
STUDENT ACTION FOR ABORIGINES 

A par ty  of 35 students  from Sydney University, plus 4 aborigines,  
w i l l  leave Sydney on Friday 12th February, 1965. 

They w i l l  v i s i t  a nunber of towns i n  north-western New South Wales. 

The party,  known a s  S.A.F.A. (Student Action f o r  Aborigines), plans 
t o  see first-hand the conditions i n  which abor ig ina l  people of Hew South 
Wales are l iv ing .  

Cne of the leaders,  a p a r t  aborigine a t  the University of Sydney, is 
The team w i l l  a l s o  make p ro te s t s  i n  ce r t a in  towns i n  14r Charles Ferkins. 

which it is f e l t  t h a t  there  i s  discr iminat ion aga ins t  the aboriginal  people. 
The team has been la rge ly  patterned on the concept of the Freedom Riders 
who were involved i n  programmes of in tegra t ion  i n  the  United S ta t e s .  In  
the main, however, the  young people a r e  taking t h e  i n i t i a t i v e  in an attempt 
t o  grapple with one of Aus t r a l i a ' s  most d i f f i c u l t  s o c i a l  problems. 

An intensive survey involving questionnaires in  such matters a s  hous- 
ing, hea l th  and population w i l l  be mde by t h e  students during the  t r i p  and 
the  r e s u l t s  of t h i s  survey w i l l  probably r e s u l t  i n  fu r the r  inves t iga t ion  i n  
a reas  of spec ia l  need. 

The k v .  Ted Noffs who is associated with the d i rec t ion  of the survey 
s t a t ed  t h a t  it is s ign i f i can t  t h a t  a t  a time when young people a re  being 
c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  t h e i r  lack of s o c i a l  concern a -group of univers i ty  students 
should go away f o r  two weeks of t h e i r  vacation t o  involve themselves i n  a 
dramatic w a y  i n  one of Aus t ra l ia ' s  most c r i t i c a l  problems. 

University s tudents  a r e  of ten under f i r e  f o r  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  but 
t h i s  is an occasion when the whole of Austral ia  should support and encour- 
age the i n i t i a t i v e  of the  Sydney University s tudents  concerned. 

k chartered bus w i l l  take the s tudents  t o  such towns as Walgett, 
Moree, Kempsey and Warwick (Queensland). 

Funds f o r  the expedition were obtained by the s tudents  themselves 
from fo lk  and jazz  concerts,  dances, Christmas cards and badges. 
e n t i r e  cos t  of the t r i p  w i l l  be approximately E80G. 

i s a t ions  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  h a l l s .  

The 

The s tudents  w i l l  be ccconrnodated during t h e i r  t r i p  by church organ- 

(For fu r the r  information please 'phone: 351010 o r  323663 ) 


