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Crown Lands and Immigration Office, Adelaide, 10th Feb., 1880.
HE following report of the Sub-Protector of Aborigines
for the year ended 31st December, 1879, is published
for general information.
T. Prayrorp, Commissioner.

Aborigines Office, Adelaide 31st January, 1880,

Sir—I have the honor to submit for your information, the
following report in reference to the aborigines, for the yecar
ending 31st December, 1879,

During nearly fifty years Furopean occupation of this pro-
vince, our intercourse and dealings with the native tribes have
on the whole been characterised by a more humane and liberal
policy than that pursued in other portions of the Australian
Continent, and we have, in this respect, been happily free
from the stigma that other colonists have laid themselves
open to.

Of course, in a work of this nature, favorablc results must
naturally be of slow growth. Kvidences, however, are not
wanting to show that the efforts made on behalf of the
aborigines here have not been wholly fruitless; some
improvement at least has taken place in their condition. This
is evident from the statements collected and forming part of
the appendix to this report; they supply a good deal of
interesting information tending to point out that a better
state of affairs now prevails than has hitherto existed.

Civilisation has proved very destructive to savage life;
when they first come into contact, it has been truly remarked
that * The sun of eivilisation extinguishes the feebler light of
savagedom.”

At the various mission stations a fair amount of progress
appears to have been made, and the future prospects of these
institutions are referred to in hopeful and encouraging terms.
It would seem as if the new generation of aborigines were
raising themselves above a mere animal existence, and
becoming ‘more susceptible to civilising influences, and
showing an incrcased disposition to enter into useful and
profitable employments.

The birth and death rate has been nearly equal. This
is an unusual circumstance, as the records of previous years
show that the mortality has invariably been excessive.

T visited the Murray district a few months ago, viz.:—
Morgan, Blanchetown, Mannum, and Wellington. The
natives had not all returned from the various stations at
which they had been scattered during the shearing season; 1
therefore met with but a small number—about thirty ; these
appearcd generally in good health and condition. I noticed
only three cases of sickness among them,

The able-bodicd find no great difficulty in making a living
by their own exertions, and the depodty, which are sufficiently
numerous and judiciously distributed, afford the necessary
relief to the old, sick, and infirm. I would recommend that
a few more canoes be supplied to deserving natives who
have families and other relatives depending on them for
support; this will relieve the depdts, while it assists these
people to lead a Jife of industry in @ way that accords with
their natural habits and instiucts,

A considerable sum of money is earned every year by the
aborigines on the Lower Murray and Lakes, probably
amounting to not less than £1,500. They do not, however,
derive much real advantage from this—a few purchase useful
articles, such as clothing. guns, and boats, but the majority
squander the money, chiefly in exchange for intoxicating
liquors. 'The blacks fall an easy prey to the enticements and

temptations which, I fear, are constantly presented to them
by persons who ought to know better.

‘I'o put a stop to these practices would be difficult, but they
might be lessened by the exercise of some stricter systcm of
supervision. [t might, perhaps, be worth while trying as an
experiment, the opening of a branch Savings Bank at Point
Macleay or Wellington, with a view to induce the natives to
practise habits of greater cconomy and scif-denial.

It is to be regretted that in former ycars an aboriginal
reserve was not sct apart for a mission station on the Murray,
somewhere between Overland Corner and Blanchetown.
Under the management of a society like the ** Aborigines
Friends’ Association,” such would, in all probability, have
becomo the means of doing some good work.

By the loss sustained, in Junc last, of the Rev. George
Taplin, superintendent of the Point Macleay institution, the
aborigines of that and surrounding districts (numbering about
500) have been deprived of one who took an active interest
in their welfare, and whose self-denying labors during a
period of twenty years did much to benefit them; his know-
ledge of their habits, character, and languages, fitted him in
a peculiar way to carry on a uscful work and overcome
difficulties that would probably have discouraged a less
energetic and enthusiastic man. His studies and rcsearches
in ethnology and questions of an anthropological nature
enabled him to make some valuable contributions to Aus-
tralian scientific literature. The last work of the kind that
engaged his attention, and which he brought to a successful
termination a few days before his death, was cditing for the
Government a series of papers on the folklore, manners,
customs, languages, &e., of the South Australian aborigines.
Of the first edition of this work, published in August last,
a few copies only remain on hand.

So far as the means at the disposal of this department will
permit, every provision is made for the care of the sick. In
most of the country districts the medical officers who have
charge of the * destitute poor,” arc also appointed to look
after those natives who may be in need of their services; in
other localities special arrangements are made for the same
object. In a few places, where the aborigines locate in
considerable numbers, sheds have been erccted to shelter
the old and infirm, and to afford temporary hospital accom-
modation to the sick. I have, &c.,

L. L. HaMinroN, Sub-Protector.

The Hon, Commissioner of Crown Lands, &e¢.

APPENDIX.—SUB-REPORTS.

Mr. Buttfield, 8.M., Blinman, Sub-Protector, Far North, reports :—

It is my pleasing duty to again record the general good behaviour of
the aborigines within my district, notwithstanding the hardships they
havo had to encounter during tho first six months of the past year, and
the effects of preceding unusually dry scasons, by which they were almost
deprived of the use of native animals, the frequent and gencral com-
plaint betng ““ No butter; sit down along kangaroo and emun.””  Indeed,
hundreds of native animals died from sheer want.

Beyond the limits of my district the blacks were more favourably
circumstanced, In the Far North and North-West, the rainfall had
been more abundant, ronsequently food was moro plentiful,  ‘The
numerous depdts cstablithed here averted suffering and privations which
otherwise must have been centailed upon the recipients.  As & rule, the
depots are under the supervision of gentlemen who dispense the pro-
visions comitted to their charge wiscly and well.  Very littls sickness
and but few deaths have occurred during the past year.

Reports have been circulated as to the miserable condition of tho
natives in the Far North and North-West. I have very relizble
authority for stating that such was not the case. To meet the require.
ments of the aged, sick, and infirm, depdts have been extended North
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and North-West. Many have applied to me for rations for certain
stations, which I have declined to recommend. T have also opposed, to
tho utmost of my ability, applications for the establishment of depdts
in centres of  popnlation, as I consider such a course detrimental to the
interests and well-being of the aborigines and others.

The honorable Commissioner’s perfeet knowledge of the habits and
customs of the aborigines renders it unnecessary for mo to say it is
impossible to get up a report of an exciting nature, espeeially when the
natives roam at largo ovor thousands of square miles of country, and
arc continually shifting from place to place, as generations beforc them
have done. Many of the men find employment at the different stations
throughout the year, and hundreds erowd the vicinitics of woolsheds
during the shearing seasons. Their: ¢heques are, however, scldom of
much valne to them.

I trust the honorable Commissioner will kindly excuse the delay in
forwarding this report, as I have been prostrate with sickness.

KorreraMaxna Lurtneran Mission StaTIoN.
Mr. C. A. Meyer, Superintendent, states : —

The number of aborigines who have attended this station during the
past year has been very variable, Decause they keep going and coming,
and do not like to stay very long on one place ; but, in spite of this,
there has always been a fair number on the station, especially the young
people, who seem to settle down more and more,

We employ the adults in shepherding, feneing, building, &e., also in
hunting wild dogs, for which we pay them full price.  Within the last
six months, 235 dogs’ scalps have been brought in.  All our neighbors
may be well satisfied, for if theso dogs were still alive what damage
would they have done, and still would do.

1 am very sorry to have to state that up to the present time we did
not succeed in growing any sceds or wheat, maize, or other sorts of
grain. We never can depend on rains in this part; but we will not give
up yet, for if we should suceced in this line it would bhe worth a great
deal, as the aborigines could then constantly find employment, and sce
the use and benefit of it. We tried several thmes to grow the sweet
potato (yams), for I belicve they would answer very well in this sandy
country, but I am sorry to state that we never could get good secd.

The natives have been well off this last vear, as the old people get
their rations from the Government regularly, and the young people
could supply themselves with fish out of the lake.

The average attendance of children at school during the past year
has been 25.  They are making fair progress ; but as they do not under-
stand much English we now teach them in their own Janguage, not
forgetting to tcach them in English also as well as we can. Thereisa
fair number of them able to read and write in their own native language
as well as in English.  Arithmetic is also a branch they seem to be very
fond of. Tho tcaching of the children at school has been carried on
rogularly for several hours every day of secular and religious instruction,
The girls make up all the clothing for themselves.

T am happy I can state that during the past year we could baptise the
firstlings of these aborigines—twelve in number - seven males and five
(flcmnl.lles. There havo been also two mariages, one birth, and three

eaths,

The general health of the natives has not been very good during the
year, as they,all, with fow exceptions, suffer from syphilis. 1t would
therefore be very advisable to have some more medicine for them.

"The buildings on this station at present are—Two schoothouses, with
sleeping rooms attached (boys and girls are taught and kept separate as
well as we can), two mission houses, one store, one blacksmith’s shop,
and three little huts for married couples. All these buildings are on
Lake Killalipanina, as we were obliged to remove tho mission station
from Bucaltanina to this place. At Buealtanina, which is kept as an
out-station, thero is also one schoolhouse, one mission house, one store,
and two huts for aborigines. At Kopperamanna there are two huts,
making a total of sixteen buildings belonging to the mission. Our stock
consists of close up to 5,000 sheep, 45 head of cattle, 49 horses, and 350

oats.

With regard to the conduct of the aborigines here, I wish to state that
the majority behaved themselves throughout the year very well, espe-
cially tho young people, showing thomselves as being happy and con-
tented.

In conclusion, I beg to express my sincere thanks for the active
support received from the Government.

Cowarie, Laxz Evre;, Far Norra.
r. W. J. Paull, writing in October, states—
coln reply to tXlours of the Oth inst., asking for information about the
Mndition of the blacks, I beg to state that it is only in scasons of

extreme drought, when confined to a fow of the principal waters, that
scarcity is likely to prevail amongst the able-bodied ; and although we
did not this year get the usual heavy swnmer rains, yet, ever since
February there have been a suceession of light showers that have kept
the claypans full, so that the natives have been able to roam all over the
country, and obtain an abundant supply of food. In fact, we have
especially noticed during the last couple of months how very fat some of
them were looking. In addition to the above I may state that the
Warburton, which is as large a ereck as the Cooper, taking the waters of
bnth the Uerbert and Diamantina rivers, has been in flood for the last
three months. The Diamantina portion of the river having come down,
and some of our black stockriders have deemed it a suitable timo to have
““ a spell and walk about eat fish.”

Just at this season the principal food of the blacks consists of fish,
rats, lizards, and, ““waddaroo™ (a long white root, something like a
parsnip), supplemented by four or five different herbs.

At present there are only ten or eleven aged and sick natives in receipt
of relief at the depdt here, although there are some forty or fifty blacks
camped at the home station, whilst out on the run there are many other
aged and infirm natives that, in a good scason like the present, are not
brought in for relief.

Last weck fifty-eight men, in the prime of life, returned with red
ochre from Parachilna, thirty miles south of Beltana, and a party of
sixty from another tribe had previously, some three months ago, made
their first expedition on the same errand.

In times of *‘starvation’ red ochre is a secondary matter.

I have said enough to show that in this district it 13 an exceptionally
good scason for the natives, and until the receipt of your letter 1 had not
heard the ¢ faintest whisper’’ of their being privation among the blacks
anywhere in the North, and I was on'the Ceoper unine weeks ago.

Lake Coonay, Coorer’s CrEEx, Far Norru.

Mr. G. B. Armstrong, reports :—

In roply to your communication of the 9th October, 1879, I have to
say that the blacks on this run aro not reduced to cannibalism, and I do
not think any in the district are.

I have never known an instance of blacks cating human flesh for
food. The black boys working for me inform me that when a chief dies
some of the flesh is scraped off his cheeks with a shell and caten asa
mark of respect, and that near relatives of a dead person somectimes
eat a part of the check as a mark of affection.

No doubt stocking the country mukes it harder for the blacks to get
food, and favorite spots may be overstocked with them.

Cattlo aud blacks cannot run together; and those stations which give
the blacks a large run on which to hunt and fish have plenty of blacks
in good condition on them.

Wo have about 500 blacks on this run, all in good condition, and many
fat ones among them, and, I am happy to say, all well behaved.

I would very much like to get some rations, blankets, and tomahawks
for them ; the rations for the old blacks and gins (of whom there are
gfl?d many), and the blankets, &c., as a roward for good conduct in the
others.

[Supply of rations, &c., has been forwarded to this depit.]

HerManspuren MissioN Starioy, Finke River, CENTRAL AUSTRALIA.

The Rev. G. A. Heidenreich, superintendent, reports as follows to
1st December, 1879 :—

1. Number of Aborigines on the Station.—It is difficult to name an
oxact number, as the aborigines will not remain located at any one place.
Last year there were, off and on, larger tribes present for some time; at
times, however, only a few individuals. We observed that they stopped
near the river and station if no rain had fallen for a long time, but as
soon as rain had fallen at somo distance, and they were able to find food,
they went to such places. Wo belicve, however, that after the reecipt
of the rations from the Government for distribution amonyg those that
need them, a larger number of aborigines will remain on the mission
reserve.  They belong to different tribes ; but the tvibe which lived here
for many yeays—tihe so-called Tinke tribo-—consists of about 150
persons,

2. Work of the Missionarics.-~They have faken great pains to jvam
the language of this tribe, and have collected o pretty urge vocabulary,
and written outlines of grammar., This diticult preparatory work now
enables the missionaries tp work with greater success, and they endeavor
to lead the aborigines to nseful employment of their thue. Many who
made themselvos useful qn the station have received fued, clothes, and
suitable gifts. .

3. Number of Europeans on the Station.—~There are ten persons, viz.,



three missionaries (two of whom are married), two shepherds, one
carrier, one wheelwright, and one child.

4. Buildings.—7They consist (1.) of a dwelling-house (stone), 66{t. x
24ft., containing cleven rooms; {(2.) a kitchen (stone), 20ft. x 15ft. ;
(3.) a store, with two rooms attached (stone), 24ft. x 26ft.; (4.) a
smithy (slabs) ; (3.) slab building, 16ft. by 14ft., for the laborers and
cartshed ; (6.) a woolshed and dwelling for the shepherds, 40ft. x 12ft.
The whole of these bnildings are covered with reeds, except the kitchen,
which is covered with galvanized iron. Shecpyards are now very
extensive.

5. Farming and Gordening.—After many fruitless experiments we
have succceded now pretty well. Two gardens have been made—one
near the station, the other in the valley of the River Finke. We raised
lettuce, cabbages, turnips, carrots, melons, cucumbers, peas, &c. We
had only 20ibs. of seed wheat, which we had sown on a quarter of an
acre, and reaped four bushels. A small quantity of oats and barley sown
gave also favorable results, Special attention was paid to the cultivation
of maize, which looked splendid for a rich harvest at the time of the last
letters. Twelve more acres have been fenced and ploughed, to ba
cropped at the proper time, and it is expected that the aborigines will at
a luter period be usefully employed about the crop.

G. Cattle, §c.—We keep 2,630 sheep, viz., 30 rams, 600 wethers,
1,100 ewes, and 800 lambs; also, 100 head of goats, 62 horses, viz., 1
staliion, 1% colts, 20 mares, and 13 foals. Tho 32 head of cattle consist
of 1 bull, 7 bullocke, 12 cows, and 12 calves.

7. Remarks—~Last year was, on the whole, favorable. From Feb-
ruary to August the Finke was flooded four times from frequent and
heavy rainfalls.  The country showed, conscquently, rich food for the
cattle.

The rations forwarded in June by the Government for the support of
the aborigines were received in November last.

Special Report on the Finke Aission Station by Mr. 8. E. Flint,
Teleyraph Stationmmaster, Alice Springs.

In compliance with instructions contained in Superintendent of Tele-
graph's memo. 19/8/79, I have visited the mission station on the Finke
River, and now have the honor to forward result of inspection.

My visit, and the object of it, being totally unexpected, I found
things in their every-day form.

The site selected for the station is an excellent one, both for squatting
and agricultural purposes.

The improvements consist of a main building 100ft. x 30ft., built of
stono with a thatched roof. This is divided into three suites of apart-
ments for the accommodation of the three resident missionaries with
their respective families. Detached from the main building are other
substantial erections consisting of mess, mens’ sleeping rooms, and
kitchen. :

The usual requisites of a sheep and cattle station are also to be seen,
such as substantial sheep and cattle yards, woolshed, and large paddock
recently fenced in.

An attempt has been made by the missionaries this year to grow
cereals on a small scale, with & view to imcreased efforts, and judging
from the result a most successful experiment it has proved. It must be
borne in mind, however, that tho past ycar has been a most exceptional
one for rain, no such rainfall being experienced since 1872, and it re-
mains to be proved whether, in aa ordinary season, and with the small
rainfall usually to be anticipated between the months of March-and
November, that wheat, &c., can be produced.  Of this the missionaries
seem very confident, and intend next year laying down 100 acres of
wheat, barley, &e.  Should their prognostications be fulfilled the time
is not far distant when residents in Central Australia will be able to
produce their own tlour at less than onc-half its present cost.

I have very carefully packed samples of wheat, barley, and oats,
grown at the mission station, which I trust will reach you safely, as,
apart from their vilue as local produce. a certain amount of interest
must attach to them on account of their being the first cercals grown in
the centre of the conuinent. These specimens are not selected, but
taken from the crops at random, and before arrival at maturity.

On my arrival 1 found nine adult male natives living on tho station,
and lcarned that the number fluctuated from three to fifty.

This portion of the MacDonnell Range is extremely prolific in all
kinds of native food. Intersected by the Finke River, which affords
-a_large supply of fish, tho surrounding country abounds with game of
all descriptions, added to which yams and other edible roots grow in
profusion.

To this cause must be attributed the difficulties the missionarics
experience in keeping natives about the station, Again, the natives are
of a different tribe to thoso in the vicinity of Alice Springs, and as the
country has only been recontly settled very little intorcourse has

resulted with Europeans, consequently the natives are shy and retiring,
and it will be a matter of time and much encouragement before tho
misslionaries are cnabled to depend upon the regular attendance of the
blacks.

A few sheep have been killed by the natives, and the missionarius are
reluctant tc punish them, as they very sensibly remark that should they
resort to harsh measures and correction, their mission would then be
ended.

Without expatiating on this subject, I would remark that T am of
opinion that the missionaries are doing all in their power to civilise
them.  They have had, and will still have,"a certain amount of uphill
wortk, but in the end will, I think, be successful.

Amongst other disadvantages the residents of the mission station have
laboured under is their difficulty in mastering the English language, but
this they are rapidly overcoming; in fact, now being able to speak
English with a certain amount of fluency. There can be no question
that natives understand communications made in * pigeon English”
bettor than in the more guttural German tongue.

Mr. E. 'W. Parko (of Messrs. Parke & Walker, who own a cattle
station seven miles from the mission station) speaks in most praise-
worthy terms of his neighbors, and informs me that they are most
obliging, and he also feels sure they are both earnest and painstaking in
endeavoring to fulfil their allotted tasks.

In conclusion, I must say that I have been very favorably impressed
by my visit, and erroneous opinions previously entertained are entirely
removed.

I would therefore respectfully suggest that moderate supplies of
rations and clothing be continued to the mission station for the use of
the natives.

Pornt MacLEAY NATIVE INsTITUTION.
Mr. F'. W. Taplin, superintendent, states :—

The general conduct and behaviour of the natives during the past year
has been good.

Many old tribal feuds are gradually dying out, the intermingling of
the different elans at the mission station doing much towards establish-
ing fricndship and unity between tribes that in_years past only met with
hostile intentions.

Those of the natives who havo been trained to habits of industry and
usefulness at the instivution, continue to obtain what employment they
can amongst the squatiers and farmers around us, the overseers at somc
of the shearing-sheds showing a marked preference for native shearers,
s being more easily managed, although not so quick as white men.

The health of the natives has been tolerable, no epidemic of a serious
nature having appeared.

The medical assistance rendered on the station is increasingly ap-
preciated, and is made available as far as possible for all.

The attendance of children at school has been rather above the average
of former years, the natives generally exhibiting an increased desire to
obtain for their children the advantages of the institution.

The boys and girls are put to work, as they attain the age of fourteen
or fiftecn years, at whatever employment there is about the station
suited to their ability, the boys showing more or less aptitude at learning
farm or station work under the tuition of our overseer, and the girls
domestic duties under the care of the schoolmistress.

The average number of natives who have been on the station during
the year has been 141. -
Tariara—Borver Towns,

R. B. Penny, Esq., M.D., Medieal Officer to Aborigines, reports : —

In April—The comps at Nalang, Wirrega, Cannawiggra, and DBorder
Town are broken up, and the aborigines are scattered about {he district
at work. The main body of them are on a sclection grubbing and
lopping trees, and were visited by me. o

There has been one death this quarter, that of an aboriginal woman
who died in convulsions, she having been subject to fits for years. She
had just returned from a station fourteen miles away, and T attribute
her death to over-exertion, the weather being sultry at the time.

Very little sickness; all seem contented ; and no complaints, .

In July—I have visited the camp at Border Town, the only one in
tho district this quarter, and I am pleased to report no sickness among
them, and they are more or less employed on the farms.

In December—TI have visited the camp at Border Town, the only otio
in the district at present, whero there are a few women and children
only. The male natives are all employed among tho farmers working
at the harvest.

There has been no case of sickness this quarter.  They appear to bo
contented, and, as far as I am able to judge, want for nothing.

The number of cases attended and prescribed for by me during the
past year has been twelve.




NARACOORTE.
Sergeant Besley reports :—
o complaints against the aborigines have reached mo during past
quarter.

¢ Frank Lawson’’ and ‘‘Robert’’ died, the former from inflamma-
tion of the lungs, and the latter pleurisy and congestion of the liver.

Dr. Gunning attended them, and ordered wine, brandy, and butchers’
meat for the sick, which was duly supplied. ¢ Emma Lawson’’ was
sent to Mount Gambier Hospital, but soon returned, as she could not
endure the restraint and counfinement there.

One ‘‘Jacky Jacky,”” suffering from hydatids on the liver, was very
successfully operated on by Dr. Gunning, who extracted two pints of
fluid from the cyst. I am glad to state he has now recovered. He
received every caro and attention from Dr. Gunning, and at the
doctor’s suggestion I engaged an old woman to attend him as nurse.

OvVERLAND CORNER.

Sergeant Shaw states:—

All the natives about this neighborhood are now employed at shearing
and about the sheds.

Idhave heard no complaints of misconduct, and their health is pretty
good.

The opossum season has been a good one, but the natives have not, in
my opinion, doue as well as they ought. They don’t get a proper price
for their skins, and the agents and steamer people seem to derive the
full benefit of their (the native’s) labor by exchanging a lot of trash for
the skins, There are a few who do better and get rations, but still they
are got at by very high prices for everything.

There are no natives here at present (December).
to Chowilla, and the greater number to Morgan.

Their conduct has, I am glad to say, been good during the shearing
season, and very little sickness prevails,

The bulk of those at Morgan are fishing, and those up the river will
soon be employed in cutting down the Bathurst burr on the different
sheep runs.

Some have gone

Porxr Prerce Narive Instirurion, Yorke's PENINSULA.

The Rev. W. J. Kuhn, superintendent, says :—

I am pleased to state during the past year the health of the natives,
on the whole, has been good, neither death nor birth having occurred.
Ordinary ailments have been attended to by myself, still there have
becn some cases where I deemed it necessary to apply for medical advice.

It has been always a rule at the station to employ all ablebodied
natives, for which they recoive wages according to merit, and rations;
their employments are ploughing, fencing, building, grubbing, shearing,
and attending sheep, &c.

We had under cultivation last season 360 acres; unfortunately, the
wombats destroyed over ten acres. The yield, though better than the
previous scason, is very light,

All the work is done by the natives, under the superintendence of a
white man. I feel gratified to state that the natives have done all the
mowing and reaping this season very satisfactorily.

Only the old, sick, and infirm natives, and children attending school,
receive Government rations; they are supplied with animal food by the
committee.

There are seventcen children resident at the station ; eleven of them
are of a echool-going age, who have regularly attended school. They
are instructed in reading, writing, arithmetic, geography, and rudiments
of knowledge, &c; their conduct has been very good. After school hours
I employ the boys in various outdoor work, so as to fit them for future
usefulness ; the girls ere taught domestic duties.

Some of my former scholars are married, and keep their houses neat
and clean, and are able to cut out and make their own dresses, as well as
all kinds of garments for their children.

Iam glad to state there has been an improvement in the general
conduct of the natives compared with previous years, though there have
been difficulties respecting drink which has caused temporary dis-
turbance.

The average number of natives on this station during the past year
has been forty-four.

KapixNa,
P.C. Murray writes :—

A number of aborigines have gono up country shearing, and, sub-
sequently, several have been employed in cleaning wheat amongst the
various farmers about Kadina.

Thero have been some cases of sickness, which have been attended to
by Dr. Robinson ; one native woman was sent to the hospital, but would
not remain there.

EpITHRURGH.
Mr. F. W. Allen, the issuer, states:—

The natives at this station are doing very well indeed. A large
number of them paid a visit to their tribe at Edithburgh during the
month (September), giving me an opportunity of sceing nearly all
belonging to the district of Southern Yorke’s Peninsula.  There were
none in really bad health, excepting one or two of the aged and infirm.
Their general condition appeared to be very satisfactory.

In October he writes—

Old ¢ Trowbridge Tommy’’ has been very ill with severe cold and
rheumatism.  Ile was in such a low stato as to require Dr. —————
attendance, who prescribed nursing and medicines for him. I purchased
a few pounds of becf and mutton to make broth for him, and he appears
to be gradually recovering, although unable to walk. His age would be
about seventy. An old man—** Ned”—died on the 20th inst. Ilc was
attacked with severe cramps in the stomach, and died in a few hours. I
attribute his death more to extreme old age than from anything else.

The conduct of the natives has been exccedingly good.

PooNinpie Native INstiturioN, Ponrt LiNcoLnxs.
Mr. Joseph Shaw, the superintendent, reports :—

With regard to the industry of the natives, I am glad to be able to
say that, upon the whole, it has been satisfactory. Of course there are
those, and perhaps always will be, who will take advantage of the
absence of the overseer, and also oceasionally sham sickness to cscape a
little work ; but still there are men here who work most creditably, and
can, 1 believe, hold their own with the ordinary run. of European
laborers. :

‘Wo have two or threo very good ploughers, and at a ploughing match
in the district some months ago, the natives succecded in obtaining all
the best prizes, much to the swrprise of every one, particularly of the
competitors, who were farmers of long standing in the district.

We have also a man (half-caste) who has during the past year done
almost all the painting, glazing, and carpentering of the institution. 1le
is a most Industrious young man, and possesses a great deal of natural
taste and ability ; some weeks ago he bought a few deal boards in Port
Lincoln, and as he had plenty- of work to do for the institution during
the day, he set to’ work after working hours in the evening, and in a
short time converteéd the timber into a neat little boat, capable of
carrying three or four persons.

We had not quite so much wool last season as usual, owing toa
number of sheep having been sold, but what we had was of good quality,
and realised the highest prices.

The men are just now busy reaping the wheat, and I am glad to say
it is turning out well, and there is every appearance of a good averago

ield.
y The number of natives resident at the institution has varied from 64
to 84, and the average attendance has been about 70, including children.

The work of the day school has been regularly carried on by Miss
Armstrong, who is very diligent and attentive to her duties, and under
whose tuition some of the children are making fair progress. They are
taught all the branches of learning usually taught in elementary schools.
The average attendance for the year has been a little over twenty.

There has not, I believe, been so much sickness during the past year
as in former years. The number of births and deaths is just equal, viz.,
four births and four deaths; three out of the four deaths were children,
who died of lung discase, and the fourth was & young woman of twenty,
who died of dysentery.

The wurley natives, who now number but few in this district, seldom
visit the station except in the winter months. They will soon be all
gone, as those who are still living are mostly old and intirm, and there
are no children amongst them.

It is much to be regretted that the natives ean obtain intoxicating
liquors so readily, but I believe as long as the law remains what it is
they will do so.

nscrupulous persons will always be found ready to supply them for
the few shillings they gain thereby, and the natives are too knowing to
divulge the names of those who supply them. What is wanted is power
to compel the natives who ave found drunk to make known the names of
the persons who supplied them.  °

Tho natives of this institution are remarkably well cared for, having
all the necessaries of life regularly supplied to them.

A very skilful doctor also visits the station once a week, and dis-
penses medicines gratis to all who require such.

The natives are very fond of games and sports of any kind; and
besides cricket and bagatelle which they indulge in, one night a week is
set apart for dancing in the schoolroom, and in which nearly all, old and
young, take part, and were it not for the rather heavy boots and bare
feet of some, their graceful manner and movements would surpriso many
of those of our own people who delight in the ‘‘light fantastic toe.”




TasLe L.—Shotwing Offences that Aborigines were charged with during Year ended 3 t December, 1879.

Nature of Offence.
Locality. '
Common Assault. | Drunkenness. As?ae\:l?ggngl‘?ce Pe‘i,s,?c“y;:m Petty Larceny. ,}’oggg‘;,{‘;,‘,_ Murder Convictions. Dismissals, Total.
Adelaide -_— 11 — - - — — 8 3 11
Yorke’s Peninsula - 8 4 — — - - 9 1 1
Southern District ... 1 ] 2 19 — 4 — 30 1 51
South-Eastern Distric 3 12 2 — — - _— 16 1 17
Northern District ...... - 2 — — —_ - —_ 1 1 2
Far Northern District —_ 3 - — 1 - 1 5 — 3
Murray River......... - 18 — — — — — 18 — 18
‘Western District — 1 - —_ 4 — —_ 5 - 3
Total ...ceeree vorirrsnniennnersnne 4 58 8 19 5 4 1 92 7 99

® Conrvicted of the murder of another native, and sentenced to death, afterwards commuted to imprisonment for life.

TasLe IL.—Return of Number of Persons charged with any violation of the 11tk clause of Act 22 of 18712 (forbidding liquors to e supplied to the dboringines) during
Year ended 31st December, 1879.

Name of Accased. Residence. Occupation. Place ;g:re ﬂ“‘-‘ség{ﬂ'em GD;;: coef Magistrates before whom charge was heard. Result of Inquiry.
1 M Carpent M Mot F d

Carl Muller.. annum arpenter annum ar. 22 - - ined £5. and costs.

Louis Lenz.. Ditto Laborer Ditto Ditto }" W. Walker and B. Walker, J.P.'3 ) | pineq 10s,, and costs.
Murdock Morrison . Port Lincoln Ditto Near Port Lincoln Jan, 1 J. 8, Browne, 8.M. Dismissed.
L. Jenkins ............

Thos. Phillips . Farina Town Ditto Farina Town Jan, 18 J. P. Buttfield, S.M. Dismissed for want of evidence.

J. Robinson ....

Mary Grace . r{ﬁﬂmg b - N Wa‘lialrhoo ¢ }uu. 13 J. B.G Shephcrds;n, S.M. Fined iﬁ)s., and costs 10s. ‘£“
John Jones..... illicen rainer ear. Millicen an. 16 eo. Glen, J.P. Fined £5, and 20s. costs. In defaunlt 2 m -
Robert Hollon . Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto - Absconded. on unpri
John Tully....... East Wellington Laborer East Wellington Mar. 10 R. J. Turner, S.M. Fined £10, and costs 23s.

Samuel Hitchcock . Wallaroo Carpenter Kadina Jan. 18 | Messrs. Gaskett and Bowden, J.P.’s | Fined 20s., and costs 16s,

Richard Kemp ....... Mount Gambier Barman Mount Gambier Feb. 5 J. S. O'Halloran, 8.M. Fined £2, and costs 13s.

Richard (half-caste) Milang — Milang Feb. 8| Messrs. Landseer and Dunk, J.P.’s | Fined 20s.

John Brown . Unknown Laborer Morgan Ditto Messrs. Jones and Woolley, J.P.’s Fined £2. In default one month’s imprisonment.
Joseph Esser . Coorong Fisherman Coorong April 16 | Messrs. McFarlune and Wells, J.P.’s | Fined £1, and costs £2 6s.

Willinm Ridds Wellington Laborer East Wellington May 26 Dismissed.

James Hatson ., Traveller Ditto Ditto May 30 E. C. Hughes, 8. Tined £5, and costs.

Murdock McBean. Meningie Barman Meningie June 19 - L. Hughes, S.5L Fined £5, and costs £3 15s.

Robert Porter . Ditto Laborer Ditto Ditto Dismissed.

James Ryan . Gooiwa Ditto Goolwa May 17 Messrs. Dutton and Cook, J.P.'s Dismissed.

Adam Duncan . Milang Cook Milang April 24 Messrs. Landsecr & Livingstone, J.P.’s{ Fined £2, and costs.

James McFic .. Crystal Brook Laborer Crystal Brook May Messrs. Harman and Debney, J.P.’s | Fined 30s.

Jas. Davidson . ‘Ditto Ditto Ditto Dxtto Ditto Fined 30s.

A. Skinner ... . Murray River Hawker Near Blanchetown G, W. Hawkes, S.M. Fined £5, and £4 10s. costs.

¥ugh Hughes . Port Victor Laborer Port Victor Scpt. 27 W. G. McCullagh, 5.)M. Fined £5, or one month’s imprisonment.
Robert Hollon . Millicent Ditto Millicent Sept. 17 T. J. S. O’Halloran, S.M. Dismissed.

James Donaldson . Beltanua Teamster Beltana Sept. 19 | T. C.J. Hantke and J. Kingsmill, J.P.’s| Dismissed with a eaution.
%ffﬁg?é’@ﬂ;' Riverton Laborers Near Rhynie July 26 Messrs. Castine and Kelly, J.P.’s Fined £2 each, and 15s. costs.

Edith J. Elburn Meningie Housekeeper Meningie Hotel Aug. 23 | E. C. Hughes, 8.M., & H. E. Wells, J.P.| Fined £5, and costs (two i i

John Hegland ... Port Augusta Blacksmith Port Angusta Aug, 7 S E, Gower, S.01. *7"! Fined £10. s (two informations).
Roebert Roberts Ditto Teamster Ditto Aug. 30 Ditto Fined £10.

Thomas Mudge Maitland Laborer Maitland July 19| H. Lamshed and C. Howard, J.P.’s | Fined £10.

William Brown.. Port hctor Engineer Port Victor Nov. 17 | H. Hodgson and G. G. Reed, J.P.’s | Fined £1, and costs 10s.

Willium Ja(]:}ison de:b . ‘Iiﬁ}\mrer Ditto Ditto Ditto Fined £3, and costs 10s.

i v \lg o 3 n =

}ilxcnhe:c{‘:\}fcry.. - Ditte gh R Edithburgh Oct. 18 G. B. Scott, 8.M. Informations dismissed.

Charles Smith . Wallaroo Ditto Wallaroo Nov, 16 J. B. Shcphm‘dson, S.M. Fined £2, and costs 25s.

Ann Dumarcsque . Moonta Married woman Moonta Nov, 29 Ditt Dismissed.

Joseph Baker Port Germein Lahorer Port Germein Dec. 26| Messrs. Goode and \\ arren, J.P.s Dismissed.

Larry Querns, Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Ditto Fined £1, and costs £1.

John Roe, ju ‘Willowie Ditto Melrose Nov. 6 Stokes and F. McCoull, J.P.’s Fined £1, and 15s. costs.’
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TaBLE II1.—S8howing the Distribution of Storcs issued by the Aborigines Department during the Yeay ended 31st Decomber, 1879,

=3 02
Name of Depdt. Flour. | Bugar. | Tea. | Rice. g Soap. | Bago. | FEF Bm Berge. Misceilancous.
5 &“
1bs. 1bs. 1bs, tbs. | 1bs.| lbs. | 1bs. yds,
L. DisrrICT—
Border Town ....ooiviinnnne. 1,000 112 20 - _ — - 10} — -
200 needles, 21bs. thread, 12 tomahawka, 201ba. netting twine,
Goolwa ... [T 14,000 | 1,750 288 112 | 50 224 - 100 | 12 96 { 200 fishhooks, 20 fishing lines, 24 quart pots, 24 pannicans,
4 axes, 36 spoons, 3 loads fir ewood.
Guichin Bay ......ccoeinnen. 1,000 112 40 56 | 10 —_- 36 2| — 48 | 100 nc(-dlc« 11k, thread. 6 tomahawks.
200 ncedlc~ 21hs, thread, 12 tomahawks, 271bs. netting twine,
Lacepede Bay ..... . 4,000 500 84 12| 2 56 12 421 12 72 { 200 ﬁshhooks, 24 fishing lines, 24 quart pots, 24 pannicans,
5 axes, 24 spoons.
MacDonnell Bay ... — - - — —_ -— — 10 — —
. . d 200 necdles, 21bs. thread, 6 tomahawks, 40lbs. netting twine,
Milang .. (405 8,000 1,000 210 224 | 50 112 - 40 ) 24 96 40 fiching lines, 200 fishhooks, 24 quart pots, 24 pannicans,
. : medicines, 15 loads firewood.
Millicent ....oovniiiiicnane 1,000 —_ — — — - - 30 6 24 | 6 tomahawks, 1lb. thread, 12 quart pots, 12 pannicans,
Mount Gambier — —_ — — — — -_ 14! — —_
Naracoorte........eeeiinenees 400 112 20 56 5 —_ 58 207 — —
200 necdles, 21bs. thread, 18 tomahawks, 401bs. netting 1wine,
Needles, Coorong ............ 12,000 [ 1,500 248 336 | 30 280 56 60| 20 48 { 200 ﬁshglooks, 36 ﬂnhmg lines, 24 quart pots, 24 pannicans,
4 axes, 36 spoons.
X ‘200 necdles, 21bs. thread, 24 tomahawks, 201bs. netting twine,
Point Maclery ............... 20,000 | 2,500 412 336 | 50 448 112 100 | 36 96 | 400 fishhooks, 36 fishing lincs, 36 quart pots, 36 pannicans
60 sp , 6 axes, di
Penolas coe.veeivvnriniecnnnn - — — — — — - 127 — — :
Yorkr'S PENINAULA—
Edithburgh . 2,000 336 84 56 | 30 —_ 56 35 12 24 | 6tomahawks, 301bs, netting twine, 20 fishing lines, 100 fishhooks,
Kadina.......... 1,800 224 124 112 ; 30 112 56 0[] — —
200 ncedles, 2ibs. thread, 20lbs. netting twinc, 14 pairs mole
Point Pieree ... 8,000 1,000 1647 224 20, 113 54 100 20 48 g trousers, 48 quart pots, 48 pannicans, 24 spoons, medicines.
MURRAY lt(?'mt- N X
ralli § 6 tomahawks, 401bs. netting twinc, 200 fishhooks, 20 fishing
W elh&:ton.... .n,leA ..... 4,000 500 84 56| 20 112 56 100 | 18 43 i lines, 3 axcs, 24 quart pots, 24 pannicans. !
12 tomnhavﬂn 100 needles, 11b. thread, 241bs. netting twine,
Blanchetown .................. 2,000 — 20 561 10 56 56 30 6 48 { 40 fishing lmcs 300 ﬂshhooks, 24 quart pots, 24 pannicans,
i spﬁonsimgdhc)m“ ti 100 fishhooks, 12 fishi
_ 6 tomahawks, 241bs. neiting twine shhooks. shing
Mannum oo oo 400 112 20 50 & - %6 20 4 lines, 12 quart pots, 12 pn.nnn,a.ns,’ medicines. ’
Overlayd (\mer sz‘ 2,000 224 40 — 5 56 - 50| — —_ 20ibs. netting twine, 12 quart pots, 12 pannicans, medicines.
NowrTirery Districr—
Bungaree ... ... 1,000 324 60 56| 15 112 ~- 201 —
Bundleer C/ A | 1000 112 20| — 51 — - 12 -] —
Bimbayrie VAT 4000 | 00| 80| m2| 20f — | — 80| —] — , s I
" P 100 needles, 11b. thread, 12 tomahawks, 24 quart pots, panni-
Tort Augusta....puuiieer . 4,000 750 168 168 | 40 250 112 S0 18 60 cans, 3 loads fircwood. » ’
PoN e ... e UA.... — — — —_ —_ — 50| — —
CIATC....cvvivivrrvecreiirieenni, 1,000 112 20 56 5 —_ 56 — —_ 12 | 6 pairs moleskin trousers.
Far Nowruery DisTrIcT~—
Angipena —_ — — — - — 15 — —_
Arrogic .. — — — - —_ —-— 151 — —_
Blinman ... — - —_ — — G0 . — -—
Blanchewate 300 42 112 10 — 56 30 — —
Coopesg Cl‘\ek 500 — 224 10 — — 30 — - X Anbhooks, 12 fish
R 12 tomahawks, 201bs. netting twine, 100 fishhooks, 12 fishing
Cowarie .....covevovrieiennnnn 500 80 56| 20 112 30 12 24 lines, medicines * ’
R 12 tomahawks, 201bs. netting twine, 200 necdjes, 21bs. thread,
Kopperamanna ............... 12,000 § 1,000 200 112 ] 25 168 58 50 36 72 20 fishing lines, 200 fishhooks, 40 spoons, 24 quart pots, 24
. pannicans, 6 axes.
Mound Deeeption ...q........ 2,000 250 40 561 10 56 — 30 6 24 | 6 tomahawks, 24 quart pots.
Munde v:.unn.....(_‘.ArMA 2,000 250 0 — | 10| — - 20| — 48 | 100 necdles, 11b. thread,
Mooloddoo ... ¥ 4,000 50 80 — 20 —_ — 201 — —
M(mll()urir‘.u . 4.9500 500 40 — 10 —_ — 50 | — —_
Parallana .. oo 2,000 250 42 — 16 — — 20y — -
OvSendfyn. f(ou 4,000 500 80| — | 10| — - 20, 12| — | 6tomahawks, 24 quart pots.
\n.\n;:\\ AV \mmgs ......... 3,000 300 42 12} 10 56 — 80| — —
Stuart’s Creck ... . 300 40 12| 10 —_ — 25 12 %3 | 12 tomahawks, medicines,
'Lmh\ut&\m . Lleé - — — — -— 20| — —
Warrakimbo . 250 40 - 10 — - 20| — -
Witrin iy Af oy - — —_ — — — 20 — —
.I(\m . —-— — -— — — — 12 —_ —
I
Wisrrny Diserief— !
Coramighig........... i 2000 230 | e a0 — | — 20 0 48| Gtomuhawks. o febbooks, 2f febing 1
o lant ; 1 . 9 tomahawks, 2lbs. thread shbooks, shing lines,
I‘O\‘\‘l{(;ll.\ U{-\{‘( i 5,000 1,000 ! 168 112 30 56 56 52 12 48 24 quart [)Otb,’ a4 p'mn)claml'q’l“l dicines, Pong"lnndmr, and c]uiun,
Seankoiy 16 . 12 tomahawks, 200 needles, 2tbs. thread, 121bs, netting twine,
ll..ln h.\“f-.u DOY L 4,000 50 80 12| 20 56 56 40| 12 60 200 ﬂehhooke't. 24 fishing l‘m“ 24 quart pots, 24 punnicans,
"”\:“."- G I . 2,000 250 42 56| 10 56 56 30| — 24 { 6 tomahawks, 12 qunﬂrthl;lotni lzzpmmhcmn,immhc;rzms t pots,
oorndi A ; 12 tomahawks, 200 fishhooks. 20 fishing lines quart po
Poorfndic ... (7 ; 500 12 ’ 20| — | — | - s 12] 8] 12 pannicans, i ebtooks 8 o
Streaky Dav . y 12 tomahawks, 20 fishing lines, 200 firkhhooks, 3 axes quart
Streaky Bay ..., : 6,000 500 84 168 | 20 112 113 40 | 20 18 pots, 24 pannicans, mﬂh(i‘m\; ’ 1 !
Phrce 100 fishhooks, 12 fishing lines, 12 quart pots, panaicans,
Three Lakes oo, 2,000 250 42 56| 10 56 56 30 6 24 medicines. ' o fe , <00 h'
= . " 12 tomahawks, 4Mbs, netting twine, 40 fishing lines fishe
Venus Bay 6/]‘? ' 6,000 750 124 256 | 30 1z 12 5 4 % hooks, anchor chain, medicines, 24' quart pots, 24 p'mmcnns.
12 tomahawke, 20Ibs. netting twine, 20 fishing lines, 200 fishe
Wallisuippic ..., 4,000 500 84 112 | 20 56 56 30| 24 18 { hooks, 3 axes, 24 quart pots, 24 panmcmm, 24 spoons, 200
: necdles, 21bs, thread.
sundry natives ............. . | — - | = - -] = — 6] 1| —
Total...vviieornninnnns ‘ 174,200 | 20,392 | 3,658 | 3,896 | 745 | 2,856 { 1,512 { 2,071 | 398 | 1,379
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TanLe IV.—Return of Aborigines under treatment in Ad % ide Hospital during Year ended 318t Decomber, 1879,

Name. Country or tribe. Bex. | Age. Discase. .,R,i‘ff.ﬁ,ﬂ,, d}z'c‘}t.:;:,, Result of treatment. Remarks.
1879 1879

Joseph Newland Goolwa M. 26 Parapicgia Jan, 30 March 4 Incurable
Tlarry Tripp ... Horreshoe M. 35 Phthisis March 15 April 22 Relieved
Jacky Ford ... Minlaton M. 23 Phthiris March 18 June 18 Died
Harry I'ripp Horseshoe M. 35 Phthisis April 23 | August 30 Relieved
Nellie Point Mcleay ¥, 21 Constipated liver July 14 August 23 Cured
Wm, ¥r Balaklava M, — Senile decay July 25 August 4 Nil
John B Wellington M. 30 Pneumonia August 12 | August 21 Cured
Mary J. Bates . Mannum F. 20 Bronchitis Augast 18 } August 23 Relieved
Lizzie Buffalo Wellington F. 30 Bronchitis August 18 | August 21 Relieved
Jaek Murray Quceensland M. 17 Pyemin Sept. 27 | October Died
Paddy ... Morgan M. 40 Hydatids Nov, 15 - — 8till in hospital
Lilly ‘White... Point Mclecay M. 22 Catarrh Nov, 22 Dec. 3 Cured
Emily Chalker ... Milang ¥, 30 Retention of urine Nov. 30 Dec. 1 Cured

Tante V.~Skowing number of Births, Deaths, and Causes of Deaths during the Year ended 31s¢t December, 1879,

Name of Depbt. Births.  Deaths. Name of Depit. Births. aths.
Blanchetown ...p TN e 1 1 Brought forward 30 D?}?}tm
Blanchewater ... . 2 4 Mundowadna..... 0 1
Border Town . 0 1 Millicent .. 0 1
Bungaree ... . 1 1 Needles..... 2 3
Bramfield [} 1 Naracoorte .. 0 9
Cowaric.., 0 1 Ovwieandena 1 o
Coralbhignie 0 1 Poonindie ..... 4 4
Fdithburgh ... 0 1 Point Mcleay .. 12 4
Fowler's Bay 2 4 Point Pierce .. 0 0
Franklin Harbor [} 4 Port Augusta ., 5 3
Goolwa ......... 0 3 Strangways Springs.. 0 1
Guichen Bay 0 1 Streaky Bay .. 1 ]
Kadina ......... 3 2 Stuart’s Creek 2 0
Kopperamanna 5 4 Venus Bay .. 4 0
Lacepede Bay 2 1 Umberatana 1 1
McDonnell Ba 0 1 Wallianippie 0 3
Mannum ... .. 1 [ ‘Wellington ..... 1 1
Milang 7 2 Warrakimbo ] 3

Carried forward ...........ocy e s 30 33 Total............ e s [N 63 65

Causcs of Death.—Bwmn (accidental), 1; cancer in stomach, 2; childbirth, 1; dropsy, 4; dysentery, 8 ; gunshot (accidental), 1; inflammation of bowels, 2 ; liver
complaint, 2; lung diseasc, 28 ; marasmus, 1; murder, 1; old age, 7; pucrperal fever, \; paralysis, 1; stillborn, 2 ; snakcebite, 1; unknown, 8.



