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ACCESS

Availability of copies

Listening  copies  are  not  yet  available,  but  can  be  arranged  on  application.  Contact  the  AIATSIS
Audiovisual Access Unit by completing an  online enquiry form or phone (02) 6261 4212 for further
information. 

Restrictions on listening

This collection is open for listening.

Restrictions on use 

Clients  may  only  copy  this  collection  with  the  permission  of  AIATSIS  as  well  as  the  relevant
Indigenous  individual,  family  or  community.  Permission  must  be  sought  from the  above  for  any
publication or quotation of this material.  Any publication or quotation must be consistent with the
Copyright Act (1968). 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

Date: 1980

Extent: 45 sound tape reels (ca. 60 minutes each.) : analogue, 3 3/4 ips, mono ; 5 in.

Production history

These recordings were  collected in 1980 by Judith MacDougall  and David MacDougall  during  the
filming of the Australian Institute of Aboriginal Studies production of The House Opening.  The film was
made as a part of the Aurukun Film Project.  It deals with the story of Geraldine Kawangka's husband's
death. When he died she and her six children moved out of their suburban-style house at Aurukun. In
earlier times their bark house would have been burnt to avoid contact with the dead's spirit and to
allow the spirit to go back to its own country. Today, with modern housing, preparations begin instead
for a “house opening”, the ceremony that has come about at Aurukun as a way of dealing with death in
the midst of new living patterns.

RELATED MATERIAL

Important: before you click on any links in this section, please read our sensitivity message. 

The  rushes  for  the  film  The  House  Opening are  held  in  the  AIATSIS  Audiovisual  Archive,  see
MACDOUGALL_D004 (FC00287_1-38). For a complete listing of related material held by AIATSIS,
consult the Institute's Mura® online catalogue at  http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au.  To conduct a search of
available audio finding aids, please click here. 

ARCHIVIST'S NOTE 

This  finding  aid  was  compiled  from  information  provided  by  Judith  MacDougall  and  David
MacDougall.  Detailed item descriptions, featuring timing points, are not yet available as the collection
has not been auditioned by AIATSIS staff.
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http://mura.aiatsis.gov.au/
http://catalogue.aiatsis.gov.au/client/en_AU/external/search/results?qu=MACDOUGALL_D004&te=ILS
http://aiatsis.gov.au/collections/using-collection/search-collection


ITEM LIST 

Field recording  
number

AIATSIS item 
number

Description

AH 21 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 22 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 23 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 24 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 25 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 26 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 27 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 28 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 29 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 30 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 31 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 32 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 33 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 34 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 35 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 36 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 37 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 38 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 39 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 40 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 41 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 42 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 43A N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 43B N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 44 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 45 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 46 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 47 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 48 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 49 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

AH 50 N/A Sound component for the film The House Opening

NARR 1 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening
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Field recording  
number

AIATSIS item 
number

Description

NARR 2 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 3 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 4 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 5 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 6 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 7 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 8 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 9 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 10 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 11 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 12 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 13 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening

NARR 14 N/A Narration for the film The House Opening
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