
FUNDING PRIORITIES AND PBF ADDED VALUE

Since 2005 the Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) has been delivering fast 
and flexible funding aimed at launching essential peacebuilding in-
terventions in countries emerging from conflict. PBF combines the 
advantages of a pre-positioned global fund with mechanisms to en-
sure national ownership and a country-specific focus. It is managed 
on behalf of the United Nations Secretary-General by the Peacebuild-
ing Support Office (PBSO).1 It works closely with and supports the 
political work of the Peacebuilding Commission.

PBF provides support to peacebuilding initiatives in four priority areas:

(1)    Supporting the implementation of peace agreements and 
political dialogue;

(2)    Promoting coexistence and peaceful resolution of conflict;  

(3)    Economic revitalization and generation of peace dividends;

 (4)    Rebuilding essential administrative services and capacities.

The specific added value of the PBF is:

•	  Responding quickly and flexibly to critical peacebuilding 
needs in areas with financial gaps in a variety of post-con-
flict or fragile settings;

•	  Galvanizing national ownership of peacebuilding strate-
gies and programs, including through co-chairing the Joint 
Steering Committee;

•	  Empowering UN leadership to be more strategic and coher-
ent in responding quickly to critical post-conflict priorities;

•	  Encouraging innovative approaches that respond to conflict 
analyses and political momentum;

•	  Ensuring catalytic effects, by providing early support to start, 
unblock or accelerate peacebuilding processes. 

COUNTRY ELIGIBILITY
Secretary General’s Declaration of Eligibility. PBF funding is provided 
to countries that are formally declared eligible by the Secretary-Gen-
eral, following a review by PBSO. To be eligible, countries must have 
emerged from conflict or political crisis and have national government 
commitment towards sustainable and inclusive peace. Countries on 
the Peacebuilding Commission agenda are automatically eligible.

Conflict Analysis. PBF’s funding is based on a conflict analysis iden-
tifying the country’s peacebuilding priorities. Conflict analysis is gen-
erally conducted by the UN together with the government, develop-
ment partners and local civil society. 

PBF FUNDING MECHANISMS
•	  The Immediate Response Facility (IRF) addresses critical 

and urgent peacebuilding needs in the immediate after-
math of conflict or as a result of a dramatic change in the 
country situation. Up to $3 million in IRF funds can be ap-
proved by the Assistant Secretary-General for Peacebuild-
ing Support on behalf of the Secretary-General without a 
formal eligibility process for the country. 

•	  The Peacebuilding and Recovery Facility (PRF) provides 
medium-term financing in post-conflict contexts for coun-
tries declared eligible for PBF funding. PRF funding is 
based on a Peacebuilding Priority Plan (up to 3 years du-
ration) developed through a country-based Joint Steering 
Committee and subsequently approved by PBSO. Specific 
projects are then approved by the Joint Steering Commit-
tee, co-chaired by the Government and the UN and includ-
ing civil society and other development partners.

Detailed guidance is available from the PBF Guidelines: 
http://www.unpbf.org/application-guidelines/
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THE AMOUNT IN DOLLARS the PBF has received  
cumulatively by the end of 2013 from 55 contributors. 

 THE AMOUNT IN DOLLARS the PBF has allocated to  
peacebuilding programmes and projects since its creation to  
end of 2013:

 38%   of this funding was allocated to countries with  
UN special political missions; 

29%  to countries with UN peace-keeping operations and 
33%  to non-mission countries with a UN Country Team.  
59%   of this funding was allocated to the 6 countries on the 

Peacebuilding Commission agenda.

 26%  of those were IRF projects, while 

74%  were PRF projects.
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THE NUMBER OF POST-CONFLICT COUNTRIES that the 
PBF has supported since its establishment to the end of 2013.

290

THE NUMBER OF UN DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES 
to which the PBF has channelled its funds.

 THE NUMBER OF PROJECTS that the Peacebuilding 
Fund has supported since its creation to the end of 2013:

THE PERCENTAGE OF THE DONORS’ CONTRIBUTIONS 
used to finance the PBSO and MPTF Office management of the Fund.

1   PBF is administered by the United National Development Programme Multi- 
Partner Trust Fund Office (MPTF Office).
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1)   SUPPORTING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF PEACE AGREEMENTS  
AND POLITICAL DIALOGUE

The PBF supports the implementation of peace agreements principally through 
projects in: Security Sector Reform (SSR); Disarmament, Demobilization and 
Reintegration (DDR) and the Rule of Law. The security sector in post conflict set-
tings is often weak, fragmented and a source of instability. The PBF provides as-
sistance to update equipment, provide training, and improve civilian oversight. 
To galvanize a functioning judicial system, the PBF strengthens national and 
local judicial institutions. The reintegration of ex-combatants has been a major 
focus of the PBF’s involvement with DDR projects. 

2)  PROMOTING COEXISTENCE AND PEACEFUL RESOLUTION OF CONFLICT 

In order to promote peaceful coexistence and conflict resolution, the PBF sup-
ports projects which focus on national and local reconciliation efforts, good 
governance and the proper management of land and natural resources. Such 
projects can span a wide range of initiatives including encouraging political 
and community dialogue, facilitating trust-building and social cohesion, wom-
en’s empowerment, peaceful resolution of land disputes and strengthening 
independent institutions and non-state actors.

3)  ECONOMIC REVITALIZATION AND GENERATION OF PEACE DIVIDENDS

In order to generate peace dividends, the PBF supports targeted short-
term employment and livelihood programs to encourage conflict-affected 
communities to support peaceful development during fragile post-conflict 
transitions. Activities include the promotion of private sector partnerships, 
development of micro-enterprises and employment promotion programs, 
often focused on youth and women, with clear and direct link to social cohe-
sion and peace consolidation.

4)  REBUILDING ESSENTIAL ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES AND CAPACITIES

The PBF supports projects to rebuild key state services, especially at the 
local level, including basic infrastructure and improved public service deliv-
ery. With governments primarily focused on security and political processes 
in post-conflict settings, restoring basic services through decentralized ap-
proaches is a mechanism to restore state legitimacy and trust.

SIERRA LEONE: The PBF has contributed $48 million since 2007. In 2012, 
the PBF supported capacity-building of political parties, religious and 
traditional leaders, academia, women, youth and the media to advocate 
peaceful approaches for democratic competition in the elections.

GUATEMALA: With its $10 million allocation, PBF began support-
ing the Office of the Prosecutor General and the judiciary to in-
vestigate and prosecute grave human rights violations committed 
during the civil war, thereby ending impunity, while enhancing the 
Government’s capacity to track and assist victims of violent crime.

LIBERIA: The 2013 PBF allocation to Liberia provided $15 
million to kick-start the implementation of the Reconciliation 
Roadmap, including support to local mechanisms for conflict 
prevention. This builds on the 2011 allocation to assist in the 
establishment of five justice and security hubs, bringing state 
services out of the capital and into the countryside. 

GUINEA: Since 2008, PBF has provided over $40 million to 
Guinea to support the Security Sector Reform (SSR), nation-
al reconciliation and youth and women employment. The PBF 
contribution has allowed the Government to launch difficult SSR 
reforms, whereby 15% of the army retired peacefully.

BURUNDI: Building on an initial $40 million alloca-
tion, PBF’s second tranche of $9.2 million to Burundi 
in 2011 has focused on reintegration in three heavily 
conflict-affected provinces, contributing to a rein-
forcement of social cohesion amongst communities.

NEPAL: PBF allocation of $18 million, in support of the 
2006 Comprehensive Peace Agreement, has focussed 
on: reintegration of child soldiers; youth employment; 
reconciliation; sexual and gender-based violence, land 
reform and property return; state re-structuring, and 
judicial reforms.

KYRGYZSTAN: A package of $10 million through the Imme-
diate Response Facility helped to empower different commu-
nities in the country’s south, especially youth and women’s 
networks, to help manage the response to the violence in 
2010. Another $15 million of support was approved in 2013.

YEMEN: Following the 2011 revolution, PBF's 
initial contribution of $5.5 million was instru-
mental to jump-start the national dialogue and 
mobilize additional international support for 
the country’s political transition.
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