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INTRODUCTION

ON CAMPUSES ACROSS THE UNITED STATES, there are Jewish and Muslim students who experience bigotry. At times they 

feel intimidated and do not express their actual political, religious, or philosophical views in the classroom. In some 

cases, they do not feel safe when crossing the campus commons. At the same time, these are not the daily experi-

HQFHV�RI�PRVW�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV��7KH�QDWLRQòV�FDPSXVHV�DUH�QRW�DłDPH�ZLWK�UHOLJLRXV�SUHMXGLFH��QRU�DUH�

they places where physical threats are commonplace.

How can we explain these apparently contradictory realities? That was the challenge behind this study.  Politi-

cal Research Associates believes both antisemitism and Islamophobia as phenomena exist on campuses, and in this 

UHSRUW�ZH�RŀHU�D�VHW�RI�WRROV�IRU�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�WKHP�

Antisemitism and Islamophobia on college campuses are manifested in a complex set of interactions among a 

QXPEHU�RI�GLŀHUHQW�SOD\HUV��VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\�DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��Rŀ�FDPSXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��LQWHUHVWHG�RXWVLGH�SDU-

WLHV��DQG�QHZV�PHGLD��)URP�VWXGHQW�SURWHVWV�WR�IDFXOW\�WHQXUH�FRQWURYHUVLHV��FDPSXVHV�KDYH�EHFRPH�łDVKSRLQWV�IRU�

SXEOLF�FRQWURYHUV\�RQ�LVVXHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�,VODPRSKRELD��'HPRQL]DWLRQ�DQG�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�FDQ�

VSLUDO�XSZDUGV��6WXGHQWVò�SRVLWLRQV�EHFRPH�SRODUL]HG��7KHUH�LV�OLWWOH�URRP�IRU�JHQXLQH�TXHVWLRQV�WR�EH�DQVZHUHG�RU�

GLŀHUHQW�VROXWLRQV�WR�EH�ZHLJKHG�IRU�PHULW�

7KLV�FRQGLWLRQ�LV�SDUWLFXODUO\�DFXWH�ZKHQ�FDPSXVHV�EHFRPH�SRODUL]HG�DURXQG�LVVXHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�HYHQWV�LQ�

the Middle East. Campuses, of all places, should be environments that invite open dialogue. Nonetheless, at times 

debates about the Middle East escalate into confrontations laced with Islamophobic or antisemitic statements. 

These confrontations sometimes boil over from rhetorical debates to physical confrontations. News accounts can 

GLVWRUW�VXFK�FRQłLFWV�E\�HLWKHU�K\SHUEROL]LQJ�RU�PLQLPL]LQJ�HYHQWV�

2XU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�HQGHDYRUV�WR�EULQJ�VRPH�SHUVSHFWLYH�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�WKH�QDWXUH��VFDOH��DQG�RULJLQV�RI�

bigotry in these situations. We have attempted to trace many of the historical tendencies that have converged on 

WRGD\òV�$PHULFDQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��7XUQLQJ�WR�KLVWRULFDO��VRFLRORJLFDO��DQG�OLQJXLVWLF�GDWD��ZH�RŀHU�VRPH�LQWHUSUH-

WLYH�IUDPHZRUNV�WKDW�ZH�KRSH�ZLOO�KHOS�WKH�UHDGHU�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�FXUUHQW�GHEDWH��DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��

WKH�ZD\V�WKDW�ERWK�DQWLVHPLWLF�DQG�,VODPRSKRELF�ODQJXDJH�DQG�WURSHV�DUH�EHLQJ�GHSOR\HG�LQ�FDPSXV�FRQłLFWV��:H�

have turned to a number of scholars for their perspectives on the broader meaning of these debates and on the ways 

LQ�ZKLFK�GHEDWHV�Rŀ�FDPSXV�SOD\�RXW�LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW��IDFXOW\��DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�UHDOP��$QG�LQ�YLVLWV�WR�FDPSXVHV�

DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZH�KDYH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�WKH�ZD\V�LQ�ZKLFK�WKH�HYHU�FKDQJLQJ�QDWXUH�RI�FRQłLFW�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�

has played out in campus life, with often distressing results.

PRA had researchers conduct face-to-face, telephonic, and e-mail interviews with students, faculty, adminis-

WUDWRUV��SHUVRQV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQłXHQWLDO�FDPSXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQG�DFDGHPLF�H[SHUWV�ERWK�RQ��DQG�Rŀ�FDPSXV��

:KHQ�D�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW�LV�LGHQWLŁHG�E\�QDPH��WKDW�SHUVRQ�LV�D�UHDO�LQGLYLGXDO��QRW�D�FRPSRVLWH��2FFDVLRQDOO\��

LQGLYLGXDOV�DVNHG�QRW�WR�EH�LGHQWLŁHG�E\�WKHLU�QDPHV��DQG�ZH�KRQRUHG�WKDW�UHTXHVW��$JDLQ��WKHVH�DUH�UHDO�LQGLYLGX-

als, not composites. Even a cursory glance at this report, however, reveals it to be a composite in the sense that it is a 

montage. We highlight a range of voices and opinions. This is intentional.

3DUW�RI�35$òV�VWXG\�GHVLJQ�ZDV�WR�UHWDLQ�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�ZULWHUV�IURP�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�HWKQLF�EDFN-

JURXQGV��7KHLU�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ�DQG�ŁQGLQJV�ZHUH�QRW�IRUFHG�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�SHUVSHFWLYH�RU�QDUUDWLYH�OHQV��6RPH�PD\�

DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�PDWHULDO�RQ�ZKLFK�WKLV�UHSRUW�ZDV�EDVHG��WKHUHIRUH��LV�VHOI�FRQWUDGLFWRU\��RU�PD\�SOXFN�RXW�D�SDUWLFXODU�

sentence or sentiment and claim it represents (and therefore discredits) the entire report. That would be unfortu-

QDWH��VLQFH�RQH�RI�WKH�PDMRU�ŁQGLQJV�RI�WKLV�VWXG\�LV�WKDW�KRQHVW�GLDORJXH�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�VK\�DZD\�IURP�DFWXDO�EH-
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OLHIVðDQG�HYHQ�ELWWHU�GLVDJUHHPHQWVðLV�D�NH\�WR�EXLOGLQJ�FDPSXVHV�WKDW�DUH�VDIH�IRU�HYHU\�VWXGHQW�

,Q�WKH�FODVVLF�-DSDQHVH�ŁOP�Rashomon��WKH�GLUHFWRU�$NLUD�.XURVDZD�SUHVHQWV�DQ�LQFLGHQW�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�FRQ-

łLFWLQJ�YLHZSRLQWV��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�UHłHFW�D�SDUWLFXODU�UHDOLW\�IURP�D�VSHFLŁF��VXEMHFWLYH�SHUVSHFWLYH��,W�EHFDPH�FRP-

PRQ�LQ�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�RXU�UHVHDUFK�WR�UHIHU�WR�WKH�õ5DVKRPRQ�HŀHFW�ö�E\�ZKLFK�RXU�UHVHDUFKHUV�PHDQW�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�D�

KDUG�WLPH�V\QWKHVL]LQJ�DQG�VXPPDUL]LQJ�WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�FROOHFWHG�LQWR�D�VLQJOH�FRKHUHQW�DQG�OLQHDU�

QDUUDWLYH��&RQłLFWLQJ�FODLPV�DERXW�ZKDW�õUHDOO\ö�KDSSHQHG�GXULQJ�D�SDUWLFXODU�FDPSXV�LQFLGHQW�VRPHWLPHV�PDGH�LW�

appear that two or more unrelated incidents had occurred.

35$�VHHNV�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�ZKDW�KDV�EHHQ�KDSSHQLQJ�RQ�FDPSXVHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�DQG�KRZ�VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\��DQG�

administrators feel about it. In an arena of intense ideological, political, religious, and philosophical struggle we of-

IHU�QR�HDV\�VROXWLRQV��QRU�GR�ZH�SURPRWH�D�PRQROLWKLF�DQVZHU��:H�LGHQWLI\�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�ZRXOG�EHQHŁW�IURP�

further research. This study argues that antisemitism and Islamophobia can and should be challenged on college 

FDPSXVHV��,I�GRQH�VR�FDUHIXOO\�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYHO\��SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�UHGXFHG�

,QIRUPHG�GHEDWH�FUHDWHV�D�PLOLHX�WKDW�VWLPXODWHV�LQWHOOHFWXDO�JURZWK��:H�VHHN�WR�H[SORUH�LVVXHV�DQG�LQFLGHQWV�LQ�

a way that, in the long run, will ameliorate aggression, intimidation, and assaults on campus—which are never ap-

SURSULDWH�RU�DFFHSWDEOH�LQ�WKH�TXHVW�IRU�NQRZOHGJH�

 Note:�7KH�WHUP�õDQWLVHPLWLVPö�GHQRWHV�WKH�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�DQG�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�RI�-HZV��QRW�6HPLWHV�DV�D�VRFLDOO\�FRQVWUXFWHG�
õUDFLDOö�FDWHJRU\�RU�ODQJXDJH�JURXS��7KLV�VSHOOLQJ�SDUDOOHOV�GHQLJUDWLRQV�LPSOLHG�E\�WKH�WHUPV�õUDFLVPö�DQG�õVH[LVP�ö�:KHUH�
WKH�WHUP�LV�XVHG�LQ�D�TXRWH��ZH�KDYH�UHWDLQHG�WKH�ZULWHUòV�RULJLQDO�VW\OH�
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There is no hierarchy of oppressions.
—Audre Lorde

B y  C h i P  B e r l e t

WHAT DO WE MEAN BY THE TERMS�õ,VODPRSKRELDö�DQG�õDQ-
WLVHPLWLVPö�ZKHQ�ZH�XVH�WKHP�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW"�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�
KLVWRULDQ�:DOWHU�/DTXHXU�

Islamophobia and antisemitism, each in its way, are 
imprecise terms we could well do without but it is 
doubtful whether they can be removed from our politi-
cal lexicon.1

7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�LV�DV�WUXH�WRGD\�DV�ZKHQ�/DTXHXU�ZURWH�LW�
in 2006. We use these terms as shorthand for more compli-
cated realities. In an overarching sense, we are referring to 
D�YDULDEOH�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�VWHUHRW\SHV��SUHMXGLFH��ELDV��ELJRWU\��
DQJHU��DQG�IHDU�WKDW�DWWULEXWH�FHUWDLQ�VSHFLŁF��QHJDWLYH�WUDLWV�
WR�-HZV�RU�0XVOLPV��7KH�VSHDNHUòV�FRPPXQLW\�LV�SRUWUD\HG�DV�
EHLQJ�WKUHDWHQHG�DQG�VXEYHUWHG�E\�WKDW�VWLJPDWL]HG�õ2WKHU�ö�
0XFK�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW�ZLOO�XQWDQJOH�WKH�GHŁQLWLRQV�DQG�LPSOLFD-
tions of these beliefs.

Antisemitism and Islamophobia can and should be 
challenged on college campuses; if done carefully and con-
VWUXFWLYHO\��SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�UHGXFHG��
Destructive and sometimes deadly forms of ethnocentrism 
and religious bigotry are not limited in history to Muslims 
or Jews, and we can learn much by studying the patterns and 
SDUWLFXODULWLHV�RI�õWKH�QDWXUH�RI�SUHMXGLFH�ö�7KLV�ODWWHU�SKUDVH�
is the title of the classic 1954 study by Gordon Allport. 2

0XFK�RI�$OOSRUWòV�ZRUN�UHPDLQV�YDOLG��EXW�DV�,UZLQ�.DW]�
pointed out in 1991, “Forty years of social psychological 
research have not provided strong support for Allport’s 
DVVXPSWLRQ�WKDW�SUHMXGLFH�FDXVHV�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�QRU�DQ�
explanation of the substantial long–term movement in the 
PDMRULW\òV�UDFLDO�VHQWLPHQWV�DQG�EHOLHIV�ö3 Allport was a pessi-
PLVW�õDERXW�WKH�SURVSHFWV�IRU�LPPHGLDWH�SUHMXGLFH�UHGXFWLRQ�
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVö�LQ�WKH�����V��EXW�DV�WKH�QHZ�PLOOHQ-
nium approached there was clear social science evidence that 
VRPH�WUDGLWLRQDO�SUHMXGLFHV�LQ�WKH�8�6��SRSXODWLRQ�KDG�EHHQ�
reduced.4 :KLOH�WKLV�ZRUN�LV�XQŁQLVKHG�DQG�QHHGV�FRQVWDQW�
DWWHQWLRQ�WR�DYRLG�EDFNVOLGLQJ��WKHUH�LV�FOHDU�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�
ERWK�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�FDQ�EH�UHGXFHG�RYHU�WLPH�
by appropriate constructive practices, at least in some soci-
etal settings.

3UHMXGLFHG�EHOLHIV�DORQH�GR�QRW�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�JHQHUDWH�
acts of discrimination, aggression, or violence. Sometimes 
people discriminate primarily as a reaction to peer pressure 
even if they consciously or unconsciously are troubled by 
WKH�SUHMXGLFH�RI�WKHLU�SHHUV�5�3UHMXGLFH�LV�D�EHOLHI�VWUXFWXUH�
whereas discrimination is an act. It is easier to change the 
way people act than to change their beliefs. It is beliefs, 

however, shaped by life experiences, family traditions, peer 
interaction, education, and media expression that lead to ac-
tions that should not be acceptable anywhere in civil society, 
including on campuses.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT & BACKGROUND

Without a struggle, there can be no progress.
—Frederick Douglass

7R�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�DQWLVHPLWLF�DQG�,VODPRSKRELF�FRQłLFWV�
are constructed on college campuses by some students we 
QHHG�WR�ORFDWH�WKRVH�FRQłLFWV�ZLWKLQ�D�ODUJHU�VHW�RI�SROLWLFDO�
and historical dynamics. As Pam Chamberlain observed in 
her study of campus political activism for the Ford Founda-
WLRQ�

University campuses have long been the site of a range 
of ideological battles in this country and elsewhere. 
Because colleges are touted as the training locale for 
tomorrow’s leaders and the central venue for academic 
IUHHGRP��WKH\�KDYH�EHFRPH�łDVKSRLQWV�IRU�PDQ\�
debates on political issues. Colleges also have been the 
focal point for issues related to what and how cur-
ricular material is taught, and how students’ lives are 
regulated by their schools.6

Campuses also have long been centers of antiwar activism 
WKDW��LQ�WXUQ��SURPSW�DFWLYLVP�E\�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�WKH�VSHFLŁF�
war being debated. University classrooms and campuses be-
come a place where debates over U.S. military actions in the 
0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�RQJRLQJ�GHEDWHV�RYHU�WKH�FRQłLFW�EHWZHHQ�
Israel and the Palestinians intersect.

Some critics of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle East 
XVH�,VODPRSKRELD�WR�MXVWLI\�DQ�RYHUVLPSOLŁHG�JHRSROLWLFDO�
analysis. A number of critics of U.S. foreign policy accurately 
point out that a high level of Islamophobia in the United 
States is enlisted to reinforce interventionist militarism and 
support for right–wing Israeli government policies. 

Some of these critics of U.S. foreign policy in the Middle 
(DVW��KRZHYHU��WKHQ�GHVFULEH�DQ�õ,VUDHOL�OREE\�ö�õ=LRQLVW�
OREE\�ö�RU�õ-HZLVK�OREE\ö�LQ�ZD\V�WKDW�LPSO\�8�6��IRUHLJQ�
policy in the Middle East can be explained in monocausal 
WHUPV��7KHVH�K\SHUEROLF�RYHUVLPSOLŁFDWLRQV�FDQ�VRPHWLPHV�
LQYRNH�FODVVLF�VWHUHRW\SHV�RI�-HZLVK�SRZHU��HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKLV�
is clearly not the intent. Conspiracists may attribute military 
GHFLVLRQV�E\�8�6��DGPLQLVWUDWLRQV�WR�õKLGGHQö�LQłXHQFHV�RU�
õVHFUHW�WHDPV�ö�ZLWK�VRPH�VXJJHVWLQJ�WKHUH�DUH�-HZV�EHKLQG�
the scenes, pulling the strings.

At the same time, some supporters of U.S. foreign policy 
LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�XVH�,VODPRSKRELF�UKHWRULF�RU�LQYRNH�,V-
lamophobic tropes. In some cases, they use incidents of anti-

SETTING THE SCENE
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VHPLWLVP�RQ�8�6��FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�WR�MXVWLI\�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQV�
(DFK�RI�WKHVH�DVVHUWLRQV�ŁQGV�DQ�HFKR��LQ�VRPH�ZD\��RQ�

today’s U.S. college campuses, as this report will describe.
*LYHQ�WKLV�EDFNJURXQG��LW�LV�QHFHVVDU\�WR�PDNH�H[SOLFLW�

WKH�IROORZLQJ�VWDWHPHQWV��1RW�HYHU\RQH�ZKR�GHQRXQFHV�-XGD-
ism or Jews on campus is Muslim or Arab. Not everyone who 
denounces Islam or Muslims on campus is Jewish. Not every-
one who denounces Israel or Israelis on campus is Muslim 
or Arab. Not everyone who denounces Palestine or Palestin-
ians on campus is Jewish. Nothing in this report should be 
construed to suggest otherwise.

This report will include information about how the vari-
RXV�IRUPV�RI�SUHMXGLFH��VWHUHRW\SLQJ��DQG�ELJRWHG�FRQVSLUDF\�
WKHRULHV�PDNH�WKHLU�ZD\�RQWR�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��7KLV�LQYROYHV�
tracing the way in which students obtain and consider in-
formation obtained from a wide variety of media sources as 
well as conversations with friends, family, fellow students, 
professors, and more.

SOCIAL SCIENCE INSIGHTS
According to sociologists Doug McAdam 
and David Snow, a social movement is

a collectivity acting with some de-
gree of organization and continuity 
outside of institutional channels for 
the purpose of promoting or resist-
ing change in the group, society, or 
world order of which it is a part.7

6RFLRORJLVWV�GR�QRW�WKLQN�WKDW�SHRSOH�ZKR�MRLQ�VRFLDO�
movements are psychologically dysfunctional or irratio-
nal. Sociologists see movement activists as people with 
JULHYDQFHV�ZKR�PRELOL]H�UHVRXUFHV��H[SORLW�SROLWLFDO�
opportunities, develop their own cultures, and create 
frames, narrative storylines, and slogans in ways that are 
both strategic and instrumental. 8 

,Q�VRFLRORJLFDO�WHUPV��D�õIUDPHö�LV�VLPSO\�D�VSHFLŁF�SRLQW�
RI�YLHZ�RU�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�IRFXVHV�DWWHQWLRQ�RQ�D�VSHFLŁF�
DVSHFW�RI�D�ODUJHU�DQG�PRUH�FRPSOH[�VFHQH�OLNH�DQ�LPDJH�
enclosed in a picture frame. Typically, framing is a process 
whereby movement leaders illustrate grievances and power 
struggles in terms that are accessible and highly resonant in 
multiple target audiences.9 

õ0DVWHU�IUDPHVö�DUH�EURDG�SHUVSHFWLYHV�WKDW�XQGHUJLUG�DQ�
entire movement.10�$�õPHWDIUDPHö�LV�D�IUDPH�VR�EURDG�DQG�
SHUYDVLYH�LQ�D�FXOWXUH�WKDW�PDQ\�GLŀHUHQW�PRYHPHQWV�FDQ�
XVH�LW�GHVSLWH�LGHRORJLFDO�GLŀHUHQFHV��0HWDIUDPHV�PHQWLRQHG�
in this report include Dualism and Apocalypticism.

$�õQDUUDWLYHö�DV�XVHG�E\�VRFLRORJLVWV�LV�D�VWRU\�WROG�
within a movement culture. Narratives have a plot, heroes 
and villains, and an instructive text or subtext that demon-
strates which ideas and actions are valued and which are 
condemned. For a political or social movement, the shared 
understanding created by such narratives helps bind its 
members together and is also attractive to potential move-
ment recruits. Narratives can support or challenge the 
VWDWXV�TXR�DQG�H[LVWLQJ�KLHUDUFKLHV�RI�SRZHU��ZHDOWK��DQG�
privilege.11

TOOLS OF FEAR
7KH�WRROV�RI�IHDU�DUH�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�IRXQG�LQ�IUDPHV�DQG�QDU-
UDWLYHV�XVHG�WR�FUHDWH�D�ORDWKHG�DQG�RU�IHDUHG�õ2WKHU�ö�7KH\�
LQFOXGH�GXDOLVP��GHPRQL]DWLRQ��VFDSHJRDWLQJ��DQG�DSRFDO\S-
tic aggression.12

DUALISM 
Dualism is a concept that divides the world into the forces 
RI�õJRRGö�DQG�õHYLO�ö�$�SDUWLFXODU�IRUP�RI�UHOLJLRXV�GXDOLVP��
Manichaeism, was broadly practiced between the third and 
seventh centuries, and incorporated into many features of 
HDUO\�&KULVWLDQLW\��'XDOLVP��HVSHFLDOO\�ZKDW�'LFN�$QWKRQ\�
DQG�7KRPDV�5REELQV�FDOO�õH[HPSODU\�GXDOLVP�ö�FDQ�EH�IRXQG�
LQ�õWRWDOLVWö�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�LGHRORJLFDO�PRYHPHQWV�õZLWK�
KLJKO\�GXDOLVWLF�ZRUOGYLHZVö�DQG�õDQ�DEVROXWLVW�DSRFDO\SWLF�
RXWORRNö�ZKHUH�PHPEHUV�FDVW�D�õSURMHFWLRQ�RI�QHJDWLYLW\�
DQG�UHMHFWHG�HOHPHQWV�RI�VHOI�RQWR�LGHRORJLFDOO\�GHVLJQDWHG�
VFDSHJRDWV�ö13 

Richard Hofstadter noted that the 
“fundamentalist mind…is essentially 
0DQLFKDHDQ�ö14 The United States has 
D�VLJQLŁFDQW�SUHVHQFH�RI�SROLWLFDOO\�DF-
tive fundamentalist Christian conser-
vatives.15

DEMONIZATION 
$�IRUP�RI�YLOLŁFDWLRQ��GHPRQL]DWLRQ�
is the process through which a group 
of people target other individuals or 

groups as the embodiment of evil.16 7KH�KDWHG�WDUJHW�LV�ŁUVW�
GHQLJUDWHG��WKHQ�GHKXPDQL]HG��DQG�ŁQDOO\�GHPRQL]HG�17 
Typically, proponents claim that the target is plotting against 
WKH�SXEOLF�JRRG��'HPRQL]DWLRQ�RIWHQ�LQYROYHV�GHPDJRJLF�
appeals. Demagoguery has been used historically both by 
populists to denounce corrupt elites,18 and by government 
RŃFLDOV�WR�MXVWLI\�SROLWLFDO�UHSUHVVLRQ�19 In both instances, its 
use is based on fears of conspiracies by real and imaginary 
subversive elements.20 Demogogues are seen as charismatic 
movement leaders; otherwise, their performance is inter-
SUHWHG�DV�EXŀRRQHU\�21 [For more on the character of demoniza-
WLRQ��VHH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�6KDUDQVN\�PRGHO�RI�WKH�õ��'ö�GHŁQLWLRQ�
for antisemitism later in this report.]

SCAPEGOATING
6FDSHJRDWLQJ�LQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�WKH�ULWXDOL]HG�WUDQVIHUHQFH�DQG�
expulsion of evil is a familiar theme across centuries and cul-
tures.22�,Q�:HVWHUQ�FXOWXUH�WKH�WHUP�õVFDSHJRDWö�FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�
WR�DQ�HDUO\�-HZLVK�ULWXDO�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�ERRN�RI�/HYLWLFXV�LQ�
WKH�%LEOH��$V�*RUGRQ�:��$OOSRUW�H[SODLQV�

On the Day of Atonement a live goat was chosen by 
lot. The high priest, robed in linen garments, laid both 
his hands on the goat’s head, and confessed over it 
the iniquities of the children of Israel. The sins of the 
people thus symbolically transferred to the beast, it was 
taken out into the wilderness and let go. The people felt 
purged, and for the time being, guiltless.23

The word scapegoat has evolved to mean a person or 

The tools of fear are 
the techniques found in 
frames and narratives 
used to create a loathed 
and/or feared “Other.” 
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group wrongfully blamed for some problem, especially for 
RWKHU�SHRSOHòV�PLVGHHGV��õ3V\FKRORJLFDOO\�ö�5LFKDUG�/DQGHV�
H[SODLQV��õWKH�WHQGHQF\�WR�ŁQG�VFDSHJRDWV�LV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�
FRPPRQ�GHIHQVH�PHFKDQLVP�RI�GHQLDO�WKURXJK�SURMHFWLRQ�ö24 

People redirect frustrated aggression or guilt over their own 
misconduct onto the scapegoat.25 But scapegoating does not 
QHFHVVDULO\�ZRUN�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DW�WKH�SHUVRQDO�OHYHO��VXFK�DV�
within a family, as it does at a societal level where, in Susan 
M. Fisher’s words, “the scapegoated group serves more as a 
PHWDSKRU�ö�1RU�GRHV�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�E\�ODUJH�JURXSV�DQG�VRFLDO�
movements indicate mass mental dysfunction.26

,Q�RXU�ERRN�Right-Wing Populism in America: Too Close For 
Comfort, Matthew N. Lyons and I use the term scapegoating 
to describe the societal form as

the social process whereby the hostility and grievances 
of an angry, frustrated group are directed away from 
the real causes of a social problem onto a target group 
demonized as malevolent wrongdoers. The scapegoat 
bears the blame, while the scapegoaters feel a sense of 
righteousness and increased unity. The social problem 
may be real or imaginary, the grievances legitimate or 
illegitimate, and members of the targeted group may 
be wholly innocent or partly culpable. What matters is 
that the scapegoats are wrongfully stereotyped as all 
sharing the same negative trait, or are singled out for 
EODPH�ZKLOH�RWKHU�PDMRU�FXOSULWV�DUH�OHW�Rŀ�WKH�KRRN�27

Scapegoating often targets socially disempowered or 
marginalized groups. At the same time, the scapegoat 
is often portrayed as powerful or privileged. In this way, 
scapegoating feeds on people’s anger about their own 
disempowerment, but diverts this anger away from the 
real systems of power and oppression. A certain level of 
scapegoating is endemic in most societies, but it more 
readily becomes an important political force in times of 
social competition or upheaval. At such times, espe-
FLDOO\��VFDSHJRDWLQJ�FDQ�EH�DQ�HŀHFWLYH�ZD\�WR�PRELOL]H�
mass support and activism during a struggle for power.

Rene Girard has examined scapegoating from a theopo-
OLWLFDO�SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�SRSXODUL]HG�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�õ0LPHWLF�
6FDSHJRDWLQJ�ö28

APOCALYPTIC AGGRESSION
Apocalypticism involves the sense of expectation by individ-
uals or groups that dramatic events are about to unfold dur-
LQJ�ZKLFK�õJRRGö�ZLOO�FRQIURQW�õHYLO�ö�7KLV�FRQIURQWDWLRQ�ZLOO�
change the world forever and reveal hidden truths.29 In this 
context, we are examining apocalypticism in the sociological 
sense where it serves as a master frame.30

Members of apocalyptic movements believe that time 
LV�UXQQLQJ�RXW��7KH�WHUP�õPLOOHQDULDQLVPö�UHIHUV�WR�DOO�
DSRFDO\SWLF�PRYHPHQWV��ZKLOH�õPLOOHQQLDOLVPö�GHVFULEHV�
apocalyptic movements built around a theme involving a 
one-thousand-year span (or some other lengthy period).31 

Robert J. Lifton observes that “historically the apocalyptic 
LPDJLQDWLRQ�KDV�XVXDOO\�EHHQ�QRQYLROHQW�LQ�QDWXUH�ö�EXW�

VXFK�EHOLHIV�DOVR�FDQ�JHQHUDWH�KRUULŁF�YLROHQFH�32 An apoca-
O\SWLF�OHDGHU�PD\�WDNH�RQ�WKH�PDQWOH�RI�WKH�PHVVLDK��DQG�LQ�
some cases urge forms of apocalyptic aggression against the 
scapegoated enemy. While apocalypticism and apocalyptic 
DJJUHVVLRQ�KDYH�EHHQ�OLQNHG�E\�VRPH�VFKRODUV�WR�WUDXPD�33 
WKHUH�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�OLWWOH�RU�QR�GLUHFW�OLQN�EHWZHHQ�WUDXPD�
DQG�VSHFLŁF�IRUPV�RI�SUHMXGLFH��34

CONSPIRACISM 
&RQVSLUDFLVW�WKLQNLQJ�H[LVWV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�DQG��LQ�VRPH�
circumstances, can move easily from the margins to the 
mainstream, as has happened repeatedly in the United 
States.35 Historian Robert Alan Goldberg traces the concept 
RI�FRQVSLUDF\�WKLQNLQJ�EDFN�WR�WKH�õ/DWLQ�ZRUG�FRQVSLUDUHð
WR�EUHDWKH�WRJHWKHU�ö�ZKLFK�LPSOLHV�VRPH�W\SH�RI�GUDPDWLF�
scenario.36 Conspiracism is a particular narrative form of 
VFDSHJRDWLQJ�WKDW�IUDPHV�GHPRQL]HG�HQHPLHV�DV�SDUW�RI�
a vast insidious plot against the common good, while it 
YDORUL]HV�WKH�VFDSHJRDWHU�DV�D�KHUR�IRU�VRXQGLQJ�WKH�DODUP�37 
0DUN�)HQVWHU��D�ODZ�SURIHVVRU�DQG�H[SHUW�RQ�FXOWXUH��
governance, and power, argues that persons who embrace 
conspiracy theories are trying to understand how power 
is exercised in a society that they feel they have no control 
over. Often they have real grievances with the society, 
ZKLFK�DUH�VRPHWLPHV�OHJLWLPDWH�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�VHHNLQJ�WR�
defend unfair power and privilege.38 Conspiracism evolves 
as a worldview from roots in dualistic forms of apocalypti-
FLVP��&RQVSLUDFLVW�WKLQNLQJ�KDV�DSSHDUHG�LQ�PDLQVWUHDP�
popular discourse as well as in various subcultures in the 
United States throughout its history.39 

SUBVERSION PANICS AND  
COUNTERSUBVERSION MOVEMENTS
Fear of subversion by sinister conspirators is woven into 
many contemporary narratives about threats to the United 
States posed by Jews or Muslims. According to the civil liber-
WLHV�DWWRUQH\�DQG�DFWLYLVW�)UDQN�'RQQHU�

The American obsession with subversive conspiracies 
of all kinds is deeply rooted in our history. Especially 
in times of stress, exaggerated febrile explanations of 
unwelcome reality come to the surface of American 
life and attract support. These recurrent counter-
subversive movements illuminate a striking contrast 
between our claims to superiority, indeed our mis-
sion as a redeemer nation to bring a new world order, 
and the extraordinary fragility of our confidence in 
our institutions.40

In the contemporary United States, certain instances of an-
tisemitism and Islamophobia are driven by apocalyptic ex-
pectations and related conspiracy theories shared within 
global religious subcultures.41 This is better documented 
and accepted by scholars of antisemitism than scholars of 
Islamophobia. Some of this baggage accompanies students 
involved in campus confrontations in the United States.
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3ULRU�WR�:RUOG�:DU�,,��õ:KDW�LV�DQWLVHPLWLVP"ö�ZDV�D�UHOD-
WLYHO\�HDV\�TXHVWLRQ�WR�DQVZHU��7KHUH�ZHUH�WZR�PDLQ�KLVWRULF�
IRUPV�DQDO\]HG�E\�VFKRODUV�

ú� &KULVWLDQ�DQLPRVLW\�WRZDUGV�-HZV�EDVHG�RQ�UHOLJLRQ

ú� 3ROLWLFDO�HWKQR�QDWLRQDOLVW�DWWDFNV�EDVHG�RQ�D�
SVHXGR�VFLHQWLŁF�FODLP�RI�UDFLDO�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�

In both cases, mass social or political movements were 
built in certain historic moments that targeted Jews as scape-
goats and resulted in assault, expulsion, murder, and mass 
murder.48 These acts were often prompted by fraudulent con-
VSLUDF\�WKHRULHV�DERXW�-HZLVK�SHUŁG\�WKDW�ZHUH�XVHG�WR�MXVWLI\�
apocalyptic aggression.49 

7KH�1D]L�JHQRFLGH�RI�-HZV�DQG�WKH�WDUJHWLQJ�DQG�HOLPL-
QDWLRQ�RI�RWKHU�õHQHPLHV�RI�WKH�VWDWHö�łRZHG�QDWXUDOO\�DQG�
KRUULŁFDOO\�IURP�WKHVH�DQWHFHGHQWV�50

WHEN IS IT ANTISEMITIC?
&ROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�SLFN�XS�WKHLU�LGHDV�DERXW�SROLWLFV�DQG�JHR-
political struggles from a variety of on–campus and external 
sources. What follows is a list of statements about the rela-
tion between Jews and the State of Israel and the implications 
of that relationship for American and international policy 
that, in their full form, have been labeled as antisemitic by 
some individuals and groups.57 We begin with each state-
PHQW��/DWHU��XQGHU�õ$�'LVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKH�5KHWRULF�ö�ZH�PRYH�
on to discuss the context in which these statements origi-
nated. Only by exploring the complexity of these issues can 
we ascertain where, exactly, comments critical of Israeli poli-
cies cross the line into antisemitism. Understanding these 
expressions and attitudes is critical to evaluating the issue of 
antisemitism on campus.

�����õ)RU�WRR�ORQJ��D�GHHS�SRODUL]DWLRQ�KDV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�WKH�
FRQYHUVDWLRQ�RQ�,VUDHO��RU�ODFN�WKHUHRI��DFURVV�$PHULFD�58 
Israel’s settlements in the occupied territories have, for over 
forty years, been an obstacle to peace. They have drained 
Israel’s economy, military, and democracy and eroded the 
FRXQWU\òV�DELOLW\�WR�XSKROG�WKH�UXOH�RI�ODZ�ö59 

õ$PHULFDQ�HOHFWHG�RŃFLDOV�VKRXOG�UHVSHFW�WKH�QHHG�IRU�WKH�
permanent status of Jerusalem to be determined in the 
context of a negotiated two–state solution, and refrain from 
VWHSV��UKHWRULFDO�RU�SUDFWLFDO��WKDW�LQłDPH�DQ�DOUHDG\�WHQVH�
situation – for instance, calling for the immediate relocation 
RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�(PEDVV\�WR�-HUXVDOHP�ö60 

2.   “[We urge] the government of Israel to hasten to end the 
occupation of Palestinian territories. [We strongly urge] the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�WDNH�VHULRXVO\�LWV�OHDGHUVKLS�UROH�WR�EHJLQ�D�
peace initiative that will end Israel’s occupation of the West 
%DQN��*D]D��DQG�(DVW�-HUXVDOHPû�$Q�HQG�RI�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�
is essential to achieving peace and the common good of the 
two peoples…[and] three faiths that are deeply rooted in this 
land. [We urge] the Israeli government and the Palestinian 
OHDGHUVKLS�WR�ZRUN�RQ�UHVROYLQJ�WKH�LVVXH�RI�WKH�ULJKW�RI�UH-
turn [of Palestinians to their prior homes now inside Israel]. 
With the assistance of the United Nations, both sides can, if 
WKH\�ZLOO��VWULYH�IRU�DQG�UHDFK��DQ�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKDW�DŃUPV�

EXPLORING ANTISEMITISM

B y  C h i P  B e r l e t

FALSE AND DEROGATORY ALLEGATIONS DERXW�õ7KH�-HZVö�KDYH�
a lengthy and sordid history.42 Historic tropes include antise-
mitic language, imagery, and ideas about Jews as an evil and 
monstrous chimeric threat. Our research indicates that some 
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�HQJDJH�LQ�SROLWLFDO�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�
FRQłLFW�RU�HŀRUWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�,UDT�DQG�$IJKDQ�ZDUV�FLUFXODWH�
outrageous claims that derive from historic antisemitic and 
,VODPRSKRELF�VRXUFHV��6RPH�SURï3DOHVWLQLDQ�RU�DQWLï=LRQLVW�
DFWLYLVWV�KDYH�FLUFXODWHG�FODLPV�GHULYHG�IURP�RUJDQL]HG�:KLWH�
supremacists and the forged hoax document, The Protocols of 
the Elders of Zion.43 This study shares an important interview 
ZLWK�%ULWLVK�VRFLRORJLVW�'DYLG�+LUVK��ZKR�RŀHUV�D�QXDQFHG�
discussion of how both unwitting and deliberately provoca-
tive antisemitic language is deployed.44

&DPSXV�LQFLGHQWV�LGHQWLŁHG�DV�DQWLVHPLWLF�DUH�UHJXODUO\�
WUDFNHG�DQG�UHSRUWHG�LQ�WKH�PHGLD��+RZHYHU��LW�LV�RIWHQ�GLŃ-
FXOW�WR�ŁQG�DFFRXQWV�WKDW�PDNH�GLVWLQFWLRQV�DPRQJ�LQFLGHQWV�
that are clearly antisemitic, that is, based in perceptions of 
race, religion, and culture; those that blur the line between 
DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�DQWLï=LRQLVP��DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�DUH�SULPDULO\�
negative expressions of opinion about Israeli state policy and 
EHKDYLRU��$Q�H[WHQVLYH�GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKHVH�FRQWHVWHG�GHŁQL-
tions is a central aspect of this PRA report in the belief that 
increased clarity about these issues will support the develop-
PHQW�RI�PRUH�QXDQFHG�DQG�HŀHFWLYH�FDPSXV�LQWHUYHQWLRQV��

WHAT IS ANTISEMITISM?
7KH�+LOOHO�)RXQGDWLRQ�LGHQWLŁHV�IRXU�FRPPRQ�IRUPV�RI�DQWL-
VHPLWLVP�RQ�FDPSXV�

ú� 2XWULJKW�$QWL�6HPLWLVP�

ú� $QWLï,VUDHO�SROLWLFDO�VSHHFK�WKDW�EHFRPHV�DQWL�
Semitic speech or acts.

ú� ,QWHUSHUVRQDO�SUREOHPV�H[SUHVVHG�DV�DQWL�6HPL-
tism.

ú� $QWLï6HPLWLVP�%RUQ�RI�,JQRUDQFH�45

A 2006 Hillel study found that “51 percent of college stu-
dents reported that they felt anti-Semitism during the past 
three years either on campus or while they were still in high 
VFKRRO�ö�+LOOHO��KRZHYHU��QRWHG�WKDW�IHHOLQJV�õFDQ�EH�GHFHLY-
LQJ��7KH������1DWLRQDO�-HZLVK�3RSXODWLRQ�6XUYH\�UHSRUWHG�
WKDW�ZKLOH�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�SHUFHLYHG�
anti-Semitism, only 26 percent had personally experienced 
LW�ö46

6R�LV�DQWLVHPLWLVP�UDPSDQW�RQ�FDPSXV�RU�QRW"�õ:H�WDNH�
DOO�LQFLGHQWV�VHULRXVO\�ö�H[SODLQV�+LOOHO�$VVRFLDWH�9LFH�3UHVL-
GHQW�IRU�&RPPXQLFDWLRQV�-Hŀ�5XELQ��õ0RVW�UHSRUWHG�ñDQWLVH-
mitic’ occurrences may be simple vandalism, interpersonal 
KRVWLOLW\��RU�VLPSOH�LJQRUDQFH�RI�V\PEROV�WKDW�DUH�RŀHQVLYH�WR�
-HZV�ö�VD\V�5XELQ��ZKR�FRXQVHOV�FDPSXVHV�ZKHQ�DQWLVHPLWLF�
incidents occur. 47
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�����õ)RU�WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�ZRUOG�HPSLUHV��D�WLQ\�
ethnic–religious minority representing less than two percent 
of the population is able to shape US policy in the Middle East 
to serve the colonial interests of a foreign country (Israel), 
which represents less than one percent of the population 
RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVWû�7KH�=LRQLVW�SRZHU�FRQŁJXUDWLRQ�LQ�
the US, with several hundred thousand fanatical activists 
WKURXJKRXW�WKH�FRXQWU\��FDQ�PRELOL]H�FORVH�WR����SHUFHQW�
of the US Congress on any legislation favoring Israel.68….
(TXDOO\�LPSRUWDQW��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�ODUJHVW�ŁOP��SULQW�DQG�
HOHFWURQLF�PHGLD�DUH�RZQHG�RU�GHHSO\�LQłXHQFHG�E\�=LRQLVW�
PHGLD�PRJXOV�ZKR�DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�VODQWLQJ�WKH�ñQHZVò�LQ�
IDYRU�RI�,VUDHO�ö69

10.   “Jewish media control determines the foreign policy of 
the United States and permits Jewish interests rather than 
$PHULFDQ�LQWHUHVWV�WR�GHFLGH�TXHVWLRQV�RI�ZDU�DQG�SHDFH��
Without Jewish media control, there would have been no 
Persian Gulf War, for example. There would have been no 
NATO massacre of Serb civilians. There would have been 
QR�,UDT�:DU��DQG�WKRXVDQGV�RI�OLYHV�ZRXOG�KDYH�EHHQ�VDYHG��
There would have been little, if any, American support for 
WKH�=LRQLVW�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO��DQG�WKH�KDWUHGV��IHXGV��DQG�WHUURU�
of the Middle East would never have been brought to our 
shore….We must oppose the further spreading of this poison 
DPRQJ�RXU�SHRSOH��DQG�ZH�PXVW�EUHDN�WKH�SRZHU�RI�WKRVH�
who are spreading it. It would be intolerable for such power 
to be in the hands of any alien minority with values and 
LQWHUHVWV�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�RXU�RZQ��%XW�WR�SHUPLW�WKH�-HZV��ZLWK�
WKHLU������ï\HDU�KLVWRU\�RI�QDWLRQïZUHFNLQJ��IURP�DQFLHQW�
Egypt to Russia, to hold such power over us is tantamount to 
UDFH�VXLFLGH�ö70

11.   “International Finance [assumed] control…and gained 
DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQłXHQFH�LQ�DOO�HFRQRPLF�XQGHUWDNLQJV�E\�
PHDQV�RI�>WKHLU@�SUHGRPLQDQFH�LQ�WKH�VWRFNïH[FKDQJHû�WKH�
IUHHPDVRQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��ZKLFK�KDG�IDOOHQ�FRPSOHWHO\�LQWR�
WKHLU�KDQGV��ZDV�D�PDJQLŁFHQW�ZHDSRQ�ZKLFK�KHOSHG�>WKHP@�
to achieve [their] ends. Government circles, as well as the 
higher sections of the political and commercial bourgeoisie, 
fell a prey to [their] plans through [their]manipulation of the 
masonic net, though they themselves did not even suspect 
ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQLQJû�>WKH@�REMHFWLYH�ZDV�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�
of the national economic system and the establishment of 
international capitalistic domination in its stead. And this 
JRDO�KDV�UHDOO\�EHHQ�UHDFKHG��WKDQNV�WR�WKH�VWXSLG�FUHGXOLW\�
RI�WKH�RQH�VLGH�DQG�WKH�XQVSHDNDEOH�WUHDFKHU\�RI�WKH�RWKHUû�
>ZH@�GLG�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�ZLWK�DGHTXDWH�FOHDUQHVV�WKH�GLŀHUHQFH�
between capital which is purely the product of creative labour 
and the existence and nature of capital which is exclusively 
WKH�UHVXOW�RI�ŁQDQFLDO�VSHFXODWLRQ�ö�71

A DISCUSSION OF THE RHETORIC
1.   “For too long, a deep polarization has character-
ized the conversation on Israel, or lack thereof, across 
America….”72

This statement by J Street is one of a collection of policy posi-
tion statements on the group’s website.73 J Street, founded 
LQ�������LV�D�QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�õHQVXUH�
a broad debate on Israel and the Middle East in national 

WKH�ULJKW�RI�UHWXUQ�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQV�ZKLOH�ZRUNLQJ�RXW�D�PXWX-
DOO\�DFFHSWDEOH�IRUPXOD�IRU�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�ö61

3.   “Christian support for the rebuilding of the Jewish Temple 
LV�DOVR�LQYDULDEO\�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�FODLPV�RI�H[FOXVLYH�
Jewish sovereignty over not only the Temple Mount and 
Jerusalem but much of the Middle East as well. Whether 
LQWHQWLRQDOO\�RU�RWKHUZLVH��WKHUHIRUH��&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVWV�DUH�
complicit in perpetuating a form of apartheid as well as the 
ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from the Occupied Territo-
ULHV��0DQ\�UHJDUG�WKLV�UHDGLQJ�RI�KLVWRU\�DV�TXHVWLRQDEOH��
coloured by a literal exegesis of highly selective biblical pas-
sages, profoundly misguided and essentially racist. Far from 
demonstrating a ministry of reconciliation to all nations, 
ZKLFK�LV�DW�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK��=LRQLVP�SHUSHWX-
DWHV�UHOLJLRXV�LQWROHUDQFH�DQG�LQFLWHV�HWKQLF�YLROHQFH�ö62

�����õ>$�VWXG\�FULWLFL]LQJ�ñ&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVPò�KDV@�GRQH�DQ�LP-
PHQVH�VHUYLFH�WR�PDQNLQG��DQG�WR�WKH�SHRSOHV�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��LQ�DQDO\]LQJ�ZKDW�LV�FDOOHG��LQ�WKH�86��
ñ&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVPò��D�SXUHO\�$PHULFDQ�SKHQRPHQRQ��ZLWK�
a direct impact on the genocide practiced in Palestine by the 
,VUDHOL�DXWKRULWLHV�ö63 

5.   “The apartheid state of Israel is on the way down. They 
are living in fear … and it is about time they live in fear….The 
WUXWK�RI�WKH�PDWWHU�LV��<RXU�GD\V�DUH�QXPEHUHG��:H�ZLOO�ŁJKW�
\RX�XQWLO�ZH�DUH�PDUW\UHG�RU�XQWLO�ZH�DUH�YLFWRULRXV�ö64

�����õ7KH�ZDU�LQ�,UDT�ZDV�QRW�D�ZDU�IRU�RLO��EXW�ZDV�D�ZDU�
conceived by the neo–cons and the pro–Israeli lobby in the 
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�EHQHŁW�,VUDHO��DQG�WR�HOHYDWH�,VUDHO�WR�D�YHU\�
important position in the Middle East, as a part of a plan to 
achieve overall US global control…. The neo–cons who are 
almost exclusively Jewish and the Israel lobby got the US into 
WKH�ZDU�LQ�,UDTû��WKHUH�DUH�SHRSOH�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��LQ�WKH�LQ-
telligence department, in the intelligence agencies who, for 
WKHLU�RZQ�UHDVRQV��DUH�YHU\�PXFK�ZRUULHG�DERXW�WKH�ñ,VUDHO-
L]DWLRQò�RI�86�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\��$QG�WKHVH�SHRSOH�LQ�:DVKLQJ-
WRQ��RU�SHRSOH�ZKR�XVHG�WR�ZRUN�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��KDYH�KDG�D�
ORQJ�WHUP�ŁJKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�,VUDHO�OREE\�ö65

�����õ7KH�,VUDHOL�=LRQLVW�UHJLPH�LV�GHHSO\�DODUPHG�E\�WKH�
prospect of the end of the dictatorship. Although the Israeli 
UHJLPH�SUHWHQGV�WR�EH�WKH�JUHDW�FKDPSLRQ�RI�ñGHPRFUDF\�ò�WKH�
reality is that it fears the development of a genuine people’s 
government in Egypt, the largest Arab country that possesses 
WKH�ODUJHVW�DUP\�LQ�WKH�$UDE�:RUOG�ö66

�����õ$�EUD]HQ�DWWHPSW�E\�LQłXHQWLDO�ñ,VUDHOïŁUVWHUVò�LQ�WKH�SRO-
icy echelons of the…administration to extend their control 
to the day–to–day espionage and covert–action operations of 
the CIA was the hidden source of the controversy and scan-
GDOV�WKDW�VKRRN�WKH�8�6��LQWHOOLJHQFH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�WKLV�VXP-
mer….The dual loyalists, whose domination over the federal 
H[HFXWLYHòV�KLJK�SODQQLQJ�DQG�VWUDWHJ\ïPDNLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�LV�
QRZ�MXVW�DERXW�WRWDO��KDYH�ORQJ�ZDQWHG�WR�JUDE�D�KDQG�LQ�WKH�
RQïWKHïVSRW�ñŁHOG�FRQWUROò�RI�WKH�&,$òV�ZRUOGZLGH�FODQGHVWLQH�
VHUYLFHV��7KH\�ZDQW�WKLV�FRQWURO��QRW�MXVW�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV��EXW�
RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�0RVVDG��,VUDHOòV�WHUURULVW�VHFUHW�SROLFH�ö67
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politics and the American Jewish community. 74 =LR1DWLRQ��D�
õ3URJUHVVLYH�=LRQLVP�DQG�,VUDHO�:HE�/RJ�ö�KDUVKO\�FULWLFL]HG�
J Street in 2009 for allegedly endorsing a production of the 
VKRUW�VWDJH�SOD\�õ6HYHQ�-HZLVK�&KLOGUHQö�E\�&DU\O�&KXUFKLOO�75 
David Hirsh, in his interview in this report, describes 
&KXUFKLOOòV�SOD\�DV�DQWLVHPLWLF��=LR1DWLRQ��KRZHYHU��WKHQ�
labeled J Street antisemitic, and wondered if J Street would 
endorse a public reading of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion.76

Ari Roth, artistic director of the theater where the event 
ZDV�VWDJHG��H[SODLQHG�WKDW�õZH�QHYHU�ñSURGXFHGò�WKH�SOD\��LW�
was read (in both Hebrew and English) as a critical exercise, 
WR�EHWWHU�GLVFXVV�DQG�DQDO\]H�LWûZH�KHOG�D�WZRïQLJKW�ñFULWLFDO�
LQTXLU\ò�DERXW�LW��LQYLWLQJ�SDQHOLVWV�WR�KHDU�WKH�SOD\�DQG�WKHQ�
discuss it; we invited Israeli and American artists to write 
WKHLU�RZQ�UHVSRQVH�SOD\V�WR�LW�ö77

3HWHU�0DUNV�RI�WKH�Washington Post reviewed the event as 
“a watershed in the evolution of immediate dialogue between 
a political play and its audience….the way Roth constructed 
the event, bringing together actors, theatergoers, experts 
and even, via e–mail, Churchill herself, conferred on it some 
RI�WKH�IRUPDOL]HG�JUDYLW\�RI�D�V\PSRVLXP�DQG�WKH�PHVV\�
XUJHQF\�RI�DQ�HPHUJHQF\�PHHWLQJ�ö�0DUNV�ZURWH��õ/LVWHQ-

OTHER DEFINITIONS OF ANTISEMITISM 

The attributing of all or part of one’s own misfortunes, and those of one’s country, to the presence of Jewish ele-
PHQWV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��DQG�SURSRVLQJ�WR�UHPHG\LQJ�WKLV�VWDWH�RI�DŀDLUV�E\�GHSULYLQJ�WKH�-HZV�RI�FHUWDLQ�RI�WKHLU�
ULJKWV��E\�NHHSLQJ�WKHP�RXW�RI�FHUWDLQ�HFRQRPLF�RU�VRFLDO�DFWLYLWLHV��E\�H[SHOOLQJ�WKHP�IURP�WKH�FRXQWU\��E\�H[WHU-
minating them etc. - Jean Paul Sartre, Anti–Semite and Jew.51

$WWLWXGHV�DQG�DFWLRQV�DJDLQVW�-HZV�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�EHOLHI�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�XQLTXHO\�LQIHULRU��HYLO��RU�GHVHUYLQJ�RI�FRQ-
demnation by their very nature, or by historical or supernatural dictates. - Paul E. Grosser and Edwin G. Halperin, 
$QWLï6HPLWLVP��7KH�&DXVHV�DQG�(ŀHFWV�RI�D�3UHMXGLFH�52

The hatred and persecution of Jews as a group; not the hatred of persons who happen to be Jews, but rather the 
hatred of persons because they are Jews.  - Charles Y. Glock and Rodney Stark, Christian Beliefs and Anti–Semitism.53

Anti–Semitism is an expression of deep negative feelings for Jews. Its roots are theological and psychological, and 
LW�GLŀHUV�IURP�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�HWKQLF�DQG�UDFLDO�SUHMXGLFH��$�VWDWHPHQW�RU�H[SUHVVLRQ�LV�FRQVLGHUHG�DQWLï6HPLWLF�
ZKHQ�LW�DVVLJQV�XQLTXH��LPPXWDEOH�WUDLWV�WR�WKH�-HZV�DQG�GHVFULEHV�WKHP�DV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�DOO�WKH�ZLFNHGQHVV��LQHT-
uity and evil in the world from time immemorial to this day  - Esther Webman, Stephen Roth Institute for the Study of 
Contemporary Anti–Semitism and Racism and the Dayan Center of Tel Aviv University.54

7KH�EHOLHI�RU�EHKDYLRU�KRVWLOH�WRZDUG�-HZV�MXVW�EHFDXVH�WKH\�DUH�-HZLVK��,W�PD\�WDNH�WKH�IRUP�RI�UHOLJLRXV�WHDFKLQJV�
WKDW�SURFODLP�WKH�LQIHULRULW\�RI�-HZV��IRU�LQVWDQFH��RU�SROLWLFDO�HŀRUWV�WR�LVRODWH��RSSUHVV��RU�RWKHUZLVH�LQMXUH�WKHP��
,W�PD\�DOVR�LQFOXGH�SUHMXGLFHG�RU�VWHUHRW\SHG�YLHZV�DERXW�-HZV��- Anti–Defamation League (2010).55

$QWLVHPLWLVP�LV�D�GXUDEOH�DQG�XQLTXH�KLVWRULF�DQG�FRQWHPSRUDU\�IRUP�RI�SUHMXGLFH�RU�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�DSSHDULQJ�
at various times based on perceptions of religion, ethnicity, and race. In the U.S., Christian supremacist notions 
FUHDWHG�V\VWHPV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�WKDW�NHSW�-HZV�LQ�D�VHFRQGïFODVV�VWDWXV�XQWLO�DIWHU�::,,��:KLOH�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�
DQWLVHPLWLVP�DV�D�IRUP�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ�LV�QR�ORQJHU�D�PDMRU�IRUFH��SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�UHPDLQ��$OWKRXJK�
-HZV�DUH�DFWXDOO\�D�GLYHUVH�HWKQRUHOLJLRXV�JURXS��WKHLU�ELDVHG�FULWLFV�RIWHQ�SURMHFW�RQ�WKHP�D�UDFLDO�LGHQWLW\�WKDW�KDV�
motivated intimidation and violence.  - Political Research Associates (1994).56

LQJ�WR�WKH�VKDUS�JLYHïDQGïWDNH�EHFDPH�DV�LQWHJUDO�WR�WKH�
H[SHULHQFH��LQ�IDFW��DV�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�WKH�HLJKW�ŁQH�DFWRUV�VHDWHG�
around a table, reading from Churchill’s script and the scripts 
of two other playwrights. The additional dramatists—Robbie 
Gringras, an Israeli, and the American Deb Margolin—wrote 
playlets critical of Churchill’s that mimic hers in structure 
DQG�VW\OH�ö78

-�6WUHHW�LVVXHG�D�VWDWHPHQW�WKDW�LW�õWDNHV�QR�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�
the content of Seven Jewish Children – it is, after all, a play, 
DQG�QRW�SROLF\��:H�GR��KRZHYHU��VWDQG�XQHTXLYRFDOO\�EHKLQG�
Theater J in its decision to feature programming that ex-
DPLQHV�GLŀHUHQW�IDFHWV�RI�WKLV�FULWLFDO�GHEDWH�RYHU�KRZ�RXU�
FRPPXQLW\�FDQ�EHVW�VXSSRUW�,VUDHO�ö79 J Street describes itself 
as representing “Americans, primarily but not exclusively 
Jewish, who support Israel and its desire for security as the 
Jewish homeland, as well as the right of the Palestinians to a 
VRYHUHLJQ�VWDWH�RI�WKHLU�RZQ�ö80

The incident described here seems to be an example of 
the complaint by those supporting Palestinian rights that 
VRPHWLPHV�WKH�WHUP�õDQWLVHPLWLVPö�LV�XVHG�WR�GLVFUHGLW�DQG�
suppress an open discussion of criticisms of Israeli govern-
ment policy and actions.
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2.   “[We urge] the government of Israel to hasten to end 
the occupation of Palestinian territories….”81 
This excerpt comes from the Advisory Committee on Social 
Witness Policy of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), which 
LQ������LQWURGXFHG�D�õ5HVROXWLRQ�RQ�,VUDHO�DQG�3DOHVWLQH��
(QG�WKH�2FFXSDWLRQ�1RZ�ö�SUHVHQWHG�WR�LWV����WK�*HQHUDO�
Assembly.82 The accompanying language in the larger docu-
ment and aggressive rhetoric used by some Presbyterians in 
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�UHVROXWLRQ�FDPH�XQGHU�ŁUH�IURP�D�YDULHW\�
of Jewish groups. 

,Q�2FWREHU�������IRU�H[DPSOH��6DPLU�0DNKORXI�VSRNH�
at the College of Wooster in Ohio, replacing a scheduled 
3DOHVWLQLDQ�VSHDNHU�ZKR�ZDV�GHQLHG�D�YLVD��7KH�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�
ZDV�KRVWHG�E\�WKH�ORFDO�3UHVE\WHULDQ�3HDFHPDNHUV�JURXS��
According to a report in the Cleveland Jewish News��0DNKORXI�
õSUHVHQWHGû7KH�3URWRFROV�RI�WKH�(OGHUV�RI�=LRQ�DV�D�IDFWXDO�
ERRN�WKDW�ñH[SODLQVò�KRZ�=LRQLVWV�KDYH�EHHQ�WDNLQJ�RYHU�WKH�
world’s political, economic, religious and communication or-
JDQL]DWLRQV�ö�7KH�QHZVSDSHU�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�0DNKORXIòV�VOLGH�
presentation concluded “with a Star of David morphing into 
D�VZDVWLND��DQG�KDG�IUDPHV�HTXDWLQJ�=LRQLVP�ZLWK�1D]LVP��
7KH�ñHTXDOVò�VLJQ�ZDV�WKHQ�UHSODFHG�E\�D�ñJUHDWHU�WKDQò�VLJQ��
VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�=LRQLVP�ZDV�HYHQ�ZRUVH�WKDQ�1D]LVP�ö83 For 
months no one was able to prompt any sort of apology for 
the event. Eventually the president of the College of Wooster 
made a public apology.84�7KDW�ŁQDOO\�SURPSWHG�D�VWDWHPHQW�
IURP�WKH�3UHVE\WHULDQ�3HDFHPDNHUV�õGLVWDQFLQJ�WKHPVHOYHV�
IURP�0DNKORXIòV�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�ö85

The Wooster incident was not typical, but it represented 
WKH�ZRUVW�IHDUV�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�TXHVWLRQHG�WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�WKH�
wording of the 2003 resolution. Soul–searching within the 
national Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) led to discussions with 
several representatives of Jewish groups concerning ambigui-
ties and attitudes in the language of the resolution that most 
-HZV�ZRXOG�ŁQG�WURXEOLQJ��2YHU�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�PRGLŁFDWLRQV�
were made to the policies and policy documents of the Pres-
byterian Church (U.S.A.). One text approved by the General 
Assembly urged its members to be “be a voice for the victims 
RI�YLROHQFH�LQ�ERWK�,VUDHO�DQG�3DOHVWLQH��:H�DVN�3&��8�6�$���
members, congregations, committees, and other entities to 
become nonpartisan advocates for peace. As such, we will 
not over–identify with the realities of the Israelis or Palestin-
LDQV��,QVWHDG�ZH�ZLOO�LGHQWLI\�ZLWK�WKH�QHHG�IRU�SHDFHPDNLQJ�
YRLFHV�LQ�WKH�PLGVW�RI�KRUULŁF�DFWV�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�WHUURU�ö86 
This is an example of how the process of open dialogue 
over appropriate terminology and actions can have positive 
results. 87

3.   “Christian support for the rebuilding of the Jewish 
Temple is also invariably linked to the political claims of 
exclusive Jewish sovereignty….”88

This statement starts out with a depiction of the role of 
&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVP�DV�DQ�DSRFDO\SWLF�HYDQJHOLFDO�DQG�IXQ-
damentalist movement that supports hardline and expan-
VLRQLVW�SROLFLHV�LQ�,VUDHO��7KH�VWDWHPHQW�LV�E\�6WHSKHQ�6L]HU��
3DVWRU�RI�&KULVW�&KXUFK�LQ�9LUJLQLD�:DWHU��8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��
6L]HUòV�RSLQLRQV�RQ�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW�DUH�ZLGHO\�
FLUFXODWHG��6L]HUòV�FODLP�WKDW�=LRQLVP�VHHNV�õH[FOXVLYH�-HZLVK�
VRYHUHLJQW\ö�RYHU�õPXFK�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVWö�LV�RYHUEURDG�DQG�
problematic. 

+H�WKHQ�XVHV�WKH�WHUP�õDSDUWKHLG�ö�ZKLFK�KDV�DOVR�EHHQ�
used by other critics of Israeli policy, including former 
President Jimmy Carter. It is a harsh assessment, but as a 
description of the nature and implications of certain Israeli 
policies, it is one that could reasonably be debated on a col-
lege campus if presented carefully. 

6L]HU�VXJJHVWV�WKH�6WDWH�RI�,VUDHO�LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�õWKH�HWKQLF�
FOHDQVLQJ�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQV�IURP�WKH�2FFXSLHG�7HUULWRULHV�ö�7KH�
WHUP�õHWKQLF�FOHDQVLQJö�UHIHUV�WR�D�IRUP�RI�JHQRFLGH��$FFRUG-
ing to the United Nations Convention on Genocide, “geno-
cide means any of the following acts committed with intent 
to destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or 
UHOLJLRXV�JURXS�ö�VXFK�DV��

ú� .LOOLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�JURXS��

ú� &DXVLQJ�VHULRXV�ERGLO\�RU�PHQWDO�KDUP�WR�PHPEHUV�
of the group; 

ú� 'HOLEHUDWHO\�LQłLFWLQJ�RQ�WKH�JURXS�FRQGLWLRQV�RI�OLIH�
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in 
whole or in part; 

ú� ,PSRVLQJ�PHDVXUHV�LQWHQGHG�WR�SUHYHQW�ELUWKV�
within the group; 

ú� )RUFLEO\�WUDQVIHUULQJ�FKLOGUHQ�RI�WKH�JURXS�WR�DQ-
other group.89

,I�E\�WKLV�UHIHUHQFH�WR�JHQRFLGH�6L]HU�PHDQV�WR�VD\�FHUWDLQ�
acts of the Israeli government could be measured against the 
terms of the United Nations Convention on Genocide, then 
WKDW�LV�RQH�PDWWHU��,I��KRZHYHU��6L]HU�LV�LQYRNLQJ�WKH�LPDJHV�
RI�WKH�6HUELDQ�VODXJKWHU�RI�0XVOLPV�LQ�.RVRYR��WKH�JHQRFLGDO�
FDPSDLJQV�LQ�'DUIXU��RU�WKH�1D]L�JHQRFLGH�RI�-HZV��WKHQ�WKH�
FRPSDULVRQ�LV�łDZHG�DQG�K\EHUEROLF�

$QRWKHU�RYHUEURDG�DQG�SUREOHPDWLF�VWDWHPHQW�E\�6L]HU�
LV�KLV�FODLP�WKDW�&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVWV�XVH�D�õKLJKO\�VHOHFWLYHö�
UHDGLQJ�RI�FHUWDLQ�õELEOLFDO�SDVVDJHVö�WKDW�DUH�õSURIRXQGO\�
PLVJXLGHG�DQG�HVVHQWLDOO\�UDFLVW�ö90 ,W�LV�WUXH�WKDW�&KULVWLDQ�=L-
RQLVP�LV�EDVHG�RQ�DQ�LGLRV\QFUDWLF�UHDGLQJ�RI�WKH�%LEOH��6L]HU��
KRZHYHU��GRHV�QRW�GHŁQH�WKH�WHUPV�õ=LRQLVPö�DQG�&KULVWLDQ�
=LRQLVP��:KDW�IRUP�RI�=LRQLVP"�:KLFK�JURXS�RI�&KULVWLDQ�
=LRQLVWV"��$QG�KRZ�LV�6L]HU�XVLQJ�WKH�WHUP�õUDFLVW"ö�,V�KH�VXJ-
JHVWLQJ�WKDW�-HZV�DUH�D�VSHFLŁF�UDFLDO�FDWHJRU\�DQG�3DOHVWLQ-
LDQV�DUH�D�GLŀHUHQW�UDFLDO�FDWHJRU\"�6L]HUòV�VORSS\�ODQJXDJH�
LQYRNHV�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�LI�RQH�LV�õDQWLUDFLVWö�RQH�VKRXOG�RQO\�
support the Palestinians and not consider the complexity of 
the situation in the Middle East.

7KH�VDPH�SUREOHP�RI�GHŁQLWLRQ�SODJXHV�WKH�FODLP�WKDW�
õ=LRQLVP�SHUSHWXDWHV�UHOLJLRXV�LQWROHUDQFH�DQG�LQFLWHV�HWKQLF�
YLROHQFH�ö�91 Is it true that some Israelis have used their per-
VRQDO�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�õ=LRQLVPö�WR�MXVWLI\�UHOLJLRXV�LQWROHU-
ance and incite ethnic violence? This can be documented. 
6L]HU��DV�QRWHG�DERYH��GRHV�QRW�GHŁQH�WKH�WHUP�õ=LRQLVP�ö�
however, and thus his statement can be appropriated to 
defend or dismiss a wide range of positions on Israeli govern-
ment policy and on the legitimacy of the existence of the 
State of Israel. 

4.   “[This study criticizing ‘Christian Zionism’ has] done 
an immense service to mankind….”92

Why is this statement here? Because it represents an attempt 
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E\�+RORFDXVW�GHQLHUV�WR�XVH�3DVWRU�6L]HUòV�HVVD\�WR�SURPRWH�
suspicion of Jews and open the door to recruitment into anti-
VHPLWLF�DQG�QHRQD]L�FLUFOHV�93

6L]HU�FDQQRW�FRQWURO�KRZ�KLV�ZRUGV�DUH�XVHG�DQG�WKLV�
essay apparently was posted on the internet without his per-
PLVVLRQ��1RQHWKHOHVV��6L]HU�FDQ�FRQWURO�ZKR�KH�UHOLHV�RQ�IRU�
information, and in the past he has relied on the Rev. Dale 
&URZOH\��5LFKDUG�%DUWKRORPHZ�UHSRUWV�WKDW�õ&URZOH\�NHHSV�
company with unsavoury characters connected with the far–
ULJKW�/LEHUW\�/REE\�DQG�LWV�6SRWOLJKWö�QHZVSDSHU��&URZOH\�LV�
OLVWHG�RQ�WKH�õ%RDUG�RI�&RQWULEXWRUVö�RI�WKH�Barnes Review, a 
+RORFDXVW�GHQLDO�RXWŁW�94 Placing advertisements in campus 
QHZVSDSHUV�FDOOLQJ�IRU�DQ�õRSHQ�GHEDWHö�RQ�WKH�+RORFDXVW�LV�
one maneuver by antisemites to gain access to students for 
recruitment. Holocaust deniers use the struggle in the Mid-
dle East as a way to entice pro–Palestinian and peace activists 
into interpreting the actions of the State of Israel through the 
lens of conspiracist chimeric antisemitism. This lens is the 
EDVLV�RI�VRïFDOOHG�õ+LVWRULFDO�5HYLVLRQLVPö�DV�SUDFWLFHG�E\�
Holocaust deniers.95

5.   “The apartheid state of Israel is on the way down. 
They are living in fear….”96

$PLU�$EGHO�0DOLN�$OL�PDGH�WKLV�VWDWHPHQW�LQ�0D\������DW�
the University of California, Irvine.97 >:H�SURŁOH�ERWK�$OL�
and repeated incidents at Irvine in this report.] Ali is clearly 
suggesting the elimination of the State of Israel, but goes 
IXUWKHU�E\�VXJJHVWLQJ�õLW�LV�DERXW�WLPH�WKH\�OLYH�LQ�IHDU�ö�$OL�
DOVR�LV�SUHGLFWLQJ�D�ŁJKW�WR�WKH�GHDWK�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V��õ:H�ZLOO�
ŁJKW�\RX�XQWLO�ZH�DUH�PDUW\UHG�RU�XQWLO�ZH�DUH�YLFWRULRXV�ö�,W�
is hard to imagine a defense of these statements that would 
not entail some form of antisemitism. Nonetheless, the Los 
Angeles Times�DUWLFOH�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�$OLòV�UHPDUNV�LV�UHSRVWHG�
RQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH�RI�1RUPDQ�*��)LQNHOVWHLQ��XQGHU�WKH�WULYLDO-
L]LQJ�KHDGLQJ�õ8VXDO�6XVSHFWV��8VXDO�*DUEDJH�ö�>:H�SURŁOH�
)LQNHOVWHLQ�ODWHU�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW�@

6.   “The war in Iraq was not a war for oil, but was a war 
conceived by the neo–cons and the pro–Israeli lobby in 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�EHQHŁW�,VUDHOû�ö98

7KLV�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRU\�ZDV�VSXQ�E\�-Hŀ�%ODQNIRUW�LQ�D������
interview by Silvia Cattori. 99 :KHQ�%ODQNIRUW�LV�DFFXVHG�
of antisemitism, he incorporates that into the vast plot he 
envisions against himself and other supporters of Palestinian 
ULJKWV��%ODQNIRUW�LV�SDUW�RI�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RQOLQH�õ9ROWDLUH�
1HWZRUNõ�LQ�ZKLFK������7UXWKHUV�LQWHUVHFW�ZLWK�RWKHU�FRQ-
spiracy theorists including antisemites.100 

7.   “The Israeli Zionist regime is deeply alarmed by the 
prospect of the end of the dictatorship….”101

7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�LV�E\�%ULDQ�%HFNHU��D�WRS�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�$FW�
Now to Stop War and End Racism Coalition (ANSWER), the 
PDMRU�QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RUJDQL]LQJ�DJDLQVW�8�6��LQYROYH-
ment in military actions in the Middle East. A number of 
SURJUHVVLYH�DQWLZDU�DFWLYLVWV�KDYH�FRPSODLQHG�DERXW�%HFNHUòV�
rhetoric and the way in which clearly antisemitic signs and 
statements are tolerated at public demonstrations coordi-
nated by ANSWER. In response, ANSWER says it opposes 
antisemitism and cannot control what people say or the signs 
they carry at demonstrations. Critics of ANSWER’s response 

SRLQW�RXW�WKDW�RWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SURWHVWLQJ�WKH�ZDUV�LQ�WKH�
Middle East actively discourage antisemitic signs and state-
PHQWV��DQG�KDYH�DVNHG�SHRSOH�FDUU\LQJ�FOHDUO\�DQWLVHPLWLF�
placards to either discard them or leave the demonstration.102

According to the Anti–Defamation League (ADL), AN-
SWER is one of the “Top Ten Anti–Israel Groups in Ameri-
FD�ö103 ADL writes that “ANSWER’s rallies opposing the United 
6WDWHVò�ZDUV�LQ�,UDT�DQG�$IJKDQLVWDQ�RIWHQ�LQFOXGH�VLJQV�FRQ-
GHPQLQJ�,VUDHO�DQG�SUDLVLQJ�DQWLï,VUDHO�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�ö104 
$'/�JLYHV�D�FRPSHOOLQJ�H[DPSOH�

At an ANSWER–organized rally to protest the Gaza 
war in Orlando on January 10, 2009, Emmanuel Lo-
pez, an ANSWER–Florida steering committee member, 
praised the “Palestinian resistance” and argued that 
the only terrorists in the Middle East are the Israeli 
Defense Forces and American forces in Iraq. He also 
led the crowd in chants of “From the River to the Sea, 
Palestine will be Free,” a call for the dismantlement of 
the state of Israel.105

7KH�$'/�FULWLFLVP�WKDW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�PDNHV�D�UHJXODU�DS-
pearance at ANSWER rallies is valid. Throughout its criticism 
RQ�LWV�ZHEVLWH�DQG�LQ�UHSRUWV�DQG�EULHŁQJV��KRZHYHU��$'/�
FRQVLVWHQWO\�FRQłDWHV�LWV�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ZLWK�
FULWLFLVP�RI�õIDU�/HIW�DQG�DQWLïZDU�PRYHPHQWVö�IRU�SRVLWLRQV�
critical of Israeli and U.S. policies and actions in which there 
is scant evidence of antisemitic content or rhetoric.106 This 
blurs an important distinction at the heart of campus con-
frontations from which charges of antisemitism emerge.

���õ$�EUD]HQ�DWWHPSW�E\�LQłXHQWLDO�ñ,VUDHOïŁUVWHUVò�LQ�WKH�
policy echelons of the…administration….”107

7KLV�FKDUJH�DLPHG�DW�FULWLFL]LQJ�WKH�5HDJDQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�
appeared in the antisemitic newspaper Spotlight�LQ������108 

It is placed here as an example of how antisemites use coded 
ODQJXDJH�WR�LPSO\�WKDW�-HZV�DUH�õGXDO�OR\DOLVWVö�ZKR�GR�QRW�
have a commitment to the United States and thus comprise 
a phalanx of alien subversion. Compare this trope with the 
rhetoric that follows.

���õ)RU�WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�ZRUOG�HPSLUHV��D�
tiny ethnic–religious minority representing less than 
two percent of the population is able to shape US policy 
in the Middle East to serve the colonial interests of a 
foreign country (Israel) 109… the majority of the largest 
ŁOP��SULQW�DQG�HOHFWURQLF�PHGLD�DUH�RZQHG�RU�GHHSO\�
LQłXHQFHG�E\�=LRQLVW�PHGLD�PRJXOVû�ö110

7KLV�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�DQWLï=LRQLVW�VRFLRORJLVW�-DPHV�3HWUDV�LQ�
KLV�ERRN�Rulers and Ruled in the US Empire: Bankers, Zionists, 
Militants;111 and an essay titled “The Politics of an Israeli Ex-
WHUPLQDWLRQ�&DPSDLJQö�DSSHDULQJ�LQ�WKH�Palestine Chronicle 
in 2009.112

10. “Jewish media control determines the foreign policy 
of the United States….”113

7KLV�VWDWHPHQW�LV�E\�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$OOLDQFH��D�8�6��QHRQD]L�
group promoting White supremacy and antisemitism. The 
National Alliance promotes the revolutionary overthrow 
of the American political system. During the 1990s, the 
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1DWLRQDO�$OOLDQFH�ZDV�D�OHDGLQJ�QHRQD]L�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�WKH�
United States.114

11.   “International Finance [assumed] control…and 
JDLQHG�DQ�LQFUHDVLQJ�LQłXHQFH�LQ�DOO�HFRQRPLF�XQGHU-
takings by means of [their] predominance in the stock–
exchange...”115

7KLV�DPDOJDP�RI�VWDWHPHQWV�E\�$GROI�+LWOHU�LV�WDNHQ�IURP�
KLV�ERRN�Mein Kampf.116 Hitler is writing about the Jews. The 
longer statement above by Hitler as edited, however, is very 
similar to many current online conspiracist theories alleging 
secret cabals—not only accusing Jews, but the Freemasons, 
WKH�õ6HFUHW�(OLWHV�ö�WKH�õ%DQNVWHUV�ö�VSDFH�DOLHQV��WKH�&KLQHVH�
government, etc.117

CHIMERIC ANTISEMITISM, THE PROTOCOLS, 
AND CONSPIRACY THEORIES
:KDW�PDNHV�DQWLVHPLWLVP�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�RWKHU�IRUPV�RI�SUHM-
udice or scapegoating? Scholars of antisemitism sometimes 
GLVFXVV�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�õFKLPHULF�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ö�7KH�FKLPHUD�
ZDV�D�KRUULEOH�ŁUHïEUHDWKLQJ�PRQVWHU�IURP�*UHHN�P\WKROR-
J\��7KH�WHUP�õFKLPHUDö�KDV�FRPH�WR�PHDQ�DQ\�IDQWDVWLF�FODLP�
about something, someone, or some group and in this case, a 
IDQWDVWLF�FODLP�DERXW�õ7KH�-HZVö�DV�D�JURXS�118

According to David Norman Smith, Jews become

[T]he objects of an obsessional exaggeration so extreme 
WKDW�WKH\�DUH�WUDQVŁJXUHG��LQ�WKRXJKW��LQWR�OLWHUDOO\�
WUDQVFHQGHQWDO��/XFLIHULDQ�ŁJXUHV�RI�EHVWLDOLW\�DQG�
danger. It is possible, of course, for other groups to 
VKDUH�WKLV�IDWH��DQG�KLVWRU\�RŀHUV�VHYHUDO�H[DPSOHV�RI�
JURXSV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�VLPLODUO\�YLOLŁHG��õKHUHWLFVö�LQ�
medieval Christendom, “soulstealers” in late–imperial 
China, the Illuminati and [Freemasons] in the after-
PDWK�RI�WKH�)UHQFK�5HYROXWLRQ��%XW�WKHUH�LV�D�VSHFLŁF-
ity to chimerias that we miss entirely if we revert to the 
idea that, since every prejudice distorts truth to some 
extent, every bias is Manichaean. Not every exaggera-
tion is equal. Not every lie is a Big Lie.119

:KDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�FDPSXV�LV�IUHTXHQWO\�
measured against a person’s incorporation of certain claims 
DERXW�õ7KH�-HZVö�WKDW�DUH�GUDZQ��ZLWWLQJO\�RU�XQZLWWLQJO\��
IURP�WKH�IDQWDVL]HG�RU�õFKLPHULFö�FODLP�DERXW�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�
DV�D�WKUHDWHQLQJ�JURXS�FRGLŁHG�LQ�WKH�QRWRULRXV�ELJRWHG�DQWL-
semitic forgery, The Protocols of the Elders of Zion.120

ANTISEMITISM IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY:  
AN AMERICAN DILEMMA
7KH�SUHYDOHQFH�RI�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRULHV�LQ�WKH�%ODFN�FRPPX-
QLW\�IROORZV�D�XQLTXH�URXWH�WKURXJK�IRONORUH�DFFRXQWV�WKDW�
UHłHFW�D�KLVWRU\�RI�UHSUHVVLYH�UDFLVP��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�3DWULFLD�$��
Turner, and as such, they have functioned as counter–nar-
UDWLYHV�DQG�õWRROV�RI�UHVLVWDQFH�ö121 Legitimate resistance to 
oppression does not, however, render conspiracy theories 
accurate, useful, or acceptable. Moreover, sometimes these 

conspiracy theories step over the line into antisemitism.
$OWKRXJK�WKH�5HY��/RXLV�)DUUDNKDQ�GHQLHV�KH�LV�D�ELJRW��

and some of his critics have themselves used racist appeals, 
)DUUDNKDQ�KDV�LQ�IDFW�PDGH�D�QXPEHU�RI�VWDWHPHQWV�FRQFHUQ-
LQJ�-HZV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�\HDUV�WKDW�UHłHFW�GLVGDLQ�DQG�SUHMX-
GLFH��:KHQ�WKH�1DWLRQ�RI�,VODP�FLUXFODWHG�WKH�ERRN�The Secret 
Relationship Between Blacks and Jews, it helped to clarify 
DQ\�OLQJHULQJ�FRQIXVLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�)DUUDNKDQòV�UHOLDQFH�RQ�
historic antisemitic conspiracy theories concerning Jewish 
SRZHU�DQG�FRQWURO��7KH�ERRN�LV�D�OHQJWK\�SVHXGRïDFDGHPLF�
treatise that reaches the false conclusion that Jews controlled 
the slave trade. The text strongly implies that Jewish owner-
ship of and attitudes towards slaves was somehow distinct 
from and more venal than ownership of and attitudes 
towards slaves by non–Jews. Left unexamined are the readily 
DYDLODEOH�VWDWLVWLFV�VKRZLQJ�WKDW�WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�VODYHï
RZQHUV�ZHUH�QRW�-HZLVK��7KH�ERRN�ZDV�VROG�WKURXJK�DGV�LQ�
the Nation of Islam’s newspaper Final Call.

An educational brochure circulated over a decade ago 
by a branch of the All African People’s Revolutionary Party 
�$$353��VWDUWV�RXW�E\�FULWLFL]LQJ�=LRQLVP�DQG�,VUDHOL�SROLWLFV�
but soon descends into rampant anti–Jewish conspiracism. 
õ=,21,60�LV�D�ZHOO�RUJDQL]HG�DQG�ŁQDQFHG��LQWHUQDWLRQDO�
conspiracy which controls the economic and political life of 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�(XURSH�ö�VD\V�WKH�EURFKXUH��$OWKRXJK�
DFFXUDWHO\�QRWLQJ��õ$OO�-HZV�DUH�QRW�=LRQLVWV�ö�WKH�EURFKXUH�
JRHV�RQ�WR�FODLP��õ7KH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�=LRQLVW�PRYHPHQW�H[HUWV�
an almost total strangle–hold over the economic, political, 
social and cultural life of the African community […]. They 
use their money, their power, the FBI, CIA, IRS, the courts 
and prisons; and many other ways to control and destroy our 
PRYHPHQWV��OHDGHUV�DQG�SHRSOH�ö122 At the same time, some 
leaders of the AAPRP have confronted antisemitism within 
WKHLU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�123

Henry Louis Gates Jr., in his 1992 essay in the New York 
Times�RQ�õ%ODFN�'HPDJRJXHV�DQG�3VHXGRï6FKRODUV�ö�RE-
VHUYHG�

The trend has been deeply disquieting for many black 
intellectuals. But it is something most of us, as if by 
unstated agreement, simply choose not to talk about. 
At a time when black America is beleaguered on all 
sides, there is a strong temptation simply to ignore the 
phenomenon or treat it as something strictly mar-
ginal. And yet to do so would be a serious mistake. As 
the African–American philosopher Cornel West has 
insisted, attention to black anti–Semitism is crucial, 
KRZHYHU�GLVFRPŁWLQJ��LQ�QR�VPDOO�SDUW�EHFDXVH�WKH�
moral credibility of our struggle against racism hangs 
in the balance.124

A complete analysis of this phenomenon and interaction 
EHWZHHQ�WKH�1DWLRQ�RI�,VODP��RWKHU�%ODFN�0XVOLPV��DQG�RWKHU�
parts of the Muslim world is beyond the scope of this report, 
but these theories can have special resonance on historically 
African–American campuses.125 We do note, however, that 
since the 1970s there have been short–term and long–term 
discussion groups in communities across the nation where 
%ODFNV�DQG�-HZV�KDYH�VRXJKW�WR�UHGXFH�WHQVLRQV�126
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ANTISEMITISM IN ARAB & MUSLIM 
INFORMATION NETWORKS
For many centuries Jews in Muslim areas of the Middle East 
faced complicated relationships with the dominant popula-
tions ranging from persecution to acceptance. There was not 
WKH�W\SH�RI�UDFLDOL]HG�-XGHRSKRELD�WKDW�JUHZ�PDOLJQDQW�LQ�
Europe in the 19th century. Thus Jews did not experience the 
W\SH�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�VHHQ�LQ�PRGHUQ�WLPHV��0DUN�5��&RKHQ�
writes that in Islam prior to the twentieth century “Jews and 
Christians, though protected as dhimmis were considered 
LQŁGHOV�DQG�VXŀHUHG�KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�FRQWHPSWXRXV�WUHDW-
PHQW�IURP�WKH�GRPLQDQW�JURXS�ö�8QGHU�6KDULD�/DZ��KRZHY-
HU��GKLPPLV�õHQMR\HG�D�NLQG�RI�FLWL]HQVKLS��VHFRQG�FODVV�DQG�
XQHTXDO�WKRXJK�LW�ZDV�ö127 This reality, reports Cohen, was 
õLQ�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKHLU�UHOLJLRXV�LQIHULRULW\�DQG�ORZO\�UDQN�LQ�
WKH�KLHUDUFK\�RI�0XVOLP�VRFLHW\�ö�6WLOO��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�&RKHQ�

…in day–to–day life, the Jews of Islam regularly 
crossed boundaries in the hierarchy to participate—
however temporarily and, at times, tenuously—as 
virtual equals with Muslims of similar category. 
Though always at risk of incurring Muslim wrath and 
even persecution, Jews, nonetheless, enjoyed substan-
tial security during the formative and classical periods 
of Islam.128

According to Reuven Erlich, an author of Anti–Semitism 
in the Contemporary Middle East,129 this situation began to 
FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�PLGï����V�

Classic Christian–European anti–Semitism infiltrated 
the Ottoman Empire during the second half of the 
nineteenth century along with other modern Europe-
an ideas. It was encouraged by diplomats, merchants 
and members of the priesthood, and spread mainly 
among Christian Arabs. However, only at the begin-
ning of the twentieth century did Middle Eastern 
anti–Semitism gain momentum as a by–product of 
the nascent Zionist–Arab conflict. Ever since, it in-
cluded classic anti–Semitic elements—as found and 
shown in many Christian medieval sources—which 
had been adopted by early adherents of the Arab 
nationalist movement.130

In contemporary times, conspiracy theorists from Arab 
and Muslim countries sometimes weave the Protocols into 
WKHLU�FULWLFLVPV�RI�=LRQLVP�DQG�,VUDHO�131 In 2002, Egyptian 
television aired a 41–part series based on the Protocols, 
WLWOHG�õ+RUVHPDQ�ZLWKRXW�D�+RUVH�ö132 A year later, a Syrian 
television production about a vast Jewish conspiracy was 
DLUHG�E\�$Oï0DQDU��D�/HEDQRQïEDVHG�VDWHOOLWH�QHWZRUN�133 
In 2005, the Lebanese government forced the Jordan–based 
QHWZRUN�$Oï0DPQRXWR�WR�VWRS�DLULQJ�WKH�VDPH�VHULHV�134

When he was prime minister of Malaysia in 1997, Tun 
'U��0DKDWKLU�0RKDPDG�JDYH�D�VSHHFK�WR�õ�������IROORZHUVö�
LQ�ZKLFK�KH�õVLQJOHG�RXW�ŁQDQFLHU�*HRUJH�6RURV�DV�DLGLQJ�
D�VXVSHFWHG�-HZLVK�DJHQGD�WR�GHVWDELOL]H�WKH�FXUUHQF\�DQG�
EORFN�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�0RVOHPV�ö135 A complete analysis of this 
is beyond the scope of this report.136

ANTISEMITISM AND THE POLITICAL LEFT:  
AN UNRESOLVED PROBLEM
,Q�KLV������ERRN�The Socialism of Fools: Anti–Semitism on the 
Left��SURJUHVVLYH�UDEEL�0LFKDHO�/HUQHU�DFNQRZOHGJHV�õWKDW�
WKH�OHIW�DV�D�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�KDV�EHHQ�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�łDZHG�
E\�PRQXPHQWDO�LQVHQVLWLYLW\��DQG�DW�WLPHV�RYHUW�-HZ�KDWLQJ�ö�
Lerner then notes that this “does not necessarily invalidate 
WKH�OHIW�FULWLTXH�RI�FDSLWDOLVW�VRFLHW\�RU�PDNH�RQH�ZDQW�WR�
DEDQGRQ�WKH�OHIW�HJDOLWDULDQ�DQG�GHPRFUDWLF�LPSXOVHV�ö137 

/HUQHU�QRQHWKHOHVV�KROGV�WKH�/HIW�DFFRXQWDEOH�

The tragic irony of the past hundred years is that those 
who have been involved in liberal and progressive 
social change movements, instead of realizing that 
they must systematically unmask this “socialism of 
fools” and redirect anger at those with real power, have 
instead sometimes acquiesced to and even participated 
in the very belief structures that make anti–Semitism 
popular. And while anti–Semitism on the left today 
tends to be unconscious it has a long history of not 
always being unconscious or unwitting.138

It is common to deny that antisemitism is present on the 
political Left, even though it remains a problem discussed in 
some sectors of the Left. It is also common to claim that all 
RU�PRVW�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHOL�SROLFLHV�RU�RI�=LRQLVP�DUH�IRUPV�
of antisemitism.139�,Q�������0LWFKHOO�3OLWQLFN��WKHQ�SROLF\�
GLUHFWRU�IRU�-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��WROG�D�UHSRUWHU��õ,òYH�VHHQ�
enough anti–Semitism at…rallies that it’s really disturbing to 
PH�ö�7KHQ�3OLWQLFN�DGGHG��õ%XW�LWòV�KDUG�IRU�XV�WR�PDNH�D�OH-
gitimate case when [the charge of] anti–Semitism is so often 
XVHG�WR�GHłHFW�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO�ö140

3OLWQLFNòV�ODVW�SRLQW�JHWV�FRPSOLFDWHG�E\�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�DF-
WXDO�LQFLGHQWV��,Q�DQWLï=LRQLVW�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�$16:(5��OHIWï
wing anti–imperialist politics intersect with anti–Israel and 
DQWLï=LRQLVW�UKHWRULF�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�OHQGV�LWVHOI�WR�DQWLVHPLWLF�
interpretations. This is discussed in detail in the interview 
with David Hirsh.

In 2003 Philip Green, writing in the left–liberal Nation 
Magazine, tried to sort out some of the issues involved in 
complaints of Left antisemitism. Green pointed out that “the 
primary element in almost all left foreign–policy positions 
today is, and long has been, opposition to American im-
SHULDOLVP�ö141  Green agreed that this form of analysis “has 
VRPHWLPHV�OHG�HOHPHQWV�RI�WKH�OHIW�WR�URPDQWLFL]H�WKH�7KLUG�
World and to exculpate its grossest tyrants, including those 
LQ�$UDE�VWDWHV�ö�*UHHQ��KRZHYHU��SXWV�WKLV�PLVWDNH�LQ�D�ODUJHU�
FRQWH[W�

Such bending over backward to support any and all 
opponents or victims of the United States is a politi-
cal and moral error, but again, it has nothing to do 
with anti–Semitism or “Israel–bashing.” Whatever 
critique we ought to make of tyrants such as Sad-
dam Hussein or opportunists such as Yasir Arafat, it 
remains the case that Israel is both the chief bene-
factor of American imperialism and its most visible 
outpost our “most–favored nation.” Israel’s treatment 
of the Palestinians takes place under the umbrella of 
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IS THERE A NEW ANTISEMITISM?
7KH�WHUP�DQWLï6HPLWLVP�LV�UDWKHU�GLŃFXOW�WR�GH-
ŁQH��DQG�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�KDWUHG�RI�-HZV�
and opposition to the State of Israel or the Zionist 
PRYHPHQW�LV�QRW�DOZD\V�FOHDU��ð5HXYHQ�(UOLFK146

2QH�RI�WKH�FHQWUDO�WKHPHV�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]HG�PRYHPHQW�WR�
combat antisemitism on campus is the concept of the rise of 
WKH�õ1HZ�$QWLVHPLWLVP�ö�D�WHUP�SRSXODUL]HG�LQ�D������ERRN�
E\�$UQROG�)RUVWHU�DQG�%HQMDPLQ�5��(SVWHLQ��$OO�WRR�RIWHQ��
ZKHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�FRPHV�XS��WHPSHUV�łDUH�DQG�DUJXPHQWV�
HQVXH��&ODULW\�VXŀHUV��7KH�FXUUHQW�FODLP�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�1HZ�
$QWLVHPLWLVP�GUDZV�RQ�GLVFXVVLRQV�DQG�GHŁQLWLRQV�FLUFX-
lating in Europe. These have been incorporated into policy 
IRUPDWLRQ�DW�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�2ŃFH�RI�&LYLO�
Rights and in the U.S. Civil Rights Commission after the elec-
tion of President George W. Bush. The core assumption that 
developed in these agencies was a New Antisemitism exists, 
and that it is endemic on U.S. college campuses.

The term New Antisemitism has been employed to de-
VFULEH�IRUPV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�WKDW�łRXULVKHG�DIWHU�::,,�DQG�
RU�DIWHU�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO��7KHUH�DUH�QR�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�WKH�
establishment of the nation–state of Israel as a geographic 
and political entity created new opportunities for antisemi-
tism. While religious and racial nationalist forms continued, 
political antisemitism became more prominent. 

7KH�6L[ï'D\�:DU�PDUNHG�D�PDMRU�VKLIW�LQ�KRZ�,VUDHO�ZDV�
viewed among several constituencies in the United States. 
These included not only Arabs and Muslims living in the 
United States, but also portions of the political Left, human 
rights groups, Christian groups, and progressive Jews. For 
H[DPSOH��DV�HDUO\�DV�������WKHUH�ZDV�D�FRQFHUWHG�HŀRUW�WR�
raise the issue of Palestinian rights and calls for the condem-
nation of Israel’s then–recent actions at the National Council 
of Churches Conference on Church and Society. 147

Since that time, support for Palestinian rights has ex-
panded throughout various Protestant denominations. In 
some cases, these concerns have been fueled by antisemitic 
baggage. Clearly, since the founding of the nation–state of 
Israel, both religious and racial nationalist forms of anti-
semitism have had political dimensions that have employed 
religious or racial nationalist rhetoric, images, or tropes.

But was the New Antisemitism actually new? In 2004, 
1DWDQ�6KDUDQVN\��DV�,VUDHOòV�PLQLVWHU�IRU�'LDVSRUD�$ŀDLUV��
GHYHORSHG�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�IRU�DQDO\VLV��QRWHG�DERYH�LQ�RXU�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GHŁQLWLRQV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP��

…the so–called “new anti–Semitism” poses a unique 
challenge. Whereas classical anti–Semitism is aimed 
at the Jewish people or the Jewish religion, “new anti–
Semitism” is aimed at the Jewish state. Since this anti–
Semitism can hide behind the veneer of legitimate criti-
FLVP�RI�,VUDHO��LW�LV�PRUH�GLŃFXOW�WR�H[SRVH��0DNLQJ�WKH�
task even harder is that this hatred is advanced in the 
name of values most of us would consider unimpeach-
able, such as human rights.148 

%ULDQ�.OXJ��D�UHVSHFWHG�VFKRODU�RI�ELJRWU\��ZULWLQJ�DERXW�

American protection, with arms paid for or supplied by 
the United States, with the unquestioning support of 
both major political parties. And more than any other 
nation today unless one counts Tony Blair as a nation 
it has hitched itself to the bandwagon of American 
belligerency. 142

Even if one agrees with Green, it does not mean there is 
not a case for charging that antisemitic rhetoric is still being 
circulated on the Left. A number of progressive Jews contin-
XH�WR�UDLVH�WKLV�LVVXH��DQG�VHYHUDO�FRQIHUHQFHV�RQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�
have been held around the country. Progressive activist April 
Rosenblum challenged her Left allies to stand up against 
DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�WKH�/HIW�LQ�D������SDPSKOHW�

The past didn’t go anywhere. Antisemitism didn’t 
somehow naturally disappear after its worst outbreak. 
Our whole activist lives are based on the understand-
ing that oppression doesn’t go away by itself. You have 
to take action. Whole peoples’ movements have to, 
collectively, for a real shift to occur. When was there a 
PDVV�HŀRUW�E\�UDGLFDO�PRYHPHQWV�WR�HGXFDWH�RXUVHOYHV�
and the world and overturn antisemitism? 143

We agree there is still an unresolved problem of Left 
antisemitism and we defend this view in this report in part by 
FULWLFDOO\�H[DPLQLQJ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�-DPHV�3HWUDV��-HŀUH\�%ODQN-
fort, Alison Weir, and others.

UNWITTING ANTISEMITISM
Unwitting antisemitism is usually a combination of igno-
UDQFH�DQG�XQFRQVFLRXV�VRFLDOL]DWLRQ�144 Someone, especially 
a student who has little familiarity with Judaism, the Jewish 
FRPPXQLW\��RU�,VUDHO�DQG�SLFNV�XS�IDOVH�LGHDV�DQG�XQZLW-
WLQJO\�H[SUHVVHV�WKHP�LQ�SXEOLF�LV�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�D�FRQVFLRXV�
DQG�ZLWWLQJ�DQWLVHPLWH�ZKR�KDV�LQWHUQDOL]HG�WKH�IUDPHV�DQG�
narratives of an ideological Judeophobic worldview.

On campuses across the United States, geopolitical 
disputes around Jews and Israel draw from the deep well of 
antisemitic images and rhetorical tropes. When activists on 
either the Right or the Left use phrases such as “international 
EDQNHUV�ö�õ=LRQLVW�GXDOïOR\DOLVWV�ö�DQG�LPDJHV�RI�õ=LRQLVWVö�
RU�õ-HZVö�WKDW�LQFRUSRUDWH�DQ�RFWRSXV��VQDNH��FRFNURDFK��
spider, or rat, it poisons the well of intellectual discourse 
regardless of the intent.145

(GXFDWHG�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�VKRXOG�NQRZ�
enough about the history of antisemitism not to use these 
VWHUHRW\SHG�DQG�KDFNQH\HG�SKUDVHV�RU�LPDJHV�ZKHQ�FULWL-
FL]LQJ�,VUDHO�RU�-HZV��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�WKH�LVVXH��%XW�WKH\�GR�
not. Based on interviews at a broad range of campuses, few 
non–Jewish students had any idea of the history of antise-
mitic allegations, rhetoric, narratives, or imagery. Those 
WKDW�GLG�KDYH�VRPH�NQRZOHGJH�KDG�JHQHUDOO\�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�LQ�
LQWHUIDLWK�ZRUN�
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WKH�ULVH�RI�D�õQHZ�DQWLï6HPLWLVPö�LQ������KDV�QRWHG�WKH�
õVSDWH�RI�UHFHQW�DUWLFOHV�DQG�ERRNV�DVVHUW�WKH�ULVH�RI�D�ñQHZ�
DQWLï6HPLWLVP�òö149 .OXJ�OLVWHG�WKUHH�ERRNV�KH�IHOW�KDG�EHHQ�
SDUWLFXODUO\�LQłXHQWLDO��Never Again? by Abraham Foxman, 
national director of the Anti–Defamation League; The New 
Anti–Semitism, by feminist psychologist and professor Phyl-
lis Chesler; and The Case for Israel, by Harvard law professor 
$ODQ�'HUVKRZLW]�150

.OXJ�VXPPDUL]HV�

As the words “threat” and “crisis” in the subtitles of the 
books by Foxman and Chesler indicate, the “new anti–
Semitism” is generally seen, by those who proclaim 
its existence, as a clear and present danger. Foxman 
believes that a “frightening coalition of anti–Jewish 
sentiment is forming on a global scale.” Chesler goes 
even further: “Let me be clear: the war against the Jews 
is being waged on many fronts militarily, politically, 
economically, and through propaganda and on all con-
tinents.” She even perceives a wider threat to Western 
civilization itself: “Who or what can loosen the mad-
ness that has gripped the world and that threatens to 
annihilate the Jews and the West?”151

.OXJ�DFNQRZOHGJHG�ERPELQJV�RI�V\QDJRJXHV�DQG�DQ�
DUVRQ�DWWDFN�RQ�DQ�2UWKRGR[�-HZLVK�VFKRRO�LQ�3DULV�DQG�ZURWH�
that “researchers report a 60 percent worldwide increase in 
the number of assaults on Jews (or persons perceived to be 
-HZLVK��LQ�����ö�RYHU�WKH�SUHYLRXV�\HDU��+H�QRWHV�WKHUH�ZDV�D�
rise in conspiracy theories about Jews over the same period, 
and that anti–Jewish “slogans and graphics have appeared on 
PDUFKHV�RSSRVLQJ�WKH�LQYDVLRQ�RI�,UDT�ö152

.OXJ��KRZHYHU��SXVKHG�EDFN��ZULWLQJ�

The authors under review tend to lump all these facts 
together, along with a wealth of evidence for what 
they see as an explosion of bias against Israel: in the 
media, in the United Nations, on college campuses 
and elsewhere. They conclude that there is a single 
XQLŁHG�SKHQRPHQRQ��D�õQHZ�DQWLï6HPLWLVP�ö�+RZ-
ever, while the facts give cause for serious concern, the 
idea that they add up to a new kind of anti–Semitism is 
confused. Moreover, this confusion, combined with a 
McCarthyite tendency to see anti–Semites under every 
bed, arguably contributes to the climate of hostility 
toward Jews. The result is to make matters worse for 
the very people these authors mean to defend. 153

Around the same time, Earl Raab set up a useful frame 
for understanding the debate over the concept of a “New 
$QWLVHPLWLVPö�LQ�D������DUWLFOH�HQWLWOHG�õ$QWLVHPLWLVP��
DQWLï,VUDHOLVP��DQWLï$PHULFDQLVP�ö154 According to Raab, all 
of these can exist independently of each other or be blended. 
How do we sort this out? Raab argued that it had “become 
customary to ascribe all anti–Israelism, a term that has come 
WR�GHVFULEH�D�V\VWHPDWLF�SUHMXGLFH�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO��WR�DQWLVHPL-
WLVP�ö155

Raab observed that the idea that “new antisemitism is 
nothing but the old antisemitism in the guise of anti–Is-

UDHOLVPö�LV�D�õSHUFHSWLRQ�LV�ODUJHO\�VKDUHG�E\�$PHULFDQ�
-HZV�ö156 However, he argued that anti–Israelism could be a 
valid concern without asserting that it encompassed antise-
PLWLF�EHOLHIV�

Of course, it is tempting just to merge the two patholo-
gies. One prejudice is directed against the presupposed 
negative characteristics of an entire ethnic/religious 
group; the other is directed against the presupposed 
negative policies and proclivities of a nation–state, 
which, in this case, is largely peopled by that ethnic/
religious group. One can easily be suspicious.

%XW�D�V\VWHPDWLF�SUHMXGLFH�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO�LV�LGHQWLŁDEOH�
as a discrete phenomenon, dangerous in its own terms, 
whether it is or is not caused by antisemitism. It can be 
LGHQWLŁHG�LQ�LWV�RZQ�VSKHUH�DQG�ZLWK�LWV�RZQ�SDUWLFX-
lars, by the universal symptoms, the Four Horsemen 
of all prejudice: prejudgment, stereotype, double 
standard, scapegoat. 157

The heart of this debate is a disagreement within the lead-
ership of the Jewish community in the United States over the 
GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHUP�õDQWLVHPLWLVP�ö�DQG�D�GLVDJUHHPHQW�
RYHU�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�WKH�õ1HZ�$QWLVHPLWLVP�ö�7KHUH�LV�HYHQ�
GLVDJUHHPHQW�RYHU�WKH�SURSHU�ZD\�WR�VSHOO�õDQWLVHPLWLVP�ö

Rabbi Michael Lerner argues that “The ADL and other 
-HZLVK�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�JURXSV�KDYH�EHHQ�SDUW�RI�WKH�SUREOHP�ö�
because they “draw the line in such a way as to identify as 
ñDQWLï6HPLWLFò�RU�ñVHOIïKDWLQJ�-HZVò�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�FULWLFDO�RI�
,VUDHOL�SROLF\�ö158 Critics to Lerner’s right suggested that the 
progressive Jewish community was engaging in antisemi-
tism. In 2007, Lerner answered those critics in an article 
HQWLWOHG�õ7KHUH�,V�1R�1HZ�$QWLï6HPLWLVP�ö159

From the moment I started 7LNNXQ�0DJD]LQH twenty 
years ago as “the liberal alternative to Commentary 
and the voices of Jewish conservatism and spiritual 
deadness in the organized Jewish community,” our 
magazine has been attacked in much of the organized 
Jewish community as “self–hating Jews” (though our 
editorial advisory board contains some of the most 
creative Jewish theologians, rabbis, Israeli peace activ-
LVW�DQG�FRPPLWWHG�ŁJKWHUV�IRU�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��

The reason? We believe that Israeli policy toward 
Palestinians, manifested most dramatically in the 
Occupation of the West Bank for what will soon be 
forty years and in the refusal of Israel to take any moral 
responsibility for its part in the creation of the Arab 
refugee problem, is immoral, irrational, self–destruc-
tive, a violation of the highest values of the Jewish 
people, and a serious impediment to world peace. 160

At the start of the new millennium, many in the interna-
tional community were deeply concerned with what they saw 
DV�DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�DQG�VHYHULW\�RI�DQWLVHPLWLF�
incidents, particularly within Europe. By 2004, global initia-
WLYHV�WR�FRPEDW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ZHUH�ZHOO�XQGHUZD\�
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ú� 7KH�ŁUVW�HYHU�ZRUOGZLGH�VHPLQDU�RQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�
WRRN�SODFH�LQ�%UXVVHOV�RQ�)HEUXDU\����������XQGHU�
the auspices of European Union.162

ú� 7KH�8�6�� State Department was in the process 
RI�TXDQWLI\LQJ�DQG�FKDUDFWHUL]LQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�
throughout the world.163

ú� 3UHVLGHQW�*HRUJH�:��%XVK�VLJQHG�WKH�*OREDO�$QWLï
Semitism Review Act on October 16, 2004 saying, 
“Defending freedom also means disrupting the evil 
RI�DQWLï6HPLWLVP�ö164

Following the initial European Union antisemitism semi-
nar in February, Israel’s Minister for Jerusalem and Diaspora 
$ŀDLUV�1DWDQ�6KDUDQVN\�RSHQHG�XS�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GHEDWH�
on the contemporary nature of antisemitism. Antisemitism 
LQ�WKH�WZHQW\�ŁUVW�FHQWXU\��VRPH�FRQWHQGHG��ZDV�D�GLŀHUHQW�
SKHQRPHQRQ�WKDQ�WKH�PRUH�IDPLOLDU�DQG�HDVLO\�LGHQWLŁDEOH�
DQWLVHPLWLVP�WKDW�KDG�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�(XURSHòV�ZRUVW�PRPHQWV�
WKH�FHQWXU\�SULRU��6KDUDQVN\�RŀHUHG�D�ZD\�WR�GHŁQH�WKH�
WHUP�JLYHQ�QHZ�UHDOLWLHV��7KH�õ�'�DSSURDFK�ö165 Something 
ZRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DQWLVHPLWLF�LI�LW�ŁW�RQH�RI�WKUHH�'V��
GHPRQL]DWLRQ��GRXEOH�VWDQGDUGV��DQG�GHOHJLWLPL]DWLRQ��7KH�
distinct brand of antisemitism which particularly concerned 
6KDUDQVN\�ZDV�WKH�ULVH�RI�ZKDW�KH�WHUPHG�$UDE�DQG�,VODPLF�
antisemitism “that is genocidal in nature against both Jews 
DQG�WKH�6WDWH�RI�,VUDHO�ö166�6KDUDQVN\�OLQNHG�WKH�OD[LW\�RI�
countries’ response to growing “Arab/Islamic anti–Semitism 
DQG�WKH�VKDUS�LQFUHDVH�LQ�SK\VLFDO�DQG�YHUEDO�DWWDFNV�RQ�-HZV�
DQG�,VUDHOLV�JOREDOO\�ö

7KLQNLQJ�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DV�QRW�VLPSO\�DFWLRQV�E\�LQGL-
viduals, but as something that could be endorsed and acted 
XSRQ�E\�D�FRXQWU\��6KDUDQVN\�DUJXHG�IRU�D�OLQNDJH�SROLF\�
concerning state–sponsored antisemitism. Combating this 
W\SH�RI�EHKDYLRU��6KDUDQVN\�VDLG��VKRXOG�SOD\�D�SURPLQHQW�
role in the bilateral relations between the United States and 
the Arab and Muslim worlds. Diplomatic relations between 
the United States and other states should assert that anti-
VHPLWLVP�IDOOV�RXWVLGH�DFFHSWHG�VWDWH�EHKDYLRUV��6KDUDQVN\òV�
�'�GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�VSHFLŁHG�WKH�QHHG�IRU�FRQVH-
TXHQFHV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�FDOOHG�IRU�,VUDHOòV�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RU�IRU�
those who said it had no right to exist as a nation–state. If 
LPSOHPHQWHG��6KDUDQVN\òV�SURSRVHG�SROLF\�ZRXOG�KDYH�PDMRU�
FRQVHTXHQFHV�IRU�PDQ\�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�FRXQWULHV��ZKRVH�
FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO�UXQ�IURP�OHJLWLPDWH�SROLF\�FULWLTXHV�WR�
coded antisemitism, to outright bigotry and vitriol.

'HVSLWH�SURSRVHG�XVDJH�RI�WKH��'V�RI�GHPRQL]DWLRQ��
GRXEOH�VWDQGDUGV��DQG�GHOHJLWLPL]DWLRQ�DV�õWHVWVö�IRU�DQWL-
semitism, determining whether a statement or behavior 
ZDV�LQGHHG�DQWLVHPLWLF�ZDV�VWLOO�IX]]\�WR�PDQ\�REVHUYHUV��
$'/�GLUHFWRU�$EUDKDP�)R[PDQ�WRRN�XS�WKH�LVVXH�LQ�WKH�
PRQWKV�IROORZLQJ�6KDUDQVN\òV�DUWLFXODWLRQ�RI�WKH��'�PRGHO��
7KDW�$SULO��)R[PDQòV�RSïHG��õ%OXUULQJ�WKH�OLQHö�DSSHDUHG�
in Haaretz, Israel’s oldest daily newspaper, which publishes 
D�ZHHNO\�(QJOLVKïODQJXDJH�HGLWLRQ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�167 
)R[PDQ��IROORZLQJ�6KDUDQVN\��FLWHG�GHPRQL]DWLRQ��GRXEOH�
VWDQGDUGV��DQG�GHOHJLWLPL]DWLRQ�DV�SDUW�RI�D�OLWPXV�WHVW�IRU�
determining whether criticism amounted to antisemitism. 
He wrote that the line between “legitimate criticism of a 
VRYHUHLJQ�QDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�DQG�GHOHJLWLPL]D-

WLRQ�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH��LWV�QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�LWV�VWDWHö�FDQ�EH�
HDVLO\�FURVVHG��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��KH�IHOW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�õRND\�WR�
TXHVWLRQ�,VUDHOö�LI�WKRVH�TXHVWLRQV�ZHUH�IDLU�DQG�QRW�VXEMHFW�WR�
double standards.

+RZHYHU��)R[PDQ�ZHQW�RQ�WR�VD\�

7KH�3DOHVWLQLDQï,VUDHOL�FRQłLFW�KDV�EHHQ�KLMDFNHG��UH-
sulting in an explosion of global anti–Semitism. It has 
SURYLGHG�D�FDPRXłDJH�RI�VHPLïUHVSHFWDELOLW\��7KH�DW-
tacks are not about a nation state, they are about Jews. 
A hideous and grotesque double standard clearly exists 
in my mind. Anti–Zionism has long been a code word 
IRU�DQWLï6HPLWLVP��:H�KDYH�KDG�WR�GHŁQH�IRU�RXUVHOYHV�
when anti–Israel and anti–Zionism is anti–Semitism.

First, let me say anti–Zionism is anti–Semitism. There 
should be no debate about that. After all, what is anti–
Zionism but the denial of Jewish nationalism?

)R[PDQ�WKHQ�FODLPHG�WKDW�õWKH�FXPXODWLYH�HŀHFW�RI�DU-
ticles by so–called anti–Israel critics leads to a blurring of the 
line of what is legitimate criticism of policies of the State of 
,VUDHO��DQG�ZKDW�LV�WKH�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�RI�-HZV��7KH�UHVXOW�LV�WKH�
UDLVLQJ�RI�VRFLHW\òV�WROHUDQFH�OHYHO�IRU�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ö168

This statement, combined with his statement that “anti–
=LRQLVP�LV�DQWLï6HPLWLVP�ö�OHIW�OLWWOH�URRP�IRU�DQ\�FULWLFDO�
political stance or belief about the State of Israel not to be 
labeled antisemitism.

'D\V�EHIRUH�)R[PDQ�GLVFXVVHG�KLV�GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�DQWLVHPL-
tism in Haaretz��KH�DQG�WKH�$'/�ERDUG�KDG�WDNHQ�LVVXH�ZLWK�
the report by European Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
;HQRSKRELD��(80&���QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�)XQGDPHQWDO�5LJKWV�
Agency (FRA) on Antisemitism in the European Union. The 
EUMC had published two reports that spring.169�7KHLU�ŁQG-
LQJV�GRFXPHQWHG�WKDW�YLROHQW�DQWLVHPLWLF�DWWDFNV�ZHUH�PRWL-
vated by tensions in the Middle East, but Foxman later wrote, 
the EUMC “downplayed this new element in anti–Semitism in 
(XURSH�ö170�+H�WRRN�LVVXH�ZLWK�WKH�UHSRUWVò�DVVHUWLRQ�WKDW�õ���
the largest group of the perpetrators of antisemitic activities 
DSSHDUV�WR�EH�\RXQJ��GLVDŀHFWHG�ZKLWH�(XURSHDQV�ö171

Foxman and the ADL felt that what was “missing from 
these stories were the revelations of the actual report – of the 
ñQHZò�QDWXUH�RI�DQWLï6HPLWLVP�ö172 He argued that violent 
incidents were being primarily perpetrated by Muslim immi-
grant youth, and expressed concern over the report’s failure 
WR�LGHQWLI\�DQWLï=LRQLVP�DV�DQWLVHPLWLVP�173

7KH�$'/�ZDV�QRW�WKH�RQO\�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]D-
tion concerned with developments in Europe. On March 
26, 2004—at approximately the same time that the EUMC 
released its report—the American Jewish Committee (AJC) 
released its own report, which found that “the pronounced 
increase in animosity towards Jews and Israel across Western 
(XURSH�FRQFOXGHV�WKDW�PDQ\�RI�WKRVH�ZKR�GHQRXQFH�=LRQ-
ism, the Jewish national movement that led to the creation 
of Israel, are in fact using that as subterfuge for propagating 
DQWLï6HPLWLVP�ö174

$V�SDUW�RI�WKH�(80&òV�HŀRUWV�WR�EXLOG�EULGJHV�DQG�LQFUHDVH�
WUDQVDWODQWLF�GLDORJXH��(80&�GLUHFWRU�%HDWH�:LQNOHU�VSRNH�DW�
the AJC’s 11th International Leadership Conference on May 
9, 2004. The conference’s focus was “Confronting Antisemi-
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WLVPð0RELOL]LQJ�*RYHUQPHQWV�ö�7KH�H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�
RI�WKH�$-&�KDG�VSRNHQ�DW�WKH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�6HFXULW\�DQG�
&RRSHUDWLRQ�LQ�(XURSHòV�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�$QWLVHPLWLVP�MXVW�D�
IHZ�ZHHNV�HDUOLHU�175�,Q�KHU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��:LQNOHU�VDLG�

The situation in the Middle East clearly has an impact 
on antisemitic patterns of behaviour in Europe—after 
the Israeli incursion into Jenin, for example, there was 
a marked rise in antisemitic incidents in Europe. Our 
report makes a clear statement: criticism towards Is-
rael can become antisemitic, but it is not so per se. The 
context must always be considered. But, for example, 
the demonization of Israel and the denial of its right to 
exist are clearly antisemitic in our view.176

:LQNOHU�FRQFOXGHG�KHU�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�UHPDUNLQJ��õ7KH�
current situation regarding antisemitism in some European 
FRXQWULHV�FDQQRW�EH�OLQNHG�RQO\�WR�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW�ö177

$V�WKH�(80&�ZDV�GLVVHPLQDWLQJ�LWV�ŁQGLQJV�WR�$PHULFDQ�
audiences, the United States government was conducting its 
own inventory of antisemitic incidents from July 1, 2003 to 
December 15, 2004.178 The U.S. Department of State issued 
LWV�õ5HSRUW�RQ�*OREDO�$QWLï6HPLWLVPö�RQ�-DQXDU\����������
underscoring its commitment to eradicating antisemitism, 
as well as providing a country–by–country overview of antise-
mitic incidents and trends.179

,Q�WKH�UHSRUW��WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�LGHQWLŁHG�IRXU�PDLQ�
VRXUFHV�RI�JOREDO�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�

ú� 7UDGLWLRQDO�DQWLï-HZLVK�SUHMXGLFH�WKDW�KDV�SHU-
vaded Europe and some countries in other parts of the 
world for centuries. This includes ultra–nationalists 
and others who assert that the Jewish community con-
trols governments, the media, international business, 
DQG�WKH�ŁQDQFLDO�ZRUOG�

ú� 6WURQJ�DQWLï,VUDHO�VHQWLPHQW�WKDW�FURVVHV�WKH�OLQH�
between objective criticism of Israeli policies and anti–
Semitism.

ú� $QWLï-HZLVK�VHQWLPHQW�H[SUHVVHG�E\�VRPH�LQ�
Europe’s growing Muslim population, based on long-
standing antipathy toward both Israel and Jews, as 
well as Muslim opposition to developments in Israel 
and the occupied territories, and more recently in Iraq.

ú� &ULWLFLVP�RI�ERWK�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�JOREDOL]D-
tion that spills over to Israel, and to Jews in general 
ZKR�DUH�LGHQWLŁHG�ZLWK�ERWK�180

The report found that three out of four triggers of anti-
VHPLWLVP�ZHUH�WLHG�WR�FULWLFLVP�DQG�FRQłLFW�RYHU�WKH�6WDWH�RI�
Israel.

8QOLNH�WKH�(80&òV�UHSRUWV��WKH�8�6��6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQWòV�
study focused on Middle East tensions and Israel. When re-
SRUWLQJ�RQ�(XURSH��WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�
IDUïULJKW�JURXSV��QHRQD]LV�DQG�UDFLDO�QDWLRQDOLVWV��LQ�:HVWHUQ�
(XURSH�VWLOO�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�SURSRUWLRQ�RI�DWWDFNV�

DJDLQVW�-HZV�DQG�-HZLVK�SURSHUWLHV��7KH�UHSRUW�GLŀHUHG�ZLWK�
the EUMC by saying that

GLVDGYDQWDJHG�DQG�GLVDŀHFWHG�0XVOLP�\RXWKV�LQFUHDV-
ingly were responsible for most of the other incidents. 
This trend appears likely to persist as the number of 
Muslims in Europe continues to grow while their level 
of education and economic prospects remain limited. In 
Eastern Europe, with a much smaller Muslim popula-
tion, skinheads and others members of the radical 
political fringe were responsible for most anti–Semitic 
incidents.���

Soon after the U.S report was issued, the EUMC estab-
OLVKHG�D�ZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQ�LQ�0DUFK������

7KH�(80&�:RUNLQJ�'HŁQLWLRQ

Antisemitism is a certain perception of Jews, which 
may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. Rhetorical 
and physical manifestations of antisemitism are di-
rected toward Jewish or non–Jewish individuals and/or 
their property, toward Jewish community institutions 
and religious facilities.

In addition, such manifestations could also target 
the state of Israel, conceived as a Jewish collectivity. 
Antisemitism frequently charges Jews with conspiring 
to harm humanity, and it is often used to blame Jews 
for “why things go wrong.” It is expressed in speech, 
writing, visual forms and action, and employs sinister 
stereotypes and negative character traits.

Contemporary examples of antisemitism in public life, 
the media, schools, the workplace, and in the religious 
sphere could, taking into account the overall context, 
include, but are not limited to:

ú� &DOOLQJ�IRU��DLGLQJ��RU�MXVWLI\LQJ�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RU�
harming of Jews in the name of a radical ideology or an 
extremist view of religion.

ú� 0DNLQJ�PHQGDFLRXV��GHKXPDQL]LQJ��GHPRQL]LQJ��
or stereotypical allegations about Jews as such or 
the power of Jews as collective — such as, especially 
but not exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish 
conspiracy or of Jews controlling the media, economy, 
government or other societal institutions.

ú� $FFXVLQJ�-HZV�DV�D�SHRSOH�RI�EHLQJ�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�
real or imagined wrongdoing committed by a single 
Jewish person or group, or even for acts committed by 
non–Jews.

ú� 'HQ\LQJ�WKH�IDFW��VFRSH��PHFKDQLVPV��H�J���JDV�
chambers) or intentionality of the genocide of the Jew-
ish people at the hands of National Socialist Germany 
and its supporters and accomplices during World War 
II (the Holocaust).
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ú� $FFXVLQJ�WKH�-HZV�DV�D�SHRSOH��RU�,VUDHO�DV�D�VWDWH��
of inventing or exaggerating the Holocaust.

ú� $FFXVLQJ�-HZLVK�FLWL]HQV�RI�EHLQJ�PRUH�OR\DO�WR�
Israel, or to the alleged priorities of Jews worldwide, 
than to the interests of their own nations.

Examples of the ways in which antisemitism manifests 
itself with regard to the State of Israel taking into ac-
count the overall context could include:

ú� 'HQ\LQJ�WKH�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�WKHLU�ULJKW�WR�VHOIïGH-
termination, e.g., by claiming that the existence of a 
State of Israel is a racist endeavor.

ú� $SSO\LQJ�GRXEOH�VWDQGDUGV�E\�UHTXLULQJ�RI�LW�D�
behavior not expected or demanded of any other demo-
cratic nation.

ú� 8VLQJ�WKH�V\PEROV�DQG�LPDJHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�FODV-
sic antisemitism (e.g., claims of Jews killing Jesus or 
blood libel) to characterize Israel or Israelis.

ú� 'UDZLQJ�FRPSDULVRQV�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�,VUDHOL�
policy to that of the Nazis.

ú� +ROGLQJ�-HZV�FROOHFWLYHO\�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�DFWLRQV�RI�
the State of Israel.

However, criticism of Israel similar to that leveled 
against any other country cannot be regarded as anti-
semitic.

$QWLVHPLWLF�DFWV�DUH�FULPLQDO�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�VR�GHŁQHG�
by law (for example, denial of the Holocaust or distri-
bution of antisemitic materials in some countries).

Criminal acts are antisemitic when the targets of at-
tacks, whether they are people or property—such as 
buildings, schools, places of worship and cemeteries—
are selected because they are, or are perceived to be, 
Jewish or linked to Jews.

Antisemitic discrimination is the denial to Jews of op-
portunities or services available to others and is illegal 
in many countries.

The EUMC’s inclusion of criticism of Israel proved to be 
FRQWHQWLRXV��,Q�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��VWDUWLQJ�LQ�WKH�DXWXPQ�
RI�������JRYHUQPHQW�RŃFLDOV�EHJDQ�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�WKDW�
EHFDPH�NQRZQ�DV�õ7KH�$OOï3DUW\�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�,QTXLU\�LQWR�
$QWLVHPLWLVP�ö182 Simultaneously, there was also a govern-
PHQW�HŀRUW�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�ORRN�LQWR�DQWLVHPLWLVPð
though it was restricted to college and university campuses. 
>)RU�PRUH�LQIR�RQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WLPHOLQH��VHH�õ7LPHOLQH��
The U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights.ö] 

,Q�WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP��WKH�,QTXLU\�RSHUDWHG�XQGHU�WKH�
(80&òV�ZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LQ�DQ�HŀRUW�

to consider the evidence on the nature of contemporary 
DQWLVHPLWLVP��HYDOXDWH�FXUUHQW�HŀRUWV�WR�FRQIURQW�LW��DQG�WR�
consider further measures that might be introduced. The 
,QTXLU\òV�ŁQGLQJV��SXEOLVKHG�LQ�6HSWHPEHU�������DOHUWHG�WKH�
SXEOLF�WR�õD�IRUP�RI�DQWLï-HZLVK�SUHMXGLFH�ZKLFK�WDNHV�WKH�
form of conversations, discussions, or pronouncements, 
made in public or private, which cross the line of acceptabil-
LW\�ö�7KH�UHSRUW�WHUPHG�WKLV�W\SH�RI�SUHMXGLFH�õDQWLVHPLWLF�
GLVFRXUVHö�WR�õGHVFULEH�WKH�ZLGHVSUHDG�FKDQJH�LQ�PRRG�DQG�
tone when Jews are discussed, whether in print or broadcast, 
DW�XQLYHUVLWLHV��RU�LQ�SXEOLF�RU�VRFLDO�VHWWLQJV�ö183�7KH�,QTXLU\�
UHSRUWHG�

We are concerned that anti–Jewish themes and 
remarks are gaining acceptability in some quarters 
in public and private discourse in Britain and there is 
a danger that this trend will become more and more 
PDLQVWUHDP��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�DPRXQW�RI�
evidence we received, it is this phenomenon that has 
contributed to an atmosphere where Jews have become 
more anxious and more vulnerable to abuse and attack 
than at any other time for a generation or longer.184

([DPSOHV�RI�õDQWLVHPLWLF�GLVFRXUVHö�ZHUH�GHVFULEHG�LQ�
an extensive discussion.185�7KH�,QTXLU\�GLG�LQGHHG�PDNH�DQ�
HŀRUW�WR�QRW�WDNH�VLGHV�LQ�D�PDMRU�GHEDWH��WKRXJK�HPSKDVL]-
ing that the parliamentary initiative was concerned with the 
HŀHFWV�RI�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�KRVWLOLW\�

The report further focused on antisemitism on British 
university campuses. This assessment gives a perspective 
that shines a productive light on circumstances at their 
American counterparts. Jewish university students in the 
8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�ZHUH�IRXQG�WR�EH�ZHOO�LQWHJUDWHG�DQG�D�SDUW�
of campus life. However, the study found that the contem-
porary situation in the Middle East was causing tensions 
between members of student bodies on some campuses. 
In some instances, Jewish students were being intimidated 
or harassed. “Jewish students have become increasingly 
DODUPHG�E\�YLUXOHQW�DQG�XQEDODQFHG�DWWDFNV�RQ�WKH�VWDWH�RI�
Israel and the failure of student bodies and organisations 
to clearly and forcefully condemn antisemitism when it oc-
FXUV�ö186 

7KH�,QTXLU\�DOVR�IRXQG�WKDW�WKRXJK�FDPSXVHV�ZHUH�XQLWHG�
in condemning the Far Right when it was antisemitic, “when 
left wing or pro–Palestinian discourse around the Middle 
East is manipulated and used as a vehicle for anti–Jewish lan-
guage and themes, the antisemitism is harder to recognise 
DQG�GHŁQH�DQG�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�FDQ�ŁQG�WKHPVHOYHV�LVRODWHG�
DQG�XQVXSSRUWHG��RU�LQ�FRQłLFW�ZLWK�ODUJH�JURXSV�RI�WKHLU�
IHOORZ�VWXGHQWV�ö187 Typical tensions on campus could be at-
WULEXWHG�WR�õ1R�3ODWIRUPö�SROLFLHV��YLVLWLQJ�VSHDNHUV��VWXGHQW�
union motions, and academic boycotts.188

,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WKH�õ$OOï3DUW\�3DUOLDPHQ-
WDU\�,QTXLU\ö�OLVW�RI�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�DERXW�KRZ�WR�FRPEDW�
antisemitism on university campuses was delivered not to 
the government, but to the higher education sector. For its 
part, the government pledged itself to “helping institutions 
WDFNOH�UDFLDO�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�LQWROHUDQFH��LQFOXGLQJ�DQWLVHPL-
WLVP��LQ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�ö189 �(PSKDVL]LQJ�WKDW�WKH�KLJKHU�
HGXFDWLRQ�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DUH�õñSXEOLF�DXWKRULWLHVò�LQVWLWXWLRQVö�
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DQG�DUH�õLQGLYLGXDOO\�DQVZHUDEOH�WR�WKH�ODZ�DQG�IRU�IXOŁOOLQJ�
WKHLU�OHJDO�GXWLHV�ZLWK�UHJDUG�WR�HTXDOLW\�DQG�GLYHUVLW\�ö� the 
government noted that many institutions chose to go further 
WKDQ�WKH�OHWWHU�RI�WKH�ODZ��WDFNOLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�UDFLVP�
holistically. The government cited an updated good practice 
UHSRUW��VD\LQJ�õ3URPRWLQJ�*RRG�&DPSXV�5HODWLRQV��'HDO-
LQJ�ZLWK�+DWH�&ULPH�DQG�,QWROHUDQFHö�DQG�õ3URPRWLQJ�*RRG�
&DPSXV�5HODWLRQV��$Q�,QVWLWXWLRQDO�,PSHUDWLYHö�VKRXOG�EH�
read in tandem.190�7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�UHVSRQVH�DOVR�WRRN�DQ�
RŃFLDO�VWDQG�DJDLQVW�DFDGHPLF�ER\FRWWV�RI�,VUDHO��VSHFLŁFDOO\�
calling out the UCU for its choice to boycott.191

7KH�8�.��JRYHUQPHQW�QRWHG�WKDW�WKH�(80&�GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�
DQWLVHPLWLVP�ZDV�õVWLOO�VHHQ�DV�D�ZRUNïLQïSURJUHVV�WKDW�UH-
TXLUHV�IXUWKHU�WHVWLQJ�DQG�FRPPHQW�IURP�VWDNHKROGHUV�DV�WR�
LWV�SUDFWLFDO�XVH�DQG�HŀHFWLYHQHVV�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�GDWD�FROOHF-
WLRQ�ö192 As the EUMC transformed into the FRA, follow–up 
ZRUN�RQ�WKH�GHŁQLWLRQ�ZDV�GHOD\HG��EXW�WKH�GHŁQLWLRQ�ZDV�
QRW�ŁQDO�DV�õLQLWLDO�IHHGEDFN�DQG�FRPPHQWV�GUHZ�DWWHQWLRQ�
WR�VHYHUDO�LVVXHV�WKDW�LPSDFWHG�RQ�WKH�HŀHFWLYHQHVV�RI�WKH�
GHŁQLWLRQ�DV�D�GDWD�FROOHFWLRQ�VXSSRUW�WRRO�ö�)5$�GURSSHG�WKH�
SURSRVHG�GHŁQLWLRQ193

INTERVIEW

A CONVERSATION WITH DAVID HIRSH 
ON WHEN ANTI-IMPERIALISM BECOMES 
ANTISEMITISM

David Hirsh is a Lecturer in Sociology at Goldsmiths 
College, University of London. He is the author of An-
WL�=LRQLVP� DQG� $QWLVHPLWLVP�&RVPRSROLWDQ� 5HłHFWLRQV 
������� DQG� õ/DZ� $JDLQVW� *HQRFLGHö� �������� +LUVK�
completed his MA in Philosophy and Social Theory 
DW�:DUZLFN�8QLYHUVLW\��ZKHUH�KH�ZURWH�KLV�3K�'��RQ�
Crimes against Humanity and International Law. He 
was interviewed in June 2009.

%HUOHW��,W�VHHPV�WKDW�SHRSOH�ZKR�WKLQN�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�DQWL�
racist and of some sort of progressive political bent have a 
KDUG�WLPH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP��(YHQ�LI�WKH\�UHFRJQL]H�
antisemitic statements, they have a hard time seeing it in the 
same context of a broader global anti-racist struggle. Why do 
\RX�WKLQN�WKDW�LV"

+LUVK��,�WKLQN�SHRSOH�DUH�YHU\�JRRG�DW�UHFRJQL]LQJ�VRPH�
NLQGV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP��,I�LW�ZHDUV�D�1D]L�XQLIRUP�WKH\�XQ-
derstand it, if it’s right-wing they understand it, if it’s some 
sort of very simple worldview of racism and anti-racism. If it 
comes from the Left and it comes from people who are anti-
UDFLVW��WKHQ�WKHUHòV�RIWHQ�PXFK�PRUH�GLŃFXOW\�LQ�UHFRJQL]-
ing and understanding what’s going on. There [are] many 
reasons for that.

2QH�LV�WKDW�ZH�WKLQN�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DV�EHLQJ�1D]LVP��1D-
]LVP�ZDV�DFWXDOO\�DQ�XQXVXDO�IRUP�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP��,W�ZDV�
very clear. It allowed no exceptions. It allowed no escape 
IRU�-HZV��0RVW�IRUPV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�KDYHQòW�EHHQ�OLNH�WKDW��
Christian antisemitism allowed people to convert to Chris-

WLDQLW\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�PDNH�WKHPVHOYHV�FOHDQ��$OVR��SROLWLFDO�
antisemitism allowed Jews to put themselves on the right 
side of history. One of the things we shouldn’t get too hung 
XS�RQ�LV�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�DQWLVHPLWHV�DUH�DOO�OLNH�$GROI�+LWOHU��
because they’re not.

%HUOHW��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��LWòV�EHHQ�FOHDU�WKDW�D�ORW�RI�IRONV�RQ�WKH�
left have been part of a global anti-Zionist struggle and they 
don’t seem to recognize the boundaries. There’s another ques-
WLRQ�ZKLFK�LV�HPEHGGHG�ZLWKLQ�WKDW��>LQ@�ZKLFK�WKHUH�VHHPV�
to be a misunderstanding of Zionism as a monolithic project 
that has remained unchanged since the late 1800s, and that 
FUHDWHV�DOO�VRUWV�RI�SUREOHPV��&DQ�\RX�H[SODLQ�ZKDW�\RXòYH�
ZULWWHQ�DERXW�WKDW��LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�EDVLF�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�
>=LRQLVP@�EHLQJ�D�PRQROLWKLF�SURMHFW"

+LUVK��,WòV�DFWXDOO\�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ��EHFDXVH�DOWKRXJK�WKHVH�
DQWL�=LRQLVWV�WKLQN�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�EHLQJ�YHU\�PDFKR��
Marxists [and] historical materialists, yet their narrative and 
KRZ�WKH\�H[SODLQ�=LRQLVP�LV�DOPRVW�VROHO\�LQ�WHUPV�RI�LGHDV��
6R�LWòOO�EH�H[SODLQHG�WKDW�7KHRGRUH�+HU]O�KDG�DQ�LGHD�LQ�WKH�
late 19th century, which will be explained [as] a racist idea 
that Jews and other people couldn’t live together. And every 
VXEVHTXHQW�PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�=LRQLVP��RU�DW�OHDVW�RI�ZKDW�ZH�
GRQòW�OLNH�DERXW�=LRQLVP��LV�H[SODLQHG�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�LGHD�
WKDW�+HU]O�KDG��1RZ�RI�FRXUVH��RQH�RI�WKH�łDZV�RI�WKDW�NLQG�
of reasoning is that material things happened in Europe and 
in the Middle East and in Russia in the 20th century which 
WUDQVIRUPHG�=LRQLVP�IURP�D�ZKROH�VHW�RI�UDWKHU�XWRSLDQ�
PRYHPHQWV�LQWR�D�UHDOO\�H[LVWLQJ�VWDWH��6R��,�WKLQN�VXUH��ZH�
VKRXOG�ORRN�DW�WKH�LGHDV�DQG�WKH�ŁJKW�RYHU�LGHDV�WKDW�KDYH�
EHHQ�JRLQJ�RQ�HYHU�VLQFH�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�=LRQLVP��EXW�ZH�
also need to understand the social and material realties of 
Jewish life. 

%HUOHW��&OHDUO\�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VLJQLŁFDQW�WKLQJV�WKDW�KDS-
SHQHG�ZDV�WKH�1D]L�JHQRFLGH�RI�-HZV�DQG�RWKHUV�LQ�::,,��
The formula that has emerged in anti-Zionist circles recently 
LV�WKDW�ZKDW�,VUDHO�LV�GRLQJ�WR�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
*D]D��LV�WDQWDPRXQW�WR�ZKDW�WKH�*HUPDQ�1D]LV�GLG�WR�WKH�
-HZV�GXULQJ�::,,��7KDW�VHHPV�WR�EH�KLVWRULFDOO\�LQDFFXUDWH��
but it also changes the understanding that Zionism changed 
dramatically after WWII because of the Holocaust.

+LUVK��:HOO��RQH�FDQ�GR�DOO�VRUWV�RI�VWUDQJH�WKLQJV�ZLWK�
DQDORJLHV��7KH�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�DERXW�1D]LVP��WKH�UHDVRQ�
WKDW�1D]LVP�LV�1D]LVP�LQ�WKH�SRSXODU�DQG�SROLWLFDO�LPDJLQD-
tion, is because it set out to exterminate the Jews. And exter-
PLQDWLRQ�LV�D�SURMHFW�WKDWòV�HYHQ�UDWKHU�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�PDVV�
PXUGHU��6R�1D]LVP�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�H[WHUPLQDWLRQ��1RZ�WKH�
LGHD�WKDW�ZKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW�
LV�DQ\WKLQJ�VLPLODU�WR�WKDW�LV�MXVW�ZURQJ��7KHUHòV�QR�H[WHUPL-
nation, there never was a plan of extermination, and there is 
no mass murder and there is no genocide. So why do people 
NHHS�UDLVLQJ�WKDW�DV�DQ�DQDORJ\"

It seems to me that one of the reasons people raise that as 
DQ�DQDORJ\�LV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�WKLQN�LW�KDV�D�SDUWLFXODU�HŀHFW�
on Jews when it is said that the Jews or Israelis have become 
similar to those who persecuted them. And of course it does 
KDYH�D�SDUWLFXODU�HŀHFW�RQ�-HZV��,W�KDV�DQ�HŀHFW�RI�XSVHWWLQJ�
-HZV��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKDWòV�UHDOO\�WKH�SRLQW�RI�LW��7KHUH�DUH�DOO�
sorts of serious historical analogies for the rise of Jewish and 
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Palestinian nationalism in the Middle East.

2QH�FDQ�ORRN�DW�(XURSH�LQ�WKH���WK�FHQWXU\��RQH�FDQ�ORRN�DW�
WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�WKH�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH��RQH�FDQ�ORRN�DW�WKH�
%DONDQV��RQH�FDQ�ORRN�DW�PDQ\��PDQ\�WKLQJV��,WòV�QRW�VLPLODU�
WR�1D]LVP��:K\�GR�SHRSOH�VD\�LWòV�VLPLODU�WR�1D]LVP"�7KH\�
VD\�LWòV�VLPLODU�WR�1D]LVP�LQ�RUGHU�WR�ZLQG�XS�WKH�-HZV��VR�DF-
WXDOO\�WKH�FKDUJH�WKDW�WKH�,VUDHOLV�DUH�WKH�QHZ�1D]LV�LV�D�NLQG�
of Jew-baiting. It’s literally that. It is a charge whose function 
is to upset and to annoy and to wind up.

,�DOVR�ŁQG�WKDW�LWòV�RQH�RI�WKRVH�WKLQJV�SHRSOH�WKLQN�RI��DQG�
WKH\�DFWXDOO\�WKLQN�WKH\òUH�YHU\�FOHYHU�ZKHQ�WKH\�WKLQN�RI�LW��
7KH\�VD\��õ7KH�-HZV�KDYH�EHFRPH�WKH�1D]LV�ö�7KHUHòV�D�NLQG�
RI�NHUQHO�EHKLQG�LW�>WKDW@�RQH�FDQ�XQGHUVWDQG��WKH�LGHD�WKDW�
LI�RQH�KDV�EHHQ�VXEMHFW�WR�SHUVHFXWLRQ�WKHQ�RQH�VKRXOG�EH�
DEOH�WR�UHFRJQL]H�LW�DQG�RQH�VKRXOG�EH�OHVV�ZLOOLQJ�WR�EHFRPH�
D�SDUW�RI�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW�LW�LQ�WKH�IXWXUH��%XW�LW�VHHPV�WR�
PH�D�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�łDZHG�NLQG�RI�ORJLF��SDUWO\�EHFDXVH�RQH�
RQO\�KDV�WR�DVN�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��:KDW�ZHUH�WKH�-HZV�VXSSRVHG�
WR�OHDUQ�DW�$XVFKZLW]"

7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LWVHOI�LV�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�łDZHG��$XVFKZLW]�
ZDVQòW�DQ\�NLQG�RI�SRVLWLYH�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH��DQG�WKH�
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�-HZV�ZKR�KDG�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�
do with the Holocaust learned nothing from it because they 
ZHUH�NLOOHG�E\�LW��,W�ZDVQòW�D�OHDUQLQJ�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�LW�ZDVQòW�
an experience which made people better, or more left-wing, 
or more anti-racist. There was no silver lining to the Holo-
caust. 

What did people learn? People learned next time, don’t rely 
RQ�:HVWHUQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�WR�SUHYHQW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�JHQR-
cide, next time have bigger friends, next time have a state 
with which you can defend yourself, and next time have 
PRUH�WDQNV��1RZ�WKDWòV�QRW�P\�OHVVRQ��,WòV�QRW�P\�SROLWLFV�

The idea that the Jews should have learned something from 
WKH�+RORFDXVW�LV�D�NLQG�RI�FDWHJRU\�HUURU�LQ�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�
WKH�-HZV�DV�RQH�SHRSOH��DV�D�XQLW\��%HFDXVH�LQ�WUXWK��GLŀHU-
HQW�-HZV�OHDUQHG�GLŀHUHQW�WKLQJV�IURP�WKH�+RORFDXVW��DQG�
GLŀHUHQW�-HZV�KDYH�GLŀHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�SROLWLFV�DQG�GLŀHUHQW�
NLQGV�RI�ZRUOGYLHZV�DQG�GLŀHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�DWWLWXGHV�WR�ZKDW�
JRHV�RQ��$QG�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKH�-HZV�FROOHFWLYHO\�VKRXOG�WKLQN�
one thing or learn one thing is problematic. It’s an idea 
ZKLFK�FRPHV�XS�DJDLQ�DQG�DJDLQ��DQG�,�WKLQN�LW�GRHVQòW�PDNH�
much sense.

,òP�DIUDLG�WR�DUWLFXODWH�WKH�WKRXJKW��ZKDW�VKRXOG�WKH�EODFNV�
KDYH�OHDUQHG�IURP�VODYHU\"�<RX�MXVW�KDYH�WR�DUWLFXODWH�WKH�
WKRXJKW�WR�UHDOL]H�ZKDW�D�YLOH�NLQG�RI�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�LW�LV��
yet people say this about the Jews routinely—and some seri-
RXV�SHRSOH��-DFTXHOLQH�5RVH��WKH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�OLWHUDU\�WKHRULVW�
DQG�SV\FKRDQDO\VW��KDV�DVNHG�WKHVH�TXHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�SUHVV�LQ�
TXLWH�D�NLQG�RI�DQJU\�ZD\��DQG�KDV�SXW�IRUZDUG�WKH�DQDORJ\�
EHWZHHQ�-HZV�DQG�1D]LV�

In my own institution, I went down the corridor six months 
DJR�DQG�ZDV�KDQGHG�D�OHDłHW�VD\LQJ�WKDW�ZKDW�ZDV�KDSSHQ-
LQJ�LQ�*D]D�ZDV�WKH�VDPH�DV�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�LQ�WKH�:DUVDZ�
*KHWWR��7KH�OHDłHW�DGYHUWLVH>G@�D�PHHWLQJ�IRU�VWXGHQWV�DW�
which a women who was presented as a Holocaust survivor 
ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�WKLV�DUJXPHQW��$QG�WKLV�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�
very well-attended.

%HFDXVH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�-HZLVK�ZRPDQ�PDNLQJ�WKH�DUJXPHQW��

and because she called herself a Holocaust survivor, people 
UHDOO\�WKRXJKW�WKDW�WKDW�FDPH�ZLWK�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�DXWKRULW\��
,I�RQH�UDLVHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�DSSURSULDWHQHVV�RI�WKDW�
NLQG�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�FDPSXV��WKH�DQVZHU�ZRXOG�EH�YHU\�
VWUDLJKWIRUZDUGO\��õ:HOO�>VKHòV@�D�+RORFDXVW�VXUYLYRU�PDNLQJ�
WKLV�DUJXPHQW�QRW�XV��+RZ�FDQ�\RX�UDLVH�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�LQ�WKDW�
FRQWH[W"ö

Berlet: In terms of the consistency issue. If critics of the idea 
RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHOðOHWòV�GHŁQH�WKDW�>DV�D�VWDWH�UHVXOWLQJ�
IURP@�=LRQLVP�>ZKLFK�LWVHOI�LV@�D�SURMHFW�WKDW�KDV�D�ORW�RI�GLŀHU-
HQW�KLVWRULFDO�PRPHQWV�DQG�D�ORW�RI�GLŀHUHQW�DVSHFWVðSHRSOH�
ZLOO�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�LGHD�RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO�LV�LWVHOI�D�IRUP�
RI�FRORQLDOLVP�DQG�VHWWOHULVP��$QG�ZKDW�,�ŁQG�GUDPDWLFDOO\�
REYLRXV�LV�WKDW�WKH�VDPH�SHRSOH�ZKR�UDLVH�WKDW�DUJXPHQW�GR�
QRW�UDLVH�LW�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�ZLWK�FRXQWULHV�OLNH�$XVWUDOLD��1HZ�
=HDODQG��RU�HYHQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��$QG�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�YHU\�
often in these discussions people exceptionalize Israel. They 
UXQ�DZD\�IURP�ORJLFDO�DQG�VHTXHQWLDO�DUJXPHQWV�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�
PXFK�PRUH�SRZHUIXO�LI�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�EH�D�FULWLF��DQG�\HW�WKH\�
JHW�DZD\�ZLWK�LW�

+LUVK��:HOO��,�WKLQN�WKH�ZD\�\RX�SKUDVH�LW�LV�YHU\�LQWHUHVW-
LQJ�û�7KHUHòV�DQ�ROG�-HZLVK�MRNH�ZKLFK�ZDV�DURXQG�,�EHOLHYH�
LQ�WKH�����V�WKDW�DVNV��õ:KDWòV�WKH�GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�D�=LRQLVW"ö�
$QG�WKH�DQVZHU�LV�D�=LRQLVW�LV�RQH�-HZ�ZKR�JLYHV�PRQH\�WR�D�
second Jew so a third Jew can live in Palestine. Point being, 
=LRQLVP�ZDV�D�XWRSLDQ�PRYHPHQW��,W�ZDV�D�PRYHPHQW�ZKLFK�
didn’t have much mass purchase in Europe in the 1920s. 
Why? Because nobody wanted to go live in a swamp on the 
coastal plain of Palestine.

6R�=LRQLVP�ZDV�DQ�LGHD��LW�ZDV�D�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQW�ZKLFK�
one could be for or one could be against. One could be 
a Bundist, one could be a socialist—actually all of these 
movements were movements of the Left, were radical 
movements, were anti-racist movements. And of course the 
[political] Right didn’t want to have anything to do with any 
of them.

=LRQLVP�ZDV�D�PLQRULW\�DQG�D�UDWKHU�XWRSLDQ�PRYHPHQW�
at that time—It was an idea with which one could agree or 
disagree and enter into discussions.

Things changed. After the experience of antisemitism in 
Europe, after the Holocaust when Europe attempted to wipe 
itself clean of Jews, after the pushing out of the Jews from 
the cosmopolitan cities of the Middle East, after the experi-
HQFH�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LQ�5XVVLD��DIWHU������DQG�WKH�VHWWLQJ�XS�
RI�WKH�VWDWH�RI�,VUDHO��DIWHU�WKH�ZDUV�RI�ò���DQG�ò���DQG�ò���DQG�
’73, Israel is no longer an idea, actually.

,�WKLQN�LWòV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�EHFDXVH�,VUDHO�LV�RIWHQ�WDONHG�
DERXW�DV�WKRXJK�LW�LV�DQ�LGHD�RU�=LRQLVP�LV�DQ�LGHD�RU�,VUDHO�
LV�VRPH�NLQG�RI�D�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQW��2QH�ZLOO�RIWHQ�KHDU�
SHRSOH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�õWKH�=LRQLVWVö��WKH�=LRQLVWV�GR�WKLV��
WKH�=LRQLVWV�VKRXOG�EH�GULYHQ�RXW��WKH�=LRQLVWV�WKLQN�WKDW�û�
,�GRQòW�XVH�WKH�WHUP�õWKH�=LRQLVWVö�LQ�WKDW�ZD\��EHFDXVH�,�
GRQòW�WKLQN�,VUDHO�LV�D�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQW��,VUDHO�LV�D�QDWLRQ�
VWDWH��UDWKHU�OLNH�RWKHU�QDWLRQ�VWDWHV��7R�WDON�DERXW�,VUDHO�DV�
WKRXJK�LW�ZHUH�D�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQW�LV�WR�DVN�ZKHWKHU�LWòV�D�
good political movement or a bad political movement. And 
one doesn’t do that with Croatia or with France or with the 
United States. Is the United States a good idea or a bad idea? 



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 25  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

Well, who cares—the United States exists. We oppose de-
VWUXFWLYH�NLQGV�RI�QDWLRQDOLVP��ZH�KDYH�D�SROLWLFDO�SURJUDP�
against racism, blah blah blah. But nation-states are not 
political movements and Israel isn’t a political movement.

%HUOHW��7KHUH�DUH�D�EXQFK�RI�VHWWOHU�QDWLRQV�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�û

+LUVK��:HOO��,�VXVSHFW�WKDW�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�
nations are settler-nations in some sense. Nations classi-
cally and pretty well always have been carved out by national 
movements, which aim to create an idea of nationhood 
ZKLFK�GHŁQHV�LWVHOI�DJDLQVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLGQòW�ŁW�LQWR�WKDW�
idea of nationhood.

It’s a classic and ordinary history for nation-states, and it’s 
not pleasant anywhere actually, and of course Israel has 
SDUWLFXODU�XQLTXH�IHDWXUHV�WR�LWV�KLVWRU\��,WòV�PRUH�UHFHQW�
than many states, but not than many others—because after 
the fall of the Soviet Union, for example, there was another 
huge wave of nationalism and the creation of nation-states 
and national self-determination. That came often with the 
GHŁQLQJ�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLGQòW�ŁW��6R�,VUDHO�LVQòW�DQ\PRUH�DOO�
WKDW�QHZ��DQG�LVQòW�LQ�DQ\�VHQVH�XQLTXH�

,�WKLQN�WKHUHòV�TXLWH�D�ORW�DW�VWDNH�LQ�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�,VUDHO�LV�
XQLTXH��$QWLVHPLWLVP��,�WKLQN��KDV�DOZD\V�WULHG�WR�XQGHU-
stand and to construct the Jews as being centrally important 
to everything that happens in the world. The Jews are not 
centrally important to everything that happens in the world. 
-HZV�DUH�D�UDWKHU�VPDOO�DQG�UDWKHU�LQVLJQLŁFDQW�JURXS�RI�
people, actually.

6R�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DOZD\V�FUHDWHG�RXW�RI�WKHP�D�NLQG�RI�KXJH�
threat, usually through conspiracy theory, or a huge threat 
because the Jews didn’t accept Jesus, or a huge threat 
because the Jews were heralds of modernity and therefore 
>EHKLQG@�WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�WUDGLWLRQDO�YDOXHV��6R�-HZV�>ZHUH�
always constructed] as centrally important to what hap-
SHQHG�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��DQG�WKH\òUH�QRW��$QG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�ZKHQ�
one sees the construction of Israel as though it were central-
ly important to everything that happens in the world, then 
one is in danger of seeing a similar pattern emerging.

One often sees people who claim that the Israel-Palestine 
FRQłLFW�LV�WKH�NH\�WR�ZRUOG�SHDFH��RU�HYHQ�WKH�NH\�WR�SHDFH�LQ�
the Middle East. There was an interesting version of that in 
the … Observer. The morning after the election in Iran, there 
ZDV�DQ�HGLWRULDO�ZKLFK�ZDV�YHU\�IUHVK��QRERG\�UHDOO\�NQHZ�
what had happened in the election [yet], and the editorial 
said, “The election may have been stolen by Ahmadine-
MDGð,W�PD\�KDYH�EHHQ�VWROHQ��WKHUHòV�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�VWUHHWV��
ZH�GRQòW�NQRZ�ZKDWòV�KDSSHQHG�\HW��WLPH�ZLOO�WHOO��:KDWHYHU�
happens, the most important event is Bibi Netanyahu’s 
VSHHFK�DW�%DU�,ODQ�8QLYHUVLW\�QH[W�ZHHN�DERXW�WKH�SHDFH�
SURFHVV�ö

1RZ��,�GRQòW�WKLQN�WKDWòV�WUXHð,�GRQòW�WKLQN�D�UDWKHU�WHGLRXV�
speech by a rather tedious Israeli politician is more impor-
tant than the stealing of an election in Iran and the fact that 
there’s a huge mass popular movement against that stealing 
of that election. Iran is hugely important in its own right, for 
Iranians. It’s an old state with a huge culture of its own, with 
a democratic tradition of its own, with a revolutionary tradi-
WLRQ�RI�LWV�RZQ��,WòV�D�VWDWH�ZKHUH�WKHUHòV�EHHQ�ŁJKWLQJ�RYHU�
GHPRFUDF\�IRU�GHFDGHV��ZKHUH�WKH�EXV�ZRUNHUV�IURP�7HKUDQ�

were brutally suppressed about a year ago when they went 
RQ�VWULNH��ZKHUHòV�WKHUH�D�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�WKH�/HIW�

So why would the Observer�QHZVSDSHU�MXVW�NLQG�RI�VD\��
õ:HOO��ZH�GRQòW�NQRZ�\HW�ZKDWòV�JRLQJ�WR�KDSSHQ�LQ�,UDQ��
EXW�WKH�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJ�LV�1HWDQ\DKX"ö�7KH�UHDVRQ�LW�
GRHV�WKDW��,�WKLQN��LV�EHFDXVH�WKDW�WKHUHòV�VXFK�D�WHPSWDWLRQ�
to understand Israelis and Palestinians as being symbolic of 
much, much bigger, much, much more important things. 
So the importance of Israelis and Palestinians is blown up 
out of all proportion.

What comes with that then is an idea that Palestinians 
become the symbolic oppressed of the whole world, and 
Israelis and the Jews who argue [on the side of Israel] 
become symbolic of the oppressors throughout the world. 
One can see very straightforwardly how that can lead easily 
to conspiracy theory and to a reconstruction of the Jews as 
being central to everything that goes wrong in the world. So 
D�ORW�RI�WKHVH�GHEDWHV�DERXW�XQLTXHQHVV�DUH�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�
because Israel and Palestine are treated as though they were 
XQLTXH�E\�PDQ\�SHRSOH��E\�PDQ\�DQWL�=LRQLVWV��

$QWL�=LRQLVWV�FODLP�WR�EH�XQLYHUVDOLVWV�DQG�FRVPRSROLWDQV�
and anti-nationalists, but in truth, the way they relate to 
Israel is not the way they relate to anywhere else on the 
planet. For example, the boycott [sanctions and divestiture 
PRYHPHQW@��,I�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�GHEDWH�ZKLFK�KDSSHQHG�RYHU�
the boycott in my trade union recently it was interesting be-
cause there was a lot of rhetoric [about] the Israeli incursion 
LQWR�*D]D�LQ�'HFHPEHU�-DQXDU\�>����@�WKDW�ZDV�YHU\��YHU\�
XQSOHDVDQW��7KH�,VUDHOLV�ZHQW�LQ�FKDVLQJ�DIWHU�+DPDV�ŁJKW-
HUV�DQG�WKH\�NLOOHG�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�LQ�DQG�DURXQG�
the targets—[and] of course the targets base themselves in 
civilian areas.

6R�WKH�ZDU�LQ�*D]D�ZDV�YHU\��YHU\�XQSOHDVDQW��DQG�LQ�P\�
view the Israelis shouldn’t have been doing it. However, 
D�PRQWK�ODWHU�LQ�6UL�/DQND��WKH�6UL�/DQNDQ�VWDWH�GLG�WR�WKH�
Tamil Tigers what the Israelis didn’t to Hamas—that is, they 
ZHQW�LQ��WKH\�VHSDUDWHG�WKH�ŁJKWHUV�IURP�WKH�FLYLOLDQV��WKH\�
SXW�WKH�FLYLOLDQV�LQ�FDPSV��WKH\�NLOOHG�PDQ\�WKRXVDQGV�RI�
SHRSOH��WKH\�VKHOOHG�WKH�FDPSV��WKH\�ŁQLVKHG�Rŀ�WKH�ŁJKW-
HUV��WKH\�WRRN�WKHLU�WHUULWRU\�DQG�WKHQ�WKH\�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�
civilians one by one and found the Tamil Tigers and dealt 
with them.

1RZ�,�WKLQN�WKDWòV�DSSDOOLQJ��DQG�,òP�YHU\�SOHDVHG�WKDW�WKH�
,VUDHOLV�GRQòW�EHKDYH�OLNH�WKDW�LQ�*D]D��6R�ZK\�LV�LW�WKDW�DW�P\�
union conference there’s an emergency motion about Sri 
/DQND��DQG�SHRSOH�WDON�UHDVRQDEOH�VHQVH�DERXW�6UL�/DQND��
people get up and say there’s a history of colonialism and a 
peace movement which fell apart, there’s important things 
ZH�KDYH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�DERXW�WKH�FRQłLFW��ZKDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�
GR�DV�D�WUDGH�XQLRQ�LV�WR�IRUJH�OLQNV�ZLWK�6LQKDOHVH�DQG�7DPLO�
>WKH�WZR�PDMRU�HWKQLF�JURXSV@�WUDGH�XQLRQLVWV��DQG�ZH�QHHG�
WR�ŁJKW�IRU�SROLWLFV�RI�SHDFH�DQG�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�7DP-
LOV�DQG�6LQKDOHVH�LQ�6UL�/DQND��>7KHVH�DUH�LGHDV�UHłHFWLQJ@�
perfectly normal [and] reasonable trade union values. 

The debate then moves straight on to Israel, and the debate 
hinges only around the idea of boycotting Israeli academ-
ics—the idea that Israeli academics need to be punished and 
Israelis need to be shown that their academics are not part of 
a global academic community. What about the University of 
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&RORPER�LQ�6UL�/DQND"�1RWKLQJ��6R�>ZH�KDYH@�D�PXFK�PRUH�
VHULRXV�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�6UL�/DQND��EXW�PXFK�PRUH�VHULRXV�DQJHU�
DJDLQVW�,VUDHOLV�WKDQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�6UL�/DQNDQ�VWDWH��$QG�DQ�
anger which spreads not only to the Israeli state but to Israeli 
FLYLO�VRFLHW\��EHFDXVH�RQH�RI�WKH�WURSHV�RI�DQWL�=LRQLVP�LV�WR�
portray Israel as though there’s no distinction between the 
people and the state. So who do we punish? We punish the 
people, the academics. Why? Because they are the state.

[That’s a] very threatening and menacing view, to say that 
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�SHRSOH�RU�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RU�RUGLQDU\�SHRSOH�LQ�D�
FLW\�DUH�WKH�VWDWH��:H�GRQòW�QRUPDOO\�GR�WKDW��$QWL�=LRQLVWV�
do that with Israel and they shouldn’t do it.

%HUOHW��,W�ZRXOG�VHHP��FRQFHSWXDOO\��WKDW�DWWDFNLQJ�WZR�ODUJH�
RŃFH�EXLOGLQJV�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�1HZ�<RUN�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�VDPH�
FDWHJRULFDO�HUURU��WKDW�E\�SXQLVKLQJ�SHRSOH�LQ�DQ�RŃFH�EXLOG-
LQJ��ZKLFK�LV�YLHZHG�DV�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�SRZHU��LV�HTXDOO\�ZURQJ��
2QFH�DQ\�JURXS�ORRNV�DW�D�QDWLRQ�VWDWH�DQG�VD\V�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�D�
ORFL�RI�SRZHU�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�LW�LV�OHJLWLPDWH�>WR�DUJXH�WKDW@�HYHU\�
FLYLOLDQ�LV�D�WDUJHW��7KDWòV�D�FROODSVH�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�KRZ�
FRPSOLFDWHG�QDWLRQV��JRYHUQPHQWV��>DQG@�VRFLHWLHV�DUH�

With the issue of Israel it’s collapsed even further so that not 
only is it the state of Israel and the government of Israel and 
WKH�,VUDHOL�SHRSOH��EXW�-HZV�ZRUOGZLGH��>ZKR@�DUH�DOO�FRPSOLFLW�
in this “conspiracy.”

+LUVK��'XULQJ�WKH�FRQłLFW�LQ�*D]D��RQH�RI�WKH�RŃFLDO�VSRNHV-
men of Hamas actually said publicly that since the Israelis 
DUH�NLOOLQJ�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FKLOGUHQ��WKHQ�WKH�+DPDV�PRYHPHQW�
LV�FDOOLQJ�IRU�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�-HZLVK�FKLOGUHQ�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��
2QH�ZRXOG�WKLQN�WKDW�WKDW�ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�ELJ��LPSRUWDQW�VWDWH-
ment from an antisemitic movement, which was promis-
LQJ�WR�NLOO�-HZLVK�FKLOGUHQ�DFURVV�WKH�ZRUOG��,W�ZDVQòW�WDNHQ�
seriously by anybody, by anti-racists—nobody expressed 
VXUSULVH�RU�VKRFN��,W�ZDV�MXVW�VDLG��õ:HOO��ZKDW�GR�WKH�,VUDHOLV�
H[SHFW"ö

2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�DERXW������LV�WKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�DEOH�WR�ORRN�
symbolically again. The Twin Towers are raised to symbol-
L]H�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�SHRSOHòV�LPDJLQDWLRQ�LQ�D�VLPLODU�ZD\�WKDW�
,VUDHOLV�DUH�UDLVHG�WR�V\PEROL]H�VRPHWKLQJ�LQ�SHRSOHòV�LPDJL-
QDWLRQ��%XW�UHDOO\��ZKR�ZDV�LQ�WKH�RŃFH�ER[HV�RI�WKH�7ZLQ�
Towers? They were cleaners and technicians and all sorts of 
SHRSOH��7KH\�ZHUHQòW�DOO�EDQNHUV��7KH\�ZHUHQòW�DOO�WKH�DUFKL-
tects of global capital. And of course similarly—even more 
clearly—when buses are blown up in Tel Aviv. Rich people 
in Tel Aviv don’t go around in buses [partly] because they get 
blown up. So there’s a symbolism to the blowing up of buses 
which has nothing to do with the reality of it.

7KHUHòV�D�NLQG�RI�OLNHPLQGHGQHVV�WR�LWðõ:DVQòW�LW�LQWHUHVW-
LQJ�WR�VHH�WKH�V\PEROLVP�RI�FDSLWDOLVP�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�FROODSVH"�
Isn’t it interesting to see the Palestinians gaining some 
UHYHQJH"ö�,WòV�D�NLQG�RI�VLPSOH��OLNHPLQGHG�V\PEROLF�WKLQN-
ing which has no relation to politics, to a serious political 
tradition of the left of anti-hegemonic politics which says … 
“We have to build a politics that doesn’t replicate what we’re 
ŁJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�ö

It’s often said, “Well what can one expect from Palestinians 
who endure occupation? One can only expect that they will 
EH�DQJU\�ZLWK�-HZV�ö�$QG�,�KDYH�VRPH�V\PSDWK\�ZLWK�WKDW��

actually, although in truth many, many Palestinians don’t 
DGRSW�WKDW�NLQG�RI�UDFLVW�SROLWLFV��,Q�3DOHVWLQH�WKHUH�DUH�û�
SROLWLFDO�GLVFXVVLRQV�DQG�PDQ\��PDQ\�SHRSOH�ŁQG�ZD\V�RI�
expressing their politics and their resistance [other] than 
NLOOLQJ�-HZV�

Then there’s another level [of] that discussion, which is 
one might say that if you were brought up in a Palestinian 
UHIXJHH�FDPS�SROLFHG�E\�-HZLVK�,VUDHOLV��\RX�PLJKW�GLVOLNH�
Jews. But what about us, in universities outside of Palestine? 
What’s our responsibility in those discussions? And it seems 
to me that we have a particular responsibility to stand up 
DJDLQVW�WKH�NLQG�RI�SROLWLFV�RI�KDWUHG�ZKLFK�LV�LQ�VRPH�VHQVH�
is understandable within Palestine.

Berlet: A point you’ve made is that in other forms of racism 
DQG�RSSUHVVLRQðLQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�RU�V\VWHPDWLF�>IRUPV@ðLW�
LV�YHU\�XQXVXDO�WR�DQDO\]H�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�LQ�WHUPV�RI�ZKDW�WKH�
YLFWLPV�DUH�GRLQJ�WR�PDNH�SHRSOH�KDWH�WKHP��$QG�\HW�WKDW�
seems to be part of the equation of discussing not just the 
state of Israel and the politics of the government of Israel, but 
WKH�ZKROH�0LGGOH�(DVW�FRQłLFW��>7KLV�LV�WKHQ@�H[WHQGHG�RXW�
WR�ZKDW�LV�XQFDUHIXOO\�GHVFULEHG�DV�WKH�-HZLVK�/REE\�RU�WKH�
=LRQLVW�/REE\�

+LUVK��,�WKLQN�WKDWòV�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW��7KH�DUJXPHQW�
goes that Israel behaves badly, and I don’t disagree with 
WKDW��,�WKLQN�,VUDHO�RIWHQ�EHKDYHV�EDGO\��LW�RIWHQ�EHKDYHV�
VWXSLGO\��>DQG@�LW�RIWHQ�EHKDYHV�LQ�D�ZD\�ZKLFK�LV�UHFNOHVV�RI�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�OLIH��,�WKLQN�LQ�RUGHU�WR�RUJDQL]H�WKH�NLQG�RI�RF-
FXSDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�,VUDHOLV�ŁQG�WKHPVHOYHV�RUJDQL]LQJ��D�VRUW�
RI�GDLO\�UHJLPH�RI�YLROHQFH�DQG�KXPLOLDWLRQ�DQG�UDFLVP�MXVW�
goes along with that territory. That’s why it’s very important 
the occupation should come to an end and there should be a 
settlement between the Israelis and Palestinians.

%XW�KDYLQJ�VDLG�WKDW��,�WKLQN�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�EHFDXVH�,VUDHO�
behaves badly in Palestine, then it’s reasonable for people to 
KDWH�-HZV��WDNHV�D�ZKROH�RWKHU�VWHS��>7KLV@�LV�D�ORJLF�ZKLFK�
SHRSOH�EX\�LQWR�LQ�GLŀHUHQW�NLQGV�RI�ZD\V��VRPHWLPHV�
explicitly and sometimes not. One doesn’t do that in other 
places. If one said, “Well, it’s reasonable to be misogynistic 
because women do nag a lot and they do get annoying, and 
LI�WKH\�VWRS�QDJJLQJ�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�VWRS�EHLQJ�PLVRJ\QLVWLF�ö�
WKHUHòV�QRERG\�ZKR�ZRXOGQòW�EH�DEOH�WR�VHH�WKURXJK�WKDW�NLQG�
of logic.

But the logic which says, “Well Jews behave badly in the 
0LGGOH�(DVW�DQG�DOO�RYHU�WKH�ZRUOG��WKH\�NLQG�RI�DFW�DV�D�VRUW�
of lobby in order to defend that bad behavior … and there-
IRUH�LWòV�QRW�DOO�WRR�VXUSULVLQJ�WKDW�SHRSOH�KDWH�WKHP�ö�WKHQ�
WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�DV�VRPH�NLQG�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�DUJX-
ment amongst anti-racist circles. Why? There’s no reason 
IRU�WKDW�,�WKLQN��,�WKLQN�WKDW�RQH�KDV�WR�WDNH�VHULRXVO\�WKH�
transformation of hostility against human rights abuses into 
UDFLVW�IRUPV��2QH�KDV�WR�WDNH�WKDW�VHULRXVO\�

I was in a debate with Seamus Milne who is a Guardian 
FROXPQLVW�û�,�WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�JR�WRJHWKHU�VRPH�GLVWDQFH�DQG�,�
WKLQN�ZH�FDQ�DJUHH�WKDW�ZKHQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV�DUH�LQYROYHG�
LQ�ŁJKWLQJ�-HZLVK�VROGLHUV�>û@�WKH�KRVWLOLW\�ZKLFK�WKH\�PD\�
feel [can be] manifested in a language of antisemitism or in a 
trope of antisemitism.

How do we deal with that, how do we understand that? Now 
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it seems to me that Seamus Milne’s argument was what we 
KDYH�WR�GR�LV�WUDQVODWH�LW�EDFN�LQWR�WKH�ODQJXDJH�LQ�ZKLFK�LW�
was meant. He invents a rather Stalinist and a rather mysti-
cal notion of the real spirit of Palestinian resistance. And 
the real spirit of Palestinian resistance [Milne says] has been 
democratic and liberational. If it happens at one time or 
another to be expressed or manifested in the language of an-
WLVHPLWLVP��WKHQ�ZKDW�ZH�QHHG�WR�GR�LV�WUDQVODWH�LW�EDFN�LQWR�
the real language of Palestine of resistance and liberation.

1RZ��,�GRQòW�WKLQN�LWòV�TXLWH�DV�VLPSOH�DV�WKDW�<RX�NQRZ�UDF-
ism starts with something real in the world. It starts with 
some real grievance or some real hatred or some real thing 
DQG�LW�EHFRPHV�HQWUHQFKHG�LQWR�D�UDFLDO�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ��
And it’s that transformation of real grievance into a racial 
ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ�WKDW�ZH�KDYH�WR�WDNH�DSDUW�DQG�ZH�KDYH�WR�
oppose. One of the reasons we have to oppose that is because 
then it becomes a thing in itself. So White people who are 
worried about poverty or poor housing—if they then trans-
ODWH�WKDW�LQWR�D�UDFLVW�QDUUDWLYH�DQG�VD\��õ:HOO�WKH�%ODFNV�DUH�
WDNLQJ�RXU�KRXVHV��WKH�%ODFNV�DUH�WDNLQJ�RXU�MREV�ö�WKHQ�RQH�
ORVHV�DQ\�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�ŁJKWLQJ�RYHU�JRRG�KRXVLQJ�DQG�JRRG�
MREV�

5DFLVP�DOZD\V�KDV�VRPH�NLQG�RI�OHJLWLPDWH�JULHYDQFH�VRPH-
ZKHUH�LQ�LWV�KLVWRU\��%XW�RQH�KDV�WR�WDNH�VHULRXVO\�WKH�IRUPV�
WKDW�LW�WDNHV��$QG�LI�KRVWLOLW\�WR�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�LQ�3DOHVWLQH�
is articulated through the language of Jew-hatred, then we 
KDYH�WR�WDNH�WKDW�VHULRXVO\�

7KHUH�ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�HOVH�,�ZDQWHG�WR�VD\��WR�JR�EDFN�WR�\RXU�
TXHVWLRQ��>,W@�LV�WKH�LGHD�RI�û�LQVWLWXWLRQDOL]HG�DQWLVHPLWLVP��
EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�WKDWòV�UDWKHU�LPSRUWDQW��,�GRQòW�WKLQN�SHRSOH�
who do antisemitic things or who say antisemitic things in 
%ULWDLQ�WRGD\�DUH�-HZ�KDWHUV��>,�GRQòW�WKLQN@�WKH\�KDWH�-HZV��,�
WKLQN�ZKDW�WKH\�GR�LV�VWXPEOH�LQWR�DQWLVHPLWLF�ZD\V�RI�WKLQN-
LQJ�RI�ZKLFK�WKH\òUH�QRW�UHDOO\�DZDUH��6R�,�WKLQN�WKH�TXHV-
tion shouldn’t be, “Does somebody intend to harm Jews or 
GRHV�VRPHRQH�LQWHQG�WR�IHHO�D�KDWUHG�RI�-HZV"ö�7KH�TXHVWLRQ�
should be, “What is the nature of the arguments people are 
PDNLQJ"ö�,I�WKH\�DUH�PDNLQJ�D�XQLTXH�DUJXPHQW�WKDW�,VUDHOL�
Jews should be excluded from campuses, or if they’re saying 
,VUDHO�LV�WKH�XQLTXHO\�EORRGWKLUVW\�VWDWH��RU�D�XQLTXHO\�FKLOG�
NLOOLQJ�VWDWHðWKHQ�RQH�VKRXOG�UHODWH�WKDW�EDFN�WR�ZKHUH�
WKRVH�NLQGV�RI�LGHDV�FRPH�IURP�

If one is saying that the Jews or the Israel lobby are respon-
VLEOH�IRU�WKH�,UDT�:DU��WKHQ�RQH�KDV�WR�UHODWH�WKDW�EDFN��7KH�
Jews have been held responsible for every war—there’s noth-
ing new about this. In the Hamas charter it says explicitly 
the Jews were responsible for the French Revolution and the 
Russian Revolution and [for] global imperialism, for the First 
World War and for the Second World War …

In Britain there was a peace movement against the Boer 
War, and many people in that movement argued that the 
British Empire was being manipulated by Jewish diamond 
LQWHUHVWV�LQ�VRXWKHUQ�$IULFD��1RZ�,�GRQòW�WKLQN�WKH�SHRSOH�
in the Stop The War coalition today have any clue that their 
WDON�DERXW�WKH�,VUDHO�OREE\�LV�VLPLODU�WR�>WKH�UKHWRULF�RI@�WKH�
people who were in the stop the war coalition at the time of 
the Boer War … who said that behind this imperialist action 
is Jewish diamond interests. There’s no conception of the 
KLVWRU\�LQ�ZKLFK�SHRSOH�ŁQG�WKHPVHOYHV��6R�P\�SRLQW�LV�WKDW�

RQH�VKRXOGQòW�DVN��õ'R�SHRSOH�KDWH�-HZV"ö�$QG�RQH�VKRXOGQòW�
DVN��õ'R�SHRSOH�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\òUH�GRLQJ"ö�2QH�VKRXOG�DVN��
“Why are these tropes and these images being replayed and 
UHIRXQG�>WRGD\@�ZKHQ�RQH�WDONV�DERXW�,VUDHO�DQG�3DOHVWLQH"ö

In a sense it shouldn’t surprise us—people have a hostility to 
,VUDHO��VRPH�RI�LW�OHJLWLPDWH�DQG�VRPH�RI�LW�MXVWLŁHG�DQG�VRPH�
of it not. But putting that aside for one moment—if you want 
to express hostility to Israel and if you want to express hos-
WLOLW\�WR�WKH�-HZV�ZKR�\RX�WKLQN�GHIHQG�,VUDHOòV�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
abuses, then available to you is a huge cultural reservoir of 
ways in which you can express hostility to Jews.

There’s conspiracy theory, there’s blood libel, there’s a whole 
VHW�RI�ZD\V�RI�WKLQNLQJ��1RZ�,�FDQ�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKDW�YHU\�
often in rhetoric which is anti-Israeli, these tropes and these 
images from previous antisemitisms are replicated. Now 
if you’re replicating these tropes and these ideas and these 
LPDJHV�\RX�PD\�ZHOO�QRW�NQRZ�WKDW�\RXòUH�GRLQJ�LWð\RXòUH�
not doing it because you hate Jews or because you’re a con-
vinced racist, you’re doing it because there is a reservoir of 
UHVRXUFHV�DYDLODEOH�WR�\RX�LI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�PDNH�SURSDJDQGD�
against Jews.

Let me give you one example. There was a poster which 
û�KDG�D�SLFWXUH�RI�D�-DŀD�RUDQJH��DQG�LW�KDG�EORRG�FRPLQJ�
RXW�RI�WKH�RUDQJH�DQG�LW�VDLG��õ'RQòW�EX\�D�-DŀD��VTXHH]H�
WKH�RFFXSDWLRQöðVRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW��1RZ��DQ\ERG\�ZKR�
NQRZV�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ZLOO�NQRZ�
immediately that a combination of blood and food and Jews 
is already problematic. And the message of that poster is 
very clear—the message of that poster says that Jews are 
trying to give you food which is contaminated by the blood 
RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�WKDW�WKH\òYH�NLOOHG��'RQòW�EX\�LW��GRQòW�HDW�LW��LW�
should disgust you, it should encourage you and remind you 
WR�ER\FRWW�-DŀD�RUDQJHV�

There is a long history of this idea that Jews mix the blood of 
WKH�SHRSOH�WKH\�NLOO�DQG�HDW�LWðPL[�LW�ZLWK�WKHLU�IRRG��1RZ��
,�GRQòW�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�SHUVRQ�ZKR�GHVLJQHG�WKLV�UDWKHU�VWULN-
LQJ�SRVWHU�NQRZV�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKDW��,�GRQòW�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�
SHUVRQ�ZKR�GHVLJQHG�WKDW�SRVWHU�LV�DQ�DQWLVHPLWH��,WòV�TXLWH�
conceivable that [the designer] has never heard of the blood 
OLEHO��<HW�WKH\�SURGXFH�D�FODVVLF�EORRG�OLEHO�LPDJH�

So this should be a lesson to us that we need to be careful. 
<HW��MXVW�DVNLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�EH�FDUHIXO�YHU\�RIWHQ�HOLFLWV�D�NLQG�
of hostile and angry response. The response is absolutely 
standard—the response to anyone who raises the issue of 
DQWLVHPLWLVP�LQ�UHODWLRQ�WR�KRVWLOLW\�WR�,VUDHO��WR�=LRQLVPð�
the response is that “you’re accusing me of antisemitism not 
because you believe there is antisemitism but in order to 
SOD\�WKH�DQWLVHPLWLVP�FDUG��LQ�RUGHU�WR�PDNH�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�
GHOHJLWLPL]H�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHOL�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DEXVHV�ö

Anyone who’s ever called on this or that antisemitic com-
ment … produces the same response. The response is to ac-
cuse the Jews who raise the issue of antisemitism of doing so 
in a despicable and dishonest way in order to close down free 
speech. [It is a] very serious allegation. It’s an allegation that 
LQ�P\�ZRUN�,òYH�FRPH�DFURVV�H[SOLFLWO\�DQG�LPSOLFLWO\��,WòV�DQ�
allegation that says that I’m not an academic … not a sociolo-
JLVW��,òP�MXVW�VRPH�NLQG�RI�VFULEEOHU�IRU�,VUDHO�

This same [experience] happened to Harold Jacobson, the 
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QRYHOLVW��+RZDUG�PDGH�D�YHU\�VHULRXV�FULWLTXH�RI�&DU\O�
Churchill’s play Seven Jewish Children. The play made an ar-
JXPHQW�WKDW�WKH�FRQłLFW�LQ�*D]D�ZDV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKH�QHXURWLF�
ways in which Jews bring up their children to be uncon-
FHUQHG�DERXW�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�WKH�õRWKHUöðDERXW�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�
Palestinian children.

+RZDUG�-DFREVRQ�PDGH�WKLV�>VHULRXV�FULWLTXH�RI�WKH�SOD\�DQG@�
he said the play was antisemitic. Caryl Churchill replies, 
õ:HOO�KH�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�ZRXOGQòW�KH��LWòV�WKH�XVXDO�WDFWLF�ö�
Meaning Howard Jacobson [is] not an intellectual, he’s not a 
QRYHOLVW��KHòV�QRW�LQWHUHVWHG�UHDOO\�LQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�DQWLVHPL-
tism. He’s really interested in doing is using antisemitism 
DV�D�NLQG�RI�GHVSLFDEOH�WDFWLF�WR�GHIHQG�,VUDHOL�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
DEXVHV�LQ�*D]D�

%HUOHW��7KLV�LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�,�VWUXJJOH�ZLWK���+RZ�GR�\RX�DS-
SURDFK�D�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO�RU�=LRQLVP�LQ�D�FRQVWUXFWLYH�ZD\�
ZKHQ�\RX�WKLQN�VRPH�IRUP�RI�GHPRQL]DWLRQ�RU�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�
LV�LQYROYHG"�2U�D�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRU\�WKDW�WLHV�EDFN�WR�WKHVH�
KLVWRULF�WURSHV�DERXW�-HZV�KDYLQJ�SRZHU�DQG�FRQWURO�DQG�
SORWWLQJ�VXEYHUVLYH�>DFWLYLWLHV@"�>(VSHFLDOO\�ZKHQ�ZH�OLYH�LQ@�D�
society that doesn’t teach people about the history of allega-
WLRQ�DJDLQVW�WKH�õRWKHU�ö�$�ORW�RI�WKHVH�FULWLFLVPV�WKDW�WDON�
DERXW�JOREDO�-HZLVK�SRZHU�WUDFN�EDFN�WR�WKH�3URWRFROV�RI�WKH�
(OGHUV�RI�=LRQ��>,Q�WKH@�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SULRU�WR�>WKH�3URWRFROV@�
WKH�VDPH�QDUUDWLYHV�ZHUH�XVHG�DJDLQVW�IDFHOHVV�SOXWRFUDWV�
GXULQJ�WKH�3RSXOLVW�PRYHPHQW�DQG�ODWHU�GHIRUPHG�LQWR�RSHQ�
DQWLVHPLWLVP��%XW�DOO�WKH�ZD\�EDFN�WR�WKH�ODWH�����V�ZKHQ�LQ�
ERWK�)UDQFH�DQG�6FRWODQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�ERRNV�ZULWWHQ�WKDW�PDGH�
the exact same allegations against the “Other.” In this case 
EHLQJ�WKH�)UHHPDVRQV�>DQG�WKH@�,OOXPLQDWL��:H�DV�D�VRFLHW\�
KDYH�UHSOLFDWHG�û�WKHVH�DQDORJXHV�WR�WKH�3URWRFROV��:H�NQRZ�
there are techniques people use to demonize an “other,” and 
\HW�ZH�GRQòW�VHHP�WR�EH�WHDFKLQJ�VFKRROFKLOGUHQ�WKDW�WKLV�LV�LQ�
IDFW�RQH�RI�WKH�WHFKQLTXHV�WKDW�WKH\�VKRXOG�EH�DZDUH�RI�DQG�
not copy.

+LUVK��,�WKLQN�LWòV�YHU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ�EHFDXVH�,�WKLQN�RQH�RI�WKH�
things about the society in which we live, about modernity, 
LV�WKDW�LW�ORRNV�D�ELW�OLNH�D�FRQVSLUDF\��:H�OLYH�LQ�D�ZRUOG�
where the power is in the hands of a small number of people, 
DQG�LW�ORRNV�DV�WKRXJK�WKH�PHGLD�GRHV�WKHLU�ELGGLQJ�DQG�GRHV�
ZKDWòV�LQ�WKHLU�LQWHUHVWV��,W�ORRNV�OLNH�WKH�ZKROH�RI�VRFLHW\�LV�
VHW�XS�IRU�WKH�EHQHŁW�RI�WKH�SRZHUIXO��6R�LWòV�QRW�LGLRWLF�WR�
believe in a conspiracy. But there’s a history to this, and the 
history is very interesting.

3HRSOH�OLNH�0D[�:HEHU�DQG�(PLO�'XUNKHLP�DQG�.DUO�0DU[�
LQYHQWHG�VWUXFWXUDO�DFFRXQWV�RI�KRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZRUNV�WR�
H[SODLQ�KRZ�D�PLQRULW\�RI�SHRSOH�WDNH�DOO�WKH�SRZHU�WR�
WKHPVHOYHV�ZKLFK�GLGQòW�UHO\�RQ�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRU\��,�WKLQN�
there’s an argument which says sociology itself was invented 
LQ�RUGHU�WR�XQGHUFXW�FRQVSLUDF\�>WKHRU\@��DQG�SRVVLEO\�TXLWH�
explicitly to undercut antisemitic conspiracy theory. Marx—
ZKHWKHU�\RX�OLNH�0DU[�RU�\RX�GRQòW�OLNH�0DU[ðKH�RŀHUV�D�
structural account of capitalism which doesn’t rely on a con-
VSLUDF\�RI�WKH�IHZ�LQWHUHVWV��,�WHDFK�0DU[�WR�RXU�ŁUVW�\HDUV��
DQG�LWòV�TXLWH�GLŃFXOW�WR�WHDFK�EHFDXVH�D�ORW�RI�WKHP�WKH\�
come away with the idea that that’s precisely what [Marx] 
does. They write in their essays, “Well there are a small 
QXPEHU�RI�ULFK�SHRSOH�ZKR�H[SORLW�HYHU\ERG\�HOVH�ö�DQG�WKH\�
come out with conspiracy theory. But of course Capital is 

much more interesting than that.

More recently … there’s something interesting that’s hap-
SHQHG�WR�0DU[�DQG�'XUNKHLP�DQG�:HEHU�DQG�VRFLDO�WKHRU\��
ZKLFK�LV�WKDW�WKH�FULWLTXHV�RI�VRFLDO�WKHRU\�DQG�VWUXFWXUH�
have … come to the fore.

,WòV�DFWXDOO\�YHU\�HDV\�WR�FULWLTXH�DQ\WKLQJ�DERXW�WKH�ZRUOG�
that exists.

<RX�DQG�PH��ZHòUH�FOHYHU�JX\V��ZH�FDQ�VLW�GRZQ�DQG�FULWLTXH�
GHPRFUDF\��$QG�ZH�FDQ�FULWLTXH�ODZ��DQG�ZH�FDQ�FULWLTXH�
social theory. We can show that the powerful are in charge 
HYHQ�LI�ODZ�VD\V�WKDW�HYHU\ERG\�LV�HTXDO��:H�FDQ�WDNH�YHU\�
WKLQJ�DSDUW��:H�FDQ�HYHQ�WDNH�WKH�LGHD�RI�WUXWK�DSDUW��:H�FDQ�
VKRZ�KRZ�WUXWK�LV�UHODWHG�WR�SRZHU��DQG�KRZ�NQRZOHGJH�LV�
related. We can do all that.

7KH�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW�LI�RQH�FULWLTXHV�HYHU\WKLQJ�VLPSO\�QHJD-
WLYHO\�WKHQ�RQH�HQGV�XS�ZLWK�QRWKLQJ��,�WKLQN�LWòV�D�NLQG�RI�
UDWKHU�IULJKWHQLQJ�YLHZ�WKDW�SHRSOH�OLNH�*HRUJH�2UZHOO��IRU�
example, were very aware of. George Orwell was very aware 
WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�FULWLTXHG�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�ERXUJHRLV�VRFL-
ety the most successfully were the totalitarians.

It was the totalitarians who said, “We don’t believe in 
ERXUJHRLV�ODZ��LWòV�MXVW�D�WULFN��:H�GRQòW�EHOLHYH�LQ�ERXUJHRLV�
GHPRFUDF\��LWòV�MXVW�D�WULFN��ZH�GRQòW�EHOLHYH�LQ�WUXWK��LWòV�MXVW�
D�WULFN��:H�NQRZ�ZKR�UHDOO\�UXQV�WKH�ZRUOG�ö

7KRVH�NLQGV�RI�LGHDV��DQG�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�VWUXFWXUDO�ZD\V�RI�
trying to understand the world, [have made it] illegitimate 
to try to understand the world. And this is true on a popular 
level, but also in a serious professorial level.

6R�LW�GRHVQòW�VXUSULVH�PH�WKDW�ZKHQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�FULWLTXHG�
WKHQ�ZH�PRYH�EDFN�WR�FRQVSLUDF\�WKHRU\��EHFDXVH�DOO�ZH�DUH�
left with is power. If all notions of authority or democracy or 
ODZ�RU�DQ\WKLQJ�EHFRPH�GLVVROYHG�LQWR�SRZHU��WKDQ�WKH�TXHV-
WLRQ�EHFRPHV��õ:HOO��ZKR�DUH�WKH�SRZHUIXO"ö�$QG�WKHQ�WDNH�
\RXU�SLFN��WKH�-HZV��WKH�JD\V��WKH�0XVOLPV��ZKDWHYHU�

%XW�,�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�D�NLQG�RI�ELJJHU�XQGHUO\LQJ�SUREOHP��
ZKLFK�OHDGV�WRZDUGV�WKLV�ZD\�RI�WKLQNLQJ��DQG�,�WKLQN�LWòV�D�
cynicism about the values of democracy, but [also about the] 
values of the Left. The Left I was brought up in was a place 
ZKHUH�ZH�WULHG�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKH�ZRUOG�ZRUNHG��DQG�
we tried to change the world. Changing human beings was 
part of changing the world. Now it’s evident that there is a 
WRWDOLWDULDQ�PRPHQW�WR�WKDW��DV�ZHOO��%XW�,�WKLQN�ZH�QHHG�WR�
NHHS�KROG�RI�WKDW�SUREOHP��EXW�DOVR�NHHS�KROG�RI�WKH�RULJLQDO�
problem.

As my good friend Robert Fine [in Political Investigations: 
Hegel, Marx, Arendt@�SXWV�LW��ZH�KDYH�WR�KROG�WKH�FULWLTXH�RI�
existing society in one hand—and we also have to under-
VWDQG�WKH�FULWLTXH�RI�WKH�FULWLTXH��:H�KDYH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
WKDW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDYH�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXOO\�FULWLTXHG�H[LVW-
LQJ�VRFLHW\�ZHUH�WKH�WRWDOLWDULDQV��WKH�6WDOLQLVWV�DQG�WKH�
1D]LV��6R�,�GRQòW�WKLQN�WKHUHòV�DQ\WKLQJ�VXUSULVLQJ�DERXW�WKH�
rise of conspiracy theory.
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EXPLORING ANTISEMITISM that groups that represent the interests of Jews use the term 
antisemitism.195�'HŁQLWLRQV�YDU\�196 One of the most com-
PRQO\�XVHG�GHŁQLWLRQV�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�5XQQ\PHGH�7UXVW�
in Great Britain, which explored the complex interactions 
DPRQJ�,VODPRSKRELF�SUHMXGLFH��GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��H[FOXVLRQ��
and violence. The Trust states that Islamophobia is being 
H[SUHVVHG�ZKHQ�

ú� ,VODP�LV�VHHQ�DV�D�PRQROLWKLF�EORF��VWDWLF�DQG�XQUH-
sponsive to change.

ú� ,VODP�LV�VHHQ�DV�VHSDUDWH�DQG�õRWKHU�ö�,W�GRHV�QRW�
have values in common with other cultures, is not 
DŀHFWHG�E\�WKHP�DQG�GRHV�QRW�LQłXHQFH�WKHP�

ú� ,VODP�LV�VHHQ�DV�LQIHULRU�WR�WKH�:HVW��,W�LV�VHHQ�DV�
barbaric, irrational, primitive, and sexist.

ú� ,VODP�LV�VHHQ�DV�YLROHQW��DJJUHVVLYH��WKUHDWHQLQJ��
supportive of terrorism, and engaged in a “clash of 
FLYLOL]DWLRQV�ö

ú� ,VODP�LV�VHHQ�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�LGHRORJ\�DQG�LV�XVHG�IRU�
political or military advantage.

ú� &ULWLFLVPV�PDGH�RI�õWKH�:HVWö�E\�,VODP�DUH�UHMHFWHG�
out of hand.

ú� +RVWLOLW\�WRZDUGV�,VODP�LV�XVHG�WR�MXVWLI\�GLVFULPLQD-
tory practices towards Muslims and exclusion of 
Muslims from mainstream society.

ú� $QWLï0XVOLP�KRVWLOLW\�LV�VHHQ�DV�QDWXUDO�RU�QRU-
mal.197

Contemporary Islamophobia rests on a long history of 
FRQłLFW��$V�WKH�&RPPLVVLRQ�RQ�%ULWLVK�0XVOLPV�DQG�,VODPR-
SKRELD�H[SODLQHG�

Hostility towards Islam and Muslims has been a 
feature of European societies since the eighth century 
RI�WKH�&RPPRQ�(UD��,W�KDV�WDNHQ�GLŀHUHQW�IRUPV�DW�GLI-
IHUHQW�WLPHV�DQG�KDV�IXOŁOOHG�D�YDULHW\�RI�IXQFWLRQV��)RU�
H[DPSOH��WKH�KRVWLOLW\�LQ�6SDLQ�LQ�WKH�ŁIWHHQWK�FHQWXU\�
was not the same as the hostility that was expressed 
and mobilised in the Crusades. Nor was the hostility 
during the time of the Ottoman Empire or that which 
prevailed throughout the age of empires and colonial-
ism. It may be more apt to speak of “Islamo-
phobias” rather than of a single phenomenon 
[emphasis ours]. Each version of Islamophobia has its 
own features as well as similarities with, and borrow-
ings from, other versions.198

It is important to be aware of how Islam was seen in 
Europe over many centuries, because these tropes are the 
basis for most contemporary narratives about violent Islam 
threatening the survival of American and/or broader Western 
culture. Some Christians who assert that Islam is a threat to 
national survival argue that the ultimate goal of Islam (seen 
DV�PRQROLWKLF�DQG�EDVHG�RQ�D�VSHFLŁF�UHDGLQJ�RI�,VODPLF�
sacred text) is to establish a global caliphate and subdue all 
RWKHU�QDWLRQV�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�HQWLWLHV��7KH\�DSSHDU�WR�ŁQG�QR�
irony in the fact that using this interpretive model, the same 
can be said about Christianity.

EXPLORING ISLAMOPHOBIA

B y  C h i P  B e r l e t

OUR CAMPUS INTERVIEWS REVEALED a startling level of igno-
rance about Islam and the ethno-cultural practices of Mus-
OLPV�IURP�D�ZLGH�DUUD\�RI�QDWLRQDO�DQG�IDPLO\�EDFNJURXQGV��
Rohany Nayan, a doctoral candidate at the University of 
:LVFRQVLQï0DGLVRQ�6FKRRO�RI�(GXFDWLRQ��ZRUNV�ZLWK�WKH�LQ-
terfaith Lubar Institute for the Study of Abrahamic Religions 
on campus. She told us that for a campus that considers itself 
sophisticated, she found the level of ignorance on campus 
LQWHUHVWLQJ��

Now I’m at UW Madison, which is well–known for 
liberal thoughts, and being Democrats and all that 
NLQG�RI�VWXŀ��%XW�HYHQ�DPRQJ�WKH�SURIHVVRUV��QRW�RQO\�
my department but the classes I’ve gone to or the social 
functions I’ve gone to, it’s really scary to think of the 
statements that come out of their mouths. I’m just like 
WHOA! You know, you might want to look into it a little 
more before you make that statement. And imagine, 
this is a professor, and imagine uninformed Americans, 
and especially Americans who have never met or spoken 
to a Muslim, imagine the misunderstanding that can 
occur.194

This theme of ignorance shaping attitudes will come up 
repeatedly in this section. 

In the decade since 9/11, individuals from a variety of 
Muslim faith traditions and national origins have experi-
HQFHG�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�ULVH�LQ�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�RI�,VODPRSKRELD��
,Q�RXU�ŁHOG�UHVHDUFK��0XVOLP�DQG�$UDE�VWXGHQWV�GHVFULEHG�
instances where non–Muslims expressed the belief that they 
were being trained as terrorists or were abusing their college 
education as a cover for terrorist activity. Muslim college stu-
dents have also been caught up in more general anti–immi-
grant rhetoric and have heard strangers express doubts about 
whether they are in the United States legally. Assertions such 
as historian Samuel Huntington’s argument that Islam is “a 
GLŀHUHQW�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�ZKRVH�SHRSOH�DUH�FRQYLQFHG�RI�WKH�VXSH-
riority of their culture and are obsessed with the inferiority 
RI�WKHLU�SRZHUö�JR�XQFKDOOHQJHG�LQ�PDQ\�TXDUWHUV��7KH�Rŀï
campus media environment portrays images of Muslims as 
either hyper–violent, hypersexual or sexually repressed, or a 
combination of the three. Students and occasionally Muslim 
FROOHJH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��VWDŀ��DQG�HYHQ�SURIHVVRUV�KHDU�DQG�
are hurt by these canards and can be at a loss about how to 
respond to them. 

0RUHRYHU��IHZ�$PHULFDQV�VHHP�WR�PDNH�GLVWLQFWLRQV�
DPRQJ�0XVOLPV�ZLWK�RULJLQV�LQ�GLŀHUHQW�FRXQWULHV��6LPLODU-
ly, they fail to distinguish among Arabs and Arab–Americans 
ZLWK�GLŀHUHQW�QDWLRQDO�RULJLQV��UHOLJLRQV��RU�VHFXODU�EHOLHIV��

WHAT IS ISLAMOPHOBIA?
Most groups in the United States that represent the inter-
ests of Muslims use the term Islamophobia in the same way 
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A few days after 9/11, conservative columnist Ann Coul-
WHU�ZURWH�

We should invade their countries, kill their leaders and 
convert them to Christianity. We weren’t punctilious 
about locating and punishing only Hitler and his top 
RŃFHUV��:H�FDUSHWïERPEHG�*HUPDQ�FLWLHV��ZH�NLOOHG�
civilians. That’s war. And this is war.199

Coulter combined tropes about the Crusades and the war 
DJDLQVW�)DVFLVP�LQ�D�VLQJOH�,VODPRSKRELF�SDFNDJH�

$V�ZH�GHVFULEH�HOVHZKHUH��D�QDWLRQDO�QHWZRUN�RI�LQGL-
YLGXDOV�DQG�JURXSV�ZLWK�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�PDMRU�FRPPHUFLDO�
media produces and circulates spurious claims about Islam 
DQG�DERXW�0XVOLPV�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��7KLV�QHWZRUN�
DOVR�SXEOLFL]HV�FDPSXV�LQFLGHQWV�LQYROYLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP��,WV�
claims range from biased to alarmist to demonstrably false. 
While there is a broad and troubling circulation of antise-
mitic materials easily available over the internet from both 
domestic and international sources, this ad hoc collection 
does not rise to the same level of systematic circulation of the 
Islamophobic materials in America’s commercial media.

AFTER 9/11

THE STATISTICS
The U.S. Department of Justice compilation of crimes based 
RQ�SUHMXGLFH�UHYHDOV�WKDW�ZKLOH�0XVOLPV�PDNH�XS�DURXQG�RQH�
percent of the U.S. population, some 14 percent of crimes 
based on religious discrimination target Muslims. A Pew 
Research Center survey found that a few months after the 
WHUURU�DWWDFNV�RQ�6HSWHPEHU��������������SHUFHQW�RI�WKRVH�
SROOHG�IHOW�WKDW�WKH�UHOLJLRQ�RI�,VODP�LWVHOI�ZDV�õPRUH�OLNHO\�
WKDQ�RWKHUV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�YLROHQFH�ö�$�\HDU�ODWHU�WKDW�ŁJXUH�
ZDV����SHUFHQW��DQG�LW�KDV�łXFWXDWHG�DURXQG�WKDW�SHUFHQWDJH�
through March 2011, when it was 40 percent.200 According 
to a 2011 Pew study, most “conservatives [and] Tea Party sup-
SRUWHUV�OLQN�,VODP�WR�YLROHQFH�ö�7HD�3DUW\�VXSSRUWHUV�SROOHG�
at 67 percent; conservative Republicans at 66 percent; and 
White evangelicals at 66 percent as compared to White main-
line churchgoers, who were at 43 percent. Among the least 
ELDVHG�ZHUH�%ODFN�SHRSOH�DQG�OLEHUDO�'HPRFUDWV��ZKR�SROOHG�
at 24 and 29 percent respectively.

THE RHETORIC
After 9/11, a number of American right–wing evangelicals 
excoriated Islam in the broadest terms. According to Paul S. 
%R\HU��E\�������õDQWLï,VODPLF�UKHWRULFö�ZDV�õDW�IHYHU�SLWFK�ö201 

Boyer argued that there was a “shadowy but vital way that be-
lief in biblical prophecy is helping mold grass–roots attitudes 
WRZDUG�FXUUHQW�8�6��IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�ö�202

There were also plenty of public pronouncements by 
Christian Right leaders articulating Islamophobic senti-
PHQWV��)RU�H[DPSOH�

ú� 3DXO�:H\ULFK�DQG�:LOOLDP�/LQG�RI�WKH�)UHH�&RQJUHVV�
)RXQGDWLRQ�ZURWH�WKDW�,VODP�ZDV�D�õYHU\�HYLO��ZLFNHG�
UHOLJLRQ�ö�DQG�WKDW�õ,VODP�LV��TXLWH�VLPSO\��D�UHOLJLRQ�
of war... [American Muslims] should be encouraged 

WR�OHDYHû�>7KH\@�DUH�D�ŁIWK�FROXPQ�LQ�WKLV�FRXQ-
WU\�ö203

ú� (YDQJHOLFDO�OHDGHU�)UDQNOLQ�*UDKDP��VRQ�RI�WKH�
world–famous revivalist preacher Billy Graham, 
VWDWHG�WKDW�õ0XVOLPV�SUD\�WR�D�GLŀHUHQW�*RG���,VODP�
LV�D�YHU\�HYLO�DQG�ZLFNHG�UHOLJLRQ�ö204

ú� 7KH�5HY��3DW�5REHUWVRQ��IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�
Coalition, said of Muslims, “They want to coexist 
until they can control, dominate and then, if need 
EH��GHVWUR\�ö�

ú� 8�6��$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�-RKQ�$VKFURIW�VDLG�WKDW�õ,V-
ODP�LV�D�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�ZKLFK�*RG�UHTXLUHV�\RX�WR�VHQG�
your son to die for him. Christianity is a faith in 
ZKLFK�*RG�VHQGV�KLV�VRQ�WR�GLH�IRU�\RX�ö205

5REHUWVRQ�IXUWKHU�H[SODLQHG�KLV�YLHZV�E\�VWDWLQJ�

I think Osama bin Laden is probably a very dedicated 
follower of Muhammad. He’s done exactly what 
Muhammad said to do, and we disagree with him 
obviously, and I’m sure many moderate Muslims do as 
well, but you can’t say the Muslim religion is a religion 
of peace. It’s not.206

ARABOPHOBIA INTERSECTS WITH 
ISLAMOPHOBIA
Islamophobia is often mixed in with Arabophobia.207 We 
NQRZ�YHU\�OLWWOH�DERXW�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�,VODPRSKRELDòV�LQWHUVHF-
WLRQ�ZLWK�DQWLï$UDE�SUHMXGLFH��,Q�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��IHZ�VHHP�
WR�PDNH�GLVWLQFWLRQV�DPRQJ�0XVOLPV�IURP�GLŀHUHQW�QDWLRQDO�
RULJLQV�RU�$UDEV�DQG�$UDEï$PHULFDQV�IURP�GLŀHUHQW�QDWLRQDO�
FXOWXUHV��)RU�H[DPSOH��6LNKV��ZKR�DUH�DOPRVW�QHYHU�IURP�
ethnic Arab families and are never Muslim, are often lumped 
into this category as targets of bigotry.208

A guide written for reporters at the Detroit Free Press of-
IHUV�WKHVH�WKRXJKWV�

Like all people, Arab Americans are too often described 
in simplistic terms. Although the Arab culture is one 
of the oldest on Earth, it is, in many parts of the United 
States, misunderstood. There are no easy, one–size–
ŁWVïDOO�DQVZHUV��&XOWXUH��ODQJXDJH�DQG�UHOLJLRQ�DUH�
GLVWLQFW�TXDOLWLHV�WKDW�DFW�LQ�GLŀHUHQW�ZD\V�WR�FRQQHFW�
Arabs, and to distinguish them from one another.209

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN THE LARGER SOCIETY
7KH�WHUURULVWV�ZKR�FDUULHG�RXW�WKH������DWWDFNV�MXVWLŁHG�WKHLU�
YLROHQFH�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�,VODP��7KH�DWWDFNV�JHQHUDWHG�D�WUH-
mendous sense of anxiety and fear in the United States. Mil-
OLRQV�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�KDG�RQO\�WKH�VNHWFKLHVW�QRWLRQ�RI�,VODP�DV�
a religion now faced the reality that the terrorism was carried 
RXW�E\�0XVOLPV��%LJRWV�VHL]HG�RQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�D�KDQGIXO�RI�
0XVOLPV�SHUSHWUDWHG�WKH�DWWDFNV�RQ������WR�LQGLFW�WKH�HQWLUH�
religion of Islam. 
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Our literature review and research suggest that there are 
VLJQLŁFDQW�OHYHOV�RI�,VODPRSKRELF�SUHMXGLFH�DPRQJ�VRPH�
SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�IROORZLQJ�VHFWRUV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��210

ú� 5LJKWïZLQJ�5HSXEOLFDQV��211

ú� 7KH�&KULVWLDQ�5LJKW�212

ú� 0LOLWDULVWV��QHRFRQVHUYDWLYHV��DQG�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�
hardline Israeli government policies;213

ú� 5LJKWïZLQJ�UDGLR�DQG�WHOHYLVLRQ�SXQGLWV�DQG�GHPD-
gogues;214

ú� %LDVHG�DQWLïWHUURULVP�H[SHUWV�DQG�WUDLQHUV�215

ú� 7HD�3DUW\�VXSSRUWHUV�DQG�RWKHU�SDUWLFLSDQWV�LQ�WKH�
broader Patriot Movement;216

ú� ;HQRSKRELF��DQWLïLPPLJUDQW��DQG�:KLWH�1DWLRQDO-
ist groups.217

These sectors do not comprise a united alliance, and 
some groups are openly critical of—and at times vocifer-
ously oppositional toward—groups in other sectors. At the 
VDPH�WLPH��JURXSV�FDQ�ZRUN�RQ�SDUDOOHO�DQG�FRPSOHPHQWDU\�
SURMHFWV�GHVSLWH�SROLWLFDO�GLVDJUHHPHQWV��WKXV�UHLQIRUFLQJ�
the outcome without any cooperation. In a few cases there is 
GLUHFW�FRRSHUDWLRQ��LQ�D�P\ULDG�RI�łXLG�IRUPDWV�218 One that 
stands out in producing Islamophobia is the alliance of the 
neoconservatives with the Christian Right.219

The domestic sectors listed above are reinforced in their 
EHOLHIV�E\�D�GHFDGHïORQJ�JOREDO�FDPSDLJQ�WR�GHPRQL]H�
Muslims and the religion of Islam built on top of pre–exist-
LQJ�SUHMXGLFH�DJDLQVW�0XVOLPV��:H�DUJXH�WKDW�WKH�SRVWï�����
FDPSDLJQ�XVHV�,VODPRSKRELD�DV�DQ�HŀHFWLYH�ZD\�WR�PRELOL]H�
a constituency on the political Right in the United States. 
The Islamophobic claims that originate in these sectors are 
introduced to campus by students who have learned them 
IURP�SHHUV��SDUHQWV��DQG�PDMRU�PHGLD��7KHVH�VWXGHQWV�VRPH-
WLPHV�LQYLWH�VSHDNHUV�ZKR�VKDUH�WKHVH�LGHDV�WR�FDPSXV�

APOCALYPTIC CHRISTIAN RIGHT 
ISLAMOPHOBIA
,VUDHO��DV�D�PRGHUQ�QDWLRQïVWDWH��ZDV�FUHDWHG�LQ�������EXW�LW�
was not until the 1970s that some fundamentalist Christians 
began an earnest discussion as to whether or not the return 
of Jews to the Promised Land was a sign of the approach-
LQJ�DSRFDO\SWLF�(QG�7LPHV��7KH�VSDUN�ZDV�D�ERRN�WLWOHG�The 
Late Great Planet Earth, published in 1970 by a respected 
Christian publishing house.220 The basic narrative claim was 
WKDW�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�,VUDHO�VWDUWHG�WKH�FORFN�WLFNLQJ�RQ�WKH�
End Times battle between good and evil, after which tri-
umphant Christians would welcome the Second Coming of 
Jesus Christ. In this scenario, devout Christians were seen as 
mandated by God to defend Israel.

Paul S. Boyer, who studies Christian apocalyptic beliefs, 
argues that the relationship between U.S. foreign policy and 
&KULVWLDQ�XWLOL]DWLRQ�RI�%LEOH�SURSKHF\�LV�WRR�RIWHQ�RYHU-
ORRNHG�LQ�DQDO\]LQJ�SROLWLFDO�WUHQGV�LQYROYLQJ�WKH�0LGGOH�
East. According to Boyer, “religion has always had an enor-
PRXV��LI�LQGLUHFW�DQG�XQGHUUHFRJQL]HG��UROH�LQ�SROLF\�IRUPD-
WLRQ�ö221 Boyer’s views are shared by other authors.222

'LŀHUHQW�SROOLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�SURGXFH�GLŀHUHQW�UHVXOWV��EXW�
ZH�WKLQN�LW�LV�IDLU�WR�HVWLPDWH�WKHUH�DUH�VRPHZKHUH�EHWZHHQ�
���DQG�����PLOOLRQ�õERUQ�DJDLQö�RU�HYDQJHOLFDO�&KULVWLDQV�
in the United States. In the 2000 presidential election, 32 
percent of the votes George W. Bush received came from 
church–going White evangelicals; and 14 percent of all vot-
HUV�LGHQWLŁHG�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�5LJKW�223  

Starting in the late 1970s, the Christian Right became 
SDUW�RI�WKH�1HZ�5LJKW�SURMHFW��D�FRDOLWLRQ�RI�XOWUDïFRQVHUYD-
tives, corporate conservatives, libertarians, and others who 
swept Ronald Reagan into the presidency.224 The Christian 
Right is composed primarily of politically conservative 
3URWHVWDQWV�PRELOL]HG�LQWR�D�VRFLDO�PRYHPHQW�DURXQG�ZKDW�
WKH\�FDOO�õWUDGLWLRQDOö�PRUDO�DQG�IDPLO\�YDOXHV��&RQVHUYDWLYH�
SROLWLFDO�VWUDWHJLVWV�KDYH�OLQNHG�WKLV�UHOLJLRXV�VRFLDO�PRYH-
PHQW�WR�D�SROLWLFDO�PRYHPHQW�WKDW�VHHNV�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�
through elections and legislation. The Christian Right and its 
DOOLHV�LQ�WKH�5HSXEOLFDQ�3DUW\�KDYH�XVHG�IHDU��GHPRQL]DWLRQ��
DQG�VFDSHJRDWLQJ�DV�SDUW�RI�D�VWUDWHJ\�RI�õPRELOL]LQJ�UHVHQW-
PHQW�ö225

By the 1990s there was another growing theo–politi-
FDO�PRYHPHQW�NQRZQ�DV�&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVP��ZKLFK�WRGD\�LV�
embraced by many in the Christian Right as well as a number 
of conservative Republican politicians, at least in terms of 
political rhetoric.226 7KLV�PRYHPHQW�PRELOL]HV�FRQVHUYDWLYH�
Christians to support the most hardline political forces in 
Israel regarding Palestinian demands for control of land.227 

&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVP�FDQ�HDVLO\�VSLOO�RYHU�LQWR�UHOLJLRXV�
ELJRWU\�DJDLQVW�0XVOLPV��:LWKLQ�&KULVWLDQ�=LRQLVP��WKHUH�
are those who tie the religion of Islam to the forces of Satan 
building an earthly End Times army to battle Godly Chris-
tians for control of the planet. As an example, Boyer points 
to Hal Lindsey’s prophecy novel, Blood Moon, published in 
1996. In the novel, “Israel, in retaliation for a planned nucle-
DU�DWWDFN�E\�DQ�$UDE�H[WUHPLVW��ODXQFKHV�D�PDVVLYH�WKHUPR-
nuclear assault on the entire Arab world. Genocide, in short, 
EHFRPHV�WKH�XOWLPDWH�PHDQV�RI�SURSKHWLF�IXOŁOOPHQW�ö228 In 
&KULVWLDQ�ERRNVWRUHV�LW�LV�HDV\�WR�ŁQG�ERRNV�OLQNLQJ�0XVOLPV�
WR�6DWDQLF�SORWV�RI�GHFHSWLRQ��LQFOXGLQJ�ERRNV�SRUWUD\LQJ�
Islam as the false religion of the Antichrist.

Popular Christian fundamentalist author Tim LaHaye be-
JDQ�KLV�FDUHHU�ZULWLQJ�ERRNV�H[SRVLQJ�WKH�VLQLVWHU�FRQVSLUDF\�
of liberals promoting secular humanism, immorality, and 
subversion.229�/D+D\H�WKHQ�OLQNHG�XS�ZLWK�-HUU\�%��-HQNLQV�WR�
create the Left Behind series of Christian apocalyptic novels, 
which have sold more than 70 million copies. 

*HUVKRP�*RUHQEHUJ��D�MRXUQDOLVW�DQG�VFKRODU�ZRUNLQJ�LQ�
Israel, blasts the Left Behind authors because they 

 promote conspiracy theories; they demonize propo-
nents of arms control, ecumenicalism, abortion rights 
and everyone else disliked by the Christian right; and 
they justify assassination as a political tool. Their 
anti–Jewishness is exceeded by their anti–Catholicism. 
Most basically, they reject the very idea of open, demo-
cratic debate. In the world of Left Behind, there exists 
a single truth, based on a purportedly literal reading 
of Scripture; anyone who disagrees with that truth is 
deceived or evil.”230



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 32  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

The main villain of the Left Behind�VHULHV�RI�ERRNV��*RUH-
nberg notes, is “Nicolae Carpathia, the man who turned the 
United Nations into a one–world government with himself as 
GLFWDWRU�ö�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�6DWDQ��,Q�IDFW��&DUSDWKLD�LV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�
WKH�ERRN�DV�WKH�GUHDGHG�$QWLFKULVW��/D+D\H�DOVR�SXEOLVKHV�D�
QHZVOHWWHU�RQ�WKH�SRVVLEOH�IXOŁOOPHQW�RI�%LEOLFDO�SURSKHF\�231

$�VLJQLŁFDQW�SXEOLFDWLRQ�GHVFULELQJ�WKH�FRQQHFWLRQ�
between apocalyptic prophecy and U.S. foreign policy in 
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�LV�WKH�JORVV\�PDJD]LQH�Midnight Call: The 
Prophetic Voice for the Endtimes. Promotional mailings have 
LQFOXGHG�OHWWHUV�KHDGOLQHG��õ7KH�3URSKHWLF�5HWXUQ�WR�,VUDHO�ö�
õ,VODP��,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�86$�ö�DQG�õ5HYHDOLQJ�WKH�+LGGHQ�7UXWK�
DERXW�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ö�7KH�ODWWHU�LV�DQ�DGYHUWLVHPHQW�IRU�WKH�
ERRN�Saddam’s Mystery Babylon: Revealing the Hidden Agenda 
of the Most Sinister Entity in the Bible.232 

%R\HU�HODERUDWHV�RQ�WKLV�Ł[DWLRQ�RQ�6DGGDP�+XVVHLQ�

Anticipating George W. Bush, prophecy writers in the 
late 20th century also quickly zeroed in on Saddam 
Hussein. If not the Antichrist himself, they suggested, 
Saddam could well be a forerunner of the Evil One. 
In full–page newspaper advertisements during the 
Persian Gulf War of 1991, the organization Jews for 
Jesus declared that Saddam “represents the spirit of 
Antichrist about which the Bible warns us…233

Other scholars have examined how apocalypticism in the 
Christian Right functioned during the Presidential adminis-
tration of George W. Bush, especially after 9/11.234

While bashing Arabs and Muslims as possible agents of 
the Antichrist is common in this sector of Christian funda-
mentalism, special warnings are also issued against global 
SHDFH�HŀRUWV�E\�WKH�(XURSHDQ�8QLRQ�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV��
VHHQ�DV�SDUW�RI�WKH�$QWLFKULVWòV�SODQ�IRU�D�õ1HZ�:RUOG�2UGHUö�
and one–world government.

SUBVERSION PANICS, PATRIOTS, AND 
PUNDITS 
$V�PHQWLRQHG�DERYH��WKHUH�LV�D�QDWLRQDO�QHWZRUN�RI�LQGLYLGX-
DOV�DQG�JURXSV�ZLWK�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�PDMRU�FRPPHUFLDO�PHGLD�
that produce and circulate claims about Islam, Muslims 
living in the United States, and campus incidents involving 
antisemitism. In an alarming number of cases, individuals 
and groups have produced dubious claims against Muslims 
that range from biased to alarmist to demonstrably false. We 
KDYH�SURYLGHG�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW�VKRUW�VNHWFKHV�RI�VRPH�PDMRU�
,VODPRSKREHV��1R�VLPLODU�QHWZRUN�ZLWK�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�PDMRU�
commercial media exists to produce and circulate biased 
claims about Judaism or Jews living in the United States.

$�VLPLODU�DQG�VRPHWLPHV�RYHUODSSLQJ�QHWZRUN�RI�LQGL-
YLGXDOV�DQG�JURXSV�URXWLQHO\�GHPRQL]H�OLEHUDOV�DQG�OHIWLVWV�235 
7KHVH�ELDVHG�FODLPV�ZHUH�SLFNHG�XS�IURP�PHGLD�VXFK�DV�)R[�
1HZV�DQG�$0�UDGLR�WDON�VKRZV�DQG�EHFDPH�SXUSRUWHG�VWDWH-
ments of fact at Town Hall confrontations and within the Tea 
3DUW\�0RYHPHQW��0DMRU�PHGLD�ŁJXUHV�LQFOXGHG�*OHQQ�%HFN��
Rush Limbaugh, and the late Andrew Breitbart. 

,Q�WKH������SUHVLGHQWLDO�UDFH��,VODPRSKRELF�VFDUH�WDFWLFV�
appeared in several forms, ranging from “nefarious whisper 

FDPSDLJQVö�GLUHFWHG�DW�WKHQ�6HQ��%DUDFN�2EDPD�WR�WKH�õGLV-
WULEXWLRQ�RI�WKH�DQWLï0XVOLP�SURSDJDQGD�'9'�Obsession to 
���PLOOLRQ�QHZVSDSHU�VXEVFULEHUV�LQ�VZLQJ�VWDWHVö�DFFRUGLQJ�
to Fairness and Accuracy in Reporting.236

7KLV�UHDFKHG�DQ�DEVXUG�QDGLU�LQ�������ZKHQ�-RQDK�
*ROGEHUJ�FODLPHG�LQ�KLV�ERRN Liberal Fascism that liberals and 
their socialist allies were pushing America down a slippery 
slope toward tyranny through totalitarian social planning 
and political correctness.237 An authentic academic expert 
RQ�IDVFLVP��5REHUW�3D[WRQ��GHEXQNHG�*ROGEHUJòV�GHŁQLWLRQV�
of fascism and scolded Goldberg for capitulating to the “the 
VORSS\�FXUUHQW�$PHULFDQ�XVDJH�E\�ZKLFK�ñOLEHUDOò�PHDQV�
XVXDOO\�SHMRUDWLYHO\�QRZDGD\V��DQ\�DQG�DOO�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�
components of the Left, from anarchists and Marxists to 
PRGHUDWH�'HPRFUDWVû�*ROGEHUJ�VWHUHRW\SHV�OLEHUDOV�WR�PDNH�
WKHP�DEVWUDFW��XQLIRUP��URERWLF�ö238

In terms of the campus debate over antisemitism, many 
5HSXEOLFDQ�VWUDWHJLVWV�DQG�HOHFWHG�RŃFLDOV�RZH�D�SROLWLFDO�
debt to the Christian Right and support campaigns against 
Leftist ideas on campus with slogans against “political cor-
UHFWQHVV�ö�õPXOWLFXOWXUDOLVP�ö�WKH�SXUSRUWHG�DQWLï-HZLVK�ELDV�
of Middle East and Islamic Studies programs, and antisemi-
tism as expressed in campus antiwar and pro–Palestinian 
demonstrations.

The result, somewhat unexpectedly, is that College 
5HSXEOLFDQ�FOXEV�DUH�RIWHQ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�QH[XV�QRW�RQO\�
IRU�FRQIURQWDWLRQDO�UKHWRULF�DQG�DFWLRQV�WKDW�DWWDFN�OLEHUDO�
and leftist students; but also integrate this with support for 
hardline policies in Israel and U.S. military intervention in 
the Middle East. All too often this is accompanied by slogans, 
VLJQV��VWDWHPHQWV��DQG�LQYLWHG�VSHDNHUV�ZKR�SRUWUD\�,VODP�LQ�
ZD\V�WKDW�DUH�DW�OHDVW�RYHUO\ïVLPSOLŁHG�DQG�VWHUHRW\SHG�DQG�
DW�ZRUVW�QDNHG�GLVSOD\V�RI�,VODPRSKRELF�ELJRWU\�

A detailed study of this factor was released as the report 
Same Hate, New Target: Islamophobia and its Impact in the 
United States; January 2009–December 2010. The report was 
LVVXHG�MRLQWO\�E\�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�5DFH�	�*HQGHU�DW�WKH�8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�DQG�WKH�&RXQFLO�RQ�$PHULFDQï,V-
lamic Relations (CAIR).239 The report lists the variety of ways 
,VODPRSKRELD�ZDV�FRQVWUXFWHG�DV�D�SROLWLFDO�WRRO�

National security fears connected to 9/11 were trans-
formed into political ads fashioned by right–wing ideo-
logues focusing on the purported domestic threat and 
role or status of the American Muslim community in 
the “war on terrorism.” The real strategic goal behind 
this approach is to increase the voter turnout of their 
base while chipping away margins from the opponents 
or alternatively bringing more of the independents into 
their camp. Islamophobia worked as planned and Tea 
Party and…[Republican] candidates in general rode the 
HŀHFWV�WR�VWDWLVWLFDO�PDUJLQV�RI�YLFWRU\�LQ�NH\�UDFHV�

The 2010 elections witnessed a rising popular tide 
EURXJKW�DERXW�E\�WKH�GHHS�UHFHVVLRQ��PDVVLYH�OD\ïRŀV��
and a nasty healthcare debate. This popular tide in–
part coalesced into the Tea Party and was strategically 
redirected into a political campaign opposing President 
Barack Obama’s policies across the board. This strat-
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egy found resonance in the utilization and deployment 
of Islamophobia.

In addition, during the midterm elections in 2010, the 
Center for Race and Gender “documented the following 
PDQLIHVWDWLRQVö�RI�,VODPRSKRELD�

ú� 8VLQJ�WKH�ZRUGV�0XVOLP�DQG�WHUURULVW�LQWHUFKDQJH-
ably or alternatively depicting Muslims as being 
õWHUURULVW�V\PSDWKL]HUV�ö

ú� 0DNLQJ�,VODP�V\QRQ\PRXV�ZLWK�WHUURULVP��UHIHUHQF-
ing Islam as something foreign and to be feared, the 
õRWKHU�ö

ú� 3ROLWLFL]LQJ�WKH�3DUN���FHQWHU�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�
ZURQJO\�UHIHUULQJ�WR�LW�DV�D�õ9LFWRU\�0RVTXHö�DQG�
õ*URXQG�=HUR�0RVTXH�ö

ú� 'HVFULELQJ�,VODP�DV�õD�WRWDOLWDULDQ��WKHRFUDWLF��SROLWL-
FDO�LGHRORJ\�ö�RU�D�FXOW�

ú� 0DNLQJ�6KDULD�LQWR�D�PDMRU�SROLWLFDO�LVVXH�DQG�SXW-
WLQJ�LW�RQ�WKH�EDOORW�LQ�2NODKRPD��GHVFULELQJ�6KDULD�
DV�D�õFDQFHU�ö�$VVHUWLQJ��GHVSLWH�D�ODFN�RI�VXSSRUW-
LQJ�HYLGHQFH��WKDW�0XVOLPV�DUH�õWDNLQJ�RYHUö�DQG�
America faces an imminent enforcement of Sharia 
law.

ú� 8VLQJ�WKH�LQWHUQHW�DV�D�PDMRU�KXE�IRU�,VODPRSKRELD�
SURGXFWLRQ��GLVVHPLQDWLRQ��DQG�WKHQ�LQłXHQFLQJ�
the debate in the mainstream, without [discussants] 
IDFW�FKHFNLQJ�RU�DVFHUWDLQLQJ�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�DQ\�
claims.

ú� 8VLQJ�0XVOLPïVRXQGLQJ�RU�$UDELF�QDPHV�DQG�UHIHU-
HQFHV�WR�PRVTXHV�LQ�DGV�WR�LPSO\�D�VLQLVWHU�GHVLJQ�RU�
conspiracy related to targeted candidates.

ú� 0DNLQJ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�PDLQVWUHDP�0XVOLP�
JURXSV�LQWR�D�SRLQW�RI�DWWDFN��8VLQJ�õWKH�XQïLQGLFWHG�
FRïFRQVSLUDWRUö�ODEHO�DJDLQVW�D�QXPEHU�RI�LQGLYLGX-
DOV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

ú� :HDYLQJ�WKH�3DOHVWLQHï,VUDHO�FRQłLFW�LQWR�,VODPR-
phobia production in the campaigns.

ú� 5HWXUQLQJ�SROLWLFDO�GRQDWLRQV�IURP�0XVOLPV�LQ�RUGHU�
WKDW�SROLWLFDO�FDQGLGDWHV�QRW�EH�LGHQWLŁHG�DV�KDYLQJ�
FR]\�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�0XVOLPV�240

CONSTRUCTING ISLAMOPHOBIA ON CAMPUS
7KH�VWHUHRW\SLQJ�RI�0XVOLPV�DV�WHUURULVWV�VLQFH�WKH�DWWDFNV�
on September 11, 2001, has direct implications for Muslim 
students whether they are immigrants or American–born. 
0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�DOVR�IDFH�WKH�RQJRLQJ�DQWLïLPPLJUDQW�EDFN-
lash that typically scapegoats immigrants during a recession 
DV�ZHOO�DV�:KLWH�UDFLVP�WRZDUG�SHRSOH�VHHQ�DV�õQRQï:KLWH�ö

The experience of Islamophobia by Muslim students 
in the United States varies greatly by campus. A survey of 
VWXGHQWV�DŃOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZDV�
FRQGXFWHG�E\�3DPHOD�7D\ORU��D�PHPEHU�RI�RXU�ŁHOG�UHVHDUFK�
design team. The results showed that many Muslim students 
have experienced incidents which they interpret as biased 

and the result of some form of Islamophobia. 
In the worst cases, there have been physical assaults. In 

2007 at Guilford College in North Carolina, a group of six 
football players was charged with beating up three Palestin-
ian students. 241 Assessing this overall situation, Brian Levin, 
director of the Center for the Study of Hate and Extremism 
at California State University, San Bernardino, suggested, 
“What we have here is a climate where Islamophobia is not 
only considered mainstream, it’s considered patriotic by 
VRPH��DQG�WKDWòV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�PDNHV�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�DWWDFNV�
HYHQ�PRUH�GHVSLFDEOH�ö�242

+RZHYHU��LW�LV�ZRUWK�VD\LQJ�WKDW�MXVW�DV�LQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�-HZ-
ish students facing antisemitism, Muslim students experi-
HQFH�DW�OHDVW�WZR�W\SHV�RI�LQFLGHQWV��WKRVH�ZKLFK�DUH�WKH�SURG-
uct of ignorance and bias fostered by cultural stereotypes in 
the media and public discourse and those which are directly 
and deliberately malicious.

$PRQJ�WKH�ŁUVW�JURXS�RI�,VODPRSKRELF�LQFLGHQWV�DUH�WKH�
UHJXODU�FKDOOHQJHV�0XVOLP�ZRPHQ�IDFH�LQ�ZHDULQJ�KLMDE�DQG��
as mentioned previously, the voicing of concerns that Mus-
lim and Arab students are abusing their college education 
as a cover for terrorist activity or to return home and plan 
PRUH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV��7KHUH�LV�DOVR�VXVSLFLRQ�WKDW�0XVOLP�
students may be in the United States without the proper 
documentation.243 On analysis, most of these Islamophobic 
incidents seemed to be unpremeditated, and are types of 
idiosyncratic behaviors that can be overcome by educational 
DQG�LQWHUFXOWXUDO��EULGJHïEXLOGLQJ�HŀRUWV�

The more volatile incidents occur when bigoted Islamo-
SKREHV�DUH�TXRWHG�RU�EURXJKW�RQWR�FDPSXV�DV�õH[SHUWV�ö�)RU�
LQVWDQFH��ZH�KDYH�VHHQ�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�VSRQVRULQJ�VSHDNHUV�
with a history of Islamophobic statements (such as claims 
that Islam is inherently violent) or screening Islamophobic 
ŁOPV�RU�YLGHRV��VXFK�DV�WKH�ŁOP�Obsession), can be a tactic to 
SXQLVK�õOLEHUDOVö�DQG�SURï3DOHVWLQLDQ�DFWLYLVWV�RQ�FDPSXV��

This type of deliberate, Islamophobic behavior is exempli-
ŁHG�E\�'DYLG�+RURZLW]òV�õ,VODPRï)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�ö�
>6HH�SURŁOH�RI�+RURZLW]�HOVHZKHUH�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW�@

At the University of Washington, Muslim Student As-
sociation members reported they felt safe on campus, but ex-
SHULHQFHG�SUHMXGLFH�ZKHQ�WKH\�UHWXUQHG�KRPH�IURP�VFKRRO��
õ6HDWWOH�LV�GLŀHUHQW��ZH�DUH�IRUWXQDWH��6HDWWOH�LV�D�YHU\�HGX-
FDWHGö�DQG�RSHQ�FLW\��VDLG�RQH�VWXGHQW��$OO�DJUHHG�WKDW�DQ\�
VRUW�RI�RYHUW�DQWLï0XVOLP�LQFLGHQW�ZDV�õYHU\�UDUHö�ERWK�RQ�
campus and in the surrounding community. When return-
ing home from campus, however, these students found their 
IDPLOLHV�DQG�KRPH�FRPPXQLWLHV�SUHVVXUHG�E\�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�
VWHUHRW\SLQJ�IURP�PDMRU�PHGLD�DQG�RUJDQL]HG�JURXSV�FULWLFDO�
RI�,VODP��2QH�VWXGHQW�UHPDUNHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�VKRFNLQJ�WKDW�QR�
RQH�VHHPHG�WR�õIDFW�FKHFNö�IDOVH�DQWLï0XVOLP�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LQ�
PDMRU�PHGLD�DQG�QRWHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�õDGGLQJ�WR�WKH�FRQVSLUD-
F\�WKHRULHVö�DERXW�0XVOLPV�WKDW�ZHUH�FLUFXODWLQJ�DPRQJ�WKH�
general public. Social science studies have shown that the 
media can play both negative and positive roles in challeng-
LQJ�SUHMXGLFLDO�SXEOLF�SHUFHSWLRQV�244

ISLAMOPHOBIC EVENTS ON CAMPUS
7KH�ŁOP�Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West 
has been shown on numerous campuses, where it is some-
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WLPHV�PHW�E\�SURWHVWV��,WV�VXSSRUWHUV�VD\�LW�LV�D�IHDUOHVV�ORRN�
at radical Islam. Its detractors claim it is anti–Muslim and 
bigoted. As a documentary, Obsession clearly is one–sided 
DQG�QRW�KHVLWDQW�WR�XVH�SURYRFDWLYH�SROHPLFDO�WHFKQLTXHV��)RU�
example, Obsession�IHDWXUHV�VFHQHV�RI�WKH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�RQ�
the World Trade Center and Muslim children being encour-
aged to become suicide bombers, interspersed with those of 
1D]L�UDOOLHV�

0DQ\�<RXQJ�5HSXEOLFDQ�FDPSXV�JURXSV�DQG�RWKHU�XOWUDï
FRQVHUYDWLYH�FDPSXV�SROLWLFDO�JURXSV�XWLOL]H�WKH�ŁOP�DQG�
its notoriety to obtain publicity and message broadcasting, 
sometimes involving as allies more broadly–focused Jewish 
groups on campus. A November 2007 screening of Obsession 
DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�)ORULGD�ZDV�õRUJDQL]HG�E\�/DZ�6FKRRO�
Republicans, College Republicans, Gators for Israel, Jew-
LVK�6WXGHQW�8QLRQ��DQG�-HZLVK�/DZ�6WXGHQWV�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ö�
reported the St. Petersburg Times.245 

7KH�FRQGLWLRQV�UHTXLUHG�IRU�SXEOLF�VFUHHQLQJV�E\�WKH�
distributors do not appear to encourage a broad dialogue on 
campus. For example, according to the New York Times�

When a Middle East discussion group organized a 
showing at New York University [in 2007], it found 
that the distributors of ‘‘Obsession’’ were requiring 
those in attendance to register at IsraelActivism.com, 
and that digital pictures of the events be sent to Has-
bara Fellowships, a group set up to counter anti–Israel 
sentiment on college campuses.

“If people have to give their names over to Hasbara Fel-
ORZVKLSV�DW�WKH�GRRU��WKDW�GRHVQòW�KDYH�WKH�HŀHFW�RI�VWLPXODW-
ing open dialogue,’’ Jordan J. Dunn told the Times��õñ5DWKHU��
LW�LQWLPLGDWHV�SHRSOH�DQG�VWLłHV�GLVVHQW�ö�'XQQ�LV�WKH�SUHVL-
GHQW�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�'LDORJXH�*URXS�DW�1HZ�<RUN�8QLYHU-
sity which involves both Jews and Muslims.246

:DOLG�6KRHEDW��LGHQWLŁHG�LQ�Obsession as a former Pal-
HVWLQH�/LEHUDWLRQ�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�WHUURULVW��FRPSDUHV�UDGLFDO�
,VODPLVWV�WR�1D]L�*HUPDQV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�St. Petersburg 
Times.247 

$������DUWLFOH�LQ�WKH�Jerusalem Post�UHSRUWHG��

The BBC, Fox News and CNN have all presented Shoe-
bat as a terrorist turned peacemaker, interviewing him 
as someone uniquely capable of providing insight into 
the terrorist mindset.248

The Jerusalem Post then detailed a number of discrepan-
cies in and challenges to Shoebat’s story of his early life. 
:KHQ�6KRHEDW�VSRNH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��'DYLV�
in February 2007, the Muslim Student Association (MSA) 
charged Shoebat with “spreading hate by claiming the ma-
MRULW\�RI�WKH�ZRUOGòV�0XVOLPV�VXSSRUW�UDGLFDO�,VODP�ö�ZURWH�
United Press International.249 

6KRHEDW�LV�RQH�RI�VHYHUDO�VSHDNHUVðWKH�RWKHUV�DUH�.DPDO�
6DOHHP�DQG�=DFKDULDK�$QDQLðZKR�FODLP�WR�EH�UHIRUPHG�WHU-
rorists. The Jerusalem Post�QRWHG�

The three “ex–terrorists” have appeared previously at 
Harvard and Columbia universities and, most recent-
ly, at the US Air Force Academy in Colorado, in Febru-

DU\��DW�D�FRQIHUHQFH�ZKRVH�ŁQGLQJV��WKH�RUJDQL]HUV�
said, would be circulated at the Pentagon and among 
PHPEHUV�RI�&RQJUHVV�DQG�RWKHU�LQłXHQWLDO�ŁJXUHV�250

The 1HZ�<RUN�7LPHV�noted that “professors and oth-
ers who have heard the three men speak in the United 
States and Canada said some of their stories border on 
the fantastic.”251

In response to Shoebat’s speech, the MSA at UC Davis 
VFKHGXOHG�'H3DXO�8QLYHUVLW\�3URIHVVRU�1RUPDQ�)LQNHOVWHLQ�
DV�D�VSHDNHU��ZKLFK�HOLFLWHG�SURWHVWV�IURP�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV��
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�83,�

Finkelstein is the son of Holocaust victims but also au-
thor of 7KH�+RORFDXVW�,QGXVWU\��5HłHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�
([SORLWDWLRQ�RI�-HZLVK�6XŀHULQJ� He denies critics’ 
claims he is a Holocaust denier and said his message is 
Israel should retreat to its original borders.252

ISLAMO–FASCISM AWARENESS WEEK
6LQFH������D�ULJKWïZLQJ�,VODPRSKRELF�õ$QWLï-LKDGö�PRYH-
ment has developed in the United States. This report in-
FOXGHV�SURŁOHV�RI�D�QXPEHU�RI�OHDGLQJ�,VODPRSKRELF�SXQGLWV��
Additional relevant information is contained in the campus 
SURŁOHV�RI�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�DQG�7HPSOH�8QLYHUVLW\��+HUH�
ZH�ORRN�VSHFLŁFDOO\�DW�RQH�DVSHFW�RI�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�E\�'DYLG�
+RURZLW]��+RURZLW]�FODLPV�WKDW�OHIWLVW�SURIHVVRUV�DUH�LPSRV-
ing ideological orthodoxy on college campuses. 

In January 2006 the conservative publishing house 
5HJQHU\�SXEOLVKHG�+RURZLW]òV�The Professors: The 101 Most 
Dangerous Academics in America��7KH�ERRN�LQFOXGHV�UHIHU-
ences to Islam and the publisher claimed on its website that 
õ+RURZLW]�EORZV�WKH�FRYHU�RQ�DFDGHPLFVö�LQFOXGLQJ�WKRVH�
ZKR�õSURPRWH�WKH�YLHZV�RI�WKH�,UDQLDQ�PXOODKV�ö�õVXSSRUW�
2VDPD�ELQ�/DGHQ�ö�DQG�õDGYRFDWH�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�RUGLQDU\�
$PHULFDQV�ö�7KH�5HJQHU\�ZHEVLWH�FRQWLQXHG��õ+RURZLW]�H[-
poses 101 academics representative of thousands of radicals 
who teach our young people who also happen to be alleged 
ex–terrorists, racists, murderers, sexual deviants, anti–Sem-
LWHV��DQG�DOï4DHGD�VXSSRUWHUV�ö253 

,Q�D�OHQJWK\�DQG�VHULRXV�DUWLFOH�LQ�WKH�8.òV�Guardian news-
SDSHU��*DU\�<RXQJH�GLVPLVVHG�WKH�+RURZLW]�ERRN�DV�õD�VORSS\�
series of character assassinations, relying more heavily on 
insinuation, inference, suggestion and association than it 
GRHV�RQ�IDFW�ö�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�<RXQJH��õ(YLGHQFH�WR�EDFN�XS�KLV�
central argument that these [left–wing] leanings are at all 
related to a teacher’s ability to be fair, balanced or competent 
LQ�FODVVðDUH�QRQïH[LVWHQW�ö254

<RXQJH�FDXWLRQHG�WKDW�XQOLNH�WKH�����V�õ0F&DUWK\�HUD��
most threats to academic freedom—real or perceived—do 
QRW��\HW��LQYROYH�WKH�VWDWHö�DQG�ODFN�ZLGHVSUHDG�SXEOLF�VXS-
SRUW��<HW�KH�WXUQV�WR�(OOHQ�6FKUHFNHU��DXWKRU�RI�Many Are 
the Crimes McCarthyism in America,255 who argues that some 
FRPSDULVRQV�DUH�DSW��õ,Q�VRPH�UHVSHFWV�LWòV�PRUH�GDQJHURXV�ö�
DUJXHG�6FKUHFNHU��õ0F&DUWK\LVP�GHDOW�PDLQO\�ZLWK�RŀïFDP-
SXV�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLWLHV�ö�EXW�WKH�IRFXV�RQ�ZKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�
the classroom “is very dangerous because it’s reaching into 
the core academic functions of the university, particularly in 



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 35  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

0LGGOHï(DVWHUQ�VWXGLHV�ö256��<RXQJH�FRQFOXGHG�WKDW�õD�JURZ-
ing number of apparently isolated incidents suggests a mood 
which is, if nothing else, determined, relentless and aimed 
RSHQO\�DW�SURJUHVVLYHV�LQ�DFDGHPH�ö257

<RXQJH�QRWHG�ZLWKRXW�FRPPHQW�WKDW�õ+RURZLW]�DFFXVHV�
those who accuse him of McCarthyism of being McCarthyites 
WKHPVHOYHV�ö�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�+RURZLW]��õ$OO�WKH\�GR�LV�WDU�DQG�
IHDWKHU�PH�ZLWK�VODQGHUV�>LWòV@�WKH�SROLWLFV�RI�6WDOLQLVP�ö

:KDW�+RURZLW]�SHGGOHV��QRQHWKHOHVV��LV�0F&DUWK\LVP�
in the form of an ideological witch hunt, aimed primarily 
DW�FDPSXVHV�DQG�XVLQJ�WKH�WDFWLF�RI�EXOO\LQJ�DQG�SDQLFNLQJ�
FROOHJH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�LQWR�DOORZLQJ�KLV�GHVWUXFWLYH�DQG�UHFN-
OHVV�FODLPV�WR�EH�FLUFXODWHG�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDW�PD[LPL]HV�PHGLD�
exposure and fundraising. 

Consider the frame and narrative used in a blurb for 
The Professors��õ7RGD\òV�UDGLFDO�DFDGHPLFV�DUHQòW�WKH�H[FHS-
tion—they’re legion. And far from being harmless, they 
spew violent anti–Americanism, preach anti–Semitism, and 
FKHHU�RQ�WKH�NLOOLQJ�RI�$PHULFDQ�VROGLHUV�DQG�FLYLOLDQV�DOO�WKH�
while collecting tax dollars and tuition fees to indoctrinate 
RXU�FKLOGUHQ�ö258 These same frames and narratives helped 
VHW�XS�+RURZLW]òV�QH[W�ELJ�SURMHFW��õ,VODPRï)DVFLVP�$ZDUH-
QHVV�:HHN�ö�7KH�õ6WXGHQWòV�*XLGH�WR�+RVWLQJ�,VODPRï)DVFLVP�
$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN������ö�LVVXHG�WKH�PDUFKLQJ�RUGHUV�

During the week of October 22–26, 2007, the nation 
will be rocked by the biggest conservative campus 
protest ever – Islamo–Fascism Awareness Week, a 
wake–up call for Americans on 200 university and 
college campuses. 

The purpose of this protest is as simple as it is crucial: 
to confront the two Big Lies of the political left: that 
George Bush created the war on terror and that Global 
Warming is a greater danger to Americans than the 
terrorist threat. Nothing could be more politically 
incorrect than to point this out. But nothing could 
be more important for American students to hear. In 
the face of the greatest danger Americans have ever 
confronted, the academic left has mobilized to create 
V\PSDWK\�IRU�WKH�HQHP\�DQG�WR�ŁJKW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�UDOOLHV�
Americans to defend themselves. According to the 
academic left, anyone who links Islamic radicalism 
to the war on terror is an “Islamophobe.” According 
to the academic left, the Islamo–fascists hate us not 
because we are tolerant and free, but because we are 
“oppressors.”

If there are other groups on campus who share your 
agendas, form a coordinating committee to plan the 
events and deal with the media. As long as a screening 
or speaker is billed as part of Islamo–Fascism Week, 
a group may sponsor an event under its own auspices. 
Thus a campus College Republican club or Hillel could 
sponsor a panel or speaker on a subject related to 
Islamo–Fascism under its own auspices so long as it 
is willing to have it billed as part of Islamo–Fascism 
Awareness Week.259

According to human rights activist Eboo Patel, Islamo–
)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�KDG�DQ�XJO\�REMHFWLYH��õ(YHU\�WLPH�
\RX�VHH�D�0XVOLP��WKH�RUJDQL]HUVûZDQW�\RX�WR�WKLQN�ñWHUURU-
LVW�òö�3DWHO�ZURWH��õ,�XVHG�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�IHDU�DQG�KDWUHG�RI�
0XVOLPV�ZDV�WKH�ODVW�DFFHSWDEOH�SUHMXGLFH�LQ�$PHULFD�ö�:LWK�
HYHQWV�VXFK�DV�,VODPRï)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�DQG�WKH�
SRSXODULW\�ERRNV�VXFK�DV�5REHUW�6SHQFHUòV�Religion of Peace? 
Why Christianity Is and Islam Isn’t,260 however, Patel began to 
UHDOL]H�WKDW�õ,VODPRSKRELD�LV�IDU�ZRUVH�WKDQ�,�WKRXJKW�ö�DQG�
õQRW�MXVW�WKH�ODVW�DFFHSWDEOH�SUHMXGLFH�LQ�$PHULFD��7KHUH�DUH�
people who want you to believe that hating Muslims is your 
SDWULRWLF�GXW\�ö261�7KHQ�3DWHO�ZDUQHG�

The America that I love faces real threats from terror-
ists. Too many of those terrorists call themselves Mus-
lims. Victory requires that we focus like a laser beam 
on these enemies. Anybody encouraging America to 
WDNH�LWV�H\H�Rŀ�WKH�WHUURULVWV�E\�VSLQQLQJ�WKH�LOOXVLRQ�
that all 1.3 billion Muslims in the world are dangerous 
is weakening our national security and endangering 
your life.262

Marcy Newman, a professor in the English Department 
DW�%RLVH�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�,GDKR��QRWHV�WKDW�ZKHQ�+RURZLW]�
VSRNH�DW�%RLVH�6WDWH�LQ�������KH�PDGH�QXPHURXV�VWDWHPHQWV�
about Islam and the Middle East that were not only bigoted, 
EXW�ZHUH�DOVR�PLVWDNHQ�RQ�WKH�PRVW�EDVLF�IDFWV�DERXW�,VODP��
6KH�FKDUJHG�WKDW�+RURZLW]�ZDV�õIHLJQLQJ�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�DQ�
imbalance in the way that faculty educates students about Is-
ODPö�DQG�KLGLQJ�EHKLQG�õWKH�PRQLNHU�RI�DFDGHPLF�IUHHGRP�ö�
More attention needs to be paid to “the context for the view-
SRLQWV�KH�VHHNV�WR�OHJLWLPL]H�LQ�FROOHJH�FODVVURRPV�ö�ZURWH�
1HZPDQ��õ6SHFLŁFDOO\��KH�FUHDWHG�WKLV�QHWZRUN�RI�DFWLYLVWV�WR�
ensure that professors would present an anti–Palestinian and 
DQWLï0XVOLP�SHUVSHFWLYH�LQ�FODVV�ö263

Newman agrees “there is a need for educating Americans 
DERXW�,VODP�ö�EXW�DGGHG�

What we need is understanding and knowledge, not 
propaganda that masquerades as education and does 
QRWKLQJ�WR�IXUWKHU�LQVLJKW�DQG�RQO\�LQłDPHV�DQ�DOUHDG\�
tense divide in the U.S. On a university campus, we 
need nuance and complexity in understanding a reli-
gion that is so woefully maligned in the U.S. media, 
not more propaganda and prejudice that reinforces 
misconceptions about Islam.264

[See the interview with Hosy Nasimi, a student from Boise State]

HOW ISLAMOPHOBIA AND 
ANTISEMITISM INTERACT ON 
CAMPUS: KEY FINDINGS
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INTERVIEW

A CONVERSATION WITH SOPHIA SHAFI

$W�WKH�WLPH�RI�WKH�LQWHUYLHZ��6RSKLD�6KDŁ�ZDV�D�3K�'��
VWXGHQW�DW�WKH�,OLŀ�6FKRRO�RI�7KHRORJ\�LQ�'HQYHU��&ROR-
rado.

%(5/(7��:KDW�GR�\RX�EHOLHYH�DUH�WKH�URRWV�RI�,VODPRSKRELD�
LQ�WKH�8�6�"

6+$),��7KH�URRWV�RI�,VODPRSKRELD�LQ�WKH�:HVW�DQG�LQ�WKH�
8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JR�EDFN�WR�WKH�0LGGOH�$JHV��,Q�P\�UHVHDUFK�
I found that they have not changed much. They’re usually 
focused on the Arab, but also sometimes on the Persian. 
These two often serve as the stand–in for all Muslims, even 
though Arabs are a minority of the world’s Muslims (about 
14 percent) and most of the world’s Muslims are Asians or 
Africans. What I found is that these static stereotypes have 
had a constant repetitive structure over the past 1,400 years, 
and they seem to mostly focus on sex and violence. Usually 
the Muslim is [either] oversexed or sexually repressed and 
YLROHQW��+\SHUVH[XDOL]HG�DQG�K\SHUYLROHQW�LPDJHU\�DUH�TXLWH�
common.

%(5/(7��+RZ�GLG�WKLV�SUHH[LVWLQJ�VHW�RI�VWHUHRW\SHV�SOD\�RXW�
DIWHU�����"

6+$),��7KHUH�ZHUH�VRPH�WKHPHV�RU�LPDJHV�WKDW�VHHPHG�
WR�EH�GRPLQDQW��2QH�RI�WKHP�ZDV�WKH�YHLOHG�RU�EXUNDHG�
ZRPDQ��$QRWKHU�ZDV�WKH�NLQG�RI�K\SHUYLROHQW�0XVOLP�
terrorist or South Asian terrorist. Then another theme that 
ZDV�YHU\�SRSXODU�ZDV�WKLV�LGHD�WKDW�WKH�KLMDFNHUV�FRPPLWWHG�
these crimes to get these 99 virgins in heaven.

%(5/(7��,Q�WHUPV�RI�\RXU�RZQ�SHUVRQDO�H[SHULHQFH��KDYH�\RX�
UXQ�LQWR�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKHUH�HLWKHU�FRQVFLRXVO\�RU�XQFRQVFLRXVO\�
SHRSOH�WDONHG�WR�\RX�XVLQJ�VWHUHRW\SHV�DERXW�0XVOLPV"

6+$),��,�KDYH��:KHQ�,�OLYHG�LQ�1HZ�0H[LFR�,�ZRXOG�JR�WR�WKH�
EDQN�DQG�WKH\òG�VD\�õ6KDŁûZKDW�NLQGD�QDPH�LV�WKDW"ö�,òYH�
JRWWHQ�WKH��õ:K\�DUHQòW�\RX�ZHDULQJ�D�KLMDE"ö�:KHQ�,�ZDV�
PDUULHG��,òP�QRW�PDUULHG�DQ\PRUH���,òG�JHW��õ<RXU�KXVEDQG�
OHWV�\RX�ZRUN"ö�6RûWKRVH�WKLQJV�ZHUH�TXLWH�FRPPRQ��,�OLYH�
in a fairly educated, progressive community [now], so I don’t 
get that as much these days.

%(5/(7��:KHQ�\RX�ORRN�RQ�79��LW�PXVW�EH�GLVKHDUWHQ-
ing to see the repetitive stereotyping and hyperbole used to 
WDON�DERXW��QRW�MXVW�0XVOLPV�EXW�$UDEV�DV�WKH�õ2WKHUö�WKDW�
WKUHDWHQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVûZKDW�+XQWLQJWRQ�XVHG�WR�FDOO�WKH�
clash of civilizations. That argument helped generate not only 
Islamophobia, but also broader themes of xenophobia, nativ-
ism, racism, and national chauvinism. What has the impact 
RI�+XQWLQJWRQòV�WKHVLV�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�0XVOLP�H[SHULHQFH"

6+$),��+XQWLQJWRQòV�WKHVLV�ZDV�XVHG�E\�0LORÊHYLF�WR�H[SODLQ�
or validate his ethnic cleansing of not only Croatian Catho-
lics but even Bosnian Muslims. His argument was that if 
WKH\�ZHUHQòW�VWRSSHG�WKH\òG�WDNH�RYHU�(XURSH��,WòV�û�D�UHSHDW�
of the battle at the end of the [Early] Middle Ages, and he 
was…Charlemagne or something. That’s probably not a good 
analogy, but he saw himself in that role.

%(5/(7��6R�WKHUH�LV�D�JRRG�õXVö�DQG�D�EDG�õWKHP�ö�DQG�
in terms of America the projection appears to be that all 
0XVOLPV�DUH�WHPSWHG�E\�WHUURULVP��DQG�PRVW�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�
recruited by it. That seems absurd.

6+$),��>(VSHFLDOO\@�LI�\RX�ORRN�DW�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�0XVOLPV�LQ�
the world. The estimates of Al Qaeda…it is a very, very small 
number. Another thing that the media does a lot is they tend 
to group all these [Islamic] groups together. And so someone 
ZKRòV�LQ�$O�4DHGD�KDV�WKH�VDPH�LGHRORJ\�DV�+H]EROODK�RU�
+DPDV�RU�,NZKDQ��WKH�0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG��,Q�DFWXDOLW\��
WKHVH�DUH�YHU\��YHU\�GLŀHUHQW�JURXSV��6RPH�KDYH�QDWLRQDO�
JRDOV��$O�4DHGD�LV�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO��WUDQVORFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
that has goals that include everything [from] ending global 
warming to establishing a caliphate, a global caliphate that 
QHYHU�H[LVWHG��6R�WKH\òUH�TXLWH�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�D�JURXS�WKDW�
LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�VWDWH��RU�WKLQNV�
0XEDUDN�LV�DQ�RSSUHVVLYH�W\UDQW��

%(5/(7��,W�ZRXOG�VHHP�WKDW�LQ�WHUPV�RI���XQUDYHOLQJ�WKHVH�
LVVXHV��LW�VHHPV�OLNH�DQ�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�SUREOHP�WR�WU\�DQG�
untangle.

6+$),��,�WKLQN�RQH�RI�WKH�EHVW�ZD\V�WR�WU\�DQG�XQWDQJOH�LW�LV�
WR�ORRN�IRU�VRXUFHV�RXWVLGH�RI�$PHULFDQ�PHGLD�FRQJORPHU-
DWHV��<RX�FDQ�JR�WR�WKH�%%&�RU�WR�$O�-D]HHUD�RU�$ODUDEL\D��,WòV�
probably going to help [sort out] some of these dynamics a 
little bit better because American media generally does not 
GR�D�YHU\�JRRG�MRE�DW�WKLV��WKH\�MXVW�GRQòW�
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HOW ISLAMOPHOBIA AND 
ANTISEMITISM INTERACT ON 
CAMPUS: KEY FINDINGS

The thing about democracy, beloveds, is that it 
is not neat, orderly, or quiet. It requires a certain 
relish for confusion.

—Molly Ivins

B y  t h e  r e s e a r C h  t e a M

AS “CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT” and its associated 
data indicates, PRA has found that Islamophobic and an-
tisemitic incidents on American college campuses are not 
primarily generated by outright and deliberate religious or 
ethnic bigotry. On campuses where Jewish or Muslim iden-
tity are seen as primarily religious and cultural rather than 
political, students who belong to one or another of these 
groups, or neither, tend to behave with respectful curios-
LW\�DQG�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�FRH[LVWHQFH��7KH\�URXWLQHO\�PDNH�
friendships based on other salient commonalities and shared 
interests or experiences. Many describe getting to interact 
ZLWK�SHRSOH�IURP�GLŀHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV�DV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�
aspect of their educations.

35$òV�UHYLHZ�DQG�DQDO\VLV�RI�PDQ\�RI�WKH�PRVW�SXEOLFL]HG�
incidents described as antisemitic and/or Islamophobic on 
RQ�FDPSXV�WKDW�KDYH�WDNHQ�SODFH�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH�VKRZ�
a clear pattern. Most of these incidents have emerged during 
confrontations over policies and politics in the Middle East. 
Moreover, these incidents often emerge when provocative 
external actors and less often, but occasionally, members 
RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�FRPPXQLW\�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�FDPSXV�
as an arena for amplifying their own political or ideologi-
cal positions. Students can and do become engaged in these 
GHEDWHV��6RPHWLPHV�WKHVH�VWXGHQWV�ŁQG�SHUVXDVLRQ�DQG�LGHR-
ORJLFDO�DOLJQPHQW�ZLWK�VXFK�VSHDNHUV��0RUH�RIWHQ��KRZHYHU��
WKH\�DUH�XQSUHSDUHG�WR�TXHVWLRQ�WKH�IDFWLFLW\�RI�WKH�VSHDNHUVò�
statements, are unaware of the implications of the bigoted 
UKHWRULF�DQG�WURSHV�WKHVH�VSHDNHUV�HPSOR\��DQGðSHUKDSV�
most important—these students are often ignorant of the 
self–interest and or historic alignments behind these actors 
and their arguments.

7KXV��WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�DWWHPSW�WR�LQWHUYHQH�DQG�ŁQG�
constructive ways to address antisemitism and Islamophobia 
on campus must turn not only to the community of students, 
faculty, and administrators on campus, but also address 
VRXUFHV�RI�FRQłLFW�WKDW�OLH�EH\RQG�FDPSXV�ERUGHUV�

INCIDENTS MINIMIZED BY STUDENTS
:KLOH�RXU�VWXG\�ORRNV�DW�UHSRUWHG�LQFLGHQWV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�
and Islamophobia, it is important to note that students do 
QRW�DOZD\V�UHFRJQL]H�RU�UHSRUW�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�HYHQ�ZKHQ�WKH\�
DUH�GLUHFWO\�WDUJHWHG��0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�LQ�RXU�ŁHOG�UHVHDUFK�EH-
JDQ�LQWHUYLHZV�E\�VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�EHHQ�OXFN\�QRW�WR�KDYH�

experienced bigotry. However, as the conversation unfolded, 
WKH\�GHWDLOHG�VSHFLŁF�LQFLGHQWV�RI�YHUEDO�DEXVH��0XVOLP�
VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�PRUH�OLNHO\�WKDQ�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�WR�UHSRUW�SHU-
sonal experiences of some type of overt bigotry on campus. 
0RVW�RI�WKHVH�FRQVLVWHG�RI�KHDULQJ�VWDWHPHQWV�GHPRQL]LQJ�
Islam or intrusive comments directed at women wearing hi-
MDE��,PSRUWDQWO\��ERWK�0XVOLP�DQG�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�URXWLQHO\�
DVVHUWHG�WKDW�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�ZHUH�LQVLJQLŁFDQW�RU�KDG�QRW�
really bothered them. In many cases, these so–called minor 
incidents went unreported. Other researchers have proposed 
WKDW�WKLV�WHQGHQF\�WR�PLQLPL]H�DQ�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�SUHMXGLFH�LV�D�
PDQLIHVWDWLRQ�RI�LQWHUQDOL]HG�RSSUHVVLRQ�

CHALLENGES FOR PRACTICING BELIEVERS
Both Jewish and Muslim students are often thrust into roles 
RI�õUHSUHVHQWDWLYHVö�RI�WKHLU�SDUWLFXODU�IDLWK�DQG�HWKQLF�WUDGL-
tions on campus. Our conversations with a wide range of 
students on campuses across the country indicate that Mus-
lim students, especially those who are visible to outsiders by 
their dress or daily prayer practice, tend to expect to play this 
UROH�DQG�DUH�RIWHQ�ZHOOïIRUWLŁHG�WR�WDNH�RQ�WKDW�UHVSRQVLELO-
ity. Jewish students, on the other hand, especially those who 
come from communities where the Jewish presence was un-
UHPDUNDEOH��DUH�RIWHQ�VWDUWOHG�E\�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�XQSUHSDUHG�
for outright bias. When they are challenged on political is-
sues regarding the role of Israel in the Middle East, many feel 
unprepared for the virulence of the debate and, no matter 
ZKDW�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ��KDYH�DFNQRZOHGJHG�IHHOLQJ�IULJKWHQHG�
DQG�H[SRVHG�E\�WKH�GHPDQG�WKDW�WKH\�MXVWLI\�RU�GLVDYRZ�SDVW�
or present Israeli government policies.

0RUHRYHU��SUDFWLFLQJ�EHOLHYHUV�RI�DQ\�IDLWK�RIWHQ�ŁQG�
WKHPVHOYHV�VRPHZKDW�PDUJLQDOL]HG�LQ�FDPSXV�FRPPXQLWLHV��
especially at those schools that have the reputation as bearers 
of rationalist, enlightenment values.

This is less true at schools such as Boston College or 
%UDQGHLV�8QLYHUVLW\��ERWK�SURŁOHG�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW��ZKLFK�DUH�
LQVWLWXWLRQV�ZLWK�VWURQJ�UHOLJLRXV�IRXQGDWLRQV��$�VLJQLŁFDQW�
number of students who choose to enroll there do so because 
of their respect for religious principles or religious studies 
RŀHULQJV�

Charles Cohen is a professor of history and religious 
studies at the University of Wisconsin at Madison. He also 
is the director of the interfaith Lubar Institute for the Study 
of Abrahamic Religions on campus (LISAR). Cohen suspects 
that

…there are more practicing believers of a variety of 
traditions on university campuses than the students 
themselves let on. […] The culture of rationalist 
epistemology in universities is so powerful that other 
WKRXJKWV�VRUW�RI�łRZ�LQ�D�VXEWHUUDQHDQ�ZD\�DQG�YHU\��
very seldom break out.”265

RULING OUT CERTAIN DETERMINANTS
PRA’s research indicates that statistics such as the ratio of 
Jewish or Muslim students to non–Jewish or non–Muslim 
VWXGHQWV��RU�WKH�VL]H�RI�WKDW�UHOLJLRXV�HWKQLF�SRSXODWLRQ�LQ�
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the surrounding community, do not seem to be predictive of 
WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�DQWLVHPLWLF�RU�,VODPRSKRELF�LQFLGHQWV�RQ�D�
particular college campus.

)RUPDO�FDPSXV�RŀHULQJV��VXFK�DV�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�FRXUVHV�
on religious or Middle–Eastern topics, also do not seem to be 
LQGLFDWLYH�RI�WKH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�DQWLVHPLWLF�RU�,VODPRSKRELF�
LQFLGHQWV�RQ�FDPSXV��7KH\�PD\��KRZHYHU��RŀVHW�D�FHUWDLQ�
degree of bigotry based on ignorance. Professors report that 
since 9/11, introductory courses on Islam and Arabic have 
LQFUHDVHG�PDUNHGO\�LQ�SRSXODULW\�

Assertions that resources granted unevenly to one group 
RU�WRSLF�DXWRPDWLFDOO\�LQGLFDWHV�SUHMXGLFH�RU�VWLJPD�GR�QRW�
bear up under close inspection. For example, at Wayne State 
University in Michigan, it appears the reason that more 
Arabic than Hebrew courses are taught is that students 
EHOLHYH�IDPLOLDULW\�ZLWK�$UDELF�ZLOO�KHOS�WKHP�JHW�MREV�ZLWK�
international corporations or positions in the military or 
law enforcement. Circumstances where Muslims were not 
DVVLJQHG�SULYDWH�SUD\HU�VSDFH�W\SLFDOO\�FRXOG�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�
to legitimate competition among student groups for space on 
campus.

STUDENTS TAKE COEXISTENCE INTO THEIR 
OWN HANDS
Our research found many heartening incidents where stu-
GHQWV�WRRN�WKH�MRE�RI�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�ELJRWU\�LQWR�WKHLU�RZQ�
KDQGV��2XU�SURŁOH�RI�%RVWRQ�&ROOHJH�LQFOXGHV�WKLV�UHSRUW�

The experience of a Jewish member of the BC women’s 
hockey team illustrates both the overall acceptance 
and the explicit rejection of prejudice. After someone 
made an antisemitic remark to her, the young woman 
told her team, and the other players responded with 
an overt and universal show of verbal and practical 
support. They decorated the team’s locker room for 
Hanukkah, attended a Shabbat service and meal 
with her, and, when she received a grant to research 
DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��DWWHQGHG�KHU�ŁQDO�
presentation. As this anecdote suggests, while BC is 
QRW�LPPXQH�IURP�LQVHQVLWLYLW\�DQG�RŀHQVLYH�EHKDYLRU��
the counter–response tends to be dramatically larger 
and more substantive.

Humor helps, advises Eboo Patel, founder of Interfaith 
<RXWK�&RUH�

Students at one university invited a well–known, con-
servative anti–Muslim speaker to campus as a part of 
“Islamofascism Awareness Week,” whose talk focused 
on the alleged oppression of women within Islam. 
Rather than staging a protest, or going to his talk and 
arguing against him, a clever female Muslim student 
organized “IslamoFashion Awareness Week” as an 
opportunity to talk about female fashion within Islam 
and open up conversation about the rich diversity of 
female experiences within the tradition. Her events 
were a huge success, and helped to reframe the campus 

atmosphere from one of combat to mutual respect and 
learning.266

Patel notes, “Campuses are a place where students often 
encounter religious diversity with a greater intensity than 
HYHU�EHIRUH��ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�WKLQNLQJ�FULWLFDOO\��PD\EH�
IRU�WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH��DERXW�WKHLU�RZQ�LGHQWLW\��WKH�LGHQWLWLHV�
RI�RWKHUV��DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WR�RWKHUV�ö�267 Ongoing 
VWXGHQWïJHQHUDWHG�LQWHUIDLWK�LQWHUFXOWXUDO�SURMHFWV�DUH�D�
VWURQJ�FRXQWHUZHLJKW�WR�RFFDVLRQDO�LQłDPPDWRU\�LQFLGHQWV��
6WXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�HQJDJH�LQ�VKDUHG�DFWLYLWLHV�QRW�
only create awareness but also support a durable sense of ca-
maraderie among student participants. We have highlighted 
QXPHURXV�H[DPSOHV�RI�VXFK�SURMHFWV�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW�

&ROOHJH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�FDQ�KHOS�NHHS�FDPSXV�GHEDWHV�
from escalating into bigotry by establishing and/or support-
LQJ�VWXGHQW�LQWHUIDLWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��7KHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
DUH�PRUH�UHVLOLHQW�DQG�OHVV�VXEMHFW�WR�SUHVVXUH�DQG�SRWHQWLDO�
manipulation by outside interests.

CAMPUS ADMINISTRATION
How a school responds to antisemitic and Islamophobic 
incidents or controversies around the Middle East is impor-
tant. When a university administration has no policy in place 
WR�GHDO�ZLWK�VXFK�FRQłLFW��WKH�UHVXOW�FDQ�EH�PRUH�GDPDJLQJ�
to the long–term atmosphere on campus and the reputation 
RI�WKDW�VFKRRO�DV�D�SODFH�WKDW�LV�VDIH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�RI�GLŀHUHQW�
EDFNJURXQGV�WKDQ�WKH�DFWXDO�FRQłLFW�LWVHOI��7RR�IHZ�DGPLQLV-
trators anticipate a need to set clear standards regarding ap-
propriate behavior on campus in a way that actually reaches 
students.

Members of a campus community must consider a range 
of possible responses before an incident occurs. The Anti–
Defamation League has produced resources explaining how 
institutional codes of conduct may be improved, including 
the laws governing the acceptable range of student speech on 
a public or private campus. Our review of alleged antisemitic 
DQG�DOOHJHG�,VODPRSKRELF�LQFLGHQWV�ZKLFK�UHFHLYHG�VLJQLŁ-
cant media coverage indicates that when college administra-
WRUV�DYRLG�WDNLQJ�VWURQJ�VWDQGV�WR�ERWK�VXSSRUW�WKH�SHUVRQDO�
VDIHW\�RI�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�DQG�DŃUP�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�PHD-
sured, civil discourse on campus, other interested outside 
SDUWLHV�LQYDULDEO\�VWHS�LQ�WR�ŁOO�WKH�YRLG�

7DVN�IRUFHV�DQG�RWKHU�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�RU�TXDVLïOHJDO�VWUXF-
WXUHV�FUHDWHG�H[SUHVVO\�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�VSHFLŁF�LQFLGHQWV�GR�QRW�
KDYH�D�JRRG�WUDFN�UHFRUG�RI�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQłLFWV�SURGXF-
tively. Such reactive responses often fail to solve a problem, 
PXFK�OHVV�DGGUHVV�WKH�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�FRQłLFW��$V�DQ�H[DPSOH��
we explore a series of incidents at the University of California 
DW�,UYLQH��$Q�RŀïFDPSXV�FRPPXQLW\�7DVN�)RUFH�ZDV�FRQ-
YHQHG�LQ������WR�ZRUN�ZLWK�FDPSXV�JURXSV�WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�
DOOHJHG�DQWLVHPLWLF�DWPRVSKHUH�DW�,UYLQH��7KH�7DVN�)RUFH�ZDV�
perceived to be listening to only the most alarmist voices; 
FRQVHTXHQWLDOO\��+LOOHO�DQG�LWV�DŃOLDWH��$QWHDWHUV�IRU�,VUDHO��
GLVWDQFHG�WKHPVHOYHV�IURP�WKH�7DVN�)RUFHòV�ZRUN��:KHQ�WKH\�
did, outside, right–wing Jewish groups moved in.
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THE WORLD BEYOND THE CAMPUS
Colleges and universities do not exist in a vacuum. Campuses 
consist of undergraduate and graduate students, profes-
VRUV��VWDŀ��DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��DQG�PHPEHUV�RI�FDPSXV�DŃOL-
ated national groups, among others. These groups interact 
ZLWK�ORFDO�FRPPXQLWLHV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�
national and international debates, many of which are repre-
VHQWHG�E\�RXWVLGH�DGYRFDWHV�DQG�DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�

6RPH�FDPSXV�JURXSV��HVSHFLDOO\�ELJïWHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
EHFRPH�GH�IDFWR�DUELWUDWRUV�IRU�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQłLFWV�EXW�
WKH\�DUH�QRW�DOZD\V�SUHSDUHG�WR�DGGUHVV�WKHP�HŀHFWLYHO\��2XU�
SURŁOH�RI�+LOOHO�REVHUYHV�

Hillel does not have a strong organizational focus on 
FRPEDWLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP��$V�-Hŀ�5XELQ��+LOOHOòV�DV-
sociate vice president for communications explains, 
Hillel deals with antisemitism on campus from a 
pastoral perspective. Hillel professionals are trained 
in social work. To a limited degree, Hillel also deals 
with antisemitism from a policy perspective. Hillel did 
co–sponsor a manual on “Fighting Holocaust Denial 
in Campus Newspaper Advertisements” but doesn’t 
link to it on the Hillel website. When they do discuss 
antisemitism in public, Hillel uses the draft European/
(80&�GHŁQLWLRQ��7KLV�GUDIW�GHŁQLWLRQ�ZDV�DGRSWHG�
without public discussion or Congressional oversight 
by the U.S. State Department.268

National Hillel published an excellent report on campus 
antisemitism in 2007, and various Hillel campus chapters 
have played an important role in helping facilitate interfaith 
HŀRUWV�269

FANNING THE FLAMES
A variety of well–funded external individuals and groups 
KDYH�EHHQ�UHSHDWHGO\�OLQNHG�WR�FDPSXV�FRQIURQWDWLRQV�WKDW�
fall under the umbrella of Islamophobia and antisemitism. 
6RPH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�LQYLWHG�LQłDPPDWRU\�DQG�ELJRWHG�
VSHDNHUV�WR�FDPSXV��7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�SRVVLEOH�UHDVRQV�
VXFK�VSHDNHUV�KDYH�EHHQ�ZHOFRPHG�

ú� 7KH�LQYLWHU�LV�XQDZDUH�WKDW�WKH�VSHDNHU�KDV�EHHQ�
FULWLFL]HG�DV�ELJRWHG�

ú� 7KH�LQYLWHU�LV�DZDUH�RI�WKH�DOOHJDWLRQV�RI�ELJRWU\�EXW�
dismisses these allegations.

ú� 7KH�LQYLWHU�KDV�EHHQ�SUHVVXUHG�E\�RXWVLGH�JURXSV�RU�
individuals (including religious or political mentors 
or relatives), even though the inviter is aware of the 
allegations of bigotry.

ú� 7KH�LQYLWHU�VHHNV�WR�SXQLVK�WKH�RSSRVLWLRQ�RQ�FDP-
SXV�E\�EULQJLQJ�LQ�D�õELJ�QDPHö�VSHDNHU�ZKR�ZLOO�
blast the opposition, and any potential bigotry is 
deemed less important than a highly visible con-
frontation.

6RPH�KLJKïSURŁOH�LQGLYLGXDOV�RQ�ERWK�WKH�5LJKW�DQG�
the Left (and comprised of Jews, Muslims, Christians, and 

SXQGLWV�ZLWKRXW�VWURQJ�UHOLJLRXV�LGHQWLWLHV��LQłDPH�FROOHJH�
debate in their presentations to student groups. They use 
their own celebrity to amplify media coverage of campus in-
FLGHQWV��7KH\�WKHQ�XVH�SXEOLFL]HG�FDPSXV�FRQłLFW�WR�EROVWHU�
WKHLU�RZQ�DUJXPHQWV��UDLVH�WKHLU�RZQ�SURŁOHV��RU�JHQHUDWH�
IXQGV�IRU�WKHLU�RZQ�LQLWLDWLYHV��2QH�RI�WKH�ZRUVW�RŀHQGHUV�
LV�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�DQG�KLV�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�)UHHGRP�&HQWHU��
Our analysis of published and broadcast media reports shows 
that rhetoric containing allegations that are Islamophobic or 
$UDERSKRELF�LV�IDU�PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�DSSHDU�LQ�PDMRU�FRPPHUFLDO�
media than antisemitic rhetoric. Importantly, campus inci-
dents involving allegations of Islamophobia seldom receive 
proportionate media attention.

MEDIA
Media can play both negative and positive roles in intergroup 
FRQłLFWV��DQG�WKDW�KDV�EHHQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�WUXH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�PH-
GLD�FRYHUDJH�IROORZLQJ�WKH������DWWDFNV�270

“Factors that contribute to Islamophobia may vary by 
FRQWH[W�ö�H[SODLQV�(ULN�1LVEHW��D�FRPPXQLFDWLRQV�SURIHVVRU�
at Ohio State University.271�1LVEHW�FRQWLQXHV���

For example, in Europe, Islamophobia is driven by 
Muslim immigration and direct intergroup contact 
since Muslims can be as high as 5–10% of the total 
population in some countries (in comparison, Afri-
can–Americans are about 12% of the population in 
the United States). However, in the U.S. where the 
estimated Muslim population is below 2% of the total 
population,  Islamophobia is more often driven by the 
media and cues from political or religious elites, what 
scholars call “mediated intergroup contact.” 272

,Q������)DLUQHVV�	�$FFXUDF\�LQ�5HSRUWLQJ��)$,5���WKH�QD-
tional media watchdog group, released the report, Smearcast-
ing: How Islamophobes Spread Fear, Bigotry and Misinfor-
mation.273 According to FAIR, the report “describes a loose 
QHWZRUN�RI�ULJKWïZLQJ��DQWLï0XVOLP�SDUWLVDQV�ZKR�UHJXODUO\�
XVH�LQQXHQGR��TXHVWLRQDEOH�VRXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��DQG�
HYHQ�OLHV�WR�VPHDU��DQG�HŀHFWLYHO\�PDUJLQDOL]H��0XVOLPV�LQ�
WKH�PHGLD�ö274 7KH�GR]HQ�RŀHQGHUV�VLQJOHG�RXW�E\�WKH�UHSRUW�
ZHUH�

ú� 7DON�VKRZ�KRVWV�%LOO�2ò5HLOO\��6HDQ�+DQQLW\��0LFKDHO�
6DYDJH��DQG�*OHQQ�%HFN��

ú� &KULVWLDQ�5LJKW�WHOHYDQJHOLVW�3DW�5REHUWVRQ�

ú� &RQVHUYDWLYH�DFWLYLVWV�0LFKHOOH�0DONLQ�DQG�'DYLG�
+RURZLW]��

ú� :ULWHUV�DQG�FRPPHQWDWRUV�0DUN�6WH\Q��5REHUW�
Spencer, and Debbie Schlussel; and

ú� $FDGHPLF�'DQLHO�3LSHV�

In a case study, FAIR reported how Pipes wrote a criti-
cal essay that became “a successful campaign to oust the 
SULQFLSDO�RI�D�VHFXODU�$UDELFïODQJXDJH�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\�SXEOLF�
VFKRRO�ö�7KH�SULQFLSDO�ZDV�'HEELH�$OPRQWDVHU��ZKR�KDG�EHHQ�
praised by human rights groups for her “history of forging 
LQWHUIDLWK�DQG�LQWHUHWKQLF�DOOLDQFHVö�ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�ZRUNLQJ�
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ZLWK�WKH�$QWLï'HIDPDWLRQ�/HDJXH�LQ�DQWLïELDV�ZRUNVKRSV�.275 

Instead, a smear campaign falsely branded her as a “stealth 
,VODPLVW�ö�DQG�õPHGLD�SUHVVXUH�HYHQWXDOO\�IRUFHG�KHU�WR�UH-
VLJQ�ö�276 Pipes’s essays appeared on his website pipelinenews.
org and campus-watch.org.

7KH�ORFDO�PHGLD�DWWDFNV�ZHUH�OHG�E\�WKH�FRQVHUYDWLYH�New 
York Post and New York Sun, and especially by Alicia Colon, 
an op–ed columnist for the Sun.277 Colon said Pipes prompted 
her concern with a column where he predicted that the 
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�WKH�VFKRRO�õZLOO�JHQHUDWH�VHULRXV�SUREOHPV�ö�
$FFRUGLQJ�WR�3LSHV��õ,�VD\�WKLV�EHFDXVH�$UDELFïODQJXDJH�
instruction is inevitably laden with pan–Arabist and Islamist 
baggage….learning Arabic in and of itself promotes an 
,VODPLF�RXWORRN�ö�3LSHV�JRHV�RQ�WR�FODLP�WKDW�$OPRQWDVHU�VDLG�
WKDW�õ$UDEV�RU�0XVOLPVûDUH�LQQRFHQW�RI�WKH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�
RI�6HSWHPEHU����������ö278

:HOO�NQRZQ�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�UHSRUWHU�/DUU\�&RKOHUï(VVHV�RI�
Jewish Week�WUDFNHG�GRZQ�WKH�IXOO�TXRWH�DQG�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�
Almontaser had actually told some students “I don’t recog-
QL]H�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�FRPPLWWHG�WKH�DWWDFNV�DV�HLWKHU�$UDEV�RU�
Muslims….Those people who did it have stolen my identity 
DV�DQ�$UDE�DQG�KDYH�VWROHQ�P\�UHOLJLRQ�ö279 

7KH�ZHEVLWH�RI�WKH�+DUG�5LJKW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�$FFXUDF\�LQ�
0HGLD��DLP�RUJ��SLFNHG�XS�3LSHVòV�DOOHJDWLRQV�280 A number 
RI�XQIDLU�DWWDFNV�ZHUH�SRVWHG�RQ�PLOLWDQWLVODPPRQLWRU�RUJ��
VXFK�DV��õ'KDEDK�$OPRQWDVHUòV�H[WUHPLVW�KLMDE�PDNHRYHUð
)URP�IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�WR�,VODPR�IDVKLRQLVWD�ö281

Another case study by FAIR covered how “Conservative 
FROXPQLVW�DQG�,QWHUQHW�DFWLYLVW�0LFKHOOH�0DONLQ�SUHVVXUHG�
'XQNLQò�'RQXWV�LQWR�GURSSLQJ�DQ�DG�IHDWXULQJ�FHOHEULW\�
FKHI�5DFKDHO�5D\�ZHDULQJ�D�EODFNïDQGïZKLWH�VFDUI�ö�0DONLQ�
PLVWDNHQO\�LGHQWLŁHG�5D\òV�VFDUI�DV�D�NHŃ\HK��D�WUDGLWLRQDO�
headcovering worn in many regions of the Middle East by 
$UDEV�DQG�RWKHUV��0DONLQ�FDOOHG�WKH�NHŃ\HK�D�V\PERO�RI�
WKH�õPXUGHURXV�3DOHVWLQLDQ�MLKDG�ö282 Islamophobic rhetoric 
appears across the right–wing media, including the Human 
Events�QHZVSDSHU�DQG�'DYLG�+RURZLW]òV�IURQWSDJHPDJ�FRP�
DQG�KLV�ZHEVLWH�GHYRWHG�WR�EODFNOLVWLQJ�OHIWLVWV��GLVFRYHU-
WKHQHWZRUNV�RUJ��

We previously discussed the report Same Hate, New 
Target: Islamophobia and its Impact in the United States; Janu-
ary 2009–December 2010��7KH�UHSRUW�ZDV�LVVXHG�MRLQWO\�E\�
WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�5DFH�	�*HQGHU�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRU-
QLD��%HUNHOH\�DQG�WKH�&RXQFLO�RQ�$PHULFDQï,VODPLF�5HOD-
tions (CAIR). In the report, along with an extensive survey 
of Islamophopbia on various media outlets, the authors 
LGHQWLŁHG�WKRVH�WKH\�FRQVLGHUHG�DPRQJ�WKH�ZRUVW�RŀHQGHUV��
LQFOXGLQJ�

ú� 3DPHOD�*HOOHU�DQG�6WRS�WKH�,VODPL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD�
(SIOA);

ú� 5REHUW�6SHQFHU�DQG�-LKDG�:DWFK�

ú� %ULJLWWH�*DEULHO�DQG�$FW��)RU�$PHULFD�

ú� )UDQN�*DŀQH\�DQG�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�6HFXULW\�3ROLF\�
(CSP);

ú� 6WHYHQ�(PHUVRQ�DQG�WKH�,QYHVWLJDWLYH�3URMHFW�RQ�7HU-
rorism (IPT);

ú� 'DQLHO�3LSHV�DQG�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�)RUXP�DQG�&DP-
pus Watch; and

ú� 1HZW�*LQJULFK283

In 2011 and 2012, Gingrich made Islamophobia a centerpiece 
of his campaign for the Republican nomination for President. 

The report also singled out four members of Congress 
who, in October 2009, “called for an investigation of Mus-
OLP�&DSLWRO�+LOO�LQWHUQVö�ZKR�WKH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV��ZLWK�QR�
evidence) feared might be spies. The representatives were, 
apparently, worried that these interns might have ties to 
terrorist Osama bin Laden or Al–Qaeda. The four were Reps. 
-RKQ�6KDGHJJ��5ï$=���3DXO�%URXQ��5ï*$���7UHQW�)UDQNV��5ï
$=���DQG�6XH�0\ULFN��5ï1&��284

/DFN�RI�IDFWïFKHFNLQJ�DQG�JHQHUDO�FUHGXOLW\�RQ�WKH�SDUW�
RI�DQ�XQGHUVWDŀHG�DQG�XQGHUïUHVRXUFHG�PHGLD�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�
Islamophobic campus incidents creates problems. This par-
WLFXODUO\�LUNHG�35$�ŁHOG�UHVHDUFKHU�0LFKHOOH�*ROGEHUJ��ZKR�
studied a number of incidents at Columbia University [see 
UHODWHG�SURŁOH�LQ�WKLV�UHSRUW@��6KH�GHVFULEHG�WKH�H[SHULHQFHV�
RI�RQH�SURIHVVLRQDO�MRXUQDOLVW�ZKR�PDGH�WKH�HŀRUW�WR�LQYHVWL-
JDWH�WKH�VHULRXV�DOOHJDWLRQV�

Liel Leibovitz, for example, was working as an editor 
at 7KH�-HZLVK�:HHN when he got a call from someone 
at the David Project285 telling him about [the documen-
tary video] “Columbia Unbecoming” and urging him to 
ZULWH�DERXW�LW��7KH�FDOOHU�WROG�KLP�WKDW�WKH�ŁOP�VKRZHG�
“serious, institution–wide persecution of Israeli stu-
dents.” Leibovitz, himself an Israeli and a Columbia 
graduate student, was skeptical, since this descrip-
tion didn’t match his own experience. But he was also 
LQWULJXHG�VR�KH�DVNHG�WR�VHH�WKH�ŁOP��7KH�FDOOHU�VDLG�
he couldn’t because the documentary wasn’t public, 
but that he should write about it anyway. Leibovitz 
refused. Some of his colleagues, he noted, were less 
reticent.

/HLERYLW]�GHFLGHG�WR�GR�VRPH�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ŁOPòV�
accusations. With the help of a friend in the registrar’s 
RŃFH�KH�JRW�D�OLVW�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDG�WDNHQ�FODVVHV�
with the professors singled out in the documentary. Of 
them, he chose 36 names, 30 of which he thought were 
Jewish, and contacted them to ask them about their 
experiences. Not one reported anything like anti–Semi-
tism or political intimidation.286

In the case of campus incidents of antisemitism or Islam-
ophobia, there may be ample media coverage of the incident 
itself, but little follow–up concerning steps students, faculty, 
DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�PD\�KDYH�WDNHQ�WR�FRQIURQW�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�
educate their campus community.287
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PATHS FORWARD

B y  C h i P  B e r l e t

DURING THE EARLY STAGES OF THIS PROJECT one of our 
UHVHDUFKHUV�VSRNH�ZLWK�D�SURIHVVRU�DW�D�FROOHJH�LQ�0RQWDQD�
who, in the face of the heated controversies nationwide, had 
pulled together a seminar on Islam and Judaism to educate 
students, the campus, and the surrounding community. 
When contacted, he expressed surprise, claiming he only 
had done what any reputable college would have done. 

At San Francisco State University, a campus that gained 
national headlines as a hotbed of bigotry, most students 
TXHVWLRQHG�RQ�FDPSXV�D�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU�KDG�QR�LGHD�WKHUH�KDG�
ever been a confrontation between students over any issues 
involving antisemitism, Judaism, Islam, or the Middle East. 
On the other hand, administrators and faculty explained in 
GHWDLO�WKH�VWHSV�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�KDG�WDNHQ�WR�FKDOOHQJH�HQ-
trenched stereotypes. One administrator bemoaned the fact 
WKDW�HYHU\�IRXQGDWLRQ�RU�JRYHUQPHQW�JUDQW�VHHNLQJ�DVVLV-
tance in this regard by the college was turned down.

Along the way we ran into news articles about the “Three 
$PLJRV�ö�:H�WUDFNHG�WKDW�WR�,PDP�-DPDO�5DKPDQ��3DVWRU�
'RQ�0DFNHQ]LH��DQG�5DEEL�7HG�)DOFRQ�LQ�6HDWWOHðWKUHH�LQWHU-
faith amigos who use their spiritual wisdom and easy humor 
to “openly address the usual taboos of interfaith dialogue — 
WKH�ñDZNZDUGò�SDUWV�RI�HDFK�WUDGLWLRQ�ð�LQ�RUGHU�WR�FUHDWH�D�
PRUH�DXWKHQWLF�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ö

At the private Jesuit St. Louis University in Missouri, a 
�����DSSHDUDQFH�E\�'DYLG�+RURZLW]��FR�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�
&ROOHJH�5HSXEOLFDQV�DQG�<RXQJ�$PHULFDòV�)RXQGDWLRQ��ZDV�
UHMHFWHG�E\�'HDQ�RI�6WXGHQWV�6FRWW�6PLWK��ZKR�WROG�UHSRUWHUV�
KH�HVSHFLDOO\�ZDV�WURXEOHG�E\�õWKH�EODQNHWHG�XVH�RI�WKH�WHUP�
,VODPR�)DVFLVP�ö288

6WXGHQW�YROXQWHHUV�DW�WKH�&RQIHUHQFH�RQ�:RUOG�$ŀDLUV�DW�
WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RORUDGR�DW�%RXOGHU�ZHUH�DPRQJ�WKH�ŁUVW�WR�
EH�LQWHUYLHZHG�IRU�WKH�SURMHFW��6WDUWHG�LQ������õDV�D�IRUXP�RQ�
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�DŀDLUV�ö�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�õH[SDQGHG�UDSLGO\�LQ�LWV�
early years to encompass the arts, media, science, diploma-
cy, technology, environment, spirituality, politics, business, 
PHGLFLQH��KXPDQ�ULJKWV�ö�DQG�PRUH�289 Panels have included 
Jews, Muslims, and Christians struggling with their religion’s 
history and practices. It is an iron-clad rule at the conference 
that panelists must treat each other and the audience with 
respect—or they will never again be invited to participate.290

7KH�PRVW�LPSUHVVLYH�LQWHUIDLWK�FDPSXV�SURMHFW�ZH�
found was at the University of Wisconsin in Madison. 
There, the Lubar Institute for the Study of Abrahamic Re-
ligions (LISAR) brings together not only Jews and Muslims 
but also students and faculty from a range of faith tradi-
tions in settings that span from shared meals to volunteer 
DFWLYLWLHV�LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�WR�IXOO�VFDOH�UHVHDUFK�SURM-
ects.291�&KDUOHV�&RKHQ��IRXQGLQJ�GLUHFWRU�RI�/,6$5��VHHNV�
WR�H[SDQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DERXW�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�UHOLJLRQV��
-XGDLVP��&KULVWLDQLW\��DQG�,VODP��+H�WKLQNV�WKHUH�DUH�VWLOO�
gaps at universities in the United States in terms of increas-
ing respectful interaction despite the reality of religious 
DQG�SROLWLFDO�GLŀHUHQFHV�

At one level, I’ll call it academic, is an enterprise to 
think about research about the historical cultural reli-
gious interactions of Judaism, Christianity and Islam 
as parts of a larger tradition rather than as individual 
religious traditions, and to see them always as in dia-
logue with each other, in contest with each other if you 
will—which has certainly often happened—but not in 
isolation.292

Cohen sees that carrying over into the other level of ac-
tual interactions among “Christians, Muslims and Jews. “ In 
WHUPV�RI�VFKRODUVKLS��KH�H[SODLQV��WKDW�PHDQV�HŀRUWV�WR�õHQ-
gage religious leaders as well, members of the laity and non–
PHPEHUV�RI�WKHVH�FRPPXQLWLHV��7KDW�LQFOXGHV�VWXGHQWV�ö�,Q�
WHUPV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�WKHUH�VKRXOG�EH�PRUH�HŀRUWV�WR�HQFRXU-
age people on campus “to learn about each other’s traditions 
and simply meet each other to discover each other as living 
PHPEHUV�RI�WKRVH�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�DV�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�ö292

A collection of online resources to extend this discussion is at 
KWWS���ZZZ�UHVHDUFKIRUSURJUHVV�XV�FDPSFRQ��

REFERENCES
1RWH��,Q�VRPH�FDVH�IXOO�FLWHV�DUH�UHSHDWHG�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�OLQNLQJ�
to online resources. All of these resources were consulted 
during the research phase, and their inclusion here is not 
necessarily an indication of approval or disapproval.



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 42  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

PROFILES AND PORTRAITS

AS DESCRIBED IN OUR INTRODUCTION, in developing this report, PRA investigated a wide variety of U.S. college cam-

puses. These schools were both public and private, were based in various regions of the country, were of various 

VL]HV��RŀHUHG�GLŀHUHQW�FXUULFXOD��DQG�HQUROOHG�GLŀHUHQW�FRPELQDWLRQV�RI�VWXGHQWV��DQG�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��GLŀHUHQW�

FRPELQDWLRQV�RI�VWXGHQW�EDFNJURXQGV��UHOLJLRXV�DŃOLDWLRQV��DQG�HWKQLFLWLHV���:H�VHOHFWHG�D�PL[�RI�FDPSXVHVðWKRVH�

ZKHUH�KLJK�SURŁOH�LQFLGHQWV�WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�GHHPHG�DQWLVHPLWLF�RU�,VODPRSKRELF�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH�DQG�WKRVH�WKDW�

VHHPHG�WR�EH�FDOP�RU�ZHDWKHULQJ�LQWHUIDLWK�LVVXHV�LQ�D�SURGXFWLYH�ZD\��:H�FRPPLVVLRQHG�VRPH�SURŁOHV�WKDW�GH-

scribed certain campuses in very broad terms that highlighted the range of their curricula and activities, and others 

WKDW�IRFXVHG�LQ�RQ�VSHFLŁF�LQLWLDWLYHV��

,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��ZH�HQJDJHG�DXWKRUV�WR�YLVLW�FDPSXVHV�DQG�VSHDN�WR�VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\��DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�LQ�

person. In other cases, the research was conducted primarily over telephone and email as well as in the archives of 

FRQWHPSRUDU\�DFFRXQWV�E\�SURIHVVLRQDO�MRXUQDOLVWV��DGYRFDWHV��DQG�VWXGHQWV��SULPDULO\�WKURXJK�UHYLHZ�RI�VWXGHQW�

QHZVSDSHUV���:H�LQWHQWLRQDOO\�VHOHFWHG�D�JURXS�RI�FRQWULEXWRUV�ZKR�ZRXOG�UHSUHVHQW�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�EDFNJURXQGV��

YRLFHV��DQG�RSLQLRQV��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�FHUWDLQ�SDUWLFXODUO\�ZHOO�SXEOLFL]HG�LQFLGHQWV��ZH�FRPPLVVLRQHG�PRUH�WKDQ�RQH�

writer to contribute to the discussion, and/or provided a more in-depth sidebar addressing a particular controversy. 

That antisemitic and Islamophobic acts have actually occurred on campus is indisputable. However, given the 

DUUD\�RI�HYLGHQFH�DERXW�DQ\�JLYHQ�FDPSXV�LQFLGHQW��LW�LV�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�D�UHDGHU�ZLOO�FRPH�XS�ZLWK�D�GLŀHUHQW�DVVHVV-

PHQW�RI�WKH�HYHQW�WKDQ�GLG�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�WKH�SURŁOH�RU�VXSSOHPHQWDU\�PDWHULDO��35$�LV�FRPPLWWHG�WR�ZHOO�VXEVWDQWL-

ated research and to analysis based on facts. At the same time, openness to interpretation of those facts is complete-

ly within our intention to foster a broad range of perspectives. 

0DQ\�RI�WKHVH�FDPSXV�SURŁOHV�UHIHU�WR�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�DFWRUV�LQ�FDPSXV�OLIH�RYHU�

WKH�SDVW�GHFDGH��:KLOH�ZH�KDYH�HQGHDYRUHG�WR�OLPLW�RYHUODS�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ��VRPH�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQV�DQG�UHIHUHQFHV�DUH�

made more than once for ease in reading.

1R�VLQJOH�FDPSXV�SURŁOH�H[HPSOLŁHV�DOO�RI�WKH�LVVXHV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�URRWV�RU�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�

either antisemitism or Islamophobia on campus. Neither does any single author represent the position of PRA as an 

RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RQ�WKHVH�FRPSOH[�DQG�FRQWHQWLRXV�LVVXHV��2YHU�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�FRPSLOLQJ�WKLV�VHULHV�RI�SURŁOHV��ZH�GLV-

FHUQHG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�WKHPHV�DQG�SDWWHUQV�WKDW�KDYH�DOUHDG\�EHHQ�GLVFXVVHG�DQG�RWKHUV�ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�DQDO\]HG�EHORZ��

Certain salient facts remain anecdotal at this time, but these, too, point the way for targeted research that we believe 

will help build more constructive engagements around, and responses to, antisemitic and Islamophobic behaviors 

on campus when they do arise. 

CAMPUS PROFILES
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA  
AT BERKELEY

UC BERKELEY AND THE INTERSECTION  
OF POLITICS AND PREJUDICE

Pa M e l a  K .  tay l o r

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�DW�%HUNHOH\�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�FODV-
VLŁHG�E\�YDULRXV�-HZLVK�JURXSV�DV�D�EDVWLRQ�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP��
7KHVH�IHHOLQJV�DUH�VR�VWURQJ�WKDW�VRPH�FRQFHUQHG�RUJDQL]D-
tions and individuals have recommended that, until the 
atmosphere improves, Jewish students should not attend 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\��8&�%HUNHOH\���,Q�VWDUN�FRQ-
WUDVW��%HUNHOH\�+LOOHO�DUJXHV�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�DUH�WKULYLQJ�DW�
8&�%HUNHOH\�DQG�WKDW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LV�QRW�D�VHULRXV�SUREOHP��
+RZ�FDQ�WKH�FRPSOH[�G\QDPLFV�WKDW�PDNH�IRU�VXFK�VWDUNO\�
GLŀHUHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�EH�XQWDQJOHG"

7KH�8&�%HUNHOH\�VWXGHQW�ERG\�KDV�FORVH�WR��������VWX-
GHQWV��LQ�������WKHUH�ZHUH��������XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�DQG��������
SXUVXLQJ�JUDGXDWH�GHJUHHV��2I�WKHVH��������RI�XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�
and 1,912 of graduate students were international students. 
Based on the freshman class in 2010, the largest group of stu-
dents on campus is Asian American, at 45.7 percent, followed 
by Whites at 31.7 percent, Latinos at 11.5 percent and African 
$PHULFDQV�DW�����SHUFHQW��8&�%HUNHOH\��OLNH�PRVW�$PHULFDQ�
XQLYHUVLWLHV��GRHV�QRW�WUDFN�UHOLJLRXV�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ�RŃFLDOO\��
but Hillel estimates that there are 2,500 Jewish undergradu-
ates and about 500 Jewish graduate students. From incom-
ing student surveys, estimates put the number of Muslim 
XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�DURXQG������6WXGHQWV�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\�FDQ�
WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�PDMRUV�DQG�PLQRUV�LQ�PDQ\�FXUULFXODU�DUHDV�
including religious, ethnic, and Jewish studies programs, and 
Near Eastern and Southeast Asian studies. 

ISLAMOPHOBIA IN DAILY LIFE
0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\�VD\�WKDW�OLIH�IRU�0XVOLPV�
on campus is good. Of the 15 Muslim Student Association 
members interviewed in 2009, all stated that they felt wel-
comed and safe on campus. Most shared the sentiment that 
San Francisco is a very liberal, very tolerant city and that UC 
%HUNHOH\�UHłHFWV�WKH�DWWLWXGH�RI�WKH�VXUURXQGLQJ�FRPPXQLW\�

Despite this overall assessment, nearly half of the stu-
dents had experienced verbal harassment or other Islamo-
phobic incidents. For instance, one young woman who was 
wearing a headscarf reported a couple of young men driving 
SDVW�KHU�VKRXWLQJ��õ:KHUH�DUH�WKH�ORFDO�MLKDG�FDPSV"ö�7KLV�
\RXQJ�ZRPDQ�ODXJKHG�Rŀ�WKH�LQFLGHQW�DV�IXQQ\��$�VHFRQG�
student explained, “These are the things I don’t remember, I 
MXVW�IRUJHW�DERXW�WKHP��7KH\�ZHUH�PRVWO\�YHUEDO��EXW�,�GRQòW�
UHDOO\�UHPHPEHU�VSHFLŁFV�ö�6WXGHQWV�VWDŃQJ�WKH�0XVOLP�
Students Association (MSA) information table on Sproul 
3OD]D�KDG�VLPLODU�DWWLWXGHV��õ0RVW�SHRSOH�FRPH�WR�DVN�JHQX-
LQH�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�DUH�YHU\�RSHQ�PLQGHG��:H�GRQòW�JHW�D�ORW�
SDVVLYH�DJJUHVVLYHQHVV�LQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQV�ö�RQH�RI�WKH�ZRPHQ�
H[SODLQHG��õ:KHQ�ZH�GR�JHW�VQLGH�UHPDUNV��ZH�MXVW�SDVV�LW�Rŀ�
DV�LPPDWXULW\�ö�

(OL]DEHWK�*LOOLV��'LUHFWRU�RI�6SHFLDO�3URMHFWV��'LYLVLRQ�RI�
(TXLW\�	�,QFOXVLRQ�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\��UHPHPEHUHG�D�PRUH�VHUL-
ous incident in which a group of eight Muslim women, three 
of whom were wearing headscarves, were harassed by three 
men in a car. The men, one of whom had his head covered by 
D�EODQNHW��GURYH�XS�WR�WKH�ZRPHQ��FDOOHG�WKHP�UDFLVW�QDPHV�
and threw bottles of water at them. They drove away and 
WKHQ�UHWXUQHG��WHUULI\LQJ�WKH�JLUOV�ZKR�GLG�QRW�NQRZ�ZKHWKHU�
the men had weapons. Fortunately, the men left without 
further harassment.

:KLOH�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�DUH�UDUH��WKH\�UHłHFW�WKH�DQJHU�DW�
and fear of Muslims felt by many Americans, which at times 
VSLOOV�RYHU�LQWR�FDPSXV�OLIH��$������=RJE\�SROO�UHYHDOHG�WKDW�
���SHUFHQW�RI�\RXQJ�$UDE�$PHULFDQV����ï����KDG�H[SHUL-
enced racial discrimination, while a Pew Trust report from 
the same year said that 42 percent of American Muslims in 
the same age group reported discrimination or harassment 
based on religious identity. An ABC/Washington Post poll 
LQ�$SULO�RI������VKRZHG�WKDW����SHUFHQW�RI�$PHULFDQV�KDG�D�
negative view of Islam, compared with 41 percent who had 
a positive view, with rates of unfavorable opinions among Re-
publicans, conservatives, and evangelical Christians between 
60 and 65 percent. The fact that the Muslim students at UC 
%HUNHOH\�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�SRVLWLYH��DQG�GRZQSOD\HG�WKHLU�QHJD-
WLYH�H[SHULHQFHV��VSHDNV�RI�D�KHDOWK\�UHVLOLHQFH�DQG�VWUHQJWK�
RI�LGHQWLW\��,W�DOVR�VSHDNV�WR�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZKLOH�VXFK�LQFLGHQWV�
do happen, they are clearly seen as being perpetrated by a 
minority and are outweighed by the generally tolerant atmo-
sphere on campus. 

STUDENT ACTIVIST GROUPS
,QWHUQDWLRQDO�FRQłLFW�LQ�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�HQJHQGHUV�WHQVLRQ�
RQ�8&�%HUNHOH\òV�FDPSXV�WKDW�RIWHQ�LQWHUVHFWV�ZLWK�HWKQLF�
SUHMXGLFH��,W�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�LGHQWLI\�VRPH�RI�WKH�SOD\HUV�SUR-
moting antisemitism and/or Islamophobia and describe the 
GHPRQL]DWLRQ�RI�ERWK�,VUDHO�DQG�3DOHVWLQLDQV�DW�WKH�LQWHUVHF-
WLRQ�RI�SROLWLFV�DQG�SUHMXGLFH��

Over the past few years, two campus groups have increas-
ingly come to loggerheads over the Israel/Palestine con-
łLFWð7LNYDK��D�=LRQLVW�JURXS�WKDW�VWURQJO\�VXSSRUWV�,VUDHO��
DQG�6WXGHQWV�IRU�-XVWLFH�LQ�3DOHVWLQH��,Q�������PHPEHUV�RI�
the groups came to blows over the display of a Palestinian 
łDJ�GXULQJ�D�SUR�=LRQLVW�FRQFHUW��(DFK�VLGH�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH\�

at a glance
Name .......................8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�DW�%HUNHOH\

Location ...................%HUNHOH\��&DOLIRUQLD�

Student body .............. 25,540 undergraduate students
� �������JUDGXDWH�DQG�SURIHVVLRQDO��
 students

Gender ..................... 53% female, 47% male
 (Undergraduate)

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as students of color ...... 15.7%



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 44  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

ZHUH�DWWDFNHG�E\�WKH�RWKHU�LQ�WKH�DOWHUFDWLRQ�DW�WKH�FRQFHUW��
and that racial slurs were hurled at them along with the 
punches.

,QWHUHVWLQJO\�HQRXJK��WKH�8&�%HUNHOH\�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�
MSA has not been highly involved in Students for Justice in 
3DOHVWLQH��6-3��HŀRUWV��,WV�IRFXV�KDV�EHHQ�SULPDULO\�UHOLJLRXV��
SULRULWL]LQJ�HŀRUWV�WR�HVWDEOLVK�D�0XVOLP�SUD\HU�URRP��
religious study circles for male and female students, provid-
LQJ�LIWDUV�DQG�VHWWLQJ�XS�MXPD�SUD\HUV��DQG�KRVWLQJ�D�õ3HDFH�
1RW�3UHMXGLFHö�ZHHN�WKDW�VKRZFDVHV�WKH�DUWV�DV�H[SUHVVLRQV�
of Muslim identity. The MSA’s retreat from politics has not 
been without controversy, and some of the MSA members 
expressed the view that the MSA should be more involved 
ZLWK�6-3�HŀRUWV��%XW�LW�KDV�SURWHFWHG�WKH�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�RQ�
campus from any sort of direct Islamophobic reaction to po-
OLWLFDO�FRQFHUQV��,Q�ODUJH�SDUW��WKH�SROLWLFDO�FRQłLFW�RYHU�,VUDHO�
has not spilled over into an Islamophobic reaction because 
LW�LV�QRW�VHHQ�RQ�FDPSXV�DV�D�0XVOLP�HŀRUW�EXW�DV�SROLWLFDO�
activism by a multifaith coalition of students from many 
IDLWKV�DQG�EDFNJURXQGV��7KH�IDFW�WKDW�6-3�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�D�VLJ-
QLŁFDQW�QXPEHU�RI�-HZV�KDV�IXUWKHU�VHUYHG�WR�SURWHFW�LW�IURP�
claims that it is antisemitic. As SJP member Tom Pessah, a 
JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW�LQ�VRFLRORJ\�ZKR�LV�DQ�,VUDHOL�FLWL]HQ�DQG�
FRDXWKRU�RI�WKH�8&�%HUNHOH\�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�%R\FRWW��'LYHVW-
ment, and Sanctions resolution [see below], explained, “How 
FDQ�\RX�VD\�ZH�DUH�DQWLVHPLWLF"�:H�DUH�-HZV�WRR�ö�:KLOH�
YDULRXV�Rŀ�FDPSXV�EORJJHUV�DQG�-HZLVK�JURXSV�KDYH�FDOOHG�
SJP a hate group, on-campus familiarity with its mixed faith 
QDWXUH�PDNHV�VXFK�FODLPV�XQFRQYLQFLQJ��$FWLYLWLHV�VXFK�DV�
,VUDHOL�$SDUWKHLG�:HHN�FDQ�PDNH�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�IHHO�LOO�DW�
ease at best, and threatened and intimidated at worst. These 
acts may not be motivated by antisemitic sentiments based 
RQ�HWKQLF�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�VWHUHRW\SLQJ�DQG�SUHMXGLFH�SHU�VH�
(or they may be) but they most certainly can feel antisemitic 
and contribute to an atmosphere on campus where Jewish 
students are viewed with a certain hostility because of their 
actual or presumed support of Israel.

THE ESCALATION OF CONFLICT
6HYHUDO�LPSRUWDQW�WUHQGV�HPHUJH�RXW�RI�WKHVH�FRQłLFWV��7KH�
ŁUVW�LV�WKDW�HDFK�GLVUXSWLRQ�RU�FRXQWHU�SURWHVW�HVFDODWHV�WKH�LQ-
tensity of confrontations among and between student groups. 

A second trend is the involvement of outside Jewish groups 
LQ�WKH�FDPSXV�FRQłLFW��7KH�=LRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD��
for one, has embroiled itself in various disputes, calling upon 
WKH�&KDQFHOORU�RI�8&�%HUNHOH\�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�DQWL�-HZLVK�ELDV�
on campus, alleging that Dean Poullard has a double standard, 
DQG�SXEOLVKLQJ�KLJKO\�LQłDPPDWRU\�UHSRUWV�RI�HYHQWV�RQ�FDP-
SXV��7KH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�WKH�=LRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD�
�=2$��VHHPHG�FDOFXODWHG�WR�IXUWKHU�LQłDPH�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�
7LNYDK�DQG�6-3�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WR�KHOS�WKH�WZR�JURXSV�FR�H[LVW�
SHDFHIXOO\��7KH�=2$�VSHFLŁFDOO\�WDUJHWHG�6-3�LQ�LWV�FRPSODLQWV�
to the Chancellor, apparently hoping to get SJP banned or 
sanctioned by the college. The use of high rhetoric by some of 
WKHVH�RXWVLGH�JURXSV�VHUYHV�WR�IRVWHU�WKH�LPDJH�RI�8&�%HUNHOH\�
as a hotbed of antisemitism, whether or not this accurately 
UHłHFWV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�

A third trend is the use of exaggeration and outright 

misinformation to further causes. Descriptions of events are 
divergent, and in the resulting confusion it is easy for po-
lemical views to be reinforced. SJP has been depicted as evil, 
lying, and virulently antisemitic. Any defense its members 
PD\�PDNH�RI�WKHPVHOYHV�LV�GLVFRXQWHG�DV�PRUH�OLHV��6R��WRR��
ZLWK�7LNYDK��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�GHSLFWHG�DV�RSSUHVVLYH��FDOORXV�
in its pursuit of promoting all things Israeli, and virulently 
anti-Palestinian. (In this mish-mash of truths, half-truths, 
and outright lies, of intimidation and threats being hurled 
LQ�ERWK�GLUHFWLRQV��LW�LV�YHU\�GLŃFXOW�WR�DVFHUWDLQ�WKH�WUXWK�RI�
DQ\�JLYHQ�FRQłLFW�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\�LQ�WKH�SDVW�GHFDGHðZKLFK�
are real, which are trumped up, and which are small provoca-
WLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�K\SHG�LQWR�PDMRU�HYHQWV��

(YHQ�PRUH�GLŃFXOW�LV�GHWHUPLQLQJ�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�DQWLVHPL-
tism on campus in a context where there is little agreement 
on what constitutes antisemitism vis à vis the State of Israel. 
6RPH�DGYRFDWHV��LQFOXGLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�7LNYDK��VHHP�WR�IHHO�
that any criticism of Israel is a priori antisemitic in nature 
and that any demonstration of solidarity with Palestine is an 
DŀURQW���7LNYDK�PHPEHU��8&�%HUNHOH\�DOXPQXV�*DEH�:HLQHU�
GHVFULEHG�KLV�UHDFWLRQ�WR�WKH�KDQJLQJ�RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�łDJ�
in silent protest of anti-Palestinian lyrics in the following 
ZRUGV��õ,�ZHQW�XS�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�łRRU�EHFDXVH�WKH�PHVVDJH�
they were sending was an abomination to our national 
ULJKWV�ö��2WKHUV��VXFK�DV�6-3�PHPEHU�7RP�3HVVDK��DVVHUW�WKDW�
broad criticism of Israel, up to and including the move to 
support boycott, divestiture and sanctions (BDS), is perfectly 
acceptable and even necessary, especially for an Israeli citi-
]HQ�VXFK�DV�KLPVHOI��

ACADEMICS
7KH�ŁJKW�RYHU�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�DQG�LWV�LPSDFW�RQ�FDPSXV�LV�
QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�VWXGHQW�DFWLYLWLHV��,Q�������$EEDV�.DGKLP��
a doctoral candidate at the time who was teaching Arabic 
classes, was alleged to manifest gross antisemitism by bring-
ing up the Protocols of the Elders of Zion in class, and stating 
LW�ZDV�ZULWWHQ�E\�=LRQLVW�-HZV�DV�WKHLU�SODQ�IRU�ZRUOG�GRPLQD-
WLRQ��7KH�VWXGHQW�ZKR�FRPSODLQHG��6XVDQQD�.OHLQ��VWDWHG��
õ,�DVNHG�0U��.DGKLP�LI�KH�ZDV�EHLQJ�VHULRXV�DERXW�KLV�FODLP��
He assured me that he was 100 percent certain in his belief 
that Jews were behind the Protocols�ö�.OHLQòV�FRPSODLQW�WR�
WKH�8&�%HUNHOH\�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LQFOXGHG�D�FDOO�IRU�.DGKLPòV�
dismissal from the college.

.DGKLP�FRXQWHUHG�WKDW�LW�ZDV�.OHLQ�ZKR�KDG�VWHHUHG�WKH�
conversation towards the Protocols, whereupon he told her 
WKDW�PRVW�,UDTLV�EHOLHYHG�LW�WR�EH�WUXH��ZLWKRXW�RŀHULQJ�D�
personal opinion. When six of the eight students in the class-
URRP�FRQŁUPHG�.DGKLPòV�VWRU\��WKH�VFKRRO�GLVFRQWLQXHG�
its investigation of the incident and publicly announced its 
ŁQGLQJV��1RWHG�-HZLVK�VFKRODU�'DQLHO�%R\DULQ��WKHQ�&KDLU�RI�
the Near Eastern Studies Department said, “This complaint 
has been investigated by the deans and they have concluded 
WKDW�LW�LV�D�OLH�ö�DGGLQJ�WKDW��õWKH�GHSDUWPHQW�KDV�QR�QHHG�WR�
go anywhere from here, except perhaps to consider disciplin-
DU\�DFWLRQ�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�D�VODQGHUHU�ö

$V�ZLWK�RWKHU�HYHQWV�DW�%HUNHOH\��.OHLQòV�DFFXVDWLRQ�UH-
ceived widespread attention in the Jewish press and blogo-
VSKHUH��,QGHHG��WKH�LQLWLDO�FKDUJH�ZDV�PDGH�RQ�'DIND�RUJ��
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WKH�ZHEVLWH�RI�D�SUR�,VUDHOL�JURXS�ZKRVH�VWDWHG�JRDO�LV�õWR�WDNH�
EDFN�$PHULFDòV�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�ZLWK�WKH�7UXWKö�DQG�ZKRVH�
website has also included articles with titles such as “Islam 
3OD\V�IRU�.HHSV��8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�WKH�(QHP\ö�DQG�õ%DQ�,VODP�
RU�-XVW�WKH�,VODPLVWV"ö�$V�LQ�WKH�FRQłLFW�EHWZHHQ�7LNYDK�DQG�
6-3��WKH�.DGKLP�LQFLGHQW�GHPRQVWUDWHV�WKH�LPSRUWDQW�UROH�
RXWVLGH�JURXSV�WDNH�LQ�GLVVHPLQDWLQJ�DQG�DPSOLI\LQJ�FODLPV�
of antisemitism. It also reinforces the disturbing conclusion 
WKDW�SUR�,VUDHOL�DFWLYLVWV�DW�%HUNHOH\�PD\�EH�ZLOOLQJ�WR�SOD\�
loose with the facts in order to achieve their ends. 

BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT, AND SANCTIONS 
(BDS) ON THE UC BERKELEY CAMPUS

B y  M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

In 2010, a vote to support the Boycott, Divestment, and Sanc-
tions movement came before the University of California, 
%HUNHOH\�VWXGHQW�JRYHUQLQJ�ERG\��$VVRFLDWHG�6WXGHQWV�RI�WKH�
University of California Senate). This issue had been sim-
mering in the consciousness of some University of Califor-
QLD��%HUNHOH\��8&�%HUNHOH\��VWXGHQW�DFWLYLVWV�VLQFH�WKH�ODWH�
1990s.293��,Q�������MXQLRU�$QGUHD�:DOGHQ�KDG�FR�IRXQGHG�WKH�
FRDOLWLRQ�7DNH�%DFN�%HUNHOH\��FDOOLQJ�IRU�õGLYHVWPHQW�IURP�
,VUDHO�DQG�DOO�FRPSDQLHV�SURŁWLQJ�Rŀ�RI�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�
3DOHVWLQH�ö�:DOGHQ�ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�D�FDPSDLJQ�
to divest from Israel at Hampshire College. At that point, 
VWXGHQW�JURXSV�RQ�DOO�VLGHV�RI�WKH�FRQłLFW�ZHUH�FDUHIXO�QRW�WR�
LQVWLJDWH�FRQłLFW��õ(VSHFLDOO\�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQHG�>LQ�
1RYHPEHU������ZLWK�WKH�ñ3DOHVWLQLDQ�łDJò�LQFLGHQW�GXULQJ�
a campus musical performance], leaders of student groups 
have been very careful not to exercise their power in ways 
WKDW�OHDG�WR�YLROHQFH�ö�7DUD�5DŃ��SUHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�6WX-
dent Union explained at the time. Ramy Salah, president of 
the Muslim Student Association, remained hopeful students 
could conduct themselves with civility when addressing 
FRQWURYHUVLDO�LVVXHV��õ3HRSOH�QHHG�WR�UHDOL]H�WKDW�ZHòUH�LQ�8&�
%HUNHOH\��ZKLFK�LV�D�SODWIRUP�IRU�IUHH�VSHHFK�DQG�H[SUHVV-
LQJ�RXU�RSLQLRQV�ö�KH�VDLG��õ8&�%HUNHOH\�VWXGHQWV�DUH�VPDUW�
HQRXJK�WR�OHDUQ�IURP�WKHLU�PLVWDNHV�ö�294

THE BILL
However, by the time Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions 
�%'6��ZDV�UHDG\�WR�EH�RŃFLDOO\�GHEDWHG�LQ�WKH�VSULQJ�RI�������
WHQVLRQV�RYHU�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�KDG�łDUHG�DJDLQ��7ZR�PHP-
bers of Students for Justice in Palestine (SJP), Tom Pessah 
�DQ�,VUDHOL�FLWL]HQ��DQG�(PLOLDQR�+XHW�9DXJKQ��FR�DXWKRUHG�
6%�����WLWOHG�õ$�%LOO�,Q�6XSSRUW�RI�8&�',9(670(17�)520�
:$5�&5,0(�ö�6%�����VXSSRUWHUV�VDLG��ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ŁUVW�
step of many in a long-term process to get the UC Board of 
Regents, which is responsible for the University of California 
system, to divest approximately $135 million worth of invest-
PHQWV�IURP�ŁYH�$PHULFDQ�FRPSDQLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�*HQHUDO�
Electric and United Technologies, that had been allegedly 
been supplying Israel with electronics and weapons. 295 The 
bill referenced the UN’s Goldstone Report, condemned Israeli 
ZDU�FULPHV��DQG�FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�D�WDVN�IRUFH�WR�
investigate whether the University of California budget and/

or the student government’s budget was complicit in funding 
DQ\�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DEXVHV�RU�ZDU�FULPHV�ZRUOGZLGH��6%����
was sponsored by four student senators. 

On March 17, 2010, the Associated Students of the Uni-
versity of California (ASUC) Senate passed the bill 16-4. The 
ASUC Senate meeting drew a record number of attendees, 
attracting more than 100 (some news accounts report over 
�����VWXGHQWV��IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDŀ��WKH�ELOOòV�SDVVDJH�IROORZHG�
IRXU�KRXUV�RI�GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�RYHU����VSHDNHUV��296  “It was 
UHDOO\�H[FLWLQJ�WR�VHH�VR�PDQ\�SHRSOH�HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKH�LVVXH�ö�
$68&�6HQDWRU�&KULVWLQD�2DWŁHOG�VDLG��õ7KHUH�ZDV�D�OLWWOH�ELW�
of shouting but overall I was surprised by how respectful 
HYHU\WKLQJ�ZDV�ö297

Opinions were sharply divided. Hillel president Wayne 
Firestone said the bill was “one-sided, divisive and under-
PLQHV�WKH�SXUVXLW�RI�SHDFH�ö298�0DWW��D�VSHDNHU�IURP�7LNYDK��
VSRNH�GXULQJ�łRRU�GLVFXVVLRQ��VD\LQJ�õWKLV�ELOO�LV�łDJUDQWO\�
DQWL�,VUDHO��DQG�DEVROXWHO\�WDNHV�D�ñVLGHò�LQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�ZHE�
RI�WKH�$UDE�,VUDHOL�FRQłLFW�ö�+H�DJUHHG�õ>XQLYHUVLWLHV@�VKRXOG�
not have investments in countries with abysmal human 
ULJKWV�UHFRUGV�ö�EXW�VDLG�WR�WKH�DVVHPEO\��õ,I�\RX�DUH�JRLQJ�WR�
divest funding from Israel in the name of human rights, you 
must divest funding from every single other country in the 
region … The fact that this country is being brought up before 
any of these others singles out Israel, and the fact that to date 
no resolutions have been passed condemning any of these 
other countries nor removing investments in them is indica-
WLYH�û�WKDW�,VUDHO�LV�KHOG�WR�D�KLJKHU�VWDQGDUG�ö299

$68&�6HQDWRU�5DKXO�3DWHO�QRWHG��õ6D\LQJ�ñZK\�,VUDHO�DQG�
why not the Sudan or China’ ignores the fact that there is a 
clause in the bill that states that the committee will also go 
RQ�WR�>GHYHORS@�IXUWKHU�GLYHVWPHQW�VWUDWHJLHV�LQ�DUHDV�OLNH�
Myanmar [in condemnation of] the Chinese government’s 
war crimes or [divest from companies doing business in] 
DUHDV�OLNH�WKH�6XGDQ�RU�WKH�'DUIXU�UHJLRQ�ö300  Student Nairi 
Shirinian, a SJP member, argued that the bill “doesn’t target 
Israeli companies. It doesn’t target Israeli intellectual life, 
HGXFDWLRQ��DQ\WKLQJ�OLNH�WKDW��,WòV�WDUJHWLQJ�$PHULFDQ�ZHDS-
RQV�PDQXIDFWXUHUV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�GLUHFWO\�OLQNHG�WR�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQVûö301

2ŀ�FDPSXV�SOD\HUV�ZHUH�TXLFN�WR�ZHLJK�LQ�RQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�
senate’s vote; domestic and international Jewish media paid 
SDUWLFXODU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�GHYHORSPHQWV�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\��+DUYDUG�
ODZ�SURIHVVRU�$ODQ�'HUVKRZLW]�>VHH�SURŁOH@�ZDV�RQH�RI�WKH�
ŁUVW�WR�LVVXH�D�VWDWHPHQW��õ'LYHVWLQJ�IURP�,VUDHO�LV�LPPRUDO��
ELJRWHG�DQG�LI�GRQH�E\�D�VWDWH�XQLYHUVLW\�LOOHJDO�ö�'HUVKRZ-
LW]�VDLG��õ,W�HQFRXUDJHV�WHUURULVP�DQG�GLVFRXUDJHV�SHDFH��
Any university that would actually divest from Israel will be 
VXEMHFWHG�WR�FRXQWHUPHDVXUHVðŁQDQFLDO��OHJDO��DFDGHPLF�
DQG�SROLWLFDO��:H�ZLOO�ŁJKW�EDFN�DJDLQVW�WKLV�VHOHFWLYH�ELJRWU\�
that hurts the good name of the University of California. This 
misuse of the university’s name does not represent the views 
of students, faculty, alumni and other constituents of the 
JUHDWHU�%HUNHOH\�FRPPXQLW\��,QVWHDG�LW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�KLMDFN-
ing of the university for improper ideological purposes. It 
PXVW�EH�UHMHFWHG�LPPHGLDWHO\�DQG�FDWHJRULFDOO\�ö302

7KH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SUR�,VUDHO�DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�6WDQG-
:LWK8V�FDOOHG�WKH�ELOO�õPLVJXLGHG�ö�,Q�DQ�H�PDLO�ZULWWHQ�RQ�
March 24, StandWithUs urged people to write to ASUC Presi-
GHQW�:LOO�6PHONR��8&�%HUNHOH\�&KDQFHOORU�5REHUW�%LUJHQHDX��
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and president of the University of California public school 
V\VWHP�0DUN�<XGRI��DVNLQJ�WKHP�WR�YHWR�WKH�õXQIDLU�GLYHVW-
PHQW�ELOO�ö�

At the other end of the political spectrum, the pro-
3DOHVWLQLDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH�VWDWHG�WKDW�
LW�õFRQJUDWXODWHV�WKH�8&�%HUNHOH\�VWXGHQW�6HQDWH�IRU�WKH�KLV-
WRULF�YRWH�WR�GLYHVW�IURP�FRPSDQLHV�WKDW�SURŁW�IURP�,VUDHOòV�
2FFXSDWLRQ�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�7HUULWRULHV�ö303

THE VETO VOTE
7KH�IROORZLQJ�ZHHN��$68&�3UHVLGHQW�:LOO�6PHONR�YHWRHG�
6%�����õ:KLOH�WKH�$68&�DV�D�ERG\�KDV�VWDWHG�FRQYLQFLQJO\�
that it does not want ASUC and U.C. dollars going to fund 
weapons, war crimes or human rights violations, this veto 
has to do with the mechanism by which the ASUC achieves 
its mission of building peace and goodwill in a way that 
avoids the shortcomings of the bill (a selective, one-sided 
IRFXV�RQ�D�VSHFLŁF�FRXQWU\�WKDW�ODFNV�LPSRUWDQW�KLVWRULFDO�
FRQWH[W�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��ö�6PHONR�VDLG�304

7KH�OLNHOLKRRG�RI�RYHUULGLQJ�WKH�VHQDWH�SUHVLGHQWòV�YHWR�
ZDV�D�UHDO�SRVVLELOLW\ðD�WZR�WKLUG�PDMRULW\��RU����YRWHV��ZHUH�
needed to override the veto, and 16 senators had already 
YRWHG�LQ�IDYRU�RI�WKH�ELOO��6WXGHQW�DFWLYLVWV�RUJDQL]HG�DURXQG�
the override vote, coordinating rallies, protests and public 
events.

2Q�$SULO�����������DSSUR[LPDWHO\�����SHRSOH�WRRN�SDUW�LQ�
D�VLOHQW�SURWHVW�DJDLQVW�WKH�6%����YHWR��6-3�DVNHG�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
not to bring any outside literature with them to the event or 
to engage with the opposition. While SJP was the primary or-
JDQL]HU�RI�WKH�SURWHVW��VXSSRUWHUV�RI�GLYHVWPHQW�ZHUH�IURP�D�
GLYHUVH�HWKQLF�DQG�UHOLJLRXV�PDNHXS��VLPLODUO\��RSSRQHQWV�RI�
divestment came from diverse ethnic, religious, and political 
EDFNJURXQGV��7KH�YHWR�RYHUULGH�XOWLPDWHO\�IDLOHG�LQ�WKH�HDUO\�
hours of April 29; the veto was upheld, one vote short of the 
14 needed to override it. 

7KH�RULJLQDO�6%����YRWH�ZDV�0DUFK�����WKH�YHWR�RYHUULGH�
YRWH�$SULO�����'XULQJ�WKRVH�ZHHNV��D�QXPEHU�RI�Rŀ�FDPSXV�
actors voiced their support or opposition to the veto override 
and some directly engaged the student senators. In support 
RI�GLYHVWLWXUH��DFWLYLVW�ZULWHU�1DRPL�.OHLQ�ZURWH�DQ�RSHQ�
letter to the ASUC Senate urging them to override the veto; 
1RDP�&KRPVN\�H[SUHVVHG�KLV�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�8&�%HUNHOH\�
GLYHVWPHQW�ELOO��5LFKDUG�)DON��6SHFLDO�5DSSRUWHXU�IRU�2F-
cupied Palestinian Territories, UN Human Rights Council, 
wrote to the senators expressing his support for an override; 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu supported divestment. Jewish 
9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��-93��DVNHG�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�WKH�ELOO�WR�ZULWH�WR�
the senators, urging them to override the veto.305 A number 
of University of California faculty indicated their support, as 
did many prominent Nobel Laureates.306

7KH�SURJUHVVLYH�-HZLVK�SHDFH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�-�6WUHHW�VHQW�
out an e-mail blast urging the senators not to override the 
YHWR��õ2XU�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�SUHVLGHQWòV�YHWR�LV�URRWHG�LQ�RXU�
belief that the bill does not advance the cause of real peace 
DQG�VHFXULW\�IRU�3DOHVWLQLDQV�DQG�,VUDHOLV��6SHFLŁFDOO\��WKH�
bill fails to express support for Israel’s right to exist as a 
democratic home for the Jewish people and for a two-state 
UHVROXWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRQłLFW�ö�WKHLU�OHWWHU�VDLG��õ,Q�WKLV�YHLQ��ZH�
oppose, for instance, the global Boycott, Divestment, and 

Sanctions (BDS) movement which supports the right of re-
turn of Palestinian refugees to Israel and fails to draw a clear 
distinction between opposition to the post-1967 occupation 
and opposition to the existence of the State of Israel itself as 
the democratic home of the Jewish people. Even if it was not 
the intent of the students who drafted this bill, its passage is 
QRZ�EHLQJ�VHL]HG�RQ�E\�WKH�JOREDO�%'6�PRYHPHQW�DV�D�YLFWRU\�
LQ�LWV�EURDGHU�FDPSDLJQ�ö307 

One student senator, Ariel Boone, said she received 
over 5,000 e-mails in support of and in opposition of the 
bill. Boone explained that letters of opposition ranged from 
õ%HUNHOH\�SURIHVVRUV��QRWDEO\��WKH�IRUPHU�KHDG�RI�WKH�3HDFH�
DQG�&RQłLFW�6WXGLHV�PDMRU��DQG�IURP�DFDGHPLFV��FRQVSLUDF\�
theorists, rapture-ready Christians, and Jewish fraternity 
EURWKHUV�ZRUOGZLGH�ö�6KH�QRWLFHG�WKH�GLŀHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
e-mails sent to the ASUC Senators and those sent to her spe-
FLŁFDOO\��/HWWHUV�DGGUHVVHG�WR�WKH�ZKROH�VHQDWH�WHQGHG��VKH�
VDLG��WR�FDUU\�WKH�WRQH�RI�õñ<RX�DOO�DUH�LJQRUDQW����\HDU�ROGV�
ZKR�KDYH�QR�LGHD�ZKDW�GHYDVWDWLRQ�\RX�ZLOO�ZUHDN�E\�\RXU�
feeble votes on this issue which is over your head.’ Letters 
GLUHFWO\�DGGUHVVHG�WR�PH�WHQG�WR�WDNH�WKH�WRQH��ñ<RX�FODLP�WR�
UHSUHVHQW�TXHHU�VWXGHQWV��,VUDHOòV�D�SDUDJRQ�RI�YLUWXH�LQ�WKH�
ŁHOG�RI�TXHHU�ULJKWV��+RZ�GDUH�\RX�RSSUHVV�/*%7�LQGLYLGXDOV�
ZRUOGZLGH�ZLWK�\RXU�YRWH"òö�%RRQH�IXUWKHU�QRWHG�WKDW�SRVWHUV�
DGYRFDWLQJ�GLŀHUHQW�SRVLWLRQV�ZHUH�GLVSOD\HG�DW�EXV�VWRSV�LQ�
front of the student government building, as well as in post-
LQJV�RQ�8&�%HUNHOH\�VWXGHQWVò�)DFHERRN�SDJHV�308

,Q�WKH�ZHHN�EHIRUH�WKH�YHWR��PXOWLSOH�VZDVWLNDV�ZHUH�
IRXQG�GUDZQ�RQ�WKH�&ODUN�.HUU�FDPSXV��7KH�GUDZLQJV��FODV-
VLŁHG�DV�KDWH�LQFLGHQWV��ZHUH�QRW�PHW�ZLWK�VWXGHQW�FRQFHUQ�
DW�ŁUVW��:KHQ�D�PHHWLQJ�ZDV�FDOOHG�WR�GLVFXVV�WKH�LQFLGHQW��
no students attended. Freshman Rachel Newman’s com-
ment was typical when she said that she felt the drawings did 
QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�LQGLFDWH�D�EURDGHU�õKDWHIXOö�DWPRVSKHUH��õ,�
ZRXOGQòW�EH�VXUSULVHG�LI�LW�ZDV�MXVW�D�EXQFK�RI�GUXQN�NLGV�ö�
VKH�VDLG��õ%XW�,�DP�XSVHW�WKH�NLQG�RI�WKLQJV�WKDW�>KDG@�EHHQ�
KDSSHQLQJ�DW�8&�6DQ�'LHJR�FDPH�KHUH�����>WKH�VZDVWLND@�LV�D�
V\PERO�WKDW�FDUULHV�D�ORW�RI�ZHLJKW�ö�

The day after the veto was upheld at the ASUC’s Senate, 
Friday April 30, approximately 45 individuals protested the 
UHFHQW�KDWH�LQFLGHQW��FDOOLQJ�IRU�WKH�HQG�RI�õKLGGHQ�KDWUHGö�DW�
8&�%HUNHOH\��3URWHVWHUV�VDLG�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ZDV�VWLOO�D�SUREOHP�
at the campus and said that many incidents of antisemitism 
were going ignored or unreported. Ronald Hendel, Norma 
and Sam Dabby, Professor of Hebrew Bible and Jewish 
VWXGLHV��VSRNH�WR�WKH�JURXS�DW�8SSHU�6SURXO�3OD]D�DQG�VDLG�
he believed the rise in antisemitic actions was connected to 
discussions of the ASUC divestment bill. 

The demonstration saw its only disruption when a man 
who had been observing the protest screamed, “That is a 
OLH�ö�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�D�VSHDNHUòV�DOOHJDWLRQ�WKDW�WKH�ELOO�XQIDLUO\�
WDUJHWHG�,VUDHO��7KH�FURZG�FKDQWHG�õDQWL�6HPLWHV�RXW�ö�XQWLO�
the man turned away from the protest.309

Only after the ASUC Senate held its last session of the 
spring 2010 semester did the administration come out with 
D�VWDWHPHQW�RQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�GLYHVWPHQW�ELOO�DQG�VXEVHTXHQW�
veto. A portion of the statement by Russell Gould, Chair-
PDQ��%RDUG�RI�5HJHQWV��6KHUU\�/��/DQVLQJ��9LFH�&KDLU��%RDUG�
RI�5HJHQWV��DQG�0DUN�*��<XGRI��3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�
UHDGV�DV�IROORZV�
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In the current resolutions voted on by the UC student 
organizations, the State of Israel and companies doing 
business with Israel have been the sole focus. This iso-
lation of Israel among all countries of the world greatly 
disturbs us and is of grave concern to members of the 
Jewish community.

We fully support the Board of Regents in its policy to 
divest from a foreign government or companies doing 
business with a foreign government only when the 
United States government declares that a foreign re-
gime is committing acts of genocide. The U.S. has not 
made any declaration regarding the State of Israel and, 
therefore, we will not bring a recommendation before 
the Board to divest from companies doing business 
with the State of Israel.310

ACADEMIC YEAR 2010–2011 
7HQVLRQV�DURXQG�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ZHUH�OHVV�PDUNHG�
at the beginning of the 2010–2011 academic year. In 
6HSWHPEHU�������8&�%HUNHOH\�&KDQFHOORU�5REHUW�%LUJHQHDX�
DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKH�WHQVLRQV�EHWZHHQ�VWXGHQWV�RYHU�WKH�
,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�VLWXDWLRQ��$GGUHVVLQJ�D�VWXGHQW�TXHVWLRQ�
about the previous spring’s incidents and the Chancel-
lor’s role, Birgeneau said, “We were very careful not to get 
directly involved in that last year, because I felt that this was 
D�VWXGHQW�VWXGHQW�LVVXH�ö�%LUJHQHDX�FRQWLQXHG��õ,�WKLQN�LWòV�
not appropriate for the administration to tell students what 
WKHLU�SROLWLFV�VKRXOG�EH�ö311

Birgeneau hosted an iftar with Muslim students at the 
beginning of the academic year. There was a large number 
RI�DWWHQGHHV��%LUJHQHDX�VD\V�WKDW�WKHUH�KH�HPSKDVL]HG�WKDW�
0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�VKRXOG�PDNH�D�VWURQJ�HŀRUW�õQRW�WR�DOORZ�
WKHPVHOYHV�WR�JHW�VWURQJO\�LQłXHQFHG�E\�SHRSOH�ZKR�PDNH�
LQFHQGLDU\�FRPPHQWV��DQG�PDNH�VXUH�WKH\�PDLQWDLQ�FRQWURO�
DQG�WKH\�DFW�FLYLOO\��0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�FKHHUHG�RQ�WKDW�ö312  
The previous year, Birgeneau had met with the Israeli consul 
general and Jewish community leaders, where the need for 
PRGHUDWH�YRLFHV�WR�VSHDN�ZDV�EURXJKW�XS��

Birgeneau explains, “We need moderation so that we can 
KDYH�FLYLO�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�ZKDW�HYHU\ERG\�UHFRJQL]HV�LV�D�
very complex situation which is happening many thousand 
PLOHV�DZD\��$QG�,�WKLQN�,�ZRXOG�VD\�JHQHUDOO\�û�ZKHQ�ZH�WDON�
DERXW�PLVWUXVW��ZKHQ�ZH�WDON�DERXW�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�LQFHQGL-
DU\�VLWXDWLRQV�ZHòUH�DFWXDOO\�WDONLQJ�WKHUH�DERXW�VRPH�YHU\�
loud statements we hear from a limited number of people, as 
RSSRVHG�WR�ZKDW�WKH�RYHUZKHOPLQJ�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�FDPSXV�
DFWXDOO\�IHHOV�ö313

1RQHWKHOHVV��RQ�FDPSXV�WHQVLRQV�GLG�DULVH��DOEHLW�PDUN-
edly less volatile than those in the previous academic year. 
In October 2010, a hate incident was reported on the UC 
%HUNHOH\�FDPSXV��2QH�GD\�EHIRUH�DQ�6-3�VSRQVRUHG�HYHQW�LQ�
ZKLFK�*D]D�)UHHGRP�)ORWLOOD�SHDFH�DFWLYLVWV�ZHUH�VFKHGXOHG�
WR�VSHDN�RQ�FDPSXV��VL[�VWLFNHUV�GHIDFHG�6-3òV�LQIRUPDWLRQDO�
ZRRGHQ�GLVSOD\�ERDUG��7KH�VWLFNHUV�ZHUH�D�PL[WXUH�RI�õDQWL�
0XVOLPö�DQG�õSUR�,VUDHOö�DQG�LQFOXGHG�RQHV�WKDW�UHDG�õ)LJKW�
,VODPLF�([WUHPLVP�ö�õ,VUDHO�&HOHEUDWLQJ����<HDUV��,I�<RX�:LOO�
,W��,W�,V�1R�'UHDP�ö�DQG�õ0DNLQJ�7KH�:RUOG�D�%HWWHU�3ODFHö�

written above faces of Osama bin Laden, Mahmoud Ahma-
GLQHMDG��)LGHO�&DVWUR�DQG�+XJR�&KDYH]��WKH�LPDJHV�ZHUH�
superimposed with gun crosshairs. According to SJP member 
1DLUL�6KLULQLDQ��DQ�6-3�PHPEHU�UHPRYHG�WKH�VWLFNHUV�EHIRUH�
DQ�RŃFH�FRXOG�VHH�WKHP�314��,Q�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKH�LQFLGHQW��.LIDK�
6KDK��DVVLVWDQW�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�8&�%HUNHOH\òV�0XOWLFXOWXUDO�
Center, told the Daily Cal that hate crimes and incidents, 
particularly those against Muslim and Arab students, are 
õVRPHZKDW�FRPPRQö�DQG�RIWHQ�õGLVFRXQWHG�E\�WKH�DGPLQLV-
tration [and] ... viewed as isolated incidents rather than part 
RI�D�ODUJHU�SUREOHP�RI�UDFLVP�ö315

,Q�HDUO\�0DUFK��8&�%HUNHOH\�MRLQHG�FDPSXVHV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�
ZRUOG�KROGLQJ�õ,VUDHOL�$SDUWKHLG�:HHNö�HYHQWV�RUJDQL]HG�
LQ�SDUW�E\�6-3��,Q�UHVSRQVH��7LNYDK�KHOG�RYHUODSSLQJ�õ,VUDHO�
3HDFH�DQG�'LYHUVLW\ö�:HHN��8QOLNH�WKH�HYHQWV�RI�WKH�SUHYLRXV�
academic year, these competing programs did not engender 
any public incidents. 

The young activists disagreed as to whether Israeli Apart-
KHLG�:HHN��,$:���DV�ZHOO�DV�,VUDHO�3HDFH�DQG�'LYHUVLW\�:HHN�
(IPDW), helped or hindered student debate and engagement. 
:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�ZKDW�FRXOG�EH�GRQH�WR�GHFUHDVH�WHQ-
sions surrounding the Israel/Palestine issue on campus, SJP 
member Pessah said, “The main issue for us isn’t discomfort 
RQ�FDPSXV��7KH�PDLQ�LVVXH�IRU�XV�LV�VXŀHULQJ�LQ�,VUDHO�3DOHV-
WLQH��,I�SHRSOH�LQ�*D]D�GRQòW�KDYH�FOHDQ�GULQNLQJ�ZDWHU��WKDWòV�
D�ELJJHU�LVVXH�WKDQ�LI�WZR�JURXSV�RQ�FDPSXV�GRQòW�VSHDN�WR�
HDFK�RWKHU��:KDW�ZHòUH�GRLQJ�LV�QRW�NLOOLQJ�DQ\RQH�ö

MARCH 2011 LAWSUIT
The controversy over the previous year’s IAW events resur-
faced when, in 2011, a former student named Jessica Felber 
ŁOHG�D�FLYLO�ODZVXLW��6KH�DOOHJHG�VKH�KDG�EHHQ�DWWDFNHG�DQG�
LQMXUHG�LQ�0DUFK������E\�IHOORZ�VWXGHQW�+XVDP�=DNKDULD��D�
leader of SJP, while she was holding a protest sign stating “Is-
UDHO�ZDQWV�3HDFH�ö�$W�WKH�WLPH��QR�FKDUJHV�ZHUH�ŁOHG��WKRXJK�
)HOEHU�GLG�VXFFHVVIXOO\�VHHN�D�UHVWUDLQLQJ�RUGHU�DJDLQVW�
=DNKDULD��)HOEHU�FODLPHG�WKDW�8&�%HUNHOH\��WKH�5HJHQWV�RI�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��DQG�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQVò�UDQNLQJ�RŃ-
cials allowed for and tolerated the development of a “danger-
RXV�DQWL�6HPLWLF�FOLPDWH�RQ�LWV�FDPSXVHV�ö�

Felber v. Yudof�FLWHV�6-3�DV�õRYHUWO\�SROLWLFDOö�DQG�VD\V�õLW�
DFFRXQWV�IRU�WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�DQWL�,VUDHO�DFWLYLVP�DQG�DQWL�
Semitic posturing among students at the academies where 
WKHUH�DUH�FKDSWHUV�ö�7KH�VXLW�DOVR�GHWDLOV�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�RI�WKH�
national Muslim Student Association (MSA) and devotes a 
VHFWLRQ�WR�õ06$�&RQQHFWLRQV�WR�,VODPLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�
WKH�5DGLFDO�/HIW�ö�:LWKLQ�WKH�VHFWLRQ��WKH�VXLW�WLHV�WKH�0XVOLP�
Student Association to the Holy Land Foundation for Relief 
and Development, which the suit points out, “funneled more 
WKDQ�WZHOYH�PLOOLRQ�GROODU�WR�+DPDV��D�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQ�ö�7KH�VXLW�DOVR�VWDWHV�WKDW�WKH�06$�LV�DQ�DFWLYH�PHPEHU�
of the steering committee of the Marxist-Leninist association 
õ,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$16:(5�ö�$16:(5�VWDQGV�IRU�$FW�1RZ�WR�
Stop War and End Racism; the antiwar coalition group has 
FRPH�XQGHU�ŁUH�IRU�LWV�DQWL�=LRQLVW�VWDQFH�

Critics cite Felber’s suit as a part of an ongoing campaign 
WR�VKXW�GRZQ�FDPSXV�FOXEV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��VXFK�DV�6-3�
DQG�06$��DOVR�NQRZQ�DV�0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�8QLRQV��E\�VXLQJ�
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IRU�7LWOH�9,�YLRODWLRQV��7LWOH�9,�GHWDLOV�DQWLGLVFULPLQDWLRQ�REOL-
gations which institutions of higher education must meet in 
order to obtain federal funding.316

Neal Sher, one of the two lawyers representing Felber 
(the other is Joel Siegal), was the former Director of the 
-XVWLFH�'HSDUWPHQWòV�2ŃFH�RI�6SHFLDO�,QYHVWLJDWLRQV��ZKHUH�
KH�LQYHVWLJDWHG�DQG�SURVHFXWHG�1D]LV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��
,Q�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�ZLWK�'DYLG�+RURZLW]òV�FrontPage�PDJD]LQH��
6KHU�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�WKH�ODZVXLW�DV�WDUJHWLQJ�6-3�DQG�06$�IRU�
WKHLU�VXSSRVHG�DŃOLDWLRQ�DQG�VXSSRUW�RI�õWHUURU�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV�ö�6KHU�PDNHV�FOHDU�WKDW�QRW�RQO\�8&�%HUNHOH\��EXW�RWKHU�
UC campuses, such as University of California, Irvine, are 
culpable for allowing SJP and MSA to play an active role in 
campus life. 

6KHU�OLNHQV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�WR�1D]LVP�LQ�(XURSH��õ,W�LV�DOVR�
very troubling that the on-campus activities of the SJP and 
MSA against Jessica and other students—and the university’s 
failure to confront them—present a disturbing echo of the 
GDUNHVW�SHULRG�LQ�KLVWRU\��WKH�LQFLWHPHQW��LQWLPLGDWLRQ��KD-
UDVVPHQW�DQG�YLROHQFH�FDUULHG�RXW�XQGHU�WKH�1D]L�UHJLPH�DQG�
those of its allies in Europe against Jewish students and schol-
ars in the leading universities of those countries during the 
WXUEXOHQW�\HDUV�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�DQG�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�+RORFDXVW�ö317

UC BERKELEY “ISRAEL LIBERATION WEEK”

M i C h e l l e  G o l D B e r G

,Q�1RYHPEHU�RI�������7LNYDK��D�=LRQLVW�JURXS�RQ�WKH�8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�FDPSXV��IUXVWUDWHG�DQG�DOLHQDWHG�
by what they felt was a hostile environment at the university, 
RUJDQL]HG�D�ZHHN�RI�SUR�,VUDHO�HYHQWV�RQ�FDPSXV�WKDW�WKH\�
FDOOHG�,VUDHO�/LEHUDWLRQ�:HHN��,W�FRQFOXGHG�RQ�1RYHPEHU����
ZLWK�D�FRQFHUW�IHDWXULQJ�D�SUR�,VUDHO�UDSSHU�QDPHG�.RVKD�
'LOO]��$V�KH�SHUIRUPHG�RXWGRRUV�RQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�FDPSXV��
three members of an interfaith, international coalition of 
students, professors, and community members who sup-
port the Palestinian cause, Students for Justice in Palestine, 
FOLPEHG�RQWR�D�VHFRQG�łRRU�EDOFRQ\�RI�QHDUE\�(VKOHPDQ�
+DOO�DQG�XQIXUOHG�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�łDJ��7KUHH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ZHUH�
at the concert—the Associated Students of the University of 
&DOLIRUQLD��$68&��6HQDWRU�-RKQ�0RJKWDGHU��D�7LNYDK�PHP-
EHU��%HUNHOH\�DOXPQXV�*DEH�:HLQHU��DQG�SHUIRUPHU�<HKXGD�
De Sa—went into the building to confront them. 

It’s unclear what happened next. According to the Jewish 
students, whose version was reported by several pro-Israel 
ZHEVLWHV�DQG�QHZV�DJHQFLHV��:HLQHU�ZDV�VWUXFN�E\�6WXGHQWV�
IRU�-XVWLFH�LQ�3DOHVWLQH��6-3��OHDGHU�+XVDP�=DNKDULD��LQVWLJDW-
LQJ�D�ŁJKW�WKDW�0RJKWDGHU�WULHG�WR�EUHDN�XS��

“Members of Students for Justice in Palestine shouted 
anti-Semitic epithets referencing the Holocaust throughout 
WKH�RUGHDO�ö�VDLG�D�VWDWHPHQW�E\�WKH�=LRQLVW�)UHHGRP�$OOL-
DQFH��D�%D\�$UHD�JURXS�FORVHO\�DOLJQHG�ZLWK�7LNYDK��,Q�WKH�
mirror-image version told by SJP, the Jewish students were 
WKH�RQHV�VKRXWLQJ�UDFLDO�VOXUV��EHIRUH�DWWDFNLQJ�=DNKDULD�
and the two women who were with him. “The million dollar 
TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�ZH�DVN�HDFK�RWKHU�LQ�WKLV�EXLOGLQJ�DQG�RXWVLGH�
LV�ZKR�SXQFKHG�ŁUVW�ö�VDLG�&KD\D�*LOERD��WKH�,VUDHO�)HOORZ�DW�

%HUNHOH\òV�+LOOHO�
No one was seriously hurt in the altercation and the 

whole incident could easily be dismissed as trivial, the sort of 
thing bound to happen now and then among impassioned, 
EXW�RIWHQ�LPPDWXUH��\RXQJ�SHRSOH��<HW�WKH�LQFLGHQW�UHFHLYHG�
national and even international attention because it symbol-
L]HG�EURDGHU�IHDUV�LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�DERXW�UDPSDQW�
antisemitism on college campuses. Those fears, in turn, have 
VKDSHG�G\QDPLFV�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\��OHDGLQJ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRP-
munity to support the most aggressively irredentist factions 
RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\�RYHU�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WRZDUGV�
GLDORJXH�DQG�UHFRQFLOLDWLRQ��7KXV�D�VPDOO�VFXńH�UDLVHV�ELJ�
LVVXHVðDUH�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�UHDOO\�SHUVHFXWHG�DW�%HUNHOH\"�
:KHQ�GRHV�DQWL�=LRQLVP�EHFRPH�DQWLVHPLWLVP"�$QG�KRZ�
DUH�NLGV��RIWHQ�UDLVHG�LQ�KRPHV�ZKHUH�VXSSRUW�IRU�,VUDHO�DQG�
its policies is axiomatic and absolute, supposed to tell the 
GLŀHUHQFH"

7KHUHòV�QR�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�,VUDHO�LVQòW�SRSXODU�DW�8&�%HUNH-
OH\��õ,W�ZDV�VKRFNLQJ�WR�PH�ZKHQ�,�FDPH�KHUH�ö�VDLG�.DUHQ�
*DORU��D�8&�%HUNHOH\�ODZ�VWXGHQW�ZKR�SUHYLRXVO\�OLYHG�LQ�
+DLID��õ,òG�MXVW�VSHQW�WZR�\HDUV�LQ�,VUDHO�ULJKW�EHIRUH�,�FDPH�WR�
ODZ�VFKRRO��DQG�,�ZDV�UHDG\�IRU�LW��,�ZDV�OLNH�ŁQH��SHRSOH�DUH�
QRW�JRLQJ�WR�OLNH�,VUDHO��%XW�,�KDG�QR�LGHD�WKH�NLQG�RI�KDWH�WKDW�
SHRSOH�IHHO�IRU�LW�ö

There is a wide-ranging debate about the reasons for left-
LVW�KRVWLOLW\�WRZDUGV�,VUDHO��$QWL�=LRQLVWV�SRLQW�WR�WKH�KRUURUV�
,VUDHO�KDV�LQłLFWHG�RQ�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV��WKH�FRQWUDGLFWLRQV�
EHWZHHQ�=LRQLVP�DQG�OLEHUDO�SOXUDOLVP��DQG�WKH�PRUDO�DQG�
ŁQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�WKDW�,VUDHO�JHWV�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��7KH\�
bristle at any mention of antisemitism, seeing it as a crude 
bludgeon used against those who dissent from mainstream 
SROLWLFDO�RUWKRGR[\��7KHLU�FULWLFVðFDOO�WKHP�DQWL�DQWL�=LRQ-
ists—argue that Israel is held to a far higher standard than 
other nations and that leftists are hypocritically silent in the 
face of greater human rights violations by Saudi Arabia, Rus-
sia, and Egypt, among others. Both camps have some truth 
on their side. Good faith critics of Israel are often libeled 
as antisemites. At the same time, some of Israel’s harshest 
FULWLFV��SHUKDSV�HQMR\LQJ�WKH�IULVVRQ�RI�WUDQVJUHVVLRQ��KDYH�
LQGHHG�łLUWHG�ZLWK�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�+RORFDXVW�GHQLDO��

Lapses into outright bigotry do not, however, appear 
WR�EH�YHU\�FRPPRQ�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\��<HV��WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�
VFDWWHUHG�LQFLGHQWVðD�VZDVWLND�VFUDZOHG�RQ�D�EXV�VWRS�ODVW�
\HDU��D�EULFN�WKURZQ�WKURXJK�WKH�+LOOHO�ZLQGRZ�VHYHUDO�\HDUV�
before that—but they are rare. Galor, for one, didn’t feel that 
8&�%HUNHOH\òV�DQWL�,VUDHO�DWPRVSKHUH�VWHPV�IURP�DQWLVHPL-
tism. She believes that though hostility to Israel is unfair 
and overblown, it’s also a response to Israel’s own actions, 
FRXSOHG�ZLWK�8&�%HUNHOH\òV�OHIW\�SDVVLRQ�IRU�XQGHUGRJV��,Q�
other words, she feels campus animosities are driven by 
LGHRORJ\�UDWKHU�WKDQ�HWKQLF�RU�UHOLJLRXV�SUHMXGLFH��

THE “NEW ANTISEMITISM?”
(PLO\�*RWWUHLFK��9LFH�&KDLU�RI�8&�%HUNHOH\òV�&HQWHU�IRU�
Middle Eastern Studies, says, “There’s a lot of public concern 
about antisemitism, coming from the outside, coming from 
parents, coming from the Jewish donor community in the 
%D\�$UHD�WKDW�LV�UHDOO\�XQIRXQGHG�ö�+DYLQJ�VSHQW�IRXU�\HDUV�
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DV�D�%HUNHOH\�XQGHUJUDGXDWH��WZR�\HDUV�DV�D�SRVW�GRF��DQG�
VL[�\HDUV�ZRUNLQJ�DW�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV�
(CMES), she notes, “I have seen almost, almost no instances 
of antisemitism on campus. There’s almost nothing. There 
are some issues around Israel and Palestine, but I emphati-
cally do not see those as antisemitic. That, of course, is the 
ELJ�LVVXH�ö

Indeed, for several years, various Jewish leaders have been 
expressing alarm about what they call “the New Antisemi-
WLVP�ö�RIWHQ�GHŁQHG�DV�D�NLQG�RI�XQKLQJHG�DQWL�=LRQLVP�VDLG�
to be especially virulent in academia. In 2005, the U.S. Com-
mission on Civil Rights held hearings about antisemitism on 
FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�DQG�8&�%HUNHOH\�ZDV�PHQWLRQHG�UHSHDWHGO\��
Testifying before the panel, Sarah Stern, then of the American 
Jewish Congress, said, “From San Francisco State, UC Irvine, 
6DQWD�&UX]�DQG�%HUNHOH\�LQ�WKH�:HVW�WR�&ROXPELD�DQG�+DUYDUG�
on the East, and virtually hundreds of examples in between, 
this excessive fascination with Israel and the tendency to 
hold it up to disproportionate scrutiny has spilled over into 
attitudes and acts of hatred and anti-Semitism on the college 
FDPSXV�WRZDUGV�LQGLYLGXDO�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�ö318

7R�VRPH�RXWVLGHUV��WKH�ŁJKW�RQ�1RYHPEHU����MXVW�SURYHG�
that Stern was right. Then, a few months later, in an un-
SUHFHGHQWHG�UHFDOO�HOHFWLRQ��D�PDMRULW\�RI�VWXGHQWV�YRWHG�WR�
UHPRYH�7LNYDKòV�-RKQ�0RJKWDGHU�IURP�WKH�VWXGHQW�VHQDWH�
because of his alleged actions that night. As the story was 
told in the Jewish community beyond campus, Moghtader 
ZDV�EHLQJ�SHUVHFXWHG�IRU�KLV�=LRQLVP��,W�ZDV�RQO\�D�VKRUW�VWHS�
from there to see the recall as an antisemitic provocation and 
WR�LPDJLQH�WKDW�8&�%HUNHOH\�LV�D�WHUULEOH�SODFH�IRU�-HZLVK�VWX-
GHQWV��6RPH�DFFRXQWV�RI�WKH�ŁJKW�ZKLFK�KDYH�VSUHDG�DFURVV�
the internet became so exaggerated as to be almost unrecog-
QL]DEOHðLQ�RQH��LW�ZDV�FODLPHG�WKDW�WKH�SUR�=LRQLVW�VWXGHQWV�
DW�WKH�FRQFHUW�ZHUH�DWWDFNHG�E\�VRPH����DQWL�,VUDHO�VWXGHQWV��

On campus, though, things were much more complicat-
HG��0RVW�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�FOHDUO\�GLGQòW�IHHO�WKDW�7LNYDK�UHSUH-
VHQWHG�WKHPðLQ�IDFW��WKH�JURXS��NQRZQ�WR�EH�DJJUHVVLYH�DQG�
disruptive, was suspended from the campus’s Jewish Student 
8QLRQ�DIWHU�VHWWLQJ�Rŀ�D�VLUHQ�GXULQJ�D�1RUPDQ�)LQNHOVWHLQ�
lecture. At Hillel, a freshman girl told me that, while her 
SDUHQWV�KDG�ZRUULHG�WKDW�8&�%HUNHOH\�ZRXOG�EH�D�KRVWLOH�
environment, the only people that made her feel threatened 
ZHUH�PHPEHUV�RI�7LNYDK��*LOERD�ZDV�VKRFNHG�WR�KHDU�7LNYDK�
students chanting, “From the river to the sea, the land of 
,VUDHO�ZLOO�EH�IUHH�ö�D�FKDQW�WKDW�LPSOLHV�WKH�SHUPDQHQW�WDNH-
over of the occupied territories. She says she had never heard 
such rhetoric in Israel.

And yet Gilboa was under pressure to reach out to the 
7LNYDK�VWXGHQWV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DUJXH�ZLWK�WKHP��$Q�HEXOOLHQW��
ŁIWK�JHQHUDWLRQ�,VUDHOL�ZLWK�D�GHJUHH�LQ�-HZLVK�SKLORVRSK\�
IURP�%HQ�*XULRQ�8QLYHUVLW\��KHU�MRE�LV�WR�VHUYH�DV�D�NLQG�
of cultural emissary from her country. She’d only been on 
FDPSXV�D�FRXSOH�RI�PRQWKV�ZKHQ�WKH�ŁJKW�KDSSHQHG��DQG��
initially convinced that the Jewish students were at fault, 
she was furious. “I was very angry when I heard what hap-
SHQHG�ö�VKH�VDLG��KHU�(QJOLVK�KHDYLO\�DFFHQWHG�DQG�VOLJKWO\�
EURNHQ��õ:K\�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�QHHG�WR�SXQFK�3DOHVWLQLDQV"�:H�
DUH�VR�IDU�IURP�,VUDHO��:K\�VKRXOG�ZH�FRQWLQXH�WKLV�FRQłLFW�
KHUH"ö�

Gilboa wanted to foster coexistence. She considered the 

KHDG�RI�6-3�D�IULHQGðRQFH�D�ZHHN�JLYLQJ�KLP�+HEUHZ�OHVVRQV�
in exchange for Arabic lessons. “We do that because we want 
WR�PRGHO�VRPH�UHODWLRQVKLS�LQ�D�JRRG�ZD\�ö�VKH�VDLG��7KH�GD\�
DIWHU�WKH������LQFLGHQW��PHPEHUV�RI�6-3�RUJDQL]HG�D�GHEND��
a traditional Palestinian dance, which they performed in 
D�VSLULW�RI�SURWHVW�DQG�FKHHUIXO�GHŁDQFH��DQG�*LOERD�MRLQHG�
LQ��7R�PDQ\��WKLV�ZRXOG�VHHP�OLNH�D�SRVLWLYH��HYHQ�EHDXWLIXO�
thing—Jewish and pro-Palestinian students responding to 
YLROHQFH�E\�GDQFLQJ�WRJHWKHU��%XW�WKH�PHPEHUV�RI�7LNYDKð
and their supporters in the broader Jewish community—it 
ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�EHWUD\DO��$W�WKH�WLPH��VRPH�LQ�WKH�ORFDO�-HZLVK�
community complained about Gilboa to Hillel’s national 
KHDGTXDUWHUV��õ7KH\�WROG�WKH�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��RŃFH�WKDW�
she’s not pro-Israel, that she’s dancing with anti-Israel 
SHRSOH�ö�VDLG�,WDPDU�+DULWDQ��ZKR�ODVW�\HDU�IRXQGHG�D�OLEHUDO�
-HZLVK�JURXS�RQ�FDPSXV�FDOOHG�.HVKHU�(QRVKL��RU�7KH�+XPDQ�
&RQQHFWLRQ��õ6KHòV�IDPRXV�DOO�RYHU�WKH�-HZLVK�ZRUOG�IRU�WKDW�ö�
*LOERD�QRZ�UHJDUGV�WKDW�GDQFH�DV�D�WHUULEOH�PLVWDNH��DQ�HUURU�
that she made because she didn’t understand the dynamics 
RQ�FDPSXV��1RZ��ZLWK�RXWVLGHUV�DFFXVLQJ�%HUNHOH\�+LOOHO�
RI�EHLQJ�LQVXŃFLHQWO\�SUR�,VUDHO��WKHUH�LV�SUHVVXUH�WR�WDNH�D�
PRUH�DGYHUVDULDO�VWDQFH�WRZDUGV�6-3��DQG�WR�ZHOFRPH�7LNYDK�
EDFN�LQWR�WKH�IROG��,Q�������7LNYDK�ZDV�UHPRYHG�IURP�%HUNH-
ley’s Jewish Student Union (JSU) over their conduct during a 
OHFWXUH�E\�1RUPDQ�)LQNHOVWHLQ��DW�ZKLFK�EXOOKRUQV�ZHUH�XVHG�
WR�GLVUXSW�WKH�VSHDNHU��:KLOH�0RJKWDGHU�KDV�łDWO\�GHQLHG�XV-
ing profane language, he was caught on video yelling, “F*** 
\RX�ö�DW�)LQNHOVWHLQ��>6HH�SURŁOH�RI�)LQNHOVWHLQ�@

0HDQZKLOH��WKH�7LNYDK�VWXGHQWV�FRQWLQXH�WR�IHHO�KDUDVVHG�
DQG�DJJULHYHG��õ,òG�VD\�LWòV�GHŁQLWHO\�QRW�VR�IULHQGO\�IRU�WKRVH�
ZKR�ZDQW�WR�EH�DFWLYH�DQG�RXWZDUGO\�-HZLVK�DQG�SUR�,VUDHO�ö�
VD\V�<RQL�:HLQEHUJ��D����\HDU�ROG�PHPEHU�RI�7LNYDK�IURP�
/RV�$QJHOHV��:HLQEHUJ�VHHV�QR�GLŀHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�DQWLVHPL-
WLVP�DQG�DQWL�=LRQLVP��+H�KDG�QHYHU�KHDUG�DQ\RQH�FULWLFL]H�
Israel before he arrived on campus, and the atmosphere 
stunned him. “Growing up in LA, in a very Jewish neighbor-
KRRG��\RX�QHYHU�KHDU�RU�HYHQ�NQRZ�WKHVH�WKLQJV�H[LVW�ö�KH�
VD\V��õ7KHUH�LW�ZDV�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI��ñ+RZ�PXFK�GR�\RX�ORYH�
,VUDHO"ò�+HUH��\RX�VHH�SHRSOH�OLNH��ñ)�8���-HZ��,VUDHO�WKLV��,VUDHO�
WKDW�ò�,WòV�KXUWIXO�DQG�VKRFNLQJ�WR�VHH�LQ�VXFK�D�SUHVWLJLRXV�
LQVWLWXWLRQ�OLNH�%HUNHOH\�ö

For Weinberg, the academic year of 2009 was particular-
ly fraught. “Earlier this year, on the bus stop, people [drew] 
VZDVWLNDV��DQG�WKH\�GLG�VZDVWLNDV�HTXDOV�-HZLVK�VWDU�ö�KH�
VD\V��õ7KHUH�ZDV�D�SUR�,VUDHO�VLJQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�FRH[LVWHQFH�
in Israel between Arabs and Jews, and they crossed out the 
ZRUG�ñ-HZVò�DQG�ZURWH�ò)UHH�3DOHVWLQH�ò�7KDW�ZDV�NLQG�RI�
ZKDW�NLFNHG�Rŀ�WKH�\HDU�DQG�FUHDWHG�D�UHDOO\�QHJDWLYH�IHHO-
LQJ�WR�WKLV�\HDU�ö

,Q�IDFW��WKRXJK��WKH�RULJLQV�RI�WKH�VZDVWLNDV�DUH�DV�FORXG\�
DV�WKRVH�RI�WKH�1RYHPEHU����ŁJKW��%ULDQ�0DLVVH\��OLNH�:HLQ-
berg, is from a heavily Jewish part of Southern California, 
and the anti-Israel tone on campus stunned him, leading 
KLP�WR�VHHN�VXSSRUW�LQ�7LNYDK��õ7KH�UHDVRQ�,�JRW�LQYROYHG�LQ�
7LNYDK�LV�WKH�VDPH�UHDVRQ�7LNYDK�JRW�VWDUWHG�ö�KH�VDLG��õ:H�
felt there was a really strong anti-Israel voice on campus, 
and we wanted to be there to respond to it, and to provide an 
RSSRVLWH�YLHZSRLQW�ö�%XW�0DLVVH\��D�IUHVKPDQ��GLGQòW�ZDQW�
to spend the next four years at war with pro-Palestinian stu-
dents, and so he regularly—and secretly—met privately with 
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a member of SJP. The conversation began, ironically enough, 
GXULQJ�D�SURWHVW�RI�,VUDHOòV�LQYDVLRQ�RI�*D]D��WR�ZKLFK�0DLVVH\�
had come to counterprotest. “I have the mixed blessing of be-
LQJ�QD±YH�HQRXJK�WR�WKLQN�LWV�SRVVLEOH�WR�UHFRQFLOH�ZLWK�6-3�ö�
KH�VD\V��õ:KHWKHU�WKDWòV�WUXH�RU�QRW��ZHòOO�VHH��,�IHHO�OLNH�LWV�
something that’s within my power to change during my time 
KHUH�DV�D�VWXGHQW�ö
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BOSTON COLLEGE Academically, BC has a wide array of programs. Along 
with the College of Arts and Sciences, there are graduate 
schools of Arts and Sciences, Education, Law, Management, 
1XUVLQJ��6RFLDO�:RUN��DQG�7KHRORJ\�DQG�0LQLVWU\�HQUROOLQJ�
nearly 5,000 students. The College of Arts and Sciences has 
22 departments and 23 interdisciplinary programs which 
WRJHWKHU�RŀHU�QHDUO\����PDMRUV�DQG�FRQFHQWUDWLRQV��DORQJ�
ZLWK�DOPRVW�DV�PDQ\�PLQRUV��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�PDMRU�DQG�PLQRU�
FRQFHQWUDWLRQV�LQ�,VODPLF�&LYLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�6RFLHWLHV�DQG�D�
minor in Jewish Studies. Language courses include ten Ara-
ELF�DQG�HLJKW�+HEUHZ�FRXUVHV�RŀHUHG�LQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQWV�RI�
Slavic and Eastern Languages and Theology. 

$OPRVW�WKUHH�TXDUWHUV�RI�%&òV�XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�OLYH�RQ�
campus in 29 residence halls. Special interest living oppor-
tunities include freshman leadership and honors houses, 
DQG�łRRUV�GHGLFDWHG�WR�0XOWLFXOWXUDO�/HDGHUVKLS�([SHULHQFH��
Healthy Alternatives Lifestyle, and Romance Languages. 
Athletics are another important part of the BC community. 
There are 13 men’s and 16 women’s teams, and the football 
DQG�PHQòV�DQG�ZRPHQòV�LFH�KRFNH\�WHDPV�DUH�SHUHQQLDO�
SRZHUKRXVHV�ZLWK�D�GHGLFDWHG�%RVWRQ�IROORZLQJ�Rŀ�FDPSXV�
as well as on. The Muslim Student Association and Hillel 
meet the needs of Muslim and Jewish students, while other 
H[WUDFXUULFXODU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�SRWHQWLDOO\�UHOHYDQW�WR�WKHVH�
communities include the Arab Student Association, Students 
for Justice in Palestine, and Student Coalition for Israel.

ANTISEMITISM AND ISLAMOPHOBIA AT 
BOSTON COLLEGE
There appears to be very little overt antisemitism or Islamo-
phobia at BC. Media reports of incidents are few and gener-
DOO\�ORQJ�SDVW��WKH\�LQFOXGH�RFFDVLRQDO�DQWLVHPLWLF�UHPDUNV�
E\�LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�D�VZDVWLND�SDLQWHG�RQ�D�-HZLVK�SURIHVVRUòV�
GRRU�LQ�������)DFXOW\��VWDŀ��DQG�VWXGHQWV�UHSRUW�YHU\�IHZ�
VLPLODU�HYHQWV��VRPH�PHUHO\�UXPRUHG��RQH�SHUVRQ�VDLG�VKHòG�
KHDUG�WKHUH�KDG�EHHQ�D�VZDVWLND�GUDZQ�RQ�FDPSXV�IRXU�RU�
ŁYH�\HDUV�DJR�EXW�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�GHDOW�ZLWK�LW�VZLIWO\��ZKLOH�
DQRWKHU�VDLG�WKDW�VKH�KDG�KHDUG�RI�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�PDNLQJ�
DQ�õLQDSSURSULDWHö�FRPPHQW�WR�D�JURXS�RI�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKDW�
WKH�SHUVRQ�LQ�TXHVWLRQ�QR�ORQJHU�RFFXSLHG�WKH�SRVLWLRQ��

6WDWLVWLFV�IURP�WKH�2ŃFH�IRU�,QVWLWXWLRQDO�'LYHUVLW\�FRQ-
ŁUP�WKLV�LPSUHVVLRQ��,Q�����ï����WKUHH�LQFLGHQWV�RI�õKDWH�
FULPHV�DQG�ELDV�PRWLYDWHG�RŀHQVLYH�FRQGXFWö�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�
LQ�WKH�2ŃFHòV�LQFLGHQW�GDWDEDVH��LQ�����ï����WKHUH�ZHUH�VL[��
DQG�LQ�����ï����WKH�ŁUVW�\HDU�RI�WKH�GDWDEDVH��WKHUH�ZHUH�WHQ��
2I�DOO�WKHVH�LQFLGHQWV�RQO\�WZR�ZHUH�FODVVLŁHG�XQGHU�UHOLJLRQ�
�WKH�PDMRULW\�ZHUH�UHJDUGLQJ�UDFH��JHQGHU�WUDQVJHQGHU��DQG�
sexual orientation). At least one of these religion-based inci-
GHQWV�DSSHDUV�WR�KDYH�WDNHQ�WKH�IRUP�RI�JUDŃWL��

The general sense of the campus climate correlates with 
the data. Muslim Student Association (MSA) President 
6DOPDQ�5DQJUH]�VLPSO\�FDOOV�%&�õD�YHU\�DFFHSWLQJ�SODFH�ö�
and that seems to be the overall impression. It appears that 
“overt antisemitism and Islamophobia are not tolerated on 
FDPSXV�ö�DV�3URIHVVRU�5XWK�/DQJHU��$VVRFLDWH�'LUHFWRU�RI�WKH�
Center for Jewish-Christian Learning, put it. The experience 
RI�D�-HZLVK�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�ZRPHQòV�KRFNH\�WHDP�LOOXVWUDWHV�
ERWK�WKH�RYHUDOO�DFFHSWDQFH�DQG�WKH�H[SOLFLW�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�

r e B e C C a  s t e i n i t z ,  W i n t e r  2 0 1 1

,QIRUPDOO\�NQRZQ�DV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�õ&DWKROLF�,Y\�/HDJXH�ö�
Boston College is one of the top Catholic universities in the 
FRXQWU\��)RXQGHG�E\�-HVXLWV�LQ�������%RVWRQ�&ROOHJH��%&��LV�
ORFDWHG�MXVW�RXWVLGH�%RVWRQ��LQ�&KHVWQXW�+LOO��0DVVDFKXVHWWV��
D�ZHDOWK\�VXEXUE�QHVWOHG�EHWZHHQ�WKH�-HZLVK�LGHQWLŁHG�
FRPPXQLWLHV�RI�1HZWRQ�DQG�%URRNOLQH��%&�KDV�ORQJ�EHHQ�
the college of choice for Boston’s Irish Catholic elite and its 
graduates are well-represented among the top echelons of 
%RVWRQòV�ODZ�ŁUPV�DQG�EXVLQHVVHV��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�UDQNV�RI�
Massachusetts politicians.

More than 150 years after its founding, BC is becoming in-
creasingly national, international, and diverse. Women were 
ŁUVW�DGPLWWHG�WR�WKH�VFKRRO�LQ������DQG�LWV�XQGHUJUDGXDWH�
programs were fully co-educational by 1970; today the under-
graduate student population is 52 percent female. 29 percent 
of students identify themselves as of African-American, His-
SDQLF��$VLDQ��RU�$PHULFDQ�,QGLDQ�GHVFHQW��DQG����VWDWHV�DQG�
93 countries are represented in the student body.

Data on religious identity is harder to come by. The com-
PRQ�ŁJXUH��FLWHG�LQ�DGPLVVLRQV�PDWHULDOV�DQG�UHIHUHQFHG�E\�
faculty and administrators, is that 70 percent of BC students 
are Catholic and the rest are not. According to the BC Hillel 
website, 2 percent of the 9,000 undergraduates are Jewish, 
EXW�DQRWKHU�DGPLQLVWUDWRU�UHFDOOHG�ŁJXUHV�VWDWLQJ�WKDW���SHU-
cent were Jewish and 1 percent Muslim. Several people who 
PLJKW�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�NQRZ�WKHVH�ŁJXUHV�LQVLVWHG�WKH\�GLG�QRW�
NQRZ�WKHP�DQG�KDG�QR�LGHD�KRZ�WR�ŁQG�WKHP��RWKHUV�VLPSO\�
stated that they were not available. One faculty member said 
WKDW�VKH�KDG�KHDUG�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�QRW�DVNHG�DERXW�WKHLU�
religious identities because Catholic students worried that 
LI�WKH\�VDLG�WKH\�ZHUH�&DWKROLF��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZRXOG�FKHFN�
up on whether they were going to Mass. Whatever the exact 
QXPEHUV��ZKLFK�VHHP�OLNHO\�WR�DSSUR[LPDWH�WKH�ŁJXUHV�FLWHG�
here, it is clear that BC remains demographically a largely 
Catholic university, even as those demographics are shifting.

at a glance
Name ....................... Boston College

Location ................... Chestnut Hill, Massachusetts 

Student Body.............. 9,171 undergraduate students
 4,960 graduate and professional  
 students

Gender ..................... 53% female, 47% male

6HOI�,GHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as Students Of Color ..... 24%

5HOLJLRXV�$ŃOLDWLRQ
 .... 70% Catholic, 2-3% Jewish, 
 1% Muslim

International .............. 50 states, 93 countries, 
 13% international 


8QRŃFLDO�QXPEHUV
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SUHMXGLFH��$IWHU�VRPHRQH�PDGH�DQ�DQWLVHPLWLF�UHPDUN�WR�
her, the young woman told her team, and the other players 
responded with an overt and universal show of verbal and 
SUDFWLFDO�VXSSRUW��7KH\�GHFRUDWHG�WKH�WHDPòV�ORFNHU�URRP�IRU�
+DQXNNDK��DWWHQGHG�D�6KDEEDW�VHUYLFH�DQG�PHDO�ZLWK�KHU��
and, when she received a grant to research antisemitism on 
FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��DWWHQGHG�KHU�ŁQDO�SUHVHQWDWLRQ��$V�WKLV�
anecdote suggests, while BC is not immune from insensitiv-
LW\�DQG�RŀHQVLYH�EHKDYLRU��WKH�FRXQWHU�UHVSRQVH�WHQGV�WR�EH�
dramatically larger and more substantive.

Although it may seem counterintuitive, given the Catholic 
church’s reputation for antisemitism in a variety of eras and 
FRQWH[WV��PDQ\�SHRSOH�LGHQWLI\�%&òV�&DWKROLFLVP�DV�NH\�WR�D�
FDPSXV�FXOWXUH�WKDW�SUL]HV�WROHUDQFH��SROLWHQHVV��DQG�NLQG-
ness. It is important to note that BC is a Jesuit institution, and 
the Jesuits have longstanding traditions of commitment to 
VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�LQWHUIDLWK�GLDORJXH�DQG�XQGHU-
standing. However, many see the Catholic basis of BC’s climate 
as less a matter of doctrine than of attitude. Though Langer ex-
SODLQV�WKDW�õDFFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�RŃFLDO�WHDFKLQJV�RI�WKH�&DWKROLF�
church, antisemitism is a sin and anti-Islamic actions would 
>DOVR@�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�WKDW�ZD\��DOWKRXJK�LWòV�OHVV�RŃFLDO�ö�VKH�
DOVR�KDLOV�õWKH�JHQHUDO�SROLWHQHVV�RI�WKH�FDPSXVö�ZKLFK�PHDQV�
WKDW�õFHUWDLQ�NLQGV�RI�GLVFRXUVH�DUH�QRW�DFFHSWDEOH�ö�6LPLODUO\��
Political Science Professor Alan Wolfe, Director of The Boisi 
Center for Religion and American Political Life, says that “be-
ing Catholic and being at BC is all about being nice and being 
UHVSHFWIXO�ö�,Q�DQ�HUD�ZKHQ�&DWKROLFLVP�LV�OHVV�DERXW�FUHHG�DQG�
more about personal and ethnic identity, he argues, “to be 
&DWKROLF�LV�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�D�NLQG�RI�VHUYLFH�WR�WKH�FRPPRQ�
JRRG��WR�GRLQJ�ULJKW�û�*LYHQ�WKDW��DQ\�NLQG�RI�HWKQLF�RU�UDFLDO�
KDWUHG�ZRXOG�VWULNH�>%&�VWXGHQWV@�DV�QRW�EHLQJ�QLFH�ö

There is also an academic component to BC’s campus cli-
PDWH��)RUPHU�'LUHFWRU�RI�-HZLVK�/LIH�(OLVVD�.OHLQ��HPSOR\HG�
by Hillel, notes that “the Jesuit culture is one of tolerance 
DQG�OHDUQLQJ�ö�$IWHU�WKH������DWWDFNV��%&�DFWLYHO\�VHW�RXW�WR�
FUHDWH�ZKDW�/DQJHU�FDOOV�õD�EDVH�RI�NQRZOHGJHö�DERXW�,VODP�
on campus. With the support of a federal grant, a new inter-
disciplinary program, Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies, 
ZDV�FUHDWHG�LQ�������7KH�SURJUDP��QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�,VODPLF�
&LYLOL]DWLRQ�DQG�6RFLHWLHV��ŁUVW�RŀHUHG�D�PLQRU��EXW�ZKHQ�LW�
KDG����PLQRUV��LQ��������LW�HVWDEOLVKHG�D�PDMRU�DV�ZHOO�

$UDELF�ZDV�D�NH\�FRPSRQHQW�RI�WKH�SURJUDP�IURP�WKH�
EHJLQQLQJ��:KHQ�%&�EHJDQ�WR�RŀHU�$UDELF�FRXUVHV�LQ������
RUJDQL]HUV�KRSHG�IRU�KDOI�D�GR]HQ�VWXGHQWV�WR�VWDUW��EXW����
HQUROOHG�WKH�ŁUVW�\HDU�DQG�WKHUH�ZHUH�����VWXGHQWV�E\�������
7KH�LQWHUHVW�LQ�$UDELF�LV�MXVW�RQH�VLJQ�RI�JHQHUDO�VWXGHQW�
LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�ŁHOG��$V�:ROIH�SXWV�LW��õ:H�FDQòW�KLUH�HQRXJK�
SHRSOH�WR�WHDFK�DERXW�,VODP��LWòV�MXVW�KXJH�RQ�FDPSXV��7KHUHòV�
D�WUHPHQGRXV�IDVFLQDWLRQ�DQG�FXULRVLW\�ö

7KH�-HZLVK�6WXGLHV�SURJUDP��ZKLFK�RŀHUV�GLYHUVH�
courses and a minor, similarly aims to educate students 
with an eye to tolerance. As the program’s website puts 
LW��õWKH�SURJUDP�FRQWULEXWHV�WR�%RVWRQ�&ROOHJHòV�HŀRUWV�WR�
LQWHUQDWLRQDOL]H�DQG�HQULFK�LWV�FXUULFXOXP�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�
VSDFH�IRU�UHłHFWLRQ�RQ�DQ�HWKQLFDOO\�DQG�UHOLJLRXVO\�GLYHUVH�
FDPSXV�ö�6LPLODUO\��WKH�PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�&KULVWLDQ�

Jewish Learning (CCJL) is “the multifaceted development 
and implementation of new relationships between Chris-
tians and Jews that are based, not merely on toleration, but 
RQ�IXOO�UHVSHFW�DQG�PXWXDO�HQULFKPHQW�ö

It is important to note, however, that despite the overall 
sense of a positive campus climate and the academic initia-
tives designed to foster such a climate, Jewish and Muslim 
students do not necessarily operate on a fully level playing 
ŁHOG��.OHLQ�DFNQRZOHGJHV�WKDW�%&òV�QRQ�&DWKROLF�VWXGHQWV�
RIWHQ�IHHO�õGLŀHUHQW�ö�WKRXJK�VKH�KDVWHQV�WR�DGG�WKDW�WKLV�LV�
QRW�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�RYHUW�SUHMXGLFH�RU�H[FOXVLRQ��õ,�WKLQN�
some non-Catholic students, Muslims, Jewish students, 
Episcopalians, do feel a sense of otherness because they are 
GLŀHUHQW�IURP�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP��EXW�LWòV�QRW�LQ�D�KDWHIXO�ZD\��
MXVW�LQ�D�GLŀHUHQW�ZD\�ö�2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�JODULQJ�LQHTXDOLWLHV�
appears in the area of religious resources. Out of 15 campus 
professionals devoted to religious life—12 campus ministers, 
two priests, and one nun—14 are Catholic and responsible 
for Catholic students, services, and programming. Reverend 
Howard McLendon, a Baptist minister, has responsibility for 
all other religions, including Jews and Muslims. Reverend 
McLendon suggests that this disparity may subtly undermine 
%&òV�RYHUW�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�UHOLJLRXV�WROHUDQFH��õ,I�,�ZHUH�WDON-
ing about an environment where there was a level playing 
ŁHOG��DQG�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�VSLULWXDO�
formation and spiritual expression of all religions, for that 
WR�EH�D�UHDOLW\��WKDW�ODQJXDJH�RU�WKDW�GHVLUH�KDV�WR�EH�EDFNHG�
up with resources and facilities. In a situation where there 
would be more parity, there might be one [chaplain] for each 
RI�WKH�PDMRU�UHOLJLRQV�ö

Still, it is clear that BC is a university that is largely safe 
for Jewish and Muslim students, a place where tolerance is 
WKH�UXOH��QRW�MXVW�DQ�HPSW\�SURPLVH�

A NOTE ON ISRAEL/PALESTINE
7ZR�SHRSOH�LQWHUYLHZHG�IRU�WKLV�SURŁOH�LQGHSHQGHQWO\�EURXJKW�
XS�WKH�WRSLF�RI�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH��%RWK�H[SOLFLWO\�DFNQRZOHGJHG�
that Israel/Palestine is a separate issue from antisemitism and 
Islamophobia. However, Israel/Palestine has been an issue on 
campus and, as such, inevitably is an issue for Jews and Mus-
lims, as well as for perceptions of Jews and Muslims. It seems 
as if much of the animus on this issue is located among the 
faculty. Where one person commented on a persistent stream 
RI�õDQWL�,VUDHOö�DFWLYLVP�RQ�FDPSXV��WKH�RWKHU�LGHQWLŁHG�D�
VLJQLŁFDQW�DPRXQW�RI�,VODPRSKRELD�DPRQJ�IDFXOW\�FROOHDJXHV��
VWHPPLQJ��LQ�KLV�RSLQLRQ��IURP�=LRQLVP��

A particular locus of concern for this issue has been Jew-
ish sociology professor Eve Spangler’s course, Social Justice 
LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�3DOHVWLQH��ZKLFK�WDNHV�VWXGHQWV�RQ�D�WULS�WR�,VUD-
el/Palestine. While one faculty member believed this course 
was problematically unbalanced, another suggested that 
pro-Israel faculty misread student desire to be even-handed 
as anti-Israel. It seems, though, that while these issues are of 
acute interest to a small group of faculty and some students, 
they are not a large-scale campus concern.
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BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY

at a glance
Name ....................... Brandeis University

Location ................... Waltham, Massachusetts  

Student body .............. 3,300 undergraduate
 2,200 graduate 
 continuing education 

Gender ....................56% female, 44% male

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as students of color ...... 21% undergraduates
 29% graduates 

5HOLJLRXV�DŃOLDWLRQ
 .... 50% Jewish, 
 03% Muslim (200 students)

International .............. 9.5% undergraduates
 30% graduates 


8QRŃFLDO�HVWLPDWHV
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BRANDEIS: AN OVERVIEW
Brandeis University, located in Waltham, Massachusetts 
RXWVLGH�%RVWRQ��ZDV�IRXQGHG�LQ������DV�D�-HZLVK�OLEHUDO�
DUWV�XQLYHUVLW\��,W�UHPDLQV�WR�WKLV�GD\�D�XQLTXH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��
the only Jewish research university in the United States not 
GLUHFWO\�FRQQHFWHG�WR�D�VSHFLŁF�-HZLVK�GHQRPLQDWLRQ�DQG�RU�
religious purpose. 

According to statistics from Fall 2009, Brandeis had 
approximately 3,300 undergraduates and 2,200 graduate 
and continuing education students. Fifty-six percent of the 
student body is female, and 9.5 percent of undergraduates 
and 30 percent of graduate students are international. Ap-
proximately 21 percent of undergraduates and 29 percent of 
graduate students self-identify as students of color. 

/LNH�PRVW�XQLYHUVLWLHV��%UDQGHLV�GRHV�QRW�NHHS�VWDWLVWLFV�
RQ�UHOLJLRQ�RU�UHOLJLRXV�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ��:KLOH�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�
UHSHDWHGO\�FODLPV�WKDW�MXVW�XQGHU����SHUFHQW�RI�XQGHUJUDGX-
DWHV�DUH�-HZLVKðWKLV�LV�QRW�RŃFLDOO\�FRQŁUPHG��,W�VKRXOG�
be noted that there are approximately 250 Orthodox Jewish 
students who represent a distinct and visible community on 
campus. There are approximately 200 Muslim students. 

Along with its College of Arts and Sciences, Brandeis has 
three graduate schools—Arts and Sciences, Business, and 
Social Policy and Management—and a School of Continuing 
Studies. Brandeis sees itself as both a research university and 
a liberal arts college. As part of its commitment to a contem-
porary interdisciplinary version of the liberal arts, the Col-
OHJH�RI�$UWV�DQG�6FLHQFH�KDV�RUJDQL]HG�LWV����GHSDUWPHQWDO�
DQG�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�PDMRUV�DQG�PLQRUV�LQWR�HLJKW�õXPEUHO-

ODVö�NQRZQ�DV�õDUHDV�RI�VWXG\�ö�7KHVH�LQFOXGH�*OREDO�6WXGLHV��
+HDOWK��6FLHQFH��6RFLHW\�DQG�3ROLF\��7KH�+XPDQLWLHV��5HDVRQ�
	�,PDJLQDWLRQ��-HZLVK�6WXGLHV��-XVWLFH�	�3XEOLF�/LIH��3K\VL-
FDO�	�&RPSXWDWLRQDO�6FLHQFH��3UHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�3URIHVVLRQDO�
/LIH��DQG�9LVXDO�	�3HUIRUPLQJ�$UWV�

Given the institution’s origins, it should be no surprise 
WKDW�-HZLVK�6WXGLHV�LV�D�ODUJH��GLVWLQFWLYH��DQG�łRXULVKLQJ�
component of Brandeis’s academic program. The Islamic 
DQG�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV�PDMRU�DQG�PLQRU�DUH�KRXVHG�
under Jewish Studies, alongside the Near Eastern and Judaic 
6WXGLHV�PDMRU�DQG�PLQRU��7KH�+HEUHZ�/DQJXDJHV�DQG�
Literature program (which Brandeis claims is the largest in 
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��RŀHUV����ODQJXDJH�IRFXVHG�FRXUVHV��ZKLOH�
WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�$UDELF�SURJUDP�KDV�HLJKW��,VODPLF�DQG�0LGGOH�
Eastern Studies and Near Eastern and Judaic Studies, as well 
DV�DVVRFLDWHG�GHSDUWPHQWV��RŀHU�D�SOHWKRUD�RI�FRXUVHV�RQ�WRS-
ics related to Judaism and Islam, as well as Jews and Arabs. 
7KHVH�UDQJH�IURP�õ,VODP�&LYLOL]DWLRQV�DQG�,QVWLWXWLRQVö�DQG�
õ3ROLWLFDO�&XOWXUH�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ö�WR�õ$PHULFDQ�-XGDLVP�ö�
õ-HZLVK�6HFXODULVP�ö�DQG�õ*HQGHU�LQ�WKH�%LEOH�ö��

Numerous study abroad opportunities are available for 
Brandeis students, including programs in Egypt, Jordan, Leb-
DQRQ��0RURFFR��2PDQ��7XQLVLD��7XUNH\��DQG�,VUDHO��%UDQGHLV�
also has an intercultural partnership with the Palestinian Al-
Quds University. At the graduate level, the Master’s program 
LQ�7HDFKLQJ�KDV�D�WUDFN�IRU�WHDFKLQJ�LQ�SULYDWH�-HZLVK�GD\�
VFKRROV��DQG�WKH�0DVWHUòV�LQ�7HDFKLQJ�+HEUHZ�LV�WKH�ŁUVW�RI�LWV�
NLQG�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\��%UDQGHLV�DOVR�KRXVHV�WKH�&URZQ�&HQWHU�
for Middle East Studies, the Schusterman Center for Israel 
Studies, the Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies, and 
the National Center for Jewish Film, as well as the Mandel 
Center for Studies in Jewish Education and the Institute for 
Informal Jewish Education. In short, Brandeis is an academic 
PDJQHW�IRU�DOO�NLQGV�RI�-HZLVK�VWXGLHV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��EXW�DOVR�
for studies in Islam and the Middle East writ more broadly.

Brandeis has eleven residence halls and guarantees 
students four semesters of housing. While many colleges and 
XQLYHUVLWLHV�RŀHU�NRVKHU�GLQLQJ�SURJUDPV�RU�KDOOV��%UDQGHLV�
PD\�EH�XQLTXH�LQ�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�LWV�ODUJH�WUDGLWLRQDO�GLQLQJ�KDOO�
RŀHUV�ERWK�NRVKHU�DQG�QRQNRVKHU�IRRG��VR�WKDW�DOO�VWXGHQWV�
FDQ�HDW�WRJHWKHU��6WDŀHG�E\�-HZLVK��0XVOLP��&DWKROLF��DQG�
Protestant chaplains, the Interfaith Chaplaincy at Brandeis 
DOVR�HPSKDVL]HV�LQWHUFRQQHFWLRQ�DQG�SOXUDOLVP��%UDQGHLVòV�
Jewish, Catholic, and Protestant chapels were designed and 
EXLOW�WRJHWKHU��VR�WKDW�HDFK�LV�WKH�VDPH�VL]H�DQG�WKHLU�VKDG-
ows never fall upon each other. There is a Muslim prayer 
VSDFH�LQ�WKH�8VGDQ�6WXGHQW�&HQWHU��$�łRXULVKLQJ�+LOOHO�ZLWK�
VL[�VWDŀ�PHPEHUV�LV�DOVR�ORFDWHG�LQ�8VGDQ��+LOOHO�VSRQVRUV�
Orthodox, Conservative Egalitarian, and Reform services, as 
well as over 20 clubs, performing arts groups, and commit-
tees. Not surprisingly, of Brandeis’s over 250 student organi-
]DWLRQV�DQG�FOXEV��D�VLJQLŁFDQW�QXPEHU�DUH�GLYHUVHO\�IRFXVHG�
on Judaism, Islam, and the Middle East, including the Arab 
&XOWXUH�&OXE��WKH�%UDQGHLV�=LRQLVW�$OOLDQFH��WKH�<LGGLVK�&OXE��
Chalav U’Dvash��-RXUQDO�RI�=LRQLVW�7KRXJKW���%DòQRWH��-HZLVK�
women’s a capella group), Jewish Fella Acapella (Jewish men’s 
a capella group), Manginah (co-ed Jewish a capella group), 
+LOOHO�7KHDWHU�*URXS��%UDQGHLV�,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLW-
tee, Brandeis Students for Justice in Palestine, J Street U–
%UDQGHLV��%UDQGHLV�-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��0XVOLP�6WXGHQWV�
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at Brandeis itself.

ú� +RQRUV�IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ�DQG�FLYLOLW\�RI�GLV-
course as fundamental educational cornerstones.

ú� 6HHNV�WR�VDIHJXDUG�WKH�VDIHW\��GLJQLW\�DQG�ZHOO�
being of all its members.

ú� (QGHDYRUV�WR�IRVWHU�D�MXVW�DQG�LQFOXVLYH�FDPSXV�FXO-
ture that embraces the diversity of the larger society. 

This history and mission are very much alive at Brandeis 
WRGD\��DQG�DUH�IUHTXHQWO\�UHIHUUHG�WR�ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZDQW�WR�
H[SODLQ�%UDQGHLVòV�SURŁOH�DQG�SUDFWLFHV��%UDQGHLV�DVVHUWV�
that expressions and actions of bigotry are unacceptable. In 
point of fact, between 2007–2009 there were no reported 
hate crimes at Brandeis. At the same time, a volatile politi-
cal climate, especially when it comes to Israel and Palestine, 
is sometimes–but not universally–articulated in antisemitic 
and Islamophobic terms. 

,W�LV�JHQHUDOO\�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LV�XQ-
acceptable at Brandeis. Indeed, for many it appears to be 
inconceivable. Brandeis undergraduate Lev Hirschorn, 
FR�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�%UDQGHLV�FKDSWHU�RI�-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��
PRVW�FOHDUO\�DUWLFXODWHV�WKH�REYLRXV�UHDVRQV��

I don’t want to say that antisemitism doesn’t exist, 
but it doesn’t. It’s a Jewish school. 50% of the student 
body is Jewish. It’s got one of the best Judaic studies 
programs in the country. There’s a really high empha-
sis on the Jewish identity of the university. Anyone 
who comes to Brandeis knows all that. It’s not like it’s 
D�VHFUHW�RU�DQ\WKLQJ��,WòV�UHDOO\�GLŃFXOW�IRU�PH�WR�LPDJ-
ine there would be any population who would come to 
Brandeis who would have any issue with Jews, Jewish 
culture, or any of that. There could be people who are 
confused, but if they exist, they’re very quiet about it. 

Sociology professor Gordon Fellman, who has been at 
%UDQGHLV�IRU����\HDUV��FRQFXUV��õ,I�DQ\�QRQ�-HZLVK�VWXGHQW�
is antisemitic, it would be so unacceptable to express, it 
LVQòW�H[SUHVVHG�ö�$QRWKHU�VWXGHQW��-RQ�6XVVPDQ��FDOOV�WKH�
%UDQGHLV�FDPSXV�õLQFUHGLEO\�WROHUDQWö�DQG�õYHU\�SODFLG�ö

0XVOLPV�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�RI�RWKHU�EDFNJURXQGV�
have similar assessments. Imam Talal Eid, the Muslim 
FKDSODLQ��FDOOV�WKH�FOLPDWH�õYHU\�KHDOWK\ö�DQG�VD\V�WKDW�KH�KDV�
“noticed full harmony between the Jewish students and the 
0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�DQG�û�RWKHU�IDLWKV�ö�

Imam Eid points both to the absence of the negative—he 
UHFDOOV�QR�DQWL�,VODP�DWWDFNV�RU�DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�REVHUYHV�WKDW�
SHRSOH�DW�%UDQGHLV�WDNH�FDUH�WR�GLVWLQJXLVK�EHWZHHQ�0XVOLPV�
and terrorists—and the presence of the positive—Jewish stu-
GHQWV�SUHSDUH�IRRG�IRU�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�WR�EUHDN�WKHLU�IDVWV�
GXULQJ�5DPDGDQ�DQG�KH�KLPVHOI�ZHDUV�õP\�IXOO�RXWŁW��P\�
WXUEDQ�DQG�P\�UREHö�DQG�LV�IXOO\�DFFHSWHG�ZKHUHYHU�KH�JRHV��

The Catholic chaplain, Reverend Walter Cuenin, concurs 
ZLWK�,PDP�(LGòV�RYHUDOO�DVVHVVPHQW��ZKLOH�.DDPLOD�0R-
KDPHG��DQ�RŃFHU�RI�WKH�0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQ��06$���
FDOOV�%UDQGHLV�õD�UHDOO\�SRVLWLYH�HQYLURQPHQW�ö�DQG�VD\V��
õ7KHUHòV�QR�IHDU�WKDW�,�NQRZ�RI�DQG�,�KDYHQòW�VHQVHG�RXWZDUG�
KDWH��LQ�WHUPV�RI�KDWH�VSHHFK�RU�WKLQJV�OLNH�WKDW�ö

Association, Brandeis Reform Chavurah, Brandeis Orthodox 
2UJDQL]DWLRQ��%UDQGHLV�5HFRQVWUXFWLRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ��DQG�
%UDQGHLV�8QLYHUVLW\�&RQVHUYDWLYH�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�

As a relatively young university with a smaller endow-
ment than many of its academic peers, Brandeis has been 
KLW�KDUG�E\�WKH�UHFHQW�HFRQRPLF�GRZQWXUQ��7KH�HŀHFWV�RI�
WKH�0DGRŀ�ŁQDQFLDO�IUDXG�DOVR�KDG�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�LPSDFW�
on Brandeis’s largely Jewish donor base. In 2009, facing a 
VLJQLŁFDQW�GHŁFLW��%UDQGHLV�DQQRXQFHG�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�FORVH�
LWV�ZHOO�UHVSHFWHG�DUW�PXVHXP�DQG�VHOO�Rŀ�VRPH�RI�LWV�PDMRU�
holdings. A huge outcry greeted this announcement and the 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�EDFNHG�Rŀ��WKRXJK�WKH�IXWXUH�RI�WKH�PXVHXP�
remains unclear. 

In 2010, a committee of faculty, administrators, and 
students proposed additional cost-saving measures, in-
FOXGLQJ�WKH�HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�MREV�DQG�WKH�HOLPLQDWLRQ�DQG�RU�
UHRUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�VHYHUDO�GHSDUWPHQWV�DQG�SURJUDPV��:LWK�
a new president installed in January 2011, Brandeis is in an 
LQVWLWXWLRQDO�VWDWH�RI�łX[��WKRXJK�WKH�IXQGDPHQWDOV�RI�WKH�
university remain strong.

ANTISEMITISM AND ISLAMOPHOBIA  
AT BRANDEIS
Lore has it that Brandeis was founded in part as a response to 
TXRWDV�DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW�-HZV�DW�+DUYDUG��:KHWKHU�
this is true or not, pluralism and diversity have been overt 
and fundamental principles of the university from its begin-
QLQJ��1DPHG�IRU�/RXLV�%UDQGHLV��WKH�ŁUVW�-HZLVK�6XSUHPH�
&RXUW�-XVWLFH�DQG�D�FUXVDGHU�IRU�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�IUHH�VSHHFK��
%UDQGHLV�LV�D�-HZLVK�LQVWLWXWLRQ�ZKLFK�KDV�VWDNHG�LWV�LGHQWLW\�
upon inclusiveness and respect. 

The University’s Mission Statement underscores these 
FRPPLWPHQWV��õ%\�EHLQJ�D�QRQVHFWDULDQ�XQLYHUVLW\�WKDW�
ZHOFRPHV�VWXGHQWV��WHDFKHUV�DQG�VWDŀ�RI�HYHU\�QDWLRQDOLW\��
religion and orientation, Brandeis renews the American 
KHULWDJH�RI�FXOWXUDO�GLYHUVLW\��HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�RSSRUWXQLW\�DQG�
IUHHGRP�RI�H[SUHVVLRQ�ö�7KH�0LVVLRQ�6WDWHPHQW�LV�DFFRPSD-
nied by a Diversity Statement which highlight’s the Univer-
VLW\òV�RULJLQV�

Established in 1948 as a model of ethnic and religious 
pluralism, Brandeis University:

ú� &RQVLGHUV�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�FHQWUDO�WR�LWV�PLVVLRQ�DV�D�
nonsectarian university founded by members of the 
American Jewish community.

ú� $LPV�WR�HQJDJH�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLW\�DV�DF-
tive citizens in a multicultural world.

ú� 6HHNV�WR�EXLOG�DQ�DFDGHPLF�FRPPXQLW\�ZKRVH�
members have diverse cultures, backgrounds, and life 
experiences.

ú� %HOLHYHV�WKDW�GLYHUVH�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�LGHDV�DUH�
crucial to academic excellence.

ú� 5HFRJQL]HV�WKH�QHHG�WR�DQDO\]H�DQG�DGGUHVV�WKH�
ways in which social, cultural and economic inequali-
WLHV�DŀHFW�SRZHU�DQG�SULYLOHJH�LQ�WKH�ODUJHU�VRFLHW\�DQG�
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7KH�RQH�VLJQLŁFDQW�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKHVH�FODLPVðDOWKRXJK�
in some ways the exception that proves the rule—was the 
0DUFK����������YDQGDOL]LQJ�RI�WKH�QHZO\�UHQRYDWHG�06$�
suite in the Usdan Student Center. Intruders entered the 
XQORFNHG�VSDFH�DQG�RYHUWXUQHG�ODPSV��XQSOXJJHG�DSSOL-
DQFHV�DQG�FRPSXWHUV��VFUDWFKHG�DW�D�VHDOHG�GRRU��DQG�WRRN�
WKH�,PDPòV�.RUDQ��ZKLFK�FRQWDLQHG�KLV�QRWHV�DQG�VHUPRQV��
The perpetrators were never caught so their motive remains 
XQNQRZQ��DQG�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�DW�%UDQGHLV�FKRVH�WR�EHOLHYH�
that it could have been a random event. As Sussman puts 
LW��õ,�QHYHU�NQHZ�ZKDW�WR�WKLQN�RI�LW�EHFDXVH�LW�MXVW�VHHPHG�
so strange and out of the blue … My hope is it wasn’t politi-
FDOO\�PRWLYDWHG�RU�UHOLJLRXVO\�PRWLYDWHG��LW�ZDV�MXVW�D�SUDQN�
DQG�XQIHHOLQJ��LW�ZDVQòW�LQWHQWLRQDO�LQ�WKDW�VHQVH�ö�:KLOH�LWòV�
impossible to discern the motives or identities of the vandals, 
6XVVPDQòV�REVHUYDWLRQ�WKDW�öLW�GRHVQòW�VHHP�WR�EH�FRQQHFWHG�
WR�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVHö�DSSHDUV�WR�EH�WUXH��,PDP�(LG�DOVR�EHOLHYHV�
WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�DQ�õLVRODWHG�HYHQW�ö�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�IDLOHG�
security rather than bias. He points out that similar incidents 
have occurred in the other chapels at Brandeis but have not 
received the same media attention because they did not 
involve the Muslim community at a Jewish school.

It is worth noting that the Brandeis community was 
hugely supportive of the MSA. As Cuenin describes it, 
õ(YHU\RQH�UDOOLHG�WRJHWKHU��KXQGUHGV�DQG�KXQGUHGV�RI�NLGV�
FDPH�WRJHWKHU�EHFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�VR�XSVHW�DERXW�LW�ö�%RWK�WKH�
Faculty Senate and the Student Union Senate passed resolu-
tions condemning the vandalism; the university’s president, 
four chaplains, and Associate Dean of Student Life sent an 
email of support to the entire community; and a solidarity 
vigil was held, also attended by the president and chaplains. 
The incident did highlight the fact that Muslim students do 
QRW�KDYH�D�FKDSHO�RI�WKHLU�RZQ��XQOLNH�&DWKROLF��3URWHVWDQW��
DQG�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV��0DQ\�KDYH�QRWHG�WKLV�ODFN�DQG�VXJ-
gested that it points to the second-class status of Muslims at 
Brandeis (though Imam Eid believes the small number of reli-
JLRXVO\�REVHUYDQW�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�GR�QRW�MXVWLI\�D�PRVTXH���
However, in an op-ed in the Brandeis student newspaper, The 
Justice��06$�RŃFHU�:DMLGD�6\HG�DFNQRZOHGJHG�WKDW�õQR�RQH�
will deny that at Brandeis, Muslims are socially and admin-
LVWUDWLYHO\�XQGHUUHSUHVHQWHG�ö�EXW�DOVR�LQVLVWHG�WKDW�õD�VLQJOH�
incident should not erroneously color … Brandeis Universi-
W\�ö�KDLOHG�WKH�UHVRXQGLQJ�FDPSXV�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�06$��DQG�
FKDUDFWHUL]HG�%UDQGHLV�RYHUDOO�DV�õD�FRPPXQLW\�FRQWLQXDOO\�
SXVKLQJ�IRU�SURJUHVV�ö

:KHQ�DVNHG�ZK\�%UDQGHLV�KDV�VXFK�D�SRVLWLYH�DWPR-
sphere, people almost always cite its history and policies. “It’s 
EXLOW�LQWR�WKH�IDEULF�RI�WKLV�SODFH�ö�VD\V�&XHQLQ��FLWLQJ�QRW�MXVW�
the larger principles on which Brandeis was founded, but 
VSHFLŁF�JHVWXUHV�WRZDUG�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�LQFOXVLYLW\��VXFK�
as naming the Protestant chapel after Supreme Court Justice 
John Marshall Harlan, the sole Justice to oppose Jim Crow 
ODZV��DQG�GRHV�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�IUDWHUQLWLHV�DQG�VRURULWLHV�RQ�
WKH�JURXQGV�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�LQKHUHQWO\�H[FOXVLYH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
Sociology professor David Cunningham agrees, explaining 
that “Brandeis’s mission is inherently about diversity. The 
whole origin story is all about being inclusive when other 
VFKRROV�ZHUHQòW�ö�+LUVFKRUQ�DŃUPV�WKDW�WKLV�õRULJLQ�VWRU\ö�
VSHDNV�WR�WRGD\òV�VWXGHQWV��õ7KH�IRXQGLQJ�P\WKRORJ\�RI�
Brandeis is very rooted in the idea of accepting other people, 

being tolerant, not having exclusion or exclusivity. Whether 
RU�QRW�WKDWòV�WUXH��LW�KDV�D�UHDO�HŀHFW�RQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\�ö�
õ6WXGHQWV�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�WUDGLWLRQ�ö�VD\V�6XVVPDQ��õDQG�DUH�
LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�KROGLQJ�LW�ö

This is not to say that Brandeis is Eden. Mohamed notes 
WKDW�RQ�WKH�%UDQGHLV�FDPSXV��-HZLVK�LV�RIWHQ�HTXDWHG�ZLWK�
:KLWH��DQG�UDFLDO�FRQłLFWV�FDQ�OHDG�WR�QHJDWLYH�FRPPHQWV�
about Jews within student communities of color. She be-
OLHYHV�WKDW�0XVOLP�ZRPHQ�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZHDU�WKH�KLMDE�IDFH�
subtle resistance on campus. There is a sense of distance and 
exclusivity between observant and non-observant Jews on 
FDPSXV��%XW�WKHVH�DUH�PLQRU�GLVWXUEDQFHV�RQ�D�õSODFLGö�DQG�
õWROHUDQWö�FDPSXVðLQGHHG��WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�WKLQJV�KDSSHQ�HY-
erywhere, but members of the Brandeis community may be 
PRUH�OLNHO\�WR�EULQJ�WKHP�XS�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�H[SOLFLWO\�DVNHG�
for examples of bias.

The single persistent exception to the overall harmonious 
FOLPDWH�DW�%UDQGHLV�LV��QRW�VXUSULVLQJO\��IRFXVHG�RQ�FRQłLFWV�
in the Middle East. As Sussman puts it, “Middle Eastern poli-
WLFV�LV�WKH�VWXPEOLQJ�EORFN�DW�%UDQGHLV�ö�$V�D�-HZLVK�LQVWLWX-
tion, Brandeis mirrors the complicated relationship Ameri-
can Jews have with Israel. Sussman, who is a student activist, 
IUDPHV�WKH�LQWHQVLW\�RI�WKH�LVVXH�SHUVRQDOO\��FRPSDUHG�WR�
other regions and political issues, he suggests, “More stu-
dents have relatives there, or have been there, or are person-
ally connected to that region. It’s relevant to people’s lives, 
WKH\�IHHO�FRQQHFWHG�WR�LW�ö�&XQQLQJKDP�IUDPHV�LW�SROLWLFDOO\��
“Brandeis is a combination of seeing itself as a progressive 
place generally, but issues pertaining to Israel play out dif-
ferently than at other progressive campuses. There is a fairly 
VWURQJ�=LRQLVW�EHQW�WR�VWXGHQWVò�EDFNJURXQGV�DQG�EHOLHIV�ö�
He says that while most students are not politically involved, 
WKH\�WHQG�WR�VSHDN�XS�RQ�,VUDHO��)HOOPDQ�FODLPV�WKDW�õPRVW�
of the students are not interested in Israel, or they [express] 
NQHH�MHUN��6XQGD\�VFKRRO�PLQGOHVV�VXSSRUW�IRU�,VUDHO�ö�D�
PRUH�SRLQWHG�WDNH�RQ�&XQQLQJKDPòV�SHUVSHFWLYH�EXW�RQH�
which nevertheless suggests a similar sense of Israel being a 
special issue on campus. 

While the activist segment of the Brandeis student body 
may be a small fraction of the whole, it spans a range of 
political positions. Brandeis Israel Action Committee is a 
VWURQJO\�=LRQLVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�DQ�DŃOLDWH�RI�$PHULFDQ�
,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH���-�6WUHHW�8ï%UDQGHLV�LV�D�
chapter of the campus arm of the relatively new Jewish lob-
E\LQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��-�6WUHHW��ZKLFK�VXSSRUWV�D�WZR�VWDWH�VROX-
WLRQ��-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��-93���D�VWHS�IXUWKHU�WR�WKH�OHIW��
urges divestment and supports boycotts of products made 
in the Israeli settlements. Brandeis Students for Justice in 
3DOHVWLQH��6-3��VXSSRUWV�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FDXVH��-�6WUHHW�8��-93��
DQG�%UDQGHLV�6-3�ZHUH�DOO�IRXQGHG�VLQFH�������VXJJHVWLQJ�D�
rising interest in more progressive positions on the Israel/
3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFWðWKRXJK�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�D�%UDQGHLV�7HD�3DUW\�
chapter was founded in Fall 2010, and promptly sponsored a 
showing of Obsession: Radical Islam’s War Against the West, 
suggests that right-wing positions also have their adherents. 
,W�LV�QRWHZRUWK\�WKDW�DOO�WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�D�ODUJHO\�
Jewish leadership and membership. The Brandeis faculty 
also has widely diverse positions on the Middle East, from 
RXWVSRNHQ�=LRQLVWV�OLNH�VRFLRORJLVW�6KXOD�5HLQKDU]��ZKR�LV�
married to the former university President, described below) 
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and historian Jonathan Sarna, to Fellman, who is a peace 
activist and Palestinian supporter.

6WURQJ�IHHOLQJV�RQ�0LGGOH�(DVW�LVVXHV�JLYH�IUHTXHQW�ULVH�
WR�ZKDW�ERWK�&XQQLQJKDP�DQG�6XVVPDQ�DSWO\�FDOO�õłDVK-
SRLQWV�ö�LQFLGHQWV�DQG�HYHQWV�WKDW�FDXVH�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�XSURDU�
on campus and often spread to the local and national media 
DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�%UDQGHLVòV�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRP-
PXQLW\��,Q�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�PDQ\�RI�WKRVH�łDVKSRLQWV��HVSH-
cially those which come to mind for faculty, have concerned 
DFWLRQV�WDNHQ�E\�-HKXGD�5HLQKDU]��WKH�%UDQGHLV�SUHVLGHQW�
who stepped down at the end of 2010. Many people on cam-
SXV�SHUFHLYHG�5HLQKDU]�DV�DWWHPSWLQJ�WR�DOLJQ�%UDQGHLV�ZLWK�
Israel, a perception which was certainly enhanced in 2002 
ZKHQ�KH�ZDV�TXRWHG�LQ�WKH�,VUDHOL�QHZVSDSHU�Ha’aretz as say-
ing, “Part of the responsibility of the university—and since I 
am the president I am the one who determines such things—
LV�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�-HZLVK�DJHQGD�LQ�WKH�ZRUOGö��WKRXJK�KH�
later claimed to have been mistranslated). 

6RPH�RI�5HLQKDU]òV�FRQWURYHUVLDO�DFWLRQV�LQFOXGHG�SXOOLQJ�
Brandeis advertising from Boston National Public Radio af-
ŁOLDWH�:%85�WR�SURWHVW�ZKDW�ZDV�VHHQ�DV�LWV�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
QHZV�FRYHUDJH��������DQG�VKXWWLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�9RLFHV�RI�
Palestine exhibit of art by Palestinian youth (2006). He was 
also heavily implicated in the controversy over former Presi-
GHQW�-LPP\�&DUWHUòV������YLVLW�WR�%UDQGHLV�WR�VSHDN�DERXW�
KLV�ERRN�Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid��&DUWHU�ŁUVW�UHMHFWHG�
DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ�WR�GHEDWH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�=LRQLVW�$ODQ�'HUVKRZLW]�
DQG�WKHQ�DIWHU�PXFK�FRQWURYHUV\��VSRNH�RQ�FDPSXV�DORQH�LQ�
D�WLJKWO\�RUJDQL]HG�HQFRXQWHU��DIWHU�ZKLFK�'HUVKRZLW]�VSRNH�
LQ�D�VHSDUDWH�HYHQW��:KLOH�5HLQKDU]�SURYLGHG�IXQGLQJ�IRU�
WKH�HYHQW��KH�GLG�QRW�DWWHQG��DQG�DIWHUZDUGV�FULWLFL]HG�WKH�
expense to the Faculty Senate. In the aftermath of Carter’s 
visit, a student-faculty committee was established to monitor 
FDPSXV�VSHDNHUV�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�

(DFK�RI�WKHVH�LQFLGHQWV�JHQHUDWHG�VLJQLŁFDQW�FRQWURYHUV\��
criticism, and protest on campus, as well as media attention. 
Brandeis’s wealthy Jewish donor base was also an important 
constituency in the resulting debates, with some donors 
WU\LQJ�WR�LQłXHQFH�%UDQGHLVòV�SRVLWLRQV�DQG�VRPH�IDFXOW\�DQG�
student activists protesting their involvement. It should be 
QRWHG��KRZHYHU��WKDW�5HLQKDU]�DOVR�RYHUVDZ�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�
the partnership between Brandeis and Al-Quds University in 
WKH�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�WKH�IRXQGLQJ�RI�WKH�6OLIND�,VUDHOL�&RH[LV-
tence Scholarships, which support Israeli-Arab and Israeli-
Jewish students (one each per year) who have been involved 
LQ�õFRH[LVWHQFH�HŀRUWVö�LQ�,VUDHO��7KDW�VRPH�IDFXOW\�VDZ�WKH�
FORVLQJ�RI�WKH�9RLFHV�RI�3DOHVWLQH�H[KLELW�DV�DQ�DQRPDO\�YLV�
¢�YLV�5HLQKDU]òV�VXSSRUW�IRU�RSHQ�GLDORJXH�DERXW�,VUDHO�DQG�
3DOHVWLQH��ZKLOH�RWKHUV�VDZ�LW�DV�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�5HLQKDU]òV�
support of Israel and censorship of pro-Palestinian positions, 
WHVWLŁHV�WR�WKH�QDWXUH�RI�FRQłLFWLQJ�SHUFHSWLRQV�

Students, understandably, have a more limited history 

ZLWK�WKH�LQVWLWXWLRQ��0RUH�UHFHQW�łDVKSRLQW�HYHQWV�WKH\�
recall include the 2009 debate between Justice Richard Gold-
VWRQH��OHDGHU�RI�WKH�81�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�&RXQFLO�IDFW�ŁQGLQJ�
PLVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�*D]D�&RQłLFW��DQG�IRUPHU�,VUDHOL�DPEDVVD-
dor to the United Nations Dore Gold; the selection of Israeli 
ambassador to the United States Michael Oren as commence-
PHQW�VSHDNHU�LQ�������ULJKW�ZLQJ�DFWLYLVW�'DYLG�+RURZLW]òV�
WDON�RQ�FDPSXV�LQ�IDOO�������WKH�1RYHPEHU������,VUDHOL�2F-
FXSDWLRQ�$ZDUHQHVV�ZHHN�VSRQVRUHG�E\�-93��DQG�%UDQGHLV�
6-3��1RDP�&KRPVN\òV�WDON�GXULQJ�,VUDHOL�2FFXSDWLRQ�$ZDUH-
QHVV�:HHN��DQG�WKH�7HD�3DUW\�VFUHHQLQJ�RI�Obsession��/LNH�WKH�
earlier events noted above, these also generated discussion, 
controversy and protests from multiple perspectives as well 
as media coverage.

:KDW�LV�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EHWZHHQ�FRQłLFWV�RYHU�0LGGOH�
East politics and antisemitism and Islamophobia on campus? 
For many faculty, these issues inevitably slide together. In 
2007, at the time of the Carter controversy, Professor Shula 
5HLQKDU]�QRWRULRXVO\�HTXDWHG�DQWL�=LRQLVP�ZLWK�DQWLVHPL-
tism in her column in Boston newspaper The Jewish Advocate, 
VD\LQJ��õ0RVW�ZRXOG�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�VLPSO\�DQWL�=LRQLVWV��
not anti-Semites. But I disagree, because in a world where 
there is only one Jewish state, to oppose it vehemently is to 
HQGDQJHU�-HZV�ö�6KH�LV�GHŁQLWHO\�QRW�WKH�RQO\�IDFXOW\�PHP-
ber on campus who feels this way but there are also faculty 
who are careful to draw distinctions between politics and 
religion, including Fellman, who says, “It’s really the Pales-
WLQLDQ�LVVXH�PRUH�WKDQ�DQWL�0XVOLP�ö

For many activist students, the explicit distinction 
between politics and religion is clear. Hirschorn says that, “I 
GRQòW�WKLQN�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�GHEDWH�DW�%UDQGHLV�LV�URRWHG�
LQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�,VODPRSKRELD�ö�6XVVPDQ�FODLPV�WKDW�
õ%UDQGHLV�KDV�OXFNHG�RXW�LQ�WKDW�ZH�KDYHQòW�KDG�DQ\�LQVWDQFHV�
RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LQ�GLVFXVVLQJ�,VUDHO�SROLWLFV�ö�-93��WR�WDNH�RQH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��H[SOLFLWO\�GLVDYRZV�õDQWL�-HZLVK��DQWL�0XVOLP��
DQG�DQWL�$UDE�ELJRWU\�DQG�RSSUHVVLRQ�ö�2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
students do point to a sotto voce conversation, which some-
WLPHV�EHFRPHV�ORXGHU��RQ�)DFHERRN�DPRQJ�RWKHU�SODFHV��LQ�
ZKLFK�VRPH�GHJUHH�RI�SUHMXGLFH�HPHUJHV�DQG�WKH�SROLWLFDO�
PHUJHV�ZLWK�WKH�SUHMXGLFLDO��õ3HRSOH�PDNLQJ�MRNHV�DERXW�
,VODP�DQG�VWXŀö�DQG�õ3HRSOH�VDLG�RQ�)DFHERRN�ZH�VKRXOG�
UHQDPH�>,VUDHOL�2FFXSDWLRQ�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN@�$WWDFN�WKH�-HZV�
:HHN�ö

2YHUDOO��WKH�%UDQGHLV�FDPSXV�LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�DQ�RYHUW�
and widely embraced ethos of tolerance and diversity. At the 
same time, it experiences a volatile climate shaped by diverse 
opinions about Israel and Palestine, including diverse opin-
ions about the relationship between Middle Eastern politics 
and antisemitism and Islamophobia. When it comes to overt 
expressions of antisemitism and Islamophobia, however, 
there are almost none to be found, and in the rare instances 
when they do occur, they are roundly condemned.
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COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY American academia. In August 2004 the New York Sun, a 
conservative newspaper that would consistently champion 
Fish’s cause, wrote, “Harvard University may not want his 
money, but the unelected president of the United Arab Emir-
DWHV�KDV�D�JUDWHIXO�EHQHŁFLDU\�LQ�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��&R-
lumbia told The New York Sun�LW�ZRXOG�QRW�UHWXUQ�D����������
JLIW�IURP�WKH�RŃFH�RI�6KHLN�=D\HG�ELQ�6XOWDQ�$O�1DK\DQ�WR�
support a professorship in modern Arab studies and litera-
WXUH�QDPHG�DIWHU�(GZDUG�6DLG�ö

%\�WKHQ��)LVK�KDG�WDNHQ�D�MRE�DV�WKH�1HZ�<RUN�5HJLRQDO�'L-
UHFWRU�RI�WKH�'DYLG�3URMHFW��DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRXQGHG�LQ������
“in response to the ideological assault on Israel and its sup-
SRUWHUV�RQ�1RUWK�$PHULFDòV�FDPSXVHV�ö�7KHUH��VKH�ZDV�DEOH�
WR�FKDQQHO�WKH�FRPSODLQWV�LQWR�D�PDMRU�SXEOLF�FRQWURYHUV\�
with national repercussions. She “came to this with one scalp 
LQ�KHU�EHOW��&ROXPELD�ZDV�WR�EH�WKH�QH[W�RQH�ö�VDLG�5LFKDUG�
Bulliet, a professor of Middle Eastern history at Columbia. As 
KH�SRLQWV�RXW��õ,W�GLGQòW�ZRUN��7KH�SURIHVVRUV�ZKR�RŀHQGHG�
KHU�DUH�VWLOO�KHUH�ö�1HYHUWKHOHVV��WKH�IXURU�OHIW�VRPH�VFKRODUV�
IHHOLQJ�OLNH�WDUJHWV�RI�D�ZLWFK�KXQW�ZKLOH�FRQYLQFLQJ�VRPH�LQ�
the Jewish community that the Columbia campus is a hotbed 
of anti-Israel propaganda. 

7KH�FHQWHUSLHFH�RI�WKH�'DYLG�3URMHFWòV�&ROXPELD�FDP-
paign was a documentary titled Columbia Unbecoming that 
has never been released to the public, though a transcript 
DSSHDUV�RQ�D�'DYLG�3URMHFW�ZHEVLWH��7KH�YLGHR�IHDWXUHV�D�
QXPEHU�RI�VWXGHQWV��VRPH�RI�WKHP�LGHQWLŁHG�RQO\�E\�WKHLU�
initials, accusing professors in Columbia’s Middle East and 
Asian Language and Culture Department of unfairness and 
occasionally outright antisemitism. “Columbia and Barnard 
are great schools and there’s a real vibrant Jewish life on cam-
SXV�ö�VD\V�D�VWXGHQW�LQ�WKH�ŁOP�LGHQWLŁHG�E\�WKH�LQLWLDOV�'�.��
“But for students who want a comfortable environment in 
ZKLFK�WR�WDON�DERXW�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��WKHUHòV�D�SURE-
OHP��'LŀHUHQW�SHRSOH�KDYH�H[SHULHQFHG�WKH�SUREOHP�LQ�GLI-
IHUHQW�ZD\V��%XW�LWòV�QRW�MXVW�D�IHZ�LVRODWHG�LQFLGHQWV�RU�D�IHZ�
concerned students. It’s a situation where students who want 
an honest discussion of the Middle East on campus are being 
VLOHQFHG��$QG�LWòV�D�SUREOHP�WKDW�VWDUWV�ZLWK�SURIHVVRUV�ö

Columbia Unbecoming is in many ways a dishonest piece 
RI�ZRUN��%XOOLHW�PHW�)LVK�EHIRUH�WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�KDG�EHHQ�
SURGXFHG��õ,�WDONHG�WR�KHU�IRU�TXLWH�VRPH�WLPH�DERXW�KHU�
SODQV�ö�KH�VD\V��õ+HU�LQLWLDO�SODQ�ZDV�WR�SURGXFH�WKH�YLGHR�
DQG�WR�NHHS�LW�VHFUHW�EHFDXVH�VKH�VDLG�WKH�VWXGHQWV��WKH�RQHV�
ZKR�KDG�DJUHHG�WR�WDON��ZDQWHG�WR�EH�DQRQ\PRXV��7KH\�
didn’t want people to see who they were, except her target 
audience. Her target audience [was] going to be Jewish mon-
H\�VRXUFHV�RI�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�ö�%XOOLHW�VD\V�KH�VFROGHG�
KHU�õYHU\�VWURQJO\�ö�VD\LQJ�WKDW�LI�VKH�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�PDNH�
DFFXVDWLRQV�DJDLQVW�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�VKH�KDG�WR�VKRZ�WKH�ŁOP�WR�
the administration. In the end she agreed, and the movie was 
VFUHHQHG�IRU�VHYHUDO�&ROXPELD�RŃFLDOV�

6WLOO��WKH�ZD\�WKH�ŁOP�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�KDG�PDQ\�RI�WKH�
KDOOPDUNV�RI�D�VHFUHW�VPHDU�FDPSDLJQ��/LHO�/HLERYLW]��IRU�
H[DPSOH��ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�DV�DQ�HGLWRU�DW�The Jewish Week when 
KH�JRW�D�FDOO�IURP�VRPHRQH�DW�WKH�'DYLG�3URMHFW�WHOOLQJ�KLP�
about Columbia Unbecoming and urging him to write about it. 
7KH�FDOOHU�WROG�KLP�WKDW�WKH�ŁOP�VKRZHG�õVHULRXV��LQVWLWXWLRQ�
ZLGH�SHUVHFXWLRQ�RI�,VUDHOL�VWXGHQWV�ö�/HLERYLW]��KLPVHOI�DQ�
,VUDHOL�DQG�D�&ROXPELD�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW��ZDV�VNHSWLFDO��VLQFH�

M i C h e l l e  G o l D B e r G ,  W i n t e r  2 0 1 0

The story of the 2004 uproar over Middle Eastern studies at 
Columbia University actually begins a few years earlier and 
a few hundred miles away, at Harvard University. There, 
a campaign led by a graduate student named Rachel Fish 
got Harvard to return an endowment for a chair of Islamic 
6WXGLHV��+HU�YLFWRU\�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�D�NLQG�RI�SURWRW\SH�IRU�
ULJKW�ZLQJ�SUR�,VUDHO�DFWLYLVWV�ZRUNLQJ�WR�LQłXHQFH�D�FDPSXV�
climate they regard as hostile. 

In 2002, Fish, a second-year graduate student at Har-
vard’s Divinity School and the founder of the Harvard 
8QLYHUVLW\�*UDGXDWH�6WXGHQW�)ULHQGV�RI�,VUDHO��RUJDQL]HG�D�
conference about global antisemitism. At a panel discussion 
VKH�OHDUQHG�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�GLVWXUEHG�KHU��WKH�VFKRRO�KDG�DF-
FHSWHG������PLOOLRQ�IURP�6KHLNK�=D\HG�ELQ�6XOWDQ�$O�1DK\DQ��
president of the United Arab Emirates, to endow a chair of 
,VODPLF�6WXGLHV��6KHLN�=H\HG�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�IXQGHU�RI�WKH�$EX�
'KDEL�EDVHG�=D\HG�&HQWHU�IRU�&RRUGLQDWLRQ�DQG�)ROORZ�XS��
6HW�XS�LQ������DV�WKH�WKLQN�WDQN�IRU�WKH�$UDE�/HDJXH��WKH�
=D\HG�&HQWHU�KDG�KRVWHG�PDMRU�OXPLQDULHV��LQFOXGLQJ�%LOO�
&OLQWRQ�DQG�-DFTXHV�&KLUDF��EXW�LW�DOVR�KDG�D�UHFRUG�RI�GLV-
seminating antisemitism. It sponsored lectures by notorious 
$PHULFDQ�DQWLVHPLWHV�OLNH�/\QGRQ�/D5RXFKH�DQG�0LFKDHO�
&ROOLQV�3LSHU��WKH�ODWWHU�JDYH�D�WDON�LQVLVWLQJ�RQ�WKH�OHJLWL-
macy of the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. A guest lecturer 
from Saudi Arabia had declared that “the Jewish people must 
obtain human blood so that their clerics can prepare holiday 
SDVWULHV�ö�

)LVK�RUJDQL]HG�D�FDPSDLJQ�WR�JHW�+DUYDUG�WR�UHIXVH�WKH�
money, collecting hundreds of signatures and garnering 
PDMRU�PHGLD�DWWHQWLRQ��(PEDUUDVVHG��6KHLN�=D\HG�VKXW�GRZQ�
WKH�=D\HG�&HQWHU��VD\LQJ�WKDW�LWV�DFWLYLWLHV�õVWDUNO\�FRQWUD-
GLFWHG�WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI�LQWHUIDLWK�WROHUDQFH�ö�%XW�)LVK�DQG�KHU�
allies insisted that wasn’t enough because he hadn’t person-
ally disassociated himself from antisemitism. Unsure what to 
do, Harvard put the money on hold and eventually the UAE 
DVNHG�IRU�LW�EDFN�

)RU�)LVK�LW�ZDV�D�PDMRU�YLFWRU\ïLQ������The Forward 
QDPHG�KHU�RQH�RI�WKH����PRVW�LQłXHQWLDO�-HZV�LQ�$PHULFD��
%XW�LW�GLGQòW�PDUN�WKH�HQG�RI�6KHLN�=D\HGòV�LQYROYHPHQW�LQ�

at a glance
Name ....................... Columbia University

/RFDWLRQ�� ..................1HZ�<RUN��1HZ�<RUN�

6WXGHQW�ERG\�� ............������XQGHUJUDGXDWHV

*HQGHU�� .................... 47% female, 53% male

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ 
as students of color ...... 55%

International ..............����������IRUHLJQ�FRXQWULHV�
 represented, undergraduate
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this description didn’t match his own experience. But he was 
DOVR�LQWULJXHG�VR�KH�DVNHG�WR�VHH�WKH�ŁOP��7KH�FDOOHU�VDLG�KH�
couldn’t because the documentary wasn’t public, but that he 
VKRXOG�ZULWH�DERXW�LW�DQ\ZD\��/HLERYLW]�UHIXVHG��6RPH�RI�KLV�
colleagues, he noted, were less reticent. 

The New York Sun�OHG�WKH�FKDUJH�WR�SURPRWH�WKH�ŁOP�DQG�
H[FRULDWH�&ROXPELD��õ$W�D�KLVWRU\�FODVV��D�SURIHVVRU�PRFN-
ingly tells a female Jewish student she cannot possibly have 
DQFHVWUDO�WLHV�WR�,VUDHO�EHFDXVH�KHU�H\HV�DUH�JUHHQ�ö�D�VWRU\�
about the documentary from October 20, 2004 began. “Dur-
ing a lecture, a professor of Arab politics refuses to answer 
D�TXHVWLRQ�IURP�DQ�,VUDHOL�VWXGHQW�DQG�PLOLWDU\�YHWHUDQ�EXW�
LQVWHDG�DVNV�WKH�VWXGHQW��ñ+RZ�PDQ\�3DOHVWLQLDQV�KDYH�\RX�
NLOOHG"òö�2QO\�LQ�WKH�WHQWK�SDUDJUDSK�GRHV�LW�EHFRPH�FOHDU�
WKDW�WKH�ZULWHU��-DFRE�*HUVKPDQ��KDGQòW�VHHQ�WKH�ŁOP��DQG�
was relying on the accounts of people who had. He was thus 
publishing second-hand versions of anonymous accusations. 

7KRVH�DFFXVDWLRQV�KDG�UHDO�SROLWLFDO�FRQVHTXHQFHV��
-RVHSK�0DVVDG��D�ŁHU\�SURIHVVRU�ZKR�ZDV�VLQJOHG�RXW�LQ�
Columbia Unbecoming, had not received tenure when the 
GRFXPHQWDU\�ZDV�UHOHDVHG��%URRNO\Q�&RQJUHVVPDQ�$Q-
WKRQ\�:HLQHU�FDOOHG�RQ�&ROXPELD�WR�ŁUH�KLP��D�GHPDQG�
echoed by the febrile conservative press. “The way to begin 
FRUUHFWLQJ�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�ZLWK�D�JUDQG�JHVWXUH�ö�
wrote the Sun. “A Columbia honorary degree for Prime 
0LQLVWHU�6KDURQ�ZRXOG�EH�RQH�ZD\�WR�GR�LW��6R�ZRXOG�ŁULQJ�
0U��0DVVDG�RU�JLYLQJ�EDFN�WKH�PRQH\�IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�$UDE�
Emirates … Then Columbia could set about hiring some 
WHDFKHUV�ZKR�GLVSOD\�JHQXLQH�FULWLFDO�MXGJPHQW�ö�$FFRUGLQJ�
to The Jewish Week, a fellow Columbia professor sent Massad 
DQ�HPDLO�UHDGLQJ��õ*R�EDFN�WR�$UDE�ODQG�ZKHUH�-HZ�KDWLQJ�
LV�FRQGRQHG��*HW�WKH�KHOO�RXW�RI�$PHULFD��<RX�DUH�D�GLVJUDFH�
DQG�D�SDWKHWLF�W\SLFDO�$UDE�OLDU�ö

/HLERYLW]�GHFLGHG�WR�GR�VRPH�UHSRUWLQJ�RQ�WKH�ŁOPòV�DFFX-
VDWLRQV��:LWK�WKH�KHOS�RI�D�IULHQG�LQ�WKH�UHJLVWUDUòV�RŃFH��KH�
JRW�D�OLVW�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDG�WDNHQ�FODVVHV�ZLWK�WKH�SURIHV-
sors singled out in the documentary. Of them, he chose 36 
names, 30 of which he thought were Jewish, and contacted 
WKHP�WR�DVN�WKHP�DERXW�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV��1RW�RQH�UHSRUWHG�
DQ\WKLQJ�OLNH�DQWLVHPLWLVP�RU�SROLWLFDO�LQWLPLGDWLRQ��

2I�FRXUVH��7KH�'DYLG�3URMHFW�ZRXOGQòW�KDYH�EHHQ�DEOH�WR�
stir things up had there not been underlying tensions. Co-
lumbia has long been at the epicenter of battles over how the 
Israel/Palestine struggle is understood. It was home to the 
late Edward Said, the Palestinian-American scholar who Time 
PDJD]LQH�RQFH�FDOOHG�õWKH�YRLFH�RI�3DOHVWLQH�LQ�H[LOH�ö�D�PDQ�
reviled by neoconservatives and much of the mainstream 
-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\��7KH�LQłDPPDWRU\�-RVHSK�0DVVDG��KLV�
SURW«J«��ZDV�LI�DQ\WKLQJ�HYHQ�PRUH�DQWL�=LRQLVW�DQG�KDG�D�
reputation for being both brilliant and bullying. He’s been a 
target of the Right since September 11, 2001 when various 
FRQVHUYDWLYHV�JUHZ�REVHVVHG�ZLWK�VQLŃQJ�RXW�WUHDVRQ�LQ�
American academia. 

8QOLNH��VD\��WKH�FDOXPQLHV�VRPHWLPHV�KXUOHG�DW�WKH�
EULOOLDQW�DQG�WKRXJKWIXO�5DVKLG�.KDOLGL��ZKR�RFFXSLHV�WKH�
Edward Said professorship, the charges against Massad have 
not always been ridiculous. It’s true that the Right has per-
secuted him, but it’s also true that he’s often been bellicose, 
GHOLEHUDWHO\�RŀHQVLYH��DQG�LQWHOOHFWXDOO\�FUXGH��+LV�ODQJXDJH�
LV�VWULGHQW�DQG�ZLWKRXW�QXDQFH��,VUDHO��LQ�KLV�ZULWLQJV��LV�

D�õUDFLVW�(XURSHDQ�FRORQLDO�VHWWOHPHQW�ö�LWV�JRYHUQPHQW�
FRPSDUDEOH�WR�1D]L�*HUPDQ\��+H�GHVFULEHV�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
$XWKRULW\�DV�WKH�õ3DOHVWLQLDQ�&ROODERUDWLRQLVW�$XWKRULW\ö�
DQG�VD\V�LWòV�WKH�HTXLYDOHQW�RI�WKH�1D]LòV�-XGHQUDW��RU�-HZLVK�
council. He denounces the idea of Palestinian negotiations 
with Israel and describes the “half-white and fully Chris-
WLDQ�2EDPDö�DV�õUDELGO\�SUR�,VUDHOL�ö�+H�LV�GLVPLVVLYH��HYHQ�
contemptuous, of Jewish identity, writing in 2002 that “the 
PDMRULW\�RI�$PHULFDQ�-HZV�DUH�VR�DVVLPLODWHG�LQWR�ñZKLWHQHVVò�
that they are no longer Jews, religiously or culturally, except 
E\�QDPH�ö

“There was a strongly pro-Palestinian and anti-Israeli 
PLQGVHW�DPRQJ�VRPH�RI�WKH�IDFXOW\�ö�VD\V�%XOOLHW��õ,�GRQòW�
WKLQN�WKHUHòV�DQ\�TXHVWLRQ�DERXW�WKDW��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�LV�
whether that mindset manifested itself in the classroom in a 
ZD\�WKDW�YLRODWHG�XQLYHUVLW\�VWDQGDUGV�ö

As Bulliet sees it, part of the problem is that professors 
OLNH�0DVVDG�WHDFK�DERXW�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV�ZLWK�WKH�NLQG�RI�DG-
vocacy approach that prevails in African-American or gender 
studies. “On matters where there is a campus-wide consen-
sus that advocacy in the classroom raises no problem—every-
RQH�RQ�FDPSXV�DFFHSWV�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�EODFNV�DQG�ZKLWHV�DUH�RU�
VKRXOG�EH�HTXDOð\RX�GRQòW�KDYH�WR�EDODQFH�\RXU�RSLQLRQV�LQ�
WKH�FODVVURRP�ö�KH�VD\V��õ,Q�JD\�VWXGLHV��LWòV�SUHWW\�PXFK�WKH�
VDPH�WKLQJ��<RX�GRQòW�KDYH�WR�JR�XS�WKHUH�DQG�VD\�RQ�WKH�RQH�
KDQG�JD\�PDUULDJH�LV�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ULJKWV��EXW�RQ�WKH�RWKHU�
KDQG�LWòV�OHJLWLPDWLQJ�HYLO�VH[XDO�SUDFWLFHV�ö

<HW�WKHUH�LV�QR�VXFK�FDPSXV�FRQVHQVXV�RQ�,VUDHO��VR�
teaching as if there was—as if all decent people agreed with 
Massad that the Palestinians are engaged in a valiant struggle 
against a colonialist oppressor—is bound to create a percep-
tion of unfairness, even if students are free to express their 
GLVDJUHHPHQWV��õ7KH�0LGGOH�(DVW�FRQłLFW�LV�D�SUHWW\�FRPSOH[�
WKLQJ��WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKLV�DUHD�LV�D�YHU\�FRPSOH[�KLVWRU\�ö�
says Ariel Beery, a Columbia student who was featured in 
Columbia Unbecoming, and who emerged as a leader of the 
pro-Israel students. “Professors were not only teaching only 
one perspective, they were bullying people who were trying 
WR�TXHVWLRQ�WKLQJV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�WHDFKLQJ�ö�

Beery claims he only cared about academic freedom—
that he wanted to broaden the debate on campus, not narrow 
it. But in the media, there was at least as much focus on the 
professors’ criticism of Israel as on their alleged harassment 
of pro-Israel students. “In classrooms, teach-ins, interviews 
DQG�SXEOLVKHG�ZRUNV��GR]HQV�RI�DFDGHPLFV�DUH�VDLG�WR�EH�
promoting an I-hate-Israel agenda, embracing the ugliest of 
$UDE�SURSDJDQGD��DQG�WHDFKLQJ�WKDW�=LRQLVP�LV�WKH�URRW�RI�DOO�
HYLO�LQ�WKH�0LGHDVW�ö�ZURWH�The New York Daily News, which 
WRRN�WR�FDOOLQJ�&ROXPELD�D�õSRLVRQ�,Y\�ö

As a result of the furor, Columbia president Lee C. Bol-
OLQJHU�VHW�XS�D�SDQHO�WR�ORRN�LQWR�WKH�DOOHJDWLRQV��,W�ZDV�D�
decision that made almost no one happy. The professors 
and their allies accused him of interfering with academic 
IUHHGRP��7KRVH�V\PSDWKHWLF�WR�7KH�'DYLG�3URMHFW�SRLQWHG�
RXW�WKDW�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�ZDV�FRPSULVHG�RI�SHRSOH�OLNHO\�WR�EH�
sympathetic to Massad, including his thesis advisor, Lisa An-
derson. Bollinger called on the legendary First Amendment 
lawyer Floyd Abrams to advise the committee, a further sign 
WKDW�LW�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�DFDGHPLF�IUHHGRP�VHULRXVO\��

Meanwhile, outsiders ensured that the campus climate 
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UHPDLQHG�YRODWLOH��2Q�0DUFK����������7KH�=LRQLVW�2UJD-
QL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�GHFHSWLYHO\�QDPHG�6FKRODUV�
for Peace in the Middle East held a conference at Columbia 
titled, “The Middle East and Academic Integrity on the 
$PHULFDQ�&DPSXV�ö�6SHDNHUV�LQFOXGHG�IHPLQLVW�WXUQHG�DUFK�
neoconservative Phyllis Chesler, who said that the Palestin-
ian Solidarity Movement “is a group in my opinion that’s 
TXLWH�VLPLODU�WR�WKH�.X�.OX[�.ODQ�RU�WR�WKH�1D]L�SDUW\�ö�DQG��
YLD�YLGHR�IHHG��1DWDQ�6KDUDQVN\��WKHQ�,VUDHOL�JRYHUQPHQW�
PLQLVWHU�IRU�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�'LDVSRUD�DŀDLUV��=LRQLVW�2UJDQL-
]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD�3UHVLGHQW�0RUWRQ�.OHLQ�JRW�D�VWDQGLQJ�RYD-
tion after declaring that there is no Israeli occupation of the 
:HVW�%DQN��$V�WKH�DQWL�0XVOLP��DQWL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ODQJXDJH�
UDWFKHWHG�XS��$ULHO�%HHU\�VWRRG�XS�WR�REMHFW��õ0XFK�RI�ZKDW�
has been said today is not only unproductive, it is counter-
SURGXFWLYH�ö�KH�VDLG��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�DQ�DUWLFOH�LQ�WKH Forward. 
He later told the newspaper, “In the end what we want is the 
healing of the Columbia campus. Propaganda on either side 
RQO\�SXVKHV�XV�IXUWKHU�IURP�WKDW�JRDO�ö

%XW�&KDUOHV�-DFREV��WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�'DYLG�3URMHFW��ZDV�
XQDSRORJHWLF��õ,WòV�PRUH�WKDQ�>WKH�VWXGHQWVò@�VWRU\�QRZ�ö�KH�
ZDV�TXRWHG�VD\LQJ��õ7KHLU�VWRU\�LV�KDUDVVPHQW�DQG�LQWLPLGD-
tion. The story now includes not how what’s being taught is 
taught, but what is being taught, and who has captured these 
GHSDUWPHQWV�ö�,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH�VWXGHQWVò�FRQFHUQV�ZHUH�
merely instrumental to a larger agenda.

,Q�WKH�HQG�WKH�'DYLG�3URMHFW�DFWLYLVWV�PRVWO\�IDLOHG��LQ�
part because their role was so public. The committee inves-
WLJDWLQJ�WKHLU�FRPSODLQWV�UHOHDVHG�LWV�UHSRUW�RQ�0DUFK�����
2005 and it was broadly exculpatory. “Across the spectrum 
of these concerns, we found no evidence of any statements 
made by the faculty that could reasonably be construed as 
anti-semitic. Professor Massad, for one, has been categorical 
in his classes concerning the unacceptability of anti-semitic 
YLHZV�ö�LW�VDLG��,W�DOVR�IRXQG�QR�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�KDG�
EHHQ�SHQDOL]HG�IRU�WKHLU�YLHZV�LQ�JUDGLQJ��

7KDW�VDLG��LW�GLG�ŁQG�RQH�LQVWDQFH�ZKHUH�0DVVDG�KDG�
õH[FHHGHG�FRPPRQO\�DFFHSWHG�ERXQGVö�ZKHQ�KH�EOHZ�XS�DW�
D�VWXGHQW�ZKR�DVNHG�ZKHWKHU�,VUDHO�VRPHWLPHV�ZDUQV�SHRSOH�
to evacuate areas it is going to bomb, accusing her of deny-
LQJ�,VUDHOL�õDWURFLWLHV�ö�õ$QJU\�FULWLFLVP�GLUHFWHG�DW�D�VWXGHQW�
in class because she disagrees, or appears to disagree, with 
a faculty member on a matter of substance is not consistent 
ZLWK�WKH�REOLJDWLRQ�ñWR�VKRZ�UHVSHFW�IRU�WKH�ULJKWV�RI�RWK-
HUV�WR�KROG�RSLQLRQV�GLŀHULQJ�IURP�WKHLU�RZQ�ò�WR�H[HUFLVH�
ñUHVSRQVLEOH�VHOI�GLVFLSOLQH�ò�DQG�ñWR�GHPRQVWUDWH�DSSURSULDWH�
UHVWUDLQW�òö�WKH�FRPPLWWHH�ZURWH�

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��WKH�FRPPLWWHH�IRXQG�VLJQLŁFDQW�LQ-
timidation of professors by pro-Israel groups. In recent years, 
LW�VDLG��õ7KH�LQYROYHPHQW�RI�RXWVLGH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�VXU-
veillance of professors teaching the Middle East increased. 
The watch-list of professors published online from late 2002 
E\�D�JURXS�FDOOHG�&DPSXV�:DWFK��>VHH�SURŁOH�RI�'DQLHO�3LSHV@�
which invited students to send in reports on their instructors, 
led to the named professors receiving hate mail. We heard 
FUHGLEOH�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�LQ�VSULQJ������VRPHRQH�EHJDQ�ŁOPLQJ�
in one of Professor Saliba’s classes without permission and 
left after being challenged … Graduate student teaching as-
sistants reported that they no longer felt able to express their 
views freely for fear of retribution from outside bodies and 

WKDW�WKHLU�WHDFKLQJ�ZDV�DŀHFWHG�DV�D�UHVXOW�ö
Some faculty felt that, by calling together a committee, 

%ROOLQJHU�HVVHQWLDOO\�OHJLWLPL]HG�WKH�ZRUN�RI�7KH�'DYLG�3URM-
ect and Campus Watch. “I remember a meeting between Bol-
linger and a bunch of senior faculty, it was said in retrospect 
that there [should have been] a categorical exoneration based 
RQ�WKH�XQDFFHSWDEOH�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�DFFXVDWLRQ�ö�VDLG�%XOOLHW��
õ7KH�'DYLG�3URMHFW�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�ORFXV�VWDQGL�RQ�WKLV�WKLQJ��
1R�PDWWHU�KRZ�PDQ\�VWXGHQWV�WKH\�WDON�WR��ZH�KDYH�QR�LGHD�
ZKDW�VWXGHQWV�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�WDONHG�WR�ZKR�VDLG�SRVLWLYH�
WKLQJV��7KH\òUH�FOHDUO\�GHVLJQHG�WR�EH�KRVWLOH�WR�&ROXPELD�ö�
At the same time, he said, “Once the story got out there with 
GHWDLOV��WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�EHHQ�LPSRVVLEOH�ö�,QGHHG��LW�FRXOG�EH�
that Bollinger handled the situation as well as anyone could 
KDYH��VLQFH�KH�XOWLPDWHO\�GLŀXVHG�LW�

In the end, despite these right-wing campaigns, Massad 
ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�JUDQWHG�WHQXUH��DV�ZDV�1DGLD�$EX�(O�+DM��D�
professor targeted by conservatives in 2007. It’s even pos-
sible that the controversy helped Massad. According to The 
Chronicle of Higher Education, Massad was actually denied 
tenure in 2007. The committee evaluating him split 3 to 2 in 
his favor, but the provost came down against him. This, of 
FRXUVH��OHG�WR�FKDUJHV�WKDW�WKH�VFKRRO�ZDV�EXFNOLQJ�WR�RXWVLGH�
pressure. 

The University then did something unusual—it estab-
lished a second tenure committee, even though, as The 
Chronicle VDLG��õ7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�GLG�QRW�DFNQRZOHGJH�DQ\�
SUREOHPV�RU�LUUHJXODULWLHV�LQ�KRZ�WKH�ŁUVW�FRPPLWWHH�KDG�
FRQGXFWHG�LWV�MRE�ö��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�&ROXPELDòV�IDFXOW\�KDQG-
ERRN��õ$�VHFRQG�UHYLHZ�PD\�EH�FRQGXFWHG�IRU�D�FDQGLGDWH�
after a negative decision if the Provost determines that the 
ŁUVW�ZDV�PDUNHG�E\�SURFHGXUDO�LUUHJXODULWLHV�RI�D�PDJQLWXGH�
WKDW�PDWHULDOO\�DŀHFWHG�LWV�RXWFRPH�ö��2I�FRXUVH��LWòV�SRVVLEOH�
WKDW�WKH�ŁUVW�WHQXUH�FRPPLWWHH�UHDOO\�ZDV�LPSURSHUO\�SROLWL-
FL]HG��EXW�LWòV�DOVR�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�WKH�FDPSDLJQ�DJDLQVW�0DVVDG�
made denying him tenure politically impossible. Either way, 
he was granted tenure in April 2009. Rachel Fish and Ariel 
Beery have both moved on, and the situation surrounding 
Middle East Studies has reverted to a vaguely uneasy but 
PRVWO\�TXLHW�YHUVLRQ�RI�WKH�VWDWXV�TXR��

COLUMBIA: 2010–2011
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6LQFH�WKH�'DYLG�3URMHFWòV�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�FDPSDLJQ��WKH�
1HZ�<RUN�FDPSXV�ODXQFKHG�WKH�QDWLRQòV�ŁUVW�HYHU�&HQWHU�IRU�
3DOHVWLQH�6WXGLHV��UXQ�RXW�RI�LWV�0LGGOH�(DVW�,QVWLWXWH�LQ�.QR[�
Hall. Despite limited funding in its January 2010 start-up 
phase, the center, created to honor former professor Edward 
6DLG��LV�FUHDWLQJ�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�RQOLQH�UHVRXUFHV��DQG�OLQN-
ing with institutions beyond Columbia (such as the Institute 
for Palestine Studies).319

During academic year 2010–2011, relations between 
pro-Israel and pro-Palestinian student groups became some-
what strained despite an existing agreement that students 
supportive of either Israeli and Palestinian causes remain 
free from direct harassment. However, student groups on 
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RSSRVLWH�VLGHV�RI�WKH�,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQłLFW�KDYH�IRXQG�
WKHPVHOYHV�HQWDQJOHG�LQ�GHEDWHV�RYHU�SURMHFWV��SURWHVWV��FR-
operation, and each other’s approaches—as well as in debates 
RYHU�WKH�FRQłLFW�LWVHOI��

2Q�1RY�����������&ROXPELD�6WXGHQWV�IRU�-XVWLFH�LQ�3DOHV-
tine members, along with the Right to Education Campaign, 
FRQVWUXFWHG�D�PRFN�,VUDHOL�FKHFNSRLQW�DW�&ROXPELDòV�/RZ�
/LEUDU\�VWHSV��VKRZFDVLQJ�FKHFNSRLQWV�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
students living under occupation. Opponents of the simula-
tion, in response, circulated fact sheets on the complicated 
QDWXUH�RI�FKHFNSRLQWV��/RXG�DUJXPHQWV�HQVXHG��ZLWK�KDQG�
JHVWXUHV�EHLQJ�WKH�H[WHQW�RI�WKH�SK\VLFDOLW\��'LŀHUHQW�VWXGHQW�
groups debated the occasion in Columbia University’s Specta-
tor�QHZVSDSHU�LQ�WKH�ZHHNV�WR�IROORZ��XVLQJ�LPSDVVLRQHG�\HW�
respectful language.320

During the Low Library event, campus Hillel put up a 
ODUJH�SRVWHU�TXRWLQJ�&ROXPELD�6WXGHQWV�IRU�-XVWLFH�LQ�3DOHV-
WLQHòV��&6-3��DQWL�QRUPDOL]DWLRQ�SROLF\�DQG�DVVHUWLQJ�&6-3òV�
RSSRVLWLRQ�WR�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�DQ\�SURMHFW�GHVLJQHG�WR�õEULQJ�
together … Palestinian and/or Arab youth with Israelis and is 
not explicitly designed to resist or expose the occupation and 
DOO�IRUPV�RI�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DQG�RSSUHVVLRQ�LQłLFWHG�XSRQ�WKH�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�SHRSOH�ö�,QGHHG��&6-3�KDG�UHMHFWHG�DOO�LQYLWDWLRQV�
to co-sponsor its activities with Hillel since it enacted its 
DQWL�QRUPDOL]DWLRQ�SROLF\�321��&6-3�YLHZV�+LOOHO�DV�D�=LRQLVW�RU-
JDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�DUJXHV�WKDW�LWV�DQWL�QRUPDOL]DWLRQ�WDNHV�LQWR�
account the idea that dialogue between two sides can create 
PLVWDNHQ�QRWLRQV�RI�DFFHSWDQFH�322

6WLOO��WKH�SROLF\�KDV�D�GHŁQLWH�HŀHFW�RQ�&ROXPELD�VWX-
dents, as is its intent. Writes Jonah Liben, who serves on the 
campus Hillel’s executive board as the Israel coordinator, 
“It seems that Columbia Students for Justice in Palestine 
and others have decided as either written policy or de facto 
practice never to co-sponsor events with any of the four Israel 
groups under Hillel’s umbrella. The argument boils down to 
WKLV��$V�ORQJ�DV�\RX�RFFXSLHUV�KDYH�WKH�XSSHU�KDQG��ZH�ZLOO�
QHYHU�SURJUDP�WRJHWKHU�ö

Liben, writing from the Hillel perspective, believes the 
VLPXODWLRQ�RI�FKHFNSRLQWV�E\�&6-3�PHPEHUV�LV�D�SUREOHP�DQG�
LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�D�NH\�SUREOHP�RQ�&ROXPELDòV�FDPSXV�LV�WKDW�RU-
JDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�&6-3�GR�QRW�FROODERUDWH�RU�SURJUDP�ZLWK�
groups, such as Hillel, which have overlapping concerns. 

He writes, “CSJP’s and others’ refusals to co-sponsor events 
ZKHUH�ERWK�JURXSV�VKDUH�FRPPRQ�JURXQG�QRW�RQO\�VWLłH�
debate, but forbid it—something harmful for our campus. 
,��D�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�=LRQLVW�VXSSRUWHU�RI�XQLYHUVDO�KXPDQ�
ULJKWV��RIWHQ�ŁQG�P\VHOI�ZLWKRXW�VRPHRQHòV�KDQG�WR�VKDNH�RQ�
FDPSXV�DQG��UHDOO\��ZLWKRXW�DQ\�KDQG�DW�DOO�ö323

In the midst of this campus-wide debate, students circu-
ODWHG�SHWLWLRQV�UHTXHVWLQJ�&6-3�PHPEHUV�HQJDJH�LQ�GLDORJXH�
with Hillel members. This and other reactions prompted 
&6-3�WR�H[SODLQ�WKHLU�SRVLWLRQ�LQ�JUHDWHU�GHWDLO��WKH\�UHIXVH�WR�
GLDORJXH�ZLWK�+LOOHO�DQG�DŃOLDWHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�ODUJH�SDUW�
EHFDXVH�õñ'LDORJXHò�JLIWV�WKH�RSSUHVVRU�OHJLWLPDF\�DQG�WDNHV�
power away from the oppressed. In other words, participat-
LQJ�LQ�GLDORJXH��HYHQ�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��ZRUNV�WR�KHOS�
,VUDHO�LJQRUH�DQG�VXVWDLQ�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�DQG�FKRNHV�3DOHVWLQ-
LDQ�UHVLVWDQFH�ö�&6-3òV�UHIXVDO�WR�GLDORJXH��PDQ\�WKLQN��LV�DQ�
example of religious intolerance of Israel as a Jewish state 
DQG�RQH�WKDW�FDQ�EH�OLQNHG�WR�WKH�PRYHPHQW�WR�GHOHJLWLPL]H�
Israel’s right to exist.324

The debate has continued. During “Israeli Apartheid 
:HHN�ö�D�VHULHV�RI�HYHQWV�ZKRVH�DLP�õLV�WR�HGXFDWH�SHRSOH�
about the nature of Israel as an apartheid system and to build 
%R\FRWW��'LYHVWPHQW��DQG�6DQFWLRQV��%'6��FDPSDLJQVö�ZHUH�
held across international academic venues. Columbia stu-
dents coordinated their on-campus activities with other New 
<RUN�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV��DQG�FRPSHWLQJ�SUR��DQG�
anti-Israel displays and gatherings were visible on its College 
:DON�325�7KH�PRFN�$SDUWKHLG�:DOO��HUHFWHG�E\�,VUDHO�$SDUW-
KHLG�:HHN��,$:��VXSSRUWHUV��ZDV�PHDQW�WR�VKRZFDVH�ZKHUH�
American taxpayer dollars are going. 

Columbia’s largest pro-Israel group, LionPAC (under the 
Hillel umbrella) views the initiative as “deceitful anti-Israel 
SURSDJDQGD�ö�/LRQ3$&�PHPEHUV�SXEOLVKHG�D�QXPEHU�RI�
articles in the Spectator about the event’s validity, and did so 
in a passionate yet respectful way.326  Students from all sides 
RI�WKH�GHEDWH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�XVH�RI�WKH�WHUP�õDSDUWKHLG�ö�DV�
regards to Israeli policy.327  CSJP members, challenged by 
FODLPV�WKDW�,$:�LV�DQWLVHPLWLF��UHMHFW�WKDW�ODEHO��VD\LQJ�WKDW�LW�
LQVWHDG�LV�PRWLYDWHG�E\�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�DQG�ORYH�328 

Impassioned feelings on all sides has made Middle East 
GHEDWHV�RQ�WKH�&ROXPELD�FDPSXV�ERWK�KLJK�SURŁOH�DQG�KDUG�
to defuse.
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA AT IRVINE own self-image as partisans of third-world liberation strug-
gles, have been snide and insensitive toward students who 
support Israel and its policies. These are all real problems. 
<HW�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�FDPSXV�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�VHHP�QHDUO\�DV�
angered by the outside community’s response as they are by 
the MSU’s provocations.

7KRVH�SURYRFDWLRQV�VHHP�WR�KDYH�SHDNHG�D�IHZ�\HDUV�DJR��
though they’ve by no means ended. Tensions have gener-
DOO\�EHHQ�KLJKHVW�GXULQJ�DQ�DQQXDO�ZHHN�ORQJ�DQWL�,VUDHO�
HYHQW�WKDW�KDV�JRQH�E\�QXPHURXV�QDPHV���ðö,VUDHOL�$SDUWKHLG�
:HHN�ö�õ+RORFDXVW�LQ�WKH�+RO\�/DQG�ö�õ+RORFDXVW�0HPRULDO�
:HHN�ö�6SHDNHUV�DW�WKHVH�HYHQWV�KDYH�UHSHDWHGO\�WUDŃFNHG�
in blatantly antisemitic conspiracism. Blaming Jews for the 
�����DWWDFNV��$PLU�$EGXO�0DOLN�$OL��D�SHUHQQLDO�IDYRULWH�RI�
8&�,UYLQHòV�068ðKH�KDV�VSRNHQ�DW�WKH�FDPSXV�RQ�VL[�RFFD-
sions between 2006 and 2010—said in 2007, “That’s exactly 
ZKDW�WKH\�GRðWKH\�GR�WKLQJV�WR�PDNH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKDW�LWòV�
Muslims when it is actually them behind the scenes [that 
is] how they do this in Palestine, how they did this with the 
:RUOG�7UDGH�&HQWHU��ERWK�RI�WKHP��LQ������DQG�LQ������ö329

$OL�LV�DQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�,PDP�IURP�WKH�0DVMLG�$O�
,VODP�PRVTXH�LQ�2DNODQG��&DOLIRUQLD��+H�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
$V�6DELTXQ��D�IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�6XQQL�PRYHPHQW�WKDW�LV�QHY-
HUWKHOHVV�VXSSRUWLYH�RI�6KLD�UHYROXWLRQDULHV�OLNH�+L]EXOODK��
,WV�ZHEVLWH�OLVWV�D�JUDE�EDJ�RI�LQłXHQFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�0DOFROP�
X; Sayyid Qutb, the ideological father of Al Qaeda; Hasan 
al-Banna, founder of the Muslim Brotherhood; and Ayatollah 
.KRPHLQL��$Q�HQWHUWDLQLQJ�DQG�FKDULVPDWLF�SUHDFKHU��0DOLN�
Ali draws rapt crowds. Several Jewish students—many never 
exposed to any sort of criticism of Israel before—reported be-
LQJ�VWXQQHG�WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH�WKH\�KHDUG�KLP�UDQWLQJ�RQ�FDPSXV��
DQG�ZHUH�EDńHG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�GR�VR��

$QRWKHU�IUHTXHQW�VSHDNHU�LV�0RKDPPHG�DO�$VL��IRUPHU�
Imam of the Islamic Center in Washington D.C. He was 
eventually removed from his post because of his extremism, 
but that has not stopped Irvine’s MSU from embracing him. 
6SHDNLQJ�RQ�FDPSXV�LQ�0D\�������KH�DGGUHVVHG�SUR�,VUDHO�
students directly. Mentioning an event put on by Anteaters 
for Israel (AFI), he declaimed, “Those of you who are still poi-
VRQHG�ZLWK�\RXU�=LRQLVW�LGHRORJ\��ZH�GRQòW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�VD\�
to you. The only place we see you is at the war front. The only 
WKLQJ�ZH�NQRZ�DERXW�\RX�LV�GHDWK�DQG�GHVWUXFWLRQ�û�+RZ�DUH�
ZH�WR�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�\RX"�<RX�OHDYH�XV�QR�FKRLFH�ö�

,WòV�QRW�MXVW�JXHVW�VSHDNHUV�ZKR�VLQJOH�RXW�SUR�,VUDHO�
students for condemnation. In January, for example, in the 
ZDNH�RI�,VUDHOòV�DVVDXOW�RQ�*D]D��8&�,UYLQH�3URIHVVRU�0DUN�
/H9LQH�SXEOLVKHG�D�FRPPHQWDU\�LQ�'HFHPEHU������RQ�$O�
-D]HHUD�(QJOLVKòV�ZHEVLWH�WLWOHG��õ:KR�ZLOO�VDYH�,VUDHO�IURP�
LWVHOI"ö330�7KHUH�ZDV�QRWKLQJ�LQKHUHQWO\�ZURQJ�ZLWK�/H9LQHòV�
primary argument, as much as defenders of Israeli policy 
PLJKW�GLŀHU�IURP�LW��õ>,@Q�WKH�86ðDW�OHDVW�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ�DQG�
LQ�WKH�RŃFHV�RI�WKH�PDLQVWUHDP�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQVðWKH�
FKRUXV�RI�VXSSRUW�IRU�,VUDHOòV�ZDU�RQ�*D]D�FRQWLQXHV�WR�VLQJ�LQ�
WLJKW�KDUPRQ\�ZLWK�RŃFLDO�,VUDHOL�SROLF\��VHHPLQJO\�GHDI�WR�
the fact that they have become so out of tune with the reality 
H[SORGLQJ�DURXQG�WKHP�ö�/H9LQH�ZURWH��

/H9LQH�FRXOG�KDYH�IRXQG�FRXQWOHVV�UKHWRULFDO�H[DPSOHV�
WR�GHPRQVWUDWH�KLV�SRLQW��EXW�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WDNH�RQ��VD\��WKH�
$PHULFDQ�,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH��KH�FKRVH�WR�VLQJOH�
out a group of UC Irvine students. “The Anteaters for Israel, 
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,Q�������7KH�:RUOG�-HZLVK�&RQJUHVV�SXEOLVKHG�D�łLHU�ZLWK�
WKH�KHDGOLQH��õ7(1�5($6216�:+<�:25/'�-(:5<�1(('6�
285�+(/3�ö�%HORZ�WKRVH�ZRUGV�ZDV�DQ�DQQRWDWHG�PDS�RI�WKH�
world identifying ten countries indicating where, appar-
HQWO\��HJUHJLRXV�RXWEUHDNV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�KDG�WDNHQ�SODFH��
,Q�,UDQ��WKH�łLHU�QRWHG��3UHVLGHQW�$KPDGLQHMDG�UHIHUUHG�WR�
,VUDHO�DV�D�õVWLQNLQJ�FRUSVHö�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�EH�HOLPLQDWHG��,Q�
+XQJDU\��WKH�DQWLVHPLWLF�ŁOP�Jud Sub (Jew Süss) was publicly 
VFUHHQHG�E\�QHRQD]LV��$QG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��WKH�0XVOLP�
Student Union at the University of California, Irvine, hosted 
D�SURJUDP�WLWOHG�õ1HYHU�$JDLQ"�7KH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�+RORFDXVW�ö

It is almost axiomatic among members of the American 
Jewish community that University of California, Irvine (UC 
Irvine) is a hotbed of antisemitic bigotry. A group of local 
Jewish activists calling themselves the Orange County Inde-
SHQGHQW�7DVN�)RUFH�HYHQ�ZDUQHG�LQ�D������UHSRUW��õ6WXGHQWV�
with a strong Jewish identity should consider enrolling 
HOVHZKHUH�XQOHVV�DQG�XQWLO�WDQJLEOH�FKDQJHV�DUH�PDGH�ö�$W�D�
time when conservative groups nationwide are claiming that 
American academia is awash in hostility toward Jews, UC 
Irvine would seem to be exhibit A. 

To Jewish leaders on campus, this impression is pro-
foundly frustrating. The image of Irvine as a deeply hostile, 
HYHQ�VFDU\�SODFH�IRU�-HZLVK�NLGV�õFRPHV�QRW�IURP�WKH�VWX-
GHQWV��,�WKLQN�LW�FRPHV�IURP�WKH�SDUHQWV�DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\��
EHFDXVH�WKH\�GRQòW�VHH�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ��WKH\�MXVW�VHH�ZKDWòV�
SUHVHQWHG�WR�WKHP�ö�VD\V�5DPERG�3H\NDU��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�
the local chapter of Alpha Epsilon Pi, the international Jew-
LVK�IUDWHUQLW\��õ,�UHDOO\�GRQòW�DSSUHFLDWH�SHRSOH�GUDPDWL]LQJ�
WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ö�DGGV�6LPRQ�$IWDOLRQ��DQ�RŃFHU�RI�$QWHDWHUV�
IRU�,VUDHO��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\òV�SUR�,VUDHO�JURXS��õ,W�VXFNV�IRU�WKHP�
LQ�WKH�068��0XVOLP�6WXGHQWV�8QLRQ���EHFDXVH�LW�PDNHV�WKHP�
ORRN�OLNH�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�WKH\òUH�UHDOO\�QRW��DQG�LW�VXFNV�IRU�XV�
EHFDXVH�LW�PDNHV�LW�ORRN�OLNH�ZHòUH�VXEMHFW�WR�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�
LV�UHDOO\�QRW�KDSSHQLQJ�ö

7KDW�GRHVQòW�PHDQ�WKDW�HYHU\WKLQJ�LV�ŁQH�DW�8&�,UYLQH��
The Muslim Student Union (MSU) there is one of the more 
militant in the country and it has sometimes crossed the line 
from fevered denunciation of Israel into open bigotry. It has 
EURXJKW�VSHDNHUV�WR�FDPSXV�ZKR�VD\�LQFHQGLDU\�DQG�GHVSLFD-
ble things. Meanwhile, some professors, smitten with their 
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the college pro-Israel group at the University of California, 
Irvine, sent out an urgent email to the community explaining 
WKDW��ñ2YHU�WKH�SDVW�ZHHN��LQFUHDVLQJ�DPRXQWV�RI�HYLGHQFH�
lead us to believe that Hamas is largely responsible for any 
DOOHJHG�KXPDQLWDULDQ�FULVLV�LQ�*D]D�òö�KH�ZURWH��õ,�KDYH�QR�
LGHD�ZKR�WKH�ñXVò�LV�WKDW�LV�UHIHUUHG�WR�LQ�WKH�DSSHDO��DOWKRXJK�
,�DP�VXUH�WKDW�WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�WKDW�JURXS�LV�VKULQNLQJ�ö�,W�
VHHPV�UDWKHU�SHWW\�IRU�D�SURIHVVRU�WR�SLFN�D�ŁJKW�ZLWK�D�VWX-
GHQW�JURXS�LQ�DQ�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�SXEOLFDWLRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WDNH�
on other adults, and it’s hard to blame members of AFI for 
suspecting that they wouldn’t be treated fairly in his classes. 

Given all this, it’s not surprising that there’s concern 
in the wider Jewish community. Nonetheless, those most 
familiar with the situation on campus insist that there’s a 
huge gulf between the occasional disturbing incidents they 
VHH�DQG�WKH�SRUWUDLW�RI�XQUHOHQWLQJ�SUHMXGLFH�SDLQWHG�E\�
outsiders. Worse, when Jewish groups that have investigated 
the situation on campus—including Orange County Hillel 
DQG�WKH�ORFDO�RŃFH�RI�WKH�$QWL�'HIDPDWLRQ�/HDJXHðLQVLVW�
that things aren’t that bad, they are accused of being insuf-
ŁFLHQWO\�SUR�,VUDHO���

$W�VFKRROV�OLNH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�WKDW�
have a tradition of radical activism, anti-Israel agitation is a 
PDMRU�SDUW�RI�FDPSXV�OLIH��DQG�JURXSV�VXFK�DV�6WXGHQWV�IRU�
-XVWLFH�LQ�3DOHVWLQH�DUH�D�VLJQLŁFDQW��SRSXODU�SUHVHQFH�>VHH�UH-
ODWHG�FDPSXV�SURŁOH@��7KLV�RIWHQ�OHDYHV�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�VXSSRUW�
,VUDHOL�SROLFLHV�IHHOLQJ�RVWUDFL]HG�DQG�DOLHQDWHG��8&�,UYLQHòV�
anti-Israel students tend to be more radical than those at 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\��8&�%HUNHOH\���7KHLU�UKHWR-
ric is not secular leftist, but rather tends towards theocratic 
Islamic fundamentalism. Given that they are on a fairly 
apolitical campus within a deeply conservative surrounding 
community, they’re relatively marginal. Overall then, UC 
,UYLQH�PD\�DFWXDOO\�EH�DQ�HDVLHU�SODFH�WR�EH�D�SURXGO\�=LRQLVW�
VWXGHQW�WKDQ�8&�%HUNHOH\��

7KDW�GRHVQòW�PHDQ�LWòV�QRW�D�SUREOHP�WKDW�WKH�068�NHHSV�
inviting hate-mongers to school. But it does mean that, 
ZKHQ�TXHVWLRQHG��8&�,UYLQH�VWXGHQWV�VD\�WKDW�WKH\�GRQòW�IHHO�
particularly oppressed and are somewhat irritated by the 
widespread perception that they are. Those close to Jewish 
life on campus say that things have been improving over 
time–the MSU is slightly more careful and less radical in 
its rhetoric, and there have been some preliminary steps to 
create dialogue among students. In 2007 Jewish, Muslim, 
&KULVWLDQ��DQG�'UX]H�VWXGHQWV�HYHQ�WRRN�D�WULS�WR�,VUDHO�DQG�
Palestine together to promote mutual understanding. But 
one wouldn’t sense any of this from the way the campus is 
discussed in much of the Jewish world and media. 

õ7KHUH�DUH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�YHU\�FDXVH�RULHQWHG�DQG�ŁQG-
LQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�KDV�EHFRPH�WKHLU�FDXVH�ö�-RUGDQ�)UXFKW-
man, Executive Director of Orange County Hillel, says of the 
outside Jewish groups who’ve gotten involved in the issue. 
7KH�7DVN�)RUFH�õLV�VR�HQWUHQFKHG�LQ�SURYLQJ�WKDW�WKHUHòV�DQWL-
VHPLWLVP�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�EOLQGHUV�RQ�ö

+LOOHO�DFWXDOO\�KHOSHG�FUHDWH�WKH�7DVN�)RUFH�LQ�������
EULQJLQJ�WRJHWKHU�FRQFHUQHG�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�WR�ORRN�
into what was going on at UC Irvine. But as it became clear 
WKDW�WKH�7DVN�)RUFH�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�RYHUO\�EURDG�GHŁQL-
tion of antisemitism and listening to only the most alarmed 
voices, Hillel and AFI both distanced themselves from its 

ZRUN��$V�WKH\�GLG��WKRXJK��RXWVLGH�ULJKW�ZLQJ�-HZLVK�JURXSV�
PRYHG�LQ��õ:KDW�KDSSHQHG�LV�WKH�=LRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�
$PHULFD��=2$���WKH\�JRW�LQYROYHG��DQG�LW�KDV�VLQFH�EHFRPH�
part of their cause to prove that there’s antisemitism on our 
FDPSXV�ö�VD\V�)UXFKWPDQ��õ,�EHOLHYH�LW�KHOSV�ZLWK�WKHLU�IXQ-
draising and their mission … it’s very easy to fundraise when 
WKHUHòV�D�FULVLV�ö�

,Q�IDFW��HYHQ�EHIRUH�WKH�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�WKH�WDVN�IRUFH��WKH�
=2$�VXHG�8&�,UYLQH�XQGHU�7LWOH�9,�RI�WKH�IHGHUDO������&LYLO�
Rights Law, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
race, color, and national origin in programs and activities 
UHFHLYLQJ�IHGHUDO�ŁQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH��7KH�$QWL�'HIDPDWLRQ�
League (ADL), which has rarely been accused of being reti-
cent to defend Jews, publicly opposed the lawsuit, which was 
ultimately unsuccessful. 

õ+RQHVWO\��,�WKLQN�SDUW�RI�LW�ZDV�D�ELW�WHUULWRULDOðDOO�RI�
WKH�VXGGHQ�WKLV�JURXS�IURP�1HZ�<RUN��ZLWKRXW�WDONLQJ�WR�
DQ\�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�JURXSV�KHUH��VXHV�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�ö�.HYLQ�
O’Grady, the ADL’s Orange County Regional Director, says 
RI�KLV�JURXSòV�VWDQFH��%XW�KH�DOVR�SRLQWV�RXW�WKH�=2$òV�õLQLWLDO�
FRPSODLQW�ZDV�MXVW�IXOO�RI�IDFWXDO�HUURUVö�DQG�LW�ZDV�KDSSHQ-
LQJ�DW�D�WLPH�ZKHQ�WKH�FDPSXVòV�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�
WR�DGGUHVV�WKH�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWVò�FRQFHUQV��,VDDF�<HUXVKDOPL��
the founder of AFI, also publicly opposed the suit.

The alarmists weren’t chastened by this resistance. 
,QVWHDG��WKH\�DWWDFNHG�WKH�PRUH�VDQJXLQH�-HZLVK�JURXSV�
for being part of the problem. The following year, after the 
7DVN�)RUFH�SXEOLVKHG�D����SDJH�UHSRUW�RQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DW�
UC Irvine, the issue exploded in the Jewish press once again. 
+DWH�VSHHFK��WKH�UHSRUW�VDLG��õKDV�EHHQ�XQUHOHQWLQJ�ö�7KH�
SUREOHP��LW�VDLG��ZDV�GHHSHU�WKDQ�MXVW�WKH�068��õ7KH�DQWL�
Israel bias on the part of many in the faculty provides a fertile 
environment for the MSU and its anti-Israel and anti-Semitic 
UKHWRULF�DQG�DFWLRQV�ö�,W�EODPHG�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�IRU�DEUR-
gating its leadership responsibilities and failing “to educate 
LWV�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�DERXW�FLWL]HQVKLS�DQG�$PHULFDQ�YDOXHV�ö�
And it accused the Jewish Federation, the Anti-Defamation 
League, Hillel, and the American Jewish Committee of failing 
to hold “the University and its leadership accountable for its 
IDLOXUH�WR�VXSSRUW�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�FRQGXFLYH�WR�DOO�VWXGHQWV�ö

In response, AFI, The Jewish Student Union, and the Jew-
ish fraternity Alpha Epsilon Pi and sorority Epsilon Phi put 
out a statement disagreeing with the report’s conclusions. 
“Jewish students are physically safe and secure on our cam-
SXV�û��DQG��-HZLVK�OLIH�LV�WKULYLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�HYHU�ö�LW�VDLG��
“There’s been a lot of misinformation put out about what’s 
JRLQJ�RQ�DW�RXU�VFKRRO�ö�,VDDF�<HUXVKDOPL��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�
AFI, told the OC Register��õ8QIRUWXQDWHO\��WKHUH�DUH�RUJDQL]D-
tions out there that are very passionate and concerned, but 
WKH\�GRQòW�UHDOO\�NQRZ�ZKDWòV�JRLQJ�RQ�ö�7KDW�KDVQòW�VWRSSHG�
them yet. 

THE DRAMA OF THE “IRVINE ELEVEN”

J o n  s u s s M a n  a n D  M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

2Q�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�)HEUXDU\����������D�VSHHFK�E\�,VUDHOL�$P-
bassador to the United States Michael Oren at the University 
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of California Irvine did not go smoothly. Over the course of 
WKH�OHFWXUH��HOHYHQ�VWXGHQWV�WRRN�WXUQV�VWDQGLQJ��GHQRXQFLQJ�
KLP�DV�D�ZDU�FULPLQDO��DQG�GHPDQGLQJ�WR�NQRZ�õKRZ�PDQ\�
3DOHVWLQLDQV�GLG�\RX�NLOO"ö�$IWHU�HDFK�LQWHUUXSWLRQ�WKH�RI-
fending student was led peacefully out of the hall and placed 
XQGHU�DUUHVW��2UHQ�WRRN�D�EUHDN�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�KLV�VSHHFK�
WR�UHFXSHUDWH�DQG�WKH�SODQQHG�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�DQVZHU�VHVVLRQ�
DIWHU�WKH�WDON�ZDV�FDQFHOHG�

7KH�GLVUXSWLRQ�SURYRNHG�D�PL[HG�UHDFWLRQ�LQVLGH�WKH�KDOO��
Some applauded. Others were outraged. Media around the 
ZRUOG�FDUULHG�QHZV�RI�WKH�LQFLGHQW��DQG�LW�ZDV�VFUXWLQL]HG�LQ�
depth in Jewish, Muslim, and Middle East-interest communi-
WLHV��&RQGHPQDWLRQ�FDPH�TXLFNO\�IURP�SUR�,VUDHO�DQG�DQWL�
0XVOLP�FRPPHQWDWRUV��ZKLOH�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�õ,UYLQH���ö�ZDV�
YRLFHG�E\�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�JURXSV��)URPHU�8&�3UHVLGHQW�0DUN�
<XGRI�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�LQFLGHQW�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�SHUYDVLYH�
intolerance on campus and argued that university adminis-
trators must “address a campus climate that leaves students 
IHHOLQJ�PDUJLQDOL]HG�ö

University of California, Irvine administration under-
stood the disruption as a violation of campus policies and 
XQGHUWRRN�DQ�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ��2ŃFLDOV�ZHUH�XQGHU�SUHVVXUH�
IURP�VHYHUDO�VRXUFHV��-HZLVK�JURXSV�DUJXHG�WKDW�GRLQJ�QRWK-
ing would encourage an antisemitic environment, while 
Muslim groups argued that punishment would indicate 
that Muslims are not allowed to exercise freedom of speech. 
Investigators discovered that emails planning the disruption 
had been sent through the Muslim Student Union’s listserv. 
Despite the Muslim Student Union’s (MSU) protestations, UC 
,UYLQH�FKDUJHG�WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH�ZDV�EHKLQG�
the disruption. Initially, administrators sought to ban MSU 
for a year, but after strong protest from Muslim-American 
groups, this was commuted to a one semester ban and two 
years of probation.

The issue seemed to have been resolved, but in a surprise 
move in February 2011, the Orange County District Attorney 
HOHFWHG�WR�ŁOH�FLYLO�FKDUJHV�DJDLQVW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�LQYROYHG��
After six of the students were subpoenaed to appear before a 
JUDQG�MXU\�LQYHVWLJDWLQJ�WKH�LQFLGHQW��DQG�RQO\�D�VKRUW�WLPH�
before the statute of limitations was to expire, the students 
were charged with disruption of a meeting and conspiracy 
to disrupt a meeting. The students and their supporters pro-
tested the charges, arguing that the exercise of free speech 
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�FULPLQDOL]HG��6RPH�FULWLFV�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV��SDU-
ticularly the Simon Weisenthal Center, applauded the DA’s 
move. Notably, several of the students’ prominent critics, 
including the Jewish Federation and the UC Irvine admin-
istration, stated that they were not in favor of civil prosecu-
tion, arguing instead that the University had already applied 
an appropriate punishment.

7KH�GUDPD�RI�WKH�õ,UYLQH���ö�KDSSHQV�DW�D�WLPH�RI�LQFUHDV-
ing concern about free speech on campus, especially in 
regards to the Middle East. Up the coastline from UC Irvine, 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��6DQWD�&UX]�LV�XQGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�
E\�WKH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�2ŃFH�RI�&LYLO�5LJKWV�
for allegedly tolerating antisemitic activities. A lecturer at 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��6DQWD�&UX]��8&�6DQWD�&UX]���7DPPL�
5RVVPDQ�%HQMDPLQ��FKDUJHG�WKDW�DQWL�,VUDHO�DFWLYLVWV�RQ�
campus created a hostile environment “tantamount to 
institutional discrimination against Jewish students, which 
has resulted in their intellectual and emotional harassment 
DQG�LQWLPLGDWLRQ�ö�7KH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�RI�8&�6DQWD�&UX]�FRPHV�
LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�D�VXFFHVVIXO�SXVK�E\�-HZLVK�JURXSV�WR�JHW�WKH�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�WR�ORRN�DW�LQFLGHQWV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�GLV-
crimination that are at least partly based on ethnicity, which 
SUHVXPDEO\�LQFOXGHV�DQWL�,VUDHO�RU�DQWL�=LRQLVW�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�
slide into antisemitism.
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY university to condemn Israeli “bombings of education insti-
WXWLRQV�LQ�*D]Dö�DQG�FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�
add its voice to this condemnation.

Some students felt that this motion encouraged the SSMU 
WR�õWDNH�D�VLGHö�LQ�D�FRPSOH[��PDQ\�VLGHG�FRQłLFW��2WKHUV�
EHOLHYHG�WKDW�VLQFH�WKH�PRWLRQ�IRFXVHG�VSHFLŁFDOO\�RQ�WKH�
bombing of educational institutions, it was an appropri-
DWH�H[SUHVVLRQ�RI�VWXGHQW�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ�DQG�FRQFHUQ��%RWK�
before and after the assembly, students debated whether this 
motion should have been allowed at the General Assembly 
(GA) at all. When the room was physically divided to count 
votes, many students expressed their discomfort with being 
VHSDUDWHG��8OWLPDWHO\��WKH�PRWLRQ�ZDV�õSRVWSRQHG�LQGHŁ-
QLWHO\�ö�

The following winter, SPHR was again before the GA, 
PRWLRQLQJ�6608�WR�LVVXH�D�VWDWHPHQW�FRQŁUPLQJ�LWV�FRP-
PLWPHQW�WR�KXPDQ�ULJKWV��,Q�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�DVNLQJ�WKH�*$�WR�
expand the mandate of the McGill Financial Ethics Review 
Board and, should the expansion of the mandate fail, create a 
Corporate Social Responsibility committee, they singled out 
Israeli actions in the Palestinian territories. Their language 
was reminiscent of the international Boycott, Divestment, 
DQG�6DQFWLRQV�FDPSDLJQ��

WHEREAS McGill University continues to have ties 
ZLWK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�HQJDJH�LQ�DQG�SURŁW�IURP�
XQHWKLFDO�SUDFWLFHV�LQFOXGLQJ�EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�SURŁW-
ing from the unlawful occupation of the Occupied 
Palestinian Territories, the occupation of which has 
been declared illegal by the following organizations: 
The United Nations Security Council, United Nations 
General Assembly, International Court of Justice, and 
the International Committee of the Red Cross, and;

WHEREAS the occupation of The Occupied Palestin-
ian Territories has also been declared illegal by the 
following UN Resolutions: Resolution 181, Resolution 
242, Resolution 446, Resolution 452, Resolution 465, 
Resolution 471, and Resolution 476, as well as Article 
1 of the UN Charter, and the following Covenants: The 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 
and the International Covenant on Economic, Social, 
and Cultural Rights, both of which have been signed 
DQG�UDWLŁHG�E\�&DQDGD��DQG�>û�@

Many Jewish students and faculty found this extraneous 
SUHDPEOH�WR�EH�RŀHQVLYH��'HEDWH�DQG�D�VHULHV�RI�YRWHV�HQVXHG��
OHDGLQJ�WR�WKH�UHPRYDO�RI�WKHVH�FODXVHV�LQ�WKH�ŁQDO�GRFXPHQW�
DŃUPLQJ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\òV�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DQG�
ratifying the suggested procedural changes. But the contro-
YHUV\�ZDV�QRW�RYHU��63+5�EURXJKW�D�FRPSODLQW�DJDLQVW�=DFK�
1HZEXUJK��WKH�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�&RXQFLO��3UHVLGHQW�HOHFW�RI�WKH�
SSMU, and a former Hillel chapter president, claiming that 
GXULQJ�WKH�GHEDWH�KH�KDG�SODFHG�KLPVHOI�LQ�D�VHULRXV�FRQłLFW�
RI�LQWHUHVW��PDNLQJ�LW�LPSRVVLEOH�IRU�KLP�WR�SHUIRUP�KLV�WDVN�
in an impartial manner. 

SPHR alleged in their petition to the Judicial Board that 
Newburgh, due to his presidency of Hillel-Montreal, was not 
impartial to the motion. Some cited Newburgh’s connection 

i l a n a  r o t h Ko P f  &  M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

Canadian and British universities have encountered many 
of the same tensions between fostering a pluralistic envi-
URQPHQW�DQG�DGGUHVVLQJ�ELJRWU\�DQG�FRQłLFW�RQ�FDPSXV�DV�
have colleges in the United States. This has been especially 
problematic in the context of Middle East tensions. It seems 
valuable to include at least one example of these tendencies, 
and so we refer to the recent situation at Canada’s McGill 
University. 

McGill University, a public university located in Montre-
DO��4XHEHF��LV�MXVWO\�SURXG�RI�LWV�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�UHSXWDWLRQ�DQG�
GLYHUVH�VWXGHQW�ERG\��(VWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������LW�LV�WKH�DFDGHPLF�
home of approximately 35,000 undergraduate and graduate 
students, with nearly 20 percent of enrolled students coming 
from outside Canada. McGill’s extensive academic programs 
in religion include its Institute for Islamic Studies, Interuni-
versity Consortium for Arab and Middle Eastern Studies, a 
Middle East Studies Program, Jewish Studies Department and 
Jewish Teacher Training Program, and the McGill Middle East 
Program for Civil Society and Peacebuilding. Both Muslim 
DQG�-HZLVK�JURXSV�KDYH�DŃOLDWHG�UHOLJLRXV�JURXSV��VRPH�RI�
ZKLFK��OLNH�+LOOHO�DQG�WKH�0XVOLP�6WXGHQWV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��DUH�
OLQNHG�WR�8�6��RUJDQL]DWLRQV��2WKHUV�DUH�VSHFLŁF�WR�&DQDGD��WR�
Montreal, or to the McGill campus.

In 2005, Muslim students expressed their dissatisfaction 
when space they had been leasing for prayer services was 
withdrawn for other administrative use. While the admin-
istration suggested that the Muslim Students Association 
�06$��VHHN�VSDFH�Rŀ�FDPSXV��DV�PDQ\�RWKHU�UHOLJLRXV�JURXSV�
had done, MSA students countered that a space on campus 
was necessary if devout Muslim students were to both attend 
WKHLU�FODVVHV�DQG�SHUIRUP�WKHLU�SUD\HUV�DW�WKH�UHTXLVLWH�WLPHV��

Further contention has emerged in the context of Middle 
Eastern politics. The General Assembly of the Students’ 
Society of McGill University, the forum in which students 
can directly participate in administrative decisions each 
VHPHVWHU��KDV�EHHQ�WKH�YHQXH�IRU�FRQWURYHUV\�VWRNHG�E\�DQ�
independently formed campus student group, Solidarity for 
Palestinian Human Rights (SPHR). In 2009, SPHR motioned 
for the Students’ Society of McGill University (SSMU) and 

at a glance
Name ....................... McGill University

Location ................... Montreal, Quebec 

Student body .............. Undergraduate 22,523

Gender ..................... 41% male, 59% female

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as students of color ......8QNQRZQ�

International .............. 17%, 136 foreign countries 
 represented 
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to his roommate, who, at the time, was president of Hillel 
Montreal, which led the campaign against the motion. 

At the time, Newburgh viewed the SPHR’s petition as 
DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�KXPLOLDWH�KLP�DV�WKH�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�&RXQFLO��
SSMU president Ivan Neilson said that he and other GA 
RUJDQL]HUV�UHFHLYHG�QR�LQGLFDWLRQ�WKDW�PHPEHUV�ZDQWHG�WR�
UHFRQVLGHU�1HZEXUJKòV�UROH�DV�VSHDNHU��

“Considering in [Newburgh’s] case that he was the presi-
dent of Hillel-Montreal, entirely separate from the McGill 
context … [and] separate from SSMU, his involvement was 
VHSDUDWH�VR�ZH�KDG�FRQŁGHQFH�LQ�KLV�LPSDUWLDOLW\�ö�VDLG�
Neilson.

õ,�WKLQN�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�KDV�EHOLHIV�DQG�WKDW�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�
has opinions, but you are either impartial or you aren’t. 
Throughout the entire interviews [Newburgh and another 
6608�VSHDNHU��/DXUHQ�+XGDN@�VKRZHG�WKH\�ZHUH�FDSDEOH�RI�
WKDW�ö331

63+5�ŁOHG�WKH�SHWLWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�-XGLFLDO�%RDUG�RQ�0DUFK�
17. On June 24, the Judicial Board dismissed SPHR’s petition 
against Newburgh, stating that they found that Newburgh 
KDG�IXOŁOOHG�KLV�GXWLHV�DV�VSHDNHU�RI�WKH�6608�&RXQFLO�332

In the spring semester of academic year 2010–2011, the 
0F*LOO�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�LQYHVWLJDWHG�VWXGHQW�+DDULV�.KDQ��
'XULQJ�D�0DUFK���VFUHHQLQJ�RI�Indoctrinate U, the 2007 docu-
PHQWDU\�ŁOP�DERXW�LGHRORJLFDO�FRQIRUPLW\�DQG�õSROLWLFDO�
FRUUHFWQHVVö�LQ�$PHULFDQ�DFDGHPLD�KRVWHG�E\�WZR�FDPSXV�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��&RQVHUYDWLYH�0F*LOO�DQG�/LEHUWDULDQ�0F*LOO��
.KDQ�WZHHWHG��õ,�ZDQW�WR�VKRRW�HYHU\RQH�LQ�WKLV�URRP�ö�DGG-
LQJ��õ,�VKRXOG�KDYH�EURXJKW�DQ�0���ö

.KDQ�PDGH�WKH�WKUHDWV�XVLQJ�KLV�%ODFNEHUU\�DW�WKH�EDFN�
RI�WKH�VFUHHQLQJ�URRP��'XULQJ�WKH�VFUHHQLQJ�.KDQ�UDLOHG�
DJDLQVW�-HZV�DQG�=LRQLVWV�LQ����VHSDUDWH�WZHHWV�ö,òYH�LQŁO-
WUDWHG�D�=LRQLVW�PHHWLQJ�ö�.KDQ�ZURWH�LQ�KLV�ŁUVW�WZHHW��DW�
�����S�P���VKRUWO\�DIWHU�WKH�HYHQW�EHJDQ��õ,�IHHO�OLNH�,òP�DW�D�
6DWDQLVW�ULWXDO�ö333

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�ŁOP�VFUHHQLQJ��HYHQW�RUJDQL]HUV�IRXQG�RXW�
DERXW�WKH�WZHHWV�DQG�DOHUWHG�0F*LOO�6HFXULW\��.KDQ�ODWHU�DSRO-
RJL]HG��H[SODLQLQJ�WKDW�KH�XVHV�7ZLWWHU�WR�YHQW�KLV�HPRWLRQV��
.KDQ�GHVFULEHG�KLPVHOI�DV�QRW�YHU\�UHOLJLRXV��ZLWK�QR�GHHS�
attachment to Islam. His sister-in-law is Jewish, he added, 
and he doesn’t consider himself antisemitic. “I don’t have a 

SUREOHP�ZLWK�-HZV�ö�VDLG�.KDQ�
The threatening tweets were widely covered in Canadian 

media, with outlets such as Global and Toronto Star reporting 
on the campus happenings, as well as Fox News.

.KDQ�ODWHU�PDGH�D�SXEOLF�DSRORJ\�LQ�WKH�McGill Tribune 
VD\LQJ��õ0\�QDPH�LV�+DDULV�.KDQ��,�DP�QRW�DQ�DQWL�6HPLWH��,�
am not a terrorist. I am not a threat to my fellow students on 
FDPSXV��,�FDQ�EH�DQ�LGLRW�VRPHWLPHV��WKRXJK�ö

.KDQ�H[SODLQHG�

,�DP�DQWL�=LRQLVW��7KH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW�LV�D�YHU\�
sensitive subject and it’s easy to become worked up 
about it if you care passionately about the issue. I also 
realize that anti-Zionism tends to go hand in hand with 
anti-Semitism because of the complex relationship be-
WZHHQ�WKH�-HZLVK�LGHQWLW\�DQG�,VUDHO��7KLV�FUHDWHV�D�ŁQH�
line when it comes to criticizing Israel and Zionism. I 
do not harbour any hatred towards Jewish people. My 
Jewish sister-in-law, whom I love very dearly, and my 
niece who is Jewish by tradition are both people that 
are close to my heart and their cultural or religious 
backgrounds have nothing to do with how I see them. 
My objection to the policies of the state of Israel and 
the treatment of the Palestinians are purely political 
DQG�LQ�QR�ZD\�UHłHFW�KRZ�,�YLHZ�-HZLVK�SHRSOH�334

Student response seemed to be tempered, however, with 
QR�ODUJH�RXWFU\�FODLPLQJ�WKDW�.KDQ�ZDV�DQWLVHPLWLF��,QVWHDG��
some on campus challenged the McGill community to face 
WKDW�õDQWLVHPLWLVP�ZDV�UHDO�ö�DQG�WR�ORRN�DW�0F*LOOòV�UHDFWLRQ�
WR�.KDQòV�WZHHWV��2QH�FDPSXV�HGLWRULDO�H[SODLQHG��õ7KHUH�
ZDV�TXHVWLRQLQJ�RI�ZKHWKHU�WZHHWLQJ�DERXW�NLOOLQJ�=LRQLVWV�
could really be considered to be threatening to Jews; whether 
a stated fantasy of shooting was tantamount to threat; 
ZKHWKHU�WKLV�QHHGHG�WR�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�ö�6RPH�RQ�FDPSXV�
H[SUHVVHG�WKDW�WKLV�ZDV�D�õSROLWLFDOö�LVVXH�DQG�QRW�D�PDWWHU�RI�
SUHMXGLFH��+RZHYHU��FDPSXV�UHDFWLRQ�ZDV�PL[HG��7KH�.KDQ�
tweet incident created an incentive for the McGill commu-
QLW\�WR�H[SORUH�WKH�XVH�DQG�MXVWLŁFDWLRQ�RI�YLROHQW�UKHWRULF�335
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TEMPLE UNIVERSITY AND  
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY

begun in 2002, was related to the prosecution of Sami Al-
Arian, an ethnic Palestinian computer-engineering professor 
at University of South Florida in Tampa, on charges that he 
funneled money to Palestinian Islamic Jihad. It encompassed 
,,,7�DQG�VHYHUDO�RWKHU�0XVOLP�JURXSV�LQ�QRUWKHUQ�9LUJLQLD��
1R�FKDUJHV�ZHUH�ŁOHG�DJDLQVW�,,,7��EXW�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ZDV�
DSSDUHQWO\�QHYHU�FORVHG��$O�$ULDQ��ZKR�VSHQW�ŁYH�\HDUV�LQ�
MDLO��KDV�EHHQ�KHOG�XQGHU�KRXVH�DUUHVW�VLQFH������IRU�UHIXVLQJ�
WR�WHVWLI\�EHIRUH�D�JUDQG�MXU\�

7KH�7HPSOH�WUXVWHHVò�GHFLVLRQ�ZDV�õDOO�EHKLQG�WKH�VFHQHV�ö�
DFFRUGLQJ�WR�$OSHUW��õ,�KDG�QR�LQWHUHVW�LQ�SXEOLFL]LQJ�LW�ö�VKH�
says, and neither did IIIT, as “it would have been more hurt-
IXO�WR�WKHLU�UHSXWDWLRQ�WR�PDNH�LW�D�SXEOLF�PDWWHU�ö�

Therefore, there was no public debate on campus, she 
says, until the Philadelphia Inquirer�EURNH�WKH�VWRU\�LQ�-DQXDU\�
������$QWL�0XVOLP�DFWLYLVW�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�WROG�WKH�Inquirer 
WKDW�KH�KDG�QRW�KHDUG�DERXW�WKH�,,,7�RŀHU��+RZHYHU��KH�FDOOHG�
,,,7�õ,VODPR�IDVFLVWVö�DQG�õSDUW�RI�D�MLKDG�DJDLQVW�WKH�:HVW�ö

,Q�)HEUXDU\�����������7HPSOH�SURIHVVRUV�VLJQHG�D�SHWL-
WLRQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�$\RXE�DQG�GHSORULQJ�õWKH�VODQGHURXV�DWWDFNV�
RQ�KLP�WKDW�VXEVHTXHQWO\�DSSHDUHG�RQ�DQWL�,VODPLF�KDWH�ZHE-
VLWHV�ö�EXW�WKH�GHHG�KDG�EHHQ�GRQH��,,,7�GHFLGHG�QRW�WR�ZDLW��
,W�RŀHUHG�WKH�FKDLU�WR�*HRUJH�0DVRQ�8QLYHUVLW\�LQ�)DLUID[��
9LUJLQLD��ZKLFK�DFFHSWHG�LW�LQ�WKH�IDOO�RI������

DIFFERENT INSTITUTIONS, DIFFERENT 
CHOICES
Temple, in inner-city Philadelphia, and George Mason, in the 
9LUJLQLD�VXEXUEV�RI�:DVKLQJWRQ��VKDUH�D�GLVWLQFWLYH�VWDWXV��
They are publicly funded, but independently run. Temple is 
FDOOHG�õVWDWH�UHODWHG�ö�ZKLOH�*HRUJH�0DVRQ�ZDV�IRXQGHG�DV�D�
EUDQFK�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�9LUJLQLD�DQG�EHFDPH�LQGHSHQGHQW�
in 1972.

Both are large institutions, with more than 30,000 
students and satellite campuses abroad, but a substantial 
PDMRULW\�RI�WKHLU�VWXGHQWV�DUH�VWDWH�UHVLGHQWV�DQG�FRPPXWHUV��
In the fall of 2009, Temple’s students were about 15 percent 
Afro-American, 10 percent Asian, 3.5 percent Latino, and 4 
SHUFHQW�LQWHUQDWLRQDO��,Q�������*HRUJH�0DVRQòV�ZHUH�DERXW�
RQH�HLJKWK�$VLDQ����SHUFHQW�%ODFN����SHUFHQW�/DWLQR��DQG�����
percent international. 

George Mason welcomed the IIIT donation. “The gift will 
allow Mason to build upon the rich Islamic culture present in 
its diverse student body, faculty and the surrounding com-
munities and position the university as a leading authority in 
WKH�ŁHOG�RI�,VODPLF�VWXGLHV�ö�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DQQRXQFHG�LQ�1R-
YHPEHU�������0RUH�WKDQ�������RI�LWV�VWXGHQWV�õFRPH�HLWKHU�
IURP�0XVOLP�$PHULFDQ�EDFNJURXQGV�RU�IURP�D�FRXQWU\�LQ�WKH�
0XVOLP�ZRUOG�ö�3URYRVW�3HWHU�6WHDUQV�VDLG�LQ�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�

In October 2009, Mason hired Cemil Aydin, who spe-
FLDOL]HV�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH��WR�ŁOO�WKH�
FKDLU��7XUNLVK�EXVLQHVVPDQ�$OL�9XUDO�$N��D�FROOHJH�IULHQG�
of Aydin’s, pledged $4 million more to the Islamic studies 
program, and the university named it after him. In October 
������WKH�$OL�9XUDO�$N�&HQWHU�ZRQ�D����������JUDQW�IURP�WKH�
National Endowment for the Humanities to run a program 
called “The Legacies of Muslim Societies in the Emergence of 
*OREDO�0RGHUQLW\������ï�����ö

s t e v e n  W i s h n i a

THE STRUGGLE OVER AN ISLAMIC STUDIES 
CHAIR AT TEMPLE AND GEORGE MASON 
UNIVERSITIES
In 2007, the International Institute of Islamic Thought of-
fered Temple University $1.5 million to endow a chair in 
Islamic studies. The Philadelphia university’s religion depart-
ment eagerly accepted.

The International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT), 
EDVHG�LQ�+HUQGRQ��9LUJLQLD��VD\V�LWV�SXUSRVH�LQ�ZRUNLQJ�
with universities is “bridging the intellectual divide between 
WKH�,VODPLF�WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�:HVWHUQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��WR�SURPRWH�
an understanding of Islam and Muslims in America, and to 
HQKDQFH�SHDFH�DQG�VHFXULW\�DW�WKH�JOREDO�OHYHO�ö�,W�ZRXOG�QRW�
have had any say in what was taught, says Temple religion 
professor Rebecca Alpert. However, says Alpert, both parties 
DJUHHG�WKDW�WKH�ŁUVW�KROGHU�RI�WKH�FKDLU�VKRXOG�EH�3URIHVVRU�
Mahmoud Ayoub, the Lebanese-born author of The Qur’an 
and Its Interpreters, Islam: Faith and History, and The Crisis of 
Muslim History: Religion and Politics in Early Islam, who was 
about to retire.

That fall, four days before the department was scheduled 
to hold a party to celebrate Ayoub’s appointment, the news 
FDPH�GRZQ�IURP�DERYH��7HPSOHòV�%RDUG�RI�7UXVWHHV�KDG�
GHFLGHG�WR�KROG�Rŀ�RQ�DFFHSWLQJ�WKH�PRQH\�XQWLO�D�IHGHUDO�
terrorism investigation of IIIT was complete. That probe, 

at a glance
Name ....................... Temple University

Location ................... Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

Student body .............. 27,623 undergraduates

Gender .....................����PDOH������IHPDOH

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ�DV� 
students of color ......... 29%

International .............. 121 foreign countries represented 

 Name ...................... George Mason University

Location ...................)DLUID[��9LUJLQLD�

Student body .............. Undergraduate 20,157

Gender .....................����PDOH������IHPDOH

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ�DV� 
VWXGHQWV�RI�FRORU�����

International .............. 129 foreign countries represented 
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õ,�DP�FRQYLQFHG�WKDW�0DVRQ�ZLOO�EH�D�PDMRU�FHQWHU�RI�
VFKRODUVKLS�LQ�,VODPLF�VWXGLHV�ö�$\GLQ�VDLG�LQ�D�XQLYHUVLW\�
press-release interview, citing the campus’s “more than 15 
scholars researching and teaching on issues related to the 
0XVOLP�ZRUOG�ö�LWV�ORFDWLRQ�QHDU�:DVKLQJWRQ��DQG�LWV�VLJQLŁ-
cant number of Muslim students. “Moreover, our students 
FRPH�IURP�UHODWLYHO\�FRVPRSROLWDQ�EDFNJURXQGV��7KXV��ZH�
have an opportunity to move beyond the simple introduc-
tory facts and discuss more complex issues related to Islamic 
WUDGLWLRQ�DQG�0XVOLP�VRFLHWLHV�ö

George Mason’s acceptance of the IIIT donation drew rela-
tively little protest from the Far Right. The Washington Times 
UDQ�D�EULHI�VWRU\�WZR�ZHHNV�ODWHU�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�WKH�JURXS�ZDV�
“still operating under the cloud of a six-year federal terrorism 
LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�ö�EXW�DOVR�TXRWHG�D�XQLYHUVLW\�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�
who said his understanding was that the investigation was 
õGRUPDQW�ö�'DYLG�+RURZLW]òV�FrontPage Magazine [see pro-
ŁOH@ðZKLFK��LQFOXGHV�DPRQJ�LWV�UHJXODU�FRQWULEXWRUV�0DVRQ�
economics professor Walter E. Williams—apparently did not 
cover the story. Neither did National Review Online, which 
KDV�DOVR�DWWDFNHG�,,,7�

BEHIND THE SCENES AT TEMPLE
7HPSOH�KDG�UXQ�DIRXO�RI�D�QHWZRUN�RI�ULJKW�ZLQJ�DFWLYLVWV�
dedicated to the idea that mainstream Muslim groups are 
DJHQWV�RI�õVWHDOWK�MLKDG�ö�XVLQJ�WKH�LPDJH�RI�PRGHUDWLRQ�DQG�
respectability to worm their way into American society so 
they can gain a position to do more damage when the call 
FRPHV�WR�HOLPLQDWH�WKH�LQŁGHOV�

“Should Islamists get smart and avoid mass destruction, 
EXW�LQVWHDG�VWLFN�WR�WKH�ODZIXO��SROLWLFDO��QRQ�YLROHQW�URXWH��
DQG�VKRXOG�WKHLU�PRYHPHQW�UHPDLQ�YLWDO��LW�LV�GLŃFXOW�WR�VHH�
ZKDW�ZLOO�VWRS�WKHP�ö�QHRFRQVHUYDWLYH�0LGGOH�(DVW�KLVWR-
ULDQ�'DQLHO�3LSHV�ZURWH�LQ�õ+RZ�WKH�:HVW�&RXOG�/RVH�ö�>6HH�
SURŁOH�@

One subsidiary of Pipes’s Middle East Forum, Campus 
Watch��VWDWHV�WKDW�LWV�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�H[SRVH�õWKH�SROLWLFL]D-
tion and biases of Middle East studies in North American 
XQLYHUVLWLHV�ö�Campus Watch�FHOHEUDWHG�7HPSOH�IRU�õPDN-
LQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDOO\�FRXUDJHRXV�GHFLVLRQ�WR�UHMHFW�,,,7òV�
WDLQWHG�RŀHU�ö

“Had Mahmoud Ayoub been allowed to head a newly en-
dowed Islamic studies program at Temple University it would 
KDYH�UHSUHVHQWHG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�WKH�,,,7�WR�SODFH�D�WURMDQ�
horse spreading Islamism inside a respected educational 
LQVWLWXWLRQ�ö�VDLG�D�-DQ�����������DUWLFOH�ZULWWHQ�E\�%HLOD�5DEL-
QRZLW]�DQG�:LOOLDP�0D\HU�SRVWHG�RQ�Campus Watch’s site. 
õ7KLV�OHYHO�RI�FXQQLQJ�DQG�GXSOLFLW\�HSLWRPL]HV�WKH�HVVHQFH�
RI�VWHDOWK�MLKDGLVP�ö�7KH�DUWLFOH�VXJJHVWHG�WKDW�7HPSOH�õLP-
PHGLDWHO\�ODXQFK�D�SUREH�LQWR�SURIHVVRU�$\RXEòV�EDFNJURXQG��
associations and ties … we believe there is a very good reason 
why the Islamists were willing to spend over a million dollars 
SODFLQJ�KLP�DW�WKH�KHDG�RI�WKLV�QRZ�VFXWWOHG�SURJUDP�ö

,URQLFDOO\��WKH�REMHFWLRQV�PLJKW�DSSO\�EHWWHU�WR�WKH�ODWH�
7HPSOH�SURIHVVRU�,VPDLO�DO�)DUXTL��ZKR�IRXQGHG�WKH�XQLYHU-
sity’s Islamic studies program and was a cofounder of IIIT. 
According to Alpert, he refused to teach Jewish students. “He 
ZDV�QRW�H[DFWO\�P\�IDYRULWH�SURIHVVRU�ö�VKH�VD\V�

“If the issue were of a professor who refused to teach 
Jewish students, that would be a legitimate complaint, but 
the idea that Temple University should not accept funding 
IURP�D�0XVOLP�JURXS�LV�QRW�ö�VD\V�3URIHVVRU�RI�3KLORVRSK\�
Lewis Gordon, an African-American Jew. “This is not a case 
of a documented terrorist group. The donors were considered 
JXLOW\�VLPSO\�E\�EHLQJ�DFFXVHG�ö

“It seems to me that the accusations leveled against 
the IIIT are a matter of guilt by association, based more on 
NQHH�MHUN�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�WKH�K\VWHULD�WKDW�OLQJHUV�LQ�WRR�PDQ\�
$PHULFDQ�PLQGV�VLQFH�WKH�WUDJHGLHV�RI������ö�PLOLWDU\�KLVWR-
ry professor Gregory Urwin wrote in an October 2007 open 
letter to Temple President Ann Weaver Hart. Urwin noted 
that he had spent ten days in Israel that summer studying 
counterterrorism. 

In the early 1990s, IIIT had given $50,000 to World and 
,VODP�6WXGLHV�(QWHUSULVH��D�WKLQN�WDQN�RQ�0LGGOH�(DVWHUQ�
issues that Professor Sami Al-Arian had run at University 
of South Florida. According to Alpert, IIIT gave Al-Arian 
the money to hold a conference, but “the relationship 
WXUQHG�VRXUö�DQG��WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�KHU�NQRZOHGJH��õWKH\�
VWRSSHG�IXQGLQJ�KLP�ö�,Q�DQ\�FDVH��VKH�VD\V��õLW�ZDV�YHU\�
clear that they [IIIT] would have no influence over who 
ZRXOG�VLW�LQ�WKH�FKDLU�ö�

Lewis Gordon says Temple trustee Richard Fox, a 
wealthy real-estate developer in the Philadelphia/South 
Jersey area, was the main force behind the trustees’ decision 
not to accept the IIIT donation. Fox is on the local board of 
Middle East Forum. A longtime Republican activist, he was 
VWDWH�FKDLU�RI�WKH������5HDJDQ�%XVK�FDPSDLJQ�LQ�3HQQV\OYD-
QLD�DQG�FRIRXQGHG�WKH�5HSXEOLFDQ�-HZLVK�&RDOLWLRQ�LQ�������
Fox chaired the Temple board for 17 years and the universi-
ty’s business school was named after him in 1999.  Fox also 
runs the Jewish Policy Center, which “asserts that Jewish 
$PHULFDQV�FDQ�QR�ORQJHU�DŀRUG�WR�VWXEERUQO\�KROG�RQ�WR�
outdated ideas of the past. This includes optimism over mis-
guided Middle East peace deals, appeasement of dictators, 
and unrealistic hopes that dangerous realities in the Middle 
(DVW�PLJKW�VLPSO\�FKDQJH�ZLWKRXW�WRXJKHU�8�6��SROLFLHV�ö�
It also “strongly supports the global war against Islamic 
H[WUHPLVPö�DQG�DUJXHV�WKDW�õ-HZLVK�$PHULFDQV�PXVW�EUHDN�
ZLWK�WKH�SDVWö�WR�VXSSRUW�VPDOOHU�JRYHUQPHQW��ORZHU�WD[HV��
free trade and related economic policies. The center’s Board 
RI�)HOORZV�UHDGV�OLNH�D�UROO�FDOO�RI�OHDGLQJ�IDU�ULJKW�-HZV�DQG�
QHRFRQVHUYDWLYHV��+RURZLW]�DQG�3LSHV�DUH�ERWK�RQ�LW��DORQJ�
with William Bennett, Mona Charen, David Frum, Michael 
$��/HGHHQ��WKH�ODWH�,UYLQJ�.ULVWRO��DQG�1RUPDQ�3RGKRUHW]��
his wife, Midge Decter, and their son, John. 

,Q�DQ�HGLWRULDO�LQ�WKH�)HEUXDU\������LVVXH�RI�WKH�Temple 
Faculty Herald, Gordon wrote that Fox had “protested 
against the chair by appealing to accusations of IIIT sup-
SRVHGO\�KDYLQJ�WLHV�ZLWK�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ö�7KH�
Department of Religion, he added, “responded by pointing 
out that the main support for the accusations were from the 
ZHEVLWH�'LVFRYHUWKHQHWZRUN�RUJ�ö�ZKHUH�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�
“warns his readers of a Left Wing Conspiracy that includes, 
DPRQJ�KLV�OLVW�RI�VXSSRVHGO\�QHIDULRXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��WKH�
-RKQ�'��DQG�&DWKHULQH�7��0DF$UWKXU�)RXQGDWLRQ�ö
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DAVID HOROWITZ AND IIIT 
7R�'DYLG�+RURZLW]��WKDW�D�0XVOLP�JURXS�HVSRXVHV�PRGHUD-
tion is not a sign of innocence. The Left, he writes on the 
'LVFRYHU�WKH�1HWZRUNV�VLWH��õKDV�D�ORQJ�DQG�ZHOO�GRFXPHQWHG�
history of dissembling about its agendas. In the past, the 
&RPPXQLVW�3DUW\��IRU�H[DPSOH��RSHUDWHG�WKURXJK�ñIURQWò�
groups which concealed the radical agendas of those who 
FRQWUROOHG�WKHP�ö

He applies the same logic to Muslim groups. The Muslim 
Students Association, the Council on American Islamic Rela-
tions, and the Muslim American Society, he writes, are “all 
JURXSV�ZKLFK�VXSSRUW�WKH�MLKDG�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZHVW�DQG�DUH�SDUW�
RI�WKH�QHWZRUN�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG��ZKLFK�LV�
WKH�SDUHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHUURULVW�JURXSV�DO�4DHGD�DQG�
+DPDV�ö�+H�DFFXVHV�,,,7�RI�EHLQJ�õFRQWUROOHG�E\�WKH�H[WUHP-
LVW��6DXGL�EDVHG�:DKKDEL�PRYHPHQW�ö

+RURZLW]òV�VSHFLŁF�DFFXVDWLRQV�DJDLQVW�,,,7�DUH�IDLUO\�
thin, relying mainly on guilt by association. He cites a May 
1991 Muslim Brotherhood document, “An Explanatory 
Memorandum on the General Strategic Goal for the Group in 
1RUWK�$PHULFDö�WKDW�OLVWV�,,,7�DV�RQH�RI����$PHULFDQ�0XVOLP�
õRUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�RXU�IULHQGV�ö�WKDW�FRXOG�KHOS�WHDFK�0XV-
OLPV�õWKDW�WKHLU�ZRUN�LQ�$PHULFD�LV�D�NLQG�RI�JUDQG�-LKDG�LQ�
HOLPLQDWLQJ�DQG�GHVWUR\LQJ�WKH�:HVWHUQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�IURP�
ZLWKLQ�DQG�ñVDERWDJLQJò�LWV�PLVHUDEOH�KRXVH�E\�WKHLU�KDQGV�
... so that ... God’s religion [Islam] is made victorious over all 
RWKHU�UHOLJLRQV�ö�7KH�PDLQ�WH[W�RI�WKH�GRFXPHQW��D�JUDQGLRVH�
scheme to recruit American Muslims into a comprehensive 
PRYHPHQW�ZLWK�D�PXOWLWXGH�RI�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��GRHV�QRW�PHQ-
tion IIIT. The list of the 29 groups appears as an appendix, 
with the comment “Imagine if they all march according to 
RQH�SODQ���ö�$QRWKHU�RI�WKH�õQXPHURXV�GRFXPHQWHG�OLQNV�WR�
WHUURULVP�ö�+RURZLW]�FODLPV�LV�WKDW�õ,,,7�LV�DOVR�QDPHG�DV�D�
defendant in two class-action lawsuits brought by victims of 
WKH������DWWDFNV�ö

WHY TEMPLE?
'DYLG�+RURZLW]�KDV�IRFXVHG�PXFK�RI�KLV�FUXVDGH�RQ�7HPSOH�
RYHU�WKH�SDVW�ŁYH�\HDUV��+LV�ERRN One-Party Classroom calls it 
õ7HPSOH�RI�&RQIRUPLW\�ö�+LV�ERRN�The Professors lists Lewis 
Gordon and Temple Geography/Urban Studies Professor 
Melissa Gilbert among the 101 worst radical professors at 
U.S. universities, “representative of thousands of radicals 
who teach our children and who also happen to be alleged ex-
terrorists, racists, murderers, sexual deviants, anti-Semites, 
DQG�DO�4DHGD�VXSSRUWHUV�ö

,Q�-DQXDU\�������+RURZLW]�FDPH�WR�3KLODGHOSKLD�WR�XUJH�
a state legislative committee to enact his “Academic Bill of 
5LJKWV�ö�ZKLFK�ZRXOG�UHTXLUH�SURIHVVRUV�WR�VKDUH�D�UDQJH�
of views with their students. Critics called it an attempt to 
IRUFH�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WR�WHDFK�ULJKW�ZLQJ�YLHZSRLQWV��+RURZLW]�
claimed that a Pennsylvania State University biology pro-
fessor had shown Michael Moore’s anti-Bush documentary 
Fahrenheit 9/11 in class before the 2004 election. But he 
told the Inside Higher Ed website that he had no proof that 
KDG�KDSSHQHG��õ,�FDQòW�LQYHVWLJDWH�HYHU\�VWRU\�ö�KH�VDLG��
but added that “everybody who is familiar with universities 
NQRZV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�ZLGHVSUHDG�SUDFWLFH�RI�SURIHVVRUV�YHQW-

ing about foreign policy even when their classes aren’t about 
IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�ö

The Pennsylvania legislature did not pass the bill. How-
ever, says Gregory Urwin, as a result of those hearings, “a 
PDUJLQDO�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQW�FODLPHG�WKDW�,�KDG�łXQNHG�KLP�
EHFDXVH�KH�ZDV�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�DQG�D�YHWHUDQ�ö�$IWHU�WHVWLI\LQJ�
at the hearings, the student, Christian DeJohn, sued Temple 
LQ�IHGHUDO�FRXUW��EDFNHG�E\�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�5LJKW�JURXS�$OOLDQFH�
'HIHQVH�)XQG��7KH�MXGJH�GLVPLVVHG�'H-RKQòV�FODLPV�DJDLQVW�
Urwin, who had told him he’d have to rewrite his thesis if he 
ZDQWHG�WR�SDVV��,Q�������WKH�7KLUG�&LUFXLW�&RXUW�RI�$SSHDOV�
awarded DeJohn $1 compensation for his claim that Temple’s 
former sexual-harassment policy violated his free-speech 
rights.

õ,òP�VWLOO�VWHDPHG�DERXW�LW�ö�VD\V�8UZLQ��õ,W�ZDV�D�ZLWFK�
KXQW��&ORVH�WR�KDOI�RI�P\�JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�YHWHUDQV�ö

In October 2007, while the Board of Trustees was con-
VLGHULQJ�WKH�,,,7�RŀHU��+RURZLW]�VSRQVRUHG�,VODPR�)DVFLVP�
$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�DW�WKH�FDPSXV��IHDWXULQJ�D�PL[�RI�VSHDN-
HUV�VXFK�DV�IRUPHU�6HQ��5LFN�6DQWRUXP��)RU�,VODPR�)DVFLVP�
$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN��,)$:��DW�7HPSOH�LQ�������+RURZLW]�DU-
ranged an appearance by Dutch Freedom Party leader Geert 
Wilders, who has urged banning the Quran. The Temple 
College Republicans co-sponsored it.

The Muslim Students Association (MSA) protested, say-
ing that Wilders would create “an unsafe atmosphere where 
SUHMXGLFHG��UDFLVW�DQG�YHKHPHQWO\�KDWHIXO�ZRUGV�ZLOO�EH�
GLVJXLVHG�XQGHU�WKH�YHLO�RI�DFDGHPLD�ö�+RURZLW]�DQG�KLV�FR-
author responded that the MSA was trying to “censor critics 
RI�UDGLFDO�,VODP�ö�DQG�UHSHDWHG�WKH�DFFXVDWLRQ�WKDW�LW�VXSSRUWV�
õWKH�MLKDG�DJDLQVW�WKH�:HVW�ö�7KH\�FDOOHG�WKH�QDWLRQDO�06$òV�
SURWHVWV�DJDLQVW�WKH�õQDNED�ö�WKH�$UDELF�ZRUG�IRU�õFDWDVWUR-
SKHö�XVHG�DV�D�WHUP�IRU�WKH�H[SXOVLRQ�RI�WKRXVDQGV�RI�3DOHV-
WLQLDQ�$UDEV�IURP�,VUDHO�LQ�������õDQ�DFW�RI�JHQRFLGDO�KDWH�ö

Wilders told the crowd at Temple, “Where Islam sets 
URRWV��IUHHGRP�GLHV�ö�DQG�WKDW�õRXU�:HVWHUQ�FXOWXUH�LV�IDU�
EHWWHU�WKDQ�WKH�,VODPLF�FXOWXUH�DQG�ZH�VKRXOG�GHIHQG�LW�ö�+LV�
bodyguards ushered him out of the room after people began 
KHFNOLQJ�KLP�GXULQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�DQVZHU�SHULRG�

õ%LJ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�ZLOO�SURWHFW�WKHLU�SURIHVVRUV�ö�VD\V�&HPLO�
Aydin of George Mason. He notes that in 2005, Saudi Prince 
Alwaleed Bin Talal attracted little controversy when he do-
nated $20 million each to Harvard and Georgetown to fund 
Islamic studies at those universities. Aydin says he hasn’t 
seen “any discrimination about the post or any controversy or 
DQ\�SUHVVXUHö�DW�*HRUJH�0DVRQ��+H�GLVPLVVHV�+RURZLW]�DQG�
KLV�VXSSRUWHUV��õ,�GRQòW�NQRZ�DQ\�SURIHVVRUV�ZKR�WDNH�WKHP�
VHULRXVO\�ö�KH�VD\V��õ7KH\òUH�OLNH�VRPHRQH�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�FXUH�
WKH�SDWLHQW�ZLWK�PDJLF��DQG�ŁUH�DOO�WKH�GRFWRUV�EHFDXVH�WKH\�
DUH�ñWHUURULVWV�òö

Temple, says Lewis Gordon, is vulnerable to such pres-
sures because it’s publicly supported and thus entwined in 
SROLWLFV��EXW�LW�ODFNV�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SRZHU�RI�D�PRUH�HOLWH�XQLYHU-
VLW\��0DQ\�RI�LWV�VWXGHQWV�DUH�WKH�ŁUVW�LQ�WKHLU�IDPLOLHV�WR�JR�
WR�FROOHJH��KH�VD\V��VR�õLWòV�QRW�DQ�(VWDEOLVKPHQW�VFKRRO�ö�+H�
sees the campaign against the Islamic studies chair at Temple 
DV�SDUW�RI�D�ODUJHU�DWWDFN�RQ�SXEOLF�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ��$V�VRFL-
HWLHV�VZLQJ�WR�WKH�ULJKW��KH�VD\V��õWKH\�DWWDFN�XQLYHUVLWLHV��,WòV�
QRW�VRPHWKLQJ�LVRODWHG�ö�:KDW�LV�DW�VWDNH��KH�VD\V��LV�WKH�XQL-
versity’s place as an institution where people can develop the 
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LQWHOOHFWXDO�WRROV�IRU�H[SHUW�NQRZOHGJH�DQG�FULWLFDO�DQG�UHłHF-
WLYH�WKLQNLQJ��7KH�WUXVWHHVò�DFWLRQ��KH�FRQWHQGV��õUHVHPEOHG�
D�IRUP�RI�EXOO\LQJ�ö�DQG�LW�GLVFRXUDJHG�õULVN\�WKRXJKW�ö�7KDW��
he concludes, served a vision of the university as a place 
ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�õSLFN�XS�GHJUHHV�DQG�JR�LQWR�WKH�MRE�PDUNHW��
but stay out of the world of political discourse, which is an 
LPSRUWDQW�SDUW�RI�FLWL]HQVKLS�ö�

For Temple’s Rebecca Alpert, the issue is also one of 
NQRZOHGJH��õ7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WR�HQG�KDWUHG�LV�WR�JHW�SHRSOH�WR�
XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�ZRUOGòV�UHOLJLRQV�ö�VKH�VD\V��õDQG�WKH�RQO\�
ZD\�WR�GR�WKDW�LV�WR�KDYH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�NQRZOHGJHDEOH�
WHDFKLQJ�DERXW�WKHP�ö
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UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS  
AT AMHERST

Latino, Asian, or American Indian descent. The undergradu-
ate population is approximately 50 percent male and 50 per-
cent female. While the university does not collect informa-
tion on religion, both the Cooperative Institutional Research 
Program Freshman Survey, administered by University of 
California, Los Angeles’ Higher Education Research Insti-
WXWH��DQG�D������,QWHUQDO�6SLULWXDO�$ŀDLUV�6XUYH\�VXJJHVW�
that about 6 percent (or approximately 1,200 to 1,500) of 
undergraduates are Jewish and 7 percent are Muslim.

The University’s Judaic and Near Eastern Studies pro-
JUDP�RŀHUV�D�PDMRU�DQG�PLQRU�LQ�-XGDLF�6WXGLHV��D�PDMRU�DQG�
minor in Middle Eastern Studies, and minors in Hebrew and 
Arabic. It also sponsors the Center for Jewish Studies. The 
program encourages study abroad and the university oper-
ates an exchange program with the American University in 
&DLUR��7KH�SURJUDP�RŀHUV����+HEUHZ�FRXUVHV��VHYHQ�$UDELF�
FRXUVHV��DQG�IRXU�<LGGLVK�FRXUVHV��7KLV�ORSVLGHGQHVV�LV�HYHQ�
PRUH�SURQRXQFHG�LQ�WKH�JHQHUDO�FRXUVH�RŀHULQJV�ZKLFK�
include 53 Judaic Studies courses and only four Middle East-
ern Studies Courses (though it should be noted that Middle 
Eastern Studies is an interdisciplinary program in which ma-
MRUV�DQG�PLQRUV�WDNH�UHOHYDQW�FRXUVHV�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�GHSDUW-
ments, as well as at the other Five Colleges). In academic year 
2010–2011, of the program’s eight faculty members, seven 
teach Judaic Studies, while the eighth is Director of Middle 
Eastern Studies.

UMass provides housing for 12,000 students in 45 resi-
GHQFH�KDOOV��ZKLFK�UDQJH�IURP�SLFWXUHVTXH�ROG�GRUPLWRULHV�
to high-rise dorms to apartment buildings. One of the goals 
of Housing and Residence Life is clearly to create community 
in a large university. There are numerous special residence 
SURJUDPV��IURP�DOO�PDOH��DOO�IHPDOH��ŁUVW�\HDU��DQG�ZHOO-
QHVV�łRRUV��WR�5HVLGHQWLDO�$FDGHPLF�3URJUDPV�LQ�ZKLFK�
VWXGHQWV�OLYH�DQG�WDNH�FRXUVHV�WRJHWKHU�RU�VKDUH�D�PDMRU��WR�
&XOWXUDO�,QWHUHVW�&RPPXQLWLHV��LQFOXGLQJ�EXLOGLQJV�RU�łRRUV�
for Multicultural, Asian-American, Native American, and 
LGBTQ students, and students of African descent. There is 
no residential programming for Jewish or Muslim students, 
though Jewish students can choose to live in Hillel’s Jewish 
Living and Learning Community.

/LNH�PRVW�ODUJH�VWDWH�XQLYHUVLWLHV��VWXGHQW�OLIH�DW�80DVV�
RŀHUV�PDQ\�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�LQYROYHPHQW��7KHUH�DUH�VWURQJ�
DWKOHWLF��DUWV��DQG�*UHHN�SURJUDPV��LQFOXGLQJ�WUDGLWLRQDOO\�
Jewish fraternities and sororities), many ethnic and politi-
cal groups, and in academic year 2010–2011, there were 
����UHJLVWHUHG�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�$UDE�
Students Club, the Jewish Student Union, the Muslim Public 
$ŀDLUV�&RXQFLO��WKH�0XVOLP�6WXGHQWV�$VVRFLDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�
6WXGHQW�$OOLDQFH�IRU�,VUDHO��7KH�2ŃFH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6SLUL-
WXDO�/LIH�KDV�D�-HZLVK�$ŀDLUV�SURJUDP�ZKLFK�VSRQVRUV�HGX-
cational and cultural events including an annual Freedom 
6HGHU�FR�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�1HZPDQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ��WKH�%ODFN�
Student Union, the Muslim Students Association (MSA), and 
WKH�-HZLVK�6WXGHQW�8QLRQ��-68���+LOOHO�KDV�WHQ�VWDŀ�PHPEHUV�
LQFOXGLQJ�D�UDEEL��RŀHUV�VRFLDO�HYHQWV�DQG�FRXUVHV�DORQJ�ZLWK�
UHOLJLRXV�DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�VSRQVRUV�RU�FR�VSRQVRUV�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV�OLNH�.RORW��D�-HZLVK�D�FDSHOOD�VLQJLQJ�JURXS��DQG�-HZLVK�
Leaders in Business. The University also has a Chabad House. 
There is no Muslim chaplain and little other visible program-
ming for Muslims besides the MSA.

r e B e C C a  s t e i n i t z ,  W i n t e r  2 0 1 1

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DVVDFKXVHWWV��$PKHUVW��SRSXODUO\�NQRZQ�
DV�80DVV��LV�WKH�łDJVKLS�FDPSXV�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�0DV-
sachusetts system. It is located in the town of Amherst, about 
two hours west of Boston. Amherst is also the site of Amherst 
&ROOHJH��ZKLOH�6PLWK��0W��+RO\RNH��DQG�+DPSVKLUH�&ROOHJH�
DUH�ORFDWHG�LQ�QHDUE\�WRZQV��7RJHWKHU�WKHVH�VFKRROV�PDNH�XS�
the Five College consortium, which shares libraries, courses, 
programs, and other educational resources.

University of Massachusetts, Amherst (UMass) is a large 
state university with almost 21,000 undergraduates and 
RYHU�������JUDGXDWH�VWXGHQWV��)RXQGHG�LQ������DV�D�UXUDO�
land grant agricultural college, the university’s name change 
PDUNV�LWV�DFDGHPLF�H[SDQVLRQ�IURP�WKH�RULJLQDO�0DVVDFKX-
setts Agricultural College to Massachusetts State College in 
1931 and University of Massachusetts at Amherst in 1947. 
7RGD\��80DVV�RŀHUV����XQGHUJUDGXDWH�GHJUHH�SURJUDPV�DQG�
124 graduate programs in its nine schools and colleges which 
include Agriculture, Education, Engineering, Humanities 
and Fine Arts, Management, Natural Sciences, Nursing, 
Public Health and Health Sciences, and Social and Behavioral 
Sciences. While the university occupies the same site as it did 
LQ������ZKHQ�LW�KDG�IRXU�SURIHVVRUV�����VWXGHQWV��DQG�IRXU�
EXLOGLQJV��WKDW�VLWH��VHYHUDO�EORFNV�IURP�WKH�FHQWHU�RI�$P-
herst, is now a large self-contained campus with numerous 
academic buildings, substantial athletic facilities, and six 
residential areas.

)RU�DW�OHDVW�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�DSSUR[LPDWHO\����SHUFHQW�
of the undergraduate students at UMass have been from 
Massachusetts, though that number dropped to 74 percent 
in 2010, suggesting that there may be some truth to public 
perceptions that the university is trying to gain revenue by 
admitting more out-of-state students. 79 percent of under-
graduates are White and 21 percent are of African-American, 

at a glance
Name ....................... UMass Amherst

Location ................... Amherst, Massachusetts

Student body .............. 21,000 undergraduates, 
 6,000 graduate students

Gender ..................... 50% female, 50% male

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as students of color ...... 21%

5HOLJLRXV�DŃOLDWLRQ
� .... Undergraduate 6% Jewish, 
 7% Muslim

International .............. 70 countries, est. 13% international 

8QRŃFLDO�QXPEHUV
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ANTISEMITISM AND ISLAMOPHOBIA AT 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS, AMHERST
In comparison to 15 or 20 years ago, the campus climate 
IRU�-HZV�DQG�0XVOLPV�DW�80DVV�VHHPV�VWULNLQJO\�FDOP��-D\�
%HUNRYLW]��D�SURIHVVRU�LQ�WKH�-XGDLF�DQG�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV�
Department and Director of the Center for Jewish Studies, 
VD\V�łDW�RXW��õ)UDQNO\��,�GRQòW�VHH�PXFK�RI�HLWKHU�DQWLVHPL-
WLVP�RU�,VODPRSKRELD�DW�80DVV�ö�DQG�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�GLUHFW�
H[SUHVVLRQV�RI�SUHMXGLFH��RWKHU�IDFXOW\�DJUHH��7KH�'LUHFWRU�
RI�WKH�2ŃFH�RI�5HOLJLRXV�DQG�6SLULWXDO�/LIH��256/���/DUU\�
*ROGEDXP��IRUPHUO\�WKH�'LUHFWRU�RI�-HZLVK�$ŀDLUV��FDOOV�WKH�
FOLPDWH�õSUHWW\�JRRGö�DQG�õJHQHUDOO\�SHDFHIXO�ö�7KH�FDPSXV�
KDV�UHFHQWO\�VHHQ�OLWWOH�LQ�WKH�ZD\�RI�HLWKHU�PDMRU��DVVDXOW��
YDQGDOLVP��WKUHDWV��DUVRQ��RU�PLQRU��JUDŃWL��DQWLVHPLWLF�RU�
Islamophobic incidents. Whereas in past years, Goldbaum 
IUHTXHQWO\�UHFHLYHG�FDOOV�DERXW�LQFLGHQWV�LQ�UHVLGHQFH�KDOOV��
VXFK�DV�SRVWHUV�DQG�REMHFWV�EHLQJ�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�GHIDFHG��
WKRVH�FDOOV�KDYH�WULFNOHG�DZD\�WR�QRWKLQJ��)DFXOW\�ZKR�ZHUH�
RQFH�KLJKO\�DFWLYH�DURXQG�-HZLVK�0XVOLP�LVVXHV��OLNH�5LFKDUG�
(OOLV��ZKR�FKDLUHG�WKH�-HZLVK�)DFXOW\�DQG�6WDŀ�*URXS�IURP�
����ï������KDYH�PRYHG�RQ�WR�RWKHU�SXUVXLWV��WKDW�JURXS�
itself appears to have dissolved.

Supporting these anecdotal accounts, little evidence 
exists of antisemitic or Islamophobic activity at UMass. Be-
tween 2007 and 2009 (the latest data available), the campus 
UHFRUGHG�RQO\�WZR�KDWH�FULPHV��RQH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DV�UDFLDO�
bias and the other as sexual orientation bias. Neither the 
Daily Collegian, the university’s newspaper, nor the local 
newspaper, the Daily Hampshire Gazette, contain references 
WR�DQ\�VSHFLŁF�FDPSXV�EDVHG�LQFLGHQWV��,QGHHG��PRVW�RI�WKH�
references to Jews, Muslims, antisemitism, and Islamopho-
bia in the Daily Collegian occur in the context of commentary 
RQ�Rŀ�FDPSXV�DQG�QDWLRQDO�HYHQWV��7KH�VLQJOH�H[FHSWLRQ�LV�
,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�DFWLYLVP�DQG�FRQłLFW��ZKLFK�ZLOO�EH�GLV-
cussed below.

Despite this general sense of calm, the student percep-
WLRQV�UHYHDOHG�LQ�D������&DPSXV�&OLPDWH�IRU�-HZLVK�6WXGHQWV�
Survey are somewhat more complex. 22 percent of students 
surveyed felt that antisemitism exists on campus “to a great 
H[WHQWö�RU�õWR�VRPH�H[WHQW�ö�+RZHYHU��DSSUR[LPDWHO\����
SHUFHQW�RI�VWXGHQWV�KDG�õQHYHUö�RU�õUDUHO\ö�H[SHULHQFHG�PRVW�
RI�WKH�VSHFLŁF�EHKDYLRUV�QRWHG��KDUDVVPHQW��VWHUHRW\SLQJ��
JUDŃWL��YDQGDOLVP��GHIDFHPHQW���7KH�RQO\�VLJQLŁFDQW�RXWOLHU�
ZDV�KHDULQJ�RWKHU�VWXGHQWV�PDNH�GHURJDWRU\�RU�VWHUHRW\SLFDO�
FRPPHQWV�DERXW�-HZV�����SHUFHQW�RI�VWXGHQWV�UHSRUWHG�WKDW�
WKH\�KDG�õVRPHWLPHV�ö�õRIWHQ�ö�RU�õYHU\�RIWHQö�KHDUG�VXFK�
comments. Interestingly, a Jewish student comments on this 
very factor, reporting that “in my fraternity you’ll hear Jews, 
&KULVWLDQV��HYHQ�D�IHZ�0XVOLPV�ERXQFH�DURXQG�MRNHV�DERXW�
WKHLU�UDFH��3HRSOH�GRQòW�WDNH�LW�VHULRXVO\�û�ZH�KDYH�VRPHWKLQJ�
HOVH��WKH�SRZHU�RI�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLSV��VR�WR�PDNH�WKHVH�MRNHV�
GRHVQòW�PDWWHU��1R�RQH�WDNHV�RŀHQVH��>WKRXJK@�VRPH�RI�WKHVH�
MRNHV��LI�\RX�VD\�WKHP�LQ�SXEOLF��SHRSOH�PLJKW�JHW�SLVVHG�Rŀ�ö�
It is worth noting that the survey had a 40 percent response 
UDWH��ZLWK�����UHVSRQGHQWV��L�H���DSSUR[LPDWHO\�RQH�TXDUWHU�
of the total number of Jewish undergraduates). Given that the 
Jewish student body at UMass appears to be divided between 
students who are very actively involved in Jewish life and 
VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�QRW�LQYROYHG�DW�DOO��LW�LV�TXLWH�SRVVLEOH�WKDW�

those who responded to the survey were more inclined to 
notice and/or perceive antisemitism.

This gap between the perceptions and experiences of 
today’s students may also be related to the past history of con-
łLFW�EHWZHHQ�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQV�DQG�-HZV�DW�80DVV��7KHVH�
FRPPXQLWLHV�ZHUH�VLJQLŁFDQWO\�DW�RGGV�GXULQJ�WKH�ODWH�����V�
and 1990s, a time of similar turmoil across the country. Race 
and racism have long been—and continue to be—issues at 
80DVV��,Q�������FRQWURYHUVLDO�-HZLVK��$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQ�
faculty member Julius Lester shifted from Afro-American 
6WXGLHV�WR�-XGDLF�DQG�1HDU�(DVWHUQ�6WXGLHV�DV�D�FRQVHTXHQFH�
RI�UDFH��DQG�UHOLJLRQ�EDVHG�FRQłLFWV�ZLWK�KLV�FROOHDJXHV��
When African-American students brought Minister Louis 
)DUUDNKDQ�WR�FDPSXV�LQ�������IRU�WKH�VHFRQG�WLPH���+LOOHO�
RUJDQL]HG�D�SURWHVW�WKDW�GUHZ�RYHU�����VWXGHQWV�IURP�80DVV�
and nearby campuses; the controversy garnered national 
news coverage. In 1995, an antisemitic letter from an emeri-
tus professor appeared in the Daily Collegian, and the Jewish 
)DFXOW\�DQG�6WDŀ�*URXS��ZKLFK�KDG�RUJDQL]HG�WR�SURWHVW�
DQWLVHPLWLF�VSHDNHUV�RQ�FDPSXV��ZURWH�D�UHVSRQVH��2YHUDOO��
WKHUH�ZDV�D�VWURQJðDQG�VHHPLQJO\�MXVWLŁHGðVHQVH�RI�ERWK�
antisemitism and racism on campus.

During these years, the university made a concerted 
HŀRUW�WR�UHVSRQG�WR�WKHVH�FRQGLWLRQV��7KH�2ŃFH�RI�-HZLVK�
$ŀDLUV�ZDV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�������%HJLQQLQJ�LQ�������ZLWK�
the commissioning of a Diversity Action Plan, the university 
initiated a long-term, campus-wide Community, Diversity, 
	�6RFLDO�-XVWLFH�,QLWLDWLYH�WKDW�FRQWLQXHV�WRGD\��$�&KDQFHO-
ORUòV�7DVN�)RUFH�RQ�-HZLVK�$ZDUHQHVV�DQG�$QWL�6HPLWLVP�
ZDV�LQVWLWXWHG��DORQJ�ZLWK�VLPLODU�WDVN�IRUFHV�RQ�WKH�6WDWXV�
of Women, the Status of Minorities, and Gay, Lesbian, 
%LVH[XDO��DQG�7UDQVJHQGHU�0DWWHUV���,Q������WKH�2ŃFH�RI�
-HZLVK�$ŀDLUV��2-$���WKH�2ŃFH�RI�+XPDQ�5HODWLRQV��WKH�
Department of Afro-American Studies, and the Institute for 
Advanced Study in the Humanities collaborated to support 
WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�D�FRXUVH�RQ�õ+LVWRU\�RI�%ODFN�-HZLVK�5HODWLRQV�
LQ�WKH�8�6��ö�WDXJKW�E\�-RKQ�%UDFH\��DQ�HPLQHQW�DQG�KLJKO\�
respected historian in the Afro-American Studies depart-
ment, and Maurianne Adams, a Jewish faculty member. This 
course, which was developed out of a faculty seminar, was 
TXLWH�LQłXHQWLDO�DQG�XOWLPDWHO\�UHVXOWHG�LQ�D�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�
ERRN��Strangers & Neighbors: Relations Between Blacks and 
Jews in the United States. 

7KHUH�LV�QR�TXHVWLRQ�WKDW�WKHVH�HŀRUWV�KHOSHG�WR�FKDQJHG�
FRQGLWLRQV�RQ�FDPSXV��IRU�ERWK�-HZV�DQG�%ODFNV��$V�*ROG-
baum sums up the resulting shift, “We don’t have those 
NLQG�RI�LVVXHV�ZH�KDG����\HDUV�DJR�ZKHQû\RX�QHHGHG�DQ�
2ŃFH�RI�-HZLVK�$ŀDLUV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�LVVXHV�RI�FDPSXV�FOL-
PDWH�ö�%XW�80DVV�XQGRXEWHGO\�DOVR�EHQHŁWHG�IURP�FKDQJ-
ing cultural priorities, both nationally and among college 
VWXGHQWV��7KH�LGHQWLW\�SROLWLFV�RI�WKH�����V�DQG�����V�łDUHG�
DW�80DVV��OLNH�HYHU\ZKHUH��DQG�KDYH�FDOPHG�GRZQ�DW�80DVV�
OLNH�HYHU\ZKHUH��WKRXJK�UDFH�UHPDLQV�D�PRUH�FKDUJHG�LVVXH�
than antisemitism). Goldbaum believes that today’s UMass 
XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�DUH�VLJQLŁFDQWO\�PRUH�DVVLPLODWHG�WKDQ�WKHLU�
predecessors. “The fact of their Jewish identity is part of their 
LGHQWLW\�ö�KH�VD\V��õEXW�LWòV�QR�ELJ�GHDO�LQ�HLWKHU�D�SRVLWLYH�RU�
QHJDWLYH�ZD\�ö�+H�XVHV�WKH�IUDWHUQLW\�V\VWHP�DV�DQ�H[DPSOH�
of how things have changed. Whereas Jews used to have their 
RZQ�IUDWHUQLWLHV��LQ�SDUW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�WKDW�NHSW�
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WKHP�IURP�MRLQLQJ�RWKHU�IUDWHUQLWLHV���WRGD\��KH�VD\V��õWKH�
KLVWRULFDOO\�-HZLVK�*UHHNV�>DUH@�YHU\�PL[HG��7KH\òUH�WRWDOO\�
comfortable with the fact that they’re historically Jewish and 
they’re totally comfortable with the fact that lots of non-Jews 
DUH�WKHUH��7KH\òUH�MXVW�OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�*UHHN�ö�

The number of UMass students actively involved with 
-HZLVK�OLIH�DQG�SROLWLFV�LV�TXLWH�VPDOO��XQOLNH�SDVW�\HDUV��ZKHQ�
VLJQLŁFDQW�QXPEHUV�RI�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�HQJDJHG�ZLWK�-HZLVK�
issues on campus, today many Jewish students pay little at-
WHQWLRQ��3UHVLGHQW�RI�WKH�-68�0LNH�)R[�DJUHHV�WKDW�ZKLOH�õVWX-
dents who are involved with Jewish life are mostly involved 
ZLWK�-HZLVK�OLIH�ö�DQG�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�KROGV�WUXH�IRU�0XVOLP�
students, many Jewish and Muslim students identify more 
strongly with other aspects of campus life and have little 
interest in Jewish and Muslim activities and issues.

7KH�VLJQLŁFDQW�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV�UXOH��DQG�WKH�RQH�SODFH�
ZKHUH�-HZLVK�0XVOLP�FRQłLFW�LV�KLJKO\�YLVLEOH�RQ�FDPSXV��LV�
in the political arena, especially with regard to Israel/Pales-
WLQH�LVVXHV��5HFHQW�łDVKSRLQWV�IRU�WKLV�FRQłLFW�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�
a 2009 debate on a student government resolution that called 
for divestment from Israel as part of socially responsible 
investment policy and the 2010 speech by an Israel Defense 
Force soldier, which was protested by pro-Palestinian activ-
LVWV��7KHVH�FRQłLFWV�DUH�FOHDUO\�H[SHULHQFHG�DV�DQWLVHPLWLF�E\�
Jews on campus and Islamophobic by Muslims. For instance, 
ZKHQ�WKH�SURWHVWHUV�DW�WKH�VSHHFK�UDLVHG�WKHLU�ŁVWV�LQ�VROLGDU-
ity with the Palestinians, Jewish students interpreted their 
DFWLRQV�DV�1D]L�VDOXWHV�

Both professors and students note that this tension is 
also highly apparent in the classroom. Laila Alasmar, a 2010 
JUDGXDWH�DQG�IRXQGHU�RI�WKH�80DVV�FKDSWHU�RI�3URMHFW�1XU��
DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�GHYRWHG�WR�õIRVWHULQJ�D�GLDORJXH�EHWZHHQ�
0XVOLP�DQG�QRQ�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�ö�GHVFULEHV�WKH�G\QDPLF��
õ<RX�JHW�LQ�ELJ�DUJXPHQWV�LQ�FODVV�DQG�LW�EHFRPHV�SDUWLFX-
ODUO\�KHDWHG��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQFH�FODVVHVû�<RXòOO�
KDYH�WKUHH�W\SHV�RI�SHRSOH��WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�VLGH�D�ORW�ZLWK�
Muslims…, the people who side a lot with Jews or Israelis, 
[and] the ones who are very neutral and go either way. They 
JR�IRU�IDLUQHVV�DQG�ZKDW�WKH\�VHH�DQG�ZKDW�WKH�IDFWV�VKRZ�ö�
$ODVPDU�VSHFLŁFDOO\�SRLQWV�RXW�WKDW�õD�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�GR�KDYH�
a fear of Muslims and what Islam promotes especially when 
LW�FRPHV�WR�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ö�+RZHYHU��VKH�LV�YHU\�FOHDU�

WKDW�VXFK�GLVFXVVLRQV�DUH�OLPLWHG�WR�WKH�FODVVURRP��õ,�QHYHU�
experienced anti-Muslim [sentiments] out of the classroom. 
People were very respectful…. I never saw persecution on 
FDPSXV�ö�,QGHHG��ERWK�$ODVPDU�DQG�)R[�DJUHH�WKDW�HYHQ�WKH�
pro-Palestinian and pro-Israeli activists are respectful and 
even friendly in non-political contexts. 

$�FRQFHUWHG�UHFHQW�HŀRUW�WR�IRVWHU�SRVLWLYH�-HZLVK�0XVOLP�
relations on campus is probably both a cause and a conse-
TXHQFH�RI�WKLV�VHQVH�RI�UHVSHFW��7KH�06$�KDV�EHFRPH�RQH�RI�
the sponsors of the annual Freedom Seder, initially created 
WR�EULQJ�WRJHWKHU�%ODFNV�DQG�-HZV��,Q�������WKH�-68�DQG�WKH�
06$�ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�RUJDQL]H�UHOLHI�IRU�3DNLVWDQ�DIWHU�WKH�
VXPPHUòV�łRRGV�DQG�FRKRVWHG�D�VFUHHQLQJ�RI�WKH�ŁOP�Bilal’s 
Stand��7KHVH�SURMHFWV�DUH�DQ�H[SOLFLWO\�SURDFWLYH�DWWHPSW�
to counter the anti-Muslim sentiments that have become 
prominent in the United States since the lower Manhattan 
PRVTXH�ZDV�SURSRVHG�LQ�������DQG�WR�SUHYHQW�VXFK�VHQWL-
ments from gaining a foothold at UMass—an attempt that 
appears to have been largely successful.

7KH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKHVH�HŀRUWV�WR�VXSSRUW�FDPSXV�DQG�OR-
cal Muslims is also surely rooted in the fact that UMass is a 
largely liberal campus (in the CIRP Freshman Survey, only 
���SHUFHQW�RI�VWXGHQWV�LGHQWLŁHG�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�SROLWLFDOO\�WR�
the Right) located in a very liberal area with a strong pro-
Palestinian community. It does seem, however, that Muslim 
students experience—or at least perceive—more bias than 
Jewish students even if it is not on the scale of recent national 
outbursts. The fact that there is little campus infrastructure 
WR�PHHW�WKHLU�QHHGV�LV�RQH�VLJQ�RI�WKDW�ELDV��EXW�DOVR�PDNHV�
LW�PRUH�GLŃFXOW�WR�GLVFHUQ�WKH�LVVXHV�DW�VWDNH��2QH�H[DPSOH�
WKDW�PD\�LOOXVWUDWH�ERWK�WKHVH�FRQFHUQV�LV�WKH�GLŃFXOW\�
Muslim students faced in trying to obtain space for Friday 
DIWHUQRRQ�SUD\HUV��WKH�VWXGHQWV�IHOW�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�PHHWLQJ�
resistance because they were Muslim, but there have also 
been long-term issues with space assignment at UMass. The 
new ORSL hopes to begin collecting data on the experience 
of Muslim students and supporting them in building campus 
understanding and awareness of their traditions and con-
cerns—much as the OJA did for Jewish students.

In short, UMass Amherst has come a long way, but it still 
has places to go.
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UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI focus was on understanding Jewish and Muslim practices of 
worship. Muslim students brought prayer rugs, and per-
formed their evening service with Jews in attendance. Jewish 
students, in turn, shared their evening prayers and accompa-
Q\LQJ�ULWXDOV��ZLWK�WLPH�DW�WKH�HQG�IRU�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�GLVFXV-
VLRQ��$V�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�JUHZ��VWXGHQWV�FRQWLQXHG�VKDULQJ�
UHOLJLRXV�REVHUYDQFHV��LQFOXGLQJ�D�3DVVRYHU�VHGHU�DQG�EUHDN-
ing the Ramadan fast. 

The theme of religious pluralism inspired Jews and 
Muslims (JAM) to co-sponsor a series of gatherings called 
õ$EUDKDPòV�7HQW�ö�GHVFULEHG�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\òV�HYHQW�OLVWLQJV�
as a “two-way street of teller and listener [that] leads to the 
XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�2WKHU�DQG�WKH�KHDOLQJ�RI�WKH�2WKHU�ö�
,W�EULQJV�WRJHWKHU�0XVOLPV��&KULVWLDQV��DQG�-HZV�WR�VSHDN�LQ�
small groups and pairs about their experience of faith, cul-
WXUH��DQG�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��6WDUWHG�LQ�������$EUDKDPòV�7HQW��
co-sponsored with Hillel, Muslim Students at the University 
of Miami, and the Catholic Student Association, has become 
D�UHJXODU�Ł[WXUH�RI�FDPSXV�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH��DWWUDFWLQJ�DERXW�
30 students per semester. JAM member Alysse Mische notes 
an important rule at these gatherings—when it comes to 
FRQFHUQV�OLNH�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ��VWHUHRW\SLQJ�DQG�KDWH�VSHHFK��
SHRSOH�QHHG�WR�VSHDN�DERXW�WKHLU�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�
respond to issues or incidents in the news. 

Mische is one of a small number of Christian students 
ZKR�KDYH�WDNHQ�SDUW�LQ�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�-$0��6KH�MRLQHG�LQ�
response to the stereotyping of Muslims stemming from the 
6HSWHPEHU����������DWWDFNV��DQG�EURXJKW�D�VHQVH�RI�NLQVKLS�
with both Muslims and Jews. “Most of the Christians that got 
LQYROYHG�VDZ�WKLV�DV�ñWKH\òUH�RXU�IDPLO\�DQG�ZH�QHHG�WR�KHOS�
them get along,’“she observes.

The broader interfaith theme was the inspiration for 
õ6RXQGV�RI�)DLWK�ö�D�JURXQGEUHDNLQJ�FRQFHUW�RUJDQL]HG�E\�
'RVDQL�DQG�*RWWHVPDQ�LQ�$SULO�������õ6RXQGV�RI�)DLWK�ö�D�
EHQHŁW�IRU�+DLWLDQ�HDUWKTXDNH�UHOLHI��ZDV�LQVSLUHG�E\�WKH�
ZRUN�RI�6KDNHHOD�+DVVDQ��ZKRVH�HŀRUWV�WR�EXLOG�FRQQHF-
tions between Muslims, Christians, and Jews through sacred 
sound and music began in Chicago and has spread through 
concerts in cities around the country. A standing-room-only 
audience of more than 150 people, many from outside the 
FDPSXV��ŁOOHG�WKH�&KDSHO�RI�WKH�9HQHUDEOH�%HGH�IRU�WKH�0L-
DPL�FRQFHUW��ZKLFK�LQFOXGHG�D�&KULVWLDQ�EDURTXH�HQVHPEOH�
playing Johann Sebastian Bach, a Jewish vocal ensemble 
SHUIRUPLQJ�FDQWRUDO�PXVLF��D�JRVSHO�FKRLU��DQG�6XŁ�SRHWU\�
and music. Highlights of the concert included recitations 
IURP�WKH�4XòUDQ��IROORZHG�E\�D�SHUIRUPDQFH�RI�WKH�.RO�1LGUH�
OLWXUJ\�IRU�WKH�-HZLVK�<RP�.LSSXU��7KLV�VRQLF�YDULHW\�UHłHFWHG�
the diversity of the audience, and, notes Mische, the beauty 
of the music was a powerful connective force. “We were so 
HDVLO\�WKHUH�WRJHWKHU��HQMR\LQJ�WKH�PXVLF�WRJHWKHU��ZRUVKLS-
SLQJ�WRJHWKHU�û�LW�ZDV�D�UHDO�V\PERO�ö�

*RWWHVPDQ�HPSKDVL]HV�WKDW�-$0�ZDV�QRW�IRUPHG�LQ�
UHVSRQVH�WR�VSHFLŁF�DQWLVHPLWLF�RU�,VODPRSKRELF�LQFLGHQWV�RQ�
campus. Indeed, with more than 15,600 students and one of 
the most diverse student bodies in the nation, the University 
of Miami points proudly to a campus climate of pluralism 
WKDW�OHG�WR�LWV�QXPEHU�RQH�UDQNLQJ�IRU�õ5DFH�&ODVV�,QWHUDF-
WLRQö�LQ�WKH������3ULQFHWRQ�5HYLHZ��%XW�XQWLO�WKH�DGYHQW�RI�
JAM, interaction between the university’s Muslims and Jews 
was a rarity. “We wanted to be proactive and come together 

e l e n a  s t o n e

BRIDGING THE DIVIDE: JEWS AND MUSLIMS 
AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI
As a grandchild of Jews who survived the Holocaust, it 
seemed natural for University of Miami student Shoshana 
*RWWHVPDQ�WR�EH�DWWUDFWHG�WR�D�OHFWXUH�DERXW�D�3DULV�PRVTXH�
WKDW�VDYHG�-HZV�IURP�WKH�1D]LV�GXULQJ�WKH�*HUPDQ�RFFXSD-
WLRQ�RI�)UDQFH��/LWWOH�GLG�VKH�NQRZ�WKDW�KHU�DWWHQGDQFH�DW�
WKH�)HEUXDU\������HYHQW�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�FDWDO\VW�IRU�D�JURXQG-
EUHDNLQJ�HŀRUW�WR�VWUHQJWKHQ�WLHV�EHWZHHQ�D�QHZ�JHQHUDWLRQ�
of Muslims and Jews. It began with a conversation between 
*RWWHVPDQ�DQG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�-HKDQ�)HUR]�DQG�)DUDK�
Dosani, who introduced themselves after hearing Gottesman 
WDON�DERXW�KHU�EDFNJURXQG�GXULQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DQG�DQVZHU�
SHULRG��7KH�\RXQJ�ZRPHQ�ODPHQWHG�WKH�ODFN�RI�FRQWDFW�
between Muslims and Jews on the University of Miami (UM) 
FDPSXV��DQG�KRZ�OLWWOH�HDFK�NQHZ�RI�WKH�RWKHUòV�UHOLJLRQ�DQG�
FRPPXQLW\��6RRQ��WKH\�GHFLGHG�WR�WDFNOH�WKH�SUREOHP�KHDG�
RQðDQG�ZLWK�łLHUV��D�)DFHERRN�SDJH��DQG�RXWUHDFK�WR�80òV�
+LOOHO�DQG�0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�*URXS��D�QHZ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZDV�
ERUQ��,WV�PLVVLRQ�ZDV�DPELWLRXV��WR�EULGJH�WKH�GLYLGH�WKDW�KDV�
been fostered by society and Jewish-Muslim relations around 
the world.

Called simply JAM—for Jews and Muslims—the group 
built on the spirit of the three founders’ initial conversation. 
The focus was on creating a welcoming atmosphere where 
Jews and Muslims could learn about each other’s traditions 
DQG�KLVWRU\�DQG�JHW�WR�NQRZ�HDFK�RWKHU�DV�IULHQGV��7KH�ŁUVW�
meeting was small—about eight or nine students, remem-
EHUV�IRXQGLQJ�FR�FKDLU�'RVDQL��õ:H�VSHQW�WLPH�MXVW�LQWURGXF-
LQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DQG�WDONHG�DERXW�ZKHUH�ZH�ZHUH�LQ�RXU�VSLULWXDO�
OLYHV�ö�VKH�QRWHV��õ6RPH�RI�XV�ZHUH�UHOLJLRXV��RWKHUV�QRW�DW�
DOO��$�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�VDLG��ñ,�QHYHU�KDG�D�-HZLVK��RU�0XVOLP��
friend before.’ The idea was to create relationships, bringing 
together groups that have been divided in the larger world. It 
ZDV�YHU\�SRZHUIXO�ö

Slowly, the number of participants grew, with meetings 
FRQWLQXLQJ�WR�HPSKDVL]H�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�SHUVRQDO�WKHPHV��$W�
D�JDWKHULQJ�FDOOHG�õ/LYLQJ�2Q�D�3UD\HU�ö�IRU�H[DPSOH��WKH�

at a glance 
Name ....................... University of Miami

Location ................... Coral Gables, Florida

Student body ..............8QGHUJUDGXDWH�������

Gender .....................����PDOH������IHPDOH

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ�DV� 
students of color .........���

International .............. 9.21%
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EHIRUH�WKHUH�ZDV�D�ELJJHU�SUREOHP�RQ�FDPSXV�ö�QRWHV�*RW-
tesman. “If incidents of Islamophobia or antisemitism came 
up in the news, we would send out a message that would 
FRQGHPQ�WKRVH�DFWV��DQG�WU\�WR�FDOP�SHRSOH�ö�

7KDW�SURDFWLYH�LPSXOVH�SDLG�Rŀ�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�������ZKHQ�
WKH�EUHDNGRZQ�RI�WKH�*D]D�FHDVHŁUH�EHWZHHQ�+DPDV�DQG�,VUDHO�
led to heightened tensions between pro-Israel and pro-Pales-
tinian factions on many college campuses. There was no such 
escalation at the University of Miami. Along with the absence 
of an active pro-Palestinian group at the school, Gottesman 
FLWHV�-$0òV�UHODWLRQVKLS�EXLOGLQJ�HŀRUWV�DV�D�IDFWRU�LQ�WKH�
VFKRROòV�DELOLW\�WR�DYRLG�SRODUL]DWLRQ�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�

1HYHUWKHOHVV��LW�WRRN�-$0�D�\HDU�DQG�D�KDOI�WR�IHHO�UHDG\�WR�
GLUHFWO\�HQJDJH�ZLWK�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW��õ:H�GLGQòW�
ZDQW�WR�DYRLG�WKH�ULIW�ö�QRWHV�'RVDQL��õEXW�ZH�ZDQWHG�WR�JHW�
DW�LW�PRUH�IURP�D�KXPDQ�WKDQ�D�SROLWLFDO�DQJOH�ö�7R�GR�VR��
WKH�JURXS�VSRQVRUHG�DQ�HYHQW�FDOOHG�õ%ULGJLQJ�WKH�'LYLGH�ö�
D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�E\�.REL�6NROQLFN��DQ�,VUDHOL�-HZ��DQG�$]L]�
Abu Sarah, a Muslim born in Jerusalem, both of the Insti-
WXWH�IRU�&RQłLFW�$QDO\VLV�DQG�5HVROXWLRQ�DW�*HRUJH�0DVRQ�
University. After losing members of his family to Palestinian 
DWWDFNV��6NROQLFN�KDG�EHFRPH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�IXQGDPHQ-
WDOLVW�.DKDQD�\RXWK�PRYHPHQW��ZKLFK�SUHDFKHG�YLROHQFH�LQ�
GHIHQVH�RI�,VUDHO��$EX�6DUDK�MRLQHG�WKH�UDGLFDO�)DWDK�<RXWK�
0RYHPHQW�DIWHU�KLV�EURWKHU�ZDV�NLOOHG�E\�DQ�,VUDHOL�VROGLHU��
%XW�ERWK�PHQ�JUDGXDOO\�WXUQHG�WKHLU�EDFNV�RQ�YLROHQFH�DQG�
hostility and now travel the United States to promote toler-
ance and reconciliation as the path to peace between Israelis 
and Palestinians. More than 50 students came to hear them 
WHOO�WKHLU�VWRULHV�DW�õ%ULGJLQJ�WKH�'LYLGH�ö�ZKLFK�ZDV�DOVR�
D�IXQGUDLVHU�IRU�(LQ�%XVWDQ��DQ�,VUDHOL�$UDE�NLQGHUJDUWHQ�
SURJUDP�LQ�7LYRQ��,VUDHO��7KH�HYHQW�UDLVHG�-$0òV�SURŁOH�RQ�
campus and gave the group the chance to promote its mis-
sion to a wider audience. 

The success of Bridging the Divide emboldened JAM to 
go further to address the Israeli-Palestinian impasse. The 
UHVXOW�ZDV�<DG�Eò<HGðõ+DQG�LQ�+DQGö�LQ�ERWK�+HEUHZ�DQG�
Arabic—a national student conference on “A Pluralistic Ap-
SURDFK�WR�3HDFH�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ö�SUHVHQWHG�LQ�FROODERUD-
tion with the Clinton Global Initiative in October 2010. The 
conference’s mission was to “provide university students 
with the connections and tools needed to build trust among 
religious and ethnic communities in order to establish social 
change by serving the central needs of the peoples involved 
LQ�WKH�,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQłLFW�ö�7KH�FRQIHUHQFH�EURFKXUH�
JRHV�RQ�WR�HODERUDWH�WKH�RUJDQL]HUVò�QRQ�SDUWLVDQ�DSSURDFK��

Hand in Hand does not aim to choose a political side, 
but rather educate students of the many voices that ex-
ist within Christian, Jewish, and Muslim communities 
and provide the tools to utilize these voices for change 
in a globalized world. Through creativity and interac-
tive experiences at the conference, university students 
will foster connections with the leading Israelis and 
Palestinians who promote change through nonvio-
lence, and thus discover how to also instill those values 
and ethics within the American discourse about the 
,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQłLFW��7KLV�V\PELRWLF�UHODWLRQ-
ship is crucial and demands awareness.

An outreach video featuring two of the conference 
RUJDQL]HUV��6KRVKDQD�*RWWHVPDQ�DQG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQW�5HHP�
+DEDVK��SODFHG�WKH�FRQIHUHQFH�VTXDUHO\�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�
WKH�łRXQGHULQJ�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�SHDFH�SURFHVV��$IWHU�QRWLQJ�
their own Middle Eastern origins—Gottesman grew up in 
+DLID�DQG�+DEDVK�LV�IURP�-HUXVDOHPðWKH�WZR�DFNQRZO-
edged the frustration and discouragement that many who 
care deeply about peace were feeling. “There are days that it 
MXVW�IHHOV�VR�WRXJK�ö�WKH\�VDLG��õEXW�ZKHQ�WKLQJV�JHW�WRXJK��
ZK\�GRHV�SHDFHPDNLQJ�KDYH�WR�VWRS"�,VQòW�WKDW�WKH�WLPH�
when you should be trying even harder? This is the time, 
ZKHQ�LW�GRHVQòW�ORRN�JRRG�LQ�WKH�QHZV�û�WKLV�LV�WKH�WLPH�WR�
VWDQG�XS�IRU�SHDFH�ö

<DG�Eò<HG�DWWUDFWHG�PRUH�WKDQ�����VWXGHQWV�RYHU�D�WKUHH�
day period. While most attendees were living in Florida, they 
represented a broad range of national origins, from Israel 
DQG�3DOHVWLQH�WR�-RUGDQ��6\ULD��/HEDQRQ��%DQJODGHVK��.XZDLW�
DQG�7ULQLGDG��7KH�'DODL�/DPD�JDYH�WKH�NH\QRWH�DGGUHVV��
$PRQJ�WKH�GR]HQ�VSHDNHUV�ZKR�IROORZHG�ZHUH�6NROQLFN�DQG�
Abu Sarah, as well as peace activists, academics, and inter-
IDLWK�RUJDQL]HUV��6WXGHQWV�OLVWHQHG�WR�SUHVHQWDWLRQV��HQJDJHG�
LQ�ZRUNVKRSV��YROXQWHHUHG�LQ�D�VHUYLFH�SURMHFW�DW�D�ORFDO�
FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHU��DQG�DWWHQGHG�WKH�JURXQGEUHDNLQJ�IRU�
UM’s Student Islamic Center. Each day of the conference was 
GHYRWHG�WR�D�GLŀHUHQW�WKHPH��õ:HòUH�1RW�6R�'LŀHUHQW�ö�IRFXV-
LQJ�RQ�LQWHUIDLWK�GLDORJXH��õ&XUUHQW�(YHQWV�ö�ZLWK�DQ�H[SOLFLW�
IRFXV�RQ�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW��DQG�õ/HWòV�%ULGJH�WKH�
'LYLGH�ö�ZKLFK�HPSKDVL]HG�FRRSHUDWLYH�HŀRUWV�LQ�VXFK�ŁHOGV�
as education and the environment.

JAM’s success in bridging the Jewish-Muslim divide at UM 
yields a number of lessons for other activists interested in rep-
OLFDWLQJ�WKHLU�HŀRUWV��3HUKDSV�PRVW�LPSRUWDQW�LV�WKH�SULPDF\�
of friendship and building trust. “People have said to me that 
WKLV�LV�QD±YH��ZH�FDQòW�MXVW�KDYH�LQWHUIDLWK�FRQQHFWLRQV��ZH�DOVR�
KDYH�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�GLŀHUHQFHV�ö�VD\V�*RWWHVPDQ��õ%XW�LWòV�D�
EDODQFH��,I�\RX�ZDQW�WR�VZD\�VRPHRQH��\RX�FDQòW�MXVW�VKDWWHU�
their reality, because then they’ll shut down. People have to 
EH�IULHQGV�LQ�RUGHU�WR�KDYH�WKH�WRXJK�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ö

6HFRQG�LV�WKH�QHHG�WR�RUJDQL]H�EHIRUH�XQGHUO\LQJ�GLŀHU-
ences get to an unmanageable point. “Even if there were no 
outward signs [of problems for Muslim and Jewish students], 
WKHUH�ZHUH�XQGHUO\LQJ�WHQVLRQV�ö�0LVFKH�QRWHV��õ%XW�ZH�JRW�
RUJDQL]HG�EHIRUH�DQ\WKLQJ�UHDOO\�QHJDWLYH�FRXOG�KDSSHQð
ZH�ñSUHWUHDWHGò�WKH�SUREOHP�ö�%\�EHFRPLQJ�WKH�JR�WR�VSDFH�
on campus for Jews and Muslims to interact and address 
GLŀHUHQFHV�LQ�D�VSLULW�RI�FRRSHUDWLRQ��-$0�DGGUHVVHG�D�QHHG�
WKDW�PLJKW�KDYH�RWKHUZLVH�EHHQ�ŁOOHG�E\�PRUH�DQWDJRQLVWLF��
SRODUL]LQJ�IRUFHV��

Finally, there is the simple lesson of the power of students 
WR�KDYH�D�YLVLRQ�DQG��ZLWK�ZRUN�DQG�GHGLFDWLRQ��PDNH�WKDW�
vision real and have a vital impact. “I would say the biggest 
LPSDFW�-$0�KDV�KDG�RQ�PH�LV�MXVW�WR�NQRZ�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�
OLNH�WKLV�FDQ�KDSSHQ�ö�REVHUYHV�)DUDK�'RVDQL��õ,W�ZDVQòW�MXVW�
WDONðZH�FUHDWHG�UHDO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�DQG�ERQGV��$W�WLPHV�LW�
FRXOG�EH�D�OLWWOH�LQWLPLGDWLQJ�WKLQNLQJ�RI�ZKDW�ZH�ZHUH�WDNLQJ�
RQ��%XW�VHHLQJ�WKH�HŀHFW�RQ�SHRSOH��WKH�ZD\�-$0�JUHZ�IURP�
MXVW�DQ�LGHD�û�LW�ZDV�LQVSLULQJ�ö�
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UNIVERSITY OF NEW MEXICO applying a double standard.337  This debate has been played 
out across the nation, and at the University of New Mexico 
(UNM) the controversy is ongoing.

ABOUT UNM
810��ORFDWHG�LQ�WKH�FLW\�RI�$OEXTXHUTXH��LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�SXEOLF�
XQLYHUVLW\�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��7KHUH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\��������VWXGHQWV�DW�
810���������DUH�XQGHUJUDGXDWHV��ZKLOH�������DUH�HQUROOHG�
in graduate and other programs. Students of color comprise 
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�VFKRROòV�VWXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�DJJUHJDWH��OHG�
by Latinos, who comprise one-third of the student body, 
and American Indians, who comprise 6 percent. Forty-six 
percent of students are White.338  The Muslim Students As-
sociation estimates that there are approximately 150 Muslim 
students on campus. Hillel estimates that the number of Jew-
ish students enrolled is 250.339  The number of Muslims and 
Jews combined is under 2 percent of the total student body.

Student groups involved in the debates around the Israel/
Palestine issue include the Muslim Students Association 
(MSA), Hillel, and the Israel Alliance. The Coalition for Peace 
and Justice in the Middle East (hereon referred to as the Coali-
tion) on campus describes itself as “a nonpartisan, nonsectar-
LDQ�JURXS�ZKRVH�JRDO�LV�WR�HGXFDWH�810�VWXGHQWV��VWDŀ��DQG�
IDFXOW\�DERXW�WKH�,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQłLFW��WR�UDLVH�DZDUH-
ness about how our tax dollars are being spent, and to advo-
FDWH�DJDLQVW�FRQWLQXHG�PLOLWDU\�DLG�WR�WKH�UHJLRQ�ö340  As UNM 
LV�ORFDWHG�LQ�DQ�XUEDQ�VHWWLQJ��ORFDO�JURXSV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
RIWHQ�ZRUN�FORVHO\�ZLWK�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�DQG��DV�LV�GLVFXVVHG�
below, campus life is often shaped by communication and 
visits by outside parties. 

LIFE FOR MUSLIM STUDENTS AT UNM
Danya Musafa is a freshman at UNM and serves as co-presi-
dent of the Coalition as well as on the executive board of the 
MSA. “Things are mostly peaceful. We don’t have people 
\HOOLQJ�DW�XV�WR�JR�KRPH�ö�0XVDID�VD\V��UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�<RUED�
Linda, California event in March 2011 where Muslims were 
YHUEDOO\�DWWDFNHG�RXWVLGH�D�IXQGUDLVLQJ�HYHQW�IRU�DQ�,VODPLF�
charity. UNM has a very diverse student body where minori-
WLHV�PDNH�XS�D�PDMRULW\�RI�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\��PDNLQJ�LW�HVSH-
FLDOO\�GLŃFXOW�WR�ŁQG�WROHUDQFH�IRU�SXEOLF�GLVSOD\V�RI�UDFLVP�

But the peace is occasionally interrupted. “It [anti-Mus-
lim sentiment] seems to come out during Islam Awareness 
:HHN�ö�0XVDID�VD\V��(YHU\�\HDU��WKH�06$�DW�810�VHWV�XS�D�
tent with educational material on Islam, and Muslim stu-
dents have come to expect some visitors who will call them 
terrorists along with other slurs. A member of the MSA was 
GHVLJQDWHG�WR�KDQGOH�WKH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�RI�VSHDNLQJ�WR�VXFK�
opponents. 

Danya Musafa describes a complicated relationship 
between the Coalition and the UNM administration. The 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��VKH�VD\V��PDNHV�LW�HVSHFLDOO\�GLŃFXOW�IRU�WKH�
&RDOLWLRQ�WR�UHTXHVW�IXQGLQJ��ZKLFK�VKH�VD\V�LV�QRW�WKH�FDVH�
ZLWK�RWKHU�JURXSV��(YHU\�WLPH�WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�DVNV�IRU�IXQGLQJ��
VKH�VD\V��WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�SXWV�XS�SHWW\�REVWDFOHV�DVNLQJ�
IRU�IXUWKHU�GRFXPHQWDWLRQ��õ(DFK�WLPH�WKH\�ZRXOG�DVN�IRU�
VRPHWKLQJ�GLŀHUHQW�ö�VKH�VD\V��2QH�WLPH��WKH\�DVNHG�IRU�D�

at a glance 
Name ....................... University of New Mexico

Location ...................$OEXTXHUTXH��1HZ�0H[LFR

Student body .............. Undergraduate 21,332

Gender ..................... 45% male, 55% female

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ�DV� 
students of color ......... 50%

International .............. 0.97%

BOYCOTT, DIVESTMENT AND SANCTIONS 
(BDS) HEATS UP AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NEW 
MEXICO

a B D e l n a s s e r  r a s h i D

In the last several years, the University of New Mexico has 
VHHQ�LQFUHDVHG�DFWLYLW\�UHODWHG�WR�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW��
An increase in pro-Palestinian activism is part of a broader 
national trend that has emerged since the launch of the 
Global Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions Movement. Since 
������PRUH�WKDQ�����3DOHVWLQLDQ�FLYLO�VRFLHW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
have signed the call for people of conscience throughout the 
world “to impose broad boycotts and implement divestment 
initiatives (BDS) against Israel similar to those applied to 
6RXWK�$IULFD�LQ�WKH�DSDUWKHLG�HUD�ö336  Then, in 2006, former 
U.S. President Jimmy Carter published Palestine: Peace Not 
Apartheid��ZKLFK�PDUNHG�WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH�D�VHQLRU�8�6��SROLWLFDO�
ŁJXUH�XVHG�WKH�ZRUG�õDSDUWKHLGö�WR�GHVFULEH�,VUDHOL�SROLFLHV��
This was followed by the publication of The Israel Lobby and 
U.S. Foreign Policy by Stephen Walt and John Mearsheimer, 
professors at Harvard University and the University of Chi-
cago, respectively. Walt and Mearsheimer’s controversial 
ERRN�H[SORUHG�WKH�H[WHQW�WR�ZKLFK�WKH�,VUDHO�OREE\�LQłXHQFHV�
8�6��SROLF\�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��IXUWKHU�OHJLWLPL]LQJ�VWXGHQWVò�
HŀRUWV�WR�ŁQG�D�PHDQV�RI�DFWLYLVP�WKDW�GLG�QRW�GHSHQG�RQ�
the U.S. government to act. These developments, along 
ZLWK�,VUDHOL�PLOLWDU\�DFWLRQV�LQ�/HEDQRQ�LQ�������LQ�*D]D�LQ�
����ï������DQG�WKH�7XUNLVK�DLG�łRWLOOD�WR�*D]D�LQ�������KDYH�
been among the catalysts for the resurgence of the Palestin-
ian solidarity movement on university campuses. The feeling 
among such groups is that Israel has been allowed to act with 
impunity in all of these cases and that governments, particu-
larly the U.S. government, have demonstrated that they will 
not hold Israel accountable for its actions. 

Many have argued that the international grassroots Boy-
cott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS) Movement is the most 
HŀHFWLYH�PHDQV�WR�HQG�WKH�FRQłLFW��+RZHYHU��RSSRQHQWV�RI�
%'6��LQFOXGLQJ�PDQ\�+LOOHOV�DQG�RWKHU�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�
associated with campus life, often describe the movement as 
HQJDJLQJ�LQ�WKUHH�'òV��GHPRQL]DWLRQ��GHOHJLWLPL]DWLRQ��DQG�
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łLHU�DV�SURRI�WKDW�WKH�HYHQW�ZDV�WDNLQJ�SODFH��õ:KHQ�,�ZHQW�
ZLWK�D�łLHU��WKH�ODG\�VDLG�LW�KDG�WR�EH�SULQWHG�LQ�FRORU��QRW�
EODFN�DQG�ZKLWH�ö

Muslim students have also pointed to the website of 
810òV�,VUDHO�$OOLDQFH��ZKLFK�FRQWDLQV�LQłDPPDWRU\�,VODPR-
SKRELF�PDWHULDO�LQFOXGLQJ�D�YLGHR�SDURG\�RI�õ-LQJOH�%HOOVö�
WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�SRVWHG�RQ�&KULVWPDV�'D\�FDOOHG�õ-LKDG�
%HOOVö341  that portrays a mustached Santa Claus with a false 
Arabic accent riding a missile and singing, “Oh what fun 
ZLWK�D�NQLIH�RU�JXQ�$�&KULVWLDQ�JX\�WR�VOD\�ö�7KLV�SDURG\�ZDV�
LGHQWLŁHG�DV�EHLQJ�D�SURGXFW�RI�/DWPD�79��DQ�,VUDHOL�JURXS�
õFUHDWHG�WR�PRFN�ZKDW�WKH�PHPEHUV�YLHZ�DV�,VUDHOòV�OHIWLVW�
PHGLD�ö342

BDS CAMPAIGN AT UNM
Margaret Leicester, a Jewish graduate student who returned 
to pursue a degree in Educational Leadership after an extend-
ed period away from school, converted to Judaism and visited 
,VUDHO�LQ�������6KH�ZDV�HDJHU�WR�PDNH�DOL\DK��RU�LPPLJUDWH�WR�
Israel, and was able to do so in 1990. But the direction of her 
OLIH�WRRN�DQRWKHU�WXUQ�ZKHQ�VKH�PHW�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FLWL]HQ�RI�
,VUDHO��ZKRP�VKH�ODWHU�PDUULHG�DQG�PRYHG�ZLWK�EDFN�WR�WKH�
United States. She says the experience allowed her “to see 
D�VLGH�RI�,VUDHO�WKDW�PRVW�SHRSOH�GRQòW�VHH�ö�:KLOH�/HLFHV-
ter had a direct connection to Israel/Palestine for over two 
decades, she says that the turning point in her activism was 
,VUDHOòV�DWWDFN�RQ�*D]D�LQ�����ï������ZKLFK�õRXWUDJHGö�KHU��
Though she was involved in local Jewish groups, Leicester as 
a graduate student at UNM became one of the cofounders of 
WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�6LJQLŁFDQW�DFFXVDWLRQV�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ZHUH�
made in 2010 when the Coalition, following the example of 
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�GLYHVWPHQW�FDPSDLJQ�>VHH�
8&�%HUNHOH\�SURŁOH@��FDOOHG�IRU�VFKRRO�IXQGV�WR�EH�UHPRYHG�
IURP�õFRPSDQLHV�WKDW�SURŁWHG�IURP�,VUDHOòV�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�ODQG�ö�7KH�&RDOLWLRQ�FDPSDLJQ�UHTXHVWHG�WKDW�WKH�
XQLYHUVLW\�GLYHVW�IURP�FRPSDQLHV�LQYROYHG�LQ�õSURŁWLQJ�IURP�
LOOHJDO��GHVWUXFWLYH�DQG�LQKXPDQH�EHKDYLRUö�LQ�,VUDHO�3DO-
estine.343  The call for BDS states that “non-violent punitive 
measures should be maintained until Israel meets its obliga-
WLRQ�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�SHRSOHòV�LQDOLHQDEOH�ULJKW�WR�
self-determination and fully complies with the precepts of 
LQWHUQDWLRQDO�ODZ�ö344

1DGD�1RRU��D�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�IRU�WKH�&RDOLWLRQ��WROG�WKH�
student paper, the Daily Lobo, “Our aim is not to target Israel 
IRU�WKH�VDNH�RI�WDUJHWLQJ�,VUDHO�EXW�UDWKHU�WDUJHW�FRPSDQLHV�
HQJDJLQJ�LQ�DQG�SURŁWLQJ�IURP�LOOHJDO��GHVWUXFWLYH�DQG�
LQKXPDQH�EHKDYLRU�ö345 Members of the Coalition point to 
the parallels between Israeli policies and those of apartheid 
6RXWK�$IULFD��QRWLQJ�WKDW�%'6�SOD\HG�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�UROH�LQ�
overturning apartheid.346  They believe a divestment cam-
paign allows them to educate the student body about the 
Palestinian struggle. Such a campaign is considered espe-
FLDOO\�HŀHFWLYH�EHFDXVH�LW�EULQJV�WKH�FRQłLFW�FORVH�WR�KRPH�E\�
showing students that as members of the UNM community 
WKH\�DUH�VWDNHKROGHUV�LQ�D�XQLYHUVLW\�ZKLFK�KDV�LQYHVWPHQWV�
in companies it argues are engaged in human rights abuses. 

In January 2010, StandWithUs, a cross-campus Israel 
DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EDVHG�LQ�/RV�$QJHOHV��IRXQGHG�LQ�

2001 “in response to the second Intifada and the misunder-
VWDQGLQJV�DERXW�WKH�FKDOOHQJHV�WKDW�,VUDHO�IDFHVö�DQG�ZKLFK�
KDV�D�SUHVHQFH�DW�810��UHOHDVHG�D�FRPLF�ERRN��ZKLFK�RQ�WKH�
EDFN�FRYHU�UHSUHVHQWHG�%'6�DV�D�YHQRPRXV�VQDNH�DQG�VDLG�
WKDW�%'6�VWDQGV�IRU�õELJRWU\��GLYLVLYHQHVV�DQG�VODQGHU�ö347  
In October the Jewish Federations of North America and 
WKH�-HZLVK�&RXQFLO�IRU�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�ODXQFKHG�D����PLOOLRQ�
initiative to oppose BDS across the country, an initiative they 
FDOOHG�WKH�,VUDHO�$FWLRQ�1HWZRUN��$FFRUGLQJ�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�
Telegraphic Agency, the initiative is “charged with counter-
ing the growing campaign to isolate Israel as a rogue state 
DNLQ�WR�DSDUWKHLG�HUD�6RXWK�$IULFDðD�FDPSDLJQ�WKDW�WKH�
Israeli government and Jewish groups see as an existential 
WKUHDW�WR�WKH�-HZLVK�VWDWH�ö�348, 349

CAMPUS SPEAKERS SPARK CONTROVERSY
&RQłLFW�FRQWLQXHG�LQ�1RYHPEHU������ZKHQ�WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�
invited Ali Abunimah, a Palestinian-American author, co-
founder of the Electronic Intifada�DQG�DQ�RXWVSRNHQ�VXSSRUWHU�
RI�WKH�%'6�PRYHPHQW��WR�VSHDN�DW�DQ�HYHQW�WLWOHG�õ)URP�1HZ�
0H[LFR�WR�3DOHVWLQH��7KH�*OREDO�6WUXJJOH�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�
DQG�(TXDOLW\�ö�7KH�HYHQW�ZDV�FR�VSRQVRUHG�E\�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Studies and Peace Studies Departments at UNM as well as a 
number of student and community groups.350  In response to 
WKH�LQYLWDWLRQ��6DUD�.RSOLN��GLUHFWRU�RI�810�+LOOHO�DQG�6DP�
6RNRORYH��H[HFXWLYH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�-HZLVK�)HGHUDWLRQ�RI�1HZ�
Mexico, sent a letter to the directors of the American Studies 
and Peace Studies departments, Professors Alex Lubin and 
/HV�)LHOG��VWDWLQJ��

Abunimah is a representative of the Boycott, Di-
vestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement, a global 
movement intent on destroying Israel and her cred-
ibility in the world. It is an adjunct to what Hamas 
and Hezbollah are doing frontally, and according to 
the Anti-Defamation League, ‘BDS is about the three 
D’s: “Demonization, Delegitimization, and applying 
a Double Standard.’ This movement is disinterested in 
peace, the exchange of ideas or legitimate dialogue. 
Its tactics deny Israel’s cultural products; deny Israel’s 
emissaries the right to be heard; delegitimize the Jew-
ish historical ties to Israel; and portray Zionism not 
as an expression of peoplehood, but as an extension of 
European colonization.This is all anti-Semitism in its 
clearest, most noxious form.

.RSOLN�DOVR�VHQW�DQ�HPDLO�WR�+LOOHO�VWXGHQWV�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�
VKH�ZDV�RSSRVHG�WR�GHSDUWPHQWDO�VSRQVRUVKLS�RI�KLV�WDON��6KH�
ODWHU�GHIHQGHG�KHU�SRVLWLRQ�DV�

1) We are not opposed to Ali Abunimah speaking at the 
University of New Mexico.

2.) We are not opposed to any student group sponsor-
ing this talk.

3). We are opposed to departmental sponsorship of 
this talk, as we believe that Ali Abunimah calls for the 
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destruction of the State of Israel, and thus, it is not 
appropriate for a department in a public university to 
condone such language.”

Professor Les Field, the director of the Peace Studies 
department, has been teaching at UNM since 1994. He is the 
VRQ�RI�+RORFDXVW�VXUYLYRUV�DQG�ZDV�UDLVHG�LQ�D�õVWURQJ�=LRQLVW�
LGHRORJLFDO�KRPH�HQYLURQPHQW�ö�ZKLFK�KH�EHJDQ�TXHVWLRQ-
LQJ�LQ�WKH�����V�ZKHQ�KH�OHDUQHG�RI�,VUDHOòV�UROH�LQ�VXSSRUW-
LQJ�6RPR]DòV�GLFWDWRUVKLS�LQ�1LFDUDJXD��+H�H[SODLQV�EHLQJ�
VKRFNHG�DW�UHFHLYLQJ�WKH�OHWWHU�IURP�.RSOLN��ZKR�ZDV�KLV�
QHLJKERU�DQG�IULHQG��,QVWHDG�RI�EHLQJ�DSSURDFKHG�E\�.RSOLN�
LQ�SHUVRQ��)LHOG�QRWHV�WKDW�õ:H�MXVW�JHW�WKLV�OHWWHU�WKDW�VD\V�
you’re supporting antisemitism, and you shouldn’t do that, 
and the letter is copied to the dean and the provost of the uni-
YHUVLW\��&OHDUO\��LW�ZDV�OLNH�ñZHòUH�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�\RX�IRU�GRLQJ�
WKLV�òö�.RSOLN�KDG�DOVR�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�)LHOG�RQ�D�SROLWLFDO�SURMHFW�
RQ�HQYLURQPHQWDO�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�SDVW��õ1RW�RQO\�ZDV�VKH�P\�
QHLJKERU�DQG�P\�FROOHDJXH�ö�)LHOG�VD\V��õVKH�EHORQJV�WR�WKH�
same progressive Jewish synagogue; she gave my daughter a 
WDOOLV�>SUD\HU�VKDZO@�IRU�KHU�EDW�PLW]YDK��,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKLV�
LV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�P\�IULHQG�ö�

The encounter caused Professor Field to believe “that 
PDLQVWUHDP�=LRQLVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�û�WKLQN�WKLQJV�ZHUH�QRW�
going their way, and they need to react in the most extreme 
WHUPV�WR�WKH�SHRSOH�WKDW�WKH\�GLVDJUHH�ZLWK�ö�%HIRUH�WKH�
event, Field was not certain whether he agreed with Abun-
LPDK�RU�QRW��+RZHYHU��KH�IHOW�WKDW�LW�ZDV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WDON�WR�
him.

Professor Alex Lubin, who also received the letter from 
Hillel and the Jewish Federation, described the situation as 
IROORZV�

7KH�OHWWHU��ZKLFK�\RX�FDQ�ŁQG�RQ�$OL�$EXQLPDKòV�ZHE-
site, claimed that I was giving legitimacy to a speaker 
that the authors believed were antisemitic. Their claim 
was that Abunimah delegitimates Israel and therefore 
is antisemitic. I found the letter to be absurd. It not 
only defamed Abunimah and misrepresented his argu-
ments, but it also defamed me by claiming, in a veiled 
way, that I was antisemitic for sponsoring the event. 
The letter was intended to send a chilling message that 
any and all debate about Israel/Palestine would be 
monitored and made legitimate through two conserva-
tive Jewish organizations.

THE ROLE OF THE UNM ADMINISTRATION
7KH�SURYRVW�RI�810��6X]DQQH�2UWHJD��FDOOHG�IRU�D�PHHWLQJ�
with Professors Field and Lubin. She wanted them to clarify 
WKDW�WKH\�KDG�QRW�SURYLGHG�ŁQDQFLDO�VXSSRUW�IRU�WKH�HYHQW��
WKH\�FRQŁUPHG�WKDW�WKH\�KDG�QRW��7KLV�ZDV�XQXVXDO�DV�LW�
LV�FRPPRQ�IRU�XQLYHUVLW\�GHSDUWPHQWV�WR�VSRQVRU�WDONV�E\�
providing funding. According to Field, if the department had 
provided funding for the event they would have been accused 
of providing funding for an antisemite; the rhetorical impact 
of such an accusation would be far greater than being scolded 
for co-sponsorship. This contrasted with an event held ear-

OLHU�WKDW�\HDU�ZKHQ�*LO�+RŀPDQ��SROLWLFDO�FRUUHVSRQGHQW�IRU�
the Jerusalem Post and a reserve soldier in the Israel Defense 
)RUFHV�6SRNHVPDQòV�8QLW��ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�VSHDN�DW�810�351 
+RŀPDQ��ZKRVH�SROLWLFDO�UHSRUWLQJ�DQG�SRVLWLRQV�FORVHO\�UH-
łHFW�WKRVH�RI�WKH�1HWDQ\DKX�JRYHUQPHQW��ZDV�SDLG�WR�VSHDN�
and the event received partial funding from the university 
DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��7KH�810�2ŃFH�RI�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�3URJUDPV�
co-sponsored the event.

THE ROLE OF COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS
Because UNM is located in an urban setting, community 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�RIWHQ�FRQQHFWHG�WR�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�DQG�
other parts of the university. Field explains that the provost 
felt the need to respond to the letter from the Jewish Federa-
tion of New Mexico (JFNM) because the Federation ostensibly 
represents New Mexico’s Jewish community. However, in 
a letter to the editor of the Daily Lobo, Professors Lubin and 
)LHOG�ZURWH�WKDW�$EXQLPDKòV�WDON�ZDV�RUJDQL]HG�E\�LQGLYLGX-
DOV�DQG�JURXSV�IURP�$OEXTXHUTXHòV�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLWLHV�DV�
well as the larger community of peace activists.352

:KLOH�JURXSV�OLNH�WKH�-)10�GHSLFW�WKHPVHOYHV�DV�KROGLQJ�
a monopoly over Jewish public opinion, Margaret Leicester 
QRWHV�WKDW�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�LQ�$OEXTXHUTXH�GRHV�QRW�
have a singular voice on Israel. Leicester is a member of An-
RWKHU�-HZLVK�9RLFH�$OEXTXHUTXH��ZKLFK�VKH�VD\V�SURYLGHV�D�
-HZLVK�SHUVSHFWLYH�WKDW�LV�PDUNHGO\�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�WKH�-)10��
$QRWKHU�-HZLVK�9RLFH�$OEXTXHUTXH�LV�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�&RDOL-
tion to Stop $30 Billion to Israel, which includes another Jew-
LVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�EDVHG�LQ�6DQWD�)H��DV�ZHOO�DV�RWKHU�JURXSV��
7KHVH�JURXSV�KDYH�IUHTXHQWO\�LQWHUDFWHG�ZLWK�810�VWXGHQW�
JURXSV��IRU�H[DPSOH��$EXQLPDKòV�WDON�ZDV�VXSSRUWHG�DQG�FR�
sponsored by the Coalition to Stop $30 Billion to Israel.

RESPONSES TO ACCUSATIONS OF 
ANTISEMITISM
:KHQ�DVNHG�ZKDW�VKH�WKLQNV�RI�EHLQJ�ODEHOHG�DQ�DQWLVHPLWH��
Danya Musafa laughs. She had been called an antisemite and 
D�-HZ�KDWHU�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�$EXQLPDKòV�WDON�DQG�IHHOV�
that she is an easy target for criticism because she is Palestin-
ian. She points out that many members of the Coalition—
including its founder and nearly half of the active member-
ship—are Jewish-Americans. One former member is Israeli. 
This is consistent with the message of Peter Beinart’s essay 
in the New York Review of Books, in which he describes what 
KH�VHHV�DV�D�VKLIW�LQ�RSLQLRQV�RQ�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW�
among American Jewish youth. According to Beinart, a study 
RI�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�E\�5HSXEOLFDQ�SROOVWHU�)UDQN�/XQW]�IRXQG�
WKDW�WKH�VWXGHQWV�KHOG�õD�EHOLHI�LQ�RSHQ�GHEDWH��D�VNHSWLFLVP�
about military force, a commitment to human rights. And in 
WKHLU�LQQRFHQFH��WKH\�GLG�QRW�UHDOL]H�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�VXSSRVHG�
WR�VKHG�WKRVH�YDOXHV�ZKHQ�LW�FDPH�WR�,VUDHO�ö353

UNM’s Musafa stresses that she respects Judaism but 
UHMHFWV�=LRQLVP��6KH�YLVLWHG�WKH�+RORFDXVW�0XVHXP�LQ�
Israel last year and says she considers it tragic that the term 
õDQWLVHPLWHö�LV�DEXVHG��ZKLFK�VKH�EHOLHYHV�LV�VKDPHIXO�WR�WKH�
memory of those who died in the Holocaust, Jews who expe-
rienced antisemitism in its most deadly form.
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In response to claims that Abunimah and the BDS move-
PHQW�DUH�DQWLVHPLWLF��WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�ZURWH�

The Coalition for Peace and Justice in the Middle East 
and its many sponsors will unambiguously communi-
cate to every single person in the room that denouncing 
Israel’s inhumane policies is not a crime, nor is it anti-
Semitic. We will take this opportunity to educate and 
raise awareness on the UNM campus and in the larger 
Albuquerque community about the Israel-Palestine 
issue and the BDS campaign. Abunimah personally 
invites Jewish Federation and Hillel members to attend 
his talk on Sunday and “to ask me any questions they 
want. Join in the dialogue!”354

When the controversy over Abunimah erupted, Profes-
sor Field emailed Hillel students inviting them to hear him 
VSHDN��QRWLQJ�WKDW�SRVLWLRQV�VLPLODU�WR�$EXQLPDKòV�KDYH�EHHQ�
articulated by many people in Israel, including academics, 
activists, and politicians. Professor Field feels that his family 
history is distorted and exploited when Israeli policies are 
MXVWLŁHG�DQG�ZKHQ�FULWLFLVP�RI�WKHP�LV�ODEHOHG�DQWLVHPLWLF��
“I really resent that they pull [the Holocaust] out of the hat to 
GHIHQG�WKHVH�KRUUHQGRXV�SROLFLHV�ö�KH�VD\V�

Abunimah responded to the accusations against him by 
writing that the letter from Hillel and the JFNM used “all the 
usual defamatory silencing tactics to try to suppress debate 
and discussion about Israel’s apartheid and the alternatives 
WKDW�UHVSHFW�HYHU\RQH�ö355  Referring to Professor Field’s email 
WR�+LOOHO�VWXGHQWV��$EXQLPDK�ZURWH�

I wholly endorse Professor Field’s invitation. Last night 
at Stanford I stood for two hours and took unmoder-
ated questions from an audience including many 
strong supporters of Israel. Instead of scaremongering 
and making outrageous claims about me, why doesn’t 
Dr. Koplik urge Hillel students to attend my event? I 
will, as I did at Stanford, answer all their questions 
and concerns, and I am ready to stand for as long as it 
takes.356

Another picture that emerges from the events at UNM 
is the degree to which the opinion of Jewish students and 
IDFXOW\�DW�810�DQG�LQ�$OEXTXHUTXH�LV�QRW�PRQROLWKLF��7KH�
WZR�SURIHVVRUV�ZKR�VSRQVRUHG�$EXQLPDKòV�WDON�DUH�-HZLVK��
DV�ZHOO�DV�ZHUH�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�QXPEHU�RI�WKRVH�LQYROYHG�LQ�
RUJDQL]LQJ�WKH�HYHQW�
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON D�XQLTXH�LQWHQVLW\�WR�KDWH�SROLWLFV�URRWHG�LQ�D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�
RI�UDFLVP�DQG�DQWLVHPLWLVP��õ,I�\RX�ORRN�DW�KDWH�LQ�2UHJRQ��
LW�DOZD\V�FRPHV�EDFN�WR�DQWLVHPLWLVP�ö�QRWHV�*UHJ�5LNKRŀ��
'LUHFWRU�RI�3XEOLF�DQG�*RYHUQPHQW�$ŀDLUV�DW�WKH�82��õHYHQ�
in the post-911 environment, it frames Islamophobia [with]
LQ�ODUJHU�-HZLVK�FRQVSLUDFLHV�ö358  In order to understand the 
SROLWLFV�RI�KDWH�RQ�WKH�82�FDPSXV��RQH�PXVW�ORRN�KLVWRULFDOO\�
at the state of Oregon as a whole. 

Oregon was originally a White separatist state. Sundown 
/DZVðFXUIHZV�WKDW�DSSOLHG�WR�$IULFDQ�$PHULFDQVð9DJUDQF\�
Laws and Exclusions Laws were written into the original 
Oregon constitution and into the charters of local towns and 
cities.359  In Eugene, prospective buyers could not purchase 
property without signing an agreement stating the buyer 
could not later sell the property to an African-American, 
D�ODZ�ZKLFK�LV�VWLOO�RQ�WKH�ERRNV��WKRXJK�RYHUZULWWHQ�E\�
other laws, state and federal.360  The intensity of antisemitic 
VHQWLPHQW�FDQ�EH�WUDFHG�EDFN�WR�WKH�VHFRQG�ZDYH�RI�WKH�.X�
.OX[�.ODQ�PRYHPHQW�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WKDW�UDJHG�LQ�WKH�
����V�DQG�HDUO\�����V��7KLV�VHFRQG�ZDYH�RI�.ODQ�DFWLYLW\�ZDV�
focused primarily on anti-immigrant, anti-Jewish, and anti-
Catholic sentiment, and expanded well beyond the south. 
7KH�.ODQ�ZDV�D�PDMRU�SROLWLFDO�IRUFH�LQ�WKH�����V��ZLWK�RYHU�
IRXU�PLOOLRQ�PHPEHUV�DW�LWV�SHDN�DQG�D�PDMRU�VZLQJ�SDUW\�LQ�
national elections.361  Despite having relatively few Jews or 
&DWKROLFV�LQ�WKH�VWDWH��2UHJRQ�ZDV�D�KRWEHG�RI�.ODQ�DFWLY-
ity, feeding on “already nurtured suspicion and tendencies 
WR�YLJLODQWH�DFWLRQö�LQ�WKH�VWDWH�362  By 1924 Oregon had the 
KLJKHVW�SHU�FDSLWD�...�PHPEHUVKLS�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�363  De-
VSLWH�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�WKH�...�PRYHPHQW�ZDV�HŀHFWLYHO\�RYHU�E\�
the 1940s, racist practices in Oregon continue to this day. As 
UHFHQWO\�DV������WKHUH�ZHUH�.ODQ�WDJJLQJV�LQ�(XJHQH�364 

What about the notion that Oregon, and Eugene in 
particular, are relatively liberal places to live? Nate Silver, 
statistician and elections analyst, has stated that liberals in 
Oregon are among the most liberal in the country, whereas 
conservatives in Oregon are among the most conservative in 
the country.365��7UDQVODWLRQ��2UHJRQ�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�PRVW�SR-
ODUL]HG�VWDWH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�SROLWLFDOO\ðD�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�RQ�WKH�
Far Left and a lot of people on the Far Right. An urban-rural 
divide certainly exists, but there are some solidly conser-
vative urban and suburban areas all along the Interstate 5 
corridor and along the coast. Due to its segregationist past, 
Oregon remains a relatively homogenous state. 

7KH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2UHJRQ�LV�NQRZQ�IRU�EHLQJ�D�PHGLXP�
VL]HG�VWDWH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZLWK�D�UHODWLYHO\�GLYHUVH�DQG�OLEHUDO�
student body. The 2010 incoming freshman class was the 
largest and most diverse in school history, with big increases 
LQ�WKH�QXPEHU�RI�VHOI�LGHQWLŁHG�+LVSDQLF�DQG�$IULFDQ�$PHU-
ican students.366��7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�ZDV�UDQNHG���WK�QDWLRQDOO\�
in graduation rates for minority students.367  With a total 
student enrollment of over 23,000 at the UO in an urban area 
of over 300,000, Eugene has a classic university town feel 
with a lively nightlife, active alternative culture, and large 
youth population. 

Students of the Islamic faith are well represented on 
campus, and there are popular UO study abroad programs 
WR�2PDQ��8QLWHG�$UDE�(PLUDWHV��-RUGDQ��DQG�7XUNH\��7KH�
Muslim Student Association has over 700 active students 
RQ�FDPSXV�����WR����SHUFHQW�RI�ZKLFK�DUH�XQGHUJUDGXDWHV��

at a glance 
Name ....................... University of Oregon 

Location ................... Eugene, Oregon

Student body .............. Undergraduate 19,534

Gender ..................... 49% male, 51% female

6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as students of color ...... 16%

International .............. 7%

 
J. D.  s t e i n M e t z

CONFRONTING THE STORM: THE POLITICS OF 
HATE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON
After a long day of grading student papers, a graduate 
VWXGHQW�IURP�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2UHJRQ�QDPHG�õ'DYLGö�PHW�
D�IULHQG�DW�D�ORFDO�EDU�MXVW�Rŀ�RI�FDPSXV�357  The bar was 
popular with students and busy on this particular Friday 
QLJKW��'DYLG�UHFRJQL]HG�RQH�RI�WKH�EDUWHQGHUV�ZKLOH�ZDLWLQJ�
LQ�OLQH�DQG�VDLG�KHOOR��õ+H\�,�NQRZ�\RX�ö�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�VDLG��
OHDQLQJ�DJDLQVW�WKH�ZDOO��'DYLG�UHDOL]HG�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�ZDV�
TXLWH�GUXQN��õ+H\�GRQòW�ZRUU\��,òP�QRW�ZRUNLQJ�WRQLJKW�ö�
he slurred with a smile. “Well that’s a good thing for a lot of 
UHDVRQV�ö�'DYLG�VDLG��$IWHU�D�EULHI�SDXVH�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�EHJDQ�
WR�ODXJK��ORRNLQJ�DW�'DYLG��õ,�NQRZ�ZKR�\RX�DUHð\RXòUH�
-HZLVK�ö�KH�VDLG��'DYLG�VPLOHG��õ2K�\HDK��KRZ�GR�\RX�NQRZ�
WKDW"ö�õ%HFDXVH�,�ZRUN�KHUH�ö�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�VDLG��õDQG�,�VHH�
\RXU�ODVW�QDPH�RQ�WKH�FUHGLW�FDUG�ö�

$W�WKLV�SRLQW��LW�ZDV�RQO\�D�OLWWOH�FXULRXV�WR�EH�LGHQWLŁHG�
ethnically by one’s last name in such a setting, and David 
WKRXJKW�OLWWOH�RI�LW��EXW�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�TXLFNO\�EHFDPH�XQFRP-
IRUWDEOH��õ<RX�ZDQQD�KHDU�D�MRNH"ö�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�DVNHG��OHDQ-
LQJ�LQWR�'DYLG��õ,òP�QRW�TXLWH�VXUH�ö�'DYLG�VDLG�ZLWK�D�ODXJK��
õ:KDWòV�WKH�GLŀHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�/DQFH�$UPVWURQJ�DQG�$GROI�
+LWOHU"ö�'DYLG�SDXVHG��ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�DQG�WU\LQJ�WR�
PDNH�VHQVH�RI�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ��õ/DQFH�$UPVWURQJ�NQRZV�KRZ�WR�
ŁQLVK�D�UDFH�ö

Such encounters perhaps happen every day in America, 
HQGLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�RQH�GLGðZLWKRXW�FRQIURQWDWLRQ��DQJHU�RU�
any public grievance. David related this story to friends and 
VRPH�TXHVWLRQHG�ZKHWKHU�WKH�EDUWHQGHU�ZDV�DQWLVHPLWLF�DW�
DOO��+H�ZDV�YHU\�GUXQN��0D\EH�KH�WKRXJKW�WKHUHòV�QRWKLQJ�
ZURQJ�ZLWK�-HZLVK�MRNHV��RU�WKDW�E\�WHOOLQJ�RQH��KH�ZDV�LGHQWL-
fying himself with his Jewish listener—“Hey, I’m down with 
WKH�-HZLVK�WKLQJ��DQG�,�FDQ�PDNH�-HZLVK�MRNHV�WR�SURYH�LW�ö�

6R�ZKDW�PDNHV�WKLV�VWRU\�LQWHUHVWLQJ��RU�IRU�WKDW�PDW-
WHU��PDNHV�LW�XQLTXH�WR�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�2UHJRQ��82�"�7KLV�
story illustrates subtle indicators that exist on the surface in 
Eugene and in much of the state, a sentiment that is at once 
casual and threatening. Below that surface, however, exists 
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and a growing budget.368  The Muslim Student Association 
(MSA) promotes interfaith dialog on campus and in the 
community by sponsoring roundtables that bring together 
Jewish, Muslim, and Christian scholars, activists, and clergy. 
,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�KROGLQJ�SUD\HU�JURXSV�DQG�.RUDQ�UHDGLQJV��
the MSA focuses on education for non-Muslim students as 
well, promoting awareness of Islam and unity in peace. “It’s 
GLŃFXOW�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ö�VD\V�.DPDO�$UDUVR��D�
senior in political science who is from Ethiopia, “when we 
VLPSO\�GRQòW�NQRZ�HDFK�RWKHU��VR�06$�LV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
WKDW�EULGJHV�WKH�GLYLGH��,WòV�RXU�GXW\�WR�UHDFK�RXW�WR�RWKHUV�ö�
:KHQ�DVNHG�LI�KH�SHUVRQDOO\�HYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�,VODPRSKRELD�
in Eugene or situations revolving around his faith that made 
KLP�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��õ'HŁQLWHO\�QR�ö�KH�UHVSRQGHG��õ(XJHQH�
and the UO have been great—opening and friendly—and I’m 
a socially conscious person. If there were such a situation, I 
ZRXOG�KDYH�UHPHPEHUHG�ö369

But the university has not been without its problems, and 
WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�FRQWURYHUV\�LV�SHUKDSV�WKH�EHVW�HYLGHQFH�
of that. Orval Etter, former UO professor of planning, public 
SROLF\��DQG�PDQDJHPHQW��VWDUWHG�WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�LQ������
to provide a platform for various points of view on war, 
peace, U.S. politics, and history. Etter, a complicated man, 
KDV�EHHQ�DQ�DFWLYH�FRQVFLHQWLRXV�REMHFWRU�DQG�ZDU�SURWHVWRU�
for every American military engagement since World War II. 
+LV�SDFLŁVW�EHOLHIV�KDYH�EHHQ�HPEUDFHG�E\�4XDNHUV��DQG�DV�
a musician he is well regarded for his dedication to the arts 
in and around Eugene.370  This brief outline, however, only 
WRXFKHV�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH��OLNH�D�EDG�-HZLVK�MRNH�DW�D�EDU��7KH�
3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�KDV�VWRNHG�FRQWURYHUV\�E\�LQYLWLQJ�D�QXPEHU�
RI�QHRQD]LV��+RORFDXVW�GHQLHUV��DQG�UDGLFDO�ULJKW�ZLQJ�VSHDN-
HUV�WR�WDONV�RQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�FDPSXV��2QH�VSHDNHU�ZDV�QRWHG�
Holocaust denier David Irving, as well as the virulent anti-
VHPLWH�DQG�:KLWH�VHSDUDWLVW�9DOGDV�$QHODXVNDV��,Q�'HFHPEHU�
������WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�LQYLWHG�QHRQD]L�-LPP\�0DUU�WR�JLYH�
D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WLWOHG�õ1DWLRQDO�6RFLDOLVW�0RYHPHQW��$Q�,Q-
VLGHUòV�9LHZ�RI�$PHULFDòV�5DGLFDO�5LJKW�ö�GXULQJ�ZKLFK�0DUU�
encouraged the audience to participate in a Sieg Heil salute. 

6WXGHQWV�ZHUH�QDWXUDOO\�RXWUDJHG��7KH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�
HYHQWV�JDOYDQL]HG�WKH�VWXGHQW�ERG\�DQG�OHG�WR�SURWHVWV��ł\-
HUV��)DFHERRN�JURXSV��DQG�D�KXJH�WXUQRXW�RI�SURWHVWRUV�WR�
WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�HYHQWV��7KH�82�+LOOHO�DQG�RWKHU�VWXGHQW�
JURXSV�FDOOHG�RQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�WR�SXW�D�VWRS�WR�WKH�3DFLŁFD�
)RUXP�WDONV��7KHUH�ZDV�SDOSDEOH�WHQVLRQ�EHWZHHQ�VWXGHQWV�
and administration that reached a fever pitch in the winter of 
����ï���ZKHQ�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�VSHDNHUV�DQG�VWXGHQW�SURWHV-
tors engaged in some powerful confrontations. Students 
FKDUJHG�WKH�VSHDNHUV�ZLWK�KDWH�VSHHFK��YHUEDO�LQWLPLGDWLRQ��
VH[XDO�KDUDVVPHQW��RQH�VSHDNHU�WKUHDWHQHG�D�IHPDOH�VWXGHQW�
with rape), and incitement to violence. Student groups were 
RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�LQ�IDYRU�RI�EDQQLQJ�WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�EXW�
the opinions of individual students were mixed. Some felt 
WKDW�WKH�SURWHVWV�VLPSO\�UDLVHG�WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXPòV�SURŁOH��
The UO administration by and large upheld the group’s free 
VSHHFK�ULJKWV��GHVSLWH�LQWHUQDO�FRQłLFW�RYHU�WKH�LVVXH�DQG�
VRPH�YHU\�GLŃFXOW�PHHWLQJV��7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�VWUXJJOHG�ZLWK�
ZKDW�WR�GR�DERXW�WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP��PXFK�OLNH�VWXGHQWV�GLG��
One aspect that complicates the issue is that Oregon has the 
strongest free speech laws in the nation, laws that carve out 
protections for what other states regard as hate speech.371  

7KH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�LV�DZDUH�RI�WKLV�XQLTXH�SRVLWLRQ�2UHJRQ�
has with regards to free speech, and uses it to its advan-
tage. 

&KDUOHV�0DUWLQH]��WKH�IRUPHU�YLFH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�HTXLW\�
and diversity at the university, attended every meeting and 
DFWHG�DV�D�VSRNHVSHUVRQ�IRU�WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQòV�VWDQFH�RQ�
the controversy. “Was there hate speech at the university? 
<HV��RI�FRXUVH��:DV�WKHUH�LQWLPLGDWLRQ"�'HŁQLWHO\��7KHUH�ZDV�
DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�LQ�ZKLFK�VWXGHQWV�ZHUH�WKUHDWHQHG�ö�%XW�WKH�
LVVXH��IRU�0DUWLQH]�DQG�WKH�82�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�DV�D�ZKROH��LV�
D�GLŃFXOW�RQH��õ7KHUH�LV�D�QHHG�WR�EDODQFH�WKH�REYLRXV�SUHV-
ence of hate speech with what should be done about it. [The 
university] has an obligation to respond when students feel 
WKUHDWHQHG��EXW�QRW�QHFHVVDULO\�WR�FHQVRU�ö�7KH�XQLYHUVLW\�
GLG�UHVSRQG��WKH\�PRYHG�WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�WDONV�RXW�RI�D�82�
FODVVURRP��õ,W�ORRNHG�OLNH�D�SURIHVVRU�JLYLQJ�D�WDON��DQG�ZH�
FDQQRW�JLYH�JURXSV�WKH�YRLFH�RI�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\ö���WR�WKH�(5%�
0HPRULDO�8QLRQ�EXLOGLQJ��DQG�ŁQDOO\�WR�D�ORFDWLRQ�IDU�IURP�
the center of campus.372��%XW�WKH�WDONV�KDYH�UHPDLQHG��WKH�
3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�FRQWLQXHV�WR�EH�DFWLYH�RQ�FDPSXV��DQG�PDQ\�
students continue to feel threatened. If anything, the con-
troversy has shown that a community response to hate is not 
straightforward, and inter-community dialog is necessary in 
RUGHU�WR�PRELOL]H�D�PHDQLQJIXO�UHVSRQVH�

$V�D�SURIHVVRU�RQ�FDPSXV��0DUWLQH]�RIWHQ�EULQJV�XS�WKH�
-HQD���FRQWURYHUV\�LQ�FODVV��ZKHQ�VL[�%ODFN�VWXGHQWV�DW�D�KLJK�
school in Louisiana were arrested for beating up a White stu-
dent in response to racial intimidation. At the center of the 
controversy was a tree outside the high school, from which 
QRRVHV�ZHUH�KXQJ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�LQWLPLGDWH�EODFN�VWXGHQWV��
:KDW�LV�VR�LPSRUWDQW�DERXW�WKH�WUHH�IRU�0DUWLQH]�LV�WKDW�WKH�
school later cut it down. “I show my students a before picture 
RI�WKH�WUHH�DQG�DQ�DIWHU�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�VWXPS�ö�VD\V�0DUWLQH]��
“because cutting down that tree is a metaphor for erasing 
D�SUREOHP�ZLWKRXW�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�LW��7KH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�LV�
OLNH�WKDW�WUHHðLWòV�D�YHQXH�IRU�KDWH��:H�DUH�FRQIURQWHG�ZLWK�
hatred and we don’t face it directly, we want to step around 
LW�DQG�FRYHU�LW�XS�ö�)RU�0DUWLQH]��WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DV�D�SXEOLF�
HQWLW\�VKRXOG�QRW�HVWDEOLVK�D�õFRQWHQW�WHVW�ö�VLQFH�SURWHFWLRQV�
of the First Amendment simply don’t allow it, but the com-
munity can. “This is a challenge to the community’s identity, 
DQG�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�QHHGV�WR�UHVSRQG�ö373

)RU�0DUWLQH]�DQG�PDQ\�RWKHUV�LQYROYHG��WKH�3DFLŁFD�
)RUXP�FRQWURYHUV\�KDV�EHHQ�D�PL[HG�EOHVVLQJ��õ/RRNLQJ�
EDFN��,�IHHO�LQGLJQDQW�DERXW�LW��,òP�KDSS\�ZLWK�WKH�RXWFRPH��
WKH�VWUXJJOHV��WKH�ZD\�DQWL�KDWH�VHQWLPHQW�ZDV�JDOYDQL]HG�
RQ�FDPSXV��WKH�ZD\�VWXGHQWV�VWRRG�XS�DQG�VSRNH�IRU�WKHLU�
FRPPXQLW\��%XW�ZDWFK�WKHVH�KDWHIXO�VSHDNHUV�DQG�WKLQN��ñGR�
I really want our students to sit through this? Is it worth the 
WUDXPD"òö�+H�LV�DOVR�GHHSO\�FRQFHUQHG�IRU�WKH�IXWXUH��VWDWLQJ��
“These instances of hate are growing. I honestly feel that we 
DUH�PRUH�YXOQHUDEOH�WKDQ�EHIRUH�ö�374

Where does this increasing vulnerability come from? 
*UHJ�5LNKRŀ�KDV�SRLQWHG�RXW�WKH�FRPSOH[�QDWXUH�RI�KDWH�SROL-
WLFV�LQ�2UHJRQ��D�YLHZ�UHLWHUDWHG�E\�DXWKRU�DQG�VFKRODU�0DUN�
Harris, an expert on hate politics in Oregon. It is a misnomer 
to call it simply Far-Right hate politics. Historical tenden-
cies toward anti-government, anti-establishment sentiment 
complicate certain disctinctions between the Far Left and Far 
Right, and active bigots in Oregon, moreover, are prominent 
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LQ�XUEDQ�DUHDV��ZLWK�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�\RXWK�SRSXODWLRQ��8QOLNH�
the rural right-wing militias of northern Idaho, for example, 
2UHJRQòV�FRPPXQLW\�RI�H[WUHPH�KDWH�EXLOGV�RQ�GLVDŀHFWHG�
XUEDQ�\RXWK�DQG�WKH�SULVRQ�SRSXODWLRQ��7KH�9RONVIURQW�LV�DQ�
active prison program that recruits inmates into the politics 
RI�QHRQD]LVP�375��7KH�PDQLSXODWRUV�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�VSHDN�
DW�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�HYHQWV��7KHVH�PDQLSXODWRUV�SUH\�RQ�WKH�
young and those living on the margins, hoping they buy into 
WKH�P\WKV�RI�QD]LVP�RU�WKH�...�VR�WKH\�FDQ�EH�OR\DO�IRRW�VRO-
diers. While students on campus battle one front of bigotry, 
others are challenged by religious groups, community activ-
LVWV��DQG�QRQ�SURŁW�ZDWFK�JURXSV��EXW�WKH�KDWH�UHPDLQV��DQG�
in some corners, it’s growing.

The complete picture on how Oregon hates remains a 
P\VWHU\��0DUWLQH]�DWWULEXWHV�VRPH�RI�WKLV�WR�ZKDW�KH�FDOOV�

LQVXODULW\�LQ�2UHJRQòV�SROLWLFDO�JURXSV��7KHUH�LV�D�GLVWLQFW�ODFN�
RI�DZDUHQHVV�RI�2UHJRQòV�SROLWLFDO�PDNHXS��)DU�5LJKW�EDOORW�
measures can become very tight electoral decisions, despite 
the perspective of the average liberal voter in Portland or Eu-
JHQH��ZKR�PD\�WKLQN�VXFK�PHDVXUHV�ZLOO�EH�HDVLO\�GHIHDWHG�LQ�
a landslide. Nationally and locally, many underestimate the 
strength of the Far Right in Oregon. One solution to combat-
ing hate is awareness and education. It is crucial for Orego-
nians and UO students to be aware of the depth and com-
plexity of hate in their local communities and on campus. 
6KLQLQJ�D�OLJKW�RQ�DFWV�RI�KDWH�PD\�EH�GLŃFXOW�WR�HQGXUH��EXW�
the alternative is living with hate that lies below the surface, 
DW�RQFH�TXLHW�DQG�WKUHDWHQLQJ�
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WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY Middle East, it is also a very diverse one. For example, most 
Arabs in the Metro Detroit area are Christian, not Muslim. 
0DQ\�RI�WKHP�KDLO�IURP�/HEDQRQ��0DURQLWHV��DQG�,UDT��&KDO-
deans). Among the Muslim Arab population, every part of 
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�LV�ZHOO�UHSUHVHQWHG��/HEDQHVH�0XVOLPV��ERWK�
6XQQL�DQG�6KLòL��VKDUH�WKH�UHJLRQ�ZLWK�0XVOLPV�IURP�,UDT��
6\ULD��-RUGDQ��<HPHQ�DQG�(J\SW��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
Muslims along with some from the Gulf States. 

7KH�PDMRULW\�RI�'HWURLW�DUHD�0XVOLPV�GR�QRW�WUDFH�WKHLU�
heritage to the Arab world. There is a large representation 
IURP�WKH�,QGLDQ�VXEFRQWLQHQW��3DNLVWDQ��,QGLD��%DQJOD-
GHVK�DQG�6UL�/DQND��DV�ZHOO�DV�IURP�7XUNH\�DQG�,UDQ�DQG��
in smaller numbers, from Southeast Asia, North and West 
Africa, and Somalia. In addition, the Detroit-area Muslim 
population includes a considerable community of Muslims 
IURP�WKH�%DONDQV��%RVQLD�+HU]HJRYLQD��$OEDQLD��DQG�.RVRYR��
)LQDOO\��DQ�RIWHQ�RYHUORRNHG�VHJPHQW�RI�WKH�0XVOLP�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�FRQVWLWXWHV�RQH�RI�LWV�ODUJHVW�DQG�PRVW�VXVWDLQHG�JURXSV��
African-American Muslims.

The Jewish population in the Metro Detroit area numbers 
approximately 100,000. Dispersed throughout the region, 
most community members reside in Detroit’s many suburbs, 
HVSHFLDOO\�6RXWKŁHOG��2DN�3DUN��DQG�WKH�DńXHQW�QRUWKHUQ�
VXEXUEV�RI�:HVW�%ORRPŁHOG�DQG�%ORRPŁHOG�+LOOV��%\�FRQ-
trast, the Muslim population is estimated to be between 
��������DQG����������,W�LV�D�IDU�PRUH�GLYHUVH�DQG�GLŀXVH�
population with immigrant and indigenous Muslim popula-
tions, the former spread out across Detroit’s suburbs as well 
as located in Dearborn and the Detroit enclave of Ham-
WUDPFN��DQG�WKH�ODWWHU�ODUJHO\�ORFDWHG�ZLWKLQ�FLW\�OLPLWV�

FACTORS INHIBITING HIGHER ENROLLMENT 
OF JEWISH AND ARAB STUDENTS
Wayne State’s challenge regarding the cultivation of an 
amicable atmosphere for Jewish and Arab students has less 
to do with ideological passions on campus than it does with 
competition from other institutions. Were costs and creden-
tials not issues, most parents would rather their children 
attend the University of Michigan (UM). Ann Arbor is the 
site of a world-class institution, and its Dearborn campus 
has considerable appeal, especially for prospective Arab and 
Muslim students from Dearborn itself.

:D\QH�6WDWH�KDV�LWV�VSHFLDO�EHQHŁWV��$W�WKH�XQGHUJUDGX-
ate level, National Merit Scholars have their full tuition 
expenses, room and board, a laptop computer, fees, and 
study abroad programs covered. Students from both ethno-
religious communities matriculate into Wayne’s graduate 
and professional schools, especially its medicine, engineer-
ing, law, and allied health programs. 

MIDDLE EAST STUDIES AT WAYNE STATE: 
RECEPTIVITY TO THE CURRICULUM
The reception to Wayne State’s undergraduate courses in 
Middle East, Islamic, and Jewish studies provides helpful 
insights to student attitudes toward these topics—and to 
the university’s perception of their importance. Given the 
LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�QDWXUH�RI�WKHVH�VXEMHFWV��FRXUVH�RŀHULQJV�
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6HOI�LGHQWLŁFDWLRQ� 
as students of color ...... 41%

International .............. 70 foreign countries represented
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'RHV�D�ODUJH�XQLYHUVLW\�ORFDWHG�LQ�D�PDMRU�$PHULFDQ�FLW\�
with a large Arab/Muslim population have a climate of 
intolerance within its student body? Do events happening 
KDOI�D�ZRUOG�DZD\�DŀHFW�WKH�UHODWLRQVKLSV�EHWZHHQ�VWXGHQWV�
RI�GLŀHUHQW�HWKQLF��UHOLJLRXV��DQG�FXOWXUDO�SHUVXDVLRQV"�'R�
VXFK�HYHQWV�WKHQ�PDQLIHVW�WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�FDPSXV�E\�PDNLQJ�
Islamophobia and antisemitism part of the ideological and 
rhetorical culture of student life? 

Wayne State University is an institution with a large Arab 
DQG�0XVOLP�SRSXODWLRQ�DV�ZHOO�DV�DQ�LGHQWLŁDEO\�YLVLEOH�
-HZLVK�VWXGHQW�ERG\�LQ�'HWURLW��0LFKLJDQ��)RXQGHG�LQ�������
:D\QH�6WDWH�8QLYHUVLW\�KDV�DOPRVW��������VWXGHQWV��PDN-
ing it the third largest university in Michigan after Michigan 
State University in East Lansing and the University of Michi-
gan (main campus) in Ann Arbor. 90 percent of Wayne State 
students are from Michigan, with most of the remaining 
students from neighboring Ohio and Indiana. International 
VWXGHQWV�HQUROO�SULPDULO\�IURP�&DQDGD��MXVW�DFURVV�WKH�'HWURLW�
River, with a small but visible contingent from overseas, 
mostly from India and China. 

Among the undergraduate students almost two-thirds are 
IXOO�WLPH�DWWHQGHHV��ZKLOH�MXVW�XQGHU����SHUFHQW�RI�WKH�JUDGX-
ate students are full time. Until recently, Wayne State was 
SULPDULO\�D�FRPPXWHU�FDPSXV��EXW�DPELWLRXV�SURMHFWV�RYHU�
the past decade have gradually moved the university toward 
a residential college environment. The university, located 
in the heart of Detroit’s cultural district with its science and 
art museums and the Charles H. Wright Museum of African-
American History, has created an oasis of urban renewal in 
WKH�PLGGOH�RI�RQH�RI�$PHULFDòV�PRVW�FKDOOHQJHG�PDMRU�FLWLHV��
:D\QH�6WDWH�ŁHOGV�D�ŁUVW�WLHU�ODZ�VFKRRO�DQG�WKH�QDWLRQòV�
largest single-campus medical school, enrolling over 1,000 
students.

The Muslim community in the Metro Detroit area is 
not synonymous with the Arab community, nor does the 
FRQYHUVH�UHDGLO\�DSSO\��'HWURLW��PRUH�VSHFLŁFDOO\�'HDUERUQ��
LV�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�HSLFHQWHU�RI�$UDE�$PHULFDQ�OLIH��D�SRSXOD-
WLRQ�WKDW�KDV�D�ŁYH�JHQHUDWLRQV�ROG�SUHVHQFH�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ��
Although it is the largest Arab community outside the 
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are invariably dispersed throughout several departments on 
FDPSXV��EXW�DUH�FURVV�OLVWHG��3ULRU�WR�������:D\QH�6WDWH�KDG�
a Department of Near Eastern and Asian Studies. Though 
initially focused on Arabic language, the department added 
courses on Arab cultural studies in response to student de-
mand, and over time these courses were cross-listed with the 
History Department. In time, and to accommodate student 
LQWHUHVWV��WKH�GHSDUWPHQW�EHJDQ�WR�RŀHU�FRXUVHV�LQ�+HEUHZ�
ODQJXDJH�DQG�,VUDHOL�ŁOP�DQG�FXOWXUH��5HVSRQGLQJ�WR�EXGJHW�
FRQVWUDLQWV��WKHVH�RŀHULQJ�ZHUH�HYHQWXDOO\�PHUJHG�ZLWK�WKH�
Department of Classical and Modern Languages, Literatures 
and Cultures. The History Department has courses which 
focus on Jewish life in Europe, such as the Holocaust and 
Modern Europe, while Political Science has a course on the 
$UDE�,VUDHOL�FRQłLFW�

Since September 11, 2001, interest in the Middle East 
and Islamic studies has risen dramatically. Driven by a sense 
of curiosity and students’ motivation to understand the 
UHJLRQ�EHWWHU��DV�ZHOO�WKH�SURVSHFW�RI�OHYHUDJLQJ�VXFK�NQRZO-
HGJH�LQWR�QHZO\�GHYHORSLQJ�MRE�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�
the public sector, Arabic has seen exponential growth and is 
the most popular language course at Wayne State. Over the 
past seven years, for example, enrollment in Arabic classes 
has tripled, causing the department to expand beyond core 
courses to such electives as Media Arabic and Business Ara-
bic. Similarly, courses on Islamic and Middle East History, 
,VODPLF�/DZ��,VODP�	�0RGHUQLW\�DV�ZHOO�DV�3ROLWLFDO�,VODPLF�
Thought reach capacity very early in the course registration 
SHULRG��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��KRZHYHUðSHUKDSV�GXH�WR�WKH�ODFN�
of occupational and/or popular cultural interest for them—
enrollment in courses on Hebrew and Israeli cultural studies 
KDV�UHPDLQHG�VWDWLF�RU�GHFUHDVHG��:KLOH�ŁUVW�VHPHVWHU�$UDELF�
PD\�KDYH�WR�RŀHU�XS�WR�IRXU�VHFWLRQV�D�WHUP�ZLWK����VWXGHQWV�
each to meet demand, the corresponding class in Hebrew is 
W\SLFDOO\�D�VLQJOH�VHFWLRQ�ZLWK�IHZHU�WKDQ�D�GR]HQ�VWXGHQWV��
Arabic is taught by three professors, four lecturers, and a few 
teaching assistants but there is only one instructor respon-
sible for teaching Hebrew and that person also covers Israeli 
ŁOP�DQG�FXOWXUDO�VWXGLHV�FRXUVHV�

The overwhelming interest in Arabic and Middle East/
,VODPLF�VWXGLHV�DQG�WKH�ODFN�RI�DWWUDFWLRQ�WR�+HEUHZ�VWXG-
LHV�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�IXQFWLRQ�RI�PDUNHW�IRUFHV�UDWKHU�WKDQ�DQ\�
LGHRORJLFDO�ELDVHV�DQG�SUHMXGLFHV�WRZDUG�D�SDUWLFXODU�JURXS��
In the current social and political climate, being able to 
XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�UHDG�$UDELF�LV�D�PXFK�GHVLUHG�VNLOO��HVSH-
cially in certain government occupations. Similarly, cultural, 
political, and historical literacy about the region and Islam 
LQ�JHQHUDO�DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�SURPRWH�WKHPVHOYHV�HŀHFWLYHO\�
LQ�UHOHYDQW�MRE�VHFWRUV��$V�D�UHVXOW��:D\QH�6WDWHòV�$UDELF�SUR-
gram has made the university a destination for high school 
graduates and prospective graduate students interested in 
SXUVXLQJ�LW�DV�D�ŁHOG�RI�VWXG\��:KLOH�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�DGPLQLV-
tration has certainly welcomed the enrollment numbers, the 
increased tuition revenue, and the visibility the curriculum 
EULQJV�WR�:D\QH�6WDWH��WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�HŀRUWV�
to bolster a similar response to Hebrew and Israeli studies. 
Some in the administration worry that the Jewish commu-
nity, long-time and generous patrons and benefactors of the 
university, have become wary of funding the campus while 
perceiving a less than comfortable environment for their own 

children or other members of their community. With public 
funding being a tenuous source in light of recent economic 
FKDOOHQJHV��LW�LV�XQGHUVWDQGDEOH�WKDW�XQLYHUVLW\�RŃFLDOV�
would be concerned that existing private sources of support 
PLJKW�EH�MHRSDUGL]HG��5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�
IXQGLQJ�PRUH�SURIHVVRUVKLSV�DQG�LQFUHDVLQJ�FRXUVH�RŀHULQJV�
to attract both current and prospective students. 

However, such an approach is perceived to be a gamble 
DQG�KDV�EHHQ�PHW�ZLWK�VNHSWLFLVP�DQG�UHVLVWDQFH��7KH�VWUDW-
egy assumes that increasing supply would increase demand 
for Hebrew and Israel studies courses. This assessment, 
KRZHYHU��GRHV�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�VWXGHQW�GHPDQG�IRU�$UDELF�
and Middle East/Islamic studies, driven by national and 
international events, was behind Wayne State’s expansion in 
this area. Such a disparity of interest does not infer a privileg-
LQJ�RU�PDUJLQDOL]DWLRQ�RI�RQH�HWKQR�UHOLJLRXV�FRPPXQLW\�
over another.

CAMPUS RELATIONS BETWEEN ARAB/
MUSLIM AND JEWISH STUDENTS
Jewish and Arab/Muslim students do not engage on the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�OHYHO�YHU\�RIWHQ��3ROLWLFDO�LVVXHV�WKDW�PD\�EH�
occurring thousands of miles away prevent cooperation and 
collaboration between these groups, though this is not ac-
companied by any visible acrimony. 

&RQWURYHUVLDO�VSHDNHUV�RQ�FDPSXV�KDYH�RŀHQGHG�ERWK�
Arab and Jewish students in turn. Wayne State has played 
KRVW�WR�+DUYDUG�/DZ�SURIHVVRU�$ODQ�'HUVKRZLW]�DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�
noted critic of Islam, Daniel Pipes. Both have made public 
VWDWHPHQWV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�GHHPHG�RŀHQVLYH�WR�$UDE�DQG�
Muslim sensitivities. Similarly, a lecture delivered by politi-
FDO�VFLHQWLVW�DQG�FULWLF�RI�,VUDHOL�SROLF\�1RUPDQ�)LQNHOVWHLQ�
was seen by many Jewish and pro-Israel members of the 
XQLYHUVLW\�FRPPXQLW\�DV�DQ�DŀURQW��>6HH�SURŁOHV�DVVRFLDWHG�
ZLWK�WKLV�UHSRUW�@�:KHWKHU�WKHVH�WDONV�ZHUH�RŃFLDOO\�KRVWHG�
E\�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RI�RQH�SHUVXDVLRQ�RU�WKH�RWKHU�RIWHQ�
mattered less than each group’s perception of complicity 
RU�FRPPHQGDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�VSHDNHUòV�YLHZV��6XFK�LQFLGHQWV��
though few in number, have done little to foster a sense of 
common purpose and potential for cooperation between 
student groups. 

2QH�QRWDEOH�H[FHSWLRQ�WR�WKLV�FKDVP�RFFXUUHG�LQ������
ZKHQ�QRWHG�0XVOLP�$PHULFDQ�FRPHGLDQ�$]KDU�8VPDQ�DQG�
his Jewish counterpart, stand-up comic Rabbi Bob Alper, 
VKDUHG�WKH�VWDJH�RQ�FDPSXV�DV�SDUW�RI�WKHLU�õ/DXJK�LQ�3HDFHö�
national tour. The Muslim Students Association and the 
FDPSXV�+LOOHO�ZRUNHG�WRJHWKHU�WR�VSRQVRU�DQG�SURPRWH�WKH�
well-received event. At the same time, while engagement 
between student groups may not occur often, there is no pau-
city of interaction at the individual level between Jewish and 
Arab/Muslim students. This is particularly evident among 
pre-medical students, who serve as mentors to younger 
peers. Beyond the sharing of valuable information about 
courses, instructors, and study habits, these relationships 
furnish vital emotional support while students deal with the 
SUHVVXUH�RI�WKHLU�FRXUVHZRUN��

One would assume that any tension and antipathy be-
tween groups would reach its highest level in the context of 
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IRU�ZULWLQJ�D�SDSHU�DQG�PDNLQJ�D�SUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�WKHLU�:D\QH�
State instructors, who had lectured them on the history, poli-
tics, and culture of the region as preparation for their travels.

The Middle East Study Abroad program has been in 
place for several years. Approximately twenty students have 
participated thus far. Although Arab and Jewish students 
have been part of the program, most students have in fact 
belonged to neither of these communities. By and large 
SDUWLFLSDQWV�KDYH�EHHQ�HLWKHU�RSHQ�PLQGHG�WR�WKH�õRSSRVLQJö�
side’s narrative, as has been the case for the Arab and Jewish 
students, or curious and ambivalent. With few exceptions, 
the returning students’ accounts bear considerable similar-
LW\��0DQ\�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�KDG�SULRU�NQRZOHGJH�RI�RU�H[SHULHQFH�
LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�UHWXUQHG�ZLWK�D�UDWKHU�MDXQGLFHG�YLHZ�RI�3DO-
estinian treatment by Israeli authorities. Those without any 
predilections beforehand almost invariably harbored nega-
tive perceptions of Israeli conduct in the region. In neither 
case, however, was a sense of antisemitism or Islamophobia 
expressed. The program yielded a better understanding of 
the complexities of the issues regarding the Arab-Israeli 
FRQłLFWðWKH�PRVW�GRPLQDQW�LVVXHV�UHJDUGLQJ�WKHVH�FRP-
PXQLWLHVðDQG�WKLV�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�FRPSOH[LW\�PLQLPL]HG�
DQ\�WHQGHQF\�WR�UHGXFH�WKH�FRQłLFW�WR�PHUH�VWHUHRW\SLQJ�RU�
ethnic aspersions.

CURRENT EVENTS AFFECTING STUDENT 
ATTITUDES
Occurring in the heart of the summer, the 2006 Lebanon 
:DU�ZDV�D�GLŃFXOW�DQG�GHHSO\�SHUVRQDO�HSLVRGH�IRU�PDQ\�
in the Metro Detroit area. Lebanon is a popular destination 
for many Lebanese-American students at Wayne State who 
HLWKHU�MRXUQH\�WR�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZKLOH�RQ�H[WHQGHG�EUHDN�IURP�
FDPSXV��RU�KDYH�IDPLO\�PHPEHUV�ZKR�PDNH�WKH�WULS��:KHQ�
the war began, some Wayne State students were stranded in 
/HEDQRQ�RU�KDG�SDUHQWV�RU�VLEOLQJV�FDXJKW�LQ�WKH�FRQłLFW��$W�
the very least, anxiety loomed about extended family who 
lived there year-round. Tensions and emotional pressure 
manifested themselves with almost daily demonstrations 
in front of Dearborn City Hall, where several members of 
WKH�$UDE�$PHULFDQ�FRPPXQLW\��MRLQHG�E\�RWKHU�0XVOLPV��
SURWHVWHG�WKH�,VUDHOL�DLU�VWULNHV�DQG�SHUFHLYHG�$PHULFDQ�VXS-
port for Israel. At the same time, there were Jewish families 
in the Detroit area for whom the war was felt on a personal 
level too, with concern for children or other relatives visiting 
Israel over the summer, family and friends residing there, 
or because of strong emotional ties to the country and its 
history.

Relations between the Arab and Jewish community, tepid 
XQGHU�RUGLQDU\�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��VXŀHUHG�JUHDWO\�GXULQJ�WKH�
campaign. Even those at the forefront of interfaith and trans-
FRPPXQDO�RXWUHDFK�HŀRUWV�LQ�HDFK�UHVSHFWLYH�FRPPXQLW\�
DVVXPHG�D�FDXWLRXV��UHWLFHQW�SRVWXUH��7KH�VWDWXV�TXR�DQWH�
was only restored after the passage of many months. 

Cessation of hostilities in Lebanon coincided with the 
start of the fall 2006 semester on campus. Some students, 
particularly among the Arab-American student body, con-
tinued to feel resentful and emotionally taxed by what had 
WUDQVSLUHG�RYHU�WKH�VXPPHU��<HW�WKHUH�ZDV�QR�GLVFHUQLEOH�

a course on modern Middle East history. These courses focus 
on the development of the region since World War I and 
FKDUW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�WKH�$UDE�,VUDHOL�FRQłLFW�DQG�WKH�UHJLRQ�
as a whole, including the development of the circumstances 
leading to the creation of the State of Israel from the Balfour 
Declaration to the present day.

I have taught this course in several semesters over the 
SDVW�VL[�\HDUV��6HOHFWLQJ�DFDGHPLFDOO\�VRXQG�WH[WERRNV��
adhering to a non-polemical discursive style, and teaching 
with strict adherence to the historical record and facts has 
served to reduce students’ anxiety and suspicions that one 
side of the narrative is being privileged over the other. It has 
been essential to separate and distinguish between the invari-
DEO\�SROLWLFL]HG�SXEOLF�GHEDWH�DQG�WKH�DFDGHPLF��VFKRODUO\�
DSSURDFK��7KLV�PHWKRG�LV�RIWHQWLPHV�TXLWH�D�GHSDUWXUH�IURP�
what many students are used to hearing, whether they are 
$UDE��-HZLVK��RU�IURP�VRPH�RWKHU�EDFNJURXQG��

An instructor setting the climate within the classroom 
goes a long way to ensuring civility by students discussing 
WKLV�GLŃFXOW�VXEMHFW��,Q�VL[�\HDUV��,�KDYH�QHYHU�H[SHULHQFHG�
any incident where students have become rude, acerbic, or 
insulting toward me or toward one another. Even after the 
�����/HEDQRQ�:DU�DQG�WKH�����ï�����*D]D�LQYDVLRQ��VWX-
dents maintained their decorum despite the fact that some 
ZHUH�SHUVRQDOO\�DŀHFWHG�E\�WKH�FRQłLFWV��HLWKHU�ZLWK�IDPLO\�
and/or friends in the region.

Of course, history doesn’t suspend itself during the 
FRXUVH�RI�WKH�VHPHVWHU��DQG�JLYHQ�WKH�łXLG�QDWXUH�RI�WKH�0LG-
GOH�(DVW��LW�LV�TXLWH�FRPPRQ�IRU�D�QHZ�HSLVRGH�RI�FRQWURYHUV\�
to emerge as the course progresses. These matters must be 
addressed, as they are on the minds of the students who feel 
D�JUHDW�XUJHQF\�WR�FRPSUHKHQG�WKH�FDXVHV�DQG�FRQVHTXHQFHV�
of an event as it unfolds.

ADMINISTRATION RESPONSES TO ARAB/
MUSLIM AND JEWISH ISSUES
Some members of the Metro Detroit community believe that 
Wayne State is not a welcoming destination for Jewish stu-
dents. The Dean and Associate Dean of the College of Liberal 
Arts and Sciences, hoping to dispel this sentiment, launched 
D�QHZ�LQLWLDWLYH�LQ������IRU�D�0LGGOH�(DVW�'LVFRYHU\�SURJUDP�
designed to cultivate a greater awareness and understanding 
of the Middle East. The hope was that students who enrolled 
in this program would then communicate with their class-
mates and rectify the purportedly toxic environment on cam-
pus. The structure of the program was ambitious, especially 
considering the speed at which it was initially implemented 
�WKH�SURJUDP�ZDV�SURSRVHG�GXULQJ�6HSWHPEHU������DQG�ZDV�
in place by May 2009). It involved a three-credit course for 
WKH�6SULQJ�6XPPHU�WHUP��ZKHUHE\�D�GR]HQ�VWXGHQWV�ZRXOG�
UHFHLYH�WZR�ZHHNV�RI�FRXUVHZRUN�RQ�FDPSXV�EHIRUH�HPEDUN-
LQJ�RQ�D�WKUHH�ZHHN�WULS�WR�,VUDHO�DQG�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�WHUULWR-
ries. The students would stay at Ben Gurion University and 
Al Quds University, respectively, where they would receive 
FODVVURRP�HGXFDWLRQ�VXSSOHPHQWHG�E\�VHYHUDO�ŁHOG�WULSV��
LQFOXGLQJ�YLVLWV�WR�D�NLEEXW]�DQG�D�%HGRXLQ�$UDE�YLOODJH�LQ�
addition to more conventional sightseeing locations. Upon 
their return to campus, the students would be responsible 
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expression towards other students, faculty, or Jews in gen-
HUDO�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�GHVFULEHG�DV�DQWLVHPLWLVP��6RPH�JUDŃWL�
appeared in front of the Undergraduate Library on the center 
of campus but all of it was directed at Israel and Israeli policy 
without stressing the country’s Jewish identity. No threats or 
even slurs were reported against Jewish students. 

7KH�����ï�����*D]D�LQFXUVLRQ��NQRZQ�DV�2SHUDWLRQ�&DVW�
/HDG��DQG�WKH�0D\������UDLG�RQ�WKH�*D]D�łRWLOOD�DOVR�DŀHFWHG�
student attitudes on campus. The former began prior to the 
start of the Winter 2009 term, but was still underway when 
students returned for classes. Once again, emotions ran 
TXLWH�KLJK��ZLWK�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�JURXSV��$UDE�DQG�QRQ�$UDE��
Muslim and non-Muslim ,demonstrating against Israeli 
policy. Jewish students similarly rallied to show their support 
for Israel as well as asserting their defense of Israel’s actions 
LQ�OLJKW�RI�PLVVLOH�DWWDFNV�IURP�*D]D��:KLOH�WKH�SDVVLRQ�DQG�
IHUYRU�GLVSOD\HG�GXULQJ�WKHVH�HSLVRGHV�ZDV�TXLWH�VWURQJ�

there was no behavior which could reasonably be construed 
DV�DQWLVHPLWLF��DQWL�$UDE�RU�,VODPRSKRELF��&DPSXV�JUDŃWL�
ZULWWHQ�LQ�SDVWHO�FKDON�LQ�WKH�PDLQ�TXDG�LQFOXGHG�VORJDQV�
VXFK�DV�õ)UHH�3DOHVWLQH�ö�õ6WRS�,VUDHOL�$JJUHVVLRQ�ö�RU�õ,VUDHO�
 �7HUURULVW�6WDWH�ö�:KLOH�VRPH�DUJXH�WKDW�VXFK�PHVVDJHV��
especially the latter two, are indicative of an anti-Jewish fer-
YRU��WKLV�DVVHUWLRQ�LV�PDGH�RQO\�E\�HTXDWLQJ�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO�
DQG�,VUDHOL�SROLF\�SHU�VH�ZLWK�DQWL�=LRQLVP�DQG�DQWLVHPLWLVP��
By and large, the campus community has not inferred any 
ethnically-based hostility or danger to Jewish students from 
these signs, nor have any charges of ethnic intimidation been 
LQYRNHG��HLWKHU�E\�VWXGHQW�JURXSV��FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV��RU�
by the university or law enforcement authorities. The Jewish 
student population seems no less vocal, active, and pas-
sionate about asserting its identity, heritage, and political 
opinions.
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PROFILES OF KEY 
ORGANIZATIONS

ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE

M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

The Anti-Defamation League is the self-described “premier 
FLYLO�ULJKWV�KXPDQ�UHODWLRQV�DJHQF\ö�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��
)RXQGHG�LQ�������LWV�PLVVLRQ�LV�WR�õŁJKW�DQWL�6HPLWLVP�DQG�
all forms of bigotry, defend democratic ideals and protect 
FLYLO�ULJKWV�IRU�DOOö�WKURXJK�HGXFDWLRQ��OHJLVODWLRQ��DQG�
DGYRFDF\��7KH�$QWL�'HIDPDWLRQ�/HDJXH��$'/��KDV����RŃFHV�
LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�WKUHH�RŃFHV�LQ�RWKHU�FRXQWULHV��
ZLWK�KHDGTXDUWHUV�ORFDWHG�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�&LW\��,WV�DFWLYLWLHV�
range from helping Latinos counteract bigotry to addressing 
instances of Holocaust denial. It is a strong supporter of the 
State of Israel.

The ADL positions itself as an ally to Arab and Muslim 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�DV�WR�LQWHUIDLWK�DQG�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��,WV�UHFRUG�RQ�UHODWLRQV�ZLWK�WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Muslim community is mixed. Mainstream U.S. Islamic 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�KDYH�DSSUHFLDWHG�WKH�$'/òV�OHDGHUVKLS�LQ�
LQLWLDWLQJ�DQ�,QWHUIDLWK�&RDOLWLRQ�RQ�0RVTXHV��WKH�LQLWLD-
tive defends Muslim communities whose places of worship 
are threatened, and asserts that freedom of assembly and 
UHOLJLRQ�DSSO\�HTXDOO\�WR�$PHULFDQ�0XVOLPV��$W�WKH�VDPH�
WLPH��WKH�$'/�KDV�WDNHQ�SRVLWLRQV�WKDW�WURXEOH�PDQ\�LQ�WKH�
Muslim and liberal community. 

7KH�PRVW�YLVLEOH�UHFHQW�FDVH�RI�FRQłLFW�ZDV�WKH�$'/òV�
�����REMHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�&RUGRED�+RXVH��RU�
3DUN����WKH�VR�FDOOHG�õ*URXQG�=HURö�PRVTXH���DQ�,VODPLF�
FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHU�LQ�ORZHU�0DQKDWWDQ�D�IHZ�EORFNV�IURP�WKH�
World Trade Center site. It was not lost on Muslim observers 
that this seemed to be a repudiation of the ADL’s earlier com-
PLWPHQW�WR�ŁJKW�õD�GLVWXUELQJ�ULVH�LQ�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�DJDLQVW�
Muslims trying to legally build or expand their houses of 
ZRUVKLS��RU�PRVTXHV��DFURVV�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ö376

In October 2010, the ADL published a controversial list of 
the Top Ten Anti-Israel Groups in America. The list singled 
RXW�FDPSXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKH�0XVOLP�6WXGHQWV�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�6WXGHQWV�IRU�-XVWLFH�LQ�3DOHVWLQH��,W�HTXDWHG�
KXPDQ�ULJKWV�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKH�&RXQFLO�RQ�$PHUL-
FDQ�,VODPLF�5HODWLRQV�DQG�-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��ZLWK�JURXSV�
such as Act Now to Stop War and End Racism, which has 
DUJXDEO\�FRPSDUHG�=LRQLVP�WR�QD]LVP��DQG�$OLVRQ�:HLUòV�RU-
JDQL]DWLRQ�,I�$PHULFDQV�.QHZ��>6HH�UHODWHG�SURŁOH�RI�:HLU�@�

The list garnered well-deserved criticism. Journalist 
Michelle Goldberg wrote, “ADL has … shown itself willing to 
VPHDU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�DFWLYLVWV�ZKHQ�LW�WKLQNV�,VUDHOòV�LQWHUHVWV�
GHPDQG�LW�ö�*ROGEHUJ�FRQWLQXHV�

The Council on American Islamic Relations made the 
list even though, according to spokesperson Ibrahim 
+RRSHU��LW�KDV�QR�RŃFLDO�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
FRQłLFW�õRWKHU�WKDQ�WR�VD\�WKHUH�VKRXOG�EH�D�MXVW�DQG�
comprehensive resolution based on the interests of 
all parties.” Though the ADL says that CAIR has 
“a long record of anti-Israel rhetoric, which has, at 
times, crossed the line into anti-Semitism,” some of 
the examples it gives are laughable. For instance, the 
ADL informs us, “In response to the Israeli Navy’s raid 
RI�D�łRWLOOD�RI�VKLSV�KHDGLQJ�WR�*D]D�LQ�0D\�������WKH�
executive director of CAIR-Chicago accused Israel of 
a ‘failure to apply Jewish values.’” If this is one of the 
worst quotes the ADL can rustle up, it gives one faith 
in the strength of American interfaith relations.377

The ADL is unapologetic about its unwavering support 
for the Jewish state and advocates for Israel by, among other 
things, explaining political and security issues and the com-
SOH[LWLHV�RI�WKH�,VUDHOL�3DOHVWLQLDQ�,VUDHO�$UDE�FRQłLFW�WR�8�6��
SROLF\PDNHUV�DQG�WKH�JHQHUDO�SXEOLF��&DPSXV�OLIH�LV�D�VSHFLDO�
IRFXV��7KH�$'/�DFWLYHO\�PRQLWRUV�DQG�SXEOLFL]HV�ZKDW�LW�EH-
lieves to be “anti-Israel activity on American college campus-
HV�ö�2UHQ�6HJDO��WKH�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQòV�&HQWHU�RQ�
Extremism notes that many Jewish leaders, including those 
at the ADL, worry that Jewish youth are losing their connec-
tion to the Jewish state and the pro-Israel establishment. To 
that end, the ADL provides a range of resources for students 
DQG�FDPSXV�JURXSV��VXFK�DV�õ)LJKWLQJ�%DFN��$�+DQGERRN�IRU�
Responding to Anti-Israel Campaigns on College and Uni-
YHUVLW\�&DPSXVHVö�DQG�WKH�õ,PPHGLDWH�5HVSRQVHö�SURJUDP��
ZKLFK�õHPSOR\V�XQLTXH�DQG�VXEVWDQWLDO�PHWKRGV�WR�SURWHFW��
investigate, and educate by delivering proactive and reactive 
SURJUDPV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�LPPHGLDWH�QHHGV�RI�WKH�FDPSXV�ö�
:KHQ�DQWL�,VUDHO�LQFLGHQWV�WDNH�SODFH��VD\V�WKH�$'/��VWXGHQWV�
typically want to react with counter-rallies and protests. In-
stead, the ADL advocates a thoughtful and rational approach. 
Not all instances, it advises, call for demonstrations; there 
are times when other means of communication, such as pub-
OLVKLQJ�DUWLFOHV�LQ�WKH�VWXGHQW�QHZVSDSHU��DUH�PRUH�HŀHFWLYH��
ADL resources explain the laws regarding student speech 
on campus and in class, how institutional codes of conduct 
FRPH�LQWR�SOD\��DQG�WKH�UROH�RI�RXWVLGH�VSHDNHUV�RQ�FROOHJH�
campuses—all of which have been hot button issues. 

7KH�$'/�DOVR�UXQV�ZRUNVKRSV�RQ�FDPSXVHV�õWR�>HTXLS@�
university administrators, students, faculty, and commu-
QLW\�PHPEHUV�ZLWK�WKH�WRROV�WKH\�QHHG�WR�ŁJKW�ELJRWU\�RQ�
FDPSXV�ö�,WV�LQLWLDWLYHV�LQFOXGH�WKH�&DPSXV�RI�'LŀHUHQFH�
program, in which administrators, faculty members, and 
students learn to examine stereotypes, expand cultural 
awareness, explore the value of diversity, and combat big-
otry. Such a program is as valuable to supporting Muslim 
students as it is to Jewish students who may be experiencing 
campus bias or intolerance. The ADL also sponsors Campus 
Leadership Missions to Israel, allowing politically active 
XQGHUJUDGXDWHV�DQG�DVSLULQJ�MRXUQDOLVWV�WR�WUDYHO�WR�,VUDHO�WR�
learn about Israeli-Palestinian relations and other regional is-
VXHV�IURP�SROLWLFLDQV��GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV��MRXUQDOLVWV��VWXGHQWV��
DQG�RUGLQDU\�FLWL]HQV��
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7KH�$'/�ZHEVLWH�WUDFNV�LQVWDQFHV�RI�ZKDW�LW�FRQVLGHUV�
anti-Israel activity, including instances in which Jewish 
students were verbally harassed or threatened and Jewish 
SURSHUW\��VXFK�DV�+LOOHO�EXLOGLQJV��YDQGDOL]HG�RU�WDJJHG�ZLWK�
JUDŃWL�378  The ADL’s dealings with local Muslim Student 
Associations (MSA) (as distinct from the national umbrella 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��KDYH�EHHQ�IUDXJKW��6RPH�FDPSXV�06$V��WKH�
$'/�ZDUQV��KDYH�OLQNHG�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FDXVH�WR�WKH�ZDU�LQ�
,UDT��PXGG\LQJ�GHEDWHV�DERXW�WKH�ZDU��

The ADL has also found problematic activity within uni-
versity programming. In March 2011, the ADL weighed in 
ZLWK�D�OHWWHU�FRQGHPQLQJ�õ/LWLJDWLQJ�3DOHVWLQH�ö�D�FRQIHUHQFH�
at the Hastings College of the Law at the University of Califor-
nia addressing issues in international law related to Palestin-
LDQV�DVVHUWLQJ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWLRQV��2ULJLQDOO\�SXEOLFL]HG�
DV�LQFOXGLQJ�ZHOFRPLQJ�UHPDUNV�E\�'HDQ�)UDQN�:X��SDUWLFL-
pants on the program included faculty from the University of 
Pittsburgh, Georgetown University, and Willamette Univer-
sity, plus lawyers from the ACLU and National Lawyers Guild 
and others. The ADL would later describe this list “a veritable 
ZKRòV�ZKR�RI�WKH�DQWL�,VUDHO�PRYHPHQW�ö�DQG�VDLG�WKDW�WKH�
FRQIHUHQFH�ZDV�õGHVLJQHG�WR�GHOHJLWLPL]H�DQG�XQMXVWO\�FDVW�
,VUDHO�DV�D�SDULDK�VWDWH�XQGHU�WKH�JXLVH�RI�DFDGHPLF�IUHHGRP�ö

The ADL’s condemnation, combined with an outcry from 
a group of Hastings alumni, led the Hastings Board to call 
an emergency meeting. Following the meeting, the board 
DQQRXQFHG�LW�ZRXOG�ZLWKGUDZ�LWV�õQDPH�DQG�EUDQGö�IURP�
the conference materials, and continued its involvement to a 
much lesser degree providing online streaming of the confer-
HQFH��'HVFULELQJ�WKH�$'/òV�REMHFWLRQV��$'/�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
Director Dan Sandman wrote, “This conference is especially 
troubling coming at a time when there is a coordinated 
global campaign to isolate Israel politically, economically 
and culturally through boycotts and the perversion of inter-
QDWLRQDO�OHJDO�SULQFLSOHV�ö

AMERICAN JEWISH COMMITTEE 

J o n  s u s s M a n

American Jewish Committee is one of the oldest and most 
YHQHUDEOH�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�FRPPXQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��(VWDE-
OLVKHG�LQ������LQ�WKH�ZDNH�RI�5XVVLDQ�SRJURPV��WKH�$PHULFDQ�
Jewish Committee (AJC) describes its mission “to enhance the 
well being of Israel and the Jewish people worldwide, and to 
advance human rights and democratic values in the United 
6WDWHV�DQG�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�ö379  Although it does some cul-
WXUDO�DQG�LQWHUIDLWK�ZRUN��$-&�PRVWO\�RSHUDWHV�DV�D�SUR�,VUDHO�
DQG�FHQWHU�OHIW�VRFLDO�DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��$-&�GRHV�OHVV�
&RQJUHVVLRQDO�OREE\LQJ�WKDQ�LWV�PRUH�ZHOO�NQRZQ�FRXQWHU-
SDUW��WKH�$PHULFDQ�,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH��,QVWHDG��
AJC cultivates relationships with leaders ranging from the 
local to the international levels, releases information and 
editorials in support of its policy goals, and advocates on 
behalf of Jewish communities worldwide.

An interesting snapshot of AJC’s role within the Ameri-

can and Jewish communities is its relationship with Com-
mentary PDJD]LQH��)RXQGHG�E\�WKH�$-&�LQ�������Com-
mentary  was designed to appeal to a broad, liberal-leaning 
American Jewish audience that was rapidly assimilating into 
mainstream society. The AJC used Commentary  as a vehicle 
WR�KROG�WRJHWKHU�D�FRPPXQLW\�DW�ULVN�RI�ORVLQJ�LWVHOI�ZLWKLQ�
the larger society. At the same time, Commentary  would 
be an explicitly anti-Communist publication that bolstered 
the aims of American foreign policy, earning mainstream 
legitimacy by disassociating itself from the radical political 
OHJDF\�ZLWK�ZKLFK�PDQ\�$PHULFDQ�-HZV�ZHUH�LGHQWLŁHG��
(This trend within the Jewish community was only acceler-
ated by the espionage case of Ethel and Julius Rosenberg in 
the 1950s.) However, in the 1960s and ’70s, Commentary  
EHFDPH�D�PDMRU�LQFXEDWRU�RI�WKH�QHRFRQVHUYDWLYH�PRYHPHQW�
XQGHU�WKHQ�HGLWRU�1RUPDQ�3RGKRUHW]��7KH�UHODWLRQVKLS�EH-
WZHHQ�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�WKH�PDJD]LQH�FRQWLQXHG�GHVSLWH�
WKHLU�GLŀHUHQW�RULHQWDWLRQV��DFFRUGLQJ�WR�KLVWRULDQ�(GZDUG�
/XWWZDN��WKH�ULJKW�OHDQLQJ�PDJD]LQH�VRXJKW�WR�LQłXHQFH�
SXEOLF�RSLQLRQ��ZKHUHDV�$-&�ZDQWHG�WR�UHłHFW�DQ�$PHULFDQ�
Jewish community that was overwhelmingly liberal. The 
WZR�HQWLWLHV�RŃFLDOO\�VSOLW�LQ������380

AJC has been involved in some of the debates concerning 
,VUDHO�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��$-&�JHQHUDOO\�UHłHFWV�WKH�RSLQLRQ�
RI�RWKHU�PDLQVWUHDP�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�
campus is a growing concern and that anti-Israel activity re-
TXLUHV�D�UHVSRQVH��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��$-&�GRHV�QRW�LQWHUYHQH�
QHDUO\�DV�RIWHQ�DV�RWKHU�JURXSV�DQG�WHQGV�WR�WDNH�D�PLGGOH�
ground approach to dealing with these issues. For instance, 
AJC has long accused the Muslim Student Union at Univer-
sity of California, Irvine for putting on programs critical of 
Israel that AJC claims shade into antisemitism. In 2006, they 
ZHUH�DPRQJ�D�FRDOLWLRQ�RI�JURXSV�RSSRVHG�WR�D�ZHHN�RI�0XV-
lim Student Union (MSU) events titled “Holocaust in the Holy 
/DQGö�WKDW�ODPEDVWHG�,VUDHOL�SROLFLHV�WRZDUGV�3DOHVWLQLDQV��
AJC Executive Director of Orange County Rabbi Marc Dwor-
NLQ�GHVFULEHG�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVW�DQG�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�DFWLYLVW�
1RUPDQ�)LQNHOVWHLQ��D�IHDWXUHG�VSHDNHU��DV�õZD\�H[WUHPHö�
DQG�õD�FRQVWDQW�,VUDHO�EDVKHU�ö�>VHH�SURŁOH@�,Q�������D�8QLYHU-
VLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�VWXGHQW�XQLRQ�LQLWLDWLYH�FDOOLQJ�
IRU�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\�WR�GLYHVW�IURP�,VUDHOL�EXVLQHVVHV�OLQNHG�WR�
WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�ZDV�FRQGHPQHG�E\�PDQ\�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQV��$-&�RŃFLDOV�ZURWH�D�OHWWHU�WR�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��
%HUNHOH\��8&�%HUNHOH\��&KDQFHOORU�*HRUJH�%UHVODXHU�XUJLQJ�
him to condemn the resolution which it claimed “unfairly 
WDUJHWV�WKH�6WDWH�RI�,VUDHO�ZKLOH�DOVR�PDUJLQDOL]LQJ�-HZLVK�VWX-
GHQWV�RQ�FDPSXV�ZKR�VXSSRUW�,VUDHO�ö�7KH�OHWWHU�ZDV�VLJQHG�
by other pro-Israel groups representing a range of political 
orientations including Hillel, J Street, the Anti-Defamation 
League, the Israel Campus Coalition, and the New Israel 
Fund. The resolution was vetoed by the student body presi-
dent and failed to secure the votes to override the veto.

At the same time, AJC has sought dialogue with campus 
OHDGHUV�LQ�DQ�HŀRUW�WR�UHGXFH�DQWLVHPLWLVP��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�
&DOLIRUQLD��,UYLQH��8&�,UYLQH��&KDQFHOORU�0LFKDHO�'UDNH�KDV�
ORQJ�EHHQ�FULWLFL]HG�E\�-HZLVK�JURXSV�IRU�UHIXVLQJ�WR�FRQ-
demn MSU events that target Israel, preferring to express a 
general revulsion for hate speech directed against minorities. 
$-&òV�LQYLWDWLRQ�IRU�'UDNH�WR�VSHDN�DW�DQ�DZDUGV�GLQQHU�ZDV�
FRQGHPQHG�E\�RWKHU�-HZLVK�DQG�SUR�,VUDHO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 88  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

LQ�SDUWLFXODU�WKH�=LRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD��,Q�������
0DUN�<XGRI��WKH�QHZ�FKDQFHOORU�IRU�WKH�8&�V\VWHP��HPEDUNHG�
on a tour of Israel to meet university presidents abroad. The 
WRXU�ZDV�VSRQVRUHG�E\�$-&òV�3URMHFW�,QWHUFKDQJH�

In 2006, AJC published an essay by Alvin Rosenfeld 
HQWLWOHG�õñ3URJUHVVLYHò�-HZLVK�7KRXJKW�DQG�WKH�1HZ�$QWL�
6HPLWLVP�ö�7KH�HVVD\�FKDUJHG��ŁUVW��WKDW�PRYHPHQWV�DQG�
opinions critical of Israel, including those on the Left, were 
JXLOW\�RI�SURPRWLQJ�D�QHZ�ZDYH�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�E\�TXHVWLRQ-
ing whether Israel should even exist.381 Second, Rosenfeld 
charged that liberal and left-leaning Jews were complicit in 
WKLV�ZDYH�RI�DQWL�=LRQLVW�VHQWLPHQW�E\�UHIXVLQJ�WR�FKDOOHQJH�
its legitimacy. AJC Executive Director David Harris argued 
LQ�KLV�SUHIDFH�WR�WKH�HVVD\�WKDW�KLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQòV�ZRUN�LV�
grounded in “assuring the right of Jews to a national col-
lective self-expression through the existence of the State of 
,VUDHO�ö�ZRUN�WKDW�PXVW�EH�GHIHQGHG�IURP�WKRVH�ZKR�ZRXOG�
JLYH�õD�-HZLVK�LPSULPDWXU���WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQLQJ�RI�,VUDHOòV�
OHJLWLPDF\�ö�

7KH�HVVD\�VSDUNHG�JUHDW�GHEDWH�LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�
and in the broader U.S. society, especially from the intel-
OHFWXDOV�5RVHQIHOG�SHUVRQDOO\�FULWLFL]HG��VXFK�DV�KLVWRULDQ�
Tony Judt, poet Adrienne Rich, and columnist Richard 
Cohen. Some praised Rosenfeld’s handling of a sensitive but 
XUJHQW�VXEMHFW��RWKHUV�DUJXHG�WKDW�WKH�HVVD\�ZDV�GLYLVLYH�RI�
the Jewish community, unfairly lumped together a range of 
LQGLYLGXDOV�DQG�YLHZV��DQG�FRQłDWHG�QHFHVVDU\�FULWLFLVP�ZLWK�
KDWHIXO�GHOHJLWLPL]DWLRQ�

COUNCIL ON AMERICAN-ISLAMIC 
RELATIONS (CAIR)

J o n  s u s s M a n  a n D  D a n  D e f r a i a

Founded in 1994, the Council on American-Islamic Rela-
WLRQV�LV�WKH�ODUJHVW�QRQSURŁW�0XVOLP�FLYLO�OLEHUWLHV�DGYRFDF\�
group in America. Its mission is to “enhance understanding 
of Islam, encourage dialogue, protect civil liberties, em-
power American Muslims, and build coalitions that promote 
MXVWLFH�DQG�PXWXDO�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�ö382  A national grassroots 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�&RXQFLO�RQ�$PHULFDQ�,VODPLF�5HODWLRQV�
(CAIR) promotes a positive image of Islam that is in line with 
$PHULFDQ�LGHDV�DQG�YDOXHV��6LQFH�WKH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�RI�
������&$,5�KDV�PRUH�WKDQ�GRXEOHG�LQ�VL]H�DQG�KDV�PDUVKDOHG�
impressive resources in its ongoing struggle against Islamo-
phobia and discrimination. 

CAIR operates as a traditional civil liberties advocacy 
group, creating, promoting, and distributing educational in-
formation. CAIR provides legal services to victims of discrim-
ination and immigration services, raising awareness about 
bias incidents. As part of its mission to mainstream Muslims 
within U.S. culture, CAIR educates local communities about 
the history and practice of Islam, as well as contemporary 
issues (such as the Muhammad cartoons controversy). The 
RUJDQL]DWLRQòV�RŃFLDOV�DSSHDU�RIWHQ�RQ�)R[��&11��061%&��
and other news outlets, spreading their message through the 

mass media. 
Antidiscrimination and civil rights advocacy are at 

WKH�WRS�RI�&$,5òV�DJHQGD��SDUWLFXODUO\�LVVXHV�RI�SURŁOLQJ��
religious discrimination, and bias crimes. One of the most 
KLJK�SURŁOH�FDVHV�WKH\�KDYH�ZRUNHG�RQ�LV�WKH�õł\LQJ�LPDPVö�
incident of 2006, when six Muslim religious leaders were 
removed from their plane and interrogated for several hours 
after being observed praying. An FBI investigation con-
clusively stated the imams had done nothing wrong. After 
pursuing the matter in the courts, CAIR has made progress in 
forcing the companies involved to institute sensitivity train-
LQJ�DQG�WR�HQVXUH�WKH�FLYLO�ULJKWV�RI�0XVOLPV�ZKLOH�ł\LQJ�383  
The situation at airports has improved, but still continues,384  
although ironically enough, a recent May 2011 incident oc-
FXUUHG�WKH�VDPH�GD\�D�GLŀHUHQW�DLUOLQH�UHPRYHG�WKUHH�-HZLVK�
SDVVHQJHUV�IURP�D�łLJKW�EHFDXVH�WKHLU�SUD\HUV�EHIRUH�WDNH�Rŀ�
alarmed crew members. CAIR was a vocal opponent of a 
�����2NODKRPD�EDOORW�LQLWLDWLYH�ZKLFK�VRXJKW�WR�SUHFOXGH�
courts from applying Sharia law and is opposed to pending 
OHJLVODWLRQ�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�WKDW�VHHNV�WKH�VDPH��&$,5�KDV�
DOVR�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�3DUN���,VODPLF�FXO-
tural center near the site of the World Trade Center, arguing 
that opposition to it is based on fear and misunderstanding 
of Muslims.385 

CAIR has found itself at the center of many controversies, 
WKH�YDVW�PDMRULW\�RI�ZKLFK�KDYH�OLWWOH�PHULW��&ULWLFV�DOOHJH�WKDW�
CAIR’s founders were members of the Islamic Association of 
3DOHVWLQH��DQ�,VODPLVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�WKH�3DOHVWLQ-
ian cause. Many of CAIR’s critics also point to the prosecution 
of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development, a 
Texas-based Islamic charity that was indicted for providing 
funds to Hamas. In the government’s indictment, CAIR and 
����RWKHU�0XVOLP�DQG�$UDE�$PHULFDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�ZHUH�
listed as unindicted co-conspirators, meaning that CAIR 
had not been charged with any crimes. The label is applied 
to enable prosecutorial strategy so that, for example, the 
prosecution can submit statements from an unindicted co-
conspirator as evidence in a case without that information 
being dismissed as hearsay.386

In October 2009, four Republican representatives sent 
a letter to the Sergeant at Arms to investigate CAIR placing 
LQWHUQV�LQWR�WKH�RŃFHV�RI�&RQJUHVV�PHPEHUV�ZKR�VDW�RQ�WKH�
MXGLFLDU\��KRPHODQG�VHFXULW\��DQG�LQWHOOLJHQFH�FRPPLWWHHV��
$�OHWWHU�ZDV�DOVR�VHQW�WR�$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�(ULF�+ROGHU�DVNLQJ�
the Justice Department to brief every member of Congress, 
telling them why CAIR was listed as an unindicted co-con-
spirator in the Holy Land Foundation case. In regards to the 
latter charge, Holder argued that the decision not to prose-
FXWH�ZDV�PDGH�E\�WKH�%XVK�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��DQG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�
FRQŁUPHG�E\�WKH�2EDPD�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�-XVWLFH�387

Despite the negative results of federal investigations, 
FULWLFV�VWLOO�DWWDFN�&$,5�DV�D�WHUURULVW�IURQW�JURXS��DLGHG�LQ�
no small part by the ambiguity of the label of unindicted 
FR�FRQVSLUDWRU��1RWHG�ELJRW�'DQLHO�3LSHV�>VHH�SURŁOH@�UHIHUV�
WR�&$,5�DV�õPRGHUDWH�IULHQGV�RI�WHUURU�ö�DFFXVLQJ�WKHP�RI�
intimidating moderate Muslims, embracing murderers, and 
SURPRWLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�DQWL�=LRQLVP�388  Anti-Muslim 
bloggers Robert Spencer (Jihad Watch) and Pamela Geller (At-
ODV�6KUXJV�������IUHTXHQWO\�UHIHU�WR�&$,5�DV�OLQNHG�WR�+DPDV�
DQG�+H]EROODK��GHVSLWH�OLPLWHG�HYLGHQFH��,Q�������FRQVHUYD-
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WLYH�DFWLYLVWV�3DXO�*DXEDW]�DQG�3DXO�6SHUU\�SXEOLVKHG�Muslim 
0DŁD��,QVLGH�WKH�6HFUHW�8QGHUZRUOG�7KDWòV�&RQVSLULQJ�WR�
Islamize America��D�ERRN�ZKLFK�DOOHJHG�&$,5�ZDV�D�õFULPLQDO�
FRQVSLUDF\ö�GHGLFDWHG�WR�õYLROHQW�MLKDG�ö�ZLWK�WKH�JRDO�RI�
GHVWUR\LQJ�:HVWHUQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�389��0DWHULDO�IRU�WKH�ERRN�ZDV�
FRPSLOHG�E\�*DXEDW]òV�VRQ��ZKR�SRVHG�DV�D�0XVOLP�FROOHJH�
student, interned at CAIR, and obtained access to its ar-
chives; CAIR has since sued the authors for theft of propriety 
information.390 

CAIR has clashed with many pro-Israel groups over 
Middle East issues, particularly the Anti-Defamation League. 
This is somewhat ironic, since CAIR is clearly cut from the 
same mold as the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) as a civil 
ULJKWV��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�DGYRFDF\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��7KH�$'/�KDV�
put CAIR on their list of the top anti-Israel groups in the 
QDWLRQ��DFFXVLQJ�LW�RI�SDVW�DŃOLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]D-
tions and of providing a “platform to conspiratorial Israel-
EDVKHUV�DQG�RXWULJKW�DQWL�6HPLWHV�ö391��&$,5�DV�DQ�RUJDQL]D-
WLRQ�LV�QRW�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW��EXW�LW�
advocates the establishment of an independent Palestinian 
state, condemns Israeli settlements and military action, 
DQG�GHPDQGV�WKDW�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DFW�DV�D�õIDLU�EURNHUö�LQ�
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�D�SHDFH�GHDO��$�EORJ�SRVW�E\�-HZLVK�9RLFH�IRU�
Peace vociferously denounces the ADL’s accusations, arguing 
WKDW�LWV�EDFNJURXQG�DUWLFOH�RQ�&$,5�GRHV�QRW�õRŀHU�D�VKUHG�RI�
evidence to support the accusation that CAIR is anti-Semitic, 
WKDW�&$,5�VXSSRUWV�WHUURULVP��RU�HYHQ�WKDW�&$,5�TXHVWLRQV�
,VUDHOòV�ULJKW�WR�H[LVW�ö392

2Q�FDPSXV��&$,5�KDV�ODUJHO\�ZRUNHG�RQ�DQWLGLVFULPLQD-
tion cases, but increasingly has been drawn into the campus 
GHEDWH�RYHU�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH��7KH�FDVH�RI�WKH�õ,UYLQH���ö�LV�D�
case in point. In February 2010, students at University of Cal-
ifornia, Irvine disrupted a speech given by Israeli Ambassa-
dor Michael Oren, charging him with defending war crimes; 
the students were arrested after the speech, and a year later 
ZHUH�FKDUJHG�ZLWK�õFRQVSLUDF\�WR�GLVUXSW�D�PHHWLQJ�ö�>6HH�UH-
lated story for further details.] CAIR has vocally defended the 
students’ right to free speech and has condemned University 
of California, Irvine’s (UC Irvine) decision to shutter the cam-
pus Muslim Student Union, which allegedly coordinated the 
SURWHVW��$�&$,5�/RV�$QJHOHV�RŃFLDO�GHFULHG�WKH�SURVHFXWLRQ�
of the students, stating, “Such excessive and unprecedented 
VWHSV�E\�WKH�2UDQJH�&RXQW\�'LVWULFW�$WWRUQH\òV�RŃFH�DJDLQVW�
WKH�ñ,UYLQH���ò�QRW�RQO\�FKLOO�IUHH�VSHHFK�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�
but also send a public message that any legitimate criticism 
RI�,VUDHO�ZLOO�EH�GHDOW�LQ�D�KHDY\�KDQGHG�PDQQHU�ö393

The extent of CAIR’s presence on college campuses is usu-
ally less dramatic, limited to guest lectures on discrimination 
and civil rights. Ahmed Rehab, CAIR’s Chicago executive 
director and national strategic communications director, 
VSHDNV�DW�FROOHJHV�DURXQG�WKH�QDWLRQ��,Q�������$PLU�1RUPDQ-
GLòV�DUW�H[KLELW�DW�+DUSHU�&ROOHJH��WLWOHG�õ1R�9HLO�LV�5HTXLUHG�ö�
VKRZHG�QXGH�SKRWRJUDSKV�RI�ZRPHQ�ZHDULQJ�KLMDEV��7KH�
SKRWRV�RŀHQGHG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV��ZKR�WKHQ�FRQWDFWHG�&$,5�
Chicago to support the college’s Muslim Student Association. 
Ahmed Rehab visited the school to facilitate a discussion 
with students, teachers, and administrators.394  In 2010 at 
University of California, San Diego and in 2011 at University 
RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\��&$,5�ZDV�LQYLWHG�WR�GLVFXVV�LVVXHV�
pertaining to contemporary Islamophobia.

COLLEGE REPUBLICANS

J o n  s u s s M a n

College Republicans is a federation of student Republican 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�KDV�GR]HQV�RI�FKDSWHUV�RQ�FROOHJH�DQG�
university campuses across the nation. The College Repub-
lican National Committee is the youth arm of the Republi-
can Party and assists the party in its initiatives at the local, 
state, and federal level;395  it is distinct from the larger 
<RXQJ�5HSXEOLFDQ�1DWLRQDO�)HGHUDWLRQ��ZKLFK�DOVR�LQFOXGHV�
young professionals. 

Formed in the early twentieth century, the popularity 
and number of College Republicans chapters exploded in 
WKH�����V�DIWHU�WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�5RQDOG�5HDJDQ��$�UHPDUNDEOH�
number of operatives in the Republican Party and the conser-
vative movement have passed through the College Repub-
OLFDQV��LQFOXGLQJ�.DUO�5RYH��/HH�$WZDWHU��*URYHU�1RUTXLVW��
5LFN�6DQWRUXP��DQG�-DFN�$EUDPRŀ��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV�WKH�&RO-
lege Republicans have also vastly expanded their fundraising 
HŀRUWV��UDLVLQJ�PRUH�WKDQ�����PLOOLRQ�LQ������396

One of the more controversial initiatives that the College 
5HSXEOLFDQV�KDYH�XQGHUWDNHQ�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�LV�õ,VODPR�
)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�ö�7KH�,VODPR�)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�
:HHN��,)$:���RUJDQL]HG�E\�WKH�7HUURULVP�$ZDUHQHVV�3URMHFW�
RI�WKH�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�)UHHGRP�&HQWHU�>VHH�UHODWHG�SURŁOH@��
was intended to be an annual event, although it seems to 
KDYH�ODUJHO\�Ł]]OHG�RXW�VLQFH�LWV�SHDN�LQ������DQG������ZKHQ�
it was observed on over a hundred U.S. campuses. According 
WR�WKH�7HUURULVP�$ZDUHQHVV�3URMHFW��7$3���WKH�WHUURULVW�DW-
WDFNV�RI�6HSWHPEHU����������ZHUH�SHUIRUPHG�E\�õD�YDVW�JOREDO�
QHWZRUN�RI�UHOLJLRXV�IDQDWLFV�ZKR�KDYH�GHFODUHG�+RO\�:DU�
on the United States and the West and, as part of their Jihad, 
pronounced a death sentence on every man, woman and 
FKLOG�OLYLQJ�LQ�RXU�ERUGHUV�ö397 TAP suggests that this global 
fundamentalist Muslim group is encouraged by American 
öSDVVLYLW\�ö�GHŁQHG�DV�DQ\WKLQJ�OHVV�WKDQ�WRWDO�PLOLWDU\�DQG�
civilian engagement with the threat of “Islamic terror at-
WDFNV�ö�,)$:�LV�PHDQW�WR�SURYH�WKDW�WKLV�DQWL�:HVWHUQ�PRYH-
PHQW�H[LVWV�LQ�D�VWDEOH�DQG�UHFRJQL]DEOH�IRUP�DV�õ,VODPR�)DV-
FLVPö�DQG�WKDW�GLVSDUDWH�0XVOLP�JURXSV��LQFOXGLQJ�+DPDV��
+H]EROODK��DQG�WKH�,UDQLDQ�JRYHUQPHQW��DUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�
genocidal agenda. 

College Republicans groups have been involved in spon-
VRULQJ�WKH�HYHQW�DQG�KRVWLQJ�VHYHUDO�KLJK�SURŁOH�VSHDNHUV��
0DQ\�FRQVHUYDWLYH�ŁJXUHV�KDYH�KHDGOLQHG�DW�WKHVH�HYHQWV��
LQFOXGLQJ�+RURZLW]��$QQ�&RXOWHU��DQG�5LFN�6DQWRUXP��7KH\�
KDYH�DOVR�KRVWHG�ŁOP�VFUHHQLQJV�VXFK�DV�Obsession: Radical 
Islam’s War Against the West. Not unexpectedly, events held 
for the IFAW have inspired voluminous counterprotest and 
indignation on campuses nationwide. This appears to have 
EHHQ�SDUWO\�E\�GHVLJQ��RUJDQL]HU�+RURZLW]�DUJXHV�WKDW�KH�
wants to challenge political correctness, and to challenge 
university environments that are awash in leftist opinion 
WR�WKH�SRLQW�RI�FRQVSLUDF\�DJDLQVW�FRQVHUYDWLYHV��õ7KH�OHIW�
has all these political activists pretending to be professors 
at the universities, who help them...A large section of the 
OLEHUDO�DUWV�FRPPXQLW\�DUH�UHDOO\�MXVW�SROLWLFDO�RSHUDWLYHV�ö398  



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 90  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

Muslim, antiracist, and antiwar student groups have held 
FRPSHWLQJ�HYHQWV�VXFK�DV�,VODP�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�DQG�:HHN�
of Tolerance and Respect.

,)$:�UHOLHV�RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�UHFRJQL]DEOH�WKHPHV��,W�SRU-
WUD\V�WKH�:HVW�DQG�,VODP�DV�XQLWDU\��GLVWLQFW�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�LQ�
DQ�HSLF�EDWWOH�IRU�VXUYLYDO��$V�PXFK�DV�WKH�:HHNòV�VSRNHVSHR-
SOH�DUH�FDUHIXO�WR�PDNH�D�GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�öUDGLFDO�,VODPö�
DQG�õPRGHUDWH�,VODP�ö�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�HYHQW�DQG�LWV�QDWLRQDO�
rhetoric imply that Muslims as a group are responsible for 
terrorism. This perception is bolstered by the assertion that 
the Muslim Students Association, a national federation of 
0XVOLP�VWXGHQW�JURXSV��RSHUDWHV�D�õVWHDOWK�MLKDGö�RQ�FDP-
SXVHV�LQ�FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG�399  These 
SUHVXPDEO\�GHVWUXFWLYH�JURXSV�DUH�MRLQHG�E\�õWKH�DFDGHPLF�
OHIW�ö�D�ŁIWK�FROXPQ�JRDGHG�E\�SROLWLFDO�FRUUHFWQHVV�WR�õFUH-
DWH�V\PSDWK\�IRU�WKH�HQHP\�DQG�WR�ŁJKW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�UDOOLHV�
$PHULFDQV�WR�GHIHQG�WKHPVHOYHV�ö400  This is an example of 
õFRXQWHUVXEYHUVLRQ�ö�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�VRPH�UDGLFDO�JURXSV�DUH�
attempting to subvert a community (college students) from 
WKH�LQVLGH��DQG�RQO\�D�FRQFHUWHG�HŀRUW�E\�SDWULRWV�FDQ�WXUQ�
the tide. 

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�WKDW�WKH�RUJDQL]HUV�RI�,)$:�GHFU\�SROLWL-
cal correctness they also argue that they are motivated by 
the human rights violations of women and sexual minorities 
in Muslim countries. Not only does this erase the agency of 
0XVOLP�ZRPHQ�DQG�TXHHU�SHUVRQV��LW�LV�DOVR�DQ�H[DPSOH�RI�
õSLQNZDVKLQJ�ö�WKH�XVH�RI�ZRPHQ�DQG�JD\�FRQFHUQV�WR�VKLHOG�
the real intentions of a political campaign—in this instance, 
encouraging hatred against Muslims.

HILLEL FOUNDATION FOR JEWISH 
CAMPUS LIFE

r u t h  a B r a M s

Hillel has been in existence since 1923 and provides Jewish 
programming at 550 universities in North America. The in-
WHUQDWLRQDO�+LOOHO�RŃFH�LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&��VHUYHV�FDPSXVHV�
LQ�WKH�8�6��DQG�&DQDGD��DQG�KDV�RŃFHV�LQ�,VUDHO��PDLQO\�WR�
serve North American students. On many campuses a local 
Hillel House or Jewish center is a space for Jewish religious 
services, holiday celebrations, and Jewish cultural life. The 
PLVVLRQ�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�WR�SURPRWH�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWVò�
HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�-HZLVK�OLIH��ZLWK�D�EURDG�GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�
that means, including participation in religious and cultural 
activities. Individual Hillel Houses have their own mission 
VWDWHPHQWV��DOO�RI�ZKLFK�UHłHFW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQòV�FRPPLW-
ment to fostering Jewish identity and engagement.

On college campuses with relatively large Jewish popula-
tions where Hillel has a building or student center, Hillel pro-
vides many of the Jewish experiences available in a moder-
DWH�VL]HG�FLW\��7KH\�PD\�SURYLGH�NRVKHU�GLQLQJ�RSWLRQV�IRU�DOO�
PHDOV�RU�IRU�MXVW�6DEEDWK�DQG�RU�-HZLVK�KROLGD\V��GHSHQGLQJ�
on the population of observant Jews on the campus. If there 
are many Jews on campus, Hillel may house Orthodox, Re-
form, Conservative, and Reconstructionist denominational 

prayer options. On campuses with smaller Jewish popula-
tions, Hillel may host a single Jewish prayer service that must 
PHHW�WKH�QHHGV�RI�VWXGHQWV�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�EDFNJURXQGV��

,Q�DGGLWLRQ�WR�UHOLJLRXV�SURJUDPPLQJ��+LOOHOV�DOVR�RŀHU�
FXOWXUDO�H[SHULHQFHV�OLNH�-HZLVK�FKRUDO�VLQJLQJ��WKHDWHU��RU�
GDQFH��7KH\�PD\�FR�VSRQVRU�VSHDNHUV�DQG�KRVW�FRQFHUWV�RU�
other cultural events. This is part of Hillel’s internal goals, 
WR�EH�õD�YDOXDEOH�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�FDPSXV�FRPPXQLW\ö�E\�
creating programming that’s accessible to every student. [See 
+LOOHOòV�6WDQGDUGV�RI�([FHOOHQFH�GRFXPHQW��OLQNHG�KHUH�@

,Q�WKH�ODVW�GHFDGH�+LOOHO�KDV�EHHQ�HPSKDVL]LQJ�VRFLDO�
MXVWLFH�DQG�FKDULWDEOH�SURJUDPV��VRPH�VWXGHQW�IRXQGHG��
OLNH�&KDOODK�IRU�+XQJHU��DQG�VRPH�LQLWLDWHG�E\�+LOOHO�RQ�WKH�
ORFDO�RU�QDWLRQDO�OHYHO��VXFK�DV�WKH�$OWHUQDWLYH�6SULQJ�%UHDN��
7KH�$OWHUQDWLYH�6SULQJ�%UHDN�LGHD�VWDUWHG�DW�LQGLYLGXDO�+LOOHO�
FKDSWHUV�LQ������DQG�ZDV�DGRSWHG�E\�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RŃFH�
in 2005 when the Hillel Foundation sent students to aid in 
WKH�UHFRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�1HZ�2UOHDQV�DIWHU�+XUULFDQH�.DWULQD��
+LOOHO�PDNHV�PRVW�RI�LWV�SURJUDPV�DYDLODEOH�WR�QRQ�-HZLVK�
students who want to participate; each year there is a small 
SRSXODWLRQ�RI�QRQ�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�FKRRVH�WR�MRLQ�+LOOHOòV�
$OWHUQDWLYH�6SULQJ�%UHDN��

Hillel may also house student branches of Jewish chari-
WDEOH�RU�SROLWLFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��VXFK�DV�WKH�&RDOLWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
Environment and Jewish Life, the Joint Distribution Commit-
tee, Rabbis for Human Rights, or the American Israel Public 
$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH��+LOOHO�PDLQWDLQV�D�IXOO�DOSKDEHWLFDO�OLVW�RI�
partner agencies that may have rooms in the Hillel building 
RU�ZRUN�ZLWK�+LOOHO�RQ�YDULRXV�FDPSXVHV��7KLV�YDULHV�IURP�
campus to campus—a chaplain at Rutgers Hillel explained 
that her Hillel doesn’t house partner agency groups.

On campuses with small Jewish populations, Hillel 
provides funding for Jewish life through the Soref Intiative. 
This initiative includes leadership development for students 
and faculty founding their own Jewish groups on campus and 
grants funding to support programs.

+LOOHO�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�D�VWURQJ�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�IRFXV�RQ�
FRPEDWLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP��$V�-Hŀ�5XELQ��+LOOHOòV�DVVRFLDWH�YLFH�
president for communications explains, Hillels deal with 
antisemitism on campus from a pastoral perspective—Hillel 
SURIHVVLRQDOV�DUH�WUDLQHG�LQ�VRFLDO�ZRUN��7R�D�OLPLWHG�GHJUHH�
Hillel also deals with antisemitism from a policy perspective. 
Hillel did co-sponsor a manual on “Fighting Holocaust Denial 
LQ�&DPSXV�1HZVSDSHU�$GYHUWLVHPHQWVö�EXW�GRHVQòW�OLQN�WR�LW�
on the Hillel website. When it does discuss antisemitism in 
SXEOLF��+LOOHO�XVHV�WKH�GUDIW�(XURSHDQ�(80&�GHŁQLWLRQ��7KLV�
GUDIW�GHŁQLWLRQ�ZDV�DGRSWHG�ZLWKRXW�SXEOLF�GLVFXVVLRQ�RU�
&RQJUHVVLRQDO�RYHUVLJKW�E\�WKH�8�6��6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW�ö401

7KRXJK�DQWLVHPLWLVP�LV�QRW�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�IRFXV�SHU�
se, Hillel professionals and student leaders invariably are 
called on to respond to antisemitism on campuses. As Rabbi 
Esther Reed, Associate Director at Rutgers Hillel, put it, “Hil-
lel sees itself as the Jewish address on campus. Our mission 
LVQòW�ŁJKWLQJ�DQWL�6HPLWLVP�RQ�FDPSXV��:H�DUHQòW�D�ZDWFK-
dog group, we are the home address for the Jewish communi-
W\�ö�$V�PDQ\�FDPSXVHVò�PRVW�YLVLEOH�-HZLVK�SUHVHQFH��+LOOHO�
DQG�LWV�VWDŀ�RQ�VRPH�FDPSXVHV�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�ŁUVW�UHVSRQGHUV�
to antisemitic incidents and even targets of such incidents 
themselves. 

For example, in December 2010, an employee of Indiana 
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8QLYHUVLW\�YDQGDOL]HG�+LOOHO�DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�+DVLGLF�-HZLVK�
RXWUHDFK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�&KDEDG�DQG�WKH�-XGDLF�6WXGLHV�GHSDUW-
PHQW��7KH�+LOOHO�GLUHFWRU�ZDV�TXRWHG�LQ�ORFDO�QHZVSDSHUV�DQG�
by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency reassuring students and 
parents about the safety of the campus for Jewish students. 
In March 2010, Wisconsin University Hillel responded to the 
student newspaper’s inclusion of a Holocaust denial adver-
WLVHPHQW�ZLWK�D�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�DQG�D�SDQHO�RQ�MRXUQDOLVWLF�
ethics.402��,Q�������XQLGHQWLŁHG�DWWDFNHUV�WKUHZ�WZR�0RORWRY�
FRFNWDLOV�LQWR�WKH�DSDUWPHQW�RI�D�%URZQ�+LOOHO�VWDŀHU��ZKR�
was also a representative of the Jewish Agency for Israel. (The 
LQFHQGLDU\�GHYLFHV�GLG�QRW�H[SORGH�DQG�WKH�VWDŀ�PHPEHU�ZDV�
not harmed.)

/LNH�PDQ\�RWKHU�PDLQVWUHDP�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�
1RUWK�$PHULFD��+LOOHO�ZRUNV�RQ�WKH�LPSOLFLW�DVVXPSWLRQ�
that Jews are safer in an environment where there is general 
WROHUDQFH�IRU�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�GLŀHUHQFH��7KRXJK�5XELQ�
explains that Islamophobia isn’t something Hillel deals with 
on a consistent basis, outreach to Muslim students is part of 
+LOOHOòV�RYHUDOO�HŀRUWV�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�QRQ�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�
WKURXJK�WKHLU�SURJUDPV��6RPH�+LOOHOV�KDYH�UHJXODU�MRLQW�
SURJUDPPLQJ�ZLWK�0XVOLP�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�
MRLQW�,IWDU�GLQQHUV�WR�EUHDN�WKH�IDVW�GXULQJ�5DPDGDQ��,Q�UH-
cent years, there were many of these programs when Rama-
GDQ�RYHUODSSHG�ZLWK�WKH�PDMRU�-HZLVK�KROLGD\V�LQ�WKH�IDOO��VR�
Jewish and Muslim students could exploit the similarities in 
WKH�KROLGD\V�DQG�HYHQ�VKDUH�DQ�HYHQLQJ�PHDO�WR�EUHDN�WKH�IDVW�
RQ�<RP�.LSSXU��2Q�VRPH�FDPSXVHV��+LOOHOòV�NRVKHU�GLQLQJ�
halls are an option for Muslim students observing halal rules. 
At the University of Pennsylvania, University of Michigan, 
and other campuses, local Hillels have created Alternative 
6SULQJ�%UHDN�SURJUDPPLQJ�DV�D�MRLQW�YHQWXUH�ZLWK�0XVOLP�
VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�ZLWK�RWKHU�UHOLJLRXV�VWXGHQW�RUJD-
QL]DWLRQV�DV�ZHOO�

Rabbi Reed described how, when Westboro Baptist 
&KXUFK�FDPH�WR�SLFNHW�5XWJHUV�+LOOHO��VKH�DQG�KHU�VWXGHQW�
OHDGHUV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�RUJDQL]H�D�ODUJH�FRXQWHUSURWHVW�WKDW�LQ-
cluded the participation of many non-Jewish allies. Westboro 
%DSWLVW�&KXUFK��:%&��LV�D�VPDOO�LQGHSHQGHQW�FKXUFK�NQRZQ�
IRU�SLFNHWLQJ�IXQHUDOV�DQG�JD\�DQG�OHVELDQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
in recent years, they have begun traveling the country to 
SLFNHW�V\QDJRJXHV�DQG�RWKHU�-HZLVK�LQVWLWXWLRQV�403  Some 
estimated the number of students demonstrating against the 
six WBC members at a thousand.404  Forming alliances with 
non-Jewish groups resulted in a demonstration of solidarity. 
7KRXJK�PDQ\�-HZLVK�LQVWLWXWLRQV�FKRVH�QRW�WR�DFNQRZOHGJH�
the hateful messages of WBC, several Hillels have chosen the 
vehicle of counterprotest as a positive expression of inter-
faith solidarity, celebration of diversity and LGBT students, 
and Jewish pride.

North American Hillel has a new program called Fac-
ing Change to support Jewish undergraduates who want to 
coordinate student-led programs with those of non-Jewish 
student groups. One of the goals of the program is to pro-
mote civil discourse. The program piloted in academic year 
����ï������NLFNLQJ�Rŀ�ZLWK�D�:DVKLQJWRQ�FRQIHUHQFH�WKDW�
LQFOXGHG�VSHHFKHV�E\�PDQ\�ZHOO�NQRZQ�OHDGHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�
Eboo Patel. [See related article.]405

Hillel’s emphasis on civility in the Facing Change program 
is an artifact of a particular facet of Jewish life on campus, 

the discussion of the State of Israel, and the rights of Pales-
tinians. Hillel’s role in these discussions has been complex. 
Hillel is committed to supporting Israel and to “provid[ing] 
every Jewish student with the opportunity to explore and 
EXLOG�DQ�HQGXULQJ�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�,VUDHO�ö�+LOOHO�ZDV�RQH�
RI�WKH�ŁUVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WR�WDNH�DGYDQWDJH�RI�WKH�%LUWKULJKW�
,VUDHO�IXQGV�IRU�VHQGLQJ�-HZLVK�FROOHJH�VWXGHQWV�RQ�ŁUVW�WLPH�
trips to Israel. At the same time, Hillel sees itself as a big tent 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZHOFRPLQJ�WR�DOO�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�RSHQ�WR�
non-Jewish students interested in its programs. One slogan 
Hillel has used to articulate its commitment to both Israel 
and ideological diversity is “Wherever we stand, we stand 
ZLWK�,VUDHO�ö�

In a new set of Guidelines for Campus Israel Activities, 
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�H[SUHVVHV�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�SROLWLFDO�SOXUDO-
LVP�ZHOFRPLQJ�D�õGLYHUVLW\�RI�VWXGHQW�SHUVSHFWLYHV�ö406  At 
the same time, these guidelines set limits on who can partner 
with or be housed by its member local Hillel houses. It explic-
LWO\�H[FOXGHV�JURXSV�DQG�VSHDNHUV�WKDW�

ú�'HQ\�WKH�ULJKW�RI�,VUDHO�WR�H[LVW�DV�D�-HZLVK�DQG�GHPR-
cratic state with secure and recognized borders;

ú�'HOHJLWLPL]H��GHPRQL]H��RU�DSSO\�D�GRXEOH�VWDQGDUG�
to Israel;

ú�6XSSRUW�ER\FRWW�RI��GLYHVWPHQW�IURP��RU�VDQFWLRQV�
against the State of Israel;

ú�([KLELW�D�SDWWHUQ�RI�GLVUXSWLYH�EHKDYLRU�WRZDUGV�
campus events or guest speakers or foster an atmo-
sphere of incivility.

As the movement for Boycott, Divestment, and Sanction 
has extended its reach to include some Jewish peace groups, 
this has meant that several university Hillels have excluded 
Jewish peace groups from the umbrella of Hillel even when 
those groups consider themselves pro-Israel. 

Within the Jewish community, Hillel’s policy on who can 
DQG�FDQQRW�VSHDN�RQ�,VUDHO�IRU�+LOOHO�LV�IUDXJKW��7KHUH�LV�QR�
SROLF\�WKDW�ZLOO�QRW�DWWUDFW�FULWLFLVP�IURP�VRPH�TXDUWHU��&XU-
rent Hillel policy draws a clear line between the groups Hillel 
will partner with and house, and those it will exclude, yet it 
KDV�VWLOO�DWWUDFWHG�FULWLFLVP�IRU�EHLQJ�LQVXŃFLHQWO\�VXSSRUW-
ive of Israel.407 This same policy has meant excluding some 
groups that might have previously been part of Hillel. Most 
UHFHQWO\��ZKHQ�%UDQGHLV�+LOOHO�YRWHG�WR�H[FOXGH�-HZLVK�9RLFH�
for Peace, some segments of the Jewish community were 
critical of the exclusion.408

In addition to the national policy, there is a lot of varia-
WLRQ�RQ�LQGLYLGXDO�FDPSXVHV�LQ�KRZ�+LOOHO�VWDŀ�DQG�VWXGHQWV�
deal with discussions of Israel and the rights of Palestinians. 
7R�WKH�H[WHQW�WKDW�GLVFXVVLRQV�RI�3DOHVWLQH�DQG�,VUDHO�DUH�łDVK�
points for the rehearsal of classical antisemitic tropes as well 
as Islamophobic language and imagery, Hillel’s position 
on Israel is important, but because of the structure of the 
RUJDQL]DWLRQ��LW�LV�QRW�D�VLQJOH��HDVLO\�VXPPDUL]DEOH�SRVLWLRQ��
+LOOHO�VWULYHV�WR�EH�D�ELJ�WHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VR�WKDW�LW�FDQ�VHUYH�
the diverse needs of Jewish students and, at the same time, it 
allows local chapters a degree of autonomy.
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OHJDO�HŀRUW�WR�VKXW�GRZQ�õ$PHULFDQ�ŁQDQFLQJ�IRU�WHUURULVW�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ö412  Defense lawyers told the 
MXU\�WKDW�WKHLU�FOLHQWV�GLG�QRW�VXSSRUW�WHUURULVP��EXW�SURYLGHG�
OHJLWLPDWH�DLG�SURJUDPV�IRU�SRYHUW\�VWULFNHQ�3DOHVWLQLDQV��
The HLF may have given monies to Hamas, but that was be-
IRUH�������SULRU�WR�LWV�GHVLJQDWLRQ�DV�D�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
7UHDVXU\�RŃFLDOV�FRQFHGHG�WKDW�D�õVXEVWDQWLDO�DPRXQWö�RI�WKH�
money raised by the foundation went to worthy causes, but 
argued that nonetheless, HLF’s primary purpose had been to 
VXEVLGL]H�+DPDV�

7KH�ŁUVW�FULPLQDO�WULDO�EURXJKW�DJDLQVW�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�
LQ������GHDGORFNHG�DQG�ZDV�GHFODUHG�D�PLVWULDO��7KH�MXU\�
LQ�WKH������UHWULDO�IRXQG�WKH�+/)�JXLOW\�RQ�DOO�����FKDUJHV��
including conspiracy to provide material support to a foreign 
WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�SURYLGLQJ�PDWHULDO�VXSSRUW�WR�D�
foreign terrorist.413

During legal discovery, a 1991 memorandum surfaced 
allegedly laying out the Muslim Brotherhood’s “plan for 
FRQTXHULQJ�$PHULFD�ö414  An appendix to that memorandum 
OLVWHG����8�6��EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DV�WKH�%URWKHUKRRGòV�
õIULHQGVö�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD��WKH�OLVW�LQFOXGHG�WKH�,61$��06$��
the Council on American-Islamic Relations, and the Muslim 
American Society.415  Based on this document, prosecutors 
named the ISNA, as well as the Council on American-Islamic 
Relations (CAIR) and the North American Islamic Trust, as 
unindicted co-conspirators in the case; the list of unindicted 
FR�FRQVSLUDWRUV�LQFOXGHG�PRUH�WKDQ�����RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�
individuals.416

The unindicted co-conspirator label is a legal designation 
WKDW��ZKLOH�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�LQGLYLGXDOV�DUH�QRW�IRU-
mally charged, is used for pragmatic considerations, and evi-
dentiary concerns. According to the United States Attorneys’ 
Manual, federal prosecutors generally should not identify 
unindicted co-conspirators.417

ISNA’s inclusion on the list of unindicted co-conspirators 
in the HLF case has allowed for myriad theories about the 
ISNA’s connection to the Muslim Brotherhood and its pre-
VXPHG�VHFUHW�SODQ�WR�WDNH�RYHU�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�JRYHUQPHQW��
7KH�,61$�YHKHPHQWO\�UHMHFWV�WKHVH�WKHRULHV��VD\LQJ��õ,61$�
LV�QRW�QRZ�QRU�KDV�LW�HYHU�EHHQ�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�FRQWURO�RI�DQ\�
RWKHU�GRPHVWLF�RU�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�LQFOXGLQJ�WKH�
0XVOLP�%URWKHUKRRG�ö

,61$�H[SODLQHG�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�WKLV�ZD\�

ISNA has always maintained an open, collaborative 
working relationship with government at all lev-
els, and was very disturbed in May [2007] when 
the Department of Justice named ISNA on a list of 
“unindicted co-conspirators”  in the federal terrorism 
prosecution of the Holy Land Foundation for Relief 
and Development. ISNA has engaged legal counsel 
to protect its rights and maintain its organizational 
integrity and credibility by immediate removal of ISNA 
from this list. We understand that ISNA is not a target 
in this prosecution or any pending investigation, and 
that the listing of ISNA was not to imply that ISNA 
was part of a criminal conspiracy or that it acted with 
any criminal intent, but rather, it was a legal tactic 
to permit the government to seek the admission of 

ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF NORTH AMERICA

M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

The Islamic Society of North America  is an independent 
XPEUHOOD�,VODPLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�DLPV�WR�EHWWHU�WKH�0XVOLP�
community through its commitment “to freedom, to eradi-
FDWLQJ�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�WR�FUHDWLQJ�D�VRFLHW\�ZKHUH�0XVOLPV�FDQ�
live peacefully and prosper alongside other Americans from 
DOO�ZDONV�RI�OLIH�DQG�GLYHUVH�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�IDLWK�ö�$FFHSWHG�E\�
PDQ\�QRQ�0XVOLP�DJHQFLHV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��WKH�,VODPLF�
Society of North America (ISNA) is considered by many as the 
primary voice of Islam in the United States.409

ISNA developed out of the original Muslim Student 
$VVRFLDWLRQ�>VHH�SURŁOH@�IRUPHG�DW�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�,OOLQRLV�DW�
Urbana-Champaign. Following the establishment of the na-
tional Muslim Student Association (MSA) in 1963, it became 
clear that many international Muslim students served by the 
MSA would not be returning to their home countries. There 
EHFDPH�D�QHHG�IRU�D�QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�ZRXOG�EH�GLV-
tinct and separate from the MSA, to cater to Muslims living 
as a minority in the United States and Canada. In 1975 a large 
KHDGTXDUWHUV�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�3ODLQYLOOH��,QGLDQD��LW�ZRXOG�FRPH�
WR�EH�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�QRZ�NQRZQ�DV�WKH�,VODPLF�6RFLHW\�RI�
North America.410

:KLOH�PDQ\�FRQVLGHU�WKH�XPEUHOOD�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WR�VSHDN�
ZLWK�DQ�DXWKHQWLF�0XVOLP�$PHULFDQ�YRLFH��VRPH�FULWLFL]H�
WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�IRU�D�WHQGHQF\�WR�HQIRUFH�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�
UHOLJLRXV�SKLORVRSK\�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�DGHTXDWHO\�DGDSW�WR�WKH�
needs of its current constituency. Detractors point to ISNA’s 
õ:RPHQ�IULHQGO\�0RVTXHö�EURFKXUH�DQG�D�ODFN�RI�ZRPHQ�RQ�
the ISNA’s board of directors. Proponents argue that diverse 
YRLFHV�DQG�UHTXHVWV�DUH�LQGHHG�EHLQJ�KHDUG��)RU�LQVWDQFH��
they note that there has been discussion about women’s 
LQYROYHPHQW�DW�WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQòV�
annual convention. 

:KLOH�PDQ\�PRVTXHV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�DŃOLDWHG�
with the ISNA, the ISNA does not enforce its policies on 
LQGLYLGXDO�PRVTXHV��,QGHHG��WKH�,61$�VD\V�LW�õSURPRWHV�D�
SOXUDOLVWLF�DSSURDFK�WR�WKH�GLYHUVLW\�RI�,VODP�ö�,W�LV�DQ�RULJLQDO�
signatory to the Amman Message, which calls for tolerance 
LQ�WKH�0XVOLP�ZRUOG�DQG�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�YDOLGLW\�RI�,VODPòV�
GLŀHUHQW�WKHRORJLFDO�DQG�OHJDO�VFKRROV��LQFOXGLQJ�6XQQLVP��
6KLLVP��DQG�6XŁVP�411

In the decade since September 11, 2001, the ISNA has 
come under heavy scrutiny. In 2001, the U.S. Treasury des-
ignated the Holy Land Foundation (HLF), once the largest Is-
ODPLF�FKDULW\�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��DV�D�WHUURULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
7KH�JRYHUQPHQW�FKDUJHG�ŁYH�OHDGHUV�RI�WKH�+RO\�/DQG�)RXQ-
GDWLRQ�ZLWK�ŁQDQFLQJ�WHUURULVP��VD\LQJ�WKDW�WKH�IRXQGDWLRQ�
VHQW�PRUH�WKDQ�����PLOOLRQ�WR�FKDULWDEOH�JURXSV��NQRZQ�DV�
]DNDW�FRPPLWWHHV��ZKLFK�EXLOG�KRVSLWDOV�DQG�IHHG�WKH�SRRU��
7KH�SURVHFXWLRQ�VDLG�WKHVH�]DNDW�FRPPLWWHHV�ZHUH�FRQWUROOHG�
by Hamas, the Palestinian political party designated as a ter-
URULVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�E\�WKH�8�6��JRYHUQPHQW��7KH�IRXQGDWLRQ��
the federal government claimed, contributed to terrorism by 
helping Hamas spread its ideology and recruit supporters. 
7KH�8�6��7UHDVXU\�'HSDUWPHQW�DQG�)%,�IUR]H�LWV�DVVHWV�LQ�D�
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evidence that would otherwise be excluded. ISNA is 
FRQŁGHQW�WKDW�LWV�QDPH�ZLOO�EH�UHPRYHG�IURP�WKH�OLVW�
so that the organization’s reputation is cleared. ISNA 
remains consistent in its rejection of terrorism and 
violence. ISNA rejects all acts of terrorism, including 
those perpetrated by Hamas, Hizbullah and any other 
group that claims Islam as their inspiration. ISNA has 
encouraged and continues to encourage a just and fair 
settlement of disputes between Israel, the Palestin-
ians and their neighbors through diplomacy and other 
peaceful means.

,Q�������WKH�,61$�UHOHDVHG�WKH�GRFXPHQW��õ7KH�7UXWK�
$ERXW�,61$��3DVW��3UHVHQW�	�)XWXUH�ö�ZKLFK�KLJKOLJKWV�FRDOL-
WLRQ�ZRUN��LWV�PRGHUDWH�SRVLWLRQ��DQG�LWV�SRVLWLRQ�RQ�WHUURU-
ism. The American Civil Liberties Union  and the American 
&LYLO�/LEHUWLHV�8QLRQ��$&/8��RI�7H[DV�ŁOHG�D�OHJDO�FKDOOHQJH�
to clear the ISNA and North American Islamic Trust’s being 
ODEHOHG�DV�õXQLQGLFWHG�FR�FRQVSLUDWRUV�ö�7KH�PRWLRQ�DUJXHG�
that the public branding of ISNA and NAIT as participants 
LQ�D�FULPLQDO�FRQVSLUDF\�YLRODWHV�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQVò�)LIWK�
Amendment rights.418 

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�VXPPHU������ZKHQ�WKH�3DUN���FRPPX-
QLW\�FHQWHU�VSXUUHG�KHDWHG�DQWL�0XVOLP�UKHWRULF�DQG�DWWDFNV��
ISNA met with Attorney General Eric Holder and other U.S. 
faith communities to address the upsurge in anti-Muslim 
rhetoric and hate crimes.419

MUSLIM STUDENT ASSOCIATION (MSA)

The Muslim Students Association of the United States and 
&DQDGD�LV�D�QRQSURŁW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KHOSV�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�
establish and maintain local Muslim Students Association 
chapters. Established in 1963 at the University of Illinois in 
Urbana-Champaign, Muslim Students Association of the Unit-
ed States and Canada (MSA National) now has more than 200 
chapters across the United States and Canada. These college 
and university chapters may go by other names such as the 
õ0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�8QLRQö�RU�õ,VODPLF�6WXGHQWVò�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ö

Originally, Muslim Students Association (MSA) member-
ship was restricted to men, and conversations and prayers 
were held exclusively in Arabic. Today the membership of 
MSA chapters is primarily comprised of North American-
born Muslims, and the chapters no longer exclude women. 
In fact, the president of MSA National for academic year 
����ï���ZDV�,PDQ�6HGLTXH��D�UHFHQW�IHPDOH�JUDGXDWH�RI�WKH�
University of Michigan at Ann Arbor. 

Today, MSA National is diverse in its viewpoints. Within 
chapters there is a range of practices and beliefs regarding 
issues such as co-ed mingling. According to its website, 
PVDQDWLRQDO�RUJ��DQG�WR�LWV�/LQN�SXEOLFDWLRQ��06$�1DWLRQDO�
DQG�LWV�FKDSWHU�DŃOLDWHV�DUH�GHYHORSLQJ�WLHV�ZLWK�ORFDO�
communities by encouraging interfaith understanding 
DQG�YROXQWHHULVP��6XFK�SURMHFWV�LQFOXGH�WKH�õ3HDFHû1RW�
3UHMXGLFH�&DPSDLJQ�ö�ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�IRVWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
on college campuses between students of all religions and 

UDFHV��,VODPLF�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN��ZKLFK�SURPRWHV�DZDUHQHVV�
and understanding of Islamic principles and ideas through 
D�YDULHW\�RI�UHVRXUFHV��DFWLYLWLHV��DQG�HYHQWV��3URMHFW�'RZQ-
WRZQ��D�YROXQWHHU�HŀRUW�WR�IHHG�WKH�KRPHOHVV�DQG�SRYHUW\�
VWULFNHQ��DQG�WKH�DQQXDO�5DPDGDQ�)DVW�D�WKRQ��D�IXQGUDLVHU�
to eradicate hunger and homelessness. 

06$�1DWLRQDO�KDV�D�WDVN�IRUFH�GHYRWHG�WR�SROLWLFDO�DFWLY-
ism, and MSA chapters across the country have engaged in 
SROLWLFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�DQG�GHEDWH�DURXQG�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�
FRQłLFW��,Q�������IROORZLQJ�WKH�-DQXDU\�DWWDFNV�RQ�*D]D�E\�
WKH�,VUDHO�'HIHQVH�)RUFHV��06$�PHPEHUV�MRLQHG�D�õ/HW�*D]D�
/LYHö�0DUFK�RQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��'�&���SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�D�1D-
WLRQDO�'D\�RI�)DVW�LQ�6ROLGDULW\�ZLWK�WKH�3HRSOH�RI�*D]D��DQG�
FRQWDFWHG�WKHLU�HOHFWHG�RŃFLDOV�WKURXJK�ZULWLQJ�DQG�FDOO�LQ�
FDPSDLJQV��06$�1DWLRQDOòV�RŃFLDO�VWDQFH�LV�WR�HQG�WKH�RF-
cupation in Palestine, and stresses a peaceful solution to the 
humanitarian crisis.

The national group is aware that emotions around 
these political circumstances often run high. In the Spring/
Summer 2009 Link�QHZVOHWWHU�PDJD]LQH��DQ�DUWLFOH�QRWHG��
“Human emotions are a natural reminder that we are in fact, 
human. When uncontrolled, we may have the tendency to be 
blinded and enraged. But when channeled and focused, they 
can be the greatest tools in any arsenal to change the world 
ZH�OLYH�LQ�ö

7KRVH�VWURQJ�IHHOLQJV�KDYH�UHVXOWHG�LQ�SXEOLF�FRQłLFW��
After Muslim Student Union (MSU) members disrupted a 
speech by Michael Oren, the Israeli Ambassador who was 
VSHDNLQJ�DW�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��,UYLQH�LQ�)HEUXDU\�������
XQLYHUVLW\�RŃFLDOV�UHFRPPHQGHG�VXVSHQGLQJ�WKH�068�IRU�
academic year 2010–2011. MSU protested, claiming repeat-
edly that the students protested on their own accord and 
QRW�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��1RQHWKHOHVV��8QLYHUVLW\�
of California, Irvine (UC Irvine) suspended the MSU for the 
Fall 2010 semester, contingent on its members completing 
����KRXUV�RI�FRPPXQLW\�VHUYLFH�DQG�SXW�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
on probation for the following two years. While critics have 
expressed fears that MSU chapters are fronts for terrorist 
RUJDQL]DWLRQV��FLWLQJ�DV�HYLGHQFH�WKH�PHPEHUVKLS�RI�RQH�RI�
MSU’s founders in the Muslim Brotherhood in 1963, MSU 
PHPEHUV�DUH�TXLFN�WR�FKDOOHQJH�WKDW�DVVHUWLRQ�DV�D�VPHDU�RQ�
D�SHDFHIXO�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�DUWLFXODWHV�LWV�PLVVLRQ�
RI�õQHWZRUNLQJ��HGXFDWLRQ��DQG�HPSRZHULQJ�WKH�VWXGHQWV�RI�
WRGD\�WR�EH�FLWL]HQV�RI�WRPRUURZòV�FRPPXQLW\�ö

YOUNG AMERICA’S FOUNDATION 

M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

<RXQJ�$PHULFDòV�)RXQGDWLRQ��<$)��LV�D�QDWLRQDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
which aims to bolster and advance a conservative agenda 
among young people at both the high school and college 
levels through a variety of outreach programs, including con-
ferences, seminars, educational materials, internships, and 
VSHDNLQJ�HQJDJHPHQWV��8QOLNH�WKH�&ROOHJH�5HSXEOLFDQV�>VHH�
DVVRFLDWHG�SURŁOH@��<$)�LV�QRW�D�FKDSWHU�EDVHG�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��
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though it does have its only chapter on the George Wash-
ington University campus. Noteworthy for its annual list of 
7RS����&RQVHUYDWLYH�&ROOHJHV��<$)�FLUFXODWHV�D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�
campus activism guide and has a membership rewards club. 
7KLV�õ����&OXEö�DOORZV�LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�EULQJ�<$)�SURJUDP-
PLQJ��HYHQWV��DQG�VSHDNHUV�WR�FDPSXV�WR�DFTXLUH�SRLQWV�DQG�
participate in special conferences and events.

,Q�������<$)�EHJDQ�LWV������1HYHU�)RUJHW�3URMHFW�420  Ac-
WLYLWLHV�LQFOXGHG�HUHFWLQJ�$PHULFDQ�łDJV�LQ�PHPRU\�RI�WKRVH�
NLOOHG�E\�WKH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV��KROGLQJ�D�PRPHQW�RI�VLOHQFH�
RU�SUD\HU�RQ�FDPSXV��DQG�EULQJLQJ�FRQVHUYDWLYH�VSHDNHUV�WR�
FDPSXV��<$)�DSSURYHG�VSHDNHUV�XQGHU�WKH�õ5DGLFDO�,VODPö�
WUDFN�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�'DYLG�+RURZLW]��1RQLH�'DUZLVK��5REHUW�
6SHQFHU��DQG�7RP�7DQFUHGR��<$)�DOVR�KDV�D�OHQJWK\�UHFRP-
PHQGHG�UHDGLQJ�OLVW��ZLWK�D�PLOLWDQW�,VODP�WUDFN��,WV�UHFRP-
PHQGDWLRQV�DUH�

Hatred’s Kingdom by Dore Gold 

Militant Islam Reaches America by Daniel Pipes

The Cube and the Cathedral by George Weigel

Islam Unveiled by Robert Spencer

The Politically Incorrect Guide to Islam  
by Robert Spencer

Al Qaeda’s Armies E\�-RQDWKDQ�6FKDQ]HU

PROFILES OF KEY INDIVIDUALS
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JEFFREY BLANKFORT

n a n  r u B i n

BACKGROUND & HISTORY
-HŀUH\�%ODQNIRUW�LV�D�VHOI�VW\OHG�0LGGOH�(DVW�DQDO\VW�ZKR�
IUHHODQFHV�LQ�SULQW�DQG�UDGLR��+H�ZULWHV�IUHTXHQWO\�DQG�LV�DQ�
RFFDVLRQDO�UDGLR�KRVW�RQ�FRPPXQLW\�UDGLR�VWDWLRQ�.=<;�LQ�
0HQGRFLQR��&DOLIRUQLD��DQG�RQ�.3)$��WKH�3DFLŁFD�łDJVKLS�
VWDWLRQ�VHUYLQJ�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�%D\�DUHD��%ODQNIRUW�HDUQHG�
D�PRGHVW�UHSXWDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�VL[WLHV�DV�D�SKRWRMRXUQDOLVW�DFWLYH�
LQ�WKH�DQWL�9LHWQDP�:DU�PRYHPHQW�DQG�DV�D�VXSSRUWHU�RI�WKH�
%ODFN�3DQWKHU�3DUW\��5DLVHG�LQ�D�QRQ�=LRQLVW�-HZLVK�IDP-
LO\��KH�KDV�EHHQ�D�PLOLWDQW�DQWL�=LRQLVW�DQG�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ�
activist since 1970, when he visited Jordan and Lebanon. In 
�����KH�FR�IRXQGHG�WKH�/DERU�&RPPLWWHH�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
DQG�VHUYHG�DV�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�TXDUWHUO\�SXEOLFDWLRQ�Middle East 
Labor Bulletin�IURP�����ï����

POSITIONS ON THE MIDDLE EAST
%ODQNIRUWòV�UHSXWDWLRQ�UHVWV�RQ�WKUHH�PDMRU�SRVLWLRQV�

Zionist/Jewish Conspiracies Controlling U.S. Policy
%ODQNIRUW�LV�D�FRQVLVWHQW��VWULGHQW��DQG�RXWVSRNHQ�YRLFH�
SURPRWLQJ�D�FRQVSLUDF\�RI�õ-HZLVK�DQG�=LRQLVW�OREELHVö�ZKR�
control U.S. policy in biased support of Israel and with hostil-
LW\�WRZDUG�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQ�FDXVH��$V�KH�KDV�ZULWWHQ��%ODQN-
IRUW�LGHQWLŁHV�WKH�,VUDHO�OREE\�DV�õPXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�$,3$&�
�$PHULFDQ�,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH�û�,WV�RWKHU�PRUH�
YLVLEOH�FRPSRQHQWV�DUH�WKH�ELJJHVW�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
the Anti-Defamation League, the American Jewish Commit-
tee, and the American Jewish Congress, but there are also  
D�QXPEHU�RI�RWKHUV���>OLNH@�WKH�H[WUHPH�ULJKW�ZLQJ�=LRQLVW�
2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD���$OO�RI�WKHVH�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�IRUP�
SDUW�RI�WKH�&RXQFLO�RI�3UHVLGHQWV�RI�0DMRU�-HZLVK�$PHULFDQ�
2UJDQL]DWLRQVû$W�WKH�JUDVV�URRWV�\RX�KDYH�KXQGUHGV�RI�ORFDO�
-HZLVK�IHGHUDWLRQV�DQG�FRXQFLOVû�:KLOH�QRW�RŃFLDOO\�SDUW�RI�
WKH�OREE\��VLQFH�WKH�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�,VUDHO�LQ�������WKH�$)/�
&,2�KDV�EHHQ�RQH�RI�LWV�PRVW�VROLG�FRUQHUVWRQHV�ö

)RU�PRUH�WKDQ����\HDUV��%ODQNIRUW�KDV�EHHQ�ZULWLQJ�HVVD\V�
ZLWK�WLWOHV�VXFK�DV�õ$Q�$FW�RI�&HQVRUVKLS��$PHULFDQ�/LEUDU\�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�%HFRPHV�$QRWKHU�,VUDHOL�2FFXSLHG�7HUULWRU\ö�
��������õ$)/�&,2�6WLOO�LQ�,VUDHOòV�3RFNHW"ö���������õ7KH�3UR�
,VUDHO�/REE\�DV�D�)LIWK�&ROXPQ�ZLWKLQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVö�
��������õ7KH�,QłXHQFH�RI�,VUDHO�DQG�LWV�$PHULFDQ�/REE\�RYHU�
86�0LGGOH�(DVW�3ROLF\�([SODLQHGö���������DQG�õ-RH�%LGHQ��,Q�
,VUDHOòV�6HUYLFHö��������

Being Spied on by the ADL 
%HFDXVH�RI�KLV�RXWVSRNHQ�DQWL�=LRQLVP�DQG�KRVWLOLW\�WRZDUGV�
,VUDHO��%ODQNIRUW�ZDV�D�WDUJHW�RI�D�ORFDO�VXUYHLOODQFH�RSHUDWLRQ�
by an investigator retained by the San Francisco branch of the 
Anti-Defamation League. In 1993, the San Francisco District 

$WWRUQH\òV�RŃFH�UHOHDVHG�D�VOHZ�RI�GRFXPHQWV�LPSOLFDWLQJ�
the local Anti-Defamation League (ADL) in an extensive 
HŀRUW�WR�VS\�RQ�DFWLYLVWV�ZKR�RSSRVHG�,VUDHOòV�SROLFLHV�LQ�WKH�
2FFXSLHG�:HVW�%DQN�DQG�*D]D��DQG�DOVR�LQGLYLGXDOV�RUJDQL]-
ing against the apartheid policies of the government of South 
Africa. The ADL agent then passed on information to both 
governments. Targets of the domestic surveillance included 
WKRXVDQGV�RI�$UDE�$PHULFDQV��ODERU�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�OLNH�
the San Francisco Labor Council, International Longshore 
:DUHKRXVH�8QLRQ�/RFDO�����DQG�WKH�2DNODQG�(GXFDWLRQDO�$V-
VRFLDWLRQ��DQG�FLYLO�ULJKWV�JURXSV�OLNH�WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLD-
tion for the Advancement of Colored Peoples, Irish Northern 
Aid, International Indian Treaty Council, and the Asian Law 
&DXFXV��$�ODZVXLW�ŁOHG�E\�D�QXPEHU�RI�WKHVH�WDUJHWV��LQFOXG-
LQJ�%ODQNIRUW�DQG�WZR�RI�KLV�FROOHDJXHV��ZDV�ŁQDOO\�VHWWOHG�
LQ�������7KH�SODLQWLŀV�UHFHLYHG���������HDFK��DQG�UHIXVHG�
to sign a non-disclosure agreement, leaving it open for them 
WR�WDON�DERXW�WKH�FDVH�DQG�LWV�RXWFRPH��7KLV�UHPDLQV�RQH�RI�
%ODQNIRUWòV�PDMRU�SROLWLFDO�WRSLFV�DQG�VXSSRUWV�KLV�WKHRU\�WKDW�
8�6��=LRQLVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�FRQWURO�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�LQ�VHUYLFH�WR�
Israel.

Challenging Chomsky and “Liberal Zionists”
%ODQNIRUW�LV�D�QRWHG�FULWLF�RI�1RDP�&KRPVN\�RYHU�ZKDW�KH�
FDOOV�&KRPVN\òV�õUHIXVDO�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�LQłXHQFH�RI�WKH�
=LRQLVW�/REE\�RYHU�8�6��0LGGOH�(DVW�SROLF\�ö�%ODQNIRUW�WDNHV�
WKH�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�&KRPVN\��WKH�0,7�OLQJXLVW�DQG�RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW�LQłXHQWLDO�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�FULWLFV�RQ�WKH�/HIW��GRZQSOD\V�
WKH�LQłXHQFH�DQG�LPSDFW�RI�$PHULFDòV�õ,VUDHO�/REE\�ö�,Q�
&KRPVN\òV�RSLQLRQ��WKH�SRZHU�RI�-HZLVK�LQłXHQFH�RQ�DGPLQ-
LVWUDWLRQ�GHFLVLRQ�PDNLQJ�LV�õRYHUHVWLPDWHG�ö�EXW�%ODQNIRUW�
LQVLVWV�WKDW�&KRPVN\�UHIXVHV�WR�DFFHSW�WKH�WUXH�UROH�RI�WKH�
õ,VUDHO�/REELHV�ö�EHFDXVH�KH�LV�V\PSDWKHWLF�WR�=LRQLVWV�DQG�
LV�SUR�,VUDHO��%ODQNIRUW�DOVR�FKDOOHQJHV�&KRPVN\�EHFDXVH�KH�
õGLVPLVVHV�WKH�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�UDLVHG�DERXW�
WKH�RŃFLDO�QDUUDWLYH�RI�WKH�%XVK�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�DWWDFN�
RQ�WKH�:RUOG�7UDGH�&HQWHU�ö

7R�%ODQNIRUW��VXSSRUW�IRU�3DOHVWLQLDQ�ULJKWV�LV�QRW�VXI-
ŁFLHQW��RQO\�DQ�RYHUW�UHMHFWLRQ�RI�DQ\�SRVLWLRQ�UHFRJQL]LQJ�
legitimate concerns of Israel or Israelis is acceptable. By 
H[WHQVLRQ��%ODQNIRUW�XVHV�WKLV�DUJXPHQW�WR�FRQGHPQ�WKH�
YDULRXV�SHDFH�JURXSV�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�ZKR�PRELOL]HG�DJDLQVW�
the many Gulf Wars for not including positions that clearly 
FDOOHG�IRU�WKH�HQG�RI�,VUDHO��EHFDXVH�WRR�PDQ\�=LRQLVWV�DQG�
Jews were involved in these movements. This position is laid 
RXW�LQ�KLV������HVVD\��õ7KH�,VUDHO�/REE\�DQG�WKH�/HIW��8QHDV\�
4XHVWLRQVö�DQG�HODERUDWHG�LQ�D������LQWHUYLHZ�õ7KH�$QWL�ZDU�
0RYHPHQW�+DV�)DLOHGö�ZKHUH�%ODQNIRUW�H[SOLFLWO\�VWDWHV�WKDW�
õWKH�ZDU�LQ�,UDT�ZDV�QRW�D�ZDU�IRU�RLO��EXW�ZDV�D�ZDU�FRQFHLYHG�
by the neo-cons and the pro-Israeli lobby in the United States 
WR�EHQHŁW�,VUDHOûö�$FFRUGLQJ�WR�%ODQNIRUW��WKH�DQWLZDU�
movement failed because of its inability to understand the 
LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKLV�OREE\�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�GLG�QRW�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�
RYHUZKHOPLQJ�LQłXHQFH�RI�=LRQLVWV�RQ�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SROLF\��

RECENT ACTIVITIES
%ODQNIRUW�DSSHDUV�WR�RSHUDWH�DORQH��+H�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�KLV�RZQ�
ZHEVLWH�RU�DQ\�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�RU�LQVWLWXWLRQDO�EDVH��DQG�KH�
GRHV�QRW�VHHP�WR�GR�PXFK�VSHDNLQJ�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��
+H�GRHV�PDLQWDLQ�DQ�õH[WHQVLYH�PDLOLQJ�OLVWö�WR�GLVWULEXWH�KLV�

PROFILES OF KEY INDIVIDUALS
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own articles, and something of a current bibliography exists 
RQ�WKH�ZHEVLWH�3DOHVWLQH��,QIRUPDWLRQ�ZLWK�3URYHQDQFH���
+LV�HVVD\V�DUH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�DQWLFDSLWDOLVW�PDJD]LQH�Left 
Curve��DQ�RFFDVLRQDO�õDUWLVW�SURGXFHG�MRXUQDO�WKDW�DGGUHVVHV�
the problem(s) of cultural forms emerging from the crises of 
modernity that strive to be independent from the control of 
GRPLQDQW�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�IUHH�IURP�WKH�VKDFNOHV�RI�LQVWUX-
PHQWDO�UDWLRQDOLW\�ö�DQG�KLV�ZULWLQJV�VKRZ�XS�ZLWK�VRPH�
IUHTXHQF\�LQ�$OH[DQGHU�&RFNEXUQòV�CounterPunch as well as a 
number of anthologies and anti-Israel and pro-Palestine web-
VLWHV��7RSLFV�LQFOXGH�FRQWLQXLQJ�DWWDFNV�RQ�&KRPVN\�DQG�WKH�
antiwar Left, ongoing exposure of the control of the “Israel 
/REELHV�ö�FULWLTXHV�RI�2EDPDòV�0LGGOH�(DVW�SROLFLHV��KLV�RZQ�
YLFWRU\�RYHU�WKH�KDWHG�=LRQLVW�$'/��DQG�FORVHO\�UHODWHG�WRSLFV��
In addition, numerous radio commentaries and podcasts are 
available, and there are a handful of videos, including a July 
2010 panel at the International Spy Museum in Washington, 
'�&��RQ�õ,VUDHOòV�1XFOHDU�$UVHQDO��(VSLRQDJH��2SDFLW\�DQG�
)XWXUHö�VSRQVRUHG�E\�7KH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�5HVHDUFK��0LGGOH�
Eastern Policy.

2QJRLQJ�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVWðWKH�,VUDHOL�DWWDFN�RQ�
*D]D��WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO�GHEDWH�RYHU�WKH�*ROGVWRQH�UHSRUW��
WKH�HOHFWLRQ�RI�%DUDFN�2EDPD�DQG�KLV�HŀRUWV�DW�GLSORPDF\�
EHWZHHQ�,VUDHOLV�DQG�3DOHVWLQLDQV��WKH�DWWHPSWV�WR�EUHDN�WKH�
*D]D�VHD�EORFNDGH�DQG�WKH�,VUDHOL�'HIHQVH�)RUFHV�DWWDFN�RQ�
the Mavi Marmara; the rise of Boycott, Divestment, Sanc-
tions campaigns on campus; and many related develop-
PHQWVðSURYLGH�SOHQW\�RI�JULVW�IRU�%ODQNIRUWòV�FRQVSLUDF\�
PLOO��%HFDXVH�RI�KLV�DWWDFNV�RQ�&KRPVN\�DQG�VLQJOH�PLQGHG�
analysis that lays all U.S. foreign policy positions on manipu-
ODWLRQ�E\�,VUDHO��%ODQNIRUW�DSSHDUV�VRPHZKDW�PDUJLQDOL]HG��
He seems to be embraced by a narrow sector of radical sectar-
LDQ�OHIWLVWV��EXW�QRQ�VHFWDULDQ�OHIWLVWV�DUH�VNHSWLFDO�DQG�WKH\�
IUHTXHQWO\�FKDOOHQJH�KLP�LQ�ZULWWHQ�DQG�YHUEDO�GHEDWHV�

Editor’s Note*: The Anti-Defamation League (ADL) notes its 
REMHFWLRQ�WR�WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�LWV�DFWLRQV�LQ�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
FRQWDLQHG�LQ�WKLV�SURŁOH��$'/�KDV�FRQWLQXRXVO\�PDLQWDLQHG�
that there was no misconduct on its part. Nonetheless, we 
VWDQG�E\�WKH�SURŁOH�DV�ZULWWHQ�E\�1DQ�5XELQ��,Q�������DXWKRU�
%HUOHW�DQG�MRXUQDOLVW�'HQQLV�.LQJ�ZURWH�DQ�RS�HG�LQ�WKH�New 
York Times�FULWLFL]LQJ�$'/�IRU�LWV�VXUYHLOODQFH�DFWLYLWLHV��,Q�D�
rare decision, the New York Times ran a response by ADL Na-
tional Director Abraham H. Foxman in the same edition on 
WKH�VDPH�SDJH��%HUOHW�DQG�.LQJ�ODWHU�H[SDQGHG�WKHLU�FULWLFLVP�
in an article in Tikkun Magazine. The Tikkun article fully sup-
ports the summary by Nan Rubin contained in this report.

ALAN DERSHOWITZ

n a n  r u B i n

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
$ODQ�0��'HUVKRZLW]��D�%URRNO\Q�QDWLYH��LV�WKH�)HOL[�)UDQN-
IXUWHU�3URIHVVRU�RI�/DZ�DW�+DUYDUG�/DZ�6FKRRO��'HUVKRZLW]�
JUDGXDWHG�IURP�%URRNO\Q�&ROOHJH�DQG�<DOH�/DZ�6FKRRO�DQG�

MRLQHG�WKH�+DUYDUG�/DZ�6FKRRO�IDFXOW\�DW�DJH�����RQH�RI�WKH�
\RXQJHVW�IDFXOW\�HYHU�KLUHG��DIWHU�FOHUNLQJ�IRU�-XGJH�'DYLG�
%D]HORQ�DQG�-XVWLFH�$UWKXU�*ROGEHUJ�

'HUVKRZLW]�LV�D�SRSXODU�SXQGLW�DQG�SXEOLF�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
ZKR�VSHDNV�RQ�PDQ\�WRSLFV��UDQJLQJ�IURP�KLVWRU\��SKLORVR-
phy, psychology, and literature, to mathematics, theology, 
PXVLF�DQG�VSRUWV��+H�LV�D�SUROLŁF�ZULWHU��ZLWK�KXQGUHGV�RI�
articles in such publications as the New York Times Maga-
zine, The Washington Post, The Wall Street Journal, The New 
Republic, The Nation, Commentary, Saturday Review, and The 
Harvard Law Review and Yale Law Journal, as well as syndicat-
ed columns in 50 daily newspapers and online for sites such 
as 7KH�+XŃQJWRQ�3RVW.

+H�LV�DXWKRU�RI����ERRNV��ERWK�ŁFWLRQ�DQG�QRQŁFWLRQ��
ZLWK�D�ZRUOGZLGH�DXGLHQFH�LQ�WKH�PLOOLRQV��1RQŁFWLRQ�WLWOHV�
LQFOXGH��7KH�&DVH�)RU�3HDFH��+RZ�WKH�$UDE�,VUDHOL�&RQłLFW�
Can be Resolved; Rights From Wrongs: A Secular Theory of the 
Origins of Rights; The Case for Israel; Blasphemy: How the Reli-
gious Right is Hijacking the Declaration of Independence; Why 
Terrorism Works; Shouting Fire; Letters to a Young Lawyer; Su-
preme Injustice and The Case For Moral Clarity: Israel, Hamas 
and Gaza��+LV�QRYHOV�LQFOXGH� The Advocate’s Devil and Just 
Revenge��'HUVKRZLW]�LV�DOVR�WKH�DXWKRU�RI�The Vanishing Amer-
ican Jew; Chutzpah (a #1 bestseller); and Reversal of Fortune 
�ZKLFK�ZDV�PDGH�LQWR�DQ�$FDGHP\�$ZDUG�ZLQQLQJ�ŁOP��

&RQVLGHUHG�DQ�RXWVSRNHQ�OLEHUDO�RQ�PDQ\�VRFLDO�LVVXHV��
'HUVKRZLW]�EXLOW�KLV�UHSXWDWLRQ�GHIHQGLQJ�SRUQRJUDSK\�DQG�
the First Amendment, and as a criminal attorney represent-
LQJ�XQSRSXODU�DQG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�ŁJXUHV��+LV�KLJK�SURŁOH�
FOLHQWV�KDYH�LQFOXGHG�1DWDQ��$QDWRO\��6KDUDQVN\��&ODXV�YRQ�
Bülow, O.J. Simpson, Patty Hearst, Harry Reems, Leona 
+HOPVOH\��0LFKDHO�0LONHQ��DQG�0LNH�7\VRQ��+H�FRQWLQXHV�WR�
UHSUHVHQW�LQGLJHQW�GHIHQGDQWV�DQG�WDNHV�KDOI�RI�KLV�FDVHV�SUR�
bono. 

DEFENDING ISRAEL
'HUVKRZLW]�KDV�ZULWWHQ�H[WHQVLYHO\�DERXW�KLV�H[SHULHQFHV�
as a Jew and his opinions about antisemitism, Israel, and 
anti-Israel Jews have engendered a great deal of controversy. 
The Case for Israel, published in 2003, was a series of essays 
aimed at identifying and then refuting some of the strongest 
accusations and myths about Israel, such as “Israel is the 
ñSULPHò�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�YLRODWRU�LQ�WKH�ZRUOGö�DQG�õ,VUDHO�LV�WKH�
FDXVH�RI�WKH�$UDEï,VUDHOL�FRQłLFW�ö�(DFK�FKDSWHU�SUHVHQWV�
õ7KH�$FFXVDWLRQ�ö�D�FRPPRQ�FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO��õ7KH�$FFXV-
HUV�ö�OLVWLQJ�TXRWHV�IURP�FULWLFV�VXSSRUWLQJ�WKH�DFFXVDWLRQ��
õ7KH�5HDOLW\�ö�SUHVHQWLQJ�D�VKRUW�VWDWHPHQW�FRQWUDGLFWLQJ�
WKH�DFFXVDWLRQ��DQG�õ7KH�3URRI�ö�UHYHDOLQJ�'HUVKRZLW]òV�RZQ�
YLHZSRLQW��$�GRFXPHQWDU\�ŁOP�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�ERRNðThe Case 
for IsraelðZDV��UHOHDVHG�LQ�������IHDWXULQJ�'HUVKRZLW]�DQG�
other prominent pro-Israel representatives.

2YHUDOO��WKH�ERRN�DVVHUWHG�ERWK�WKH�SUDFWLFDO�DQG�PRUDO�
MXVWLŁFDWLRQ�IRU�WKH�FRQWLQXHG�H[LVWHQFH�RI�,VUDHO�DV�WKH�-HZ-
LVK�VWDWH�DQG�GHPRQL]HG�RSSRVLWLRQ�YLHZV��(GZDUG�6DLGòV�DQG�
1RDP�&KRPVN\òV�LQ�SDUWLFXODU��7KH�KLVWRULFDO�UDWLRQDOH�LQ�WKH�
ERRN�ZDV�VWURQJO\�UHMHFWHG�E\�D�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�OLEHUDO�WR�OHIW�
scholars and critics, with the most serious challenge com-
LQJ�IURP�1RUPDQ�)LQNHOVWHLQ�>VHH�SURŁOH@��)LQNHOVWHLQòV�RZQ�
�����ERRN�Beyond Chutzpah: On the Misuse of Anti-Semitism 
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and the Abuse of History�ZDV�D�GLUHFW�DWWDFN�RQ�'HUVKRZLW]��
DOOXGLQJ�WR�WKH������ERRN�Chutzpah��LQ�ZKLFK�'HUVKRZLW]�
shared thoughts about discrimination against Jews and his 
own Jewish identity. 

After Beyond Chutzpah��'HUVKRZLW]�UHVSRQGHG�E\�ODEHOLQJ�
)LQNHOVWHLQ�õDQWLVHPLWLF�ö�D�õSVHXGR�VFKRODU�DQG�D�SURSDJDQ-
GLVWö�DQG�õD�FORZQ�ö�VXHG�WKH�SXEOLVKHU�DQG�DSSDUHQWO\�ZDV�
EHKLQG�D�VXFFHVVIXO�FDPSDLJQ�WKDW�UHVXOWHG�LQ�)LQNHOVWHLQòV�
being denied tenure at DePaul University. The hostility be-
tween them continues. 

'HUVKRZLW]�FRQWLQXHV�WR�ZULWH�DERXW�DQG�LGHQWLI\�õHQ-
HPLHV�RI�,VUDHO�ö�QDPLQJ�PDQ\�LQ�KLV������ERRN�The Case 
Against Israel’s Enemies: Exposing Jimmy Carter and Others 
Who Stand in the Way of Peace and singling out liberal Jews 
such as Michael Lerner, editor of widely-circulated liberal 
-HZLVK�PDJD]LQH�Tikkun��ZKRP�'HUVKRZLW]�KDV�õORQJ�FULWL-
FL]HG�IRU�VSHZLQJ�KDWUHG�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO�ö�

DEFENDING TORTURE 
)ROORZLQJ�WKH�6HSWHPEHU����������DWWDFNV��'HUVKRZLW]�EHJDQ�
raising the issue of legally permitting the use of torture if 
certain legal rules were in place. In 2002 he published an 
essay in the San Francisco Chronicle entitled “Want to Torture? 
*HW�D�:DUUDQWö�LQ�ZKLFK�KH�DUJXHG�WKDW��DOWKRXJK�SHUVRQ-
ally against the use of torture, he believed that authorities 
should be permitted to use non-lethal torture in emergency 
circumstances by means of special warrants. Circumstances 
should permit using torture on terrorism suspects if there is 
an “absolute need to obtain immediate information in order 
to save lives coupled with probable cause that the suspect had 
VXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LV�XQZLOOLQJ�WR�UHYHDO�LW�ö�+H�UHYLVLWHG�
this position in more detail in Shouting Fire: Civil Liberties 
in a Turbulent Age (2002) and brought it up again in Why 
Terrorism Works: Understanding the Threat, Responding to the 
Challenge (2003). 

A more comprehensive argument was made in Preemp-
tion: A Knife That Cuts Both Ways (2006), in which he sug-
JHVWHG�WKDW�UHOLJLRXV�]HDORWV�ZKR�õEHOLHYH�WKDW�WKHLU�PLVVLRQ�
KDV�EHHQ�RUGDLQHG�E\�*RG�û�PD\�EH�PRUH�GLŃFXOW�WR�GHWHU�
than those who base their calculations on earthly costs and 
EHQHŁWV�ö�8QDEOH�WR�LQłXHQFH�VXFK�LUUDWLRQDO�PRWLYHV�ZLWK�
deterrence, he argued that there are appropriate times when 
XVLQJ�WRUWXUHðZLWKLQ�D�OHJDO�IUDPHZRUNðLV�MXVWLŁDEOH�WR�
õSUHYHQW�IXWXUH�KDUPVö�E\�VXFK�JOREDO�DFWRUV�DV�WHUURULVWV��
As such, even a democratic society such as the United States 
FDQ�FRQVWUXFW�D�SKLORVRSK\�RI�õSUH�HPSWLRQö�WR�MXVWLI\�WRUWXUH�
when weighed against the greater public good of preventing 
violent and destructive actions.

This position on torture, tied as it is to fear of the violent 
actions of Muslim religious extremists, is consistent with 
'HUVKRZLW]òV�KRVWLOLW\�WR�HQHPLHV�RI�,VUDHO��EXW�FRQWUDGLFWV�KLV�
reputation as a political progressive who is a strong defender 
of First Amendment free speech rights. Apart from the moral 
DQG�OHJDO�TXHVWLRQV�'HUVKRZLW]�UDLVHV�LQ�WKHVH�HVVD\V��KLV�
torture-is-acceptable position triggered strong debates from 
both sides, in particular from liberals and progressives who 
VDZ�KLP�DV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�LQłXHQWLDO�OHJDO�VFKRODU�JLYLQJ�
credibility to a reprehensible and illegal practice. It also rein-
forced his standing as an uncritical supporter of Israel. 

RECENT ACTIVITIES 
'HUVKRZLW]�LV�D�SRSXODU�VSHDNHU�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�DV�D�
ŁHUFH�GHIHQGHU�RI�,VUDHO�DQG�RSSRQHQW�RI�DQWL�,VUDHO�IDFXOW\�
DQG�DFWLYLVWV��'HUVKRZLW]òV�FXUUHQW�WDUJHWV�DUH�WKH�FDPSXV�
based Boycott, Divest, Sanctions (BDS) campaigns, which 
FDOO�IRU�DFWLRQV�WR�EH�WDNHQ�DJDLQVW�,VUDHO�WR�VXSSRUW�HQGLQJ�
the occupation of Palestinian territories. He strongly opposes 
the positions promoted by Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions 
groups which he feels are “aided by radical anti-Israel pro-
IHVVRUVö�DQG�LQVWHDG�GHPDQGV�WKDW�D�EURDGHU�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�
Middle East be presented where Israel is not the sole player 
DQG�WKH�õUHDOö�YLOODLQV�LQ�WKH�UHJLRQ�DUH�+DPDV��6DXGL�$UDELD��
DQG�RWKHU�UDGLFDO�DQWL�=LRQLVW�HQWLWLHV��

'HUVKRZLW]�PDLQWDLQV�KLV�RZQ�ZHEVLWH��ZKLFK�IHDWXUHV�
FROXPQV��HVVD\V��FRPPHQWDULHV��UHYLHZV��ERRN�SURPR-
tions, bibliographies, and similar materials. In addition, 
D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�RWKHU�GRFXPHQWV��LQWHUYLHZV��FULWLTXHV��
articles, and videos from both supporters and critics are 
readily available.421  

NORMAN FINKELSTEIN 

n a n  r u B i n

HISTORY AND BACKGROUND
1RUPDQ�*DU\�)LQNHOVWHLQ�LV�DQ�$PHULFDQ�SROLWLFDO�VFLHQWLVW�
DQG�DXWKRU�ZKRVH�SULPDU\�ŁHOGV�RI�UHVHDUFK�DUH�WKH�,VUDHOL�
3DOHVWLQLDQ�FRQłLFW�DQG�WKH�SROLWLFV�RI�WKH�+RORFDXVW��+LV�
parents were both Holocaust survivors and he credits them 
with imparting his sense of “support for left-wing humanitar-
LDQ�FDXVHVö�DQG�PRUDO�RXWUDJH�DW�VXFK�HYHQWV�DV�WKH�9LHWQDP�
War. He is a graduate of Binghamton University and has a 
Ph.D. in Political Science from Princeton University. He has 
KDG�D�FKHFNHUHG�KLVWRU\�LQ�DFDGHPLD��KDYLQJ�KHOG�IDFXOW\�
SRVLWLRQV�DW�%URRNO\Q�&ROOHJH��5XWJHUV�8QLYHUVLW\��+XQWHU�
&ROOHJH��DQG�1HZ�<RUN�8QLYHUVLW\��0RVW�UHFHQWO\��KH�WDXJKW�
at DePaul University where he was an assistant professor 
IURP������WR�������EXW�OHIW�DPLG�D�PDMRU�VFDQGDO�VXUURXQG-
ing his denial of tenure.

)LQNHOVWHLQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HV�KLPVHOI�DV�DQ�õROG�IDVKLRQHG�
FRPPXQLVWö�ZKR�LV�D�õIRUHQVLF�VFKRODU�ö�$�SUROLŁF�ZULWHU��
FRPPHQWDWRU��DQG�VSHDNHU��KH�KDV�PDGH�KLV�UHSXWDWLRQ�E\�
VKDUSO\�FULWLFL]LQJ�D�QXPEHU�RI�SURPLQHQW�-HZLVK�ZULWHUV�DQG�
scholars whom he accuses of misrepresenting the historical 
record, challenging popular notions of the history of Israel 
and the occupation of Palestine, and of the representation 
RI�WKH�+RORFDXVW��+H�KDV�SURGXFHG�D�VWHDG\�VWUHDP�RI�ERRNV��
DUWLFOHV��OHFWXUHV��DQG�LQWHUYLHZV�UHłHFWLQJ�KLV�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�
these topics. Beginning with his doctoral thesis, his career 
KDV�EHHQ�PDUNHG�E\�FRQWURYHUV\�DQG�SXEOLF�ULYDOULHV��PRVW�
QRWDEO\�ZLWK�DWWRUQH\�$ODQ�'HUVKRZLW]��

CRITIQUE OF FROM TIME IMMEMORIAL
&RQWURYHUV\�EHJDQ�DV�HDUO\�DV�)LQNHOVWHLQòV�GRFWRUDO�WKHVLV��
ZKHUH�KH�FKDOOHQJHG�WKH�FODLPV�PDGH�LQ�-RDQ�3HWHUVòV������
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ERRN�From Time Immemorial: The Origins of the Arab-Jewish 
&RQłLFW�RYHU�3DOHVWLQH. Peters claimed that at the time Israel 
ZDV�FUHDWHG�LQ�������WKH�$UDEV�LQ�3DOHVWLQH�ZHUH�QRW�ORQJ�
WHUP�VXEMHFWV�RI�WKH�2WWRPDQ�(PSLUH��DV�ZDV�WKH�DFFHSWHG�
history of the time. Instead, she argued, waves of Arab im-
migrants actually arrived much later, in the 19th century and 
through the period of the British Mandate. Peters concluded 
that the picture of a native Palestinian population over-
whelmed by Jewish immigration was little more than propa-
JDQGD�GHVFULELQJ�WZR�DOPRVW�VLPXOWDQHRXV�ZDYHV�RI�=LRQLVW�
Jewish settlers and Palestinian immigrants who arrived at the 
same time in what had been a relatively empty land. 

)LQNHOVWHLQòV�GLVVHUWDWLRQ�DFFXVHG�WKH�ERRN�RI�EHLQJ�QRWK-
ing other than fraudulent history. He challenged enthusias-
WLF�UHYLHZV�RI�WKH�ERRN�DQG�LPPHGLDWHO\�HDUQHG�WKH�VXVSL-
FLRQ�RI�EHLQJ�DQWL�,VUDHO��(YHQ�VR��E\������VXFK�UHFRJQL]HG�
H[SHUWV�LQ�WKH�ŁHOG�DV�<HKRVKXD�3RUDWK��3URIHVVRU�(PHULWXV�
of Middle East History at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, 
ZHUH�FDOOLQJ�WKH�3HWHUVòV�ERRN�õVKHHU�IRUJHU\ö�DQG�VXSSRUWLQJ�
)LQNHOVWHLQòV�SRVLWLRQ��

EXPOSING THE “HOLOCAUST INDUSTRY” 
)LQNHOVWHLQòV�ERRN�7KH�+RORFDXVW�,QGXVWU\��5HłHFWLRQV�RQ�WKH�
([SORLWDWLRQ�RI�-HZLVK�6XŀHULQJ, published in 2000, reinforced 
KLV�UHSXWDWLRQ�DV�D�SXEOLF�DQWL�=LRQLVW�DQG�WR�VRPH��DQ�DQWLVH-
PLWLF�õVHOI�KDWLQJ�-HZ�ö�

7KH�ERRN�DUJXHV�WKDW�WKH�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�
H[SORLWV�WKH�PHPRU\�RI�WKH�1D]L�+RORFDXVW�IRU�SROLWLFDO�DQG�
ŁQDQFLDO�JDLQ�DQG�WR�IXUWKHU�WKH�LQWHUHVWV�RI�,VUDHO��7KLV�õ+R-
ORFDXVW�LQGXVWU\�ö�KH�VD\V��KDV�FRUUXSWHG�-HZLVK�FXOWXUH�DQG�
the authentic memory of the Holocaust (as embodied by both 
KLV�SDUHQWV��E\�FDVWLQJ�,VUDHO�DV�D�SHUSHWXDO�õYLFWLP�VWDWHö�
GHVSLWH�LWV�PLOLWDUL]DWLRQ�DQG�SRRU�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�UHFRUG��
)LQNHOVWHLQ�DOVR�DFFXVHV�WKH�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�HVWDEOLVKPHQW�
RI�IXQGLQJ�D�EURDG�UDQJH�RI�TXHVWLRQDEOH�LQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�
LQGLYLGXDOV�ZKR�SURŁW�IURP�OHJDO�VHWWOHPHQWV�DQG�UHVWLWXWLRQ�
payments rather than passing funds directly to Holocaust 
survivors. In this context, he has provided a level of cred-
ibility to Holocaust deniers, such as David Irving, whom 
)LQNHOVWHLQ�VD\V�õVHUYH�D�JRRG�IXQFWLRQ�LQ�VRFLHW\ö�DV�D�õGHYLOòV�
DGYRFDWH�ö

7KH�ERRN�ZDV�D�EHVWVHOOHU�LQ�(XURSH��WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��
and Latin America and was translated into 16 languages. 
However, it was panned in the United States, where critics 
charged that it was poorly researched and allowed others to 
H[SORLW�WKH�+RORFDXVW�IRU�DQWLVHPLWLF�SXUSRVHV��)LQNHOVWHLQ�
did have among his supporters Raul Hilberg, considered by 
many to be the founder of Holocaust studies, who agreed 
WKDW�VXFK�H[SORLWDWLRQ�H[LVWV�DQG�VDLG�RI�)LQNHOVWHLQ��õKLV�
conclusions are trustworthy ... and [he] has come up with the 
ULJKW�UHVXOWV�ö

BEYOND CHUTZPAH: TAKING ON ALAN DERSHOWITZ 
AND THE CASE FOR ISRAEL
,Q�������$ODQ�'HUVKRZLW]�SXEOLVKHG�The Case for Israel, a 
ERRN�SUHVHQWLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�HVVD\V�RQ�ZKDW�KH�LGHQWLŁHG�
as the most common accusations and myths about Israel, 
rebutting them chapter by chapter. Shortly after publication, 
)LQNHOVWHLQ�GHULGHG�LW�DV�õD�FROOHFWLRQ�RI�IUDXG��IDOVLŁFDWLRQ��

SODJLDULVP��DQG�QRQVHQVH�ö�DQG�EDVHG�RQ�H[WHQVLYH�SDVVDJHV�
WDNHQ�IURP�RWKHU�ZULWHUV�LQFOXGLQJ�-RDQ�3HWHUV��+H�SXEOLFO\�
repeated the plagiarism charge when both he and Dershow-
LW]�DSSHDUHG�RQ�D�OLYH�UDGLR�GHEDWH�RQ�õ'HPRFUDF\�1RZ��ö�
(OHQD�.DJDQ��WKHQ�GHDQ�RI�+DUYDUG�/DZ�6FKRRO��DVNHG�IRUPHU�
+DUYDUG�SUHVLGHQW�'HUHN�%RN�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�SODJLDULVP�
FKDUJH��'HUVKRZLW]�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�H[RQHUDWHG�

7R�FRXQWHU�ZKDW�KH�FRQVLGHUHG�'HUVKRZLW]òV�XQVXSSRUW-
able claim that Israel had an excellent human rights record, 
)LQNHOVWHLQ�SXEOLVKHG�Beyond Chutzpah: On the Misuse of 
Anti-Semitism and the Abuse of History LQ�������,Q�WKLV�ERRN�
KH�DQDO\]HV�õ7KH�1RW�6R�1HZ�ñ1HZ�$QWL�6HPLWLVP�òö�DUJX-
LQJ�WKDW�D�õQHZ�DQWL�6HPLWLVPö�ZDV�LQYHQWHG�E\�VXSSRUWHUV�RI�
Israel to brand any serious criticism of Israel’s human rights 
abuses as antisemitism and provide a cover for that country’s 
expansionistic policies in the Palestinian territories. He also 
HODERUDWHG�KLV�FKDUJHV�RI�SODJLDULVP�DJDLQVW�'HUVKRZLW]��ZKR�
retaliated with a lawsuit against the publisher, University of 
California Press, that was eventually dropped.

BEING DENIED TENURE BY DEPAUL UNIVERSITY
In early 2007 DePaul’s political science department voted 
WR�DZDUG�)LQNHOVWHLQ�WHQXUH��EXW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�%RDUG�RQ�
3URPRWLRQ�DQG�7HQXUH�UHMHFWHG�KLV�ELG�DQG�SODFHG�KLP�RQ�
DGPLQLVWUDWLYH�OHDYH�IRU�WKH�����ï�����DFDGHPLF�\HDU��$W�
the same time, the university also denied tenure to Assistant 
Professor of International Studies Mehrene Larudee, a strong 
)LQNHOVWHLQ�VXSSRUWHU��GHVSLWH�XQDQLPRXV�VXSSRUW�IURP�KHU�
department. 

'HUVKRZLW]�KDG�RSHQO\�DGPLWWHG�WKDW�KH�VWURQJO\�OREELHG�
IDFXOW\��DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��DQG�RWKHUV�WR�GHUDLO�)LQNHOVWHLQòV�
WHQXUH�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQ��$Q�RŃFLDO�VWDWHPHQW�IURP�'H3DXO�
SUDLVHG�)LQNHOVWHLQ�DV�D�VFKRODU�DQG�RXWVWDQGLQJ�WHDFKHU�EXW�
strongly defended the tenure decision, stating that outside 
LQłXHQFH�SOD\HG�QR�SDUW��7KH�LQFLGHQW�VSDUNHG�ZHHNV�RI�VWX-
dent protests supporting the two faculty members, support 
IURP�'H3DXOòV�)DFXOW\�&RXQFLO��DQG�D�łXUU\�RI�OHWWHUV�IURP�
DFDGHPLF�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�7KH�$PHULFDQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�
of University Professors, which stated, “It is entirely illegiti-
mate for a university to deny tenure to a professor out of fear 
that his published research … might hurt a college’s reputa-
WLRQ�ö�%\�6HSWHPEHU������)LQNHOVWHLQ�KDG�UHVLJQHG��IHDULQJ�
WKDW�DV�D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�õEODFNOLVWLQJö�KH�ZRXOG�EH�õEDUUHG�IURP�
HYHU�HQWHULQJ�D�FROOHJH�FODVVURRP�DJDLQ�ö

RECENT ACTIVITIES
)LQNHOVWHLQ�PDLQWDLQV�KLV�RZQ�RŃFLDO�ZHEVLWHðZLWK�KLV�
VSHDNLQJ�VFKHGXOH�DQG�D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�OLVW�RI�SXEOLFDWLRQV��
YLGHR�DQG�DXGLR�PDWHULDOV��UHYLHZV��FULWLTXHV��DQG�FRU-
UHVSRQGHQFH�WR�DQG�DERXW�KLP��+H�LV�D�SUROLŁF�ZULWHU�ZKR�
continues to turn out a stream of materials; his most recent 
ERRN�LV�Knowing Too Much:  Why the American Jewish Romance 
with Israel Is Coming to an End.�$�GRFXPHQWDU\�ŁOP�DERXW�
him—American Radical: the Trials of Norman Finkelstein—was 
released in 2009. 

%HFDXVH�RI�WKH�IHXG�EHWZHHQ�WKHP��)LQNHOVWHLQ�SUHVHQWV�
himself as a David against the Goliath academic heavy-
ZHLJKW�'HUVKRZLW]��+H�LV�LQ�GHPDQG�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�
by pro-Palestinian groups, both for his consistent defense of 
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3DOHVWLQLDQ�LQGHSHQGHQFH�DQG�DQWL�=LRQLVW�FULWLTXH�RI�,VUDHOL�
SROLF\��DQG�IRU�WKH�PHVV\�SURFHVV�WKDW�DSSDUHQWO\�NLOOHG�KLV�
tenure bid and made him a martyr in the hostile campaign 
DJDLQVW�KLP�E\�'HUVKRZLW]��$W�KLV�SXEOLF�HYHQWV��KH�RIWHQ�
IDFHV�SUR�,VUDHO�SURWHVWHUV�DQG�KLV�VSHDNLQJ�HQJDJHPHQWV�DUH�
IUHTXHQWO\�FDQFHOOHG��

0RVW�UHFHQWO\��PDWHULDO�SRVWHG�RQ�)LQNHOVWHLQòV�ZHEVLWH�
SOD\HG�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�UROH�LQ�D�GHEDWH�DURXQG�WKH�JUDQWLQJ�RI�DQ�
KRQRUDU\�GHJUHH�WR�3XOLW]HU�3UL]H�ZLQQLQJ�SOD\ZULJKW�7RQ\�
.XVKQHU��,Q�0D\�������D�WUXVWHH�RI�WKH�&LW\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ�
<RUN��-HŀUH\�:LHVHQIHOG��VDLG�WKDW�.XVKQHU�KDG�GLVSDUDJHG�
WKH�6WDWH�RI�,VUDHO��DQ�DVVHUWLRQ�KH�VDLG�FDPH�IURP�)LQNHO-
VWHLQòV�ZHEVLWH��DQG�REMHFWHG�WR�WKH�&LW\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ�
<RUNòV��&81<��SURSRVDO�WKDW�.XVKQHU�EH�JUDQWHG�DQ�KRQRUDU\�
degree.422

.XVKQHU��ZKR�LV�-HZLVK�DQG�RQ�WKH�DGYLVRU\�ERDUG�RI�-HZ-
LVK�9RLFH�IRU�3HDFH��VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDV�õGLVPD\HG�E\�WKH�YLFLRXV�
DWWDFN�DQG�ZKROHVDOH�GLVWRUWLRQ�RI�P\�EHOLHIV�ö�+H�DUJXHG�
WKDW�ZKLOH�KH�KDV�FULWLFL]HG�,VUDHOL�SROLFLHV��KH�KDV�QHYHU�VXS-
ported a boycott of Israel, believes in Israel’s right to exist, 
and in a “negotiated conclusion to the Palestinian-Israeli cri-
VLV�ö423��,Q�WKH�HQVXLQJ�IXURU��&81<�KDG�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�D�SXEOLF�
UHODWLRQV�VFDQGDO�DQG�WKH�WUXVWHHVò�GHFLVLRQ�WR�WDEOH�.XVKQHUòV�
nomination was reversed with chair Benno Schmidt call-
LQJ�LW�õD�PLVWDNH�RI�SULQFLSOH��DQG�QRW�PHUHO\�RI�SROLF\�ö�7KH�
incident led to claims of intolerance and restrictions on the 
exercise of free speech all around.

DAVID HOROWITZ

Pa M  C h a M B e r l a i n

With material from the Free Exchange on Campus Coalition, and 
Campus Progress, a project of the Center for American Progress, 
used with permission.424

([�OHIWLVW�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�LV�FXUUHQWO\�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�
infamous conservative critics of American universities. A 
SUROLŁF�ZULWHU�RI�ERRNV��RS�HGV�DQG�EORJ�SRVWLQJV��DQ�DFWLYH�
DQG�FRQWURYHUVLDO�SXEOLF�OHFWXUHU��DQG�D�VNLOOHG�DQG�GRJJHG�
GHEDWHU��KLV�ZRUN�LV�UHJXODUO\�SRVWHG�RQ�KLV�ZHEVLWHV�ZZZ�
IURQWSDJHPDJ�FRP�DQG�ZZZ�GLVFRYHUWKHQHWZRUN�RUJ��

+RURZLW]�VSHQW�KLV�FROOHJH�\HDUV�LQ�WKH�ODWH�����V�DW�
Columbia University, where he was involved in American 
&RPPXQLVW�SROLWLFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��+H�ZHQW�RQ�WR�UHFHLYH�
KLV�0DVWHUòV�GHJUHH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\��
+H�KDV�VDLG�WKDW�KLV�SROLWLFV�FKDQJHG�õZKHQ�WKH�%ODFN�3DQ-
WKHUV�PXUGHUHG�P\�IULHQG�%HWW\�9DQ�3DWWHU�LQ�������,�KDYH�
described this event, along with the transformation of my 
politics at length in Radical Son�ö�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������

%\������+RURZLW]�KDG�ODXQFKHG�DQ�DVVDXOW�DJDLQVW�KLV�
erstwhile leftward compatriots, whom he now calls “vio-
lently, fervently committed to their unholy war to tear down 
American democracy and replace it with their version—an 
$PHULFDQL]HG�YHUVLRQðRI�FRPPXQLVP�ö425   In 1992 he 

co-founded Heterodoxy��D�PDJD]LQH�ZKRVH�PLVVLRQ�ZDV�WR�
H[SRVH�FDPSXV�õSROLWLFDO�FRUUHFWQHVV�ö�,Q������ZLWK�FRQVHU-
vative philanthropic funding, he and a long-time collabora-
WRU�3HWHU�&ROOLHU�HVWDEOLVKHG�7KH�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�)UHHGRP�
Center.

,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��+RURZLW]òV�FRQFHUQV�ZLWK�UDFLDO�ULJKWV�
and the representation of the history of slavery have 
morphed into a focus on supposed liberal bias on college 
FDPSXVHV�WKURXJK�KLV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�6WXGHQWV�IRU�$FDGHPLF�
Freedom (SAF), which he founded in 2003 and which 
FODLPHG�QHDUO\�����FKDSWHUV�MXVW�WZR�\HDUV�ODWHU��6WXGHQWV�
IRU�$FDGHPLF�)UHHGRP�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�HQMRLQHG�WR�XQFRYHU�
political bias on the part of individual faculty members and 
report incidents to SAF, which in turn would mount intense 
PHGLD�FDPSDLJQV�DJDLQVW�VSHFLŁF�IDFXOW\�PHPEHUV��

+RURZLW]�DQG�RWKHUV�OLNH�KLP�KDYH�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�D�FDP-
pus climate where some students feel their teachers are fair 
JDPH�IRU�DG�KRPLQHP�DWWDFNV��7KH�DWWDFNV�KDYH�EHHQ�VNLOO-
IXOO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�D�IHZ�PDMRU�IUDPHV�WKDW�UHPDLQ�EDUHO\�DO-
WHUHG�RYHU�GHFDGHV��RXU�FROOHJHV�DUH�RQ�WKH�GHFOLQH�EHFDXVH�RI�
WKH�/HIWòV�LQłXHQFH��SURWHFWLQJ�KLJKHU�HGXFDWLRQ�LV�DOO�DERXW�
IUHHGRP��+RURZLW]�KDV�EHHQ�QRWRULRXV�LQ�FUDIWLQJ�D�VHULHV�RI�
campus-based campaigns, from calling for a student bill of 
rights on campus to trying to enact what he calls “Academic 
%LOO�RI�5LJKWVö�OHJLVODWLRQ�DW�WKH�VWDWH�DQG�QDWLRQDO�OHYHOV��DQ�
attempt which has been considered, and failed to pass, in 24 
states. Calling for such an Academic Bill of Rights is both re-
dundant and misleading, as most colleges already have rules 
ensuring political and other types of free expression. 

+RURZLW]�KDV�LPSOLHG�WKDW�SURJUHVVLYHV��ZKRP�KH�VRPH-
WLPHV�FDOOV�õFDPSXV�IDVFLVWVö���ZKR�DUH�QRW�LQ�DJUHHPHQW�ZLWK�
him, are aligned with radical Islamist terrorists. In 2005, for 
H[DPSOH��ZKLOH�VSHDNLQJ�DW�&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\��KH�SDVVHG�
RXW�D�SDPSKOHW�WKDW�ERUH�D�SLFWXUH�RI�1RDP�&KRPVN\�ZLWK�D�
turban and beard, under the heading, “The Ayatollah of Anti-
$PHULFDQ�+DWH�ö�/DWHU�KH�ZRXOG�DUJXH��õ,�KDYH�QHYHU�FDOOHG�
IRU�&KRPVN\�WR�EH�ŁUHG�RU�WR�EH�EDUUHG�IURP�FODVVURRPV��,�
wrote a pamphlet showing what an ass he is. How is this anti-
GLYHUVLW\"ö�426

,Q�������+RURZLW]�SXEOLVKHG�The Professors: The 101 
Most Dangerous Academics in America, charging academics 
with indoctrinating students with leftist and radical politi-
cal views and implicitly attempting to create a McCarthyish 
EODFNOLVW�RI�OLEHUDO�SURIHVVRUV��7KH�)UHH�([FKDQJH�RQ�&DP-
SXV�&RDOLWLRQ�DQDO\]HG�WKH�ERRN�ZLWK�D�UHSRUW�FDOOHG�õ)DFWV�
&RXQWö�ZKHUH�WKH�DXWKRUV�QRWHG�

Mr. Horowitz’s research is sloppy in the extreme and, 
ZH�EHOLHYH��PDQLSXODWHG�WR�ŁW�KLV�DUJXPHQWV��0U��
Horowitz’s book is characterized by inaccuracies, dis-
tortions, and manipulations of fact—including false 
statements, mischaracterizations of professors’ views, 
broad claims unsupported by facts and selective omis-
VLRQV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�GRHV�QRW�ŁW�KLV�DUJXPHQW�427

:KLOH�+RURZLW]òV�WKHPDWLF�FRQFHUQV�UDQJH�IURP�IHPL-
nism to colonial studies, he has made strong claims regard-
LQJ�ERWK�ZKDW�KH�VHHV�DV�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�DQWL�=LRQLVP�RQ�
FDPSXV�DQG�DV�LQVXŃFLHQW�DWWHQWLRQ�RU�DSSUHFLDWLRQ�RI�D�
radical Muslim threat against American and Jewish interests. 
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)RU�H[DPSOH��õ)DFWV�&RXQWö�DVNHG�3URIHVVRU�%HWWLQD�$S-
WKHNHU�RI�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��6DQWD�&UX]�WR�UHVSRQG�
WR�+RURZLW]òV�FODLP�WKDW�VKH�õDXWKRUHG�DQ�DUWLFOH�LQ�The Wave 
pledging support for Palestinian terrorists, whom she euphe-
PLVWLFDOO\�GHVFULEHG�DV�ñDQWLRFFXSDWLRQ�DFWLYLVWV�òö�3URIHVVRU�
$SWKHNHU�UHVSRQGHG��õ,�KDYH�QHYHU��HYHU�VXSSRUWHG�RU�FDOOHG�
for the support of terrorists, Palestinian or otherwise. The 
UHIHUHQFH�TXRWHG�ZDV�QRW�WR�3DOHVWLQLDQV�EXW�WR�,VUDHOLV�DFWLYH�
LQ�WKH�HŀRUW�WR�HQG�WKH�RFFXSDWLRQ�RI�3DOHVWLQLDQ�WHUULWRULHV�ö

,Q�DQRWKHU�H[DPSOH��õ)DFWV�&RXQWö�FRPSDUHG�+RURZLW]òV�
Islamophobic assertion with the evidence he, himself, had 
SURYLGHG�WR�EDFN�KLV�FODLP�

Mr. Horowitz quotes Professor Mark Ensalaco as say-
ing, “‘I see that our student are angry and hurt about 
what happened in New York and Washington [regard-
ing the 9/11 attacks], and as important as it is for us 
to promote learning here at the University, I think it’s 
also important to promote tolerance.’” Mr. Horowitz 
then writes, “By tolerance, Professor Ensalaco meant 
tolerance for those who appear to be America’s en-
emies.” […] Mr. Horowitz goes on to claim, “Professor 
Ensalaco regards the United States as responsible for 
the 9/11 attacks on itself.” 

Mr. Horowitz bases this claim on this quote from Pro-
fessor Ensalaco: “I’d like our students to understand 
the historical context of the attitudes that caused the 
attacks. If the students understand the complexities 
involved, perhaps they’ll avoid the conception that all 
people of Islam or all Arabs are terrorists.” Mr. Horow-
itz seems to provide no evidence, other than his own 
interpretation, that what Professor Ensalaco actually 
meant is that the United States is “responsible for the 
9/11 attacks on itself.”

Three years later, the Free Exchange on Campus Coali-
WLRQ��)(&&��IROORZHG�XS�ZLWK�õ)DFWV�6WLOO�&RXQW�ö�,W�DUJXHG�
WKDW�KLV�ERRN�One Party Classroom, coauthored with Jacob 
/DVNLQ��ZKR�ZRXOG�ODWHU�SRVW�KLV�RZQ�UHIXWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�)(&&�
reports428), repeated many of the same methodological errors 
and ideological biases.429 

Extraordinary claims require extraordinary evidence, 
evidence derived using recognized and rational meth-
RGV�WKDW�FDQ�EH�UHSOLFDWHG�DQG�YHULŁHG��,Q�One-Party 
Classroom, David Horowitz does not meet even 
minimal standards for sound research methodology (as 
outlined in our document, 7KH�õ)DFXOW\�%LDVö�6WXG-
LHV��6FLHQFH�RU�3URSDJDQGD. He presents an unrepre-
sentative sampling of institutions, departments and 
courses in higher education. Upon that shaky founda-
tion, Horowitz then plugs in distorted and inaccurate 
data, and makes a series of logical leaps that would 
make any reader, much less an academic researcher, 
cringe.

7KH�DXWKRUV�SRLQW�WR�HUURUV��GHOLEHUDWH�PLVTXRWDWLRQV��
and outright fabrications in the case of University of Cali-

IRUQLD��6DQWD�&UX]��8&�6DQWD�&UX]��3URIHVVRU�%UXFH�/DUNLQ��
/DUNLQ�WHDFKHV�D�FRXUVH�FDOOHG�õ7KH�3ROLWLFV�RI�WKH�:DU�RQ�
7HUURULVP�ö�H[DFWO\�WKH�NLQG�RI�FRXUVH�OLVWLQJ�WKDW�FRXOG�KDYH�
EHHQ�H[SHFWHG�WR�LQłDPH�+RURZLW]òV�LPDJLQDWLRQ��+RURZLW]�
did not disappoint. 

'HVSLWH�+RURZLW]òV�DVVHUWLRQV�WR�WKH�FRQWUDU\��/DUNLQ�KDG�
QHYHU�GHQLHG�WKDW�DO�4DHGD�SODQQHG�WKH�DWWDFNV�RI�6HSW������
What the actual syllabus said was something much more 
VXEWOH��DQG�DUJXDEO\�WKH�JHQXLQH�IRFXV�RI�+RURZLW]òV�LUH��

+RZ�GLG�%XVK�DQG�&KHQH\�EXLOG�WKH�ŁFWLRQ�WKDW�,UDT�
was a participant in the 9/11 attacks, raising a ques-
tion about what, if any, connections existed between 
Iraq and al-Qaeda before the U.S. invasion of Iraq.

1RWDEO\��WKH�ELJRWHG�LQWHUQHW�VLWH�MLKDGZDWFK�FRP��ZKLOH�
ZULWWHQ�SULPDULO\�E\�5REHUW�6SHQFHU�DQG�+XJK�)LW]JHUDOG��EXW�
QRW�FRQWDLQLQJ�DUWLFOHV�E\OLQHG�E\�+RURZLW]���LV�D�SURJUDP�RI�
WKH�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�)UHHGRP�&HQWHU�430

7KLV�SDWWHUQ�RI�LQłDPPDWRU\�VWDWHPHQWV�DQG�PLVUHSUH-
VHQWDWLRQV�KDV�FOHDU�VLJQLŁFDQFH�IRU�WKH�GHEDWH�RYHU�SROLF\�
GLŀHUHQFHV�UHJDUGLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�DV�WKH\�
DUH�GHEDWHG�RQ�FDPSXV��>6HH�UHODWHG�FDPSXV�SURŁOHV�IRU�
UHSRUWV�RQ�LQFLGHQWV�LQ�ZKLFK�+RURZLW]�KDV�EHHQ�LQYROYHG�@

AMIR ABDUL MALIK ALI

n a n  r u B i n

BACKGROUND: THE AS-SABIQUN MOVEMENT
$PLU�$EGXO�0DOLN�$OL�LV�D�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�$V�6DELTXQ�PRYH-
PHQW��DQ�$PHULFDQ�0XVOLP�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�XQGHU�WKH�OHDGHU-
ship of founder Imam Abdul Alim Musa. The name As-
6DELTXQ�LV�WUDQVODWHG�IURP�$UDELF�DV�õWKH�YDQJXDUG�ö�,W�DLPV�
WR�õHQDEOH�,VODP�WR�WDNH�FRPSOHWH�FRQWURO�RI�û�WKH�OLYHV�RI�
DOO�KXPDQ�EHLQJV�RQ�(DUWK�ö�7KH�JURXSòV�SDUDPRXQW�JRDO�LV�
the establishment of a modern Islamic state, or Caliphate, 
governed by shariah (Islamic law). 

Based on developing a model Islamic community and 
GHGLFDWHG�WR�HFRQRPLF�VHOI�VXŃFLHQF\��D�PDMRU�JRDO�RI�WKH�
RUJDQL]DWLRQ�LV�WR�EHFRPH�õRQH�RI�WKH�PDLQ�VXSSOLHUV�RI�
,VODPLF�ERRNV��PHGLD��IUDJUDQFHV��DQG�RWKHU�SURGXFWV�LQ�
WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ö�$QRWKHU�RUJDQL]DWLRQDO�JRDO�LQFOXGHV�
õXQFRPSURPLVLQJ�RXWVSRNHQQHVV�DJDLQVW�WKH�LQMXVWLFHV�
SHUSHWUDWHG�ORFDOO\�DQG�JOREDOO\�E\�=LRQLVWV�DQG�LPSHULDOLVWLF�
JRYHUQPHQWV�ö�7KH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�KDV�EUDQFKHV�LQ�2DNODQG��
Los Angeles, San Diego, Sacramento, and Philadelphia. Alim 
Musa, an African-American convert to Islam, is based in 
Washington. Although he is Sunni, he has been very visible 
and public in his support for the Islamic Republic of Iran and 
governance by their Shia supreme religious leaders. 

MASJID AL-ISLAM—THE OAKLAND MOSQUE
0DOLN�$OL�LV�WKH�KHDG�RI�0DVMLG�$O�,VODP��WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQòV�
PRVTXH�LQ�2DNODQG��$�GHYRWHG�DGPLUHU�RI�WKH�ODWH�0DOFROP�
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;��0DOLN�$OL�VWULYHV�WR�õGLUHFW�WKH�VRFLHW\�WRZDUG�,VODPLF�UHYR-
OXWLRQ�ö�0DOLN�$OL�LV�DOVR�SDUW�RI�WKH�$O�0DVMLG�PRYHPHQW��
which is dedicated to creating an Islamic revolution in the 
United States. “…We must implement Islam as a totality [in 
which] Allah controls every place—the home, the classroom, 
WKH�VFLHQFH�ODE��WKH�KDOOV�RI�&RQJUHVV�ö�

7KHRORJLFDOO\��0DOLN�$OL�SURPRWHV�WKH�SRVLWLRQ�RI�,VODP�DV�
a non-religion, the underlying argument being that Muslims 
PXVW�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�SROLWLFDO�OLIH�EHFDXVH�,VODP�LV�D�õGHHQö�RU�
õZD\�RI�OLIH�ö�+H�VKDUHV�WKLV�WKHVLV�ZLWK�RWKHUV�ZKR�GR�QRW�
FRQVLGHU�,VODP�WR�EH�D�UHOLJLRQ��EXW�UDWKHU�D�NLQG�RI�õSROLWLFDO�
DZDNHQLQJ�PRYHPHQW�ö�D�FRQFHSW�JDLQLQJ�DFFHSWDQFH�LQ�WKH�
Muslim world. He also focuses on distinctions and points of 
FRQłLFW�EHWZHHQ�,VODPLF�DQG�:HVWHUQ�ZRUOG�YLHZV��

7KH�PRVTXH�LWVHOI�KDV�D�VPDOO�FRPPXQLW\�DVVRFLDWHG�
with it. It operates a school and owns a few properties in the 
2DNODQG�QHLJKERUKRRG��EXW�LW�GRHV�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�EH�YHU\�ZHOO�
Rŀ�ŁQDQFLDOO\�DQG�LWV�EXLOGLQJ�LV�LQ�QHHG�RI�UHSDLU�

,Q�-XQH�������WKH�0DVMLG�VSRQVRUHG�D�IXQGUDLVHU�IRU�WKH�
,VODPLF�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�&RXQWHU�=LRQLVW�$PHULFDQ�3V\FKRORJLFDO�
Warfare, which seems to be a creation of Alim Musa, to “hap-
SLO\�ŁJKW�WKH�=LRQLVW�$PHULFDQ�PRQVWHU�ö�,PDP�0XVD�ZDV�
DOVR�WKH�IHDWXUHG�VSHDNHU��

+LV�WDON�WKDW�HYHQLQJ�ZDV�RQ�õ7KH�'H�,VUDHOL]DWLRQ�DQG�5H�
$IULFDQL]DWLRQ�RI�WKH�,VODPLF�0RYHPHQW�LQ�1RUWK�$PHULFD�ö�
Alim Musa’s position, highly critical of moderate Muslims, is 
WKDW�PDLQVWUHDP�,VODP�õKDV�EHHQ�WDNHQ�RYHU�E\�WKH�ZHOO�LQ-
WHQWLRQHG�EXW�QD±YH�LPPLJUDQW�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLW\�ö�6SHFLŁ-
cally that every Islamic group in the United States has been 
WKRURXJKO\�LQŁOWUDWHG�E\�WKH�)%,��&,$��PLOLWDU\�LQWHOOLJHQFH��
Mossad, Saudi intelligence, Egyptian intelligence, Jordanian 
intelligence, and Syrian intelligence.

7KLV�H[WUHPH�DQDO\VLV�KDV�UHVXOWHG�LQ�WKH�$V�6DELTXQ�
movement being isolated and removed from mainstream Is-
ODP��DQG�$OLP�0XVD�EHLQJ�PDUJLQDOL]HG�DV�D�UHOLJLRXV�OHDGHU�

MALIK ALI ON CAMPUS 
0DOLN�$OL�KDV�EHHQ�VSHDNLQJ�WR�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�RQ�FDPSXVHV�
around California for a number of years, notably University 
of California, Riverside and University of California, Irvine, 
where he is almost a regular. The Muslim Student Union at 
University of California, Irvine (UC Irvine) has invited him on 
QXPHURXV�RFFDVLRQV��DSSDUHQWO\�WR�VSHDN�VSHFLŁFDOO\�DERXW�
the condition of Palestinians. His appearances on campus are 
seen as provocative and are often met with protests.

'XULQJ�KLV�WDONV��0DOLN�$OL�GHVFULEHV�WKH�8�6��JRYHUQ-
ment, the economy and the media as being part of a corrupt 
JOREDO�VXSHU�VWUXFWXUH�WKDW�LV�FRQWUROOHG�E\�õ=LRQLVW�-HZVö�DQG�
XVHG�DJDLQVW�0XVOLPV��+H�KDV�SUDLVH�IRU�+H]EROODK��+DPDV��
and the Iranian regime, and denounces the Palestinian 
QDWLRQDO�OHDGHUVKLS�DV�õ8QFOH�7RP�3DOHVWLQLDQ�OHDGHUV�ö�+H�
also expresses support for the conspiracism that Israel was 
UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH������DWWDFNV��+H�HQFRXUDJHV�VWXGHQWV�WR�
see their campus activism as part of a larger struggle against 
Israel, as well as against what he calls the “American em-
SLUH�ö�

After attending one of his campus speeches, a local blog-
ger (who is not a supporter) reported that he was an “excel-
OHQW�VSHDNHU��IXOO�RI�ŁUH�DQG�SDVVLRQ�ö�EXW�ZDV�GLVRUJDQL]HG�

DQG�ZDQGHUHG�D�ORW��7KH�PRVW�VHULRXV�FULWLTXH�ZDV�WKDW�KH�GLG�
not propose any solutions or concrete activities to address 
the litany of problems he raised. “It was a typical anti-estab-
lishment speech. (Israel was not discussed and Islam only 
EULHł\��ö

LIMITED PUBLIC VISIBILITY
1HLWKHU�0DOLN�$OL�QRU�0DVMLG�$O�,VODP�LQ�2DNODQG�KDV�D�ZHE-
VLWH��EXW�$V�6DELTXQ�GRHV�KDYH�D�EORJ��$�QXPEHU�RI�YLGHRV�
RI�0DOLN�$OLòV�VSHHFKHV�DUH�RQOLQH��VRPH�VXSSRUWLQJ�KLP�EXW�
many posted by people opposing him. One can also hear an 
HLJKW�SDUW�VHULHV�RI�KLV�VHUPRQV�FDOOHG�õ7KXJV�LQ�WKH�0DVMLG�ö�

7KH�$QWL�'HIDPDWLRQ�/HDJXH�NHHSV�DQ�H\H�RQ�0DOLN�$OL�
and monitors his campus appearances, as does Daniel Pipes, 
WKH�6RXWKHUQ�3RYHUW\�/DZ�&HQWHU��DQG�RWKHUV�OLNH�'DYLG�
+RURZLW]�DQG�KLV�-LKDG�:DWFK�JURXS��+LV�H[WUHPH�UKHWRULF�
DSSHDUV�WR�PDNH�KLP�DQ�HDV\�WDUJHW�IRU�FULWLFV��ZKR�QRW�RQO\�
VDYDJH�KLV�SRVLWLRQV�EXW�IUHTXHQWO\�ULGLFXOH�WKHP��VXFK�DV�
when he wrongly cited Rupert Murdoch as an example of 
õ-HZLVK�FRQWURO�RI�WKH�PHGLD�ö

DANIEL PIPES 

n a n  r u B i n

Daniel Pipes is an American academic, writer, and political 
blogger who focuses on criticism of Islam and the threat of 
Islamism in the United States. Pipes is the founder and presi-
GHQW�RI�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�)RUXP��D�FRQVHUYDWLYH�WKLQN�WDQN��
ZKLFK�LQFOXGHV�&DPSXV�:DWFK��D�FRQWURYHUVLDO�SURMHFW�WKDW�
FODLPV�WR�FULWLTXH�SRRU�VFKRODUVKLS�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�0LGGOH�
East but which is seen by many to be a vehicle for harassing 
scholars critical of Israel. 

Pipes is considered a very hardline, pro-Israel neoconser-
vative with views that are very hostile to Muslims and which 
DUH�RIWHQ�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DV�õ,VODPRSKRELF�ö�+H�ZDV�QDPHG�
RQH�RI�õ7KH�'LUW\�'R]HQ��:KRòV�:KR�$PRQJ�$PHULFDòV�/HDG-
LQJ�,VODPRSKREHVö�E\�)DLUQHVV�	�$FFXUDF\�,Q�5HSRUWLQJòV��
õ6PHDUFDVWLQJ��+RZ�,VODPRSKREHV�6SUHDG�)HDU��%LJRWU\�DQG�
0LVLQIRUPDWLRQö��������

A graduate of Harvard with a Ph.D. in Medieval Islamic 
History, Pipes also studied in various parts of the Middle 
East, including spending two years in Cairo where he learned 
$UDELF�DQG�VWXGLHG�WKH�4XUDQ��,Q������KH�EHFDPH�GLUHFWRU�RI�
the Foreign Policy Research Institute, a conservative Phila-
GHOSKLD�EDVHG�WKLQN�WDQN�WKDW�EXLOW�LWV�UHSXWDWLRQ�SURPRWLQJ�
anti-Communist policies during the Cold War and later fo-
cused on Islamic terrorism. The position moved Pipes out of 
academia and pointed him towards foreign policy, including 
involvement with a number of U.S. and Israeli agencies. 

MIDDLE EAST FORUM
The primary outlet for Pipes’s political commentary is the 
WKLQN�WDQN�0LGGOH�(DVW�)RUXP��0()���)RXQGHG�LQ������DV�D�
VSLQ�Rŀ�IURP�WKH�)RUHLJQ�3ROLF\�5HVHDUFK�,QVWLWXWH��)35,���
0()�õZRUNV�WR�GHŁQH�DQG�SURPRWH�$PHULFDQ�LQWHUHVWV�LQ�WKH�
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Middle East and protect the Constitutional order from Middle 
(DVWHUQ�WKUHDWV�ö�0()�VHHV�WKH�UHJLRQ�õDV�D�PDMRU�VRXUFH�RI�
problems for the United States. Accordingly, it urges active 
PHDVXUHV�WR�SURWHFW�$PHULFDQV�DQG�WKHLU�DOOLHV�ö�,WV�DFWLYLWLHV�
IRFXV�RQ�õŁJKWLQJ�UDGLFDO�,VODP��ZRUNLQJ�IRU�3DOHVWLQLDQ�DF-
ceptance of Israel; robustly asserting U.S. interests vis-à-vis 
6DXGL�$UDELD��GHYHORSLQJ�VWUDWHJLHV�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�,UDT�DQG�FRQ-
WDLQ�,UDQ��DQG�PRQLWRULQJ�WKH�VSUHDG�RI�,VODPLVP�LQ�7XUNH\�ö�
,W�VWURQJO\�VXSSRUWHG�WKH�,UDT�:DU�DQG�DGYRFDWHV�IRU�RWKHU�
military actions in the region such as bombing Iran. MEF pro-
duces a steady stream of articles focusing on internal threats 
SRVHG�E\�,VODP�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��VXFK�DV�õ.HLWK�(OOLVRQòV�
6HFUHW�-LKDGö�LQ�LWV�SXEOLFDWLRQ�Middle East Quarterly and 
similar outlets. Another program of MEF is Islamist Watch, 
which “combats the ideas and institutions of nonviolent, 
UDGLFDO�,VODP�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHVö�EHFDXVH�ODZIXO�,VODPLVP�
LV�D�WKUHDW�WKDW�õVHHNV�KHJHPRQLF�FRQWURO�YLD�D�ZRUOGZLGH�
FDOLSKDWH�WKDW�DSSOLHV�WKH�,VODPLF�ODZ�LQ�IXOO�ö�$�WKLUG�LQLWLD-
WLYH�LV�7KH�/HJDO�3URMHFW��VHW�XS�õWR�SURWHFW�UHVHDUFKHUV�DQG�
DQDO\VWV�ZKR�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�WRSLFV�RI�WHUURULVP��WHUURULVW�IXQG-
ing, and radical Islam from lawsuits designed to silence their 
H[HUFLVH�RI�IUHH�VSHHFK�ö

7KH�0()òV�&DPSXV�:DWFK�GHŁQHV�LWV�PLVVLRQ�DV�õPRQL-
WRULQJ�0LGGOH�(DVW�6WXGLHV�RQ�FDPSXV�ö�,W�VSHFLŁHV�WKDW�LW�
õPDLQO\�DGGUHVVHV�ŁYH�SUREOHPV��DQDO\WLFDO�IDLOXUHV��WKH�
mixing of politics with scholarship, intolerance of alternative 
YLHZV��DSRORJHWLFV��DQG�WKH�DEXVH�RI�SRZHU�RYHU�VWXGHQWV�ö�,Q�
2002, Campus Watch encouraged students to submit reports 
critical of professors who did not support Israeli policy on 
3DOHVWLQH��7KHVH�UHSRUWV�ZHUH�FRPSLOHG�LQWR�õGRVVLHUVö�DQG�
published on the Campus Watch website which called for a 
EODFNOLVW�RI�HLJKW�VFKRODUV�DQG����XQLYHUVLWLHV�VLQJOHG�RXW�LQ�
WKHVH�UHSRUWV��1HHGOHVV�WR�VD\��WKH�GRVVLHUV�VSDUNHG�ŁHUFH�
FULWLFLVP�DQG�FKDUJHV�RI�0F&DUWK\�OLNH�LQWLPLGDWLRQ�DQG�õDW-
WHPSWV�WR�VLOHQFH�DQG�PX]]OH�GLVVHQWLQJ�YRLFHV�ö�0RUH�WKDQ�
����DFDGHPLFV�DVNHG�WR�EH�DGGHG�WR�WKH�OLVW�LQ�VROLGDULW\�ZLWK�
those already named. Although the dossiers were removed 
ZLWKLQ�WZR�ZHHNV��&DPSXV�:DWFK�UHPDLQV�KLJKO\�FRQWURYHU-
VLDO��,W�FRQWLQXHV�WR�FROOHFW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�õVXVSHFWö�IDF-
ulty and to circulate accusatory assessments of their political 
leanings. 

According to a 2002 article in The Nation, Campus 
:DWFK�ZDV�LGHQWLŁHG�DV�WKH�VXFFHVVRU�WR�WKH�$PHULFDQ�,VUDHO�
3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH�3ROLWLFDO�/HDGHUVKLS�'HYHORSPHQW�
3URJUDP��FUHDWHG�LQ�������,Q�$PHULFDQ�,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�
Committee’s (AIPAC) program, it enlisted 5,000 students 
on 350 campuses to collect information on so-called pro-
3DOHVWLQLDQ�SURIHVVRUV�DQG�VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��7KH�ŁQG-
LQJV�ZHUH�SXEOLVKHG�LQ������DV�õ7KH�$,3$&�&ROOHJH�*XLGH��
([SRVLQJ�WKH�$QWL�,VUDHO�&DPSDLJQ�RQ�&DPSXV�ö�ZKLFK�DOVR�
instructed students on how best to counter a “steady diet of 
DQWL�,VUDHO�YLWXSHUDWLRQ�ö��7KH�FXUUHQW�$,3$&�/HDGHUVKLS�
Development Program no longer includes such activities.) 

Daniel Pipes’s own website at www.danielpipes.org is 
a comprehensive collection of his commentaries, articles, 
UHYLHZV��DXGLR��DQG�EORJV��+H�KDV�D�VWHDG\�VFKHGXOH�RI�VSHDN-
ing dates on campuses, commentary in the media, and he 
writes regular columns for such newspapers as the Washing-
ton Times, National Review Online, and Jerusalem Post.

PROMINENCE AFTER 9/11 TERRORIST ATTACKS 
Pipes became prominent for his extreme pro-Israel, anti-
Muslim positions after the destruction of the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001. Campus Watch was set up 
not long after this event and it attracted enough attention in 
2003 that the House of Representatives passed HR 3077, a 
ELOO�WKDW�ZRXOG�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�DQ�DGYLVRU\�ERDUG�WR�õñVWXG\��
monitor, appraise, and evaluate’ university area studies pro-
JUDPV�ö�7KH�ELOO�GLG�QRW�SDVV�LQ�WKH�6HQDWH��EXW�WKH�DWWHPSWV�
WR�VWLłH�GHEDWH�RQ�,VUDHO��3DOHVWLQH��DQG�0XVOLP�WHUURULVP�
created a chilling atmosphere which remains in place on 
many campuses.

The same year, Pipes was nominated by then-President 
George W. Bush to a four-year term on the largely ceremonial 
Board of Directors of the U.S. Institute of Peace. However, 
the nomination was met with forceful opposition from a 
broad range of voices that included Democratic senators, 
$PHULFDQ�0XVOLPV�DQG�$UDEV��OLEHUDO�-HZV��DQG�VLJQLŁFDQW�
members of the academic community, and the Bush admin-
istration sidestepped the controversy by naming him with a 
recess appointment.

OPPOSITION TO DOMESTIC ISLAMIC INSTITUTIONS
,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�KLV�SRVLWLRQ�WKDW�HYHQ�PRGHUDWH�DQG�OHJDO�
Muslim institutions constitute a threat to the United States, 
LQ�����ï���3LSHV�ZDV�D�YRFDO�FULWLF�RI�WKH�SURSRVHG�.KDOLO�
*LEUDQ�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�$FDGHP\�LQ�%URRNO\Q��WKH�ŁUVW�SXEOLF�
school “dedicated to the study of the Arabic language and 
FXOWXUH�DQG�RSHQ�WR�VWXGHQWV�RI�DOO�UDFLDO�DQG�HWKQLF�EDFN-
JURXQGV�ö�+H�VSRNH�RXW�DJDLQVW�'HEELH�$OPRQWDVHU��DQ�
Arab-American woman who was the school’s founder and 
ZRXOG�EH�SULQFLSDO��DV�D�õMLKDGLVW�ö�DQG�VKH�ZDV�HYHQWXDOO\�
removed and replaced with a Jewish woman who does not 
VSHDN�$UDELF��

Similarly, in 2010 he declared that Cordoba House 
�3DUN�����WKH�,VODPLF�FRPPXQLW\�FHQWHU�SURSRVHG�WR�EH�EXLOW�
LQ�/RZHU�0DQKDWWDQ��õFDUULHV�WKH�XQPLVWDNDEOH�RGRU�RI�,VODPLF�
WULXPSKDOLVP�ö�DQG�WKHUHIRUH�WKH�&HQWHU�VKRXOG�EH�EDUUHG�
IURP�RSHQLQJ�EHFDXVH�LW�õZLOO�VSUHDG�,VODPLVW�LGHRORJ\�ö

OBAMA AS A MUSLIM 
3LSHV�KDV�EHHQ�D�FHQWUDO�ŁJXUH�LQ�WKH�RQJRLQJ�DFFXVDWLRQ�
that President Obama is a secret Muslim. In December 2007, 
at the very start of Obama’s campaign to become the Demo-
cratic Presidential nominee, Pipes published a piece in David 
+RURZLW]òV�FRQVHUYDWLYH�FrontPage Magazine called, “Obama 
DQG�,VODP�ö�,Q�LW�KH�VWURQJO\�KLQWHG�WKDW�2EDPD�LV�D�0XVOLP�
because he “was born a Muslim to a non-practicing Muslim 
father and for some years had a reasonably Muslim upbring-
LQJ�XQGHU�WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI�KLV�,QGRQHVLDQ�VWHS�IDWKHU�ö�

7KLV�SUHPLVH�ZDV�H[SDQGHG�LQ�D�VHFRQG�DUWLFOH��õ%DUDFN�
2EDPDòV�0XVOLP�&KLOGKRRGö�DQG�KDV�VLQFH�EHHQ�SLFNHG�XS�E\�
a broad group of anti-Obama activists. Pipes himself contin-
ues to promote this position, when as recently as September 
�����KH�LPSOLHG�WKDW�0U��2EDPD�ZDV��LQ�HŀHFW��HQIRUFLQJ�
aspects of Islamic law in “a precedent that could lead to other 
IRUPV�RI�FRPSXOVRU\�6KDULDK�FRPSOLDQFHö�EHFDXVH�2EDPD�
VSRNH�DJDLQVW�WKH�SXEOLF�EXUQLQJ�RI�4XUDQV�WKUHDWHQHG�E\�D�
Christian fundamentalist pastor.
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LOSING INFLUENCE?
3LSHV�UHPDLQV�DQ�DFWLYH�FDPSXV�VSHDNHU�DQG�SRSXODU�FRQ-
servative pundit on cable news programs and other media. 
However, an August 2010 interview in the Washington Post 
LGHQWLŁHG�3LSHV�DV�D�õFRQWURYHUVLDO�,VODP�VFKRODU��ZKR��VD\V�
KHòV�QRZ�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�ö�7KHUH��3LSHV�KLPVHOI�VWDWHG�KH�KDV�
IDOOHQ�Rŀ�WKH�UDGDU�EHFDXVH�RI�PRUH�VWULGHQW�DQWL�,VODP�EORJ-
gers and activists such as Pamela Geller and Newt Gingrich, 
and he appears willing to appear slightly less hardline in the 
FRPSDQ\�RI�WKHVH�QHZHU�KLJK�SURŁOH�,VODPRSKREHV�E\�GUDZ-
ing the distinction that “we understand the nature of the 
SUREOHP�GLŀHUHQWO\�ö

ALISON WEIR: IF AMERICANS KNEW

s P e n C e r  s u n s h i n e

(GLWRUòV�1RWH��7KLV�SURŁOH�LV�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�SURŁOHV�
because it was commissioned as a piece of investigative journal-
ism and analysis on an individual for whom there is very little 
mainstream coverage. 

Few political writers today appear in the publications of 
both the Left and the Far Right. One rare exception is Alison 
:HLU��WKH�IRXQGHU�RI�,I�$PHULFDQV�.QHZ��,$.���+HU�GHQXQFLD-
tions of the vast power that Israel and its supporters in the 
United States allegedly wield resonate on the Far Right with 
ŁJXUHV�OLNH�IRUPHU�.ODQVPDQ�DQG�SROLWLFLDQ�'DYLG�'XNH��WKH�
Holocaust-denying Institute for Historical Review, antise-
PLWLF�WDON�UDGLR�KRVW�&OD\�'RXJODV��DQG�WKH�3DFLŁFD�)RUXP�DW�
the University of Oregon, which the Southern Poverty Law 
Center lists as a hate group.

At the same time, she can be found on the Left in the 
pages of Z Magazine, Project Censored, and CounterPunch. She 
KDV�EHHQ�SUDLVHG�E\�6RFLDOLVW�:RUNHU��EURDGFDVW�RQ�DŃOLDWHV�
RI�WKH�3DFLŁFD�UDGLR�QHWZRUN��DQG�VSRNHQ�DW�WKH�/HIW�)RUXP�
conference.431

:HLU�LV�D�UHJXODU�VSHDNHU�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��6KH�KDV�
appeared at Harvard Law School, the Fletcher School of Law 
and Diplomacy at Tufts University, Stanford University, 
$PHULFDQ�8QLYHUVLW\��WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&KLFDJR��9DVVDU�
College, and elsewhere. In 2003, she received death threats 
DIWHU�VKH�DQG�+DWHP�%D]LDQ�GHEDWHG�ZLWK�'DYLG�0HLU�/HYL�
DQG�(ULF�6LUNLQ�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD��%HUNHOH\�
about how to achieve peace in the Middle East.432 Alison Weir 
EORJV�DW�ZZZ�DOLVRQZHLU�RUJ�DQG�HGLWV�õ,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH��7KH�
0LVVLQJ�+HDGOLQHVö��KWWS���LVUDHO�SDOHVWLQHQHZV�EORJVSRW�
com). While there is no editor listed by name at the site, 
LW�VHHPV�WKDW�VKH�LV�DOVR�HGLWRU�RI�WKH�QHZ�,$.�EORJ�KWWS���
israelpalestineanalysis.wordpress.com. Weir is president of 
the Council for the National Interest and sometimes hosts its 
UDGLR�VKRZ��õ-HUXVDOHP�&DOOLQJ�ö

$W�ŁUVW�JODQFH��:HLU�VHHPV�OLNH�D�W\SLFDO�3DOHVWLQH�VROLGDU-
LW\�DFWLYLVW��6KH�VD\V�WKDW�VKH�IRXQGHG�,I�$PHULFDQV�.QHZ�
�,$.��DIWHU�VKH�YLVLWHG�WKH�2FFXSLHG�7HUULWRULHV�LQ������DQG�
witnessed numerous human rights violations that were not 

FRYHUHG�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�SUHVV��,$.�LV�VRPHWLPHV�SRU-
trayed as a media watchdog group and its tagline is “What 
(YHU\�$PHULFDQ�1HHGV�WR�.QRZ�$ERXW�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�ö

%XW�D�FORVHU�LQVSHFWLRQ�RI�:HLU�DQG�,$.�UHYHDOV�GLV-
WXUELQJ�HOHPHQWV��7KH�PDLQ�IRFXV�RI�WKHLU�ZRUN�LV�QRW�RQ�
Palestinian conditions or rights, but on the power of the so-
called Israel lobby in the United States. Weir describes the 
U.S. media’s tilt toward Israel as possibly “the most monu-
PHQWDO�FRYHU�XS�LQ�PHGLD�KLVWRU\�ö433 While she admits that 
a number of factors may account for this alleged pro-Israel 
ELDV��VKH�FRQVLVWHQWO\�WDUJHWV�WKH�-HZLVK�EDFNJURXQGV�RI�HGL-
tors and reporters.434�(YHQ�LI�WKH\�WKLQN�WKH\�DUH�XQELDVHG��
VKH�VD\V��XQFRQVFLRXV�IDPLO\�LQłXHQFHV�DUH�OLNHO\�WR�VZD\�
their opinions.435

,$.òV�FULWLFLVPV�RI�=LRQLVP�DQG�,VUDHO�GRYHWDLO�ZLWK�
traditional antisemitic narratives, and Weir often cites 
antisemitic writers and publications as her sources. When 
DVNHG�LI�WKH�ZRUN�RI�DQWLVHPLWLF�DXWKRUV�LQFOXGLQJ�,VUDHO�
6KDPLU��*LODG�$W]PRQ��DQG�.HYLQ�0DF'RQDOG�ZHUH�WUXO\�OH-
JLWLPDWH��VKH�UHSOLHG��õ<HV��,�VXJJHVW�SHRSOH�UHDG�WKHLU�ZRUN�
IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�ö436

,Q�������,$.�DQDO\]HG�WKH�FRYHUDJH�RI�GHDWKV�LQ�WKH�,VUD-
HO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW�LQ�WKH�New York Times and other news-
papers, and concluded the outlets had a pro-Israel bias.437  It 
met with New York Times�3XEOLF�(GLWRU�'DQLHO�2NUHQW��ZKR�
GLG�QRW�DFFHSW�WKHLU�ŁQGLQJV�438  The Committee for Accuracy 
in Middle East Reporting in America, a pro-Israel media-
ZDWFKGRJ�JURXS��FULWLFL]HG�,$.òV�UHSRUW�IRU�PHWKRGRORJLFDO�
errors.439

,Q�������DQRWKHU�FRQWURYHUV\�HUXSWHG�DIWHU�WKH�SXEOLF�
OLEUDU\�LQ�*UHHQZLFK��&RQQHFWLFXW�FDQFHOOHG�D�WDON�E\�:HLU�
WKDW�KDG�EHHQ�VFKHGXOHG�E\�D�PHPEHU�RI�,$.�LQ�RQH�RI�WKH�
library’s public meeting rooms. Under pressure from free-
speech advocates, such as the American Library Association, 
WKH�WDON�ZDV�UHVFKHGXOHG��7KH�FRQWURYHUV\�UHFHLYHG�QDWLRQDO�
media attention.440

In 2009, based on stories that had appeared in a Swed-
ish newspaper, Weir published articles in CounterPunch and 
the :DVKLQJWRQ�5HSRUW�RQ�0LGGOH�(DVW�$ŀDLUV accusing Israel 
of harvesting organs from Palestinians.441 Weir’s claim was 
widely denounced as a modern version of the antisemitic 
EORRG�OLEHOðWKH�P\WK�WKDW�-HZV�XVH�WKH�EORRG�RI�VDFULŁFHG�
&KULVWLDQ�FKLOGUHQ�WR�PDNH�3DVVRYHU�PDW]RV�

Weir says “Israel’s core identity is based on ethnic and 
UHOLJLRXV�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�E\�D�FRORQLDO��LPPLJUDQW�JURXS�ö�
DQG�WKDW�LW�KDV�DQ�õH[FOXVLRQLVW�LGHQWLW\�ö442 She describes the 
�����IRXQGLQJ�RI�,VUDHO�DV�õRQH�RI�WKH�PRGHUQ�ZRUOGòV�PRVW�
VXFFHVVIXO�HWKQLF�FOHDQVLQJV�ö�DQG�D�õKRORFDXVWö�IRU�3DOHVWLQ-
ians; elsewhere she implies this holocaust continues today.443 

6KH�KDV�DOVR�VDLG�WKDW�õ,VUDHO�VWUXFN�ŁUVW�LQ�DOO�LWV�ZDUV�H[-
FHSW�RQH��+LVWRULFDOO\��LW�ZDV�WKH�LQLWLDWRU�RI�FRQłLFW�ö444�,$.�
ZULWHUV�VXFK�DV�0D]LQ�4XPVL\HK��-HŀUH\�%ODQNIRUW�>VHH�SUR-
ŁOH@��DQG�.DWK\�&KULVWLVRQ�DQG�WKH�ODWH�%LOO�&KULVWLVRQ�FODLP�
WKDW�WKH�8�6��LQYDVLRQ�RI�,UDT�ZDV�SODQQHG�DQG�H[HFXWHG�E\�
JURXSV�WKDW�DUH�LGHQWLŁHG�DV�EHLQJ�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�-HZLVK��
:HLU�KDV�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�ERDUG�RI�1HZ3ROLF\�RUJ��DQ�RŀVKRRW�RI�
WKH�1HZ�3ROLF\�3$&��ZKRVH�PLVVLRQ�LV�õWR�ZRUN�ZLWK�FLWL-
]HQV��ODZPDNHUV��DQG�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RŃFLDOV�WR�LPSOHPHQW�
ORQJVWDQGLQJ�$PHULFDQ�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�WKH�$UDE�,VUDHOL�FRQłLFW�
LQ�WKH�LQWHUHVW�RI�HQKDQFLQJ�$PHULFDQ�VHFXULW\ö445  whose 
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DQWLVHPLWLF�ZHEVLWH�KWWS���ZLQGRZLQWRSDOHVWLQH�EORJVSRW�
com/ includes assertions that Israel was behind the 9/11 
DWWDFN�RQ�WKH�:RUOG�7UDGH�&HQWHU�DQG�3HQWDJRQ��,Q�RQH�UDGLR�
LQWHUYLHZ��:HLU�DOVR�UHIHUUHG�WR�õWKH�VLJQLŁFDQW�UROH�WKDW�
=LRQLVWV�SOD\HG�LQ�SXVKLQJ�WKH�8�6��LQWR�:RUOG�:DU�,�ö�DQG�
said, “these same groups [are] trying to push us into a war 
ZLWK�,UDQ�ö446

,$.�FODLPV�WKDW�,VUDHO��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�LWV�VXSSRUWHUV�LQ�WKH�
United States, controls many aspects of the U.S. government. 
Weir says, “The Israel lobby became far more powerful than 
WKRVH�ZKR�RULJLQDOO\�WULHG�WR�RSSRVH�LW��WKH�6WDWH�'HSDUWPHQW��
WKH�3HQWDJRQ��WKH�RLO�OREE\�ö447��,$.�ERDUG�PHPEHU�3DXO�
Findley (a former Republican congressional representative 
from Illinois) describes the United States as in “bondage to Is-
UDHOòV�PLVGHHGV�ö448�:HLU�VXPPDUL]HV�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�E\�VD\LQJ��
“What Israel says, our media repeat. What Israel demands, 
our government gives. What Israel wants, its well-greased 
OREE\�GHOLYHUV�ö449

,$.�LV�FDUHIXO�QHYHU�WR�EODPH�õWKH�-HZVö��LQVWHDG�LW�FRQVLV-
WHQWO\�UHIHUV�WR�VXEVHWV�RI�-HZV�VXFK�DV�õWKH�=LRQLVWV�ö�õWKH�,V-
UDHO�OREE\�ö�RU�õWKH�QHRFRQV�ö�$PHULFDQ�QHRFRQVHUYDWLYHV�LQ�
SDUWLFXODU�DUH�VSHFLŁFDOO\�LGHQWLŁHG�DV�EHLQJ�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�
Jewish.450 Jewish subgroups are described consistently as 
HOLWHV�ZKR�VXEYHUW�QDWLRQDO�VRYHUHLJQW\��7KH�õGXDO�OR\DOWLHVö�
RI�WKHVH�VXEJURXSV�LV�D�FRPPRQ�WKHPH�RQ�WKH�,$.�ZHEVLWH��
õ1HRFRQVö�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�DQG�õROLJDUFKVö�LQ�5XVVLD�
UHFHLYH�VSHFLDO�DWWHQWLRQ��:HLU�VD\V�WKDW�,$.�õLV�RSSRVHG�WR�
GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�LQ�DOO�LWV�IRUPV�ö�DQG�RQH�RI�KHU�DUWLFOHV�LV�
VXEWLWOHG�õ$QWLVHPLWLVP�LV�:URQJ�ö�+RZHYHU��WKH�DUWLFOH�GRHV�

not address the issue other than to say that people should not 
EH�GLVVXDGHG�IURP�FULWLFL]LQJ�,VUDHO�EHFDXVH�WKH\�IHDU�EHLQJ�
called antisemitic.451�:KHQ�DVNHG�DERXW�ZKDW�FRQVWLWXWHV�DQ�
DQWLVHPLWLF�YLHZ�WKDW�VKH�ZRXOG�RSSRVH��VKH�LGHQWLŁHG�VWDWH-
PHQWV�ZKLFK�UHIHU�H[SOLFLWO\�DQG�FROOHFWLYHO\�WR�õWKH�-HZV�ö452

,$.�QDUUDWLYHV�DUH�FRQVLVWHQW�ZLWK�WKH�DQWLVHPLWLF�FRQ-
spiracisms of the past century, including the claims that Jews 
DUH�FODQQLVK�DQG�FDEDO�OLNH��KDYH�GXDO�OR\DOWLHV��FRQWURO�WKH�
media and the government, steal the body parts of non-Jews, 
and start wars, often in countries where they are a minority 
and where the wars are against the country’s interests. Fol-
lowing a classic populist narrative, Weir says that the Ameri-
can people must be informed about this situation to start 
õUHFODLPLQJ�RXU�QDWLRQ��RXU�SULQFLSOHV�DQG�RXU�VRXOV�ö453 One 
email sent by the Council for the National Interest and signed 
by Weir even deploys one of the most famous antisemitic 
images, claiming that liberal J Street and the conservative 
$PHULFDQ�,VUDHO�3XEOLF�$ŀDLUV�&RPPLWWHH�DUH�õWZR�WHQWDFOHV�
RI�WKH�VDPH�OREE\�ö454

/LNH�PDQ\�SRSXOLVW�DQG�FRQVSLUDWRULDO�QDUUDWLYHV��VRPH�
RI�,$.òV�LQIRUPDWLRQ�LV�WUXH�DQG�KDV�SRWHQWLDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�
things to contribute to public discourse; some of it is mis-
OHDGLQJ��ELDVHG��RU�VXŀHUV�IURP�VHULRXV�RPLVVLRQV��DQG�PXFK�
of it repeats traditional antisemitic conspiracisms. Alison 
:HLU�LV�QRW�D�UHFRJQL]HG�VFKRODU�RQ�0LGGOH�(DVW�DŀDLUV��DQG�
FDPSXV�JURXSV�DQG�DFWLYLVWV�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�UHFRJQLWLRQ�DQG�
ULJKWV�IRU�3DOHVWLQLDQV�ZRXOG�EH�ZHOO�DGYLVHG�WR�VHHN�RXW�PRUH�
OHJLWLPDWH�VRXUFHV�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�FRQłLFW�WKDQ�,$.��
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INTERVIEWS WITH LEADERS  
IN CHALLENGING CAMPUS BIAS

TALKING TO STUDENT LEADERS

JOEL PRATT, HILLEL PRESIDENT,  
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT BOULDER

%(5/(7��,�WKLQN�WKHUH�LV�D�ZLGHVSUHDG�SHUFHSWLRQ�WKDW�HYHU\�
06$�>0XVOLPV�6WXGHQWV�$VVRFLDWLRQ@�FKDSWHU�DQG�HYHU\�+LO-
lel chapter across the country are identical on every campus. 
7UDYHOLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\��YLVLWLQJ�GLŀHUHQW�+LOOHOV��ZKDWòV�
\RXU�SHUFHSWLRQ�RI�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�OLNH"

35$77��,Q�JHQHUDO�û�ŁUVW��SHRSOH�WKLQN�WKDW�PLQRULW\�JURXSV�
are all the same, so people outside of any sort of minority 
group will say “well that group does its thing and we do our 
WKLQJ�ö�%XW�H[SHULHQFH�DFURVV�WKH�FRXQWU\�KDV�GHŁQLWHO\�
VKRZQ�WKDW�VWXGHQW�UXQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DUH�UHDOO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�
the students. The more say students have—the more well-
WDLORUHG�LW�LVðWKH�PRUH�XQLTXH�LW�LV�WR�HDFK�VWXGHQW�HQYLURQ-
ment.

%(5/(7��2QH�RI�WKH�GLOHPPDV�IRU�IRONV�ZKR�PD\EH�HYHQ�KDYH�
SDVVLRQDWH�YLHZV�DERXW�8�6��IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�
LV�WKDW�WKH\�RIWHQ�FRQłDWH�-XGDLVP�WKH�UHOLJLRQ�ZLWK�,VUDHOL�
VWDWH�SROLF\��DQG�ZLWK�WKH�YLHZV�RI�-HZV�LQ�WKH�8�6��7KDW�
PDNHV�LW�GLŃFXOW�WR�KDYH�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DERXW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�
and Israeli policy, and the boundaries get blurred. Is that 
ZKDW�\RXòYH�IRXQG"

35$77��,òYH�GHŁQLWHO\�H[SHULHQFHG�WKDW��,�WKLQN�SHRSOH�KDYH�
D�WHQGHQF\�WR�FRQłDWH�ZKDW�$PHULFDQ�-HZV�EHOLHYH�ZLWK�
ZKDW�WKH�,VUDHOL�JRYHUQPHQW�EHOLHYHV��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�û�
WKH�IDXOW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�GRQòW�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�WDON�WR�$PHUL-
FDQ�-HZV�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�WKHUHòV�TXLWH�YDULHW\�RI�GLŀHU-
HQFH�RI�RSLQLRQ��,�WKLQN�WKDWòV�D�IHDWXUH�RI�RXU�FXOWXUH��RXU�
institutions which all tend to stress support for Israel and 
those types of things without thoughtfulness or regard for 
SROLWLFDO�����ZKDWHYHU��6R��,�WKLQN�LWòV�SUREDEO\�D�GXDO�SURE-
lem in that both other people see that—but we tend to put 
ourselves in that boat sometimes too.

%(5/(7��,Q�WDONLQJ�WR�IRONV�DW�+LOOHOV�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\��DQG�
WKH�06$V��LQ�PDQ\�TXHVWLRQV�WKH\òUH�TXLWH�FDUHIXO�WR�GUDZ�D�
GLVWLQFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�WKHLU�UROH�DV�D�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�HWKQLF�RULHQW-
HG�FDPSXV�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�UROH�VXSSRUWLQJ�VWXGHQWV�
RXWVLGH�WKH�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�SROLWLFDO�LVVXHV��'RHV�+LOOHO�ŁQG�
D�EDODQFH"�

35$77��$EVROXWHO\��+LOOHO�VWXGHQWV�DUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�DOO�VRUWV�
RI�SROLWLFDO�OLIH�LQ�GLŀHUHQW�ZD\V��DQG�RXU�JRDO�LV�WR�IDFLOLWDWH�
spiritual life on campus and not dictate political opinions. 
:H�GR�KDYH�WR�ŁQG�D�EDODQFH��LQ�WHUPV�RI�ERWK�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�
VXSSRUW�,VUDHO��DV�D�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�ZDQWV�WR�VXS-

SRUW�WKH�-HZLVK�VWDWH���DQG�PDNLQJ�VXUH�WKDW�ZH�GRQòW�VXSSRUW�
WKLQJV�WKDW�JR�DJDLQVW�-HZLVK�YDOXHV�û���:H�PDNH�VXUH�ZH�
don’t get involved politically [so] that people feel welcome … 
We continue to provide cultural experience without negative 
SROLWLFDO�FRQQRWDWLRQV�>EHLQJ@�DW�ZRUN�

%(5/(7��6R�WKHUH�ZRXOG�EH�D�UDQJH�RI�SROLWLFDO�YLHZV�ZLWKLQ�
+LOOHO"

35$77��$EVROXWHO\���WKHUHòV�GHŁQLWHO\�D�UDQJH�RI�YLHZV��
)URP�WKH�KDZNLVK�SHRSOH�ZKR�EHOLHYH�,VUDHO�VKRXOG�DOZD\V�
pursue military policy against Palestinians; [to] the doves 
who often believe that Israel shouldn’t be pursuing military 
SROLF\�DW�DOO��7KDW�UDQJH�GHŁQLWHO\�H[LVWV�ZLWKLQ�+LOOHO��DQG�
KRSHIXOO\�ZLWKLQ�DOO�FXOWXUDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�RQ�FDPSXV�

%(5/(7��&OHDUO\�DIWHU�>WKH@������>DWWDFNV@�WKHUH�ZDV�DQ�
LQFUHDVH�LQ�,VODPRSKRELD�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�>EXW@�,�DOVR�VDZ�
DQ�LQFUHDVH�LQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP��HVSHFLDOO\�RQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�/HIW��
+DYH�\RX�VHHQ�WKLV�RQ�FDPSXV�RU�Rŀ�FDPSXV"�>6LWXDWLRQV@�
ZKHUH�\RX�VHH�SHRSOH�>ZKR@�DUH�SURJUHVVLYH�RU�OHIW�ZLQJ�ZKR�
WDNH�SRVLWLRQV�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�3DOHVWLQH��EXW�GRQòW�NQRZ�ZKHUH�
WKH�ERXQGDULHV�DUH�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�FULWLFL]LQJ�,VUDHOL�SROLFLHV�
DQG�>ZKDW�LV@�KLVWRULF�DQWLVHPLWLVP"

35$77��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKDWòV�D�FRPPRQ�SUREOHP��$QG�WKDW�
is something both Israeli activists and Palestinian activ-
LVWV�KDYH�ZDQWHG�WR�ZRUN�KDUG�WR�FRPEDW��%XW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�
oftentimes the rhetoric gets so confused and tensions run 
KLJK��3HRSOH�VWDUW�HTXDWLQJ�-HZLVK�FXOWXUH�LQ�,VUDHO�>DQG@�
the negative things Israel does with the way Jewish people 
DUHðDQG�,�WKLQN�YLFH�YHUVD��3HRSOH�SRVW������>DWWDFNV@�WHQG�
WR�WDON�DERXW�0XVOLPV�EHLQJ�WHUURULVWV�����,WòV�HDV\�WR�IDOO�SUH\�
to that, to [become] complacent with that, we see it every-
ZKHUH��%XW�\RX�NQRZ�,VODP�LV�D�SHDFHIXO�UHOLJLRQ�MXVW�OLNH�
PRVW�>UHOLJLRQV@��EXW�SHRSOH�IDLO�WR�PDNH�WKRVH�GLVWLQFWLRQV��
,�WKLQN�LW�LV�D�FROOHFWLYH�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�WU\�WR�GUDZ�WKRVH�
boundaries.

%(5/(7��$QG�WKH�VDPH�ZRXOG�EH�WUXH�RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP���

35$77��$EVROXWHO\�

%(5/(7��7HOO�PH�DERXW�WKDW�

35$77��,�WKLQN�WKHUHòV�D�VLJQLŁFDQW�GLŀHUHQFH�EHWZHHQ�
FULWLFL]LQJ�SROLWLFDO�SROLFLHV�LQ�,VUDHO�DQG�PDNLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLF�
UHPDUNV��%XW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�HYHQ�VRPH�SURIHVVRUV�KHUH�WHQG�WR�
PLVV�WKDW�GLVWLQFWLRQ��WHQG�WR�OXPS�LW�DOO�LQWR�RQH�FDWHJRU\��
õWKH�-HZV�DUH�GRLQJ�WKLVö�RU�õWKH�$UDEV�DUH�GRLQJ�WKLV�ö�DQG�
when those distinctions aren’t drawn anymore then we have 
issues with antisemitism and Islamophobia.

%(5/(7��6R�\RXòUH�VHHLQJ�WKDW�RQ�D�FDPSXV�WKDWòV�UHODWLYHO\�
SHDFHIXO�OLNH�>KHUH�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&RORUDGR@�WKHUHòV�PRUH�
ZRUN�WR�EH�GRQH�LQ�WHUPV�RI�,VODPRSKRELD�DQG�DQWLVHPLWLVP"

35$77��,�WKLQN�WKDW�FRXOG�EH�VDLG�DOPRVW�DQ\ZKHUH��EXW�
GHŁQLWHO\�WKHUH�LV�URRP�IRU�LPSURYHPHQW�
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MOHAMMAD AZIMI, MSA PRESIDENT,  
UNIVERSITY OF COLORADO AT BOULDER

%(5/(7��+DYH�\RX�IRXQG�LQ�WDONLQJ�WR�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�ZDQW�WR�
>GLVFXVV@�LVVXHV�UHJDUGLQJ�,VODP�RU�$PHULFDQ�IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�LQ�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�WKDW�VRPH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�UHODWLYHO\�XQHGXFDWHG�
DERXW�WKH�GLŀHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�0XVOLPV�DQG�$UDEV��ZKHWKHU�
RU�QRW�DOO�0XVOLPV�VKDUH�WKH�VDPH�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�0LGGOH�(DVW�
VWUXJJOHV"

$=,0,��'HŁQLWHO\��,Q�P\�PDMRU�>PROHFXODU��FHOOXODU��DQG�
GHYHORSPHQWDO�ELRORJ\@��WKH�SHRSOH�,�NQRZðPRVW�VWXGHQWV�
LQ�P\�FODVVHV��ZKHQ�WKH�VXEMHFW�FRPHV�XS�û�LW�LV�UHDOO\�GLVDS-
SRLQWLQJ�WR�VHH�WKH�OHYHO�RI�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH��:LWK�
more liberal arts [or] humanities [students] … they’re trying 
to distinguish the two, and they’re getting more educated 
about it. But there’s still a belief that all Muslims share the 
same beliefs about some issues.

%(5/(7��,Q�\RXU�H[SHULHQFH�ZLWKLQ�06$�>0XVOLP�6WXGHQWV�
$VVRFDWLRQ@��GR�\RX�ŁQG�WKDW�WKHUHòV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�YLHZV�
ZLWKLQ�\RXU�PHPEHUVKLS"

$=,0,��'HŁQLWHO\��:H�KDYH�GLŀHUHQW�LGHDV�DERXW�HYHU\-
thing—within religion, politics, everything. 

%(5/(7��9HU\�RIWHQ��LQ�LQWHUYLHZLQJ�VWXGHQWV�DURXQG�WKH�
country, there’s an attitude among adults that students 
QHHG�KHOS�ŁJXULQJ�>VWXŀ@�RXWðZKHWKHU�LWV�SROLWLFDO�LVVXHV�RU�
religious issues. Have you found yourself under pressure from 
RXWVLGH�JURXSV�WR�WDNH�DQ\�VRUW�RI�OLQH�UHJDUGLQJ�UHOLJLRQ�RU�
SROLWLFV"�2U�DUH�SHRSOH�RQ�FDPSXV�FRPIRUWDEOH�PDNLQJ�XS�WKHLU�
RZQ�PLQGV"

$=,0,��,�WKLQN�SHRSOH�DUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�PDNLQJ�WKHLU�RZQ�
PLQGV��>7KHUH�DUH@�GLŀHUHQW�IDFWRUV�WKDW�LQłXHQFH�û�WKHLU�
WKRXJKWV��EXW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH\�DEVRUE�HYHU\WKLQJ�DQG�GHFLGH�
for themselves … . People that can’t distinguish the ideas 
that are right and the wrong ideas—those people are the 
people that disappoint you; and their ignorance is what 
PDNHV�\RX�DQJU\�

%(5/(7��<RX�ZHUH�VD\LQJ�WKDW�ODFN�RI�LQIRUPDWLRQ�GLVDS-
SRLQWV�\RX��EXW�SHRSOH�ZKR�FODLP�WR�KDYH�D�ZKROH�ORW�RI�NQRZO-
HGJH�EXW�GRQòW�VHHP�ZLOOLQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKH�LVVXHV�PDNH�\RX�
D�OLWWOH�PRUH�DQJU\��([SODLQ�WKH�GLVWLQFWLRQ�

$=,0,��$�ORW�RI�WKH�WLPH�SHRSOH�EDVLFDOO\�MXVW�GRQòW�NQRZ�
about something, because they haven’t had the experience 
of facing that issue. That is disappointing because they 
KDYHQòW�DEVRUEHG�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�û���%XW�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�
WKLQN�WKH\�NQRZ�VRPHWKLQJ�DQG�EDVLFDOO\�WKH\�KDYH�WKHLU�
minds set on the issue, [when] there’s no logic behind what 
they believe in (they only believe it because they’ve been 
told what that is), they’ve basically absorbed the ideas and 
WKRXJKWV�DQG�DQDO\VLV�û�WKRVH�DUH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�PDNH�PH�
angry. Because they’re so set in their ideas and they’re so 
stubborn, there’s no logic behind what they’re saying.

%(5/(7��6RPH�OLWHUDWXUH�>VD\V@�WKDW�DOO�06$V�DUH�DOLNH�DFURVV�
WKH�FRXQWU\��WKH\�DUH�DOO�KRWEHGV�RI�UDGLFDO�,VODP��&RXOG�\RX�
UHDFW�WR�WKDW"

$=,0,��,�GRQòW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�UHDFW�WR�WKDW��,W�LV�VR�ULGLFXORXV��
,�GRQòW�NQRZ�LI�\RXòUH�DZDUH�RI�WKLV�RU�QRW��ODVW�\HDU�WKH�
College Republicans hosted an event on campus, “Why We 
:DQW�7R�.LOO�<RX�ö�7KDW�ZDV�WKH�WLWOH�RI�WKH�HYHQW��,W�ZDV�WZR�
H[�WHUURULVWV�FDPH�KHUH�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFH�DQG�
how they found their way. It was so much hatred thrown out 
there towards the Muslim Student Association.455

7KH�H[�WHUURULVWV�ODFNHG�HYHQ�WKH�VLPSOHVW�NQRZOHGJH�RI�
,VODP��7KH\�ZHUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�&DOLSKV��DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�
saying that Umar was the fourth Caliph and [Ali bin Abi 
Talib] was the second Caliph. I [challenged] them on that 
in the Q and A session [and] I told them [they were wrong]. 
8PDU�ZDV�WKH�VHFRQG�&DOLSK�DQG�0XKDPPDG�ZDV�WKH�ŁUVW�
&DOLSK�û�DQG�WKH\�VDLG�õQR�ö

Then the entire event ended with one of our [MSA] students 
û�DVNLQJ�ZKDW�WKHLU�SRLQW�ZDV�ZLWK�WKH�HQWLUH�HYHQW��$QG�WKH�
VSHDNHU�EDVLFDOO\�VDLG�WKDW�õP\�SRLQW�LV�IRU�\RX�WR�VKXW�XS�ö�
This is the logic we have to deal with here. These are the peo-
ple who basically say that MSAs are hotbeds for terrorism, 
WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�ODFN�WKH�VLPSOHVW�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�,VODP��
WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�WKLQN�DOO�0XVOLPV�KDYH�WKH�VDPH�LGHDV�

%(5/(7��+DYH�\RX�HYHU�KHDUG�RI�,VODPR�)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�
:HHN"

$=,0,��<HV��ZH�KDYH�LW�RQ�FDPSXV�HYHU\�\HDU���:H�KDYH�DQ�
,VODPR�)DVFLVP�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHN�HYHU\�\HDU�RQ�FDPSXV��,WòV�
usually in the humanities building.

%(5/(7��:KR�VSRQVRUV�LW��GR�\RX�NQRZ"

$=,0,��,�GRQòW�H[DFWO\�NQRZ��,�WKLQN�LWòV�DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�
that’s around throughout the entire United States, and they 
have a chapter here and they do it.

%(5/(7��,�XQGHUVWDQG�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�ZKHQ�\RX�GULYH�DURXQG�
\RX�OLVWHQ�WR�ULJKW�ZLQJ�UDGLR�MXVW�EHFDXVH�\RX�ŁQG�LW���

$=,0,��,WòV�SUHWW\�HQWHUWDLQLQJû

%(5/(7��:KDW�DUH�VRPH�VKRZV�\RX�OLVWHQ�WR"

$=,0,��5XVK�/LPEDXJK�DQG�*OHQQ�%HFN�����6HDQ�+DQQLW\�

%(5/(7��'R�WKH\�PDNH�DQ\�VHQVH"

$=,0,��0D\EH"�,�MXVW�GRQòW�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHLU�ORJLF��%XW�
millions of people listen to them, so they must say some-
WKLQJ�WKDW�KDV�VRPHð>ORQJ�SDXVH@ðNQRZOHGJH"ð�>ORQJ�
pause]——in it? [laughter].

%(5/(7��:HOO�OHWòV�WXUQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�DURXQG��û'RHV�LW�
WURXEOH�\RX�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�PLOOLRQV�RI�$PHULFDQV�ZKR�JHW�WKHLU�
LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�,VODP�IURP�)R[�1HZV�DQG�ULJKW�ZLQJ�UDGLR"�
,WòV�JRW�WR�WURXEOH�\RX�DV�VRPHRQH�ZKR�WDNHV�WKHLU�UHOLJLRQ�
seriously.

$=,0,��,W�LV�YHU\�WURXEOLQJ��EXW�>,@�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH\�ODFN�WKH�
EDVLF�OHYHOV�RI�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�DQG�DQDO\]LQJ�ZKDW�FRPHV�
to their mind. Those aren’t the people who are ever going 
WR�KDYH�D�ORW�RI�LQłXHQFH��WKH\òUH�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�EH�YHU\�ZHOO�
educated. So it doesn’t alarm me. It disappoints me, but it 
doesn’t alarm me. This is a free society, there is access to so 
many sources of information, but the people who listen to 
these right-wing ultra-conservative radio stations, these are 
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the people who don’t want to listen to other ideas because 
they’ve been brain-washed and ideas have been implanted 
LQWR�WKHLU�PLQGV��DQG�WKH\�GRQòW�ZDQW�WR�FRPH�WR�WKH�UHDOL]D-
tion that their ideas are wrong.

%(5/(7��7KHUH�DUH�DOVR�PDQ\�PHPEHUV�RI�&RQJUHVV�ZKR�KDYH�
WKHVH�VDPH�LGHDV�û�%XW�LW�ZRXOG�DSSHDU�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�
LQłXHQWLDO�SHRSOH�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�ZKR�KDYH�WKHVH�,VODPRSKRELF�
LGHDV��DQG�UHDOO\�ZKLS�XS�VHQWLPHQW�DJDLQVW�,VODP�DURXQG�WKH�
ZRUOG��DQG�WKH\�VKDSH�8�6��IRUHLJQ�SROLF\��7KDW�KDV�JRW�WR�EH�
more scary and troubling.

$=,0,��,W�LV�YHU\�GLVDSSRLQWLQJ��7KRVH�DUH�WKH�SHRSOH�ZKR�
have made it hard for public policy relations [between] the 
U.S. and the Muslim world ... We can’t do much except for 
trying to teach people … to show them new sources of infor-
PDWLRQ��2WKHU�WKDQ�WKDW��WKHUHòV�QRW�PXFK�ZH�FDQ�GR��,�WKLQN�
that [in] a few years these ideologies will be gone. Hatred 
QHYHU�VWDQGV��WKLV�LV�DQRWKHU�NLQG�RI�KDWUHG�ZHòYH�JRWWHQ�LQ�
WKHVH�IHZ�\HDUV��:H�DUH�MXVW�KRSLQJ������

FAITH ON CAMPUS: BRIDGE BUILDERS

EBOO PATEL

Eboo Patel is the founder and Executive Director of Interfaith 
<RXWK�&RUH��D�&KLFDJR�EDVHG�LQVWLWXWLRQ�EXLOGLQJ�WKH�JOREDO�
interfaith youth movement. Author of the award-winning 
ERRN�Acts of Faith: The Story of an American Muslim, in the 
Struggle for the Soul of a Generation, Patel is also a regular 
contributor to the Washington Post, National Public Radio, 
and CNN. He is a member of President Obama’s Advisory 
&RXQFLO�RI�WKH�:KLWH�+RXVH�2ŃFH�RI�)DLWK�%DVHG�DQG�1HLJK-
borhood Partnerships, and holds a doctorate in the sociology 
of religion from Oxford University, where he studied on a 
Rhodes scholarship.456

35$��:KDW�GR�\RX�VHH�DV�WKH�GLŀHUHQFHV�EHWZHHQ�FDPSXV�DQG�
FRPPXQLW\�LQWHUIDLWK�RUJDQL]LQJ�IRU�FRH[LVWHQFH"�$UH�WKHUH�
NH\�GHWHUPLQDQWV�RI�KHDOWK�FRPPXQLW\�LQWHUIDLWK�SUDFWLFHV�
WKDW�KDYH�VSHFLDO�DSSOLFDELOLW\�LQ�WKH�ZRUN�RI�GHYHORSLQJ�
KHDOWK\�FDPSXV�OLIH"

3$7(/��,)<&�>,QWHUIDLWK�<RXWK�&RUH@�LV�ZRUNLQJ�WR�PDNH�
interfaith cooperation a social norm. That means that when 
WZR�SHRSOH�RI�GLŀHUHQW�UHOLJLRXV�LGHQWLWLHV��RU�QRQ�UHOLJLRXV�
LGHQWLW\��HQFRXQWHU�RQH�DQRWKHU��WKHLU�ŁUVW�LPSXOVH�ZLOO�EH�
collaboration, rather than the distrust or fear that so often 
GHŁQH�WKH�ZD\�SHRSOH�RI�GLŀHUHQW�UHOLJLRXV�EDFNJURXQGV�
interact. We want cooperation to be a norm, rather than an 
exception to the rule.

While we’ve always had a focus on young people leading 
WKLV�FKDUJH��ZKHQ�ZH�ŁUVW�VWDUWHG��ZH�ZRUNHG�ZLWK�D�YDUL-
HW\�RI�SHRSOH�RI�GLŀHUHQW�GHPRJUDSKLFV�ZKR�ZHUH�H[FLWHG�
DERXW�WKH�LGHD��2YHU�WKH�ODVW����PRQWKV�RU�VR��ZH�VWDUWHG�
DVNLQJ�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�PHDVXUDEOH�LPSDFW�ZH�ZHUH�KDYLQJ��

ZKLFK�FKDOOHQJHG�XV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�IRFXVLQJ�RXU�ZRUN�RQ�
one particular sector. Colleges and universities have always 
been a natural partner for us. They’re diverse spaces where 
VWXGHQWV�DUH�WDXJKW�WR�WKLQN�FULWLFDOO\�DQG�FRQVWUXFWLYHO\�
DERXW�LGHQWLW\��7KH\òUH�DOVR�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�PD\�ŁUVW�
encounter religious diversity, and for many students it’s the 
ŁUVW�WLPH�WKH\�PD\�KDYH�WKH�FKDQFH�WR�HPEUDFH�RU�UHMHFW�D�
religious identity.

:H�EHJDQ�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�NLQG�RI�LPSDFW�WKLV�PRYHPHQW�
FRXOG�DFKLHYH�LI�FROOHJHV�DQG�XQLYHUVLWLHV�WDFNOHG�WKLV�WRSLF��
:H�ORRNHG�WR�WKH�PXOWLFXOWXUDO�PRYHPHQWV�LQ�KLJKHU�HGXFD-
tion as an example of how campuses addressed issues of 
identity in a holistic way, and thought about what it would 
ORRN�OLNH�IRU�FDPSXVHV�WR�HQJDJH�UHOLJLRXV�GLYHUVLW\�LQ�D�
similar fashion. 

6RPH�TXHVWLRQV�ZH�DVNHG�ZHUH��:KDW�NLQGV�RI�UHOLJLRXV�
diversity training would happen for student leaders? Would 
IDFXOW\�DQG�VWDŀ�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�KDYH�FRPSHWHQFLHV�VSHFLŁF�
WR�UHOLJLRXV�GLYHUVLW\"�:KDW�NLQGV�RI�PDMRU��PLQRUV��LQWHU-
disciplinary concentrations might explore religious diversity 
and engagement in the classroom? What sort of commit-
PHQW�PLJKW�WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�D�XQLYHUVLW\�PDNH�WR�IRVWHULQJ�
interfaith cooperation on campus? 

2XU�ZRUN�LV�QRZ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�IRFXVHG�RQ�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�FDP-
puses in longer-term partnerships to build a sustainable, 
measurable climate of interfaith cooperation on campus, 
and to fostering a broader conversation within higher educa-
tion about religious diversity. We’ve also launched a new 
student leadership and interfaith action campaign called 
õ%HWWHU�7RJHWKHU�ö�

0XFK�RI�RXU�FDPSXV�ZRUN�LV�GHULYHG�IURP�VRFLDO�VFLHQFH�
research on how communities mitigate the challenges of di-
versity and remain strong in the face of tension and outright 
FRQłLFW��,Q�SDUWLFXODU��ZH�GUDZ�IURP�$VKXWRVK�9DUVKQH\òV�
ZRUN�RQ�FRQłLFW�DQG�SHDFH�EHWZHHQ�0XVOLPV�DQG�+LQGXV�LQ�
,QGLD��DQG�5REHUW�3XWQDPòV�ZRUN�RQ�WKH�DGYHUVH�HŀHFWV�RI�
diversity on social capital in America. For more on how we 
WKLQN�DERXW�WKLV��VHH�D�UHFHQW�SLHFH�WKDW�,�ZURWH�ZLWK�D�FRO-
OHDJXH�IURP�,)<&�LQ�The Journal of College and Character, “The 
Civic Relevance of Interfaith Cooperation for Colleges and 
8QLYHUVLWLHV�ö457

35$��:KDW�PDNHV�DQ�LQWHUIDLWK�LQLWLDWLYH�DEOH�WR�ZHDWKHU�GLV-
VHQW�DQG�FRQłLFW"�

3$7(/��&DPSXVHV�DUH�D�SODFH�ZKHUH�VWXGHQWV�RIWHQ�HQFRXQ-
ter religious diversity with a greater intensity than ever 
EHIRUH��ZKLOH�VLPXOWDQHRXVO\�WKLQNLQJ�FULWLFDOO\��PD\EH�IRU�
WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH��DERXW�WKHLU�RZQ�LGHQWLW\��WKH�LGHQWLWLHV�RI�RWK-
HUV��DQG�WKHLU�UHODWLRQVKLSV�WR�RWKHUV��0DQ\�LQWHUIDLWK�HŀRUWV�
on campus begin with dialogue on tough issues. For ex-
ample, bringing together the Hillel and the Muslim Student 
$VVRFLDWLRQ��06$��WR�WDON�DERXW�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH��RU�KRVWLQJ�
D�WKHRORJLFDO�GHEDWH�RQ�WKH�QXDQFHV�LQ�GLŀHUHQW�FRQFHSWLRQV�
of the divine. While these are deeply important conversa-
tions, when substantial relationships don’t exist between 
the groups in conversation, divisions are sometimes ampli-
ŁHG�E\�WKH�GLDORJXH�UDWKHU�WKDQ�EULGJHG�

5DWKHU�WKDQ�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�WKHRORJ\�RU�SROLWLFV��,)<&�WDNHV�
an action-based approach that begins with shared values 
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EHWZHHQ�GLŀHUHQW�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�QRQ�UHOLJLRXV�SHUVSHFWLYHV��
:KDW�YDOXHV�GR�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�LQ�FRPPRQðOLNH�PHUF\��MXV-
WLFH��FRPSDVVLRQðWKDW�WKH\�FDQ�DFWXDOO\�ZRUN�RQ�WRJHWKHU"�
$OWKRXJK�WKLV�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WDON�DERXW�FRP-
PRQDOLWLHV��LW�RSHQV�XS�VSDFH�IRU�UHFRJQL]LQJ�UHDO�GLŀHUHQFH��
6WXGHQWV�PLJKW�ZRUN�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�ORFDO�VRXS�NLWFKHQ��EXW�LQ�
doing so they discover that one does it because she believes 
Jesus Christ is her Lord and Savior, and another does it be-
cause he’s practicing out the value of mercy he sees embod-
ied in the Prophet Muhammad. In other words, focusing on 
shared values doesn’t water down truth claims or religious 
GLVWLQFWLRQ��,QVWHDG��LW�RSHQV�XS�D�ZD\�WR�WDON�DERXW�WKRVH�
GLŀHUHQFHV�EXLOGLQJ�RQ�H[LVWLQJ�QHWZRUNV�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�
and social capital, so that relationships are able to weather 
WKRVH�GLŀHUHQFHV�DQG�HYHQ�OD\�WKH�JURXQGZRUN�WR�WDFNOH�
tougher disagreements.

35$��,Q�RXU�UHVHDUFK�RQ�HVSHFLDOO\�ZHOO�SXEOLFL]HG�LQFLGHQWV��
ZHòUH�ŁQGLQJ�WKDW�FDPSXVHV�KDYH�VSHFLDO�YXOQHUDELOLW\�WR�
GHOLEHUDWHO\�SURYRFDWLYH�VSHDNHUV�RQ�ERWK�WKH�5LJKW�DQG�/HIW��
At the same time, campuses thrive on not just free speech but 
WKH�DLULQJ�RI�FRPSHWLQJ�SRLQWV�RI�YLHZ��:KDWòV�\RXU�VHQVH�RI�
WKH�PRVW�SURGXFWLYH�ZD\�WR�KDQGOH�VXFK�YLVLWV"

3$7(/��2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VXFFHVVIXO�ZD\V�ZHòYH�VHHQ�VWXGHQWV�
UHVSRQG�LV�E\�QRW�HQJDJLQJ�WKH�VSHDNHUV�DW�WKH�FRPEDWLYH�
level that they primarily operate. For example, students at 
RQH�XQLYHUVLW\�LQYLWHG�D�ZHOO�NQRZQ��FRQVHUYDWLYH�DQWL�0XV-
OLP�VSHDNHU�WR�FDPSXV�DV�D�SDUW�RI�õ,VODPR�)DVFLVP�$ZDUH-
QHVV�:HHN�ö�ZKRVH�WDON�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�DOOHJHG�RSSUHVVLRQ�RI�
ZRPHQ�ZLWKLQ�,VODP��>6HH�UHODWHG�SURŁOH�RQ�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�
in this report.] Rather than staging a protest, or going to 
KLV�WDON�DQG�DUJXLQJ�DJDLQVW�KLP��D�FOHYHU�IHPDOH�0XVOLP�
VWXGHQW�RUJDQL]HG�õ,VODPR�)DVKLRQ�$ZDUHQHVV�:HHNö�DV�
DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�WDON�DERXW�IHPDOH�IDVKLRQ�ZLWKLQ�,VODP�
and open up conversation about the rich diversity of female 
experiences within the tradition. Her events were a huge 
success, and helped to reframe the campus atmosphere from 
one of combat to mutual respect and learning. 

:HòYH�VHHQ�VWXGHQWV�RUJDQL]H�LQWHUIDLWK�VHUYLFH�SURMHFWV�DQG�
VROLGDULW\�JDWKHULQJV�LQ�UHVSRQVH�WR�VLPLODU�VSHDNHUV��DOO�RI�
WKHVH�ZRUN�WR�EXLOG�XSRQ�H[LVWLQJ�DQG�LQFUHDVH�VRFLDO�FDSL-
WDO��UDWKHU�WKDQ�H[DJJHUDWLQJ�OLQHV�RI�FRQłLFW�DQG�GLYLVLRQ��
$JDLQ��SRLQWLQJ�WR�$VKXWRVK�9DUVKQH\òV�ZRUN��LW�LV�H[DFWO\�
WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�õQHWZRUNVö�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�WKDW�HQVXUH�D�
community will incline towards peace—rather than tension–
when an agitator is on campus.

35$��&LUFXPVWDQFHV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�RIWHQ�VHUYH�DV�õłDVK�
points” for expressions of both Islamophobia and antisemi-
WLVP�RQ�FDPSXV�DQG�HOVHZKHUH��+DYH�\RX�LGHQWLŁHG�DQ\�IDF-
WRUV�WKDW�OHDG�WR�KDQGOLQJ�WKLV�YRODWLOH�VLWXDWLRQ�SURGXFWLYHO\"

3$7(/��$JDLQ��IRFXVLQJ�RQ�FRPPRQ�DFWLRQ�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�
NH\�VWUDWHJLHV�ZHòYH�LGHQWLŁHG�IRU�FRQVWUXFWLYHO\�WDFNOLQJ�
divisive issues. If there’s tension around the Middle East, 
ZHòYH�VHHQ�LQWHUIDLWK�RUJDQL]HUV�VXFFHVVIXOO\�UHIUDPH�WKRVH�
relationships by bringing together, for example, the MSA 
DQG�WKH�+LOOHO�WR�ZRUN�RQ�D�ORFDO�VHUYLFH�SURMHFW�DQG�WKHQ�WDN-
ing on the tough conversations. It’s not to say those conver-
VDWLRQV�ZRQòW�VWLOO�EH�GLŃFXOW��EXW�LW�GRHV�PHDQ�WKH\òOO�VWDUW�
from a space of shared experience, common commitments, 

DQG�VRFLDO�FDSLWDO�UDWKHU�WKDQ�WKH�W\SLFDO�õ8V�YV��7KHPö�QDU-
rative.

35$��&DQ�\RX�JLYH�D�IHZ�H[DPSOHV�RI�VXFFHVVIXO�FDPSXV�LQWHU-
IDLWK�SURMHFWV"

3$7(/��:H�DUH�HQGOHVVO\�LPSUHVVHG�ZLWK�WKH�FUHDWLYH�DQG�
innovative ideas students come up with to build interfaith 
cooperation. This year we had nearly 10,000 students on 97 
campuses participating in our Better Together campaign, an 
interfaith action campaign focused on amplifying interfaith 
ZRUN�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�DURXQG�WKH�FRXQWU\�

As a part of the campaign last year, students at Hamline Uni-
versity (MN) adopted and helped to settle refugee families 
WR�WKH�7ZLQ�&LWLHV�DUHD��WKH\�ŁOOHG�WKH�KRXVH�ZLWK�GRQD-
tions collected by students from the local communities and 
threw welcome dinners for the new families. At Wesleyan 
8QLYHUVLW\��VWXGHQWV�VWDUWHG�DQ�DQQXDO�õ)DVW�$�7KRQö�ZKHUH�
they encourage students to give up their cafeteria meals and 
raised thousands of dollars for a local food-related charity. 
7KH�HYHQW�HQFRXUDJHG�UHłHFWLRQ�DQG�LQWHQWLRQDO�GLDORJXH�
RQ�WKH�YDOXH�DQG�SUDFWLFH�RI�IDVWLQJ�LQ�GLŀHUHQW�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�
non-religious traditions. 

35$��:KHQ�ZH�VSHDN�RI�FDPSXV�OLIH�ZH�XVXDOO\�DUH�VSHDNLQJ�
of a young population. Are you seeing any particular trends in 
LQWHUIDLWK�SUDFWLFHV�DQG�FRPPLWPHQWV�DPRQJ�\RXQJ�SHRSOH"�

3$7(/��<RXQJ�SHRSOH�JUDVS�WKH�QHHG�IRU�LQWHUIDLWK�FRRSHUD-
tion and action in an immediate way. They’ve grown up with 
D�EHVW�IULHQG�RI�D�GLŀHUHQW�UHOLJLRXV�RU�QRQ�UHOLJLRXV�SHUVSHF-
WLYH��WKH\�ZHUH�LQ�KLJK�VFKRRO�GXULQJ�WKH������DWWDFNV��:KDW�
WKH\òUH�RIWHQ�ODFNLQJ�LV�FRQVWUXFWLYH�ODQJXDJH�WR�WDON�DERXW�
KRZ�WKLV�GHVLUH�WR�KDYH�IULHQGV�RI�GLŀHUHQW�EDFNJURXQGV�
FDQ�EH�KDUQHVVHG�WR�PDNH�SRVLWLYH�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��
and to mitigate much of the antisemitic and Islamophobic 
language that they hear. In the same way that young people 
SOD\HG�D�NH\�OHDGHUVKLS�UROH�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�RWKHU�VRFLDO�FKDQJH�
PRYHPHQWV��OLNH�WKH�UROH�RI�WKH�6WXGHQW�1RQYLROHQW�&RRU-
dinating Committee in the Civil Rights Movement), college 
VWXGHQWV�PD\�EH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�KHOS�XV�PDNH�LQWHUIDLWK�FRRS-
eration the norm and reality we are hoping for.

CHARLES COHEN

&2+(1��,òP�&KDUOHV�&RKHQ��SURIHVVRU�RI�+LVWRU\�DQG�
Religious Studies and Director of the Lubar Institute for 
the Study of the Abrahamic Religions at the University of 
Wisconsin, (LISAR). The institute was founded in 2005 and 
our mission is to conduct research on and stimulate conver-
sations about the Abrahamic traditions, most notably Juda-
ism, Christianity, and Islam.

%(5/(7��7KH�/XEDU�,QVWLWXWH�KDV�D�JRDO�RI�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�
VLPLODULWLHV�DQG�GLŀHUHQFHV�DPRQJ�WKH�$EUDKDPLF�UHOLJLRQV��
(PEHGGHG�LQ�WKDW�LV�DOVR�D�JRDO�RI�H[SDQGLQJ�XQGHUVWDQG-
LQJ�DPRQJ�WKH�YDULRXV�UHOLJLRQV�DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�
VWXGHQWV��&DQ�\RX�WDON�D�OLWWOH�ELW�DERXW�WKDW"

&2+(1��7KHUH�DUH�DW�OHDVW�û�WZR�FHQWHUV�RI�DFWLYLW\�DQG�,�
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WKLQN�WKH\�DUH�LQWLPDWHO\�UHODWHG��$W�RQH�OHYHO��,òOO�FDOO�LW�
DFDGHPLF��LV�DQ�HQWHUSULVH�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�UHVHDUFK�DERXW�WKH�
historical cultural religious interactions of Judaism, Christi-
anity, and Islam as parts of a larger tradition rather than as 
individual religious traditions, and to see them always as in 
dialogue with each other, in contest with each other if you 
will—which has certainly often happened—but not in isola-
tion. That then carries into practice [the interaction among] 
Christians, Muslims, and Jews at a variety of levels. 

There’s a scholarly level [where] we try to engage religious 
leaders as well, members of the laity and non-members of 
these communities. That includes students. We encourage 
[people] to learn about one another’s traditions and simply 
meet each other to discover each other as living members of 
those traditions and as human beings.

%(5/(7��,�ZDV�RQ�WKH�DGYLVRU\�ERDUG�WR�WKH�3%6�VHULHV�With 
God on Our Side�>ZLWK@�*HRUJH�0DUVGHQ��+HòV�D�VFKRODU�RI�
UHOLJLRQ��D�YHU\�ZHOO�NQRZQ�SHUVRQ�ZKR�WDNHV�KLV�VFKRODUVKLS�
TXLWH�VHULRXVO\��2QH�RI�WKH�WKLQJV�WKDW�FDPH�RXW�ZDV�>WKDW�
VRPH@�SHRSOH�RI�IDLWK�ZHUH�DOVR�VFKRODUV��7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�
RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�GRQòW�XQGHUVWDQG�KRZ�WKDW�FDQ�HYHQ�EH��

0DUVGHQ�ZHQW�RQ�WR�ZULWH�DQ�HVVD\�DERXW�KRZ�WLUHG�KH�ZDV�
RI�KDYLQJ�SHRSOH�DVN�KRZ�KH�FRXOG�EH�D�VFKRODU�DQG�SUDFWLFH�D�
UHOLJLRQ��+DYH�\RX�UXQ�LQWR�>WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�ZKHUH@�SHRSOH�FRPH�
up to you and say “you’re an intellectual, you’re a rational 
SHUVRQ��KRZ�FDQ�\RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�D�IDLWK�ZKLFK�LV�E\�GHŁQLWLRQ�
LUUDWLRQDO"ö

&2+(1��:HOO�LQWHUHVWLQJO\��WKH�PRVW�SRLQWHG�TXHULHV�,�JRW�
DERXW�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�û�LQ�RI�DOO�SODFHV�.D]DNKVWDQ��,�ZHQW�
with a group of University of Wisconsin faculty because 
we’re involved in trying to develop a relationship with a new 
university there. In any case, as part of the visit I was del-
egated to give a lecture to a group of high school students. 
7KH�UHOLJLRXV�SROLF\�RI�.D]DNKVWDQ�LV�LQWHUHVWLQJ��,�ZRQòW�JR�
into it, but that was why I was chosen to do it. So I gave a 
WDON�RQ�UHOLJLRQ�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\��VXJJHVWLQJ�WKDW�UHOLJLRQ�LV�
an important part of our societies and that a university is a 
very important place in which it should be discussed. I was 
SUHSDUHG�IRU�WKH�NLQGV�RI�TXHVWLRQV�WKDW�$PHULFDQ�VWXGHQWV�
ZRXOG�JLYH�PH�RU�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKLQNðEXW�LQVWHDG�ZKDW�,�
JRW�ZDV�õGR�\RX�EHOLHYH�LQ�*RG"ö�DQG�ZKHQ�,�VDLG�\HV��LW�ZDV�
õKRZ�FDQ�\RX�KDYH�DQ\�WKHRU\�RI�FDXVDWLRQ"ö��,òP�>SDUD-
phrasing] in a little more sophisticated [way]).

In some ways it was both an expected, post-Marxist re-
VSRQVH��DW�DQRWKHU�OHYHO�,�WKRXJKW�LW�ZDV�D�NLQG�RI�VZHHW�
ignorance or at least innocence about how can you put these 
WZR�WKLQJV�WRJHWKHU"�,�UHDOL]HG�JLYHQ�ZKR�WKH�DXGLHQFH�
[was] and what we were trying to do, I had better answer as 
directly and as personally as I could, which is not something 
,�XVXDOO\�GR�RU�WDON�DERXW�LQ�WKDW�NLQG�RI�VLWXDWLRQ��

,�WKLQN�PRUH�QRUPDWLYHO\�DURXQG�WKH�DFDGHP\�û�WKHUHòV�DQ�
epistemological bias that is very real—and to a great degree 
understandable—that underlies and also subdues certain 
NLQGV�RI�WHQVLRQV��0\�VHQVH�LV�û�LV�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�PRUH�
practicing believers of a variety of traditions on universities 
[campuses] than they let on. I’ll put myself in that category 
for a large part of my career. When I was a graduate student 
early in my career and went on prattling about something 

DQG�RQH�RI�P\�SURIHVVRUV�VDLG�õWKDW�VRXQGV�YHU\�UHOLJLRXVö�
DQG�,�VDLG�õQR��LWòV�PHWDSK\VLFDO�ö�%HFDXVH�,�IHOW�WKDW�LI�,�ZHUH�
targeted or labeled as somehow religious it would ruin my 
career, whereas metaphysical … philosophical speculation 
[was] utterly [acceptable]. It’s interesting that you mentioned 
Marsden, because he’s really pushed the envelope here.

Research universities are built—and I’m enough of a child 
RI�WKH�(QOLJKWHQPHQW�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�QHHG�WR�EH�
built—primarily on epistemological grounds, reason and 
a bias against supernatural causation. The thing is that to 
EULQJ�XS�UHOLJLRXV�EHOLHI�DV�WKH�VWXGHQWV�LQ�.D]DNKVWDQ�UH-
acted would seem to suggest that if you believe you therefore 
PXVW�VXEVFULEH�WR�VRPH�NLQG�RI�VXSHUQDWXUDO�HSLVWHPRORJ\��
RU�WKDW�LQ�DQ\�FDVH�\RX�FDQQRW�PDNH�WKH�NLQGV�RI�VWDWHPHQWV�
that are part and parcel of normative intellectual life. And I 
WKLQN�WKDW�WKH�FXOWXUH�RI�UDWLRQDOLVW�HSLVWHPRORJ\�LQ�XQL-
YHUVLWLHV�LV�VR�SRZHUIXO�WKDW�RWKHU�WKRXJKWV�VRUW�RI�łRZ�LQ�D�
VXEWHUUDQHDQ�ZD\�DQG�YHU\��YHU\�VHOGRP�EUHDN�RXW�

%(5/(7��7KDW�LPSOLHV�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�PDQDJHPHQW�WKDW�JRHV�
RQ�IRU�SHRSOH�RI�IDLWK��,òP�ORRNLQJ�DW�VWXGHQWV�RQ�D�PRGHUQ�
XQLYHUVLW\�FDPSXV�DQG�ZKHQ�WKH\�DUH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�SDUW�
of a spiritual or religious belief system, they have to manage 
their devotion, their adherence to particular belief structures. 
,Q�D�SOXUDOLVWLF�VRFLHW\�DQG�D�XQLYHUVLW\�>FRPPXQLW\@�WKDW�GRHV�
GHPDQG�D�NLQG�RI�UDWLRQDOLVW�H[SODQDWLRQ�IRU�WKLQJV��DQG�WKLV�
FUHDWHV�WHQVLRQ�IRU�VWXGHQWV��:KHQ�\RX�DGG�LQWR�WKDW�FRQłLFW�
EHWZHHQ�0XVOLPV�DQG�-HZV�DQG�&KULVWLDQV��DQG�HVSHFLDOO\�GLI-
IHUHQFHV�RI�>RSLQLRQ@�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��WKLV�ZRXOG�VHHP�WR�
EH�D�UHDG\PDGH�HQYLURQPHQW�IRU�FRQłLFW�

&2+(1��:HOO��LW�PLJKW�EH�SKUDVHG�D�FRXSOH�RI�GLŀHU-
HQW�>ZD\V@��OHW�PH�WU\�DQG�VRUW�WKHP�RXW��7KH�ŁUVW�LV��DQ\�
religious student who (depending on one’s traditions) has 
a certain religious regimen, [engaging in] a university [or] 
any imposing impressive discipline structure in modern life 
û�FRXOG�EH�\RXU�MRE��6R�WKDWòV�RQH�VHW�RI�FRQłLFWV�RU�DW�OHDVW�
demands. How does one manage to function religiously in a 
pluralist and rather secular or at least normatively secularist 
society? The second is, what about tensions among believers 
on various issues? 

/HW�PH�MXVW�JR�WR�WKH�ŁUVW�RQH�ŁUVW��$FWXDOO\��,�VKRXOGQòW�VD\�
that in my opinion that the culture or the religious culture 
LV�DEVROXWHO\�QHXWUDO��&KULVWLDQV�JRW�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�ŁUVW�
DQG�WKH\�VHW�WKH�UXOHV��6XQGD\�LV�WKH�KROLGD\��VR�LV�6DWXUGD\��
I’ve become most aware of that now in dealing with Muslim 
students and faculty … particularly because of the [religious 
UHTXLUHPHQW@�WKDW�WKH\�SUD\�ŁYH�WLPHV�D�GD\��>,òYH�EHFRPH@�
LPSUHVVHG�WKDW�>WKH\@�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�DQG�KDYH�WKH�GLVFLSOLQH�
to carry out their faith commitments under circumstances 
WKDW�DUH�DW�OHDVW�LQFRQYHQLHQW��LI�QRW�PRUH�VR��,Q�DGMXVWLQJ�
your schedules—your prayer schedules, your class sched-
XOHV�WR�DOO�RI�WKH�RWKHU�GHPDQGV�WKDW�DUH�SXW�RQ�\RXðLV�MXVW�
WD[LQJ��HYHQ�LI�QR�RQH�LV�WU\LQJ�WR�NHHS�\RX�IURP�GRLQJ�WKDW��
,�KDYHQòW�KDG�û�UHDOO\�DQ\�H[SHULHQFH�RI�-HZV�KDYLQJ�GLŃFXO-
ties with that, and Christians I haven’t either. But of course 
WKH�VFKHGXOH�WKDW�ZH�OLYH�LQ��WKH�RŃFLDO�VFKHGXOHV�DUH�FHQ-
tered around the Christian calendar and everyone else has to 
DGMXVW�D�OLWWOH�ELW��

$W�D�SODFH�OLNH�>8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ@�ZHòUH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�
that the Eids are important for Muslims, so now that gets on 
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the university calendars. Instructors are always told when 
UHOLJLRXV�REVHUYDQFHV�DQG�FODVVURRP�SROLFLHV�FRQłLFW��<HDUV�
ago, when I was running Religious Studies, we came up with 
D�FDOHQGDU�WKDW�ZH�WULHG�WR�EH�DOO�LQFOXVLYHðZH�KDG�=RUR-
DVWULDQV�DQG�:LFFDQV�DQG�HYHU\RQH�ZH�FDQ�WKLQN�RI��DORQJ�
ZLWK�DQ�HYDOXDWLRQ�WR�JLYH�WR�DQ�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQðö+HUH�DUH�
WKH�KROLGD\V�DQG�KHUHòV�ZKDW�ZH�WKLQN�LV�WKH�SROLF\�WKDW�\RX�
VKRXOG�IROORZ�ö�$Q�REYLRXV�RQH��RQ�<RP�.LSSXU�DQ\RQH�
FODLPLQJ�WR�EH�-HZLVK�VKRXOG�JHW�WKDW�GD\�Rŀ��1RZ��WKH�
HLJKWK�GD\�RI�+DQXNNDK��LI�VRPHRQH�LV�UHDOO\��UHDOO\�REVHU-
vant and they claim [they cannot attend classes] then you 
VKRXOG�WDNH�WKDW�VHULRXVO\��EXW�IRU�PRVW�VWXGHQWV�WKDWòV�QRW�
going to be a good enough reason for missing classes. So all 
RI�WKHVH�DGMXVWPHQWV�DQG�GLVFXVVLRQV�JR�RQ�FRQVWDQWO\��

One other anecdote. I’ve been involved as Hillel … in a 
GLVFXVVLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�'HDQ�RI�6WXGHQWVò�RŃFH�DERXW�>HVWDEOLVK-
ing] a prayer space for Muslims. Some time ago a Muslim 
graduate student came to me and said she’d been trying to 
VHFXUH�D�SODFH��>6KH�VDLG@�WKDW�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�MXVW�SUD\�
wherever they are, and sometime they have to go to bath-
URRPV�>IRU�SULYDWH�SUD\HU�VSDFH@�DQG�ŁQG�LW�XQFRPIRUWDEOH��
6R�,òYH�EHHQ�JRLQJ�WR�PHHWLQJV��ZLWK�ŁUVW�RQH�VWXGHQW�DQG�
QRZ�DQRWKHU�VWXGHQW�KDV�WDNHQ�WKDW�VWXGHQWòV�SODFH��MXVW�WR�
WDON�DERXW�WKHVH�WKLQJV�DQG�WR�KHOS�WKH�FDPSXV�DFFRPPR-
GDWH�WR�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ��2Q�WKLV�FDPSXV��,�WKLQN�LPSUHVVLYHO\��
+LOOHO�VWHSSHG�LQ�DQG�RŀHUHG�VSDFH��RU�DW�OHDVW�VDLG�WKDW�DQ\�
Muslim students who wanted to use Hillel to do one of their 
GDLO\�SUD\HUV�ZRXOG�EH�ZHOFRPH��7KHVH�NLQGV�RI�FRQłLFWV�RU�
WHQVLRQV�,�WKLQN�DUH�EXLOW�LQWR�RXU�VRFLDO�IUDPHZRUN��EXW�RQ�
WKLV�FDPSXV�DQ\ZD\�,�WKLQN�JHQHUDOO\�WKH\�DUH�SUHWW\�ZHOO�
handled. 

6R�QRZ�WKH�RWKHU�FRQłLFW�WKDW�\RX�PHQWLRQ�DERXW�VWXGHQWV�
ZLWKLQ�WUDGLWLRQV��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKRVH�FRQłLFWV�WHQG�WR�EH�PRUH�
about politics than religion. Religion plays a part but if we’re 
WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�ZHòUH�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�-HZLVK�
conceptions of God as opposed to Muslim conceptions of 
*RG��ZKLFK�DFWXDOO\�,�WKLQN�DUH�SUHWW\�FORVH��:KDW�ZHòUH�WDON-
ing about is the wall between Israel and Palestine and the 
occupation and settlements and terrorism and etc. etc. So, 
OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�FDPSXV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�RU�OLNH�DQ\�RWKHU�
LQVWLWXWLRQ�RU�DQ\�SODFH�LQ�FLYLO�VRFLHW\��WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�LVVXHV�
UXE�XS�DJDLQVW�HDFK�RWKHU��,òG�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�DW�8:�ZH�
DUH�IDLUO\�VHQVLWLYH�WR�WKHVH�WKLQJV��$JDLQ��LI�WKH�łDVKSRLQW�
right now is between Jewish and Muslim students more 
JHQHUDOO\��DQG�DW�8:�0LOZDXNHH�WKH\òYH�FRPH�WR�EORZV�WKDW�
KDVQòW�KDSSHQHG�KHUH��,QGHHG��WR�JR�EDFN�WR�+LOOHO��WKH\òYH�
hosted Iftar dinners during Ramadan. There’s been a real 
HŀRUW�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�WKH�YDULRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV��RU�DW�OHDVW�
SDUWV�RI�WKRVH�YDULRXV�FRPPXQLWLHV�WR�UHDOO\�HQJDJH��,�OLNH�WR�
WKLQN�>/,6$5@�SOD\V�LWV�SDUW�DV�ZHOO��2XU�IHOORZV�û�FRQVLVW�RI�
Jews, Muslims, and Christians. For that matter, anyone who 
LV�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKRVH�WUDGLWLRQV�>LV�ZHOFRPH@�
and need not be a member—we’ve had agnostics, we’ve had 
DWKHLVWV�>DWWHQG�HYHQWV@��DQG�WKDWòV�ŁQH��<RX�MXVW�QHHG�WR�
want to be part of the conversation, but we don’t care from 
what perspective you enter into the conversation. 

%(5/(7��+HUH��DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ��WKHUH�KDV�EHHQ�
OHDGHUVKLS�WR�EXLOG�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�ZKLFK�,�WKLQN�ORJLFDOO\�RQH�
FRXOG�DUJXH�ZRXOG�SOD\�D�UROH�LQ�UHGXFLQJ�WKH�HVFDODWLRQ�RI�
disagreements into confrontations, and confrontations into 

SK\VLFDO�DVVDXOW��/HDGHUVKLS�FDQ�SOD\�D�UROH�E\�DQWLFLSDWLQJ�
WHQVLRQV�DQG�ŁQGLQJ�ZD\V�IRU�SHRSOH�WR�WDON�WR�RQH�DQRWKHU��
,V�WKDW�VXEFRQVFLRXVO\�SDUW�RI�WKH�/XEDU�,QVWLWXWH�DJHQGD"�
+DYLQJ�GRQH�WKH�UHVHDUFK��LWòV�FOHDUO\�DQ�DVSHFW�RI�KRZ�WKH�
8QLYHUVLW\�RI�:LVFRQVLQ�ORRNV�DW�WKHVH�LVVXHV��+RZ�FRQVFLRXV�
LV�WKDW"

&2+(1��2K��,�WKLQN�LWòV�DEVROXWHO\�FRQVFLRXV��7KH�LGHD�IRU�
WKH�,QVWLWXWH�ZDV�SURSRVHG�E\�6KHOGRQ�/XEDU��D�0LOZDXNHH�
EXVLQHVVPDQ�EDFN�LQ�������7KLV�LV�KLV�SRVW������PRPHQW��
and he’ll say that. He went to the chancellor and said he 
had an idea. The chancellor sent him to me and over a 
QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV�ZH�EHJDQ�WR�ZRUN�LW�RXW��7KHVH�NLQGV�RI�
conversations are very, very important for me. My interest 
is overdetermined, as a scholar who is running [a] Religious 
Studies [department] and as a Jew married to a Catholic who 
entered into rather complicated negotiations regarding our 
PDUULDJH��VR�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�IRU�PH�DUH�GHHSO\�
important. So yes, … I didn’t search [out] the idea for the 
institute, it found me. But when it fell in my lap, I thought 
2.��WKLV�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�,�WKLQN�LV�UHDOO\�LPSRUWDQW�DQG�,òG�OLNH�
WR�WU\�WR�PDNH�LW�ZRUN��

The campus has been very supportive, at least in principle. 
$V�\RX�FDQ�LPDJLQH�WKHUHòV�D�ORW�RI�SDSHUZRUN�RQH�KDV�WR�GR�
WR�GHYHORS�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�LQVLGH�D�ODUJH�EXUHDXFUDF\��
At no point in the development [of LISAR] did anyone say 
õ6WRS��ZH�VKRXOGQòW�EH�GRLQJ�WKLV�ö�,QGHHG��WKH�RSSRVLWH�ZDV�
true. 

Initially we had to reach out to all of the communities on 
FDPSXV��>û@�,�WKLQN�OHDGHUVKLS��UHDFKLQJ�RXW��EHLQJ�ZLOOLQJ�
WR�WDNH�RWKHU�SHRSOHòV�EHOLHIV�VHULRXVO\�DQG�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�
them [is important]. It’s not always easy and not everyone 
is particularly interested, and one meets a variety of re-
VLVWDQFHV��EXW�,òG�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�DW�WKLV�SRLQW��ŁYH�\HDUV�
RQ��HQRXJK�SHRSOH�RQ�FDPSXV�NQRZ�DERXW�XV�WKDW�VKRXOG�
GLVDJUHHPHQW�SRS�XS��WKH�ŁUVW�LPSXOVH�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�õWR�WKH�
EDUULFDGHV�ö��EXW�UDWKHU�õZDLW�D�PLQXWH��FDQ�ZH�VRUW�RI�WDON�
DERXW�WKLV�ŁUVW�ö

%(5/(7��7KH�SHUFHSWLRQ��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�
but also in the mainstream media, is that campuses are a 
SODFH�ZKHUH�-HZV�DQG�0XVOLPV�DUH�DW�HDFK�RWKHUòV�WKURDWV��:H�
KDYH�IRXQG�WKDW�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�RQ�VRPH�FDP-
SXVHV��RQ�VRPHZKDW�RI�D�UHJXODU�EDVLV��KHDU�FRPPHQWV�WKDW�
DUH�DFFXUDWHO\�FDOOHG�VOXUV��%XW�WKDWòV�GLŀHUHQW�IURP�SHRSOH�
LQ�ŁVW�ŁJKWV��7KH�QRUP�IRU�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�>VWXGHQWV@�LV�
VHSDUDWLRQðWKH\�GRQòW�LQWHUDFW��:KHQ�WKH\�GR�LQWHUDFW��LW�
LV�JHQHUDOO\�DURXQG�VRPH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQ�DURXQG�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW��6R�WKHUH�DUH�FRQIURQWDWLRQV��EXW�WKLV�LV�LVQòW�WKH�GD\�WR�
GD\�H[SHULHQFH�RI�PRVW�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV��+RZ�GR�
ZH�XQUDYHO�WKDW�SDFNDJH�IRU�SHRSOH"�2Q�RQH�KDQG��DQWLVHPL-
WLVP�DQG�,VODPRSKRELD�DUH�SUREOHPV�LQ�$PHULFD�WRGD\ðDQG�
people tend to diminish that antisemitism is still a problem, 
XQOHVV�WKH\�DUH�VWXG\LQJ�OHIW�ZLQJ�UKHWRULF�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�
(DVW��,�DP�D�OHIW�ZLQJHU�DQG�,�DP�KRUULŁHG�DW�ZKDW�,�KHDU�DW�
VRPH�PHHWLQJV�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�XVH�>DQWLVHPLWLF@�VWHUHRW\SHV��6R�
WKHUHòV�D�PHVV�KHUH��PDGH�PRUH�GLŃFXOW�WR�XQUDYHO�E\�SXEOLF�
SHUFHSWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�IDOVH��EXW�\RX�GRQòW�ZDQW�WR�PLQLPL]H�WKH�
fact that both antisemitism and Islamophobia still exist in 
WKH�8�6���HVSHFLDOO\�,VODPRSKRELRD�LQ�WHUPV�RI�SROLWLFDO�JDLQV�
being made by certain political forces.
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&2+(1��+RZ�GR�\RX�VWDUW�XQUDYHOLQJ�WKDW"�,�JXHVV�\RX�VWDUW�
providing information. … Is there antisemitism in Ameri-
can society? Sure. Maybe it’s where I get my information. 
I’m more concerned about traditional antisemitism from 
WKH�5LJKW��,I�-HZV�KDYH�EHHQ�NLOOHG�LQ�WKH�SDVW�WHQ�RU�WZHQW\�
years, and there are very, very few of these [murders], the 
hate crimes have come from the Right, [not] from the Left. 
6R�&KULVWLDQ�,GHQWLW\�JURXSV��QHRQD]LV��HWF��HWF��,òP�VWLOO�
aware—when  Jews pray on the High Holy Days [at] every 
synagogue I’ve ever gone to there’s been a policeman outside 
for our own protection, not that anything’s ever happened. I 
KDYHQòW�QRWLFHG�WKDW�û�DW�FKXUFKHV��QRW�HYHQ�PRVTXHV�

Is there antisemitism? Is it the daily fact of life of students 
RQ�FDPSXV"�7KLV�LV�WKH�FDPSXV�,�NQRZ�EHVW��DQG�,�GRQòW�VHH�
it at all evident regularly. Do individual [incidents] occur? 
2I�FRXUVH��,�WKLQN�WKH\�RFFXU�RQ�UDFLDO�JURXQGV��RQ�HWKQLF�
grounds.

6RPHWLPHV�-HZV�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�LWòV�ZRUVH�IRU�XV��DQG�WKHUHòV�D�
certain sensitivity that’s hardwired into Jewish history and 
WKDW�WKH�+RORFDXVW�UHLQIRUFHV��WKDW�PDNHV�-HZV�VHQVLWLYH��
That’s not to diminish the reality of all of that, it’s to say that 
sometimes—I can say this as a Jew—we get very hypersensi-
tive about that. 

Is there Islamophobia? Islamophobia at the political level is 
YHU\��YHU\�UHDO��0XVOLPV�,�NQRZ�VD\�WR�PH�WKDW�WKH\òUH�PRUH�
nervous and more concerned than they have been in a long 
time. But again, on campus I’m less aware [of problems]. 
Are there encounters where one student may say something 
to another student? Inevitably. I’m not aware that they’ve 
ULVHQ�WR�D�OHYHO�EH\RQG�WKH�QRUPDO�EDFNJURXQG�QRLVH��'RHV�
it happen to Christian students? I’m sure it does, perhaps 
less in part because they may be less ethnically or racially or 
[observably] religious. So [Christians] are less targeted. But I 
WKLQN�WKDW�WKLV�ORZ�OHYHO�VQHHU�DW�FHUWDLQ�NLQGV�RI�EHOLHIVðLI�
they are brought out in conversation—is there. 

6R��\HV�WKHUH�DUH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�GLVOLNH��,�VXVSHFW�
we will always have them. The issue is how do we discern, 
DW�ZKDW�SRLQW�GR�WKH\�JHW�WR�OHYHOV�ZKHUH�VRPH�NLQG�RI�
LQWHUYHQWLRQ�LV�QHFHVVDU\"�$W�SODFHV�>OLNH@�0LOZDXNHH�ZKHUH�
-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�VWXGHQWV�KDYH�JRWWHQ�LQWR�ŁVWLFXŀV��LQ�
California […] now you’re dealing with political issues … 
with, demonstrative behavior. 

So things have moved to a certain level but again [these 
incidents are] about politics … The only time [Jewish and 
Muslim students interact] are in circumstances where they 
tend to be in disagreement, in passionate disagreement. 
There’s no preparation for how to deal with that except that 
-HZV�ZLOO�õNQRZö�WKDW�0XVOLPV�VXSSRUW�WKH�3DOHVWLQLDQV�DQG�
WKHUHIRUH�VXSSRUW�WHUURULVP��DQG�0XVOLPV�õNQRZö�WKDW�-HZV�
support Israel and are therefore in favor of the occupation 
DQG�VR�RQ��$QG�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�EHJLQV�WKHUH��,�WKLQN�WKH�
ŁUVW�WKLQJ�LV�WR�KDYH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�WDON�WR�HDFK�RWKHU��RU�MXVW�
meet each other, and Christians as well. I’m not saying that 
meeting people will necessarily change political positions, 
or that it will solve the Middle East crisis, [but] it may give 
students a little better sense of themselves as member of the 
American civil polity. That, to my mind, is one of the most 
important things that we can be doing.

%(5/(7��,òYH�>PHW�ZLWK@�D�IHZ�+LOOHO�DQG�>0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�

$VVRFLDWLRQ@�06$�OHDGHUV��DQG�,òYH�DOZD\V�IRXQG�WLPH�WR�DVN�
WKLV�RQH�TXHVWLRQ��ZKDW�DJJUDYDWHV�\RX�WKH�PRVW"�7KH�PRVW�
FRPPRQ�DQVZHU�IURP�ERWK�û�LV�WKDW�WKH\�UHDOO\�ZLVK�SHRSOH�
ZRXOG�QRW�DVVXPH�WKDW�WKH\�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�WKLQN�DERXW�WKH�
0LGGOH�(DVW��EHFDXVH�ZLWKLQ�WKHLU�FKDSWHUV�WKHUHòV�D�ZLGH�
UDQJH�RI�RSLQLRQV��7R�VD\�WKDW�D�-HZLVK�VWXGHQW�DŃOLDWHG�ZLWK�
+LOOHO�RU�D�0XVOLP�VWXGHQW�DŃOLDWHG�ZLWK�WKH�06$�KDV�D�SDUW\�
OLQH�RQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�TXHVWLRQ�LV�DEVXUG��,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�
D�NLQG�RI�VWHUHRW\SLQJ�WKDW�WKHQ�FUHDWHV�D�NLQG�RI�DQJVW�ZLWKLQ�
ERWK�-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�FRPPXQLWLHV�DERXW�WKHLU�FKLOGUHQ�
JRLQJ�WR�FDPSXVHV�ZKHUH�WKH\�SHUFHLYH�WKH�HQYLURQPHQW�WR�EH�
XQZHOFRPLQJ�

&2+(1��5LJKW��,�JHW�D�VHQVH��DQG�QRW�DOZD\V�IURP�VWXGHQWV��
WKDW�HYHQ�WKH�LGHD�RI�WDONLQJ�WR�WKHP�LV�LWVHOI�>D�TXHVWLRQ@ð
why would you do that? And yet it seems to me if you don’t 
>PHHW�DQG�WDON@�WKH�PRVW�WKDW�FDQ�KDSSHQ�LV�\RX�FDQ�UHLQ-
IRUFH�VWHUHRW\SHV�RQ�HDFK�VLGH��<RXòUH�QRW�DFWLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�IXOO�
range of information that’s available. 

$JDLQ��,�GRQòW�WKLQN�WKDW�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�SHRSOH�ZLOO�QHFHVVDU-
ily change political positions, but it may give a sense that 
there are more possibilities [beyond] a sort of bipolar model, 
>WKDW@�PLJKW�OHDG�û�WR�FUHDWLYH�WKLQNLQJ�ZH�YHU\�PXFK�QHHG��
,�WKLQN�$PHULFDQ�0XVOLPV�KDYH�D�YHU\�GLŃFXOW�EXW�DEVR-
lutely critical role to play both within the American polity 
DQG�DEURDG��,�WKLQN�ZHòYH�UHDFKHG�D�WLPH�LQ�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�
WKH�YDULRXV�WUDGLWLRQV��LQ�WHUPV�RI�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�DQG�VR�RQ��
where American Muslims have to explain Islam to the rest of 
Americans. They have to learn that they have to do that and 
they also have to explain America to the rest of Muslims. 
Now American Muslims are a very tiny percentage of both 
the American population and the worldwide Muslim popula-
tion, but because they’ve achieved a certain prominence and 
,�ZRXOG�VD\�RYHUDOO�D�ZHOO�EHLQJ���DOWKRXJK�WKH\�KDYH�WR�ŁJKW�
through the current winds of Islamophobia,) what they tell 
their fellow Americans about what it means to be Muslim 
will be very informative for helping the rest of us grapple 
with issues of bringing in another religious group. This is a 
dynamic that’s gone on for three or four centuries. 

$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH��,�WKLQN�>$PHULFDQ�0XVOLPV@�FDQ�VWDUW�
WHOOLQJ�0XVOLPV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�GLŀHUHQW�YLHZV�RI�ZKDW�
$PHULFD�LV��DQG�WKDW�,VODP�FDQ�OLYH�TXLWH�FRPIRUWDEO\�ZLWKLQ�
American religious culture. Those statements, broadening 
and strengthening American civic culture on the one hand, 
DQG�>FRQYH\LQJ@�D�GLŀHUHQW�ZD\�IRU�0XVOLPV�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�
[…] America and their own societies on the other, are very 
important. Now these changes aren’t going to happen over-
QLJKWïLW�ZLOO�WDNH�DW�OHDVW�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�RU�PRUH��,�WKLQN��%XW�
,�WKLQN�WKDW�WKLV�LV�DQ�HQWHUSULVH�WKDW�LV�YHU\��YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�
and very, very well worth doing. And it’s not advanced by 
MXVW�NHHSLQJ�RXUVHOYHV�DSDUW�IURP�HDFK�RWKHU�

%(5/(7��,�KDYH�WR�WHOO�\RX��KRZ�LPSUHVVHG�,�KDYH�EHHQ�LQ�
KHDULQJ�WKH�/,6$5�IHOORZV�û�WKH\�UHSUHVHQWHG�WKHPVHOYHV�DQG�
WKH�/XEDU�,QVWLWXWH�YHU\�ZHOOû�

&2+(1��7KDQN�\RX�

%(5/(7��ûDQG�WKH\�FRPH�LQ�VR�QHUYRXV��VD\LQJ�õ,�GRQòW�NQRZ�
ZK\�\RXòG�ZDQW�WR�WDON�WR�PH��,òP�QRW�DUWLFXODWH�ö�DQG�WKHQ�
WKH\�DUH��LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ZD\V��,PSOLFLW�LQ�DOO�RI�WKH�LQWHUYLHZV�
,òYH�GRQH�VR�IDU�LV�D�NLQG�RI�FKDUPLQJ�RSWLPLVP�DQG�KRSH��



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 112  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

QRW�D�FUHGXORXV��õZHòUH�DOO�JRLQJ�WR�JHW�DORQJ��WKHUHòUH�QR�
GLVDJUHHPHQWV�ö�(YHU\�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ�KDV�VDLG��õWKLV�LV�KDUG��
I still don’t understand some things, I have some questions, 
,�QHHG�DQVZHUV�ö�$QG�\HW�HYHU\RQH�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKLV�SURMHFW�
LV�DW�OHDVW�LPSOLFLWO\�RSWLPLVWLF�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�D�IXWXUH�ZKHUH��
despite continual disagreement, peace among the communi-
WLHV�LV�SRVVLEOH��(YHQ�LI�LW�WDNHV�D�JHQHUDWLRQ��/,6$5�IHOORZV�
seem committed to the idea that at least part of their job is to 
change things.

&2+(1��<HV��DQG�,�WKLQN�WKDW�DOO�RI�XV�LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�,QVWL-
tute feel that way. I’m glad to hear you say that about the 
fellows, observing them independently. Now to be sure, 
SHRSOH�ZLWK�D�FHUWDLQ�NLQG�RI�LQFOLQDWLRQ�SUHVHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�
WR�EH�IHOORZV��%XW�,�WKLQN�WKDW�VHQVH�RI�RSWLPLVP�RU�DW�OHDVW�
JRRGZLOO�LV�LPSHUDWLYH��,òG�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�WKDW�LQ�D�JHQHUDWLRQ�
down the line the United States will have passed through the 
worst excesses of [its] Islamophobia. My wife will tell you 
that I’m an extremely depressive and pessimistic personal-
ity so I don’t express optimism lightly, though my sense 
as a historian does suggest to me that there is a dynamic 
LQ�$PHULFDQ�UHOLJLRXV�OLIH��,�WKLQN�DPRQJ�JOREDO�VRFLHW-
ies we are very, very good at hewing to our stated ideals of 
religious freedom and letting people in. That doesn’t say 
WKDW�WKH\�FRPH�LQ�HDVLO\��DQG�3XULWDQV�KDQJHG�4XDNHUV�LQ�
17th century Massachusetts. There were occasionally fatal, 
bloody battles between Protestants and Catholics in the 19th 
century. Every group that comes here gets bruised, and they 
have to throw elbows. Elbows not bombs, though there have 
been a few of those—a century ago Jews were anarchists and 
communists and some of them were [perceived as] danger-
ous to the polity. But in the end, everyone who had wanted 
to come [to the United States] has won acceptance. What 
,�OLNH�WR�FDOO�WKH�EHWWHU�QDWXUHV�RU�EHWWHU�DQJHOV�RI�RXU�FLYLF�
QDWXUHV�KDYH�SUHYDLOHG�DQG�,�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�WKLQN�WKH\�ZLOO�
prevail again. 

Muslims will have to help themselves. I’ve heard some 
students say, why do we have to explain [Islam to every-
one else]? Well, in an ideal world you don’t, but in this one 
you do. And a lot of that is because there are not a lot of 
people who go as far as the guy who stands up with the sign 
saying “everything I learned about Islam I learned about 
RQ������ö�EXW�WKHUH�DUH�SHRSOH�OLNH�WKDW��7KHUH�DUH�>DOVR@�
SHRSOH�ZKR�VD\��õ(YHU\WKLQJ�,�NQRZ�DERXW�,VODP�\RX�FRXOG�
SXW�LQ�D�WKLPEOH�ö�7KHUH�DUH�D�ORW�RI�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�VLPSO\�
uninformed. They’re not going to become informed with-
out some Muslim help in explaining [Muslim beliefs and 
practices]. I don’t want to put this all on Muslims—this is on 
a lot of us as well—but Muslims are the best explicators of 
WKHLU�RZQ�WUDGLWLRQV�DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�QHHG�WR�PDNH�WKDW�FDVH��DV�
LQGHHG�,�WKLQN�WKH\òUH�GRLQJ��

What the Institute strives to do is to allow every [faith 
WUDGLWLRQ@�WR�PDNH�LWV�FDVH�LQ�DQ�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�ZH�KRSH�
SURPRWHV�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�FRQYHUVDWLRQV��:LOO�WKHUH�EH�GLV-
agreements? Absolutely; the goal is not some sort of perfec-
tionist utopia where no one ever disagrees. The only place 
we get that is an asylum where everyone’s drugged. Even 
then, they’re probably disagreeing with the doctors about 
something—but that’s not the goal. The goal is a strong civil 
society where people may agree to disagree, but they also 
agree to agree. 

So, again, I’m intrigued to hear about the fellows through 
\RXU�LQWHUYLHZV�EHFDXVH�\RX�LQWHUDFW�ZLWK�WKHP�GLŀHUHQWO\�
than I [do]. The fellows have been a part of the Institute from 
the very beginning. Indeed, when I started the Institute in 
2005, there was me and an empty room, then I hired an ad-
PLQLVWUDWRU�DQG�WKHQ�,�JRW�IHOORZV��7KH�ŁUVW�\HDU�>FRQVLVWHG�
RI@�WDONLQJ�ZLWK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�VD\LQJ��õ:KDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR"�
:KDW�VKRXOG�WKLV�,QVWLWXWH�GR"ö�DQG�WKHLU�WDONLQJ�WR�HDFK�
other and to me. The fellows interacting [among themselves] 
is as much as anything what the Institute does. […] We are 
Jews, Muslims and Christians, people of strong faith com-
PLWPHQWV��SHRSOH�RI�ZHDN�IDLWK�FRPPLWPHQWV��SHRSOH�RI�QR�
IDLWK�FRPPLWPHQWV�EXW�DQ�LQWHUHVW�LQ�WKH�HQWHUSULVH��,�WKLQN�
that the doing of it rather than the proclamation, is the most 
important thing, and I am delighted to have students along.

APRIL ROSENBLUM

April Rosenblum is a progressive human rights activist who 
wrote The Past Didn’t Go Anywhere: Making Resistance to 
Antisemitism Part of All of Our Movements, a highly-regarded 
guide for Leftists on how to avoid antisemitism while paying 
attention to challenging other forms of bigotry. 

%(5/(7��:KDW�GLG�\RX�VWXG\�DW�7HPSOH�8QLYHUVLW\��DQG�GLG�
\RXU�FRXUVHZRUN�KHOS�VKDSH�\RXU�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�
RQ�WKH�/HIW"

526(1%/80��,�VWDUWHG�RXW�DV�D�VRFLRORJ\�PDMRU��DQG�,�DOVR�
minored in Spanish. I had been involved in grassroots activ-
LVP�VLQFH�KLJK�VFKRRO��DQG�,�WRRN�WLPH�Rŀ�EHIRUH�VWDUWLQJ�
FROOHJH�WR�ZRUN�DQG�GR�DFWLYLVP��RQ�LVVXHV�OLNH�8�6��SROLWL-
cal prisoners and police brutality, antiracism, reproductive 
ULJKWV��DQG�HFRQRPLF�MXVWLFH��%XW�ZKHQ�WKH������DWWDFNV�
happened, I felt an urge to reach out to the Arab and Muslim 
students and try to show some support if I could. I had 
NQRZQ�DERXW�KRZ�-DSDQHVH�$PHULFDQV�ZHUH�LQWHUQHG�GXULQJ�
World War II and I felt worried that there was going to be 
D�VLPLODU�SRSXODU�RXWEUHDN�RI�KDWUHG�DJDLQVW�WKHP��DQG�LQ�
IDFW��,�IRXQG�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�UHDOO\�ZRUULHG��WRR��:KHQ�,�ŁUVW�
ventured into the student life area after 9/11 to drop by the 
Muslim Students Association, there was a huddle of female 
students together crying.

,�FRXOG�UHDOO\�UHODWH�WR�WKH�IHDU�WKDW�WKH\�IHOW�DQG�,�WKLQN�RQ�
VRPH�OHYHO�,�NQHZ�LW�ZDV�EHFDXVH�,òP�-HZLVK�DQG�,�JUHZ�XS�
hearing and reading stories of everything being normal, 
and then one day a nation turning on you and coming to get 
\RX��2QH�RI�WKH�ZD\V�,�IHOW�OLNH�,�FRXOG�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�WKRVH�
students was to study Arabic, so I started to study that at 
Temple and later in Morocco, and made a lot of friends at 
school whose opinions and experiences were very important 
to me.

Throughout all this, I was getting more curious about the 
most prominent issues these days where Jews and Arabs are 
in the news, which is Israel/Palestine politics and Middle 
(DVW�SROLWLFV��,W�VWDUWHG�RXW�DV�D�YHU\�NQHH�MHUN��JXLOW�EDVHG�
thing where I wanted to prove that there were Jews in this 
FRXQWU\�ZKR�GRQòW�DJUHH�ZLWK�DQG�ZLOO�VSHDN�XS�DJDLQVW�



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 113  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

ZKDW�LV�KDSSHQLQJ�WR�3DOHVWLQLDQV��$OWKRXJK�,�GRQòW�WKLQN�
,�FDSLWDOL]HG�RQ�DQWLVHPLWLF�VWHUHRW\SHV�LQ�P\�DFWLYLVP��
,�ZDV�GHŁQLWHO\�WKDW�SHUVRQ�ZKR�ZDV�WU\LQJ�WR�GLVWDQFH�
P\VHOI�IURP�RWKHU�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�PDNH�P\VHOI�ORRN�
better than the Jewish students who had more right-wing 
views than mine. I was angry at other Jews and I had a lot of 
distinct memories of negative experiences as a child around 
WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\�WKDW�FRORUHG�WKDW��VSHFLŁFDOO\�DURXQG�
class and experiences of exclusion. So there was no instinct 
in me when I started out to be in solidarity with Jews AND 
Arabs and Muslims.

%XW�SUHWW\�TXLFNO\�,�JRW�WKDW�LI�,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�P\�DFWLYLVP�
around Israel and Palestine from a real place, I needed to 
learn about who I was as a Jew. That’s how I started to study 
Jewish history. And that became totally fascinating to me 
SUHWW\�PXFK�LPPHGLDWHO\��,�ZDV�DEOH�WR�FKDQJH�P\�PDMRU�VR�
WKDW�LW�ZDV�HVVHQWLDOO\�D�FXVWRPL]HG�PDMRU�LQ�JOREDO�-HZLVK�
KLVWRU\��DQG�WKH�QH[W�IHZ�\HDUV�ZHUH�ŁOOHG�ZLWK�OHDUQLQJ�
about my people and Jewish culture until I felt really at home 
WKHUH�DQG�,�KDG�DWWDLQHG�D�OHYHO�RI�łXHQF\�WKDW�PDGH�XS�IRU�
WKH�ZD\V�,�KDG�EHHQ�RQ�WKH�PDUJLQV�DV�D�NLG�

My growth as a scholar and an activist during this time was 
LQGHEWHG�WR�VRPH�UHDOO\�DPD]LQJ�SURIHVVRUV�,�KDGð-HZ-
ish, Muslim, and white, gentile professors. These profes-
VRUV�ZHUH�UHDOO\�DQ�H[DPSOH�WR�PH�RI�KRZ�\RX�FRXOG�VSHDN�
out with integrity on the policies that you opposed, from a 
SODFH�RI�ŁUPQHVV�DQG�GLJQLW\�DQG�DOVR�JHQXLQH�LQWHOOHFWXDO�
curiosity instead of dogmatism, and they had a very collegial 
atmosphere together that modeled something really good 
for us as their students.

%(5/(7��'LG�\RX�HQFRXQWHU�VLWXDWLRQV�ZKLOH�DW�7HPSOH�WKDW�
OHG�\RX�WR�GHFLGH�WR�FKDOOHQJH�DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�WKH�/HIW�DQG�RU�
RQ�FDPSXVHV"�

526(1%/80��7KH�VLWXDWLRQ�WKDW�ŁUVW�MROWHG�PH�DZDNH�DERXW�
antisemitism on the Left occurred on my campus, but it 
wasn’t student activism. It was 2001 and there was a local 
FRPPXQLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�WKDW�KHOG�D�SDQHO�GLVFXVVLRQ�RQ�WKH�
World Conference on Racism in Durban, South Africa, and 
co-sponsored it with a number of other local activist groups. 
Both Israel and the U.S. had pulled out of this conference, 
purportedly because of an antisemitic atmosphere—and 
WKHUH�ZDV�SUREOHPDWLF�VWXŀ�WKDW�KDSSHQHG�DW�WKDW�FRQIHU-
ence—but both governments’ decisions to leave were prob-
ably in large part to shield themselves from criticism for 
their policies.

,Q�WKH�FRXUVH�RI�WKH�HYHQW��RQH�SDUWLFXODU�VSHDNHU�HQGHG�XS�
JRLQJ�IURP�FULWLFL]LQJ�=LRQLVWV�WR�VD\LQJ�LQWHQVHO\��XQPLV-
WDNDEO\�DQWL�-HZLVK�WKLQJVðIRU�LQVWDQFH��WKDW�*HUPDQV�KDG�
been the victims of Jewish control, that Jews were control-
ling America today, and that oppressed people in the U.S. 
should rise up against Jews the way the Germans had. Two 
people in the room stood up and challenged what was being 
VDLG��D�QRQ�-HZLVK�ZRPDQ�RI�FRORU�DQG�D�FORVH�IULHQG�RI�PLQH�
who was Jewish.

It was really frightening for me to hear about blatant, old-
style antisemitism being voiced in an event that was sup-
SRVHG�WR�EH�DERXW�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH��%XW�ZKDW�UHDOO\�VWD\HG�ZLWK�
me and my friend was that we had many friends in the audi-

HQFH��IHOORZ�ZKLWH�DQWLUDFLVW�DFWLYLVWV�ZKR�ZH�KDG�NQRZQ�
well for years, yet none of them stood up and said anything 
when this happened. In fact, they didn’t even approach my 
IULHQG�DERXW�LW�DIWHUZDUGV�WR�FKHFN�LQðLW�ZDV�OLNH�WKH\�ZHUH�
SDUDO\]HG�DERXW�LW�

This was a turning point for me in many ways. It was, unfor-
WXQDWHO\��MXVW�WKH�ŁUVW�RI�D�ORW�RI�VLPLODU�LQFLGHQWV�LQ�JUDVV-
roots Left spaces that I either witnessed myself or learned 
of as I got into researching for my pamphlet. But what it 
taught me was that for many people on the Left—probably 
WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�XVðZKHQ�ZH�GRQòW�VD\�DQ\WKLQJ�WR�FRXQWHU�
antisemitism that’s right in our face, it’s not because we 
are comfortable with those messages. It’s because when it 
FRPHV�WR�WKLV�SDUWLFXODU�LVVXH��ZH�GRQòW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�VWDQG�
XS��:H�GRQòW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WR�VD\��:HòYH�QHYHU�EHHQ�JLYHQ�WKH�
tools to confront it, the  way for instance antiracist activists 
have developed formal trainings to give white people the 
WRROV�WR�FKDOOHQJH�UDFLVP�LQ�WKHLU�GDLO\�ZRUN��:H�KDYH�VHOI�
doubt about saying anything, because the people spouting 
antisemitic rhetoric seem very sure of themselves, whereas 
the rest of us have never been given a radical perspective on 
this issue.

I was able to see this because these particular activists, who 
KDGQòW�VWRRG�XS�IRU�P\�IULHQG��ZHUH�SHRSOH�,�NQHZ�DQG�ORYHG��
I trusted them on any other issue. So what came out of it 
ZDV�VRPHWKLQJ�UHDOO\�DPD]LQJ�DQG�YDOXDEOH�WR�P\�HGXFD-
tion. I proposed to them that they should be the members 
of a monthly class that I would design on antisemitism and 
how to oppose it from a radical perspective. We called this 
JURXS�õ$OOLHV�WR�-HZV�ö�7KH�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�YHU\�GHGLFDWHG��
they really thought deeply about the issues we discussed and 
about what made anti-Jewish oppression operate somewhat 
GLŀHUHQWO\�WKDQ�WKH�RWKHU�RSSUHVVLRQV�ZH�ZHUH�PRUH�IDPLOLDU�
ZLWK��DQG�WKH\�DFWHG�DV�D�IRFXV�JURXS�IRU�WKH�ZRUN�WKDW�ZHQW�
into my pamphlet. Running this group built a lot of faith in 
me in the capacity of non-Jewish activists to stand up on this 
issue when they are given the tools to put their real values 
into action.

The last assignment for the group members was to have 
a conversation with a fellow activist, who did not already 
share their understanding of antisemitism, about why they 
ZHUH�LQ�WKLV�JURXS��7KLV�ZDV�D�PDMRU�SHUVRQDO�FKDOOHQJH�IRU�
my friends, who didn’t consider themselves very expert on 
WKLV�LVVXH�RU�DEOH�WR�FDVXDOO\�GHIHQG�WKHLU�YLHZV��7KH\�WRRN�
it on with a great deal of heart and I admired their commit-
ment to do it despite their fear. I was afraid of conversations 
OLNH�WKDW�WRRðWKDWòV�ZK\�,�ZURWH�D�SDPSKOHW�WKDW�,�FDQ�MXVW�
hand to someone instead of having to have a scary conversa-
WLRQ�ZLWK�HYHU\�SHUVRQ�ZKR�VD\V�VRPHWKLQJ�RŀHQVLYH�

%XW�LQ�JHQHUDO��,�WKLQN�LWòV�WKH�MRE�RI�-HZLVK�DFWLYLVWV�WR�JHW�XS�
the courage to reach out and help our closer non-Jewish col-
leagues cultivate an understanding of this so that they can 
EH�RXU�DOOLHVðDQG�LWòV�WKH�MRE�RI�WKRVH�DOOLHV�WR�FRQIURQW�WKH�
PRUH�HJUHJLRXV�RŀHQGHUV�

%(5/(7��'LG�\RXU�ZRUN�RQ�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�LVVXHV�GXULQJ�DQG�
DIWHU�FROOHJH�GHPRQVWUDWH�WR�\RX�WKDW�WKHUH�ZDV�VWLOO�D�SUREOHP�
RI�DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�WKH�/HIW"

526(1%/80��0RVW�GHŁQLWHO\��7KHUH�ZHUH�D�ORW�RI�SDUWLFX-
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ODUO\�EODWDQW�LQFLGHQWV�DW�WKDW�WLPH�LQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�GLŀHUHQW�
PRYHPHQWV��DPRQJ�DQWL�JOREDOL]DWLRQ�DFWLYLVWV�DQG�DW�DQWL�
war demonstrations, where a lot of old antisemitic canards 
were getting recycled into new versions of the “Jews con-
WUROOLQJ�WKH�EDQNV�ö�RU�WKH�PHGLD�RU�ZDUV��$W�WKH�VDPH�WLPH�
Israeli military actions were getting a lot of news coverage, 
and the grassroots pro-Palestine movement was getting  a 
big boost of energy and becoming more vibrant.

In some of these incidents, the people who perpetrated the 
most virulently antisemitic things were white activists with 
either very confused understandings of progressive politics, 
or with actual disingenuous intentions. The views they 
were spouting were actually straight-up white supremacist 
propaganda or old-school antisemitic mythology that they 
had heard elsewhere and were now bringing into these 
progressive environments. But the atmosphere in a lot of 
WKHVH�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�GHPRQVWUDWLRQV�DQG�FDPSDLJQV�ZDV�VXFK�
WKDW�WKDW�WKHVH�NLQGV�RI�LGHDV�ZHUH�DEOH�WR�VHHS�LQ��DQG�VRPH�
casual observers would either agree with them, even cheer 
them on, and others would not agree but simply not see it as 
important to contradict them.

At the same time, there were many incidents of plain old 
traditional antisemitic violence around the world. These 
weren’t things that were happening on the Left; they were 
SHUSHWUDWHG�E\�WKH�VDPH�NLQGV�RI�UDFLVW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��LQ-
stitutions and individuals that have targeted Jews for a long 
WLPH��7KH\�UDQJHG�IURP�ELJ�WKLQJV�OLNH�DWWHPSWV�LQ�5XVVLDòV�
SDUOLDPHQW�WR�EDQ�DOO�RI�WKH�FRXQWU\òV�-HZLVK�RUJDQL]DWLRQV��
WR�LQGLYLGXDO�DWWDFNV�OLNH�WKH�WRUWXUH�DQG�PXUGHU�RI�D�\RXQJ��
ZRUNLQJ�FODVV�-HZLVK�PDQ�LQ�3DULV�E\�WKXJV�ZKR�WDUJHWHG�
-HZV�IRU�NLGQDSSLQJ��7KH�VRFLDO�MXVWLFH�PRYHPHQWV�,�ZDV�
a part of did not have an understanding that anti-Jewish 
oppression is a present-day reality, not something that 
spontaneously disappeared from the world after the Holo-
FDXVW�HQGHG��$QG�WKDW�DŀHFWHG�WKHLU�DELOLW\�WR�FRPSUHKHQG�
antisemitism when it happened in our circles.

%(5/(7��,Q�WKH�ERRNOHW�\RX�KLJKOLJKW�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�D�QXP-
EHU�RI�JURXSV�RWKHU�WKDQ�-HZV�DOVR�IDFH�LVVXHV�RI�RSSUHVVLRQ��
LQFOXGLQJ�0XVOLPV�DQG�$UDEV��+DYH�FROOHJHV�GRQH�HQRXJK�WR�
FRQIURQW�WKH�LVVXHV�RI�ELJRWU\�DQG�RSSUHVVLRQ�DV�D�ZD\�WR�KHOS�
EXLOG�FLYLO�VRFLHW\"

526(1%/80��&RQIURQWLQJ�ELJRWU\�LV�KDUG�HQRXJK��EXW�
colleges have a particular challenge on their hands when it 
comes to these particular issues, where multiple oppressed 
JURXSV�JHW�ZUDSSHG�XS�LQ�D�FRQłLFW�DQG�SRVLWLRQ�WKHPVHOYHV�
DJDLQVW�HDFK�RWKHU��&ROOHJHV�FDQ�SXW�D�ORW�RI�HŀRUW�LQWR�SUR-
moting an atmosphere of peaceful dialogue on campus, but 
at the end of the day they exist in a world where there are 
many, many forces trying to divide their students.

,�WKLQN�D�ORW�RI�WKH�DQWL�ELJRWU\�ZRUN�WKDW�QHHGV�WR�KDSSHQ�RQ�
college campuses really rests with the students. Professors 
FDQ�FUHDWH�D�FOLPDWH�WKDW�QXUWXUHV�WKLV�ZRUN��$QG�,�WKLQN�
ERWK�VWXGHQWV�DQG�XQLYHUVLW\�VWDŀ�KDYH�WR�EH�ZDU\�RI�ZHOO�
IXQGHG�SROLWLFDO�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�WKDW�VRPHWLPHV�WU\�WR�VLWXDWH�
WKHPVHOYHV�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�E\�ŁQDQFLDOO\�VSRQVRULQJ�
VWXGHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�RU�HYHQ�GHSDUWPHQW�HŀRUWV��DQG�ZKR�KDYH�
a political agenda in mind that is not about bringing stu-
GHQWV�RI�DOO�EDFNJURXQGV�WRJHWKHU��EXW�DERXW�OHQGLQJ�WKHLU�
own divisive ideas legitimacy.

,�ZHQW�WR�7HPSOH�DW�ZKDW�IHOW�OLNH�D�UHDOO\�VSHFLDO�WLPH��6RPH�
of us as Arab, Muslim, and Jewish students were able to 
EXLOG�FRQQHFWLRQV�WKDW�UHDOO\�SUHVHQWHG�D�GLŀHUHQW�RSWLRQ�IRU�
KRZ�VWXGHQW�DSSURDFKHV�WR�LQWHUJURXS�FRQłLFW�FRXOG�ZRUN��
$V�,�JRW�WR�NQRZ�WKH�$UDE�DQG�0XVOLP�NLGV�D�ORW�EHWWHU��,�
started to have a strong sense that Jews have much more in 
FRPPRQ�FXOWXUDOO\�DQG�DQ�HDVLHU�NLQVKLS�ZLWK�0XVOLP�DQG�
Arab culture than with a lot of American culture. We played 
with an idea of creating an Arab-Muslim-Jewish mutual de-
IHQVH�JURXS��ZKLFK�LV�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�,�VWLOO�ZRXOG�UHDOO\�OLNH�
WR�VHH�GHYHORS��ZKHUH�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHVH�GLŀHUHQW�JURXSV�
PDNH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�HDFK�RWKHU�WKDW�LI�RQH�RI�WKH�JURXSV�LV�
DWWDFNHGðLQ�VSHHFK�RU�LQ�DFWLRQðWKH�RWKHU�LV�UHDG\�WR�WDNH�
action to protect them. It becomes very hard to fuel tensions 
between groups if they have come to count on each other as 
the people who are going to be there to defend them when 
something really bad happens.

For a lot of students, whether they live on campus or com-
PXWH��JRLQJ�WR�FROOHJH�LV�WKH�ŁUVW�WLPH�LQ�WKHLU�OLYHV�ZKHUH�
WKH\òYH�KDG�DQ�RDVLV�WKDW�DOORZHG�WKHP�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�
they really believe in and what they really want for the 
world. Having that space away from the everyday, at a time 
in your life where you are willing to hope for something 
EHWWHU�WKDQ�ZKDW�\RX�VHH�DURXQG�\RX��RŀHUV�D�UHDOO\�SRZHUIXO�
chance for transformation. I believe in students, and what 
they can do with that chance.

 MOHAMMAD JA’FAR MAHALLATI

Mohammad Ja’far Mahallati is the Presidential Scholar of 
Islam at Oberlin University. He studies the cultures and 
WUDGLWLRQV�RI�0HGLWHUUDQHDQ�DQG�1HDU�(DVW�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��
especially that of Iran, which he represented at the United 
Nations as Ambassador.

%(5/(7��<RX�FRPH�IURP�D�IDPLO\�RI�,VODPLF�FOHULFV�DQG�VFKRO-
DUV�WKDW�WUDFHV�EDFN�RYHU�����\HDUV��<HW�\RX�OLYH�LQ�D�FRXQWU\�
ZKHUH�PDMRU�PHGLD�ŁJXUHV��SROLWLFLDQV��DQG�HYHQ�ZHOO�NQRZQ�
professors say outlandish, inaccurate, and biased things 
DERXW�WKH�UROH�RI�0XVOLPV�LQ�VRFLHWLHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
6XUHO\�\RX�PXVW�ŁQG�WKLV�DW�OHDVW�WLUHVRPH"

0$+$//$7,��,�FRPH�IURP�D�EDFNJURXQG�WKDW�JLYHV�PH�D�ELW�
RI�NQRZOHGJH�DERXW�WKH�FXOWXUHV�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�JOREH��
,W�PDNHV�PH�IHHO�VDG�WR�VHH�WKH�VKHHU�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�
RU�ODFN�RI�DFFXUDWH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�LV�EHKLQG�PXFK�RI�WKH�
controversies and clashes we see from time to time. A good 
part of it is based on some other factors that are not the real 
factors behind these confrontations. When religion or his-
WRU\�RU�FHUWDLQ�FXOWXUHV�DUH�WKH�REMHFW�RI�VHYHUH�FULWLFLVP��RI�
course it will add to these misunderstanding.

7KHUH�DUH�WZR�SRLQWV�KHUH��2QH�LV�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�VSHDN�RI�
:HVWHUQ�RU�(DVWHUQ�RU�,VODPLF�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�ZLWKRXW�PXFK�
EDFNJURXQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RU�NQRZOHGJH��LW�FUHDWHV�PRUH�
problems.

7KH�VHFRQG�SUREOHP�LV�WKDW�ZKHQ�ZH�RQO\�WDON�DERXW�D�FODVK�
RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��ZH�DUH�DYRLGLQJ�UHDO�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�FRYHU-
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LQJ�XS�UHDO�IDFWRUV�WKDW�ZH�GRQòW�ZDQW�WR�WDON�DERXW��$�ORW�RI�
SHRSOH�OLNH�P\VHOI��ZKR�KDYH�IDFHG�WKHVH�SUREOHPV�RQ�WKLV�
side of the globe, have had the same experiences on the 
other side of the globe. So these are mutual misunderstand-
ing. We need to see beyond the usual misunderstanding on 
both sides and get deeper into the issues.

Let me go deeper into this. All the misgivings and misunder-
standings about Islamic culture for example—so much of it 
comes from sheer ignorance about the past. What exactly 
GR�\RX�PHDQ�E\�õ:HVWHUQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ"ö�:K\�GR�\RX�WKLQN�
there is an inherent deep clash between Western culture and 
Eastern culture or Islamic culture? In reality, Jewish culture, 
&KULVWLDQ�FXOWXUH��DQG�,VODPLF�FXOWXUH�KDYH�EHHQ�OLNH�VLVWHUV�
from the same family—living in the same family and the 
same space, having grown up together.

For example, a good part of Jewish theology is produced in 
SODFHV�ZKHUH�WKHUH�ZHUH�D�PDMRULW\�RI�0XVOLPV��6R�D�SDUW�RI�
-HZLVK�WKHRORJ\�LV�D�UHłHFWLRQ�RI�,VODPLF�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��MXVW�
as Islamic theology is impressed by Biblical sources that 
existed prior to Islam—so Jewish, Christian, and Islamic 
culture and theology are much intertwined across the course 
of history. When somebody derides Muslim cultures, it is as 
if that person is cursing their mother or father.

So there is no inherent clash within this family—no inherent 
FODVK�EHWZHHQ�,VODPLF�DQG�:HVWHUQ�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��,�GRQòW�NQRZ�
LI�\RX�FDQ�HYHQ�WDON�DERXW�WKLV�LQ�VHSDUDWH�WHUPV��:KHQ�\RX�
VWXG\�DERXW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKH�
JOREH�\RX�FRPH�WR�WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�\RX�FDQ�WDON�DERXW�
RQO\�RQH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��-XGHR�&KULVWLDQ�,VODPLF�FLYLOL]DWLRQ��,W�
LV�RQH�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�GLŀHUHQW�EUDQFKHV��7KH\�DUH�QRW�GLI-
IHUHQW�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�LQ�D�FODVK��7KHVH�DUH�EUDQFKHV�IURP�WKH�
VDPH�VWHP��WKH�VDPH�WUXQN��DQG�WKH�WUXQN�LV�VR�ELJ�DQG�VR�
solid that it cannot be ignored.

:LWK�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�ELW�RI�NQRZOHGJH�\RX�FDQ�VHH�WKH�HVVHQFH�
DQG�VD\�õZRZ�ö�7KHVH�DOO�FRPH�IURP�WKH�VDPH�LGHDV��WKH�
same dream, the same goals, the same religious concepts. 
:KHQ�ZH�WHDFK�DERXW�UHOLJLRQV�DV�VFKRODUV��ZH�WDON�DERXW�WKH�
PRQRWKHLVWLF�UHOLJLRQV��,W�LV�PRQRWKHLVP�WKDW�LV�WKH�WUXQN��
It is the central theme for all the branches of the Abraha-
PLF�IDLWK��7KH�UHVW�RI�WKH�GLŀHUHQFHV�DUH�UDWKHU�DQFLOODU\�
TXHVWLRQV�DURXQG�LW�DQG�FRPPHQWDULHV�DURXQG�WKDW�FHQWUDO�
WKHPH��6R�,�GHQ\�WKHUH�LV�DQ�LQKHUHQW�FODVK�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQV��
Some scholars have called it a clash of ignorance.

$QG�WKH�VDPH�NLQG�RI�LJQRUDQFH�\RX�FDQ�REVHUYH�RQ�WKH�
RWKHU�VLGH�ZKHQ�VRPH�0XVOLP�DFWLYLVWV�WDON�DERXW�:HVWHUQ�
FLYLOL]DWLRQ��7KH\�PL[�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�
concept of colonialism and the history of the colonial era 
which is relatively new in terms of history. So you come to 
WKH�FRQFOXVLRQ�WKDW�ZKHQ�VRPHRQH�FDQ�RQO\�WDON�DERXW�WKH�
FODVK�RI�FLYLOL]DWLRQV�WKH\�UHDOO\�GR�QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH\�DUH�
VSHDNLQJ�DERXW�

%(5/(7��,I�\RX�DUH�WDONLQJ�WR�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�GLVDJUHH�DERXW�
WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��ZKDW�DGYLFH�ZRXOG�\RX�JLYH�WKHP�WR�KHOS�
WKHP�ŁQG�ZD\V�WR�GLVDJUHH�RWKHU�WKDQ�D�FRQIURQWDWLRQ"

0$+$//$7,��-XVW�WRGD\�,�ZDV�UHPLQGHG�RI�WKLV�ZKHQ�RQH�RI�
WKH�VWXGHQWV�UDLVHG�D�TXHVWLRQ��7KH\�DVNHG��õ:KDW�LV�\RXU�
SHUVSHFWLYH�DQG�YLHZ�RI�D�3DOHVWLQLDQ�VWDWH"ö

:HOO��RI�FRXUVH�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ�LV�KLJKO\�FRQWURYHUVLDO�LQ�FODVV�

DQG�,�NQRZ�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VWXGHQWV�RQ�ERWK�VLGHV�RI�WKLV�
LVVXH��6R�,�EHJDQ�E\�DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�IURP�D�GLŀHU-
HQW�DQJOH��,�UHIHUUHG�WR�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�RI�QDWLRQDOLVP�DQG�KRZ�
(XURSHDQV�DIWHU�ŁJKWLQJ�WZR�PDMRU�ZRUOG�ZDUV�ZLWK�PLOOLRQV�
of casualties came to the understanding that perhaps this 
nationalism is not a very good idea. So they ended up in a 
European Union.

$QG�QRZ�ZH�DUH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�FUHDWLQJ�QHZ�QDWLRQDOLVPV�
DQG�QHZ�VWDWHV��+RZ�DERXW�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�LW�IURP�D�GLŀHUHQW�
DQJOH"�:KDW�DERXW�WKLQNLQJ�RI�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�FRVW�ERWK�IRU�
Palestinians and Israelis—what has been the opportunity 
FRVW�IRU�ERWK�LQ�WKH�ODVW����\HDUV�RI�HQFRXQWHU�DQG�FRQłLFW"�
:KDW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKH�DFKLHYHPHQWV�E\�ŁJKWLQJ�RYHU�LVVXHV�
OLNH�QDWLRQDOLVP�LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�UHOLJLRQ��LQ�WKH�QDPH�RI�
ethnicity, or whatever? I say to both sides that everybody has 
been on the losing side … that nobody has won because we 
have had a wrong approach.

,�ZDV�VXJJHVWLQJ�WR�WKHP�WKDW�LI�,�ZDQW�WR�LQYLWH�D�PDMRU�
ŁJXUH�WR�VSHDN�RQ�FDPSXV��ZK\�VSHDN�DERXW�WKLV�YHU\�FRQ-
WURYHUVLDO�LVVXH"�>:KDW�DERXW�QRW@�DVNLQJ�VRPHERG\�WR�FRPH�
WR�WDON�DERXW�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�3DOHVWLQH�RU�WKH�KLVWRU\�RI�,VUDHO��
or whether according to biblical sources the land belongs 
to one group or another? I would invite an economist, and I 
ZRXOG�DVN�DERXW�WKH�FRVW�LQ�WHUPV�RI�WKH�KXJH�ORVV�LQ�KXPDQ�
resources or of natural resources. What has been the oppor-
tunity cost in that part of the world on both sides? Why are 
ZH�QRW�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LW�IURP�WKDW�DQJOH"

Then I said to the students that the next village to Oberlin is 
,OO\ULD��7KHVH�DUH�VPDOO�WRZQV��,�VDLG��õ<RX�NQRZ�,�WKLQN�ZH�
VKRXOG�JR�DQG�ŁJKW�ZLWK�,OO\ULD��:KDW�GR�\RX�WKLQN�RI�WKDW"ö�
And everybody laughed. So then I said, “Let’s go [on behalf 
RI@�WKH�VWDWH�RI�2KLR�DQG�GHFODUH�ZDU�RQ�3HQQV\OYDQLD�ö�$QG�
DJDLQ�HYHU\ERG\�ODXJKHG��6R�,�VDLG��õ<RX�NQRZ�\RX�DUH�DOO�
laughing. But what you are laughing at is the same thing 
WKDW�LV�JRLQJ�RQ�VRPHZKHUH�HOVH�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�DUH�ŁJKWLQJ�
RYHU�ULGLFXORXV�LVVXHVðH[DFWO\�DV�ULGLFXORXV�ö

So compare the situations and see if what we have been 
ŁJKWLQJ�IRU�LV�DQ�LOOXVLRQ�RU�IRU�D�XQLYHUVDO�WUXWK��+LVWRU\�LV�
WKH�SDVW��WKH�SDVW�KDV�SDVVHG��6R�WKHQ�,�DVNHG�WKLV�TXHVWLRQ��
“To whom does the American land belong? To the Indians or 
to us all since so many of us come from many other coun-
WULHV�DQG�OLYH�KHUH�QRZ"ö

6R�LI�KLVWRU\�FRXQWV�ZKDW�VKRXOG�ZH�GR"�:KDW�GRHV�WKH�TXHVW�
IRU�MXVWLFH�WHOO�XV�WR�GR"�,W�LV�YHU\�FRPSOLFDWHG��,QVWHDG�RI�
ŁJKWLQJ�RYHU�ELEOLFDO�VRXUFHV��RU�KLVWRU\��RU�LQ�WKH�QDPH�
of nationalism or Judaism or Islam or Palestine or Israel or 
HWKQLFLW\�RU�IDLWKðOHW�XV�GURS�DOO�RI�WKDW�DQG�WDON�DERXW�RXU�
FRPPRQ�KXPDQLW\��ZKLFK�LV�ZKDW�LV�DW�VWDNH��:H�KDYH�DOO�
VXŀHUHG�DQG�ZH�QHHG�D�ZLVHU�VROXWLRQ�

Maybe I’m being too idealistic when I tell my students to 
WKLQN�DERXW�DOO�RI�WKLV��<HW�ZKHQ�,�UDLVHG�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LQ�FODVV��
I saw students nodding their heads in agreement about what 
,òP�VD\LQJ��0D\EH�WKLV�LV�IDU�IHWFKHG�RU�MXVW�D�GUHDP��EXW�WKLV�
is how I express it.

&DQ�,�WDON�DERXW�D�FDUWRRQ�,�VDZ�PDQ\�\HDUV�DJR"

%(5/(7��6XUH�

MAHALLATI��7KH�FDUWRRQLVW�GUHZ�WZR�GLŀHUHQW�SLFWXUHV��
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On the one side there was a scene of the United Nations and 
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�PDQ\�VWDWHV�ZHUH�VLWWLQJ�DW�WKHLU�GHVN�LQ�
WKH�*HQHUDO�$VVHPEO\��(DFK�VDW�XQGHU�WKHLU�RZQ�łDJ��DQG�
HDFK�łDJ�FDUULHG�WKH�V\PERO�RI�DQ�DQLPDOðD�OLRQ��DQ�HDJOH��
\RX�NQRZðGLŀHUHQW�DQLPDOV�ZHUH�WKHUH�RQ�WKH�łDJV�

In the second picture all the animals were brought down 
DQG�VDW�DW�WKH�GHVNV�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�ZHUH�RQ�WKH�łDJV��7KH�
cartoonist wrote down under the second picture “probably 
WKLV�LV�D�PRUH�SHDFHIXO�ZRUOG�ö�,�DJUHHG�ZLWK�KLP��WKLV�ZRXOG�
EH�D�PRUH�SHDFHIXO�ZRUOG��:KDW�DUH�ZH�ŁJKWLQJ�DERXW"�:H�
DOZD\V�ORRN�DW�SUHYLRXV�ZDUV�IURP�WKH�DQJOH�RI�DOO�WKRVH�
PDUFKHV�DQG�KHURHV��ZKLFK�>PDVN@�WKH�VWXSLGLW\�RI�ZDU��7KH�
cost for humans and humanity tells us that all wars have 
been stupid. Maybe that is too extreme, but [in class] I try to 
represent another perspective of hope.

%(5/(7��$QG�\RX�DUH�VWLOO�DQ�RSWLPLVW"

0$+$//$7,� I am very much an optimist for one reason. 
The son of an Ayatollah, a Muslim, has come to Oberlin and 
IRXQG�D�KRPH�KHUH��:KDW�GRHV�LW�WHOO�PH"�:KDW�,�DP�WKLQN-
LQJ�LV�D�UHDOLW\�IRU�PH��,�KDYH�VHHQ�LW��,�KDYH�VHHQ�WKDW�LW�ZRUNV�
KHUH��7KH�IULHQGVKLS�PRYHPHQW�KDV�ZRUNHG�DW�2EHUOLQ��
3HRSOH�GRQòW�ORRN�DW�û�P\�EHDUG��RU�P\�SUD\HU�EHDGV��,�KDYH�
made many friends because we have been eating with each 
other, celebrating [together], reading together … and then 
ZH�KDYH�ORRNHG�DW�HDFK�RWKHU�DQG�IRXQG�RXU�FRPPRQDOLWLHV�
DW�RXU�FRPPRQ�KXPDQLW\��7KH�UHVW�DUH�MXVW�RUQDPHQWDO�GLI-
ferences that are beautiful.

If this is what happened to me here [at Oberlin] it is possible 
in the world.
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THREE MAIN CAMPUS SECTORS APPEAR to support Palestinian 
ULJKWV��7KHVH�LQFOXGH�VWXGHQWV�ZLWK�0XVOLP�RU�$UDE�EDFN-
grounds; Left anti-imperialists; and liberal Christians, Jews, 
and others who see the Palestinian struggle for rights and/or 
statehood as a human rights issue.

Several sectors of college students, faculty, and others are 
LQYROYHG�LQ�VXSSRUWLQJ�,VUDHO��7KHVH�LQFOXGH��-HZV�ZKR�VXS-
port Israel and approve of hardline Israeli government poli-
cies; Jews who support the existence of Israel but disapprove 
of hardline Israeli government policies; conservative campus 
Republicans; and evangelical and fundamentalist Christians, 
many of whom have idiosyncratic beliefs in an apocalypse 
predicted in the Christian Bible.

In addition, there are Jewish and non-Jewish students 
who support Israel as a nation state, but who disapprove of 
hardline Israeli government policies, and support Palestin-
ian rights and may support the idea of a separate sovereign 
Palestinian state. Numerous other combinations and shad-
LQJV�LQ�WKLV�NDOHLGRVFRSH�RI�YDOXH�V\VWHPV�FRH[LVW�LQ�FDPSXV�
communities.

,VODPRSKREHV�RQ�FDPSXV�DUH�H[HPSOLŁHG�E\�VWXGHQWV�
who have adopted the idea that Islam threatens the existence 
of Western culture and that it promotes violence and ter-
URULVP�DJDLQVW�SROLWLFDO�RSSRQHQWV�DQG�LQŁGHOV��7KLV�JURXS�
appears to consist mainly of very conservative students, 
some of whom are active in the College Republicans; or who 
VWDJH�HYHQWV�FRRUGLQDWHG�RU�LQVSLUHG�E\�'DYLG�+RURZLW]�DQG�
KLV�PDQ\�SURMHFWV�GHIHQGLQJ�,VUDHO�DQG�GHQRXQFLQJ�ZKDW�KH�
FKDUDFWHUL]HV�DV�,VODPLF�UHOLJLRXV�PDQGDWHV��FXOWXUH��DQG�
practices. 

We want to stress that not everyone who denounces 
Islam or Muslims on campus is Jewish. Not everyone who 
denounces Judaism or Jews on campus is Muslim or Arab. 
Not everyone who denounces Israel or Israelis on campus 
is Muslim or Arab. Not everyone who denounces Palestine 
or Palestinians on campus is Jewish. Nothing in this report 
should be construed to suggest otherwise.

THE MIDDLE EAST AS FLASHPOINT
,VODPRSKRELD�DQG�DQWLVHPLWLF�LQFLGHQWV�RQ�FDPSXV�VSLNH�LQ�
QXPEHU�DQG�LQWHQVLW\�LQ�KLJKO\�VLJQLŁFDQW�FRUUHODWLRQ�ZLWK�
geopolitical events in the Middle East. To a smaller extent, 
WKH\�DOVR�VSLNH�LQ�QXPEHU�DQG�LQWHQVLW\�LQ�FRUUHODWLRQ�WR�
SXEOLF�HYHQWV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV��H�J���WKH�õ*URXQG�=HUR�
PRVTXHö�FRQWURYHUV\��&KULVWLDQ�IXQGDPHQWDOLVW�WKUHDWV�RI�
Quran burning, etc.).458

$W�FDPSXVHV�ZH�YLVLWHG��HYHQ�ZKHUH�KLJKO\�SXEOLFL]HG�
incidents have occurred, most Jewish and Muslim student 
leaders and administrators suggest that on a day-to-day 
EDVLV��GLVDJUHHPHQWV�RYHU�WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW�DQG�
8�6��IRUHLJQ�SROLF\�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW��ZKLOH�SRODUL]HG�DQG�
passionate, rarely rise to the level of physical altercations or 
public rhetoric that is clearly bigoted. Jewish and Muslim 

student leaders and leaders of campus activist groups pro-
testing policies and events in the Middle East (and especially 
WKH�,VUDHO�3DOHVWLQH�FRQłLFW��DUH�DFXWHO\�DZDUH�WKDW�WKH\�DUH�
EHLQJ�VFUXWLQL]HG�IRU�HYLGHQFH�RI�VWHUHRW\SLQJ�DQG�ELJRWU\��
They regularly discuss this issue internally, and urge those 
WKH\�LQłXHQFH�WR�EH�HVSHFLDOO\�VHQVLWLYH�DQG�DYRLG�HYHQ�WKH�
appearance of antisemitism or Islamophobia.

Criticism of Israel, support for Palestinian self-determina-
WLRQ��DQWL�=LRQLVP��DQWLVHPLWLVP��DQG�,VODPRSKRELD�DUH�QRZ�
all intertwined in campus debates in an extremely complex 
ZD\��,Q�RXU�UHVHDUFK��ZH�KDYH�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�ŁJKW�RYHU�
GHŁQLWLRQV�DQG�WKH�XVH�RI�WKRVH�GHŁQLWLRQV�LQ�KLJKO\�SDUWLVDQ�
ways in recent debates.

&RQłLFWV�RYHU�VWULIH�EHWZHHQ�,VUDHOLV�DQG�3DOHVWLQLDQV�FDQ�
easily escalate to angry hyperbole in which some critics of 
,VUDHO�GR�QRW�DSSHDU�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKH�OLQH�EHWZHHQ�OHJLWLPDWH�
criticism and the invocation of historic antisemitic claims. 
This study discusses both campus incidents primarily involv-
LQJ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�FRQłLFW�ZLWKLQ�DQG�EHWZHHQ�GHSDUWPHQWV�
where Middle Eastern issues are being taught and where 
academic hires are made and supported. Campus resolution 
and student government initiatives, such as the Boycott, 
'LYHVWPHQW��6DQFWLRQV��%'6��PRYHPHQW�DW�8&�%HUNHOH\�DQG�
elsewhere, are ripe for manipulation by a small number of 
LQWHUHVWHG�DFWLYLVW�SDUWLHV��2XU�UHSRUWLQJ�RŀHUV�D�QXDQFHG�
GLVFXVVLRQ�RI�WKLV�LVVXH�IURP�D�QXPEHU�RI�GLŀHUHQW�SRLQWV�RI�
YLHZ��UHFRJQL]LQJ�WKDW�GHOLQHDWLQJ�WKLV�OLQH�LV�DQ�DSSURSUL-
DWH�VXEMHFW�IRU�RQJRLQJ�FDPSXV�GHEDWH�LQ�WKH�FRQWH[W�RI�D�
UHVSHFWIXO�LQWHOOHFWXDO�DQG�FLYLF�LQTXLU\�

THE DISTORTIONS OF THE MEDIA LENS
Binary media coverage of antisemitic or Islamophobic 
incidents on campus is consistently unproductive. It is easy, 
DQG�OD]\��IRU�PHGLD�WR�FRYHU�GHOLEHUDWHO\�SURYRFDWLYH�HYHQWV�
VXFK�DV�,VUDHOL�$SDUWKHLG�:HHN�ZKHUH�WKHUH�DUH�WZR�RSSRVLQJ�
õVLGHVö�WKDW�FDQ�EH�ODEHOHG�SUR�,VUDHO�RU�SUR�3DOHVWLQLDQ��:H�
describe an infamous incident at San Francisco State where 
SROLFH�ZHUH�FDOOHG�LQ�WR�EUHDN�XS�D�SUR�,VUDHO��SUR�SHDFH�UDOO\�
and counter-rally by pro-Palestinian students.459�/DFN�RI�IDFW�
FKHFNLQJ�DQG�JHQHUDO�FUHGXOLW\�RQ�WKH�SDUW�RI�DQ�XQGHUVWDŀHG�
and under-resourced media creates its own problems. We 
DOVR�UHSRUW�RQ�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�ŁOP�GRFXPHQWDU\�Columbia 
Unbecoming,�DQG�WKH�UHSRUWHU�ZKR�UHFKHFNHG�WKH�ŁOPòV�DF-
cusations and found them baseless.

,W�PD\�EH�PRUH�LPSRUWDQWðDQG�PHDQLQJIXOðIRU�MRXUQDO-
ists to report on the response to confrontational incidents, 
especially when a campus community calls for discussion. 
By omitting coverage of response to campus incidents, cases 
WKDW�PD\�TXDOLI\�DV�VXFFHVV�VWRULHV�LQ�KDQGOLQJ�ELJRWU\�PD\�
be reported in a way that creates the impression that bigotry 
RQ�FDPSXV�LV�RQ�WKH�ULVH�RU�HYHQ�RXW�RI�FRQWURO��2XU�SURŁOH�RI�
Brandeis University includes a description of an illuminat-
ing 2010 incident where the newly renovated rooms of the 

THE CAMPUS DILEMMA 



CONSTRUCTING CAMPUS CONFLICT, 2007-2011  <<<  PAGE 118  >>>  WWW.POLITICALRESEARCH.ORG

Muslim Student Association (MSA) in the student center 
ZHUH�YDQGDOL]HG�DQG�WKH�FDPSXV�FRPPXQLW\�UDOOLHG�LQ�EURDG�
based support.

Both the Faculty Senate and the Student Union Senate 
passed resolutions condemning the vandalism; the Universi-
ty’s president, four chaplains, and Associate Dean of Student 
Life sent an email of support to the entire community; and a 
solidarity vigil was held, also attended by the president and 
chaplains.

Campus debate about situations on campus sometimes 
follows the public reporting and weighing in of partisan 
voices and is therefore invariably colored by that reporting. 
We give an example of the controversy over the proposed an 
endowment of $1.5 million for a chair in Islamic studies at 
Temple University in 2007.

IS THERE A ROLE FOR THE U.S. GOVERNMENT?
7KH�8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQ�DQG�LWV�2ŃFH�RI�&LYLO�
Rights (OCR), and the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights (USC-
&5��KDYH�ERWK�LQYHVWLJDWHG�SUHMXGLFH�DQG�ELJRWU\�RQ�FDPSXV��
EXW�ZLWK�UHVSHFW�WR�WKH�VXEMHFW�RI�WKLV�UHSRUW��WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ�
has been focused almost exclusively on antisemitism, with 
few resources devoted to studying Islamophobia.460

7KH�86&&5�DQG�WKH�2&5�ZHUH�NH\�LQVWUXPHQWV�LQ�DOOHJD-
tions that antisemitism was rampant on U.S. college cam-
puses in the 2000s. The OCR, in particular, has had a great 
HŀHFW�RQ�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�&DOLIRUQLD�V\VWHP��ZKLFK�KDV�EHHQ�
WDUJHWHG�WKURXJK�LQYHVWLJDWLRQV�DQG�ODZVXLWV��VHH�SURŁOHV�RI�
%HUNHOH\��,UYLQH��ZLWK�VRPH�0XVOLP�6WXGHQW�$VVRFLDWLRQV�
being shut down. When the OCR investigates college and 
XQLYHUVLWLHV�IRU�7LWOH�9,�YLRODWLRQV��WKH�VWDNHV�DUH�YHU\�KLJK��LI�
DQWLVHPLWLVP�LV�LQFOXGHG�XQGHU�WKH�7LWOH�9,�XPEUHOOD��ZKLFK�
LW�QRZ�LV���WKDW�KDV�D�KXJH�HŀHFW�RQ�FROOHJH�IXQGLQJ�DQG�ZKDW�
NLQGV�RI�VWXGHQW�JURXSV�RU�DFWLYLW\�DUH�SHUPLWWHG�RQ�FDP-
pus—as well as on academic courses. 

Religious persecution should be a straightforward thing 
to guard against—but in this case it is not. If the Department 
RI�(GXFDWLRQòV��DQG�LWV�FLYLO�ULJKWV�DUPòV��GHŁQLWLRQ�RI�DQWL-
semitism includes criticism of Israel, which the USCCR and 
WKH�ROG�2&5�FRQWHQGHG��WKLV�KDV�D�FKLOOLQJ�HŀHFW�RQ�DFDGHPLF�
and campus life—classes, teachers, and student groups may 
be shut out of a university. The U.S. Department of Educa-
WLRQ�KDV�D�ODUJH�UHDFK��LWV�SROLF\�GHFLVLRQV�DUH�ZULWWHQ�DUH�GLV-
VHPLQDWHG�YLD�õ'HDU�&ROOHDJXHö�OHWWHUV��ZKLFK�DUH�GLVWULEXWHG�
to virtually all higher ed institutions in the United States. 
/DZVXLWV�FRQFHUQLQJ�7LWOH�9,�YLRODWLRQV�DUH�WDNHQ�XS�E\�2&5��
ZKLFK�LQYRNHV�LWV�LQYHVWLJDWLYH�SRZHU�WR�XQWDQJOH�DOOHJDWLRQV�
and issue resolutions. The government’s action and interven-
WLRQ�KDV�D�GLUHFW�HŀHFW�RQ�FDPSXV�OLIH�DQG�PHULWV�DWWHQWLRQ��

The contentious public dispute about how the U.S. De-
SDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQòV�2ŃFH�IRU�&LYLO�5LJKWV�VKRXOG�KDQGOH�
FDPSXV�DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQO\�PDNHV�VHQVH�LI�RQH�NQRZV�WKH�
EDFNJURXQG�RI�WKH�SRVLWLRQV�WDNHQ�E\�WKH�OHDGHUVKLS�RI�WKH�
American Jewish Committee (AJC) and the small group of 
angry neoconservatives traditionally supportive of AJC who 
QRZ�UHMHFW�WKH�$-&�OHDGHUVKLSòV�VWDQFH�RQ�WKLV�LVVXH�

,Q�WKLV�UHSRUW��ZH�GLVFXVV�WKH�FRQłLFW�DPRQJ�FLYLO�OLEHUWDU-
LDQV�LQFOXGLQJ�.HQQHWK�6WHUQ�RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�&RP-
mittee (AJC), and Cary Nelson of the American Association of 
University Professors (AAUP) who were concerned with the 
chilling of free speech on campus. Stern and Nelson primar-
ily were directing their concerns at government agencies that 
claimed authority to sanction incidents of antisemitism on 
U.S. college campuses.

The intention of the independent U.S. Commission on 
Civil Rights to stop antisemitism on college campuses was 
indeed admirable, but we argue in this report that its meth-
RGV�IRU�DVVHVVLQJ�WKH�SUREOHPV�ZHUH�łDZHG��:H�GLVFXVV�WKH�
WURXEOLQJ�PHWKRGRORJ\�DQG�ŁQGLQJV�RI�WKLV�FRPPLVVLRQ�DQG�
describe more fruitful research methods that would support 
productive interventions on campus. 
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TIMELINE: THE U.S. 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
AND THE U.S. COMMISSION  
ON CIVIL RIGHTS

M a r i a  P l a n a n s K y

,Q�2FWREHU�������WKH�=LRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�RI�$PHULFD��=2$��
Center for Law and Justice submitted a complaint to the 
2ŃFH�IRU�&LYLO�5LJKWV��2&5���D�GLYLVLRQ�RI�WKH�8�6��'HSDUW-
ment of Education. The complaint alleged that University of 
California at Irvine (UC Irvine), a public university receiving 
IHGHUDO�IXQGV��KDG�YLRODWHG�7LWOH�9,�RI�WKH�&LYLO�5LJKWV�$FW�RI�
1964, which protects people from discrimination based on 
race, color, or national origin in programs or activities that 
UHFHLYH�IHGHUDO�ŁQDQFLDO�DVVLVWDQFH�461  The letter, written by 
=2$òV�&HQWHU�IRU�/DZ�DQG�-XVWLFH�GLUHFWRU�6XVDQ�%��7XFKPDQ��
claimed that “for the past three years, the environment for 
Jewish students at UC-Irvine has been hostile, and at times, 
WKUHDWHQLQJ�ö462

7KH�FRPSODLQWòV�ŁOLQJ�ZDV�SUHVFLHQW��,Q�WKH�IDOO�RI�������
WKH�2&5�FLUFXODWHG�D�õ'HDU�&ROOHDJXHö�OHWWHU�ZULWWHQ�E\�
WKHQ�'HSXW\�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�IRU�(QIRUFHPHQW�.HQQHWK�
L. Marcus.463��7KH�OHWWHU��GDWHG�6HSWHPEHU�����������PDUNHG�
D�VHD�FKDQJH�IRU�WKH�2&5òV�DSSURDFK�LQ�HQIRUFLQJ�7LWOH�9,��
In Marcus’s letter, the OCR laid out its intention to “aggres-
sively prosecute harassment of religious students who are 
targeted on the basis of race or gender, as well as racial or 
gender harassment of students who are targeted on the basis 
RI�UHOLJLRQ�ö464

)ROORZLQJ�WKH�WHUURULVW�DWWDFNV�RI�6HSWHPEHU�����������
the OCR would pay particular attention to “claims of stu-
dents who may be targeted for harassment based on their 
membership in groups that exhibit both ethnic and religious 
characteristics, such as Arab Muslims, Jewish Americans 
DQG�6LNKV�ö465�:KLOH�WKH�2&5òV�MXULVGLFWLRQ�GLG�QRW�LQFOXGH�
religious discrimination, which falls under the Department 
of Justice, the presence of religious discrimination, the OCR 
VDLG��GLG�QRW�GLYHVW�WKH�RŃFH�RI�MXULVGLFWLRQ�LQWR�LQYHVWLJDW-
ing into the racial or ethnic components of discrimination, 
ZKLFK�WKH�RŃFH�DUJXHG��DUH�VRPHWLPHV�LQWULQVLFDOO\�FRP-
mingled with religious discrimination.

7KH�'HDU�&ROOHDJXH�OHWWHU�VWDNHG�RXW�D�SRWHQWLDO�UHYHUVDO�
IURP�DQ�DSSURDFK�LW�WRRN�LQ�������QRW�RQO\�ZRXOG�WKH�2&5�DJ-
gressively investigate religious students’ claims of racial/eth-
nic and gender discrimination and/or harassment, it would 
now enforce OCR policy so that free exercise of religion 
would be a priority, trumping exercise of free speech.466

'XULQJ�WKH�%XVK�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��WKH�2ŃFH�IRU�&LYLO�
Rights at the DOE was a casualty of controversial nomi-
QDWLRQV��EORFNHG�FRQŁUPDWLRQV��DQG�FRQWHQWLRXV�UHFHVV�
appointments. Senate Democrats opposed Bush’s vision for 
2&5�DSSRLQWHHV�ZKR�DGYRFDWHG�õUDFH�QHXWUDOö�DGPLVVLRQ�
SROLFLHV��VSHFLŁFDOO\�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�*HUDOG�$��5H\QROGV��
DQG�ZHUH�DJDLQVW�DŃUPDWLYH�DFWLRQ��WKH�2&5�EHFDPH�D�SRLQW�
of contention.467  Until December 2005, when Stephanie 

0RQURH�ZDV�FRQŁUPHG�DV�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\�DW�2&5��WKHUH�
KDG�QRW�EHHQ�D�6HQDWH�FRQŁUPHG�OHDGHU�RI�WKH�RŃFH�IRU�
QHDUO\�ŁYH�\HDUV�468��:KLOH�WKH�VWDŀ�WXUQRYHU�ZRXOG�KDYH�LP-
plications for the new direction the OCR had charted out in 
September 2004, those in Washington were not charged with 
conducting the on-the-ground aspects of the investigation 
LQWR�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DW�8&�,UYLQH��2Q�2FWREHU�����������WKH�2I-
ŁFH�IRU�&LYLO�5LJKWV�QRWLŁHG�=2$�WKDW�LW�ZRXOG�LQYHVWLJDWH�WKH�
complaint;469��$UWKXU�=HLGPDQ��GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
UHJLRQDO�RŃFH�RI�WKH�2&5��ZRXOG�KHDG�WKH�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�470 

)URP�WKDW�SRLQW�RQ��2&5òV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�LQWR�=2$òV�DO-
OHJDWLRQV�EHFRPHV�PXUN\��)LUVW��LQ�:DVKLQJWRQ��WKHUH�ZHUH�
VLJQLŁFDQW�VWDŀ�FKDQJHV��0DUFXV��UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU�WKH�QHZ�
approach in incorporating religious discrimination into the 
2&5òV�MXULVGLFWLRQ��ZDV�DSSRLQWHG�WR�VWDŀ�GLUHFWRU�RI�WKH�8�6��
Commission on Civil Rights in December 2004.471  Though 
'HSXW\�$VVLVWDQW�6HFUHWDU\��KH�KDG�EHHQ�OHDGLQJ�WKH�RŃFH�DV�
acting Assistant Secretary. Once in his new position, the US-
CCR engaged in its own general investigation into antisemi-
tism on college and university campuses, holding hearings 
RQ�1RYHPEHU����������DQG�LVVXLQJ�ŁQGLQJV�DQG�UHFRPPHQ-
dations in April 2006.472

0HDQZKLOH��WKH�2&5òV�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�VWDOOHG��&RQłLFWLQJ�
UHSRUWV�GHWDLO�LQŁJKWLQJ�EHWZHHQ�WKH�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�UHJLRQDO�
RŃFH�DQG�WKH�2&5òV�:DVKLQJWRQ�KHDGTXDUWHUV��,Q�VSULQJ�
2006, correspondence between the OCR’s Monroe and US-
CCR was made public in the New York Sun, which hinted at a 
reversal of the OCR’s policy change from September 2004.473  
0RQURH�FODULŁHG�WKH�2&5òV�SROLF\�WRZDUGV�KDQGOLQJ�DQWL-
VHPLWLVP�IROORZLQJ�D�SURPSW�IURP�WKH�FRPPLVVLRQ��õ2&5�
GRHV�KDYH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�WR�LQYHVWLJDWH�FRPSODLQWV�UDLVLQJ�
allegations of religious discrimination or anti-Semitic 
harassment if the allegations also include discrimination 
RYHU�ZKLFK�2&5�KDV�VXEMHFW�PDWWHU�MXULVGLFWLRQ��VXFK�DV��
race or national origin (including discrimination based on 
D�SHUVRQòV�DQFHVWU\�RU�HWKQLF�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��ö474  Of the cor-
respondence, Monroe said she did not “view this letter as in 
DQ\�ZD\�FKDQJLQJ�SROLF\�ö�DGGLQJ�õWKH�ZRUG�DQWL�6HPLWLVP�
GRHVQòW�DSSHDU�LQ�DQ\�RI�RXU�VWDWXWRU\�UHTXLUHPHQWV�RYHU�
WKLQJV�ZH�KDYH�MXULVGLFWLRQ�RYHU�ö475

As of August 2006, OCR had not concluded its investiga-
WLRQV�DQG��IROORZLQJ�SURPSWLQJ�E\�=2$òV�7XFKPDQ��UHVXPHG�
its investigation.476  It was not until late 2007 that the OCR 
UHOHDVHG�LWV�ŁQGLQJV��2Q�1RYHPEHU�����������&KDUOHV�5��
Love, program manager at the OCR’s San Francisco regional 
RŃFH��ZURWH�WR�WKH�FKDQFHOORU�DW�8&�,UYLQH�FRQFOXGLQJ�WKDW�
WKHUH�ZDV�õLQVXŃFLHQW�HYLGHQFH�WR�VXSSRUW�WKH�FRPSODLQDQWòV�
allegation that the University failed to respond promptly and 
HŀHFWLYHO\�WR�FRPSODLQWV�E\�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�WKDW�WKH\�ZHUH�
KDUDVVHG�DQG�VXEMHFWHG�WR�D�KRVWLOH�HQYLURQPHQW�ö477  

The OCR spelled out that thought “the complainant al-
OHJHG�WKDW�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�DW�WKH�8QLYHUVLW\�ZHUH�VXEMHFWHG�
to harassment and a hostile environment based on their 
national origin. In some circumstances, discrimination 
EDVHG�RQ�QDWLRQDO�RULJLQ��ZKLFK�LV�SURKLELWHG�E\�7LWOH�9,��
may be commingled with discrimination based on reli-
JLRQ�ö478 However, in a reversal of its September 2004 policy 
FKDQJH��WKH�OHWWHU�VWDWHG��õ2&5òV�MXULVGLFWLRQ�XQGHU�7LWOH�9,�
does not extend to allegations of discrimination on the basis 
RI�UHOLJLRQ�ö��7KH�OHWWHU�FRQWLQXHG��2&5�ZRXOG�LQYHVWLJDWH�
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DOOHJDWLRQV�õHYHQ�LIö�WKH�FRPSODLQW�DOVR�KDV�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�
of religious discrimination.480

7KH�2&5�KDG�DEVROYHG�8&�,UYLQH�RI�7LWOH�9,�YLRODWLRQ��GLV-
PLVVLQJ�ŁYH�RI�WKH�WKLUWHHQ�DOOHJDWLRQV�DV�XQWLPHO\�481  Of the 
remaining eight violations, some were found to be outside 
WKH�2&5òV�MXULVGLFWLRQ��VRPH�ZHUH�ZLWKLQ�WKH�2&5òV�MXULVGLF-
tion, though the university had responded appropriately and 
VXŃFLHQWO\��DQG�WKH�UHPDLQLQJ�GLG�QRW�KDYH�õHYLGHQFH�WR�
support the allegation that the University’s action was based 
RQ�WKH�QDWLRQDO�RULJLQ�RI�WKH�FRPSODLQLQJ�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�ö482  
The response was not met well, especially in light of the US-
&&5òV�ŁQGLQJV�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV�DQG�DQWLVHPLWLVP��ZKLFK�
was released the previous year.483

When Marcus left the Department of Education, he 
moved onto the United States Commission on Civil Rights. 
The U.S. Commission on Civil Rights is an independent, bi-
partisan agency established by Congress in 1957. Among the 
USCCR’s directives is to investigate complaints alleging that 
FLWL]HQV�DUH�EHLQJ�GHSULYHG�RI�WKHLU�ULJKW�WR�YRWH�E\�UHDVRQ�RI�
their race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, or national 
origin or by reason of fraudulent practices; study and collect 
LQIRUPDWLRQ�UHODWLQJ�WR�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�RU�D�GHQLDO�RI�HTXDO�
protection of the laws under the Constitution because of race, 
color, religion, sex, age, disability, or national origin, or in 
WKH�DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ�RI�MXVWLFH��DQG�VXEPLW�UHSRUWV��ŁQGLQJV��
and recommendations to the President and Congress.484

The USCCR is vested with powers, including the mandate 
to conduct hearings on critically important civil rights issues, 
including issuing subpoenas for the production of docu-
ments and the attendance of witnesses; and publishing sig-
QLŁFDQW�VWXGLHV�DQG�UHSRUWV�RQ�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�WKH�FLYLO�ULJKWV�
LVVXHV�WKDW�W\SLFDOO\�LQFOXGH�ŁQGLQJV�DQG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��
WR�LQIRUP�DQG�DGYLVH�SROLF\�PDNHUV�485

There, in 2005, Marcus led the Commission, which con-
sisted of Gerald A. Reynolds, Abigail Thernstrom, Jennifer C. 
%UDFHUDV��3HWHU�1��.LUVDQRZ��$UODQ�'��0HOHQGH]��$VKOH\�/��
7D\ORU��-U���DQG�0LFKDHO�<DNL�

$W�D�KHDULQJ�RQ�FDPSXV�DQWLVHPLWLVP��WKH�86&&5�WRRN�XS�
WKH�LVVXH�RI�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�IDFLQJ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�FORDNHG�DV�
anti-Israel activity on college campuses. They cited Colum-
bia, San Francisco State University, and University of Califor-
QLD�DW�,UYLQH�DV�H[DPSOHV�RI�LQFUHDVLQJ�KRVWLOLW\��6SHFLŁFDOO\��
the commission was interested in antisemitic incidents 
“fueled by ideologically biased campus programs that receive 
RSHUDWLQJ�IXQGV�IURP�WKH�IHGHUDO�JRYHUQPHQW�XQGHU�7LWOH�9,�
RI�WKH�+LJKHU�(GXFDWLRQ�$FW�ö486

A panel, made up of Gary Tobin, president of the Institute 
for Jewish and Community Research; Susan B. Tuchman, 
GLUHFWRU�RI�=2$òV�&HQWHU�IRU�/DZ�DQG�-XVWLFH�DQG�DXWKRU�RI�WKH�
October 2010 complaint against UC Irvine; and Sarah Stern, 
GLUHFWRU�RI�JRYHUQPHQWDO�DQG�SXEOLF�DŀDLUV�DW�$PHULFDQ�-HZ-
ish Congress, briefed members of the USCCR on November 
����������7RELQ�EDVHG�PXFK�RI�KLV�WHVWLPRQ\�RQ�KLV�ERRN��
The UnCivil University.

6XVDQ�7XFKPDQ�UHLWHUDWHG�=2$òV�2&5�FRPSODLQW�DJDLQVW�
UC Irvine and cited the Department of State’s January 2005 
õ5HSRUW�RQ�*OREDO�$QWLVHPLWLVP�ö487 Tuchman also said, “the 
Commission should voice its concern about campus antisem-
itism to OCR and urge OCR to conduct a thorough investiga-
tion of the complaint against UCI, with consideration of all of 

WKH�DYDLODEOH�HYLGHQFH�ö488

Stern cited campuses where antisemitic incidents oc-
FXUUHG��VSHFLŁFDOO\�UHIHUULQJ�WR�WKH�GRFXPHQWDU\�Columbia 
Unbecoming.489 Stern cited Columbia’s Middle East and Asian 
/DQJXDJHV�'HSDUWPHQW��0($/$&��DV�RQH�RI����0LGGOH�
(DVWHUQ�VWXGLHV�SURJUDPV�UHFHLYLQJ�VSHFLŁF�IHGHUDO�IXQGV�490  
6WHUQ�VDLG�WKDW�õWKHUH�ZDV�VSHFLŁF�LQWHQW�EHKLQG�WKLV�FRQJUHV-
sional allocation to the university. That intent was to raise 
VWXGHQWV�WR�EH�ZHOO�JURXQGHG�LQ�WKH�NQRZOHGJH�RI�IRUHLJQ�
languages and cultures so that they can best serve the na-
WLRQDO�VHFXULW\�LQWHUHVWV�RI�RXU�QDWLRQ�ö491 7KH�ŁQGLQJV�UHSRUW�
that Stern “believes that the original intent has been turned 
on its head and many of these regional studies programs 
have become hotbeds of both anti-Israel and anti-American 
UDGLFDOLVP�ö492

7KH�86&&5�LVVXHG�LWV�ŁQGLQJV�DQG�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
on April 3, 2006.493 The USCCR, which later set up a web-
site494  devoted to identifying and eradicating antisemitism 
on college and university campuses, embraced the EUMC’s 
ZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQ�RQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP495  Among the USCCR 
recommendations was a suggestion that the Department 
RI�(GXFDWLRQòV�2ŃFH�RI�&LYLO�5LJKWV�õVKRXOG�SURWHFW�FROOHJH�
students from anti-Semitic and other discriminatory harass-
PHQW�E\�YLJRURXVO\�HQIRUFLQJ�7LWOH�9,�DJDLQVW�UHFLSLHQWV�WKDW�
GHQ\�HTXDO�HGXFDWLRQDO�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�DOO�VWXGHQWV�ö�,W�DOVR�
UHFRPPHQGHG�WKDW�õ&RQJUHVV�VKRXOG�DPHQG�7LWOH�9,�WR�PDNH�
clear that discrimination on the bases of Jewish heritage con-
VWLWXWHV�SURKLELWHG�QDWLRQDO�RULJLQ�GLVFULPLQDWLRQ�ö496

When the OCR issued its policy-reversing appraisal of 
=2$òV�FRPSODLQW�DJDLQVW�8&�,UYLQH�WKH�IROORZLQJ�\HDU��LW�
UHłHFWHG�QRQH�RI�WKH�86&&5òV�ŁQGLQJV�RU�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV��
This caused much consternation among some of the players, 
especially Marcus.497

(DUOLHU�WKDW�\HDU��0DUFXV�KDG�SXEOLVKHG�õ$QWL�=LRQLVP�
DV�5DFLVP��&DPSXV�$QWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�7KH�&LYLO�5LJKWV�$FW�
RI�����ö�LQ�WKH�William and Mary Bill of Rights Journal. In 
WKH�DUWLFOH��0DUFXV�VWDNHV�KLV�LQWHUSUHWDWLRQ�RI�7LWOH�9,�LQ�UH-
gards to antisemitism and the legal authority granted to the 
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GXFDWLRQòV�2ŃFH�RI�&LYLO�5LJKWV��+H�XVHV�WKH�
campuses at UC Irvine, San Francisco State, and Columbia 
8QLYHUVLW\�DV�FDVH�VWXGLHV��0DUFXV�OLQNHG�õWKH�UHFHQW�LQFUHDVH�
LQ�FDPSXV�DQWL�6HPLWLVPö�DV�õFORVHO\�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�LQFUHDV-
LQJ�DQWL�=LRQLVW�VHQWLPHQWV�DQG�ZLWK�OLEHUDO�RU�OHIW�ZLQJ�
HOHPHQWV�DW�PDQ\�$PHULFDQ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�ö498

Marcus lays out the generally accepted guidelines for 
how to distinguish political antisemitism from legitimate 
FULWLFLVP�RI�,VUDHO�XVLQJ�PDWHULDO�IURP�1DWDQ�6KDUDQVN\òV��'�
approach, the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia of the European Union (EUMC), the USCCR, and 
other agencies.499�0DUFXV�WKHQ�OLQNV�WKLV�EXUJHRQLQJ�IRUP�RI�
antisemitism with certain forms of liberal or left-wing activ-
ism, which have sometimes embraced antisemitism together 
with support for Palestinian causes both in Europe and in the 
United States. College campuses have become prime propa-
gators of antisemitism, Marcus writes, due to the “perfect 
VWRUPö�RI�IDFWRUV�LQ�$PHULFDQ�XQLYHUVLWLHV�500

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�0DUFXV�

ú� The politics of many American college campuses have 
become overwhelmingly liberal.
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ú� ([WUHPLVW�YRLFHV�DUH�GLVSURSRUWLRQDWHO\�LQłXHQWLDO�RQ�
college campuses and are frequently able to “capture 
organizational” apparatuses even when they do not 
command majority support;

ú� &RQWHPSRUDU\�DQWL�,VUDHOL�DQG�DQWL�=LRQLVW�LGHRORJLHV�
mesh well with anti-Western, anti-American, and anti-
war ideologies, and ideologies that are also common on 
college campuses.

ú� $QWL�,VUDHO�JURXSV�KDYH�WDUJHWHG�FDPSXVHV�DV�õDQ�DUHQD�
for the anti-Israel agenda,” just as, in fairness, pro-
Israel groups have targeted campuses for a pro-Israel 
agenda;

ú� õ6LQFH�WKH�FROODSVH�RI�WKH�2VOR�DFFRUGV����,VUDHO�KDV�EHHQ�
depicted in much of the press as the ‘oppressor.’”501

ú� 0DQ\�XQLYHUVLWLHV�KDYH�IDLOHG�WR�WDNH�DSSURSULDWH�DFWLRQ�
to prevent the spread of anti-Semitism, largely as a 
result of bureaucratic inertia;

ú� 0DQ\�ŁJXUHV�ZKR�KDYH�WKH�DXWKRULW\�WR�VWDQG�XS�WR�WKH�
perpetrators of anti-Semitic incidents (e.g., adminis-
trators, trustees, faculty) fail to exercise appropriate 
leadership for fear of “rock[ing] the boat,” “appear[ing] 
overzealous, or interfering with academic freedom.”502

Two months following the DOE/OCR’s policy reversal, 
Marcus left the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights to teach at 
%DUXFK�&ROOHJH�DW�WKH�&LW\�8QLYHUVLW\�RI�1HZ�<RUN�503 Soon, 
however, Marcus was recruited by Gary Tobin, whom he 
KDG�EHIULHQGHG�WKURXJK�KLV�ZRUN�LQ�JRYHUQPHQW��WR�FRPH�WR�
ZRUN�ZLWK�WKH�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�-HZLVK�DQG�&RPPXQLW\�5HVHDUFK�
�,-&5���0DUFXV�EHFDPH�WKH�JURXSòV�([HFXWLYH�9LFH�3UHVLGHQW�
and Director of The Anti-Semitism Initiative.504  Despite his 
departure from civil service, Marcus was still committed to a 
SROLF\�FKDQJH�UHJDUGLQJ�7LWOH�9,�DQG�DQWLVHPLWLVP�

6LQFH�MRLQLQJ�WKH�,-&5�VWDŀ��0DUFXV�KDV�RIWHQ�OREELHG�
legislators and has given testimony to the USCCR, usually 
DERXW�WKH�XSWLFN�LQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP�RQ�FROOHJH�FDPSXVHV��$OVR�
while at the IJCR, Marcus wrote Jewish Identity and Civil 
Rights in America��D�ERRN�WKDW�GHWDLOV�ERWK�KLV�WLPH�LQ�FLYLO�
service (serving at the OCR and at the USCCR), as well as a 
ODUJHU�WUHDWLVH�RQ�WKH�TXHVWLRQ��õZKDW�H[DFWO\�DUH�WKH�-HZLVK�
SHRSOH"ö�XVLQJ�FDVH�ODZ�DQG�VHOI�DZDUHQHVV�WR�DVN�ELJ�TXHV-
tions about whether Jews are a race, (or?) an ethnic group, 
DQG�WKH�PHDQLQJ�RI�WKHVH�WKLQJV��0DUFXVòV�ERRN�ZDV�H[FHUSW-
ed into a September 2010 article for Commentary�PDJD]LQH�
and garnered much attention.505

On October 26, 2010, OCR assistant secretary Russlynn H. 
Ali circulated a letter saying that “groups that face discrimi-
nation on the basis of actual or perceived shared ancestry or 
ethnic characteristics may not be denied protection under 
7LWOH�9,�RQ�WKH�JURXQG�WKDW�WKH\�DOVR�VKDUH�D�FRPPRQ�IDLWK�ö�
0DUFXV�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�KDYH�SOD\HG�õWKH�VLQJXODU�UROHö�LQ�
“helping to secure civil rights protections for Jews faced with 
antisemitic harassment and discrimination on US campus-
HV�ö506��2UJDQL]DWLRQV�VXFK�DV�WKH�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�&RPPLWWHH�
�$-&���$QWL�'HIDPDWLRQ�/HDJXH��DQG�WKH�=LRQLVW�2UJDQL]DWLRQ�
of America reacted favorably to the policy changes.507

The debate on campus antisemitism, however, was far 
from over. With allegations circulating that antisemitism 

was rampant at Rutgers University, UC Irvine, and UC Santa 
&UX]��DPRQJ�RWKHU�FDPSXVHV��WKH�QHZ�SRZHUV�RI�7LWOH�9,�
ZHUH�EHLQJ�łH[HG��DV�RI�0DUFK�������8&�6DQWD�&UX]�ZDV�QRZ�
XQGHU�LQYHVWLJDWLRQ�E\�WKH�2&5�IRU�7LWOH�9,�YLRODWLRQV�508

:KLOH�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�ELJRWU\�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\��
VDLG�$-&òV�.HQ�6WHUQ�DQG�$$83òV�&DU\�1HOVRQ��PDQ\�RI�WKH�
recent suits were a misinterpretation of the new reach of 
7LWOH�9,�DQG�WKH�(80&òV�ZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQ�RQ�DQWLVHPLWLVP��
This interpretation, the two said, allows and necessitates 
the opposition to any and all anti-Israel events in order to 
protect Jewish students—which is misguided and promotes 
censorship.509��7KRVH�PLVJXLGHG�DWWHPSWV�õVLPSO\�VHHN�WR�
VLOHQFH�DQWL�,VUDHO�GLVFRXUVH�DQG�VSHDNHUV�ö�WKH�WZR�ZURWH��
õ7KLV�DSSURDFK�LV�QRW�RQO\�XQZDUUDQWHG�XQGHU�7LWOH�9,��LW�LV�
GDQJHURXV�ö510

5HIHUHQFLQJ�WKH�(80&òV�ZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQ��QRZ�HP-
braced by the U.S. State Department and the USCCR, Stern 
DQG�1HOVRQ�HPSKDVL]HG�

7KH�õZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQö�ZKLOH�FOHDUO\�VWDWLQJ�WKDW�
criticism of Israel in the main is not anti-Semitic, gives 
some examples of when anti-Semitism may be in play, 
such as holding Jews collectively responsible for acts 
of the Israeli state, comparing Israeli policy to that of 
the Nazis, or denying to Jews the right of self determi-
nation (such as by claiming that Zionism is racism). 
In recent years the U.S. Department of State and the 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights have embraced this 
GHŁQLWLRQ�WRR�

It is entirely proper for university administrators, 
scholars, and students to reference the “working 
GHŁQLWLRQö�LQ�LGHQWLI\LQJ�GHŁQLWH�RU�SRVVLEOH�LQVWDQFHV�
of anti-Semitism on campus. It is a perversion of the 
GHŁQLWLRQ�WR�XVH�LW��DV�VRPH�DUH�GRLQJ��LQ�DQ�DWWHPSW�
to censor what a professor, student, or speaker can 
say. Because a statement might be “countable” by 
GDWD�FROOHFWRUV�XQGHU�WKH�õZRUNLQJ�GHŁQLWLRQö�GRHV�QRW�
therefore mean that Title VI is violated. To assert this 
QRW�RQO\�FRQWUDYHQHV�WKH�GHŁQLWLRQòV�SXUSRVH��LW�ZDV�
not drafted to label anyone an anti-Semite or to limit 
campus speech), it also harms the battle against anti-
Semitism.

Stern’s and Nelson’s piece was met with strong resistance 
from Jonathan Tobin.511  Tobin contended that their piece 
discounted the dangerous happenings on campuses such 
DV�8&�,UYLQH��7KH�WULR�WKHQ�HPEDUNHG�RQ�D�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�
opinion piece debate, with Stern and Nelson insisting that 
Tobin had “completely misconstrue[d] [their] piece on cam-
SXV�DQWLVHPLWLVPö�DQG�KDG�IDOVHO\�DOOHJHG�WKDW�WKH�$-&�ZDV�
dismissive on antisemitic incidents while Tobin ignored the 
censorship and free speech element of their piece.512  Tobin’s 
FRQFHUQ�ZDV�WKH�6WHUQ�DQG�1HOVRQ�OHWWHU�õVWDNHV�RXW�D�SRVLWLRQ�
WKDW�PDNHV�LW�XQOLNHO\�WKDW�7LWOH�9,�RI�WKH�&LYLO�5LJKWV�$FW�ZLOO�
ever be applied to protect Jews from anti-Semitism on college 
FDPSXVHV�ö513 This was not a debate to create a “hate speech 
FRGH�ö�7RELQ�DUJXHG��EXW�WR�õFRPSHO�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�DFW�
when academic debate about the issues spills over into hos-
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tile actions that serve to suppress free speech and to threaten 
WKH�VDIHW\�RI�-HZLVK�VWXGHQWV�ö514�6LWXDWLRQV�OLNH�WKH�RQH�DW�
UC Irvine which incorporated debate on Israel into its events 
were part of the issue that promoted the Department of Edu-
cation to investigate, he wrote in Commentary�PDJD]LQH�515 

The AAUP, which initially published the statement by 
Nelson and Stern, removed the letter from their website, and 
the AJC publicly disavowed the statement, perhaps due to 

VXEVWDQWLDO�EDFNODVK�LQ�WKH�-HZLVK�FRPPXQLW\��
$W�VWDNH��QRZ��ZDV�LI�DQG�ZKHQ�WKH�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�(GX-

FDWLRQòV�HQIRUFHPHQW�RI�7LWOH�9,�WKURXJK�LWV�2ŃFH�RI�&LYLO�
Rights would undermine free speech and debate on college 
and university campuses in the United States. 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
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Work To Reduce Interpersonal Islamophobia and 
Antisemitism on Campus
Create settings where students of Muslim, Jewish, Christian, 
and other faiths can create bonds based on personal stories, 
VSHFLŁFDOO\�DURXQG�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�FXOWXUDO�UDWKHU�WKDQ�SROLWL-
cal concerns. This is the strategy being used by Eboo Patel 
DW�,QWHUIDLWK�<RXWK�&RUH��,)<&���DQG�E\�WKH�/XEDU�,QVWLWXWH�
for the Study of Abrahamic Religions at the University of 
Wisconsin (LISAR).

&UHDWH�IUDPHZRUNV�IRU�VKDUHG�LQTXLU\�LQ�DQG�RXW�RI�WKH�FODVV-
room, where existing perspectives can be interrogated with 
more nuance and sensitivity.

Challenge Systemic Islamophobia
Information about Muslims and Islam in both its historical 
and current incarnations should be available in both aca-
GHPLF�DQG�FRPPXQLW\�VHWWLQJV�WR�RŀVHW�VWHUHRW\SLQJ�DQG�
SUHMXGLFH�

$PHULFDQ�0XVOLPV�ŁQG�WKHPVHOYHV�URXWLQHO\�EHLQJ�DVNHG�WR�
act as emissaries, explaining Islam and religiously informed 
geopolitics to non-Muslims; many also must explain Mus-
lim practice in America’s multicultural context to the wider 
Muslim world. To the extent that campuses can support these 
HŀRUWV�WKH\�VKRXOG�GR�VR�

Colleges should assert that stereotyping of all Muslims as 
terrorists or in any other way is not acceptable in public set-
tings.

Colleges may want to engage both members of the local Mus-
OLP�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�LWV�RZQ�0XVOLP�VWXGHQW�ERG\�RU�VWDŀ�LQ�D�
SURMHFW�WR�FUHDWH�JXLGHOLQHV�IRU�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�ELJRWHG�SRUWUD\-
als of Muslims and Islam.

Further academic and government research must be con-
ducted to assess the impact of Islamophobia on campus and 
community life, with a special focus on the extent to which 
bias and bigotry are tolerated in mainstream media corpora-
tions, especially those using the public airwaves.

Challenge Systemic Antisemitism
Discussions of the history of antisemitism should be part of 
not only Jewish and Middle Eastern studies but part of an 
American Studies curriculum. The goal will be to enable 
VWXGHQWV�WR�UHFRJQL]H�DQWLVHPLWLF�PHWDSKRUV�DQG�LPDJHV�
whenever they appear.

Students who express antisemitic language or engage in anti-
semitic imagery should be assumed to be doing so unwitting-
O\��2QO\�DIWHU�FDUHIXO�LQTXLU\�VKRXOG�FROOHJH�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��
UHSRUWHUV�DQG�RWKHU�VWDNHKROGHUV�DVVHUW�WKDW�VXFK�VWXGHQWV�
subscribe to antisemitic ideology.

More research must be done to systematically distinguish 
between and among incidents that are clearly antisemitic 
(based in perceptions of race, religion, and culture) and those 
that are primarily negative expressions of opinion about Is-
UDHOL�VWDWH�SROLF\�DQG�EHKDYLRU��QR�PDWWHU�KRZ�LQłDPPDWRU\��
This will aid in helping formulate appropriate responses for 

GLŀHUHQW�W\SHV�RI�LQFLGHQWV�

Assess the Extent Of Bias On Campus Comprehen-
sively and Systematically
The U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Commis-
VLRQ�RQ�&LYLO�5LJKWV��86&&5��VKRXOG�UHWDLQ�TXDOLŁHG�VRFLDO�
scientists to conduct a national survey of college students to 
determine the extent of bias incidents they experience based 
on the identities already used by the FBI for its crime studies. 
Another valuable aspect of this study would be assessing why 
students downplay their experience of such incidents.

Allow Students to Take Campus Coexistence Into 
Their Own Hands
6WXGHQW�OHG�HŀRUWV�WR�FRPEDW�DQWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�,VODPRSKR-
ELD�VKRXOG�EH�SXEOLFL]HG�DQG�FHOHEUDWHG�FDPSXV�ZLGH��7KH�
YDOXH�RI�VXFK�DFWLRQV�H[FHHGV�GLUHFW�FRQłLFW�UHVROXWLRQ�

Student orientation guides and campus codes of conduct 
should include guidelines on how to respond to antisemitic 
and Islamophobic incidents, and any other bigotry. Such 
guidelines should go beyond simply asserting that such 
behavior is unacceptable.

6WXGHQW�LQWHUIDLWK�LQWHUFXOWXUDO�DQG�VRFLDO�DFWLRQ�SURMHFWV�
�VXFK�DV�UDLVLQJ�IXQGV�IRU�+DLWLDQ�HDUWKTXDNH�UHOLHI�RU�VHUY-
LQJ�PHDOV�WRJHWKHU�DW�VRXS�NLWFKHQV��WKDW�DUH�QRW�VSHFLŁFDOO\�
designed to interrogate antisemitism, Islamophobia, or any 
other form of bigotry should be encouraged and supported.

Protect the rights of students not to act as “representatives 
RI�WKHLU�IDLWKö�RU�WR�EH�H[SHFWHG�WR�WDNH�SRVLWLRQV�RQ�FRPSOH[�
geopolitical issues when they would prefer to remain outside 
those conversations.

3URMHFWV�WKDW�EULQJ�VWXGHQWV�WRJHWKHU�DFURVV�UHOLJLRXV��UDFLDO��
ethnic, gender, and other lines should be targeted for in-
creased funding by government and non-government agen-
cies, foundations, and donors.

7KH�'2(�DQG�86&&5�VKRXOG�MRLQWO\�VSRQVRU�DQ�DQQXDO�DZDUG�
for bridging divides on campus.

5HVLVW�)DQQLQJ�&RQłLFWV�:KHUH�7KH�0LGGOH�(DVW�,V�
The Flashpoint
(YHQWV�LQ�WKH�0LGGOH�(DVW�LQYDULDEO\�DFW�DV�łDVKSRLQWV�IRU�
antisemitic, anti-Israel, Islamophobic and/or Arabophobic 
incidents. It is crucial that college administrators and profes-
sors anticipate such eventualities and not allow any one 
group, whether comprised of students, professors, or outside 
VSHDNHUV��WR�GRPLQDWH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�

6WXGHQW�JURXSV��XQLYHUVLW\�DGPLQLVWUDWRUV��VWDŀ��DQG�IDFXOW\�
VKRXOG�LGHQWLI\�DQG�EH�DZDUH�RI�VSHDNHUV�DQG�RUJDQL]DWLRQVð
RQ�WKH�5LJKW�DQG�RQ�WKH�/HIWðWKDW�KDYH�D�KLVWRU\�RI�LQłDP-
PDWRU\�EHKDYLRU�DQG�VSHHFK��,I�VXFK�VSHDNHUV�DUH�ZHOFRPHG�
to campus, particularly under the banner of free speech 
SURWHFWLRQV��FDPSXVHV�VKRXOG�DQWLFLSDWH�FRQłLFW�DQG�SODQ�IRU�
measured, evidence-based debate.

-HZLVK�DQG�0XVOLP�IHDUV�PXVW�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\��QRW�H[-
SODLQHG�DZD\�DV�õRYHU�UHDFWLRQö�WR�UKHWRULF�RU�SXEOLF�GLVSOD\�
(e.g., anti-Israel street theatre). Where necessary, campus 
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DGPLQLVWUDWRUV�PXVW�WDNH�DFWLYH�VWHSV�WR�KHOS�VWXGHQWV�REWDLQ�
a sense of personal and psychological safety.

6XJJHVWLRQV�LQ�WKH�MRLQW�VWDWHPHQW�E\�&DU\�1HOVRQ�RI�WKH�
$PHULFDQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�RI�8QLYHUVLW\�3URIHVVRUV�DQG�.HQ�6WHUQ�
RI�WKH�$PHULFDQ�-HZLVK�&RPPLWWHH�VKRXOG�EH�WDNHQ�VHULRXVO\�
and seen as one constructive path toward illuminating com-
plex issues regarding campus bias, confronting bigotry, and 
respecting the First Amendment and the tradition of open 
LQTXLU\�LQ�WKH�DFDGHP\�

Combat Media Distortions
While it may be impossible to change or even challenge 
initially sloppy or sensational reporting of antisemitic or 
Islamophobic incidents on campus, deans and campus public 
UHODWLRQV�SURIHVVLRQDOV�FDQ�LQVLVW�WKDW�MRXUQDOLVWV�UHSRUW�DF-
curately on the response to incidents.

Campuses should send out their own press releases and 
DGG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�SURGXFWLYH�UHVSRQVHV�WR�FRQłLFW�LQ�
university-run media, including college websites.

Improve U.S. Government Research with Well-
Designed Studies
The U.S. Department of Education and the U.S. Commis-
sion on Civil Rights (USCCR), which have both investigated 
SUHMXGLFH�DQG�ELJRWU\�RQ�FDPSXV��PXVW�LQYHVW�LQ�SURSHUO\�
researched studies of Islamophobia.

Future recommendations by U.S. government agencies 
VKRXOG�QRW�EH�JHQHUDWHG�RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI�łDZHG�DQG�QDUURZ�

information-gathering practices, as was the case with the 
USCCR’s investigation into antisemitism on campus.

In its language and behaviors, the U.S. government must be 
vigilant to retain the distinction between political ideas and 
illegal actions. 

Use Accurate Terminology
5HWLUH�WKH�SKUDVH�õKDWH�FULPHVö�DQG�UHSODFH�LW�ZLWK�WKH�PRUH�
XVHIXO�DQG�DFFXUDWH�õELDV�FULPHVö�DQG�õELDV�LQFLGHQWVö�LQ�ERWK�
OHJDO�DQG�VFKRODUO\�ZRUN��VLQFH�PDQ\�LQFLGHQWV�RI�ELDV�GR�QRW�
rise to the level of crimes under our legal system. The emerg-
LQJ�PXOWL�GLVFLSOLQDU\�ŁHOG�RI�õ+DWH�6WXGLHVö�VKRXOG�FRQVLGHU�
UHFDVWLQJ�LWVHOI�DV�õ%LDV�6WXGLHV�ö

Political advocacy groups should reduce the use of terms 
VXFK�DV�õH[WUHPLVPö�DQG�õDQWL�$PHULFDQLVPö�LQ�SXEOLF�GLV-
FRXUVH�DQG�VWULYH�IRU�PRUH�VSHFLŁF�ODQJXDJH�DQG�DQDO\VLV�LQ�
their public pronouncements.

The American Sociological Association or other appropriate 
VFKRODUO\�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�VKRXOG�SURGXFH�DQ�DFFHVVLEOH�EULHŁQJ�
ERRNOHW�GHWDLOLQJ�FRQWHPSRUDU\�UHVHDUFK�RQ�SHRSOH�ZKR�MRLQ�
social movements engaged in protests and demonstrations. 
6XFK�UHVHDUFK�PXVW�DYRLG�GHPRQL]LQJ�VWXGHQWV�DQG�RWK-
ers who become involved in social movements as a “lunatic 
IULQJH�ö�G\VIXQFWLRQDO�õWURXEOHPDNHUV�ö�RU�VLPSO\�LJQRUDQW��
These are outdated concepts.
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197. The Commission on British 
Muslims and Islamophobia of the 
Runnymede Trust, 1997, Islamopho-
bia: A Challenge for Us All, London, 
by the author. This publication is 
now out of print. A summary is 
DW�KWWS���ZZZ�UXQQ\PHGHWUXVW�
org/uploads/publications/pdfs/
islamophobia.pdf. A version without 
certain graphics is online with 
the permission of the Runnymede 
7UXVW�DW�KWWS���ZZZ�GLYVKDUH�FRP�
GRZQORDG��������ï��E�

����� Richard Stone, et. al., Islamo-
phobia: Issues, Challenges and Action, 
a report of the Commission on Brit-
ish Muslims and Islamophobia of the 
5XQQ\PHGH�7UXVW��6WRNH�RQ�7UHQW��
8.��6WHUOLQJ�>9D�@��86$��7UHQWKDP�
%RRNV��LQ�$VVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�WKH�8QLW-
ing Britain Trust, London, 2004), 
145. Report in PDF format is stored 
DW�,QVWHDG�7UDLQLQJ��KWWS���ZZZ�
LQVWHG�FR�XN�LVODPERRN�SGI��6HH�
also additional resources at Instead 
7UDLQLQJ��KWWS���ZZZ�LQVWHG�FR�XN�
islam.html. 

199. Ann Coulter, 2001, “This is 
:DU�ö�National Review, September 
����������KWWS���ROG�QDWLRQDOUHYLHZ�
com/coulter/coulter.shtml.

200. Pew Research Center for the 
3HRSOH�	�WKH�3UHVV��������õ&RQWLQX-
LQJ�'LYLGH�LQ�9LHZV�RI�,VODP�DQG�
9LROHQFH�ö�0DUFK����������KWWS���
people–press.org/2011/03/09/con-
tinuing–divide–in–views–of–islam–
and–violence. 

201. Paul S. Boyer,“John Darby 
PHHWV�6DGGDP�+XVVHLQ��IRUHLJQ�
SROLF\�DQG�ELEOH�SURSKHF\�ö�Chronicle 
of Higher Education, supplement, 
February 14 2003, B10–B11. Avail-
DEOH�IRU�D�IHH�DW��KWWS���FKURQLFOH�
com/article/John–Darby–Meets–Sad-
GDP��������6HH�DOVR�%R\HU��When 
Time Shall Be No More: Prophecy 
Belief in Modern American Culture 
�&DPEULGJH��0$��%HONQDS�3UHVV�RI�
Harvard University Press, 1992).

202. Boyer, “John Darby meets 
6DGGDP�+XVVHLQ�ö

203. Paul Weyrich and William 
Lind, “Why Islam is a Threat to 
$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�:HVW�ö�DV�FLWHG�LQ�
Richard Stone, et. al., Islamophobia: 

Issues, Challenges and Action. Also 
FLWHG�LQ��1LFKRODV�'��.ULVWRI��õ%LJ-
RWU\�LQ�,VODPð$QG�+HUH�ö�New York 
Times��-XO\����������KWWS���ZZZ�
nytimes.com/2002/07/09/opinion/
bigotry–in–islam–and–here.html; 
Cal Thomas, “Moderate Muslims 
QHHG�WR�VWHS�XS�ö�'HFHPEHU����������
KWWS���WRZQKDOO�FRP�FROXPQLVWV�
calthomas/2002/12/03/moder-
ate_muslims_need_to_step_up. 
6HH�$OVR��3DXO�:H\ULFK��õ,VODP�DQG�
+DWH�ö�Newsmax, Thursday, Jan. 30, 
������KWWS���DUFKLYH�QHZVPD[�FRP�
archives/articles/2003/1/30/95022.
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Weyrich and Lind.

204. )UDQNOLQ�*UDKDP��TXRWHG�RQ�
NBC Nightly News, November 16, 
2001, as cited in Richard Stone et 
al., Islamophobia: Issues, Challenges 
and Action. Also cited in “Preacher’s 
$QWLï,VODP�5HPDUNV�0RELOL]H�
:KLWH�+RXVH�ö�&KDULVPD�1HZV�
Service via Beliefnet, November 19, 
������KWWS���ZZZ�EHOLHIQHW�FRP�
News/2001/11/Preachers–Anti–Is-
ODPï5HPDUNVï0RELOL]Hï:KLWHï
House.aspx. Also cited in Mitchell 
6��*LOEHUW��õ5HY��)UDQNOLQ�*UDKDP��
ñ,VODP�,V�$�9HU\�(YLO�DQG�:LFNHG�5HOL-
JLRQ�òö�San Francisco Examiner on-
OLQH��5HOLJLRQ�	�6SLULWXDOLW\��0D\�����
������KWWS���ZZZ�H[DPLQHU�FRP�
DUWLFOH�UHYïIUDQNOLQïJUDKDPïLVODPï
LVïLVïDïYHU\ïHYLOïDQGïZLFNHGïUHOL-
JLRQ��7KH�5HY��)UDQNOLQ�*UDKDP�LV�
the son of the Rev. Billy Graham.

205. John Ashcroft, as reported 
RULJLQDOO\�RQ�&URVVZDON�FRP��DQG�
as cited in Richard Stone, et. al., 
Islamophobia: Issues, Challenges 
and Action. Ashcroft’s comments 
are cited extensively and approv-
LQJO\�E\�7HG�2OVHQ��õ7KH�'LŀHUHQFH�
Between Christianity and Islam in a 
&RQWURYHUVLDO�1XWVKHOO�ö�Christianity 
Today website, February 1, 2002, 
KWWS���ZZZ�FKULVWLDQLW\WRGD\�FRP�
ct/2002/februaryweb–only/2–11–
42.0.html. Also cited in Hesham A. 
+DVVDEDOOD�ö*RG��/RYH��0HUF\��DQG�
,VODP�ö�Beliefnet, February 25, 2002, 
KWWS���ZZZ�EHOLHIQHW�FRP�)DLWKV�
Islam/2002/03/God–Love–Mercy–
And–Islam.aspx. John Ashcroft 
was Attorney General of the United 
States. The Justice Department later 
issued a release stating that Ashcroft 
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206. Rev. Pat Robertson, founder 
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DU\�������KWWS���WUDQVFULSWV�FQQ�
com/TRANSCRIPTS/0202/25/
ltm.10.html. 
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DO�5HVRXUFHV�ö�KWWS���ZZZ�DGF�RUJ�
education/educational-resources/.

����� 6HH�IRU�EDFNJURXQG�WKH�PD-
WHULDOV�DW�1LFN�&DUERQH��õ7LPHOLQH��
$�+LVWRU\�RI�9LROHQFH�DJDLQVW�6LNKV�
LQ�WKH�:DNH�RI�������Time Magazine, 
online Newsfeed-Religion, Aug. 
���������KWWS���QHZVIHHG�WLPH�
FRP������������WLPHOLQH�D�KLVWR-
U\�RI�YLROHQFH�DJDLQVW�VLNKV�LQ�WKH�
ZDNH�RI������L[]]�-I/4+O'Q�

209. “100 Questions and Answers 
DERXW�$UDE�$PHULFDQV��$�-RXU-
QDOLVWòV�*XLGH�ö�Detroit Free Press, 
QRZ�RńLQH��FRS\�VWRUHG�DW�KWWS���
www.allied–media.com/Arab–
American/100Q.htm. 

210. A separate literature review 
was conducted to compile this list. 
Additional details and expanded 
UHIHUHQFHV�IRU�WKLV�OLVW�DUH�DW�KWWS���
www.researchforprogress.us/camp-
con/islamophobia.

211. On right–wing Republicans—
6HFRQGDU\�6RXUFHV�

&HQWHU�IRU�5DFH�	�*HQGHU�DQG�
Council on American–Islamic Rela-
tions, 2011, Same Hate, New Target: 
Islamophobia and its Impact in the 
United States; January 2009—Decem-
ber 2010, University of California, 
%HUNHOH\��&HQWHU�IRU�5DFH�	�*HQGHU�
DQG�:DVKLQJWRQ��'&��&RXQFLO�
on American–Islamic Relations, 
��ï����KWWS���FUJ�EHUNHOH\�HGX�
VLWHV�GHIDXOW�ŁOHV�LVODPRSKRELDUH-
SRUW����ï�����SGI��0DUN�3RWRN��
The Screaming Hypocrisy of Congress-
man Peter King, SPLC HateWatch 
%ORJ��0DUFK�����������KWWS���ZZZ�
splcenter.org/blog/2011/03/11/
the–screaming–hypocrisy–of–pe-
WHUïNLQJ���6DOLP�0XZDNNLO��������
õ7KH�0XVOLPV�$UH�&RPLQJ�ö�In 
These Times��$SULO����KWWS���ZZZ�
inthesetimes.com/article/7156/; 
7DQ\D�6RPDQDGHU��������õ$VNHG�
$ERXW�$=�6KRRWLQJV��*LQJULFK�3LYRWV�
To Slamming Liberals For Ignoring 
7KUHDW�2I�ñ$PHULFDQ�,VODPLVWVòö�-DQX-
DU\�����������KWWS���WKLQNSURJUHVV�
RUJ�SROLWLFV�������������������
JLQJULFKïLVODPRSKRELDïD]ïVKRRW-
ing; Chip Berlet, “Islamophobia, 
$QWLVHPLWLVP�DQG�WKH�'HPRQL]HG�
ñ2WKHUò��3DUDOOHOV�DPRQJ�ELJRWULHV�
UHłHFW�WKH�FRQVSLUDWRULDO�PLQGVHW�ö�
([WUD���)DLUQHVV�DQG�$FFXUDF\�LQ�
5HSRUWLQJ��$XJXVW�����������KWWS���
fair.org/extra–online–articles/is-
lamophobia–antisemitism–and–the–
GHPRQL]HGïRWKHU��

212. On Christian Right—Primary 
([DPSOHV�

Christian Right leaders Paul Weyrich 
and William Lind, “Why Islam is a 
7KUHDW�WR�$PHULFD�DQG�WKH�:HVW�ö�
&LWHG�LQ�1LFKRODV�'��.ULVWRI��õ%LJRWU\�
LQ�,VODPð$QG�+HUH�ö�New York 
Times��-XO\�����������KWWS���ZZZ�
nytimes.com/2002/07/09/opin-
ion/bigotry–in–islam–and–here.
html; and Cal Thomas, “Moderate 
0XVOLPV�QHHG�WR�VWHS�XS�ö�'HFHP-
EHU����������KWWS���WRZQKDOO�FRP�
columnists/calthomas/2002/12/03/
moderate_muslims_need_to_
VWHSBXS��6HH�$OVR��3DXO�:H\ULFK��
7KXUVGD\��-DQ������������KWWS���
archive.newsmax.com/archives/
articles/2003/1/30/95022.shtml; 
(YDQJHOLFDO�OHDGHU�)UDQNOLQ�*UDKDP��
speech on NBC Nightly News, 
1RYHPEHU�������KWWS���ZZZ�H[DP-
LQHU�FRP�DUWLFOH�UHYïIUDQNOLQïJUD-
ham–islam–is–is–a–very–evil–and–
ZLFNHGïUHOLJLRQ��7KH�5HY��)UDQNOLQ�
Graham is the son of the Rev. Billy 
Graham; Rev Pat Robertson, founder 
of Christian Coalition, CNN, Febru-
DU\�������KWWS���WUDQVFULSWV�FQQ�
com/TRANSCRIPTS/0202/25/
ltm.10.html; U.S. Attorney General 
John Ashcroft, Los Angeles Times, 16 
February 2002 p. 12; cited exten-
VLYHO\�E\�7HG�2OVHQ��õ7KH�'LŀHUHQFH�
Between Christianity and Islam in 
D�&RQWURYHUVLDO�1XWVKHOO�ö�Chris-
tianity Today, February 1, 2002, 
KWWS���ZZZ�FKULVWLDQLW\WRGD\�
com/ct/2002/februaryweb–only/2–
11–42.0.html.

On Christian Right—Secondary 
6RXUFHV�

See text and notes in following 
section on “Apocalyptic Christian 
5LJKW�,VODPRSKRELD�ö�6HH�DOVR��-DPHV�
=RJE\��õ8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�$PHULFDòV�
5LJKW�:LQJ��3DUW�7ZR�ö�Washington 
Watch (Arab American Institute), 
column, archived at Media Matters, 
-XQH����������KWWS���ZZZ�PHGLD-
PRQLWRUV�QHW�]RJE\���KWPO�

213. On militarists, neoconser-
vatives, and hardliners—Primary 
([DPSOHV�

See, for example, issues of the 
Weekly Standard��KWWS���ZZZ�ZHHN-
O\VWDQGDUG�FRP���DUWLFOHV�E\�)UDQN�
*DŀQH\��WKH�ZHEVLWH�RI�WKH�&HQWHU�IRU�
6HFXULW\�3ROLF\��&63���KWWS���ZZZ�
centerforsecuritypolicy.org/index.
xml; the website of the American 
6HFXULW\�&RXQFLO�)RXQGDWLRQ��KWWS���
www.ascfusa.org/, (especially 
DUWLFOHV�E\�'HERUDK�:HLVV��KWWS���
ZZZ�DVFIXVD�RUJ�DXWKRUV�YLHZ�����

On militarists, neoconservatives, 
DQG�KDUGOLQHUVð6HFRQGDU\�6RXUFHV�

.HFLD�$OL�DQG�2OLYHU�/HDPDQ, Islam: 
The Key Concepts��/RQGRQ��1HZ�<RUN��

5RXWOHGJH���������'LGLHU�&KDXGHW��
Florent Parmentier, and Benoit 
Pelopidas, When Empire Meets Na-
tionalism: Power Politics in the US and 
Russia (Farnham, England and Bur-
OLQJWRQ��97��$VKJDWH�3XE����������
John L. Esposito, What Everyone 
Needs to Know about Islam (Oxford 
DQG�1HZ�<RUN��2[IRUG�8QLYHUVLW\�
3UHVV���������8OULNH�0DUWHQVVRQ��
Fundamentalism in the Modern World, 
Vol. 2, Fundamentalism and Com-
munication: Culture, Media and the 
Public Sphere��/RQGRQ��,�%��7DXULV��
2011); Emran Qureshi and Michael 
Anthony Sells, The New Crusades: 
Constructing the Muslim Enemy  (New 
<RUN��&ROXPELD�8QLYHUVLW\�3UHVV��
�������$QGUHZ�6KU\RFN��Islamopho-
bia/Islamophilia: Beyond the Politics of 
Enemy and Friend (Indiana University 
Press, 2010); Ray Taras, Europe Old 
and New: Transnationalism, Belong-
ing, Xenophobia �/DQKDP��0'��5RZ-
PDQ�	�/LWWOHŁHOG���������$OL�*KDULE�
and Eli Clifton, “Pushing Islamopho-
ELD�ö�,QWHU�3UHVV�6HUYLFH�6HSWHPEHU�
����������SRVWHG�DW�5LJKW:HE��
KWWS���ULJKWZHE�LUF�RQOLQH�RUJ�
articles/display/Pushing_Islamopho-
ELD���-DPHV�=RJE\��õ8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�
$PHULFDòV�5LJKW�:LQJ��3DUW�2QH�ö�
Washington Watch (Arab American 
Institute), column, archived at Me-
GLD�0RQLWRUV��0D\�����������KWWS���
ZZZ�PHGLDPRQLWRUV�QHW�]RJE\���
KWPO��-DPHV�=RJE\��õ8QGHUVWDQGLQJ�
$PHULFDòV�5LJKW�:LQJ��3DUW�7ZR�ö�
Washington Watch (Arab American 
Institute), column, June 4, 2002, 
DUFKLYHG�DW�0HGLD�0RQLWRUV��KWWS���
ZZZ�PHGLDPRQLWRUV�QHW�]RJE\���
KWPO��&KLS�%HUOHW��������õ&KDLUPDQ�
/LHEHUPDQòV�ñ:DU�RQ�7HUURU�òö�5LJKW�
:HE��6HSWHPEHU�����������KWWS���
www.rightweb.irc–online.org/
articles/display/Chairman_Lieber-
mans_War_on_Terror.

214. On media pundits—Primary 
([DPSOHV�

0DWW�+DGUR��õ$�7UHH�*URZV�,Q�%URRN-
O\Q�ö�$FFXUDF\�LQ�0HGLD��$XJXVW�
���������KWWS���ZZZ�DLP�RUJ�
EULHŁQJ�DïWUHHïJURZVïLQïEURRN-
O\Q���VHH�SURŁOHV�ZLWK�TXRWHV�IURP�
'DYLG�+RURZLW]��5REHUW�6SHQFHU��
Daniel Pipes, Michael Savage, 
Pat Robertson, Sean Hannity, Bill 
2ò5HLOO\��0DUN�6WH\Q��6WHYH�(PHU-
VRQ��0LFKHOOH�0DONLQ��*OHQQ�%HFN��
and Debbie Schlussel in the article 
õ7KH�'LUW\�'R]HQ��:KRòV�ZKR�DPRQJ�
$PHULFDòV�OHDGLQJ�,VODPRSKREHV�ö�
)DLUQHVV�	�$FFXUDF\�LQ�5HSRUW-
ing, Smearcasting��KWWS���ZZZ�
VPHDUFDVWLQJ�XV�GR]HQ�KWPO�

On media pundits—Secondary 
6RXUFHV�

Brigitte L. Nacos and Oscar Torres–
Reyna, Fueling Our Fears: Stereotyp-
ing, Media Coverage, Public Opinion 
of Muslim Americans��/DQKDP��
5RZPDQ�	�/LWWOHŁHOG�3XEOLVKHUV��
�������&HQWHU�IRU�5DFH�	�*HQGHU�DQG�
Council on American–Islamic Rela-
tions, 2011, Same Hate, New Target; 
%LOO�0RUOLQ��õ0RVTXH�$UVRQLVW�3OHDGV�
Guilty, Implicates Fox News in Fuel-
LQJ�+DWH�ö�63/&�+DWH:DWFK�%ORJ��
'HFHPEHU�����������KWWS���ZZZ�
splcenter.org/blog/2012/12/20/
PRVTXHïDUVRQLVWïSOHDGVïJXLOW\ïLP-
plicates–fox–news–in–fueling–hate/; 
Berlet, “Islamophobia, Antisemitism 
DQG�WKH�'HPRQL]HG�ñ2WKHUò�ö

215. On trainers—Secondary 
6RXUFHV�

Thomas Cincotta, Manufacturing 
the Muslim Menace: Private Firms, 
Public Servants, & the Threat to 
Rights and Security (Somerville, 
0$��3ROLWLFDO�5HVHDUFK�$VVRFLDWHV��
2011); Dana Priest and William 
0��$UNLQ��õ0RQLWRULQJ�$PHULFD�ö�
Washington Post, July 19, 2010 [this 
is a multi-part investigative report], 
KWWS���SURMHFWV�ZDVKLQJWRQSRVW�
com/top-secret-america/articles/
monitoring-america/; Center for 
Human Rights and Global Justice, 
Targeted and Entrapped: Manufac-
turing the “Homegrown Threat” in 
the United States��1HZ�<RUN��1<8�
6FKRRO�RI�/DZ���������:DMDKDW�
Ali, Eli Clifton, Matthew Duss, Lee 
)DQJ��6FRWW�.H\HV��)DL]�6KDNLU��Fear, 
Inc.: The Roots of the Islamophobia 
Network in America (Washington, 
'&��&HQWHU�IRU�$PHULFDQ�3URJUHVV��
�������KWWS���ZZZ�DPHULFDQ-
progress.org/issues/religion/re-
SRUW������������������IHDU�LQF���
Muslim American Civil Liberties 
Coalition (MACLC), “Counterter-
URULVP�SROLF\��0$&/&òV�&ULWLTXH�RI�
WKH�1<3'òV�5HSRUW�RQ�+RPHJURZQ�
5DGLFDOLVP�ö��1HZ�<RUN��E\�WKH�
DXWKRU���������KWWS���PDFOFQ\SGFUL-
WLTXH�ŁOHV�ZRUGSUHVV�FRP���������
FRXQWHUWHUURULVPïSROLF\ïŁQDOïSD-
SHU��SGI��6KHLOD�0XVDML��õ6KRHEDW��
Saleem, and Anani – Three Arab 
9LOODJHV�$UH�0LVVLQJ�7KHLU�,GLRWV�ö�
American Muslim, March, 17, 2011, 
KWWS���ZZZ�WKHDPHULFDQPXVOLP�
org/tam.php/features/articles/
ZDOLGBVKRHEDWBNDPDOBVDOHHPB
]DFKDULDBDQDQL����������&KLS�
%HUOHW��õ9LROHQFH�DQG�3XEOLF�3ROLF\�ö�
Criminology and Public Policy, special 
LVVXH�RQ�WHUURULVP��9RO�����1R�����
(October), 2009, 623–631.

216. On Tea Party—Secondary 
6RXUFHV��

Devin Burghart and Leonard 
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=HVNLQG��õ%H\RQG�)$,5�ö�-DQXDU\�
17, 2012, Institute for Research and 
(GXFDWLRQ�RQ�+XPDQ�5LJKWV��KWWS���
www.irehr.org/issue–areas/tea–par-
ty–nationalism/beyond–fair–report; 
Chip Berlet. “Reframing Populist 
Resentments in the Tea Party Move-
PHQW�ö�In Steep: The Precipitous Rise 
of the Tea Party, Lawrence Rosenthal 
DQG�&KULVWLQH�7URVW��HGV���%HUNHOH\��
Univ. of California Press, 2012).

217. On xenophobes—Secondary 
6RXUFHV�

%XUJKDUW�DQG�=HVNLQG��õ%H\RQG�
)$,5ö��5REHUW�6WHLQEDFN��õ-LKDG�
$JDLQVW�,VODP�ö�Intelligence Report, 
6XPPHU�������,VVXH�1XPEHU��
142, Southern Poverty Law Center, 
KWWS���ZZZ�VSOFHQWHU�RUJ�JHWï
informed/intelligence–report/
browse–all–issues/2011/sum-
PHU�MLKDGïDJDLQVWïLVODP��BBBBB��
õ7KH�$QWLï0XVOLP�,QQHU�&LUFOH�ö�
Intelligence Report, Summer 2011, 
No. 142, Southern Poverty Law 
&HQWHU��KWWS���ZZZ�VSOFHQWHU�RUJ�
get–informed/intelligence–report/
browse–all–issues/2011/summer/
the–anti–muslim–inner–circle; 
Abraham H. Foxman, “Shout Down 
WKH�6KDULD�0\WK�0DNHUV�ö�$QWLï'HID-
mation League, August 10, 2011, 
KWWS���ZZZ�DGO�RUJ�SUHVVïFHQWHU�F�
VKRXWïGRZQïWKHïVKDULDïP\WKïPDN-
ers.html; Tim Murphy, “Meet the 
White Supremacist Leading the 
*23òV�$QWLï6KDULD�&UXVDGH�ö�Mother 
Jones��0DUFK����������KWWS���ZZZ�
PRWKHUMRQHV�FRP�SROLWLFV���������
david–yerushalmi–sharia–ban–ten-
QHVVHH��0XZDNNLO��õ7KH�0XVOLPV�
$UH�&RPLQJ�ö��'DYLG�1HLZHUW��
“Far–Right Extremists Tried Pinning 
%ODPH�IRU�$QWLï,VODP�)LOP�RQ�-HZV�ö�
&URRNV�DQG�/LDUV��6HSWHPEHU�����
������KWWS���FURRNVDQGOLDUV�FRP�
david–neiwert/far–right–extremists–
tried–pinning–b; Chip Berlet, “The 
5RRWV�RI�$QWLï2EDPD�5KHWRULF�ö�LQ�
Donald Cunnigen, Marino A. Bruce, 
eds., Race in the Age of Obama, 
9RO�����5HVHDUFK�LQ�5DFH�DQG�(WKQLF�
Relations (Emerald Group Publishing 
Limited, 2010), 301–319.

����� For example, the neocon-
servatives and the militarists; the 
Christian Right and the neoconser-
vatives; the neoconservatives and 
the Republican Party; the Christian 
Right and the Republican Party; the 
Christian Right and the Tea Party; 
the Republican Party and the Tea 
Party; the Tea Party and xenophobic, 
anti–immigrant, and White Nation-
alist groups, etc.

219. Michael Northcott, An Angel 
Directs the Storm: Apocalyptic Religion 

and American Empire��/RQGRQ��,�%��
Tauris, 2004); Hugh Urban, “Bush, 
the Neocons and Evangelical Chris-
WLDQ�)LFWLRQ��$PHULFD��ñ/HIW�%HKLQG�òö�
Journal of Religion & Society��9RO�����
������KWWS���PRVHV�FUHLJKWRQ�HGX�
JRS/2006/2006–2.html; Robert 
J. Lifton, Superpower Syndrome: 
America’s Apocalyptic Confrontation 
with the World��1HZ�<RUN��7KXQ-
GHUòV�0RXWK�%RRNV�1DWLRQ�%RRNV��
2003); Richard A. Horsley, Jesus and 
Empire: The Kingdom of God and the 
New World Disorder (Minneapolis, 
01��$XJVEXUJ�)RUWUHVV�3XEOLVKHUV��
2002).

220. Hal Lindsey, with C. C. 
Carlson, The Late Great Planet Earth 
�*UDQG�5DSLGV��0,��=RQGHUYDQ�3XE-
lishing House, 1970).
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401. U.S. Department of State, 
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WLFOH��������������������KLOOHO�
EUDQGHLV�H[FOXGHV�MYS�JHQHUDWLQJ�
praise-and-criticism.
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/RRNLQJ�*ODVV��,61$�7KXJV"�������
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Justice, United States Attorney Of-
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DQ�)UDQFLVFR�ö�The Jewish Journal, 
November 19–25, 1993,6. 

Abdeen Jabara, “The Anti–Defa-
PDWLRQ�/HDJXH��&LYLO�5LJKWV�DQG�
:URQJV�ö�CovertAction Quarterly, 
6XPPHU���������ï����
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American Federation of Teachers, 
Campus Progress/Center for Ameri-
can Progress, Center for Campus 
Free Speech, Free Press, National 
Association of State PIRGs, National 
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www.campusspeech.org/resources/
facts_still_count.

430. -LKDG�:DWFK��KWWS���ZZZ�
MLKDGZDWFK�RUJ���
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The Top 25 Censored Stories (New 
<RUN��6HYHQ�6WRULHV�3UHVV���������
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counterpunch.org/weir11092005.
html; “Wall, What Wall? My Beth-
OHKHP�([SHULHQFH�ö�'HFHPEHU�����
2005, www.counterpunch.org/
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