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Perth Cultural Centre 

Positioned between the Perth CBD and vibrant Northbridge, the 
Perth Cultural Centre (PCC) is home to Western Australia’s key 
cultural institutions, public gathering spaces, entertainment, 
small bars and eateries. Its cluster of high quality cultural 
activities is unmatched by any other destination.

State  G ove rnm ent- l ed rev i ta l i sat i on and p lace management act iv it ies 
have  transfo rmed the PC C .  Whether i t ’s  v is it ing  ga l ler ies ,  the museum, 
the atre s and the l i brar y,  or  bei ng enter ta i ned by  programming on the b ig 
scre e n,  v is ito rs  can meet fr i ends,  stop for  a  coffee,  en joy  a  wide var iety 
of  eve nts o r  s impl y  re l ax  i n  the PC C ’s  un i que urban spaces.

Its anchor attractions – the Art  Gal lery of  Western Austral ia ,  Western 
Austral ian Museum, State Library of  Western Austral ia ,  State Theatre 
Centre and Perth Institute of Contemporary Arts (PICA) – have been at 
the forefront of  this transformation through creative partnerships and 
cultural  programming.

The energy and commitment demonstrated by the PCC’s long standing 
key tenants means it  is  wel l  p laced to continue its evolution as an 
outstanding,  mult i-purpose,  city destination.

The  PCC’s  ne xt ,  t ransfor mati ve phase w i l l  p lay  a  fundamental  ro le  in 
est abl ish ing Pe r th  as a  pr i me dest i nat i on for  innovat ion and creat iv ity, 
and tangib ly  de monstrate the State’s  standing as a  regional  leader.

A longside i ts  core offer ing  of  un ique and inspi r ing  cultura l  exper iences, 
sc ience and technology wi l l  come to  the forefront  through the State 
Government’s  strategic  investment in  the New Museum,  and the 
re locat ion of  Scitech to  the PCC.

Diversifying attractions and functions, and welcoming in new partnerships 
and investment is a core focus for the precinct;  now under new 
stewardship from the Department for Culture and the Arts (DCA),  with the 
Metropolitan Redevelopment Authority (MRA) continuing as Place Manager.

The PCC now stands to ful ly embrace and execute its long held vision to 
enrich and stimulate Western Austral ia’s cultural  and community l ife.

Image Courtesy: MRA
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A Shared Vision

With the New Museum as a catalyst, the PCC will be at the 
forefront of Western Australia’s great destinations, embracing 
resident cultural institutions’ joint mission to showcase:

• Invention, innovation and creativity

• Knowledge, learning, memory and heritage

• Culture, the arts, inclusiveness and cultural diversity

• Scientific research, achievement and engagement

With its own distinct identity, the PCC will be fully connected with surrounding 
places which are networked into the community. Moving past its former life as a 
group of conveniently located arts institutions and public areas, it will become 
an unrivalled, uplifting city space. It will bring culture and art together with 
science, mathematics, innovation and technology to attract new audiences. 
Above all, the PCC will be a place for the community, that showcases the best 
of Western Australian thinking and creativity.

The shared offering of the new PCC – from the cultural institutions, to commercial 
ventures, programming and public space management – will move beyond a pure 
culture and arts remit to become focussed on:

• Expanding visitors’ experiences and minds

• Embracing adventure

• Encouraging creativity and ideas exploration

• Showcasing outstanding achievements in arts, sciences and academia

• Inspiring and welcoming visitors through the high quality of its built fabric

• Including all people and celebrating their differences

• Engaging the community in a memorable way, through participation,
visitation, outreach and the digital realm

The New Museum will underpin the 
precinct’s next evolution, bringing with 
it inspirational architecture and a design 
response that puts the visitor experience 
first, while also celebrating the PCC’s 
embedded sense of place. Stemming 
from this is an opportunity to harness 
new energy by adapting and reorganising 
spaces to include more permeable edges, 
blurring the transition between the 
institutions and a refreshed, regenerated 
public realm. More defined walkways and 
new arrival experiences will create a sense 
of anticipation and immersion, signalling 
the beginning of a new adventure and 
journey of discovery.
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A Place For People

T his  new  era begins with investment 
in  t he N ew Museum and a  commitment 
to  user-centr ic  design,  h igh qual ity  
c ont ent and state of  the art  
infrast ruct ure.  A  support ing mix  of  
u ses and experiences wi l l  enable  
p eopl e  from  different  backgrounds  
to  feel  welcome and connected.  
Abori gi nal  culture wi l l  be honoured and 
vis i t ors  wi l l  be able  to  experience the 
PCC in  a  way that  has never   
b een possi bl e  before.  

The PCC w i l l  no longer  solely  be a  
desti nat ion for  culture and arts.  It   
w i l l  include technology and science 
educati on,  a long with corresponding 
p ubl ic  p l ace experiences.  Developing 
and com m uni cating the PCC’s new 
identi t y,  ro l e  and purpose wi l l  be 
c entral  t o  i t s  reposit ioning as a   
mult i -purpose place.

Perth Cultural Centre Place Vision 2016

Visitors First

The v is itor  exper ience wi l l  begin  with  c lar ity 
of  communicat ion and intent  as  to  the PCC’s 
brand and i ts  consumer va lue proposit ion  as 
a  p lace that  encourages creat iv ity  and ideas 
explorat ion.  As a  v ibrant  v is itor  dest inat ion,  i t 
wi l l  be  of  internat ional  standard ,  h igh l ight ing 
the many exper iences avai lab le . 

A City Destination

Seamless connect ion of  the PCC to  i ts 
surrounds,  with  permeable  edges and inv it ing 
l inks to  c ity  attract ions and amenit ies,  wi l l  be 
centra l  to  success.  As the major  entry  point 
to  the PCC,  a  part icu lar  focus wi l l  be  needed 
to  improve southern  connect ions a long the 
centra l  ax is ,  to  connect  the precinct  with  the 
Perth  Rai lway Stat ion,  Forrest  P lace and Yagan 
Square,  and to  pr ior it ise Wi l l iam Street  and 
Barrack /  Beaufort  Streets as key pedestr ian 
routes.  Connect ions east  to  Beaufort  Street , 
north  to  Newcast le  Street  and west  through 
Northbr idge –  part icu lar ly  Roe and Francis 
Streets –  wi l l  be  fundamental  to  support 
local ised movement.  A  sense of  arr iva l  and 
wonder wi l l  be  created through attract ive and 
def ined pathways,  accessib le  for  a l l  v is itors .

Mixing Up Spaces and Uses

The precinct’s physical  interface with the 
city and its relat ionship between bui ld ings 
and open spaces must be seamless.  This can 
be demonstrated by adapting and opening 
up existing and new,  high qual ity  bui ld ings. 
However,  a  central  p latform wi l l  be to introduce 
a new mix of  uses and commercial  activity 
to add vibrancy,  supported by sympathetic 
programming and activation strategies.

Leading Innovation

The PCC wi l l  lead in  innovat ive pract ice 
to  demonstrate and h igh l ight  i ts  sense of 
invent ion and creat iv ity.  The incorporat ion 
of  an  Energy  Thermal  Solut ion  as part  of  a 
$420 mi l l ion  New Museum project  wi l l  improve 
economic and envi ronmental  performance. 
Innovat ion wi l l  a lso be evident  in  the way ideas 
are  communicated to  v is itors  of  d ifferent 
cu ltura l ,  socia l  and educat ional  backgrounds.
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C uration and Coordination

Curated whole-of-PCC programming wil l  unify 
the precinct and provide a platform for  
cross-collaboration, while continuing to 
celebrate the distinctive identity of each 
cultural  institution.

Amenit y For A l l  Se a s o n s 

Cre at ing co mfo rtabl e  areas sui tabl e  for 
a  ra nge  of  we ather condi t i ons w i l l  be  a 
s ign if icant  ste p i n  the PC C ’s  transi t i on 
to  a  ho l ist ic  de st i nat i on for  a l l  v i s i tors 
at  a l l  t ime s.  H igh - ameni ty  wal k i ng and 
cyc l ing  co nne ct i ons to  publ i c  t ranspor t  and 
surro unding are as w i l l  a l so be key.
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Next Steps

The initial priorities for the PCC will be:

• The  de l ive ry  of  the New  Museum bui l d i ng ,  to  open in  2020

• Re lo cat io n of  Sci tech to  the PC C  i n  a  new d ig ita l ly  dr iven,  state-of-
the -art  space

• E nabl ing  the Ar t  Gal l er y  of  WA,  the State L ibrary,  P ICA,  State Records
Of f ice  and th e State Theatre  C entre  to  respond to  these new
addit io ns by  ‘openi ng up’  both the physical  bu i ld ings and through
f uture  co l laborat i ons i n  programmi ng and v is itor  serv ic ing

• Bette r  inc lusi on of  the TAFE Ar ts  and Design campus as a
f undame ntal  par t  of  the PC C  ex per i ence mix

• Foster ing  partnerships with  commercia l  organisat ions that  support
the v is ion and mission of  the PCC,  and can make benef ic ia l
contr ibut ions to  amenity  and exper ience as wel l  as  the economic
sustainabi l i ty  of  the space

• Ensur ing  a l l  components of  the centre  are  curated to  support  the
dest inat ion’s  un ique ident ity

The PCC’s next phase wi l l  see a cohesiveness borne of a clear v ision and 
united effort .  It  wi l l  develop from being a key visitor destination for inner-
city residents and workers,  to being an international ly  renowned space 
that celebrates creativity and innovation in  a l l  its forms.
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