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Alexandria City Public Schools
Elementary Recommendation

Proposed Final Implementation for 2019-20 
(proposed implementation begins 2018-19)

Staff: city won’t run afoul
of “sanctuary jurisdiction”
executive order
BY ERICH WAGNER

	 City officials said they 
are confident that Alexandria 
would not be included in so-
called “sanctuary jurisdictions” 
targeted for the loss of federal 
grant funding in an executive 
order signed last week by Presi-
dent Donald Trump.
	 But they fear broad local 
economic impacts as a result 
of a White House memoran-
dum implementing a 90-day 
federal hiring freeze, which 

they said could portend fur-
ther cutbacks to spending by 
the U.S. government.
    The executive 
order entitled “En-
hancing public 
safety in the inte-
rior of the United  
States” says “ju-
risdictions that 
willfully refuse to 
comply with [the fed-
eral immigration statute] are 
not eligible to receive federal 
grants, except as deemed nec-
essary for law enforcement 
purposes.”

   City spokesman Craig Fifer 
said that while the order leaves 

it up to the secretary of 
homeland security to 

determine which 
jurisdictions are 
“sanctuaries,” local 
officials are con-
fident Alexandria 

won’t be included in 
any crackdown. The 

city received $56.2 million 
in federal funds for fiscal 2017.
	 “We comply with all federal 
and state immigration laws, so 

Estimated 474  
elementary students to 
be moved in fall 2018
BY CHRIS TEALE

	 The Alexandria City 
School Board approved new 
boundaries for public el-
ementary schools in the city, 
bringing to an end a process 
that lasted approximately 18 
months.
	 The new boundaries will 
go into effect for the 2018-
2019 school year and require 
approximately 474 students to 
change schools when they are 
implemented. A total of 8,432 
students were enrolled in pre-
K through fifth grade as of 
December 2016.
	 Alexandria City Public 
Schools officials said a more 
detailed timeline and infor-
mation about the transition 
toward the new boundaries 

“WHY OLD PLACES MATTER”  
TO ALEXANDRIA - PAGE 16

LADY TITANS STAY UNBEATEN  
IN LEAGUE PLAY - PAGE 12

TimesAlexandria

Alexandria officials uncertain over 
federal hiring freeze

School board approves redistricted boundaries
Vol. 14, No. 5					      Alexandria’s only independent hometown newspaper	 FEBRUARY 2, 2017

would be published soon.
	 Schools Superintendent 
Alvin Crawley said staff and 
the board have a “full ac-
knowledgement that it does 
not represent a single solution 
for addressing overcrowd-
ing and capacity issues in our 
school division.”
	 “We know that we have 
to have multiple strategies 
in addition to a redistricting 
process that allows us to look 
at the distribution of our stu-
dents,” he said.
	 The board approved the 
new boundaries by an 8-1 mar-
gin, with Bill Campbell cast-
ing the lone dissenting vote. 
Campbell said he had concerns 
with the potential negative ef-
fects on some families, a lack 
of precision on grandfathering 

SEE REDISTRICTING | 6

SEE EXECUTIVE ORDERS | 9
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A LOOK TOWARD THE FUTURE  New Alexandria Chamber 
of Commerce board chairman Dak Hardwick addresses attend-
ees at the organization’s “Tomorrow’s Alexandria” event, hosted 
Saturday at the living and working space eLofts on the West End. 
Hardwick said with the growth coming to the city in the coming 
years, it is imperative for everyone to work together, including 
residents and the business community. The chamber’s subse-
quent events in 2017 will all focus on the future of Alexandria, 
according to officials.
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The time to sell is now. Let me put my 29 years of experience to work for you!

Since 1988

Christine Roland Garner
I Sell More Because I Do More!

My Priorities Are Simple...They’re Yours!
For additional information & Photos, Go to: www.ChristineGarner.com

Christine Garner (703) 587-4855

Coming Soon
ROSEMONT

$950,000 ~ Coming Soon
OLD TOWN

Unique  
opportunity 
in the SE 
quadrant  
1 block from 
the riverfront!
4 bedrooms,  
2.5 baths, 4 levels.  
Circa 1820 expand-
ed brick residence 
with 3 fireplaces, 
custom built-ins, 
original hardwood 
floors, spacious 
yard, outbuilding 
with electric and 
alley access. 

$615,000
ROSEMONT

Charming 
townhouse 
blocks to  
2 Metro 
Stations!
2 bedrooms,  
2 baths, 3 finished 
levels. Updated 
kitchen with 
attached 3 season 
porch and deck. 
Finished walk-out 
lower level to fenced 
yard. Refinished 
hardwood floors on 
2 levels and replace-
ment windows.  
Off street parking.

Spacious 
townhouse 
in courtyard 
setting with 
attached  
2 car garage!
3 bedrooms, 3 full 
and 2 half baths, 
4 finished levels. 
Desirable open floor 
plan, hardwood 
floors throughout, 
gas fireplace, Master 
suite with cathedral 
ceiling. 1 block to 
King St. Metro. 
Fabulous communi-
ty amenities!

Ideally located 
1 block from
King St. Metro
backing to 
park!
2 bedrooms, 2 baths, 
3 finished levels. 
Well maintained, 
refinished hardwood 
floors on 2 levels, re-
placement windows 
and much more! 
Finished walk-out 
lower level with 
full bath. Inviting 
screened porch, 
fenced yard and 
beautiful stone patio.

$875,000 ~ Coming Soon
OLD TOWN

Coming Soon
ROSEMONT

Beautiful spacious home with  
custom 2 story addition!

4 bedroom, 3.5 bath Cape Cod with 3 finished levels and an 
attached 1 car garage. Wood burning fireplace, custom built-ins, 

refinished hardwood floors. Fenced yard with patio and  
large custom deck.

OLD TOWN
$1,600,000 ~ Coming Soon

Wonderful 
investment 
opportunity 
in the heart 
of Old Town!
3 units totaling 
5 bedrooms and 
4.5 baths. Main 
3 story residence 
with 3 bedrooms 
and 2.5 baths 
is currently 
owner occupied. 
Meticulously 
maintained with 
high end finishes 
throughout.
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	 City council unanimously 
approved Saturday a strategic 
plan for fiscal 2017 through 
2022, to help councilors and 
staff guide the city’s direction 
and priorities in that time.
	 The plan’s vision for 2022 
sees Alexandria as a historic, 
inclusive city of kindness, 
with: distinct, vibrant and safe 
neighborhoods; a well-man-
aged government; flourishing 
arts, culture and recreation; 
a strong economy; thriving 
children and youth; active and 
secure older adults; environ-
mental sustainability; healthy 

residents of all ages; and mul-
timodal transportation.
	 The plan lays out 10 the-
matic areas to advance this 
ideal, with key indicators and 
action items for each. Offi-
cials said this enables staff 
and the community to clearly 
identify measurable goals and 
deliverables with which to 
track progress.
	 “The strategic plan is a 
vital tool to help us shape Al-
exandria’s next steps,” said 
Mayor Allison Silberberg. 
“We are fortunate that so 
many members of the com-

munity contributed their voic-
es to define a vision and goals 
for the future of our beloved, 
historic city.”
	 The current plan was de-
veloped with extensive com-
munity participation and 
contributions from all city 
departments, including 14 
in-person and online public 
meetings. Hundreds of resi-
dents and business represen-
tatives also provided input 
through AlexEngage, the 
city’s online engagement plat-
form.

- Chris Teale

THE WEEKLY BRIEFING
Council approves new strategic plan

	 The city’s efforts to deal 
with its combined sewer system 
outfalls into the Potomac River 
look set to be accelerated, but 
with a less stringent timeline 
than previously suggested by 
some members of the Virginia 
General Assembly.
	 Early in the session, a bill 
by state Sen. Richard Stuart 
imposed a deadline of 2020 
for Alexandria to stop its sew-
age outfalls into Oronoco Bay, 
Hunting Creek and Hoofs Run, 
after which the city would lose 
all state funding.
	 After that bill reached the 
floor of the state Senate and re-
ceived extensive debate, Stuart 
agreed to compromise with city 
legislators and set a 2025 dead-

line, with no funding penalty.
	 “While the improved bill 
that passed the Senate moves 
towards those goals, it still im-
poses an onerous completion 
deadline of 2025,” state Sen. 
Adam Ebbin (D-30) wrote in 
a letter to supporters. “How-
ever, it averts the potential loss 
of state funds and also likely 
removes the threat of the city 
of Alexandria having its AAA/
Aaa bond rating downgraded.”
	 An effort to secure more 
funding for local law libraries, 
including Alexandria’s, was 
quickly killed in a House of 
Delegates subcommittee. Cur-
rently, funding comes from a 
$3 fee added to civil lawsuits, 
but a bill by Delegate Mark 

Levine (D-45) would have al-
lowed localities to increase it 
to up to $7.
	 A bill in the House of Dele-
gates that could have curtailed 
the city’s broadband Internet 
initiative is still alive in com-
mittee, albeit with significant 
amendments. Sponsored by 
Delegate Kathy Byron (R-22), 
the bill had placed restrictions 
on Internet speed standards 
and a provision that could keep 
a municipal broadband provid-
er from expanding service.
	 Now, the most controversial 
provisions have been removed, 
with a focus on increasing 
transparency of publicly fund-
ed broadband authorities.

- Chris Teale

Richmond Roundup: State senators 
compromise on city’s sewers

Dentures starting at

Economy Single Arch

$325
$100

Routine
Tooth 
Extraction
Per tooth

Starting At

Free
Consult
& X-Ray FOR NEW  PAT IENTS

Smile : ) 
like you mean it.

Prince William Square 
Shopping Center

14228 Smoketown Road, 
Woodbridge, VA       

Come see the Affordable Difference.
Same-day dentures at prices well below the competition. 
Call 1-800-DENTURE® or visit AffordableDentures.com

Call for an Appointment 703-491-0570

02167-5

OFF
EconomyPlus 
or Higher Style 
Denture

$50

Offer good only at designated location. $50 denture discount good on any one 
individual denture purchase at the EconomyPlus level or higher – Coupon must 

be presented at time of initial payment and cannot be combined with any other 
coupon, discount, package price or prior order. Offer may change or end without 

notice. Limit one coupon per person. Minimum estimated value of Consult and 
X-Ray is $75, and covers a traditional 2-D X-Ray. Same-day service on Economy  

Dentures in most cases, call for details. Additional fees may be incurred  
depending on individual cases.  Advertised fees effective through 4/28/17.   

Coupon expires 4/28/17 and may change without notice.  

Affordable Dentures - 
Woodbridge    
Mesfin W. Zelleke, DDS, FICOI, FAAIP
Sachi Patel, DDS
Daniel Dafo, DDS
General Dentists

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Celebrating Four Years as a Reconciling Congregation 

Welcoming Everyone – No Exceptions! 

Fairlington United Methodist Church
3900 King Street, Alexandria, VA * www.fairlingtonumc.org 

Join Us for Reconciling Ministry Sunday
Guest Preacher: David McAllister-Wilson
President, Wesley Theological Seminary

Pamper Yourself Today
Alexandria’s Newest Salon & Spa

Book Online for 10% Discount

Sa-Sah Salon
604  S. Washington St

Alexandria, VA
(571)  970-6900

www.sasahsalon.comSamuel Soliman
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	 A city jury found an Alex-
andria man guilty of murder 
in circuit court last week in 
connection with a 2015 slay-
ing that occurred in North Old 
Town.
	 Rashad Lonzell Adkins, 
22, was convicted of two felo-
nies related to the July 2, 2015 
murder of Shakkan Elliott-
Tibbs on the 700 block of N. 
Fayette St. Adkins was con-
victed of murder in the second 
degree and use of a firearm in 
the commission of murder.
	 The court heard that on that 
night, the pair got into a verbal 
argument that turned physi-
cal. Adkins then produced a 
.40-caliber handgun and shot 
Elliott-Tibbs at least 4 times. 
Adkins fled the area; Elliott-
Tibbs died from his injuries.

	 The jury recommended that 
Adkins serve 40 years in jail 
for second degree murder, and 
three years for use of a firearm 
in the commission of murder. 
Under Virginia law, the judge 
will hear evidence at a sen-
tencing hearing and can accept 
or reduce the recommended 
sentence, but not increase it.
	 “This conviction was ob-
tained because courageous 
members of the community 
were willing to come forward, 
tell the truth and participate 
in a public trial,” said Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Bryan 
Porter in a statement. “A mur-
der is truly a crime against the 
community, and such cases 
require members of the com-
munity to come forward and 
assist my office in holding the 

perpetrator accountable. The 
day a community is willing to 
let such violence stand without 
a prosecution is the day violent 
felons feel free to act with im-
punity. 
	 “Such a situation is unten-
able and would place our city 
in a state of moral peril. I there-
fore wholeheartedly thank 
those outstanding citizens who 
were willing to participate in 
the trial of this matter.”
	 Chief Deputy Common-
wealth’s Attorney Molly Sul-
livan and Assistant Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Jessica 
Smith prosecuted the case. Ad-
kins is incarcerated in the Wil-
liam G. Truesdale Alexandria 
Adult Detention Center pend-
ing the sentencing hearing.

- Chris Teale

	 A man robbed the Hall-
mark greeting card store at the 
Bradlee Shopping Center on 
Monday night after implying 
he had a weapon.
	 Officers from the Alexandria 
Police Department responded to 
the center on the 3600 block of 
King St. at approximately 9:21 

p.m. January 30. Department 
spokeswoman Crystal Nosal 
said the suspect told cashiers he 
had a firearm and stole cash.
	 Nosal said there were no 
injuries. The Fairfax County 
Police Department’s helicop-
ter assisted with the pursuit, 
which Nosal said is standard 

practice if officers have a good 
description of the suspect and 
believe they are on foot.
	 Anyone with further infor-
mation is asked to call the Al-
exandria Police Department’s 
non-emergency number at 
703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

	 Two men assaulted and 
robbed a food delivery driv-
er near Landmark Mall last 
week, police said.
	 Officers from the Alex-
andria Police Department 
responded to the 200 block 
of Century Place at approxi-

mately 9:57 p.m. January 25. 
Department spokeswoman 
Crystal Nosal said the two 
male suspects in their early 
20s stole food from the deliv-
ery driver, but did not use a 
weapon.
	 Nosal had no further de-

tails on the investigation as of 
press time.
	 Anyone with further infor-
mation is asked to call the Al-
exandria Police Department’s 
non-emergency number at 
703-746-4444.

- Chris Teale

Man convicted for North Old Town homicide

Man robs Hallmark at Bradlee Shopping Center

Food delivery driver robbed on Century Place

POLICE BEAT

5 AGGRAVATED 
ASSAULTS 5

BURGLARIES33 THEFTS29 DRUG 
CRIMES11ASSAULTS

2SEXUAL 
OFFENSES

4
VEHICLE
THEFTS2 ROBBERIES

The following incidents occurred between January 25 and February 1.

*Editor’s note: Police reports are not considered public information in Virginia. The Alexandria Police 
Department is not required to supply the public at large with detailed information on criminal cases.

Source: raidsonline.com

http://bit.ly/17CherryC

    Join in the 9th Annual 
Cherry Challenge
January 29th thru February 11th

Be part of this popular  
Alexandria event! 

The finest Alexandria restaurants help to 
create this Cherry Themed Culinary Contest of 

beverages, appetizers, dinners & desserts.

Learn more, see the restaurant list 
and join the Challenge at
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ALEXANDRIA, VA BROKERAGE  |  400 SOUTH WASHINGTON STREET, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314  |  +1 703 310 6800     ttrsir.com
©2017 TTR Sotheby’s International Realty, licensed real estate broker. Sotheby’s International Realty and the Sotheby’s Internationa Realty logo are registered service marks used with 
permission. Each Offi ce Is Independently Owned And Operated. Equal housing opportunity.  All information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.  Price and availability subject to change.

GIBSON ISLAND, MD $2,495,000  |  640 Magothy Road
Contemporary house on 2.25 acres, built in 1989, exposed 
wood beams and ceilings, open � oor plan, expansive master 
bedroom suite, 4 BR, 2.5 BA, glorious views of Magothy, 
sunsets, � sh pond with waterfall, 200’ bulkheaded waterfront.

POTOMAC GREENS $997,500  |  1845 Potomac Greens Dr
Sophisticated 3,800 square foot home with 4 large bedrooms, 
3 full and 2 half baths, 2-car garage. Spacious light-� lled rooms 
throughout.  Shuttle bus to Metro, pool, clubhouse, gym, 
playgrounds and walking trails.
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

OLD TOWN GREENS $729,000  |  706 Scarburgh Way
UNDER CONTRACT: Great value in popular Old Town Greens. 
Fresh and updated, with large, airy rooms, and great light. 
Community shuttle to Metro. Pool and Tennis.
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

GIBSON ISLAND, MD $1,265,000  |  635 Broadwater Way
Charming, renovated and expanded, 3BR/3BA Cape Cod in 
move-in condition o¡ ers wonderful new  � nishes. 1st-� oor MBR 
suite, large, step-down living room with grand  � replace, family 
room opening to deck with tranquil views.

POTOMAC GREENS $879,900  |  1852 Carpenter Rd
Premiere location overlooking parkland with winter water views. 
Sparkling condition with many upgrades, 3/4 bedrooms, 3 full and 
2 half baths, 2-car garage, 2,632 square feet. Shuttle to Metro, 
pool, clubhouse, gym, playgrounds, walking trails.
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183 GIBSON ISLAND, MD $2,585,000  |  1617 St. Giles Road

Fully-renovated, turnkey Colonial, located in secluded cove on 
far end of Otter Pond with spectacular views of Chesapeake 
Bay and beyond. Private 1.5+ acre lot with private dock, 3 
 � nished levels, 4BR, 4.5BA, gourmet kitchen, 3 exposures 
overlooking water, and over-sized 2-car garage.

ARLINGTON $1,199,900  |  1881 N Nash Unit #1504
The Ultimate in DC Luxury Living. This 1,645 sq ft 1BR and 1 
very large den, 2BA elegant condominium with impeccable wide 
plank cherry � oors is � ooded with sunshine from � oor to ceiling 
windows spanning the entire property. Enjoy unobstructed views 
of the Virginia countryside from your 274 square foot balcony. 
Deeded Parking and storage included. Amenities rich building, 
pool, valet, 24/7 desk and exercise center.
DONNA MANK  +1  202 550 5617

GIBSON ISLAND, MD $1,275,000  |  738 Broadwater Way
Picturesque, one-level, charming 5BR, 3.5BA Charleston 
Colonial on lovely grounds (.73 acre) near Otter Pond, inviting 
front, columned porch with gazebo, rarely available, separate, 
spacious guest quarters.

OLD TOWN  $2,195,000  |  601 N. Fairfax St #502
Rare opportunity to own one of- a-kind condominium in Old 
Town’s new luxury waterfront condominium, The Oronoco. 800 
sq ft terrace with Potomac River views and � replace o¡ ers a 
rare lifestyle opportunity.Open � oor plan with 10’ ceilings, walls 
of windows, large rooms and � ne details throughout. High level 
security with 24 hour sta¡ ed lobby, pool, meeting rooms, party 
rooms, gym, dog washing area, and much more.
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

OLD TOWN $2,395,000  | 117 Prince Street
Just renovated, circa 1780 townhouse on historic Captain’s 
Row. Restorations include newly restored brick facade, new and 
restored windows, new roof, new ceilings revealing the original 
beams in the walk-out basement. Restored plaster, moldings, 
and fascia, new gas heating system, and many more quality 
renovations. 5,100 square feet, rare walk-out basement, large 
patio and parking for 2 cars.
HEATHER COREY +1 703 989 1183

GIBSON ISLAND HOMES
Private Island in the Chesapeake Bay on Western shore, no Bay Bridge crossing, only 1 hour from Washington, 25 minutes 

from BWI airport/train station, security, and private country club by separate membership process

BELLE HAVEN  $1,099,000  |  6210 Foxcroft Rd
Sited on a beautiful ivy covered lot, this extraordinary 4BR/3.5BA 
Belle Haven colonial o¡ ers a gracious living room with a � replace, 
separate dining room, updated kitchen with granite counters, 
lower level family room with a wet bar and � replace, fabulous 
screened porch, fountain, and deck for outdoor enjoyment. 
JEANNE WARNER +1 703 980 9106

WELLINGTON $1,100,000  | 7609 Ridgecrest Dr
Private retreat just minutes from Old Town sited on a beautiful lot 
with magni� cent trees and mature plantings o¡ ering 4 BR, 3 BA, 
gourmet chef’s kitchen, 2 � replaces, a waterfall, and a sparkling pool.
JEANNE WARNER +1 703 980 9106

SARAH KANNE +1 301 351 1319  |  COREY BURR +1  301 346 3345  |  gibsonisland.com
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and some missed opportuni-
ties around walkability.
	 ACPS had not drawn new 
elementary school boundar-
ies since 1999. Since then, 
officials said enrollment has 
grown steadily, at times spik-
ing by as many as 500 stu-

dents in a year. According to 
staff projections, enrollment 
is anticipated to rise by 4 per-
cent annually, and is not ex-
pected to plateau until 2030.
	 The new boundaries are 
contingent on the acquisition 
of the proposed West End el-
ementary school at 1701 N. 
Beauregard St., which would 

add 638 seats in a retrofitted 
office building. It is projected 
to open in fall 2018.
	 Under the plan, 4,992 stu-
dents are within walking dis-
tance of an elementary school, 
up from 3,380. And it ensures 
that the vast majority of stu-
dents attend their local school.
	 The new boundaries ensure 

REDISTRICTING  FROM | 1

FREEZE YOUR FAT AWAY, NO SURGERY NEEDED!

BUY 3 APPLICATORS GET 1 FREE
PLUS 2 VENUS FREEZE, SAVINGS: $1,500.00

Microdermabrasion or Facial Peel or Custom Designed Facial reg. $145.00 NOW $72.50

Venus Freeze/Legacy Body treatment reg. $350.00 NOW $245.00

Venus Freeze/ Legacy Jaw, Neck or Face reg. $350.00 NOW $245.00

Dermapen Needling reg. $390.00 NOW $312.00

Fractional Laser Pixel reg. $1,200.00 NOW $700.00

IPL Laser reg. $580.00 NOW $290.00

NEW: Hair Restoration Laser reg. $2,000.00 NOW $1,400.00

NEW: Tattoo Transepedermal Removal reg. $1,080.00 NOW $740.00

ARE YOU READY TO SCULPT 
YOUR BODY FOR SPRING?

50% OFFUP
TO

703-992-9290 | AstoriaLaserClinic.com
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that all elementary schools 
except Mount Vernon Com-
munity School and George 
Mason Elementary School 
fall within the optimal 90 to 
110 percent utilization rate of 
students living within the at-
tendance boundary compared 
with a school’s overall capac-
ity. Mount Vernon and George 
Mason still will be considered 
more overcrowded by that 
benchmark. 
	 But discussions among 
board members centered on 
several remaining issues, in-
cluding a section of the city 
— planning block 22 — that 
is currently in the zone for 
Samuel Tucker Elementary 
School but would be added to 
the soon-to-be-rebuilt Patrick 
Henry School’s zone.
	 At a public hearing last 
month, multiple parents raised 
concerns about that boundary 
change. Board member Chris 
Lewis suggested adding plan-
ning block 22 to the Tucker 
zone, but others disagreed and 
felt it would require more pub-
lic engagement.
	 “I’m looking at the whole 
school system, the whole city,” 
said board member Ronnie 
Campbell. “I don’t think it’s 
fair to take. Politically, it would 
be the right thing for me to do. 
But looking at the whole city, 
I’m saying no because then 
we’re going to have other peo-
ple coming to us, and it won’t 
be just a week or two to make 
another vote. It’ll be opening 
the whole thing back up.”
	 Lewis’ motion to add plan-
ning block 22 to the Tucker 
zone was defeated by a 5-4 
vote. School board member 
Veronica Nolan noted that cur-

rent Tucker students in block 
22 are able to stay at the school.
	 Nolan and Bill Campbell 
clashed on a proposed bound-
ary shift that would have 
zoned approximately 13 stu-
dents — according to staff 
data — to Jefferson-Houston 
School from Matthew Maury 
Elementary School. The plan 
failed, 6-3.
	 “My concern is, what would 
the uproar be from the com-
munity that we are holding up 
this process for 13 students as 
well as having this conversa-
tion tonight with all the 18 
months that has occurred with 
the community and public 
comments, staff work, board 
work and the review commit-
tee?” Nolan asked.
	 “This is about our neigh-
borhood, and an opportunity 
to say to anyone new to the 
area, whether you are black, 
brown, rich, poor, anything, 
we want you at Jefferson-
Houston,” Bill Campbell re-
sponded. “We don’t want you 
to have to volunteer, this is in 
your neighborhood.”
	 Some people in planning 
block 72, currently zoned for 
George Mason but set to shift 
to Charles Barrett Elementary 
School, had wished to see the 
school board revisit its grand-
fathering policies.
	 The policies, approved by 
the board on January 19, per-
mit students in grades four 
and five and their siblings to 
stay at the school they cur-
rently attend for up to two 
years.
	 Siblings of fourth- and fifth-
grade students have the op-

I understand that frustration, 
I understand that these were 

children involved, and I want to 
apologize to anyone who is very 
frustrated with the process and 
disappointed with the end result.”

- Veronica Nolan, Member, Alexandria City School Board

SEE REDISTRICTING | 25
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Churches, community 
groups and residents
march against organization
BY CHRIS TEALE

	 Around 100 protestors from 
faith groups and other commu-
nity organizations protested 
Sunday in Old Town against 
the self-proclaimed “alt-right” 
movement’s new headquarters 
in the city.
	 The group gathered at the 
intersection of King and Pat-
rick streets — where the new 
headquarters is located — and 
stayed for just over two hours 
holding signs, chanting and 
singing. It is the largest such 
demonstration since the head-
quarters opened.
	 David Hoover, a parish-
ioner at the historic Christ 
Church on North Washing-
ton Street, said the church’s 
Out and About group settled 
on helping launch a protest 
last week after a conversa-
tion with its rector. The group 

hosts monthly events and oth-
er social activities for parish-
ioners, guests and visitors to 
welcome lesbian, gay, bisexu-
al and transgender people.
	 Showing Up for Racial Jus-
tice’s Northern Virginia chap-

ter, a group that organizes white 
people to campaign for racial 
equality through community 
mobilization and education, 
also brought representatives.
	 And Grassroots Alexan-
dria, a non-partisan group 

formed to get people involved 
in campaigning and advocacy 
on local issues, also showed 
its support in addition to oth-
er nearby faith groups.
	 A website called AltRight.
com rented office space at 

King and North Patrick streets 
and launched earlier this 
month. The website lists three 
members of its leadership 
team: Daniel Friberg, Jason 
Jorjani and Richard Spencer.
	 A post on AltRight.com 
said it looks to bring “togeth-
er the best writers and ana-
lysts” from that sphere. The 
alt-right’s core concept is that 
white people and their influ-
ence are being undermined by 
mass immigration and multi-
culturalism.
	 Nonprofit civil rights ad-
vocacy group the Southern 
Poverty Law Center describes 
the alt-right as “white suprem-
acy rebranded for the digital 
age.” Ryan Lenz, editor of the 
SPLC’s Hatewatch blog, said 
they can express their views 
under the First Amendment 
and must be respected as such.
	 “That’s the reality,” Lenz 

Protests greet ‘alt-right’ Old Town headquarters

SEE ALT-RIGHT | 14

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
Around 100 protestors from community groups, churches and other organizations marched Sunday 
against the arrival of the self-proclaimed “alt-right” and its new headquarters in Old Town.
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Tuesday, February 7 
in Alexandria, VA 

7 p.m.

Join us for our latest seminar, 
Preparing for Retirement.

Do You Have What It 
Takes to Retire?

Seats are limited, so reserve yours today! 

Visit EdelmanFinancial.com/AT1  
or call 866-PLAN-EFS (866-752-6337)

Discover key strategies to help you plan for a long-
lasting and successful retirement, including:

•  Retirement Accounts and IRAs 
How to manage your investments and generate  
the income you need during retirement

•  Social Security 
How to maximize benefits for yourself, your spouse 
and your children

•  Estate Planning 
How to ensure your assets are protected and 
distributed as you want, with no surprises

Plus, when you attend this great event, you’ll receive a free copy of the book,  
The Truth About Retirement Plans and IRAs!

Advisory services offered through Edelman Financial Services, LLC. Securities offered through EF Legacy Securities, LLC, an affiliated broker/dealer, member FINRA/SIPC.

$15/individual
$25/couple
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Call or visit TheCharlestonWaldorf.com | 301-932-7013
45 Saint Patrick’s Drive, Waldorf, Maryland 20603

Sets the New Standard of healthy living, social interaction,
good friends and dedicated staff in a warm inviting atmosphere 

What would  
you rather see  
your loved one
DOING THIS  
  WINTER?

OF WALDORF, MD  

EXECUTIVE ORDERS
FROM | 1

we don’t appear to be affected 
with regard to funding,” Fifer 
said. “While it’s hard to research 
a hypothetical, and we don’t 
know what kind of scenarios are 
going to play out, what we can 
say overall is that it doesn’t ap-
pear this executive order would 
implicate federal funding for 
Alexandria to the extent that it 
focuses on compliance with cur-
rent federal immigration law.”
	 Vice Mayor Justin Wilson 
said action by city council in 
2007 codified that city police 
won’t ask people that they inter-
act with about their immigration 
status, but the city still complies 
with federal immigration law in 
that the sheriff’s office hands 
over jail inmates when request-
ed by U.S. Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement.
	 “The context was in response 
to what Prince William County 
was doing, when they were tak-
ing their police officers and hav-
ing them out stopping people on 
the street, inquiring about their 
status and detaining them,” 
Wilson said. “We simply said, 
‘We’re not going to do that.’”
	 But one directive from the 
Trump administration has pro-
voked local worries. Wilson said 
the implications of a presidential 
memorandum ordering agencies 
to freeze hiring for 90 days until 
a study of federal spending can 
take place could hurt Alexan-
dria and the entire D.C. region 
economically.
	 “If you just look at the num-
bers, the sequester was a cut of 
$1.2 trillion over 10 years and 
everyone went nuts, but now 
we’re talking about potentially 
$1.2 trillion a year,” Wilson said. 
“When you think about what 
that does to the region’s GDP, 
and what it does to the real es-
tate market, the potential is very, 
very, very dramatic.”
	 Wilson said he wants city 
staff to develop an “emer-
gency plan” in case the Trump 
administration advances a 
budget that dramatically cuts 
federal employment, which he 
said would have a clear impact 

on Alexandria’s economic ac-
tivity and tax revenues.
	 “There’s probably three areas 
I’d focus on: first, we have to deal 
with the fiscal piece and have ap-
propriate financial contingen-
cies, almost like how you prepare 
for a natural disaster, and that’s 
the easy stuff,” he said. “The sec-
ond aspect would focus on eco-
nomic development, developing 
incentive packages and things 
like that, basically accelerating 
what we’re trying to do already 
with the diversification of the 
economy so that we have less de-
pendency on federal spending.
	 “And then looking at our 
land use initiatives and efforts, 
we can accelerate that.”
	 Mayor Allison Silberberg 
also noted that the change in gov-
ernment leadership is a reminder 
that Alexandria needs to become 
less reliant on government jobs.
	 “There will certainly be a 
potential impact, and we’re still 
feeling the effects of seques-
tration,” Silberberg said. “I’m 
certainly very focused on di-
versifying the economy so that 
we’re not so tied to the ups and 
downs of the federal govern-
ment. Having said that, I know 
that so many people have dedi-
cated their lives to making a dif-
ference for our country ... and so 
I am concerned about the well 
being of the residents of our city 
and what it means in terms of 
their livelihood.”
	 Dak Hardwick, board 
chairman of the Alexandria 
Chamber of Commerce, said 
he hasn’t heard much from lo-
cal businesses about the poten-
tial impact of the hiring freeze 
yet. But he said any cut in fed-
eral spending ends up having 
an impact on the local level.
	 “Any time when you have a 
reduction or elimination of jobs, 
you have less people wanting to 
come to the area and be a part of 
this region and Alexandria spe-
cifically, although it’s a regional 
problem,” he said. “The mes-
sage we tell businesses is to stay 
the course, stay with your plan 
and function the best you can, 
and then adjust as the circum-
stances change. Because at this 
point, there’s nothing tangible to 

react to yet.”
	 But Stephanie Landrum, 
president and CEO of the Alex-
andria Economic Development 
Partnership, said that while she 
worries about the economic 
impact of a cutback in federal 
spending, leaders should not 
jump to conclusions just yet.
	 “While I think we are defi-

nitely watching all the different 
changes happening on the fed-
eral level as a community whose 
economy is certainly tied if not 
dependent on federal spending, 
whether it’s households who are 
employed by the federal gov-
ernment or businesses here that 
also rely on the federal govern-
ment, we’re definitely watch-

ing,” Landrum said.
	 “But when you look at histo-
ry, when the federal government 
shrinks, the contracting indus-
try tends to grow. So maybe the 
silver lining is that we might see 
some expansion in the contract-
ing markets, and Alexandria 
businesses tend to be pretty well 
positioned on that front.”
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Visit your neighborhood branch today! 

burkeandherbertbank.com
703.684.1655 

Burke & Herbert Bank
At Your Service Since 1852®
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FOR USE ON COATED STOCK
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              beat

We pay your fees 
at every ATM in 
America.

Ask about a 
Convenient Checking 
Account.

What’s 
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different?

Here’s our 
different:

Minimum deposit to open $25. ©2017 Burke & Herbert Bank.
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Lot near AMC theater 
tapped for new mixed-
use project
BY CHRIS TEALE

	 Another section of the 
Hoffman Town Center area 
near Eisenhower Avenue, 
north of the AMC movie the-
ater, is slated for transforma-
tion into a mixed-use residen-
tial and retail community.
	 Developer Stonebridge-
Carras has put forward a plan 
to build an approximately 
215,000-square-foot retail space 
anchored by a grocery store 
and health club, with another 
750,000 square feet of residen-
tial space above. Approximately 
1,590 parking spaces across 
multiple levels would be added 
for the project across all the 
uses.
	 It draws on similar so-
called “town centers” across 
the region in places like Rock-
ville, Md. and Reston, which 
combine retail, restaurant and 
residential space in walkable 
areas accessible via various 
transportation options.
	 Currently, the space is an 
empty parking lot bound by 
Mill Road and Mandeville 
Lane. The area used to be 
home to buildings owned by 
the U.S. Department of De-
fense.
	 “This will become the 
town center of Carlyle,” said 
Alexandria Economic Devel-
opment Partnership president 
and CEO Stephanie Landrum 

at an event hosted by city tour-
ism authority Visit Alexandria 
last week.
	 The firm’s senior develop-
ment manager Jeremy Lena 
said at a work session of the 
Carlyle/Eisenhower East De-
sign Review Board last month 
that the residential units will 
be a mix of approximately 
120 condominiums, 410 apart-
ments and between 150 and 
200 units in a senior living 
facility.
	 StonebridgeCarras has en-
gaged city-based architecture 
firm Cooper Carry to design 
the project, which underwent a 
concept review with the board. 
Land-use attorney Duncan 
Blair of Land, Carroll and 
Blair, P.C., which represents 
the applicant, said the project 
is slated to come before city 
council and the planning com-
mission in November.
	 For StonebridgeCarras, 
the project represents some-
thing of a continuation of its 
recent return to developing 
Alexandria sites. The firm is 
behind the recently approved 
Oakville Triangle redevelop-
ment project on U.S. Route 1 
near Potomac Yard, its first in 
20 years after building offices 
in Carlyle. This new plan rep-
resents a strong opportunity 
for the area, officials said.
	 “I don’t know why we left 
Alexandria for 20 years, but 
we came back,” said Stone-
bridgeCarras principal Doug 

Firstenberg at the work ses-
sion. “[There’s] a great movie 
theater, but the rest kind of 
never happened.”
	 Firstenberg told the board 
that the proposed town cen-
ter has the potential to at-
tract visitors from across the 
region given its location near 
an off-ramp from the Capital 
Beltway. He added that with 
varied uses — including an 
anchor grocery store, day 
care centers for children and 
animals as well as restaurants 
to add nightlife options — it 

could be a real draw.
	 Board members appeared 
optimistic about filling the re-
tail space with different uses, 
with an emphasis on offering 
options that may not be found 
elsewhere in the city.
	 “If you talk to them about 
what’s available in Alexandria 
and the region, they say there’s 
not much,” said design review 
board member Lee Quill. 
“There’s probably a good op-
portunity for modulation here 
in terms of uses.”
	 The proposal to add a se-

nior living facility gained spe-
cial praise, with board mem-
ber Roger Lewis pointing to 
a nationwide trend of seniors 
wanting to be in urban, walk-
able settings later in life.
	 But the board expressed 
some reservations about the 
location of the residential and 
senior living units on a 700-
foot podium, with the apart-
ments located in the center. 
Cooper Carry principal David 
Kitchens said it was by design 

Hoffman Town Center to see more
redevelopment

SEE HOFFMAN | 25

IMAGE/CITY OF ALEXANDRIA

Under the plan by developer StonebridgeCarras, two blocks of the Hoffman Town Center would be transformed from parking lots into a mixed-use community containing retail space, 
residential units and a senior living facility, anchored by a grocery store.
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~ Canine Health Care ~

www.diannhicks.com

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks, finding 

homes for pets and humans, alike.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT SARAH’S FUND, PLEASE CALL  

703-746-4774 OR VISIT US AT www.ALExANDRIAANIMALS.ORg/DONATE

 THANk yOU

Puppies require surgery sometimes.  “Sarah’s Fund” 

provides Shelter pets with needed procedures.

 
This puppy will soon undergo an operation to repair 

“pulmonic stenosis”, with donations from Alexandrians.

 
Your five-dollar donation adds to Sarah’s Fund and 

together with contributions of others,  ensures that 

medical care is there when needed.

ADOPTABLE PET OF THE WEEK

~ Special Needs ~
Extra patience may be required to adopt Flash. At 

age 4, he is energetic, and needs encouragement to 
slow down.

 
He’s lost a leg, but gained perspective on what’s 
important; be happy each day, and love those 

around you. Flash well knows this credo, and hopes 
for a home of his own to share the love.

 
For iNFo about alexaNdria’S adoptable 
petS, pleaSe viSit www.alexandriaanimals.org.

tHaNK You

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

The Alexandria Animal Shelter’s Pet of the 
Week is sponsored by Diann Hicks Carlson, 
finding homes for pets and humans, alike.

www.diannhicks.com

~ Something in Common~
You and “Fares” share a trait, you 

both love dogs! Young Fares is only  
four years old, and is anxious to get  

settled in a new home.
If you have room in your home and heart 

for this sweet guy, please stop by to meet him.

www.alexandriaanimals.org 
♥ 703-746-4774 ♥

THANK YOU

Pediatric Associates has served 
families in Northern Virginia for 
over 60 years. We are excited to 
announce the opening of our 
second office in Potomac Yard, 
close to Del Ray, Old Town and 
Arlington neighborhoods.

For more information:
703-924-2100 
www.pedsalex.com

Total healthcare for children, 
from infancy through 
adolescence to college age. 

SPORTS

TCW girls basketball stay 
unbeaten against Patriot 
opponents, 17-1 overall
BY CHRIS TEALE

	 The T.C. Williams girls bas-
ketball team’s winning streak in 
Patriot Conference play showed 
no signs of slowing Tuesday 
with a comfortable 72-33 win 
against South County.
	 Now holding a 17-1 overall 

record and a 11-0 clip in their 
conference, the Lady Titans 
are riding high with just three 
games left in the regular sea-
son. They return to action Fri-
day at West Springfield.
	 And while the scoreboard 
reflected a comfortable win 
for T.C. on its home court, 
head coach Kesha Walton said 
she still expected more from 

her team, especially in a first 
half that ended with the Lady 
Titans ahead 36-16.
	 “Overall, I think it was 
OK,” Walton said. “Just OK in 
the fact that we pride ourselves 
on holding teams to 10 points 

or less a quarter. A couple of 
times, I don’t think they really 
got over 10, but I have higher 
expectations. I think we had 
too many unforced turnovers.
	 “So yes, we won by a large 
margin, but I still have high ex-

pectations for our team. We set 
goals every game, and a couple 
of them we did not achieve. 
But I’m happy we won, I’m not 
taking the win away.”

PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
Lady Titans point guard Trinity Pa-
lacio (holding the ball) assesses 
her passing options against South 
County on Tuesday night. Palacio 
finished with 21 points as T.C. beat 
the Stallions 72-33.

Lady Titans maintain hot streak 
in conference play

SEE TITANS | 13
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Since 1953

Bradlee Shopping Center, 3610 King Street,  Alexandria, VA 22302 

“SUPER BOWL
30-50% OFF

4 Hours Only!
12 - 4pm

SALE  ”

703-379-6010  Bcjewelers.Net
Selected Items. Sale Exludes Consignment Items– No Lay-Away-All Sales FINAL

Sunday, February 5, 2017  

	 Walton said after a frank 
conversation in the locker room 
at halftime, things improved for 
the Lady Titans. Senior forward 
Bhrandi Crenshaw set the tone 
as she nonchalantly blocked 
South County’s first in-bounds 
pass of the third quarter back 
over the sideline.
	 It was another victory built 
on a strong defense, with the 
Stallions having to fend off an 
aggressive high press when in-
bounding the ball from under 
their own hoop. That energetic 
defense helped spark a fast-
paced offense, and the Lady 
Titans surged into the lead and 
cruised to victory.
	 “A lot of the teams in our 
conference play a slow game 
and pack it in with the zone [de-
fense],” said sophomore point 
guard Trinity Palacio, who led 
T.C. with 21 points. “We just 
tried to push the ball ahead to 
get easy lay-ups on fast breaks.”
	 Crenshaw added 16 points 
for the Lady Titans. Fresh-

man guard Gabriella San Di-
ego scored 15 points for South 
County, which fell to 6-13 over-
all this season. And despite the 
win, Walton said she always 
demands more from her players, 
who remain the team to beat in 
the Patriot Conference.
	 “I just have higher expecta-
tions for our team, looking down 
the road and the bigger picture,” 
she said. “We’re going to play 
some even tougher teams com-
ing up, and I look at details. For 
us, it doesn’t matter who we play. 
I don’t look at the score to be hon-
est, I look at certain things that 
we look to achieve, and if we’re 
not achieving them I’m upset. 
The score doesn’t matter to me.”
	 For the players, having 
coaches that demand excel-
lence is helpful, especially in a 
long regular season that could 
stretch even longer with post-
season play.
	 “It gives you a lot of moti-
vation, and makes you want to 
work harder,” Palacio said. “She 
helps us strive to be our best.”
	 Walton said the team’s first 

For us, it’s 
game by game 

and day by day. I 
always tell them 
they are amongst 
the hunted. People 
are going to give 
you their best game, 
so we have to give 
them our best game 
every single night. 
Even in practice, we 
have a boys practice 
squad we play 
against every day. 
They’re a lot faster, 
they’re a lot stronger, 
so that’s who we 
compete against. 
And they don’t take 
it lightly on us, so 
that helps us come 
game night.”

- Kesha Walton,  
Head coach, T.C. Williams 

girls basketball

priority is to win its three re-
maining regular-season games, 
before looking ahead to postsea-
son play in the Patriot Confer-
ence and a possible berth in the 
Virginia High School League’s 
state tournament. It is important 
to not look too far ahead, espe-
cially as the teams below them 
jockey for position, Walton said.
	 “To be honest, our thing to-
night was the quest to four,” she 
said. “That means we had four 
games left, and we wanted to 
finish these last four with wins. 
For us, yes the bigger picture 
is there. But now our goal is to 
win the last three. We want to 
finish these three games 3-0, so 
that’s what we’ve been doing. 
We won this game, then focus 
on Friday’s game. Ours is one 
game at a time, then everything 
else will take care of itself.”
	 “It’s a lot of pressure,” Pala-
cio added. “You don’t want to 
lose that one game. So we’ve 
just got to stay focused on the 
rest of the regular season.”
	 Last season, the Lady Ti-
tans triumphed in the Patriot 

Conference tournament but 
lost to Fairfax in the quarter-
finals of the VHSL 6A North 
regional tournament. And this 
season, the team’s only defeat 
came against Ridge View High 
School of Columbia, S.C. dur-
ing the Carolina Invitational 
tournament on December 28.
	 But with an overarch-
ing goal of reaching the state 
tournament, Walton said it is 
imperative for her players to 
not let their guard down at any 
stage, especially with the post-
season fast approaching.
	 “For us, it’s game by game 
and day by day,” Walton said. 
“I always tell them they are 
amongst the hunted. People 
are going to give you their best 
game, so we have to give them 
our best game every single 
night. Even in practice, we 
have a boys practice squad we 
play against every day. They’re 
a lot faster, they’re a lot stron-
ger, so that’s who we compete 
against. And they don’t take it 
lightly on us, so that helps us 
come game night.”

TITANS           FROM | 12
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said. “These are protected 
under the First Amendment, 
so long as there are not ex-
plicit calls for violence. It’s 
one of the unfortunate re-
alities of the hate movement 
of the United States: that it 

exists out there. It is in our 
neighborhoods, it is in our 
back yards — now more than 
ever — especially as a result 
of a pretty progressive trend 
to move these ideas from the 
margins to the mainstream of 
American culture.”
	 In recent days, protesting 

the group has received support 
from some elected officials. 
Delegate Mark Levine (D-
45) said at a town hall meet-
ing Saturday that he would be 
happy to sign a letter to the 
building’s owner explaining 
the situation and some of the 
community’s opposition.

	 “He [Spencer] does have 
a legal right to be there, but 
we have a legal right to let 
him know how unwelcome he 
is,” Levine said at the event, 
hosted jointly with state Sen. 
Adam Ebbin (D-30) at Mount 
Vernon Community School in 
Del Ray.
	 The protest Sunday was a 
peaceful one, with traffic able 
to flow freely and pedestrians 
not affiliated with the march 
able to navigate the sidewalks. 
A number of cars showed 
their support by honking their 
horns as they drove past, and 
several King Street Trolleys 
rang their bells.
	 An officer from the Al-
exandria Police Department 
was posted nearby to moni-
tor the situation, but was not 
called into action at any point. 
Police spokeswoman Crystal 
Nosal said the protestors had 
reached out to the department 
beforehand, primarily to seek 
advice on the legalities of 
their event and things to be 
aware of.
	 For some protestors, it was 
important to stand against 
what they saw as the return 
of extreme racist views to the 
mainstream.
	 “We’ve come too far to be 
doing this again in the United 
States,” said local resident El-
len Bowman. “I can’t believe 
how far the United States has 
gone down this road, but if we 
have to protest every day to 
stop it, we’ll protest every day 
to stop it.”
	 Others said it was troubling 
to see the movement not only 
in the mainstream, but also in 

their neighborhood. Several 
cited city council’s statement 
of inclusiveness, issued in 
November to emphasize the 
city’s diversity as a strength.
	 “Then to have the juxta-
position of someone so full of 
hate, him leading that group 
of hate-filled people, does 
not sit well with me,” said 
Bridget Evans, a parishioner 
at Christ Church. “With our 
church coming over here, I 
was incredibly enthusiastic 
to join.”
	 “I’m aghast that what we 
thought was a fringe movement 
of white supremacy is right 
under our noses. It’s no lon-
ger what you hear about in the 
far West,” said resident Karen 
Schwarz, referring to Spencer’s 
previous residence in Mon-
tana. “It’s no longer these little 
groups. It’s right here under our 
noses and in our community. 
For me, that’s scary.”
	 Felicity Boyer of the local 
SURJ chapter said a num-
ber of initiatives are com-
ing down the pike to fight 
against what she described as 
a “climate of hatred.” Boyer 
said that will include a future 
joint statement being worked 
on by faith and ethics groups 
on inclusivity and encourag-
ing people to be their “best 
selves.”
	 And as for future work, 
Jonathan Krall of Grassroots 
Alexandria said the onus is on 
opponents in the community 
to keep making themselves 
heard on various issues. 
	 “It’s not just a matter of 
pushing back, it’s a matter of 
pushing forward,” he said.

 
  

www.Hermitage-Nova.com

 Hermitage is a welcoming community where 
  senior citizens can enjoy an enriching lifestyle
  with many choices. Residents live in spacious
   apartments, with a generous service package 
   that frees them from the demands of home 
   maintenance and supports continued 
   personal independence. 
    As a CCRC, Hermitage also offers health
   services on site, including assisted living and
   skilled nursing care. Residents gain peace of
  mind, knowing their future needs will be met
  without having to relocate.
  Living at Hermitage, you’ll have the freedom 
  to plan each day as you see fit. Make your life
  as busy or as relaxed as you prefer.

where 
seniors ages 
62 and better 

enjoy 
rewarding 
lifestyles in 
the heart 

of Alexandria

Celebrating Life Not Years

5000 Fairbanks Ave. Alexandria 22311
703-797-3844

Call 703-797-3844 for more information. 
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I’m aghast that what we thought 
was a fringe movement of white 

supremacy is right under our noses. It’s 
no longer what you hear about in the far 
West. It’s no longer these little groups. 
It’s right here under our noses and in our 
community. For me, that’s scary.”

- Karen Schwarz, resident



you know how best to keep 
your pet healthy this winter.
	 WINTER GEAR: Paws, tips 
of tails and ears are vulnerable 
to frostbite, so it is important 

to protect these and keep your 
dog warm on walks. Those with 
shorter coats can wear a water-
resistant sweater or a coat with 
a high collar that covers them 

from the base of the tail to the 
belly to stay warm.
	 Consider putting booties on 

HOMES
A DOG’S PURPOSE Not as uplifting as hoped, 
this movie about a purposeful dog rein- 
carnated does feature a few bright spots. 

16 ARTS 18 CALENDAR
GREAT EVENTS NO MATTER THE WEATHER
The month of February is chock full of fun Alex-
andria events and happenings.

19
WHY DO OLD PLACES MATTER? A historic 
Old Town home plays host to a salon featuring 
preservationists to benefit the Anthenaeum.

 WWW.ALEXTIMES.COM 	  

Times
FEBRUARY 2, 2017	  15

PE TS ALEX ANDRIA TIMES	  

BY KIM GILLIAM

	 This week’s snowfall re-
minds us that winter is official-
ly here. While some of us really 
enjoy this time of 
year and others see 
it as a nuisance, it 
requires pet own-
ers to think about 
the safety and well 
being of our furry 
loved ones in the 
cold weather. Fol-
lowing are some 
things to think 
about.
	 OUTSIDE TIME: Does 
your pet typically spend a lot 
of time outside exploring the 
backyard or going on walks? 
Reduce that time drastically 
during the months with freez-
ing temperatures.
	 Stay attuned to your pet’s 
tolerance to the cold, which can 
differ based on coat, body fat 
stores, activity level and health. 
Reduce the length of walks or 
outside time, being especially 

careful with dogs that are short-
legged or elderly. 
	 FOOD AND DRINK: It 
takes more energy for your 

pet to stay warm 
and active outside 
in the winter, so 
likewise they may 
eat more.
    Indoor animals 
likely will sleep 
more to conserve 
energy, so they 
may actually need 
to be fed less so 
they don’t gain 

weight. Either way, they should 
have access to plenty of fresh, 
running water; they cannot hy-
drate from a frozen water bowl.
	 WELLNESS CHECK: 
The cold can make some med-
ical conditions like arthritis 
act up, and pets with diabe-
tes, hormonal imbalances or 
heart and kidney disease have 
a harder time regulating their 
body temperature. Schedule 
an exam with your vet so that 

Kim Gilliam

Help prevent pup’s winter blues

SEE PETS | 20
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Planning to spruce up your home’s interior?
Call us now for a FREE estimate, and take 10% off  

if the work is performed now through March 31st 2017.
703-684-7702

10%
Winter Painting 

Discount

on bank notes that the Wilsons 
said might have been the earliest 
visual print of any structure in 
Alexandria. The three and one-
half-story building with Flemish 
bond brickwork and stone trim 
had four bays, two arched door-
ways — one private and one 
public — and a single dormer, 
all of which still exist.
	 Wilson shared that the 
Bank of the Potomac could be 
considered “an early Ameri-
can skyscraper” in the 1800s.
	 In 1847, the Bank of Po-
tomac merged with the Farm-
ers Bank. Bank operations 
ended in the fall of 1861 during  
Alexandria’s Civil War occu-

SEE SALON  | 17

“Why do old places matter?”

	 This beautiful 19th century 
home is ideally located, just a 
block from the Potomac riverfront 
and Lee Street Park.
	 This expanded semi-detached 
brick residence offers endless 
possibilities. Built in 1820 and 
expanded with a two-story ad-
dition, this home features more 
than 2,400 square feet of living 
space.
	 There are three wood burning 
fireplaces, original hardwood 

floors on three levels and cus-
tom built-ins.
	 The main level with tall ceil-
ings is open and has French doors 
that lead to a spacious enclosed 
yard with mature landscaping, a 
brick patio, an outbuilding with 
electricity and alley access.

This circa 1820 brick residence 
(right) sits just steps from Lee Street 
Park, and has been expanded (left)
with a 2 story addition.

At a Glance:
Location: 207 Gibbon St., 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Neighborhood: Old Town

Price: $950,000
Bedrooms: 4
Bathrooms: 2.5
Levels: 4
Built: 1820

Contact:  
Christine Garner,  
Weichert Realtors, 
703-587-4855,
www.christinegarner.com

Unique opportunity in southeastern 
Old Town

HOME OF THE WEEK

Historic home plays host 
to salon benefitting the 
Athenaeum
BY JENNIFER POWELL

	 Ashley and George Wil-
son’s recently renovated home 
on Prince Street has no few-
er than two front doors and 
bears the distinct legacy of 
being a daily landmark for 
three centuries of Alexandri-
ans. Prior to the elegant build-
ing becoming a home in 1986, 
it served as five sequential 
incarnations of business then 
government and municipal of-
fices dating back to 1806.
	 The Wilsons opened their 
home to visitors last weekend, 
through their left front door, 
for a professional salon-style 

discussion about the impor-
tance of historic preservation.
	 After a social hour held on 
the ground floor, Ashley Wil-
son led guests upstairs to the 
salon room. Guests were treat-
ed to Wilson’s vivacious retell-
ing of how she and George met 
and came to own their home.
	 For Ashley, the Graham 
Gund architect for the His-
toric Sites at the National 
Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, it was a perfectly logical 
condition for marriage that 
“that she absolutely had to 
live in a historic house.”
	 The house they bought and 
then extensively renovated was 
first constructed as the Bank of 
Potomac building and appeared 

COURTESY PHOTO

Guests mingle on the first floor of Ashley and George Wilson’s home, 
once the Bank of Potomac.
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pation. In 1862, Union officers 
used part of the building for of-
fices and in 1863 it became the 
headquarters of the Restored 
Government of Virginia.
	 After western Virginia 
counties loyal to the Union 
became the state of West 
Virginia, Governor Francis 
Pierpont relocated the capitol 
of restored Virginia to 415 
Prince St., making it the capi-
tal building for all of Virginia 
and West Virginia.
	 After the war, it became an 
insurance office, then the of-
fices for the Alexandria Water 
Company. Sold in the early 
20th century, the property 
was converted to apartments 
and called The Virginia. In 
1959, after undergoing exten-

sive renovations, it became 
known as The Statehouse, a 
reference to its days as a seat 
of government.
	 In 1986 the building be-
came a private residence, and 
in 1987 the owner obtained a 
preservation easement with 
the Virginia Historic Land-
marks Commission.
	 Wilson said that around 
this time, the expansive and 
filled-in basement was cleared 
of clay to reveal the incredible 
bricks made by slaves and 
mortar work that can be seen 
today. The basement served as 
the home’s kitchen, with food 
being sent up via a dumbwait-
er to the dining room on the 
second floor. Two changes of 
owners later and the Wilsons 

Custom Design
• Kitchens
• Bathrooms
• Countertops
• Vanity Tops
• Fireplaces
• Superior

 Quality
Cabinets

Kitchen & Bath 
Showroom

7700-B Backlick Rd. 
Springfield VA 22150

Schedule a FREE In-Home Estimate today!
Call (703) 337-2020 | info@bestkitchenandbath.us

540-839-1766  •  OMNIHOTELS.COM/THEHOMESTEAD

WINTER SKI 
PACKAGE

FROM $224  PER NIGHT
WITH LIFT TICKETS

CATCH A LIFT
THIS WINTER.

George Wilson (above) greets 
guests as they descend from 
the second floor salon to the 
basement, a spacious treaure 
of brick arches and stone walls 
unearthed in 1986 after years 
of being filled in. The centuries 
old home (right) at 415 Prince 
St. features many of the origi-
nal architectural details of its 
construction in 1806, namely 
the two arched entry doors for 
The Bank of the Potomac’s pub-
lic and private use respectively.

SEE SALON  | 20

PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL
Tom Mayes, vice president 
and general counsel for the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation, discusses “Why 
Do Old Places Matter?” with 
the Wilsons’ guests in the 2nd 
floor salon. 
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A movie intended to 
uplift is merely grim
BY RICHARD ROEPER

	 All the best dog movies 
make you cry — but it’s usu-
ally because by the time we 
say goodbye to the beloved ca-
nine, we’ve shared an amazing 
journey with the pup and it’s a 
“happy sadness” we feel at the 
end of the story.
	 “A Dog’s Purpose” just 
wears you down.
	 Sure, we get the obligatory 
slapstick dog shtick in the form of 
overturned food carts, disastrous 
dinner scenes and wacky chases, 
and there are some uplifting mo-
ments, but the overall mood of 
Lasse Hallstrom’s pup-point-of-
view film is melancholy, some-
times even grim.
	 Let’s put it this way. In the 
middle of a relatively family-
friendly, PG-rated story, we 
get a story about a German 
Shepherd in the K-9 unit of the 
Chicago Police Department, 
who accompanies his sad and 
lonely human on a chase to 
rescue a 12-year-old girl who 
has been kidnapped by an 
armed and dangerous relative.
	 Even the dog tells us that 
particular life wasn’t much fun.

“A Dog’s Purpose” is based 

on W. Bruce Cameron’s novel, 
which spent nearly a year on 
the New York Times bestseller 
list. Director Hallstrom and the 
five screenwriters, including 
Cameron, adhere to the basic 
theme, which is to follow one 
dog living several lives through 
reincarnation. Through life 
and death and changes of breed 
and gender, the dog still re-
tains his original identity, but 
of course the various human 
owners have no idea their new 
pup has been around the block.
	 The first indication of the 
surprisingly dark side of “A 
Dog’s Purpose” comes early 
on, and let’s just leave it at 
that and move on to the story 
of Bailey, a retriever who is 
rescued from the back of a hot 
pickup truck by a boy named 
Ethan (Bryce Gheisar) and his 
mom (Juliet Rylance).
	 Josh Gad voices Bailey and 
continues to do the narration 
for the various reincarnations 
of the pup throughout the sto-
ry, and what a marvelous job 
he does. In fact, Gad’s voice 
work is more interesting than 
many of the performances by 
the earnest but not particularly 
memorable cast.

When Ethan and Bailey 

first team up, Ethan appears to 
be about 11 and it’s 1961. They 
have a great old time together, 
but there’s a heavy cloud lurking 
over Ethan’s childhood, as his 
father (Luke Kirby) is an alco-
holic with a frightening temper.
	 Cut to about a half-dozen 
years later, with the teenage 
Ethan (K.J. Apa) now a star on 
the football team and in love 
with the lovely Hannah (Britt 
Robertson). It should be the late 
1960s by now, but it still looks 
and feels like it’s about 1962. 
This is one of a handful of times 
when the timeline (and the ac-
tors playing certain characters) 
seems a bit askew.
	 The relationship between 
Ethan and Bailey is sweet but 
a little ridiculous, what with 
Ethan taking Bailey every-
where, including on apparently 
every single date and even to 
his football games.
	 Bailey’s life span with 
Ethan is bittersweet at best. 
And that’s not even the most 
depressing section of the film. 
Remember the whole German 
Shepherd K-9 unit thread?
	 Not to mention the time Bai-
ley is reincarnated as a Labrador 
retriever who is sold in a shop-
ping mall parking lot to a girl 

who appears to be on meth. She 
takes him home to a rundown 
shack, where her menacing boy-
friend insists the dog be kept 
chained in the yard, where he is 
neglected to the point of abuse.
	 To be fair, there are some 
happier interludes, and it all 
builds up to what is supposed 
to be an emotional crescendo, 
where certain humans get clo-
sure and Bailey finally under-
stands his purpose. But even 
the “happy ending” is soaked in 
regret and what if’s.
	 “A Dog’s Purpose” isn’t re-
incarnation propaganda. We’re 
just asked to go with the prem-
ise of a dog living a life, and 
then waking up as a puppy and 
somehow remembering its past 
life, and off we go. 
	 It’s not the worst storytelling 
vehicle for a series of vignettes 
about dogs and their humans. 
It’s just that if you add up all of 
Bailey/Buddy/Tino/Ellie’s dog 
days, a higher percentage of mo-
ments lying in the sun and be-
ing asked, “Who’s a good boy?” 
would seem to be in order.
	 ABOUT THAT TAPE: A 
controversy erupted last month 
when footage was leaked show-
ing a trainer on the set of “A 
Dog’s Purpose” trying to push 

a German Shepherd into a tank 
of water, and then the dog un-
der water for a few seconds.
	 The footage was shot in 
Canada in the fall of 2015, as 
part of the sequence in the film 
involving the Chicago K-9 unit 
dog. It’s upsetting to watch and 
it should never have happened, 
but it should be noted the dog 
in question, Hercules, was not 
harmed and is doing just fine.
	 “A Dog’s Purpose” producer 
Gavin Polone wrote a piece in 
The Hollywood Reporter in 
which he condemned the dog 
handler’s actions, but also said 
that in rehearsal footage of the 
scene, the dog actually had to 
be held back from jumping into 
the water. A change in the start-
ing point of the scene apparent-
ly spooked the dog.
	 “When the dog didn’t want 
to do the scene from the new 
position, they cut, though not 
soon enough, and then went 
back to the original position,” 
writes Polone. “The dog was 
comfortable and went in on his 
own, and they shot the scene.”
	 Polone also notes there was 
a safety diver and a trainer in 
the pool, and two trainers, a 
stunt coordinator and a safety 
officer on the deck of the pool.

PHOTOS/UNIVERSAL PICTURES
Dennis Quaid stars in “A 
Dog’s Purpose,” a film 
about canine reincarna-
tion that intends to be up-
lifting, but mostly comes 
across as melancholy.

The ‘purpose’       of this film
is unclear



Now through Feb 16
BIRTHNIGHT BALL DANCE 
CLASS In preparation for the 
Birthnight Ball on February 18, 
learn 18th-century English coun-
try dancing from expert dance 
instructors. Admission costs $12 
per class or $30 for all three. 
Reservations recommended.
Time: 7:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 3
HEFLEBOWER’S COBBLERS 
& COCKTAILS Be transported 
to 1862, when tavern keeper 
Samuel Heflebower ran a bar 
where cocktails are “swallowed in 
the darkness.” Taste 19th-century 
cocktails, learn a bit of history 
and try to evade the Provost Mar-
shall. Additional beverages are 
also available for purchase.
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern,  
134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 4
ANNUAL WAREHOUSE SALE 
Deal seekers will find the very 
best from Alexandria’s and the 
region’s finest retailers and indie 
brands with various brands of 
clothing, shoes, jewelry, home 
furnishings and more up to 80 
percent off retail prices.
Time: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Location: The Westin Alexandria, 
400 Courthouse Square
Information: www.oldtownbou-
tiquedistrict.com or www.alexan-
driawarehousesale.com

JOHN CARLYLE’S BIRTHDAY 
Wish a happy birthday to Alex-
andria town founder, Col. John 
Carlyle. Festivities will include 
18th-century dancing, live music 
and birthday treats. The 1st 
Virginia regiment will also be here 

with drilling and children’s games. 
Admission is free, but donations 
are welcome.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.novaparks.com

February 5
WINTER WARMER LADIES 
TEA Choose from a variety of 
18th-century desserts while sip-
ping John Gadsby’s special blend 
of tea or take a cup of American 
Heritage Chocolate. Historic guest 
Martha Washington will catch you 
up on the latest Alexandria news 
during the tea. Seatings are at 
3 and 3:15 p.m., with free tours 
available at 2:15 or 2:45 p.m.
Time: 3 to 5 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern, 134 
N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 6
COMMUNITY LODGINGS 
OPEN HOUSE An open house 
hosted by local nonprofit Com-
munity Lodgings where poten-
tial mentors can observe the 
program, talk to mentors and 
mentees, and apply with the men-
tor coordinator.
Time: 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Location: New Brookside Learn-
ing Center, 601 Four Mile Road
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/mentoring

February 11
“LOVE AND ROMANCE 
BETWEEN THE LINES” OPEN 
HOUSE Taste a special historic 
chocolate treat and come meet 
“Mercy Street” characters Frank 
Stringfellow and Emma Green 
to hear about their love and 
romance that took place between 
the lines of the North and South 
in Alexandria during the Civil War.
Time: Noon to 4 p.m.
Location: Carlyle House, 121 N. 
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Fairfax St.
Information: www.carlylehouse.org

SENIOR SERVICES SPEAKER 
SERIES A forum to explore the 
current and future situation of 
affordable housing as it relates 
to the senior population. There 
will also be a discussion about 
staying in one’s home and how to 
adapt it to make it “age friendly.” 
There will be experts from AARP, 
ACHSO, the city housing office 
and commission on aging as well 
as non-profits including Rebuild-
ing Together and At Home in 
Alexandria.
Time: 10 a.m. to noon
Location: Beth El Hebrew Congre-
gation, 3830 Seminary Road
Information: www.seniorservicesal-
ex.org or 703-836-4414, ext. 110.

February 18
BIRTHNIGHT BANQUET AND 
BALL Set in the year 1799, enjoy 
the recreation of this famous cel-
ebration of George Washington’s 
birthday. The evening includes an 
18th-century banquet, English 
country dancing, dessert collation, 
character re-enactors and General 
and Mrs. George Washington. 
Period costume optional, “after-
five” attire encouraged. Admission 
starts at $125 per person.
Time: 5:30 to 11 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 18 and 19
PRESIDENTS DAY WEEKEND 
CELEBRATION Join George and 
Martha Washington for breakfast, 
mingle with costumed characters, 
take part in an 18th-century danc-
ing demonstration, hear free sto-
ries while enjoying birthday cake.
Time: All day
Location: George Washington’s 
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Ver-
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Want to go visit a little

part of France for
 �en join us for our

4 course menu
with a glass of champagne!

3 seatings
4:30pm
6:30pm
8:30pm

Valentine’s Day?

 Fontaine Caffe & Crêperie is your go to locally owned 
eatery located in the heart of Old Town, Alexandria.

119 South Royal St., Alexandria, VA 22314 
Tel: 703-535-8151 ♥  www.FontaineCaffe.com

RSVP for  
Valentine’s day 

Dinner 3-course 
Prix-Fixe menu 
$39.95/per person

Anything Goes  1/14 - 2/4

All aboard Cole Porter’s S.S. American! 
Winner of three Tony Awards, including 
Best Revival of a Musical, Anything 
Goes takes sail between New York 
and England with a colorful group of 
passengers aboard the well-appointed 
cruise liner. 

Coming soon

www.thelittletheatre.com
600 Wolfe St, Alexandria  |   703-683-0496 

Buy tickets early 
at our box office 
or online!
Check out our 
theater classes 
for kids.



For more information contact 
King Street Cats. 
contact@kingstreetcats.org

Sour Patch’s people could 
no longer care for her so 
she is looking for a new 
forever home. She is deaf 
but that doesn’t slow her 
down! But she would like 
to be your one and only. 
Please open your heart 
for this special girl! We are 
open this Saturday and 
Sunday; 1:30 to 4:30 pm.

Silly Sour Patch
HOMES ALEX ANDRIA TIMES	 FEBRUARY 2, 2017	  20

Compassionate pet cremations 
serving Northern Virginia,  

DC and Maryland areas.

• Individual pet cremations

• Diverse Urn selections

• Garden stones and markers

• Optional pick-up services

• Viewing

• After hours drop-off

service available

• Same day receiving your

pet’s cremated remains

• Reasonable pricing

Open 7 days a week 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 
Including holidays for your convenience

Call Sunset Pet Services today at (703) 971-4120

5521 Vine St., Alexandria, VA 22310 
www.sunsetpetservices.com

Cremation Services Offerings Include:

PETS FROM | 15

to protect their feet — just be 
sure they fit properly and do not 
cut off circulation. Have multiple 
sets of clothes if possible to en-
sure dryness, since wet clothes 
can make your pup colder.
	 WIPE DOWNS: Each time 
you come in from a walk, wipe 
down or wash and dry your pet’s 
feet, legs and belly to remove 
deicers, antifreeze or other toxic 
chemicals that they may have 
picked up so they don’t lick 
these off their fur and get sick. 
Also, be sure to use pet-friendly 
deicers on your property, avail-

able from local pet stores.
	 SKIN AND PAWS: Re-
peatedly going between the dry 
heat of your home and the wet 
cold outside can cause itchy, 
flaking skin. Consider using an 
in-home humidifier and limit 
how often you bathe your pet or 
use waterless shampoo to avoid 
removing essential oils.
	 Check paws frequently to 
see if they are cracked or ir-
ritated. Sudden lameness on 
a walk may be due to ice ac-
cumulation between toes; re-
duce this risk by clipping the 
hair between their toes. You 
can massage petroleum jelly or 

paw protectants into paw pads 
before going outside.
	 The most important thing 
is to pay attention to your pet 
in the cold and watch for any 
changes in behavior. If they 
show signs of discomfort such 
as whining, shivering, shallow 
breathing, or anxiety, get them 
back inside quickly to warm 
up. It doesn’t take much to 
keep your pet safe when things 
get frosty, plus it’s a great ex-
cuse for extra snuggle time!

The writer is the co-owner of 
Frolick Dogs, an indoor dog 

gym in the Eisenhower Valley.

PHOTO/JENNIFER POWELL
Visitors enjoy the raw beauty of the Wilsons’ expansive basement with original rafters, brick archways 
and stone in mortar walls. The beauty and history of the enclave of rooms was buried under fill until pur-
chased and cleared by a residential owner in 1986.

bought the home in 2010.
	 Tom Mayes, vice president 
and general counsel for the Na-
tional Trust for Historic Preser-
vation, has 30 years of experi-
ence in historic preservation 
and received the prestigious 
Rome Prize from the American 
Academy in Rome in 2013.
	 Mayes said while in Rome, 
he saw the need for stronger pol-
icies on historic preservation, 
and came to understand what 

drives the impulse to care and 
protect old sites and buildings.
	 Concepts like architecture, 
history, creativity, identity, 
memory and community all 
play a part in why we feel 
the need to preserve the old. 
Mayes said architecture in 
particular embodies the ideas 
of proportion, harmony and 
symmetry, with principles of 
pressure, expansion and con-
traction or light and shadows.
	 The ideas and feelings 
from architecture lead people 

to anthropomorphize build-
ings. They see a face, and they 
see structures as safe or dan-
gerous. People also see their 
own timeline in the history 
of buildings. Much like a stu-
dent who vividly remembers 
a field trip, historic proper-
ties have a way of giving the 
viewer a vivid immersion into 
their own past or history over-
all. It is simply the power of 
place.

SALON FROM | 17
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non Memorial Highway
Information: 703-780-2000

February 19
WONDERS OF SCIENCE The 
program includes a tour of the 
Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum and hands-on demon-
strations of the scientific interests 
of George Washington, including 
period medicine, inventions, and 
espionage. Tickets cost $6 per 
person.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum, 105 S. 
Fairfax St.
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/apothecary

February 20
GEORGE WASHINGTON 
BIRTHDAY PARADE The na-
tion’s largest George Washington 
Birthday parade marches a one-
mile route through the streets of 
Old Town Alexandria. With nearly 
3,500 participants, this communi-
ty parade honors one of the Alex-
andria’s favorite sons. This year’s 
grand marshal is retired Police 
Chief Earl Cook, joined by special 
guest Shakur Stevenson, boxing 
Olympic silver medal winner.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: Old Town
Information: 703-829-6640 or 
www.washingtonbirthday.net

February 22
GEORGE WASHINGTON, 

AMERICA’S FOREMOST 
ENTREPRENEUR Using George 
Washington’s extensive but often 
overlooked financial papers, Edward 
G. Lengel, chief historian of the 
White House Historical Associa-
tion, chronicles the fascinating and 
inspiring story of how this self-edu-
cated man built the Mount Vernon 
estate into a vast, multilayered 
enterprise and prudently managed 
meager resources to win the war of 
independence.
Time: 7:30 to 9 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: shop.alexandriava.gov

February 24
CENTER FOR ALEXANDRIA’S 
CHILDREN GALA — HATS 
OFF! Celebrate special awardees 
former Commonwealth’s Attorney 
S. Randolph Sengel and ACT for
Alexandria, alongside countless
community members who have
made the Center for Alexandria’s
Children’s past 10 years of
service possible. The festivities
include live music, open bar and
other fun with friends to help child
abuse victims and vulnerable
families in the city.
Time: 7 to 10 p.m.
Location: Hilton Old Town,
1767 King St.
Information: 703-746-6043,
www.centerforalexandriaschil-
dren.org or danielle.johnson@
alexandriava.gov

BLESSED SACRAMENT 
CONCERT Director of music John 
McCrary will conduct the Blessed 

Sacrament Festival Chorus and 
Orchestra with soprano Michelle 
Kunz, alto Sally Monson, tenor Phil 
Pickens, bass Joshua Hong in a 
performance of Arthur Sullivan’s 
sacred oratorio “The Prodigal Son.” 
The concert is free but donations 
to support the concerts given at 
Blessed Sacrament are welcome.
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Church, 1427 W. Brad-
dock Road
Information: jmccrary@blessed-
sacramentcc.org or 703-998-
6100 x103

February 25
CIVIL WAR WINTER DRILL DAY 
Reenactors from the 3rd U.S. 
Regular Infantry, Company K, will 
interpret the military life of the Union 
soldier. Members will present drill 
demonstrations, explain the unit’s 
uniform and equipment and talk 
about the popular field of Civil War 
reenacting. The program is free with 
no advance registration required.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Fort Ward Park Mu-
seum, 4301 W. Braddock Road
Information: www.alexandriava.
gov/fortward

GEORGE WASHINGTON SYM-
POSIUM The theme of the 2017 
George Washington Symposium is 
George Washington and the North-
ern Virginia Frontier, 1732 to 1775, 
as part of the memorial’s celebra-
tion of Washington’s birthday. The 
George Washington Symposium 
is held annually on Washington’s 
birthday to provide the public 
with enlightening contemporary 
research on the life of George 

Washington. Mark Tabbert, the 
memorial’s director of collections, 
serves as the symposium’s master 
of ceremonies. Admission is free, 
and free parking is available.
Time: 1 to 3 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial, 101 
Callahan Drive
Information: http://bit.ly/ 
101callahan

ANNUAL BIRTHDAY GALA A 
black tie celebration of George 
Washington’s birthday. The evening 
will also include the presentation of 
the George Washington Memo-
rial Award. Tickets cost $125 per 
person, reservations required.
Time: 5:30 to 9:30 p.m.
Location: George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial,  
101 Callahan Drive
Information: www.washington-
birthday.net

February 28

HOMESCHOOL DAY: 17TH 
AND 18TH CENTURY MUSIC 
AND DANCE Enjoy a special 
interactive presentation of instru-
ments and dances from Colonial 
and early American music. Tickets 
are $8 per child, adults free. Pre-
registration is required.
Time: 10 to 11:30 a.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information: 703-746-4242

March 5

WOMEN’S HISTORY TOUR In 
honor of Women’s History Month, 
tours of Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
will highlight the many roles 
women played in tavern life — 
from owners to enslaved workers 
and overnight guests to event 
participants.
Time: 1 to 4 p.m.
Location: Gadsby’s Tavern Mu-
seum, 134 N. Royal St.
Information:  703-746-4242
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IRON CODE #39

Website Design & Development

Hosting & Maintenance

Online Marketing

703.829.0809
www.ironistic.com

20%

OFF  
FIRST VISIT WITH 
MARIA OR INGRID

With This Ad

lulusagesalonandspa.com

 Experience 
Difference

the

703-894-0709

Maria Sinche
casademaria01 
@gmail.com

Ingrid Ortiz
ingridortiz15 
@ gmail.com

• 16+ years experience  • Balayage-certified
Lulu Sage welcomes our new professionalsLulu Sage welcomes our new professionals
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Our View
It’s elementary: Redistricting
will improve capacity 
crunch, foster community
	 Growth of any kind can be unpredictable and sporadic. Teenag-
ers may have one big spurt, or several mini-growth bursts before 
reaching their final height. Even the hair on our heads doesn’t al-
ways grow in evenly — it has to be reshaped from time to time.
	 So it is with school populations. Alexandria last redrew its 
boundaries in 1999. Since then, our school district has seen a tre-
mendous influx of new students, growing enrollment in Alexan-
dria City Public Schools to more than 15,000. 
	 This surge has created a capacity crunch across the school dis-
trict — we simply don’t have enough classrooms to house all of our 
current and projected students. The uneven growth has also led to 
problems of disparity. Some schools, particularly at the elementary 
level, are more crowded than others. 
	 Fortunately, our school officials are trying to address both ca-
pacity and redistricting needs at once to minimize disruption to 
families.
	 Their solution is essentially three pronged. First, preschool is 
going to become centralized in one location in Alexandria’s West 
End, freeing up about 20 elementary classrooms. While this is an 
intriguing idea, we remain concerned about the practicality of bus-
ing 4-year-olds across town. But there’s no denying it will help 
with overcrowding.
	 Second, a new elementary school planned for the West End — to 
be located within a retrofitted office building — will provide 638 
new elementary seats and ease overcrowding throughout the city. 
	 Finally, new school boundary districts, approved by the school 
board last week, will take effect simultaneously with the opening 
of the new schools in fall 2018. This redistricting effort has taken 
two years and involved a team of 35 volunteers. There were also 
numerous opportunities for public input and multiple community 
meetings. We think the final plan seems reasonable. 
	 Yes, some families are going to have to move from one school 
to another and there is no denying that this change will be both 
inconvenient and possibly disruptive for them. And some who vol-
unteered their time and opinions on redistricting are going to be 
frustrated that their advice was not heeded. This happens with any 
big undertaking that involves many “cooks.”
	 As new school board chairwoman Ramee Gentry said, current-
ly more than 1,000 elementary school children, about one out of 
every eight students, reside outside the boundary for their school. 
This means too few students are currently able to walk to school 
and more busing is required, which takes more time out of stu-
dents’ days and costs the city more money.
	 Significantly, under the new districting plan and coupled with 
the new West End elementary school, almost 5,000 students will 
be within walking distance of their school, compared to the cur-
rent 3,380.
	 Walkable schools are good for numerous reasons. In addition 
to the obvious benefit of exercise for students, a greater sense of 
community is built when students live close to the schools they 
attend. Money saved on transportation is also money that can be 
spent elsewhere — or returned to taxpayers.
	 No undertaking of this magnitude is going to please everyone. 
But we think the process was inclusive and the end result is admira-
ble. Now let’s just hope there isn’t another unexpected growth spurt. 

To the editor:
	 So we have new neighbors 
in Old Town. Leaders of the 
“alt-right,” including Rich-
ard Spencer — he of “Hail 
Trump” fame, who organized 
a “March on Jews” in his 
Montana hometown — have 
set up shop on King Street 
(“The ‘alt-right’ arrives in Al-
exandria,” January 26).
	 The site is meant to serve 
as a headquarters for the 
group, where they’ll run a 
website, create videos and 
host events. There are many 
words to describe this under-
taking. Odious is one. Despi-
cable is another. Horrifying. 
Abhorrent. Loathsome. Re-
pulsive. All apply.
	 I was an English major, 
and I firmly believe in the 
power of words. So let’s use 
them correctly — these are 
white supremacists, not the 
“alt-right.” “Alternative” de-
scribes the bad music that I 
listened to in high school, not 
the views of someone who 

believes in the superiority of 
Europeans and white Ameri-
cans. To describe these views 
as “alt-right” is an insult to 
everyone on the right side of 
the political spectrum. It’s 
white supremacy — an ugly 
term for an ugly philosophy.
	 Unfortunately, white su-
premacists have as much 
right to rent space on King 
Street as anyone else does. 
The First Amendment pro-
tects their right to speak 
freely, even to create an on-
line hub to spread hate.
	 However, the First 
Amendment also protects my 
right to express my disgust at 
white supremacists headquar-
tering themselves in my city. 
As Delegate Mark Levine 
(D-45) said at a town hall this 
weekend, “He does have a 
legal right to be here, but we 
have an equal right to make 
[them] feel unwelcome.”
	 It’s a weird time. But one 
thing we can’t do is get com-
placent. It is important to 

remember that none of this 
is normal — it is not normal 
for white supremacists to es-
tablish a hub for hate speech 
above a neighborhood choco-
late shop.
	 It’s not normal for them to 
move so close to Washington, 
D.C. in hopes of influencing 
mainstream politics. In fact, 
it’s terrifying. In the immortal 
words of Mad-Eye Moody from 
the “Harry Potter” series, it’s a 
time for constant vigilance.
	 Put up a sign welcoming 
everyone. Support the local 
businesses that didn’t ask 
for these new neighbors. Get 
in touch with City Manager 
Mark Jinks. Picket.
	 Ask city council what 
they’re doing to stand by 
their statement on inclusive-
ness, issued last November. 
Reach out to groups who 
may feel vulnerable right 
now. Make it known that hate 
has no place in Alexandria.

- Holly Bowers
Alexandria

Your Views

White nationalists have right 
to free speech, but so do we

Opinion “Where the press is 
free and every man is 
able to read, all is safe.”

- Thomas Jefferson
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        Filling in the blanks |  with Ramee Gentry

	 Last week, the Alexandria 
City School Board completed 
a redistricting process, which 
began nearly two years ago, 
with the adoption of revised 
school boundary lines. 
	 Alexandria has not redistricted 
its school zones since 1999. This is 
an unusually long time between 
boundary adjustments for any 
school division, and particularly 
in contrast to our neighboring 
jurisdictions, which have made 
multiple changes to their school 
boundaries in the past 16 years.
	 Like the entire region, Alex-
andria has experienced signifi-
cant growth in our student popu-
lation, and shifts in the areas of 
our city that produced the highest 
numbers of students. As a result, 
significant imbalances in capaci-
ty have grown across our schools.
	 Currently, more than 1,000 
of our elementary students have 
been reassigned to a school oth-
er than their current boundary 
school, requiring multiple bus 
runs to various schools. Realign-
ment of our boundaries was the 
only way to address this issue.
	 The school board’s ap-
proach to redistricting was 
to seek the highest level of 
community engagement and 
feedback. After establishing 
a set of goals and criteria for 
redistricting, the school board 
engaged an outside consultant 
to provide geographic informa-
tion system data analysis and 
mapping options.
	 It appointed a redistricting re-
view committee composed of 35 
volunteer community members, 
including representatives from 
each school as well as at-large 
members. It also established 
multiple forms of community en-
gagement and feedback, includ-
ing a phone line, email notifica-
tions and response forms and a 
series of community forums that 
allowed residents to give feed-
back as the review committee 
considered various map options 
for boundary adjustments.
	 As the process continued 
through the fall, maps were re-

vised based on updated data, re-
sponse from the community and 
deliberations from the review 
committee.
	 All of these efforts culminat-
ed last month, with a final map 
recommendation from the re-
view committee, a public 
hearing before the school 
board and a final vote by 
school board members. 
While not everyone will 
be pleased with certain 
elements of the revised 
boundaries, the process 
led to a strong majority 
consensus that the approved map 
provides the best balance of all of 
the redistricting criteria across 
the school district.
	 The final map achieves the 
goals of redistricting while at the 
same time minimizing the num-
ber of students impacted. Once 
fully implemented, the new 
school zone boundaries will sig-
nificantly increase the numbers 
of students who are able to walk 
to school, while at the same time 
maintaining and in some cases 
improving the level of diversity 
that is seen in our schools.
	 The increase in walkers is 
due not only to shifts in bound-
aries, but also from ending the 
extreme imbalances in capac-
ity levels seen in our schools. 
Through this process, Alexan-
dria City Public Schools will be 
able to reduce and ultimately all 
but eliminate the need to transfer 
students away from their neigh-
borhood school, ending years of 
uncertainty for incoming fami-
lies as to where their children 
will attend school.
	 While every effort has been 
made to minimize impacts, re-
districting efforts inevitably 
require the movement of some 
students to different schools, 
and we know and understand 
why affected families do not 
welcome this.
	 Throughout the redistricting 
process, we heard from families at 
each of our schools, and their pref-
erence was clear — they wanted 
to remain at their current school. 

While it was impossible to avoid 
moving students, it is a wonderful 
testament to the strong, thriving 
communities that exist at each of 
our schools.
	 Clearly, whatever school 
you attend in ACPS, you find a 

warm, caring environ-
ment that fosters stu-
dent success. Each of 
these school commu-
nities is ready to wel-
come the new students 
and their families that 
will be joining them 
when redistricting is 

implemented in the fall of 2018.
	 In the meantime, ACPS has 
already begun work on a series 
of programs and events designed 
to give affected families mul-
tiple opportunities to visit and 
learn about their new school. 
	 One of the most important 
takeaways from this redistrict-
ing process is that 15 years is too 
long to wait for another redistrict-
ing discussion. We are all aware 
of the many new developments 
occurring throughout the city.
	 A regular schedule of analy-
sis will allow us to monitor these 
developments and consider 
smaller, more incremental ad-
justments to boundaries that will 
reduce impacts and the need for 
a redistricting process as long 
and challenging as this has been.
	 On behalf of the school 
board, I wish to thank all of the 
members of the redistricting re-
view committee for their efforts, 
and the community at large for 
the passionate engagement they 
brought to this process. Such ro-
bust community engagement is 
one of the greatest strengths of 
our city and our school district.
	 We look forward to continu-
ing this conversation with our 
community as we move forward 
not only with redistricting im-
plementation, but also with all of 
our efforts to ensure that every 
child succeeds in ACPS.

The writer is the  
chairwoman of the Alexandria 

 City School Board.

Ramee Gentry

The role of space in ACPS’capital budget
To the editor:
	 For most city residents, 
the Alexandria Department 
of Community and Human 
Services is something that 
enters awareness a few times 
a year, like when driving past 
its brick building on Mount 
Vernon Avenue or as we drop 
off donations for the annual 
holiday sharing program.
	 But for 22,000 city resi-
dents, the programs and 
services DCHS provides 
are a lifeline to health and 
wellbeing, whether in terms 
of avoiding hunger, ensur-
ing access to Medicaid and 
health services, or support-
ing employment, re-skilling, 
and job placement.
	 City council faces a spring 
full of difficult budget choic-
es. Estimates from November 
2016 show a potential $15.9 
million shortfall for fiscal 
2018, excluding the additional 
needs requested by Alexan-
dria City Public Schools. Even 
with tax adjustments, most 
departments are likely to face 
cuts to programs and services, 
on top of the cuts implement-
ed over the past several years.
	 The next several months 
will see arguments across the 
city over what we can afford, 
what we can afford to lose, and 
what we can’t afford to ignore. 
But we can’t answer these 
questions without addressing 
two deeper questions:  
	 Where will cuts do the 
least harm to city residents? 
Programs and services like 
those provided by DCHS can 
be invisible to many of us. It 
is when they’re invisible that 
they’re most successful, in 
that they mitigate the worst 
effects of issues, like pov-
erty among senior citizens or 
prevent the long term conse-
quences of issues like child 
welfare neglect.
	 Budget choices around 
these issues are not a matter of 
where taxpayer dollars can do 

the most visible good, but 
about who is likely to suffer, 
and by how much.
	 What kind of city do we 
want to be? The question of 
doing the “least harm” with 
budget cuts can’t provide guid-
ance, however, in the absence 
of vision around who we want 
to be as a community.
	 The city’s vision for 
2022 frames Alexandria as 
“a historic, inclusive city,” 
with, among other things, 
“...a strong economy, thriv-
ing children and youth, … 
healthy residents.”
	 True inclusion means 
that this vision cannot, and 
should not, be limited to the 
90 percent of residents who 
live above the poverty line. It 
means recognizing who we 
are today, which includes those 
who depend on essential social 
services to thrive, and who we 
should be in the future — a 
city in which all residents have 
the opportunity to thrive.
	 Alexandria is fortunate to 
have both vision and choice. 
Our economic strength, even 
amid difficult budget years, 
affords us the opportunity to 
consider how we continue to 
grow and strengthen our city, 
its people and its values.
	 The consideration that city 
council gives should begin 
with reflection on who we are 
as a city: both those thriving 
and those needing the oppor-
tunity to thrive.
	 Who we should be is a city 
that recognizes this, and takes 
care to protect the most vul-
nerable against harm, even in 
difficult times. For a glimpse 
into who we are as a city, visit 
the DCHS website at www.
alexandriava.gov/dchs/info/
default.aspx?id=93909 and se-
lect the “Who We Are” video 
produced by the city’s social 
services advisory board.

- Mark Tonsetic
Member, Alexandria social 

services advisory board

Who we are and 
who we should be
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illiam Gregory III, 
the eldest son of 
a respected wool 

factory owner of Kilmar-
nock, Scotland, was born in 
that city in March 1789. 
	 He came to Alexandria in 
1807 to work as a clerk in the 
King Street dry goods store 
of merchant Robert McCrea, 
a fellow Scot and local im-
porter of carpets and woolen 
goods from the Kilmarnock 
factory known as Gregory, 
Thompson and Co. 
	 During the War of 1812, 
the young Gregory enlisted 
in the Alexandria Blues and 
in 1814 participated in the 
Battle of the White House on 
the Potomac, which played 
out below Mount Vernon. By 
that time, Gregory had been 
elevated as a partner with 
McCrea. In 1827, he succeed-
ed the elder Scot in the dry 
goods business.
 	 By February 1829, Grego-
ry had acquired a three-quar-
ter-ownership interest in the 
lot at 400-406 King St., then 
owned by Presley Jacobs, on 
the southwest corner of South 
Royal Street.  At the time, 
Gregory’s portion of the lot 
comprised 400-402 King St. 
while Jacobs retained owner-
ship of one-quarter of the lot 
at 404-406 King St. as well as 
an adjacent property at 113 S. 
Royal St.  
	 Gregory immediately built 
a three-story, four-bay com-
mercial building — complete 
with fine Federal-style de-
tails — with three apartments 
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in the rear. Two were for his 
use with the other for Jacobs. 
After the large building was 
completed in 1830, two of 
Gregory’s brothers joined him 
in Alexandria. But each died 
shortly after their arrival. 
	 Despite these setbacks, 
the family business contin-
ued to thrive in Virginia. In 
1841, Gregory finally ac-
quired the Jacobs’ lot to the 
west. There he constructed a 
second structure, designed to 
look like an extension of its 
eastern counterpart.
 	 Gregory later assumed 
control of his father’s factory 

in Scotland. But he finally re-
tired from life as a merchant 
and factory owner on two 
continents in 1847. He re-
mained in the Old Dominion 
and was elected president of 
the local branch of the Farm-
er’s Bank of Virginia that 
same year. He retained that 
title until 1866.  
	 During his lifetime he was 
married to two women: Mar-
garet Bartleman, daughter of 
an Alexandria merchant, and 
Mary Long, daughter of a 
Nantucket sea captain. He had 
five children with each of his 
wives and died in Alexandria 

A dyed-in-the-wool Alexandrian

in 1875 at the age of 87.
 	 This photograph of the two 
Gregory buildings shows them 
just before their demolition in 
1968 as part of the Gadsby’s 
urban renewal project. Al-
though the first floors of both 
buildings had been marred by 
inappropriate alteration and 
neon signage, the upper stories 
still retained the prominent 
features that proclaimed Greg-
ory’s confidence and commit-
ment to Alexandria.
 

Out of the Attic is  
provided by the Office of 

Historic Alexandria.
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PHOTO/CHRIS TEALE 
The proposed redevelopment of the Hoffman Town Center would 
take place to the north of the AMC movie theater, with the structures 
located at the rear and center of this architectural plan.

HOFFMAN        FROM | 11

to have the building’s lobby 
in the center of the location’s 
retail and restaurant activity.
	 Kitchens added that the 
apartment building is the 
largest of the three, with 100 
feet of separation between the 
various structures to provide 
privacy to residents.
	 Lewis suggested hav-
ing the taller buildings as 
bookends on the structure to 
provide more symmetry, or 
reducing the gaps between 
the buildings to try and coun-
ter what he described as an 
“architectural problem” that 
comes from such podiums.
	 But Firstenberg said the lo-
cation of the building’s load-
ing dock dictated where the 
buildings sit, especially as the 
loading dock is above street 
level at certain points because 
of the change in grade across 
the whole site.
	 The plan also calls for open 
space at the end of Swamp 
Fox Road, which Firstenberg 
said could become an activity 
center. He added that discus-
sions were being had around 
a possible water feature in the 
open space, but City Coun-

cilor John Chapman, a board 
member, expressed some re-
luctance on the inclusion of a 
fountain.
	 Rob Kerns, development 
division chief in the city’s 
department of planning and 
zoning, said conversations 
would be had with staff in 
transportation and environ-
mental services about activat-
ing Swamp Fox Road. Often, 
he said officers from the Al-
exandria Police Department 
close the road for security 
reasons.
	 Kerns added that this 
project is a pretext to a wider 
conversation about the Car-
lyle area of the city, which 
includes other nearby proj-
ects as well as an update to 
the Eisenhower East/Carlyle 
small area plan, slated to be-
gin in fiscal 2020 in staff’s 
long-range work plan.
	 The project will receive 
another concept review be-
fore the board before heading 
to the planning commission 
and city council for the de-
velopment special use permit 
process. Under that timeline, 
construction would be slated 
to start in 2019 and be com-
pleted by 2021.

REDISTRICTING  
FROM | 6

tion of attending their newly 
zoned school or remaining at 
the previously zoned school 
until the older sibling transi-
tions to middle school.
	 Families wishing for their 
fourth- or fifth-grade student 
or their siblings to remain at 
their current school must sub-
mit a written notice of intent 
to stay by January 15, 2018.
	 Nolan offered her apolo-
gies to those families nega-
tively impacted by the new 
boundaries, and promised 
ACPS would do all it can to 
help the transition. 
	 “I understand that frustra-
tion, I understand that these 
were children involved, and 
I want to apologize to anyone 
who is very frustrated with 
the process and disappointed 
with the end result,” she said.
	 ACPS officials said the 
transition process will in-
clude open houses at elemen-
tary schools, opportunities to 
meet new teachers, staff and 
PTA representatives as well 
as other activities. Crawley 
said he plans to activate a 
system-wide planning team 
to work on a transition plan to 
be shared with principals.
	 In April, that plan would 
be brought to the board and 
the community, with activi-
ties to be hosted from May 
until August 2018.

	 Mayes stressed that regula-
tions governing historic prop-
erties should not be governed 
by mere aesthetics. He said 
beauty is too subjective and a 
matter of taste.
	 He noted that his home-
town in North Carolina ral-
lied to save a mall from his 
childhood from being razed 
by getting it put on a histori-
cal registry. Although not aes-
thetically beautiful, the mall 
represented a key piece of the 
community and its history.
	 “How far back do you go 
when you consider a prop-
erty historically significant?” 
asked Nancy Marzilli.
	 “Laws matter, but there are 
differences of thought,” Mayes 
said. “The Archaeological Re-
sources Protection Act requires 
100 years, the National Register 
of Historic Places generally [re-
quires properties to be] 50 years 
[old] and some local historic 
preservation ordinances accept 
30 years. I think it only takes 30 
years for memory to give places 
their sense of community.”
	 “How does cultural identity 
and changes in immigration 
— like the Irish moving out of 
Boston or African Americans 
in Alexandria not wanting the 
reminder of the Ramsey Homes 
— how does that change sense 
of community?” asked city 
preservation manager Al Cox.
	 “Identity changes over 
time,” Mayes said. “Old places 
override historic change. Peo-
ple think, ‘I did not remember 
this until I saw this place.’ For 
instance, African American 
[slaves], if referred to if at all, 
did not have a pleasant expe-
rience at many mid-century 
historical places that for them 
were houses of brutality.
	 “Monticello is unchanged 
but allows for unpleasant his-
tory to be revised, reinterpreted, 
a trigger to remember and allow 
shifts in changes to history.”
	 Harry Mahon questioned the 
economic decisions of a city that 
benefits greatly from the his-
toric properties through tourism 
while the actual cost of main-

SALON              FROM | 20

taining historic homes falls on 
residents and homeowners.
	 Mayes argued that main-
taining a city’s historic district 
is simply good economics.
	 “A thriving historic section 
is one of the best investments 
a city can make,” he said. 
“There is a whole intangible 
quality that draws visitors to 
a city. You all are lucky that 
you live in this beautiful and 
valuable historical section.
	  “Remnants of old places 
support community. A sense 
of identity is provided to the 
city, which always shows the 
historic section on their web-
site when promoting itself.”
	 Mayes said the trickiest thing 
about historic districts and com-
munities is that they can only 
occur organically, citing the jux-
taposition between Charleston, 
S.C. and the new nearby suburb 
of I’On Mount Pleasant.
	 “I applaud these efforts [to 
foster a sense of community],” 
he said. “Yet something criti-
cally important is often over-
looked, and that is the idea that 
the development of a real com-
munity takes time. Community 
develops through the interaction 
between people and place over 
time. We cannot build a com-
munity — we can only foster 
the conditions in which commu-
nities can grow and thrive.”

A thriving historic 
section is one of the 
best investments 
a city can make. 
There is a whole 
intangible quality 

that draws visitors 
to a city. You all are 
lucky that you live 

in this beautiful 
and valuable 

historical section.”
- Tom Mayes,  

Vice president and 
general counsel, 

National Trust for 
Historic Preservation

If you talk to them about what’s 
available in Alexandria and the 

region, they say there’s not much.
There’s probably a good opportunity 
for modulation here in terms of uses.”

- Lee Quill, Member, Carlyle/Eisenhower East 
Design Review Board

We know that 
we have to have 

multiple strategies 
in addition to a 

redistricting pro-
cess that allows 
us to look at the 
distribution of 
our students.”

- Schools 
Superintendent  
Alvin Crawley
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ACROSS
1	 Set of beliefs
6	 Bits of laughter?
11	Radiator protector between the
			  headlights
17 	Zeroing (in on)
19	More qualified to pass a 
			 Breathalyzer test
21	More minuscule
22	Part of a Shakespearean recipe
25	College purveyor
26	Helicopter feature
27	 Is nearly erect, but not quite
28	Like the one born first
29	One who died for a cause
32	More factual
34	D.C. big wheel, briefly
36	“___ funny for words”
37	Treat well?
38	Sparrow’s abode
42	Schoolyard recess activity
45	Aspen visitor, often
47	Ticker outlet
48	Vegetable-based spread
49	History 101 subjects
50	“Phooey!”
51	 Questionable
53	Santa ___, California
55	“___ you nuts?”
56	Supply weapons to
57	Sphere
59	“Regrettably ...”
61	Hair on the necks of critters
63	Compels by force
67	Words before “no good” or “par”
69	Hymn of joy

72	Very short period of time, 
			  colloquially
78	The “16” of John 3:16
79	Word with “room” or “team”
80	Watch closely
81	Kids’ summer getaway places
84	Blacken, as a steak
86	When the IRS gets a lot of mail (Abbr.)
88	End of some URLs
89	Tankard contents
90	Cul-de-___
93	Topmost point
95	British WWII fliers
97	You sweat through it
98	Lighting a cigarette while 
			  pumping gas, e.g.
100	 Fabric similar to felt
102	 Berate
104	 Eyelid irritant
105	 Part of a ticket or check
106	 Sea eagle found over coasts
107	 Jean of the Dada art movement
108	 Whichever one
110	 Part of a healthy lunch
112	 More sharp, as pain
115	 Emulated Charlton Heston
119	 Glasses, colloquially
122	Slangy guy
124	 Southwestern cowboy
126	 Face difficulty head-on
130	Kitchen can appliance
131	 San Francisco transportation
132	 Dinner segment
133	Anglers’ boots
134	Myanmar monetary units
135	Box score data

DOWN
1	 Type of therapy
2	 Fit for a queen
3	 Change text
4	 Bishops’ concerns
5	 In need of a dousing
6	 Like August
7	 Grp. of lawyers
8	 Winkler of “Happy Days”
9	 Emotional warmth
10	Paving stone
11	Old Pontiac muscle car
12	Wild West weapon
13	Conflagration
14	Previous Italian currency
15	Singer Redbone
16	Energy output units
18	Measure of a country’s economy
19	Perspiring more
20	Avid fan, at times
23	Massachusetts’ state tree
24	Book boo-boos
30	Small, quick deer
31	Spelling or Amos
33	___ Bator
35	Letters on a returned check
37	Georgetown athlete
39	Distinctive and stylish elegance
40	Dry to the bone, as land
41	 Digits warmed in winter
42	Respond
43	Cupid’s projectile
44	Small appearance by a big star
46	Mall stalls
47	Bobbing on the waves
52	Health spa, crudely

W
ee

k
ly

 W
or

d
s

WELL-SPOKEN ANIMALS By Timothy E. Parker
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Obituaries
JOSEPH F. ANDERSON 
(85), of Alexandria, 
January 29, 2017

MARGARET A. BRIER 
84), formerly of Alexandria, 
January 22, 2017

CYNTHIA A. CASSIL 
(59), of Alexandria, 
January 27, 2017

EVA A. COLLINS (93), 
of Alexandria, 
January 17, 2017

GLENN E. COURTNEY 
(60), of Alexandria, 
January 26, 2017

LYNWOOD K. 
ELKINS (80), 
formerly of Alexandria, 
January 24, 2017

WARREN L. JACKSON, 
of Alexandria, 
January 15, 2017

THOMAS L. JENKINS, 
of Alexandria, 
January 23, 2017

HOWARD L. KITZMILLER 
(86), of Alexandria, 
January 22, 2017

WALLACE L. SMITH (92),
formerly of Alexandria, 
January 14, 2017

54	Squirrel away
58	Transportation around a city
60	Whirlpool locale
62	Pay to purchase a poker hand
64	“Let me know,” on an invitation
			  (Abbr.)
65	Game with knights
66	Big elephant feature
68	Cider-making residue
70	 Lacking in scruples
71		 Flow back, as a tide
73	Brussels-based trade grp.
74		 Poetic word for pasture
75	Shoptalk
76	 Color of some piano keys
77	Bank of a sort
81	Six-pack units
82	“Thanks ___!”
83	Dish describer in a 
			  restaurant
85	“Purple ___” (Hendrix classic)
87	Target of some taxes
91	Cain’s brother
92	Fancy wine server
94	Rebecca’s son
96	Cosmetics-testing org.
97	 Intimidate, as before 
			  competition
99	Filthy, as language
101	 With outstanding bills
103	 PC monitor
109	 Chips choice
111	 Late bloomer?
112	 Steel or pewter, e.g.
113	 Kind of lily
114	 Part of a cheerleader’s cheer
116	 Cotta or firma lead-in
117	 Young accounting partner
118	 Portions, to a doctor
119	 Put away for storage
120	Father, informally
121	 Scraped (out), as a living
123	 Hang around in the shadows
125	 Japanese rival of IBM
127	 Many mins.
128	 Sandwich letters
129	“Certainly”
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Classifieds

ABC NOTICE

 AD NETWORK CLASSIFIEDS 
JANUARY 29, 2017

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING
AIRLINE MECHANIC TRAINING 
- GET FAA CERTIFICATION TO 

FIX PLANES. Approved for military 
benefits. Financial Aid if qualified. 

Job placement assistance. Call 
Aviation Institute of Maintenance 

877-204-4130 

HEALTHCARE/ADULT SERVICES
ENGLISH MEADOWS SENIOR 
LIVING COMMUNITY AFFORD-

ABLE ASSISTED LIVING, Memory 
Care & Senior Living Apts. Call 540-

553-5024 to tour! www.englishmead-
owsslc.com Christiansburg, Abingdon 

& Bedford Elks Home Campuses 

HELP WANTED/TRUCK DRIVERS 
CDL TRAINING FOR LOCAL/OTR 

DRIVERS! $40,000-$50,000 
1ST YEAR! 4-wks or 10 Week-

ends for CDL. Veterans in Demand! 
Richmond/Fredericksburg 800-243-

1600; Lynchburg/Roanoke 800-
614-6500; Front Royal/Winchester 

800-454-1400

SERVICES 
DIVORCE – UNCONTESTED, 
$395 + $86 COURT COST. 

No court appearance. Estimated 
completion time twenty-one days. 
Telephone inquiries welcome - no 
obligation. Hilton Oliver, Attorney. 

757-490-0126. Se Habla Español.
SWIMMING POOLS 

HOMEOWNERS WANTED!
Kayak Pools looking for Demo Home-
sites to display net maintenance free 
Kayak Pools. Save thousands of $$. 
Unique opportunity! 100% financing 

available. 1-888-788-5464 

ROBERT BEATSON II
Attorney/Accountant

Former IRS Attorney
Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars

All types of Federal, State,  
Local & Foreign Taxes  
Individual/Business.  

Trusts - Estates - Wills. 
Amended & Late Returns  
Back Taxes - IRS Audits

Civil Litigation.
Business Law - Contracts

703-798-3590 OR 301-340-2951
www.beatsonlaw.com

We Fix: Basements, Crawlspaces,
Cracked/Settling Foundations, Bowing Walls

800-772-0704

Call Now! 10% Limited Time Coupon
Some Restrictions Apply

Serving you since 1972

WET BASEMENT???
CRACKED WALLS???

FREE ESTIMATES

LEGAL NOTICE

 

The Alexandria City School Board 
will hold a public hearing on the 
FY 2018 Combined Funds Bud-
get during the Special Called 
School Board Meeting held at 
7 p.m. on Thursday, February 
16, 2017, in the School Board 
Meeting Room located at 1340 
Braddock Place, Alexandria. For 
more information or to register 
to speak at the public hearing, 
please contact the Clerk of the 
Board at 703-619- 8316 or email 
boardclerk@acps.k12.va.us.

Premier Aquatics is hiring  
Lifeguards, Pool Managers and  
Supervisors for Summer 2017. 

No experience required!  
Call 703-373-0350.

Apply at www.premeiraquatics.com

SUMMER JOBS

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

National Beer and Wine LLC

Department of Beer and Wine

2724 Jefferson Davis Highway

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301-1556

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey S Sapsford  / Owner / Partner

RETAIL LICENSE APPLICATION—PART 2 (POSTING AND PUBLISHING)

PUBLISHING NOTICE

Please publish the following item in the legal notice section of your newspaper. Please refer to the instructions provided on page 9.

[Full name(s) of owner(s):] ________________________________________________________________
If general partnership, enter partners’ names or name of partnership. If LP, LLP, LLC or corporation, enter

name as recorded with the State Corporation Commission. If association or tax-exempt private club,

enter name. Only if a sole proprietor, enter first, middle and last name. 

Trading as: ____________________________________________________________________________

(trade name)

____________________________________________________________________________________
(exact street address where business will trade) 

____________________________________________________________________________________
(city/town) 

______________________________________________________ ____________ ____________
(county) (state) (zip + 4)

The above establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)

for a ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ license
(type[s] of license[s] applied for) 

to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages.

____________________________________________________________________________________
(name and title of owner/partner/officer authorizing advertisement) 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing

date of the first of two required newspaper legal notices. Objections should be registered at www.abc.virginia.gov

or 800-552-3200.

Virginia

Virginia Department of Alcoholic Beverage Control
2901 Hermitage Road / P.O. Box 27491,   Richmond, VA 23261
www.abc.virginia.gov

805-4 rev. 09/2012. This is an official state document. All information contained or submitted therein is public information. Please Retail License Application, page 11
refer to privacy statement (pg. 3) regarding personal/tax information. Reference instructions (provided separately) with questions.

National Beer and Wine LLC

Department of Beer and Wine

2724 Jefferson Davis Highway

Alexandria

Alexandria City 22301-1556

Wine and Beer Off Premises

Jeffrey S Sapsford  / Owner / Partner

 

ALEXANDRIA BOARD OF 
ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW

OLD & HISTORIC 
ALEXANDRIA DISTRICT

LEGAL NOTICE OF  
A PUBLIC HEARING

A public hearing will be held by the 
Alexandria Board of Architectural 
Review on WEDNESDAY, February 
15, 2017 beginning at 7:30 PM in 
the City Hall Council Chambers, 
second floor of City Hall, 301 King 
Street, Alexandria, Virginia on the 
following applications:

CASE BAR #2017-00019
Request for alterations at  
313 N Royal Street
APPLICANT: Daniel and Ann Horowitz

CASE BAR #2017-00020
Request for partial demolition at  
106 N Lee Street
APPLICANT: William Scott Shaw

CASE BAR #2017-00021
Request for alterations at  
106 N Lee Street
APPLICANT: William Scott Shaw

CASE BAR #2016-00324
Informal work session for a concept 
review of proposed development at 
301 S Alfred Street. 
This item is open for public comment. 
APPLICANT: Alfred Street Baptist 
Church
Board of Architectural Review 
Training on Standards and Guidelines 
Information about the above 
item(s) may be obtained from the 
Department of Planning and Zoning, 
City Hall, 301 King Street, Room 
2100, Alexandria, Virginia 22314, 
telephone: (703) 746-4666.

 

CONFUSED ABOUT HEALTH INSURANCE? 
GET ANSWERS! 

 
Call Enroll Virginia at 1-888-392-5132 or go to www.enrollva.org. 

Or Call the Marketplace Call Center at  
1-800-318-2596 or go to www.healthcare.gov. 

ACT NOW AND ENROLL BY JANUARY 31ST FOR COVERAGE 
STARTING MARCH 1! FREE HELP IS AVAILABLE! 

 

Dry/HVAC Controlled,  
Indoor Storage Space
Local Del Ray Location

Available Immediately for  
Long/Short Term Lease.
Bulk Open Space (2,000 S.F.)

Individual Locker Units (100 S.F. Each)  
Can be Combined Climate 

Controlled, Lighted, 24/7 Access,  
w/Wide Entry Door and Aisles.

WRG PROPERTIES      301-365-7022  

Storage Space Available!

Advertising Works!
Advertise to 19,000+ weekly readers!

Contact sales@ alextimes.com or 703-739-0001
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109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314

These are just a sampling of Babs’ 2016 Old Town sales. 
If you’re thinking of buying or selling your home in 2017, 

call Babs and let her expertise work for you!

Babs Beckwith
Specializing in Old Town Alexandria Properties
703.836.1297 • BabsBeckwith.com

Babs Beckwith 
sells old town alexandria
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