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Come and get away from it all
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Desert Islands Resort

& Spa by Anantara
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Come and get away from it all

Sir Bani Yas is one of eight islands, that make up Desert Islands in Al Gharbia, the
Western Region of Abu Dhabi. Located 250 km southwest from the capital of
the United Arab Emirates, it is easily reached by car or a 60 minute flight from
Abu Dhabi or Dubai, making it the perfect get-away-from-it-all destination.
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wildlife

Our vast Arabian Wildlife Park, the result of years of conservation and re-vegetation work,
stretches across almost half of the island. The Arabian Wildlife Park is home to over 13,000
animals ranging from our graceful giraffes to the Island’s secretive scavenger, the Striped
Hyena.

Moreover, it's home to one of the world’s largest herd of endangered Arabian Oryx — while
formally extinct in the wild, we are proud to play host to over 400.

Providing a natural environment for wild animals and birds to roam freely, the Wildlife Park is
also an extraordinary experience for island guests— this part of the island offers a wide range
of activities from a gentle guided hike to a wild adventure on horseback.
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" Meet Our
Anitmals

Caracal

The striking caracal is also known as the desert lynx
and is a wild cat that is found across Africa and Asia.
With their sleek, streamlined body, short reddish
gold coat and dramatic facial markings caracals are
among the most beautiful of wild cats.

Arabian Oryx

The Arabian Oryx is a medium sized
antelope, the smallest of all the Oryx
species and regarded as one of the
most endangered. Due to concerted
environmental and conservation
programmes, the animal was saved
from extinction. The UAE currently
has the largest population in the world
and Sir Bani Yas Island has one of the
largest breeding herds, so make sure
you have your camera ready when you
spot the herd!
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Somali or Blue-
necked Ostrich

The ostrich is a large flightless bird
native to the horn of Africa. It closely
resembles the now extinct Arabian
Ostrich. The fastest bird on land, it can
run up to speeds of 70km per hour.
When threatened, the ostrich will either
hide itself by lying flat against the ground
or will run away.

Striped Hyena

While Striped Hyenas have a reputation
for being rather mischievous, these
scavenging mammals are actually quite
shy. They are native to Arabia and Africa
and are very secretive, solitary and
nocturnal. The Striped Hyena can travel
vast distances in a short period of time.
They have a long black mane from the
base of their head to the foot of their talil.
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Blackbuck or
Indian Antelope

The stunning Blackbuck is an antelope that
is found mainly in India, Pakistan and Nepal.
One of the fastest land mammals, it has been
recorded running at speeds of up to 90 km
per hour.

Cheetah

The graceful cheetah is known as the
world’s fastest land mammal. They are built
for speed and can accelerate from zero to
afull speed of | 12 km per hour in seconds.
As the cheetah runs, only one foot at a time
touches the ground, so keep your eyes
peeled and your camera ready.
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Reticulated
Giraffe

The magnificent Reticulated Giraffe is
the most well-known of the nine giraffe
subspecies in existence. They are native
to North-Eastern Kenya, Ethiopia and
Somalia. Giraffes can grow up to a huge
5.8 metres high and weigh up to 1,400
kg. A giraffe's spots are like human
fingerprints; no two giraffes have exactly
the same pattern.

Arabian Sand
Gazelle

The Sand Gazelle is a familiar face on Sir
Bani Yas Island. They are well adapted to
desert conditions and can derive most of
their required moisture from the food
they eat. You're bound to bump into one
of these friendly creatures several times
whilst exploring the Island!
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Get active

Explore the beauty of the landscape by horseback or mountain bike. Trek
through the diverse range of flora and get in touch with Mother Nature.
Lock eyes with cheetahs and hyenas. Paddle out into the depths of the
sparkling turquoise sea. Discover the beauty that lies in the offshore reefs.

Whether you're an experienced explorer or a budding adventure-seeker,
at Sir Bani Yas you'll find something to fulfil your hunger for an active
experience.
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Adventures on land

Land-based activities from thrilling sporting activities to fun, factual culture
and history tours; amidst the Arabian Wildlife Park, along the wide-open
beaches or in the heart of Sir Bani Yas Island’s historical sites, you'll have
a great adventure amongst the natural beauty and wildlife of this idyllic
island.
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Archery

Take centre stage whilst perfecting your
aim and immerse yourself in the traditional
Arabic sport of archery. At Sir Bani Yas
Island, we offer full training and equipment
for beginners and enthusiasts, helping you
perfect your technique.
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Horse Riding

Explore a range of different riding packages tailored to meet your individual
abilities and needs offered by Sir Bani Yas Stables. Our horses come from varied
backgrounds and represent different breeds from around the world, including
the gallant Arabian Horse.
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Mountain Biking

Explore the ever-changing scenery of Sir Bani Yas on an exhilarating
mountain bike adventure. Our mountain biking tracks cater for both
experienced and inexperienced riders, and take a variety of exciting on
and off-road trails through the Arabian Wildlife Park and wadis. For the
alternative cyclist, we also have electric Fat bikes!
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Land Sailing

Feel the wind in your hair, enjoy the exhilarating high speeds you'll reach,
and carefully steer your land yacht across the sands of Sir Bani Yas! This
fun activity can be done independently or enjoyed with friends and
family as you race against each other. Our expert guides will be on hand
to assist.




Nature & Wildlife Drive

Embark on a 4x4 adventure and prepare for an amazing experience led by our
expert guides! You will lay eyes on some of our beautiful free-roaming wildlife,
breathtaking geological formations and archaeological remains.
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Nature Walks

Have your cameras at the ready as our tour guides take you on a walk
to learn about the flora and fauna of Sir Bani Yas Island. View natural salt-
dome hilltops, unusual rock formations, and meet some of our incredible
free-roaming wildlife on your journey.
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Falconry

At the historical site where the late UAE president H.H. Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al. Nahyan
used to hunt with falcons overlooking Desert Islands Resort & Spa and the northern coast,
our falconers demonstrate the traditional falcon training technique (Telwah).
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. Surrounded by crystal-clear waters, Sir Bani Yas Island is the perfect location
to experience exhilarating watersports and explore its protected marine X
zone. Our dedicated Desert Islands Watersports Centre is a PADI 5-star ;
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-
- instructor- development dive resort and watersports centre offering a range
of marine activities and a new Padi Swim School programme.
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Snorkelling & Scuba

Get up close and personal with our incredible marine life on
a guided offshore reef snorkelling expedition. If diving is your
passion, the stunning waters of Sir Bani Yas are the ideal place to
come face-to-face with some of Arabia’s beautiful sea life.
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Mangrove & Sea Kayaking

Observe elegant flamingos feeding in the shallows, encounter schools
of flying fish, and uncover unique experiences as you paddle through
a habitat rich in wildlife while discovering Sir Bani Yas Island by kayak.
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Paddle Boarding

Excellent for surfers and non-surfers alike, Stand Up Paddle
boarding is a great way of keeping fit and a unique way of
appreciating the stunning birds and marine life in this area.
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Deep Sea Fishing

Whether you're a complete beginner or seasoned angler, you can perfect
your fishing skills at Sir Bani Yas Island. Our experts guide you through troll
fishing, a method of fishing that draws one or more fishing lines baited with
lures or bait through the water.
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Places to stay

Escape to a place where you can enjoy luxurious accommodation,
spectacular views and close encounters with free-roaming wildlife. Stay
on Sir Bani Yas Island, where a world of unique experiences awaits.

e

i )\‘l‘
*

)

q 1/
- G A
Wb OO



cU;:_zxﬂjj;;I4_¢uq¢5f;;Lio
ULl ojlab

&alio &4l i N 6] GIlodill Ll o e
9l U—o v2gi ol LUl 6)lal el ~nl jf o L1ug
Laion6p Ao M 109A 656 phy.Aduaglld =]l
vAg gl @ dAallolio u-le 6 alw WU N EL Lg|
clayi ) Lplio Litho JA aing woliio V ALAl dalw

Uo il gy ¢ di6liog

dlile dline of G 5ala Glang (e Gy i s clg 1w
gl ey dnla dwlio il uoo we)i gl [ <ico
A9y ]l jLiialdyin & aldio)lEl aigy Al d e d
d_ninig Loye & niioll oy .Laps el mdiJ I o il
ds_1wlg dlyA i oA 87 o_clnog uw |jLiililg b)_Alo
Wlpoigol [-5)0 Alio Wp8JUa ag) LoA wilg-Aloll o
Ayl oAyl 5109 Lo 00 bl Jny Lo Licgiuy
A NANI6jallod o Layogi o il da il c ¢l ol

Desert Islands Resort &
Spa by Anantara

On the north shore of Sir Bani Yas Island is the impressive,
Arabian-inspired Desert Islands Resort & Spa by Anantara.
Located just steps away from the beach, the resort includes
64 rooms and suites, all with sea views, whilst the resort's
free-form infinity swimming pool is a relaxing spot to cool off
and watch the sun set.

Offering the renowned Anantara Spa, restaurants serving
a variety of cuisines, a Conference Centre which can
accommodate up to 550 guests and a Watersports Centre
next door, whether you're searching for a quiet getaway, a fun
family holiday, organising a private or corporate event, you'll
be spoilt for choice.
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Anantara Sir Bani Yas
Island Al Sahel Villa
Resort

If you want to be close to nature and wake up to a view of
free-roaming wildlife, Al Sahel Villa Resort is the perfect place.
Situated in a grassy oasis within the Arabian Wildlife Park, this
stylish resort offers 30 one and two-bedroom villas with private
plunge pools and traditional thatch-roofed designs, it also offers
delicious African-inspired cuisine at its restaurant, Savannah
Lounge and Grill or a unique barbeque experience illuminated
by a traditional African Boma (fire).
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Spa and relaxation

Indulge in a range of exotic treatments, while you re-energise your body and embark
on a journey towards feeling brand new at our Spa. Feel invigorated by our treatments,
scrubs, personally-prescribed facials and wraps, or treat yourself to a relaxing massage
that combines the delicious aromas and stress relieving techniques from Thailand.
Unwind in our serene pool environments or soak up the sun on our inviting beaches
here on Sir Bani Yas Island.
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History and culture
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The history of Sir Bani Yas Island

Sir Bani Yas Island’s name originates from the Bani Yas tribe who first inhabited Abu Dhabi. The Island
was created millions of years ago when natural geological forces created the ‘salt dome’ island that is
present today. The first human settlers arrived several thousand years ago, long before people set foot
on what was later to become the United Arab Emirates. We have discovered forty-two phenomenal
archaeological sites, each providing a distinct insight into the Island’s history. One of the oldest sites is
the remains of a Nestorian Christian monastery, which dates back to 600 AD and is an interesting stop
on our guided tour.
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Protecting
our wildlife

In 1971, the Island was established as a
nature reserve by the late ruler and founder
of the United Arab Emirates, Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan. He started
his incredible visionary ‘Greening of the
Desert’ programme on Sir Bani Yas, which
was designed to make the UAE's deserts
more habitable for human settlement and
provide a sanctuary for Arabia’s endangered
wildlife.

Today it is an incredible reserve including
some rare and endangered species. Our
breeding programmes have successfully
increased the populations of many of the
endangered animals that were originally
brought to the island, along with many new
additions. The Arabian Oryx is a particular
success story being nurtured back from
the verge of extinction. Now sufficient
in numbers, they are released onto the
mainland on a regular basis.
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Making a
positive impact

Here on Sir Bani Yas Island, conservation
is an imperative part of our life and
work. We are extremely proud to have
recently been awarded ‘World's Leading
Sustainable Tourism Destination’ at the
2014 World Travel Awards in Anguilla.

Our ongoing efforts include keeping any
environmental impact to a minimum:
we place very strict policies on off-road
driving and speed limits to prevent any
damage to the environment, we also
plant mangroves regularly and ensure
that our expert guides take the necessary
steps and precautions to protect the
Island’s fragile ecosystem.

World's Leading
Sustainable Tourism
Destination
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Getting here

A short flight from Dubai or Abu Dhabi, a smooth
250 - kilometre drive along the west coast from
Abu Dhabi city, or a cruise through the largely
undiscovered Arabian Gulf on your own vessel.
Whether you want to reach us by plane, car or
boat we have every route covered!
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By road

What better way to embark on an adventure than to take a
road trip? Within a two and a half hour drive from Abu Dhabi,
you will arrive at the Sir Bani Yas Island jetty ready for your
boat transfer to the Island, where the experience begins.
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By sea

If you love to be out at sea, why not cruise to Sir Bani Yas
Island on your own boat — possible with the new addition of
the Royal Bay Moorings located on the island, just 8km from
the coast of Jebel Dhanna.
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Enhancing Sir Bani Yas Island

TDIC is the master developer behind Sir Bani Yas Island and continues
to build on the great legacy left by the late ruler and founder of the
United Arab Emirates, Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, through
continued conservation work and ecological investment, as well as
developing Sir Bani Yas into a destination that welcomes travellers of
all ages. We look forward to welcoming you soon, into a world of
adventure on Sir Bani Yas Island.
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