












• re-direct resources "without strings attached", to give Aborigines and
Islanders economic independence and security - thus putting into practical
effect the ideal of self-determination;

• halt continuing aggression (e.g., mining development on Aboriginal land
without their full and free consent);

• restore dignity and pride to a group of people who have a valuable
contribution to make to Australian society;

• avoid growing international criticism.

HOW, AND WHEN, WILL THIS COME ABOUT?

For a Treaty to carry adequate protection and authority, there must be
Constitutional change. This can only come about through the Federal
Parliament, acting on behalf of the Australian people. It would then be ''the
word of the nation."

Terms for a Treaty would be drawn up by the Aboriginal and Islander people
through their elected representatives (the N.A.C.) and the Federal
Government.

However, a great deal of informed community discussion needs to take place
before any change can, or should, be made.

The proposal deserves your serious consideration.

AIATSIS CENTRAL FILE
AIATSIS, 80/25
Pamphlet "Support a Treaty with Aboriginal Australians" c. 12/11/80
(a331908_2_a.pdf)

To cite this file use :
http://www.aiatsis.gov.au/lbry/dig_prgm/treaty/nac/a331908_2_a.pdf
 Brisbane Aboriginal Treaty Committee


