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In order to write this article. I must take it upon myself to presume
that the people who read it will understand it, otherwise there is no point in even beginning.
But, to immediately contradict myself I must admit that, in reality,
this cannot be true. There is not an item written wigich is understood by everyone who reads
it - perhaps because the reader is too young; or because the article is beyond his sphere
of knowledge and interest; or because the writer has not been intelligible enough in his
writing.
What proportion of the roading public should the writer wish to reach?®
It is here that he strikes the problem. If only a minority is going to understand him
then it is hardly worth writing the article at all. In this case he should endeavour to
discover where the fault lies, and to take steps to remedy it.
If the problem entails a lack of the writers knowledge of the
lppguage in which he is writing for instance then he should, no doubt, seek out someone
fluent in that language to help him express himself in the manner he wishes, If
alternatively., the problem lies not in the language medium as such, but in the actual
representation of this language in the written form, them he should seek assistance to

overcome this,
However,notwithstanding all-of this, there is a definite pitfall

inherent in assistance of this kini. It is inevitable that the person giving the
essistance will not be of precisely the same line of thinking, or even of the same opinion
&8 the person receiving the assistance. So, unless one is writing in ones own mother tongue
in which one is completely fluent, both in the spoken and the written forms, ones writing
¥ill of necessity be tainted to a greater or a lesser degree, by the attitudes, opinions,

and method of expression of another personality.
The writers délemma, then, is to decide whether he will be satisfied

with an understanding of his article by only 20% of those who read it, because it lacks
adequate kmowledge of the language of communication, or whether he will seek assistance,
and by so doing sacrifice a little of the significance of what he has to say, for the sake

of having his article read and understood by, perhaps, 80% of the readers.
If he chooses thc latter of these avenues, should he be criticised for

approving the use of words and phrases which "don't sound like him" (to those who know
hin at least) and should his assistant - being an entirely independent personality - be
criticised for " putting his or her own ideas and opinions into the writers head"? To
criticise such a thing would do no more than to discourage the writer fron writing
(Dublil!].y at least), and to hinder his efforts to becone fluent in a language which is

not his mother tongue( a difficult task for any person - writer, student or whatever) .
Rather than attempt to provide a solution to this dilemma, I leave

the decision to those of you who understand what I've been writing about.

oo e«+BRUCE NEALE

0ST_SC :
I, Bruce Neale, do solemnly swear that the thoughts and ideas contained

in the above article are only and entirely my own, and have been influenced by my
upbringing, and by that of no other person, so help me Gode

Loy



STORY STORY .

fhe: story Jack brought to me and the one T helped hin with
appcar below. This may put sope people in the picturc as to Jack's
work and ours.
..

Ily story to the editor of ‘laningrida HMirages. ihy are you
telling me for notb helping my giid english with writing a lot more
to change the right words by anotler curcpean people? iy trouble
is_that I have never been to sclhool in my life. But I taught by
balanda fricend teach e how to print and read many books. I head
learned a little from elfare power ol intelligence test, which
means for my own good. I know my ideas and words but I don't
kiiow what order to put then.

So why do you criticize me for not thinking in the independent
way of .y own? Few Aborigincs understand tie Job or tribal land
right of their own forefather's country. You knov thot Dan- I
couldn't lcarn to live be lile you either. Vhen I want to make
a balanda friends mind your own susines. You have already fow
Aborigines as your guides and nobody stoping you.

I was argueing vith you because of last week's articlcs seens
to wrong saying tu me, nice and worse, but only diffcrent all
accorcinyg to the nceds and wants ofi the tribes in us. I print this
story not for my interest and Plcasure to live the ways and
unhappy seening theings. Do I worried you very much aiout blaming
the miragcs and decicding which is better.

“uen I alviays looks the balanca picture in tle¢ thrcater that
renaind ne the olden Cavs af ny people Jinang and ‘ulaki that
they used to fight awmoun themselves like encmy in the tribes
over women, ceremonies, dead hodies etc.

4

 Jack ilirritji

Vhy are you telling me not to get help with good inglish -
changing to the right words - from luropean people? liy trouble
is that I have never been to scheol in my like. Tut I taught by
my balanda friends who teach - iiow bo print and read nany books.
I had learned a litile form elfure teaching, vaich is for my
ovn good. I know my ideas and vorls but I don't lmov vhot order
o put tais. ' . . :

S0 uhy do you critvicize me for uot thinking wn the indepondent
vay of my own? Cnly a feow aborigincs understand the joo o; tribal
land riits of their own forefathers' country. :ou kncw t”aF Dan-
I couldn't learn to live lile youu either. Then I vant o male a
b@landa friend, mind your ovm businegs%'fog have already a few
aborigines as y ur guides and nobody stopning ou. .

I ga& grsuezng w%%h you because of last vseks arficle. It Q?ems
& wrong saying to me. *They vere good vords &nd meaning bu? Q&Lt
for me. Lut we arc all different fccording to the necds and vants
of the tribes and languages in ue. ’ ) ) 7

*I print this story nov fox g7 intcerest anc pleasure but *%r
7 living which is my job. I migit’ get help for my people as

ave seon mony unhap things. s iding

Df 1 worryyyou véggAmuchgby Fiaminz the mirages or deciding
Viich is better? :

“hen I alvays look at the balanda picture at the Sc%?ﬁl {%ﬁ;

I do not copy the balanda story Lui that remind ne of monc, %hem“
days of my people Jinang and ‘ulolzi whe uscd to fight amoan .
Selves like cnemics. It is these storics of 1y people that

Yant to write about. -

Story by Jack Hirritji
kJhoi‘s';s;:i.Bs*ttec"_ by ilarg l'eale



W.3. 1) This is on example of the sort of assistance Jack seeksy &
In this pavticular story his needs arc very ll}?*éle 0311;3’- a fow- ot~
his ideas nceded clapification and -extonsion. Fhlg extension of
2is iceas resulbted from his talking avoub th?'”orn§°h,-ﬁ .
Toever his cxpression is not always as c.ear as Lals anc ne
then needs :.ore assistance. ' e )
2) e mincw elterations like the odd conjunction, spelling
. ) v a1 mi bl 8o for Jock's benefit and
etc, (unnecessary y u might say), are done 10T Ji n
serve as a teaching point for his improvemenv. 4 of Ynmlicl
3) Mhis also shows. just whalb .a good comiand ol inglisn he
has - which wight surprise uany of G.ig readers.

| iliarg..Ueale.

EDITORS REPLEE . |
R el .o - .
Before I reply to any { thesc articles I Vlll sag thatWI
..ade an er-or in my com ent on Jack's story last week. Although
I made the distinction betueen balendas who gave unb}ased‘gs51stance
oné those vho immoscd tneir own idens on Jack's storics, uwhe general
inoccssion of my ¢ mnment was that I totally disaphrove ol Lu-opean
assistance to .soriginel vritess Yhis is not t-ue «nl I epo..ogisc for
this false impression. S . _ . . :
I hone our three correspondents vill accept my onsuering them
as briefly ..s possibte in note form - otherwise we'll have eigat
pages on ‘i:e same su ject. ‘ oo

TUCE.- I cannot agrec vwith you that a person who assists someone
lilke Jack with his stories will 'of necessity' taint the story with
his ppinions and atvtitudes. I don'v, recognise thlSﬂlgOVlt&blllty
and I don't sce the grounds on uhich you have bascd it, The
assistant's rolc should ve thot of a translator who worxs in a
disinterested style and kecps interference at a mlglmum,mThat this
can be done has vecn amply demonstrated by youvrself and La;garet
in past articies (ref. the story om v.e llar:adjirri, the story on
the spear throwing a couple of weéeks back and Jack's story to@ay).
It can uc done and it generally is - when it is not done storics
Tike last veek's are the pitiful result.

-On your percenteges of readers wao will understand a person’s
vork -- from vhere do you [et your ﬁigures of 20% and J0%? Logklng
at the originul of Jeck's story and the corrccted version this week
I wvould say that if people could inderstand one story, they c uld
understan: the other. This way vary fxom story to story but I feel
that your GO% variation is extremely dubious. ' )

. “hat worries me in s me corrected storics is that tne 'corrccting
process can renove the story form the reading grasp of wany A
Aboriginal people, and they I feel are a crucial audience for
writors like Jack. Some of the eorcections carricct out on Jack's
stories last year cculd have only had the effecet of drostically
lov_2ing thc potential audience.

PARG Il'.r T ai sorry that ny comment on Jack's story affronted
your sonsiwvilities. I do not occept that it wves in poor taste ~
I believe it w..s suited to the ardicle.

- “here are the ridicule, deletions ete. to hich I subject
contrivutors. S

- Jock's sensitivitics not withsBanding his writing is not s
sacrosainct - ncithcer is iine or amyone clse's. If Jack or anyone
elsc places his work in tihc public forum they must cxpect the
public's reactions. I hod cert.in feclings about Jack's story and
I expresg ¢ them in the vay I thouasht b.st ay the time. Jthes 1n
turn have attocked my writing. 'hbat, I belicve, is es it gshould be.

‘You're sugyestiun Cfor placing $hie naies 6f both partics on
storics is an exccllent one. o

-1 do not think thot the iborigival vcoplc's call for assistance
7ith uriting (as at tl.c P&F mecting) is 'poirmant' ~ I think it 18
herl . Ced pragaatism in tre iLace of a rEEInﬁfaﬁlem,

-as5 I replice to ruces article, I don't sce that Aboriginel |
pcople's thinking has to Ho influcnesd ov the pors. o .o 2elps then
wvith a story - I think you're vorl it today's story is the
strangest proof ve could sk foir of tis. 0

* ith reference to iy 'over-z: ~lous elitorial participction’-



perhaps suiic peopli nay kike to see Gitorial p wow decentatized
s.mevial - an gd}uorg.dl com-rittee pe.hans, . in vhich ;e could ﬁcpefulj_
have sone-Aboriginal-poriicipntion:.” I have nide-calls in th: pogt For- v
;;SSi:t—ZﬁcseﬁthI;he editorial” %r;c;cus,sn, The response, to say the least,.
as been weak, If you or- -any other reader.hat ' "this ;
T would be ple’asedyto hear ihem.; -.;,_fi-,,re< erhas a.ny 1‘?3;‘8 or;_thig subject
L e fee T .
JACK., - What I didn't make clear toyou in my story last week was
did not mean for you *o stop getting ’balahga, heg at all, Por gi‘.‘g?:g 1
this wrong idea I am sorry. My main meaning was that you should not let
p:opgiswho help you charnge your thinking and push theit ideas into your
. ¢l am not trying to say in any way who your friends shuuld be-
that is your business, ‘ ' ' .

oI know that you didn't have much school, Still your story this
week 1s a strong one and I think it could stand on its own,

_ oAs I said last week eometimes balanda people write your thinking
(like this wcek) and sometimes they push there thinking in(like last
week). When this happens I think you lose come of your ‘dignity,

-1 had some- thoughts about:-your story last week, I wrote them down.
Morgoret,Bruce & yourself didn't.agree so you all talked hard to me.
-Now I am spealring back. That is one of the jobs of the Mirage I think,
“The Miragd is olwaye here-for people to print their stories—and it is

-also here if people want t6 speak against someoncs story.

DAN GILLESPIE

This story came to hand .= Tlymsicy eftex nost df.t}fapaper had been
assembled{rcceived 11am Thurslay).it does not alter eny 7 r7 views
expressed above, ed., - S L

To the people:
‘With'referenfe to Juck Miritji's story about the crabbing trip and
to the Editor's compsnt, I wish to clarify a few very valid points.

It is true that many of us know how much English Jack can write,It
is UNTRUE that the “BULLDUST" +in Jack!s story was thouvght out or written
by me, . o )

We all enjoy Jack's sfories and respect the EAitor's cncouragement
to Jack to do Lis own writing.

However, as a trained EDUCATOR,I felt priviledged when approached
by Jack to help him put his story into better English, He has a real
desire for everyone to fully understznd wheat he is writing., Even more
important he has on extremely deeply s3incere yearning to LEARN TO WRITE
GOOD ENGLISH CONSTRUCTION. '

This was my first attempt ever to help anyone of his calibre to ,
write correct English and I czn assure you that story was Jack Miritji's
storyand Neot my story. I can also assuge you that it took over 4POTRS
of discussion and explanation for both Jack & I to understand each other
~-what he had written and why I wirote it in the sentence construction I

{

'

I om o teacher and I am too willing to help teach anyone who
approaches me for such help.l em disappointed that my help and tuition
has been referred to. as my.overpoweping "pulldust"thinking.,

An Editor's note such as the ohe referredcto may possibly force 2
wonderful philosopher nnd seeker.of Education to completely withdraw from

attempting any such feat agadn. o

: : 1t vou desire to
.People of Maningrida, I trust you wil respect Jack's desire t

Philosophgse,tell sto%zli'esm’l‘d learn Ehglieh, so that he will feel coggigen
enough to do it all bry himself in time, If he asks for help, then
is what you. give Em‘ . o . : S

I am absolutely confident that NONE of us have ever written
Story for him, but tgat we have all HELPED him whenever he has reque
ito ‘ L i o T

his
sted

Let'us all encourage him and help him even more -
GLADYS PASCOE

' —~ed.
N - R > 1 ers— e
The uppercase letters, parcatheses and underlinings are e wr
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re - ~loire to those ~eor le w10 “TL finlin; the Craft Sho =
it enpty at sresent when they coule to look for smzll Phlngs to
buy. Ve heve had two vury larce OFEE hoth over & thoushad
“ollars- ~nl n:s8t 0. OUT stock hos been cleare. out. .8 well as
+uig % or 4 of our resular bark pointers oreé having 2 holicay

in Darwin ~nd it is not alwcys easy to get tronsport for the
i1cicies to et pandanus < 2espite the po-o;eration we receive

~ fron all sides when possile.

?hings should -ick up soon we hoye an; the usual ranze of

sni=11 baks, baskcts etce should be back 1n the store.

Johnny lMundurruz { -+ has becn worklng gincc mgster on

a very long and = job. He 18 naking an old tine
fishins net from [xass - the ./ ;ross called nunbalo. The net is
ahout 20 feet lonz, Johnny s2yS that in the old tines they

were often rch longer. The net is pesied out on the ~round

a ro ¢ nade of be k?it is called qundrun) runs alon.: the top
and gtrands of iunbaln ore run down fron it. Now Johnny is

weavin;; strands across to nake o strong net. This will take hin

'~ lon;: tine' he saySe. .
Harry Mulunbuk scys that in the o0ld tines nen nade a half
cirecle carrying The net and octher nen chased fish into it. ‘hen
the fish were trapped other ren speared theil.
Harry says that this was lan:/erous :
B e ﬁp- '?&
SRR IR AR AR IR I Ly
.‘l 1 !.il\‘i\' \\l\"),l\ j.[

: “ecause the fish tried to
jurp out sonetines and hit peonle on
the boly or the face. Because of this
children couldn't do it, only grown
v peogle. (Inforuation gupplied by
Johnny lunliurru: Mundurru; ond

Horry lulunbuk. Loy,

e\id ((u%‘\ﬁw\ r\e‘\ -
dj\'f\ 3“ A O\DQY

The new hLiarge lanlin: is a good place to 0O fishing and nany -

.pcople are using it., S onc people are usin; it as = toilet too -

probably children. This is riakin: the whole place snell bad,

and it is retting too bad to go fishing there,Think zbout the

gther people and find o better place for your your toilet.
D.G.-ot the request of local fishernen,

.polosies to Jirmy Pascoe who wrote an article for us last

. _week, The story was lost between the editors office and the

<C{oRY FRrom LALA:

“typing roon. SOrry Jirmy - hope you con write it acain for us.

ED.

I will tell you aboul two canoes that my uncle Barney
made, and it was nice %oo. Bveryday after school, children
run straight down the beach for canoes, one was Len's
cankes and the other was new one and they were both faster
one. My mother Mary Dadbalak is meking a sail for a little
new canoe out of pandannus tree and it's belong to Bob
Colin. That all I can say to you.

C From Jeannie Gadambera

E\STeD0feD an st

The eisteddfod will be on again 10-18th August 1973.
Plans this year are to send a DC3 load (28) of adult
competitors to compete in the various sections.

Money must be raised, about $800. There is still some
left over from last year, about $160.

Last year's finance was geined through that famous rort,
the Maningrida fishing competition. Well, it's on again
this year , so starting hoarding your live mallett and ready
cash and waiy for the big advertisement in this paper.

It is also planned to hold some special bunguls for
paying customers, %o augment the kitty. Watch your paper
for advertisements. ’

-J .H.



’PERM \ TS

People are reminded of the necessity ¢o secure permits to
enter the reserve in respect of &ll visitors, ctc, to Maningrida,
- Permits are issued by the superintendent, on the recommend -

ation of the: Maningrida council. T I
Please address your applications for permits to the Secretary,
Maningrida council, ¢/~ the Settlcment Office. '

» - . -J.H. (Subt)
DRINKING AT Thue MOVIES or M .Gt

Balandas are advised that in law, consumption of liquor in a
public place, i.e. the movies , or the M.C.G., is prohibitedi ' -
Your liquor permits entitle you to drink in the confines of your
own home, and not elsewherc. Please check that you have a current
liquor permit. Future permits will be issued only on the recomm-
endation of the Maningrida Council .

LPoORN:

Over the last few years many Ko:vnilde College students from
Maningrida have done very well playwing sport in Darwin. A few
that 1 can think of are Barney Wi:rinidj who played on lst
grade for Wanderers Australian Rules team last season, and Bobby
Pascoe who was the caption of the ‘Janderers Rescrve Grade team
last season. Here are some interesting reports , by so%? of our
Kormilda College students, on thel® activities. .S-

RUGBY LEAGUE: By Jimmy Maralunga. - _

In Darwin there areé.many differcm: kinds of sport. The most
unusual one is Rugby League. It sJnsists of thirteen players as
follows - front row, hooker, frorn' row, second row, second row,
lock, half lock,  five-eighth, ins’de centre , outside centre, rig
right wing , left wing and full-tack.

In Darwin last year I played for -he Under 15 South Darwin
~ Rugby League and I was picked 23 tle best player , including the
.other two boys ( Ian Moygunu f~om Eicho Island and Ronald Lami
Lami from Croker Island). The same -ivvo fellows are in the Darwin
squad as I am. I had a letter from:  Ron Knobbs that said that I
an in the Darwin Junior Rugby League team. I had to train for
six weeks every Sunday. It's just a physical training. In August
we'll probably go for a tour to Sydney to play Rugby league the

-y mo8t : toughest football leagrz, more than Australian Rules. -

SOFTBALL: By Rosemary Ginrialia. .

In Darwin we always play softball c¢very Saturday morming at
10 O'clock to lunch time. We played. under 16 against Rebels,
that's red and blue. We plared azajrst them but we lost by two
points. After lunch A grade and .\ reserve, that's Ada and
Margaret, they played agairst Pi:k Panthers. They well and at
the end they win. A grade played vary woll too. I hope next
Saturday we can play and win the s -ftball.

SOFTBALL: . . by Ada Pilakui Mawngwanda

In Darwin we always play softbe>i. I play for A reserve .and we
played against Pink Panthers, but shey didn't have many players so
the umpire, Fred Smith said," ths: \ reserve Kormilda will win.
S0 Miss Priserly told us to go fad watch the A grade and the
A grade played against Hells Lrgels win by one points We all
went back home. ) '



FRESH EFRUIT ¢ VEG HUMBUG .

The Co-Ord transport stiike will have some effects on the supplies
at the Store.The strike is now into 145 second week. The Stote will be
unable to get potatoes,oranges, onddns,apples etc, for thepresent. If
the strike breaks supplies of vegetables and fruit should be available in
about 11 days. :

) _ _from G.B.
AT THE WEEKEND:
DUTY SISTER: Mr.Mare L
DUTY OFFICER:The guessia Rusty Steele,
CHuRCH
PROGRAMME iS PER USUAL
MOVIES,
FRIDAY . .. . " SATURDAY g
. R KU \ . ;o )
A\ QO'W‘GM(&&_FOJ) Cp \‘—-roxs _ YR ,.‘_t‘“
Dhorn Wt Shes Wtal o, 7 7 Apeone Cllny,
ng\:u o | | )

Nice to see Ron Be% and family back in town., Ron looks fit again
and is back in Tne bike saddle., We heax that he's reedy for the next i-
cricket match ' : S _ ’

014 painter Bob Bilinyarra arrived :chis week, He has been in his country!
at Gadji for a Iong time and has had a spell in hospital., '
MAGAZINES WaAni1ED . o

"PICTURE MAGAZINES ARE URGENTLY REQUIRED FOR THE DROP.TN CLUB. ANY OFFERS
<EB ROGER PINK. MAGAZINES LIKE WOMEN'S WEEKLY,POST,PIX ETC. ARE TOES,

e/l

NOTICE. |
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EATEEAN B B YR - .
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I was just sitting down beving & private hitch the other day whilst reading
the nirage when I came across the words of our illustribus editor" ... don't sit and
bitch in privete - make your thinking Imown". This prompted me to gctlon on ayother issue,

With all due respect to the.editor and his edatorial licence, I.flnd that
his responce to Jack Mirritjs' story was in poor taste and a synpton o# an increasing
over zealous editorial participation. We, the contributors - both aboriginal and
European— should generally be able to write with a fair degree of inpunity from ridicule
deletions and non-constructive margin quips. 3 :

An opinion, such as that following Jacks story, would have been of more value
and less danage if it had been expressed in person, to the nan concerned or with a little ™
nore tact and clarification in the nirage. The ideal implied in the cqmpent is admirable:
enough but without consideration for that individual writers circunstances; his
interpretation of such & comment; and above all his gensitivities.

To one who has had some experience with Jack in the cepacity both of a
personal friend and a "ghost writer" (for want of a better tern) I feel it is necessary
after discussion with Jack, to write a little about his linmitations and potentials in
this area as I see them and without any illusion of being an cuthority on the natter,

However such an exercise would be a story in itself and better i reserved -
for o separate article. :

: Perhaps then to be truly honest to Jacks' stories and to all who read then
the names of two partices could appear on then, This could be done in either the forn
of, STORY TOLD TO........by JACK MIRRITII or STORY BY JACK MIRRITJI ASSISTED BYeooses

Frop there it is a matter of the degree of assistance, which must be the P
business of Jack and the person who helps hin. It is, them, this degree of
assistance that is open to conjecture. o o

Surely the novement at present is 1o work as "shaden nen" and advisors in
all areas of the community. This very real nced for assistance was poignantly denonstrated
at the recent Parents and Friends Annual‘General_Meeting_where aboriginials expressed
this need for assistance with running cormittees, neetings and voicing opinions. One
aboriginal man expressed this need adnirably by saying, in effect, that nany of then
could not write or read but did a lot of thinking, and that if we (balanda) accepted
this handicap and assured thenm of assistance in this area they were prepared to try
anything. This assistance takes the forn of writing up ninutes of neetings, writing their
views on such issues as land rights, pernit systen etc, answering questionnaires often
conpiled by Europeans to nention but a few forns. ' '

Surely then we rust assist in these areas at the risk of influencing the
opinion of the aboriginal to a degree in an effort to inspire the required confidence
jnto those who want to go forward in connunity matters. Also to allow then to
influence decisions concerning their own destinies.

Are Jack Mirritji's efforts in his chosen work any exception?

Marg Neale
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