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conditions for a stable peace be-

tween Israel and Egypt.
Is it in Israel’s interest—or in the
interest of world peace—to overlook

that Nasser’s influence over the
Egyptian people is based on his vig-
orous and militant defense of his
country and of the Arab world
againsi colonialist domination? This
is why Nasser has the support of
the entire Asian-African world,
which includes such countries as
India and Burma, which are friendly
to Israel. His refusal to make peace
with Israel and to recognize Israel’s
existence is incompatible with his
own international policy against the
use of force in settling international
affairs. But his refusal to al-
low Israel shipping through the
canal weakens Egypts just claim to
full control of the canal. Israel’s
chances for peace and friendship
with the Asian-African world of
which she is a part will be greatly
improved if she recognizes and sup-
ports the determined fight which the
Arab countries are putting up to
gain full independence from colo-
nialism.

Toward a Peaceful Solution

The events of the past weeks make
imperative the conclusion of a “just
and durable peace” between Israel
and her Arab neighbors, as the
American Jewish Committee said in
a statement to Dulles on Nov. 8. The
statement of the 168 Jewish leaders
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a few days earlier also called for “a
just and lasting peace” in the Middle
East, In the General Assembly now
in session, this matter needs to be
given the most serious attention.

Disposition of the Gaza strip in-
volves grave difficulties. If Israel
does not withdraw from this area
and submit the question to negotia-
tion, great danger of war will exist.,

Rose L. Halprin, a former presi-

dent of Hadassah and acting chair-
man of the Jewish Agency in New
York, detailed in a letter to the N. Y.
Times (Nov. 12) the issues that must
be settled: “Peace means the cessa-
tion of hostilities, the assurance of
freedom of passage for Israel ship-
ping through the Suez Canal and
the Gulf of Aqgaba. It means also
the stabilization of frontiers, the re-
solving of the Arab refugee ques-
tion and paves the way to the de-
velopment of the region for the bene-
fit of its peoples.” These issues, as
well as Israel’s right to existence, can
be resolved with the help of de-
termined UN action.

UN action can be facilitated by a
summit meeting of the Big Four to-
gether with India, as proposed by
the Swiss government on Nov. 6.
A summit meeting would great-
ly improve chances for peace. Ameri-
cans, Jewish and non-Jewish, can
help to further peace by pressing
the President to reconsider his re-
fusal to go to Geneva for such a
conference. A peace-hungry world
would warmly welcome such an ac-
tion.
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A MEMO TO SOVIET LEADERS

A memorandum to the leaders of the
Soviet people ‘“‘urgenily requesting”
that the Soviet Union issue an author-
itative statement regarding the situa-
tion of the Jews in the Soviet Union
was sent on October 12 under the sig-
natures of 26 progressive Jewish lead-
ers and writers. The full text of the
memorandum and the signees follows:

Hon. Nikolai A. Bulganin,

Chairman, Council of Ministers,
U.S.S.R.

The Kremlin

Moscow, U.S.S.R.

Hon. K. Y. Voroshilov,

President of the Presidium of the
USSR Supreme Soviet,

Moscow, U.S.S.R.

Honorable Sirs:

The undersigned are individuals
active in Jewish community and cul-
tural life, trade unionists or members
of Jewish organizations which repre-
sent an important segment of the five
million Jews in the United States.

We have always cherished the com-
mon ties which bind American Jews
with  their  brothers and sisters
throughout the world. This bond ex-
ists by virtue of the common past and
history of the Jewish people, of the
creation and common appreciation of
cultural values and languages, and for
many Jews, of a common religion.

For the majority of the Jewish peo-
ple in the United States, whether they
agreed with the social-political system
of the USSR or not, the Soviet Union
set the historic example of the libera-
tion of peoples from all forms of na-
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tional oppression and discrimination.
The Jewish people rejoiced when the
Soviet Union was the first country in
all history to pass a law making anti-
Semitism a crime and to institute com-
plete equality of all races and peoples.

This enlightened policy contributed
to the flowering of a brilliant Soviet
Jewish culture in the Yiddish language
in the 20’s, 30’s and 40’s, which en-
riched Jewish culture generally and
contributed to the development of Jew-
ish culture in America.

When the Soviet Union proclaimed
Birobidjan as the Jewish Autonomous
Region in 1934, people of diverse
viewpoints regarded this as an historic
act which aimed at securing the na-
tional existence and development of
the Jewish people as an equal member
among all the nationalities of the
USSR.

Not only Jews but all anti-nazis re-
joiced when the Soviet Union wel-
comed 400,000 Polish Jews in flight
from Hitler murderers—and as a re-
sult of special measures of evacuation
succeeded in protecting its Jewish pop-
ulation and proved to be the only
country where the majority of the
Jewish population—two and a half
million Jews—survived nazi occupa-
tion.

IN THE LIGHT OF THIS POSITIVE AP-
proach to problems of the Jewish peo-
ple, the revelations of the crimes com-
mitted against Soviet Jews as a result
of a departure from the historic na-
tionalities policies of the Soviet Union
have caused widespread shock and
consternation not only among Jews
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but among millions of Americans.

We are aware that these crimes re-
sulted from the gross distortion of the
Soviet legal system. These distortions,
as we have learned, have done great
injury to the Soviet population in gen-
eral. We have noted that in the process
of eliminating the former injustices
certain steps are being taken to cor-
rect the wrongs suffered by Soviet
Jews as well. These efforts are all to
the good. We suggest, however, that
certain considerations still stand in the
way of adequate rectification.

The Jewish people of the United
States are deeply disturbed by the fact
that no authoritative statement has to
this date been made on the disappear-
ance of Jewish cultural and communal
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institutions or on the execution and
jailing of so many Jewish leaders.

This situation was hardly improved
by the remarks of Ekaterina Furtseva,
made in an interview with Tabitha
Petran in the American weekly Na-
tional Guardian (June 25, 1956) to
the effect that “if there had been any
drive against the Jewish people or
Jewish culture, ‘we would have pub-
lished it ourselves and would not need
to have it published in the Polish
press.””

We are greatly concerned that.such
a prominent leader is not even aware
of the undeniable facts regarding the
disappearance of Jewish cultural insti-
tutions and personalities in her coun-

try.

UNKNOWN LOVER

For a Jewish Poet

Your love of me abolishes your death-
corrupted self, leaps distance none survive,
lights up your smile and puts you here, alive
in me. I touch you, breathing on my breath.

Then tell them quick, my innocent, confess
the truth—swear itl—-what poet ever lied?—
you are the unknown lover we denied,
the heartbreak that your love of us keeps fresh.

Tomorrow was my life to my last day . . .
Enough, enough! This love that your heart leaves
I take—to be your life, your love, your youth.

In your own land, six thousand miles away
and mine, where I was deaf, your laughter breathes
in millions—turns you, dead, into our truth.

By WALTER LOWENFELS
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Equally upsetting was Ekaterina
Furtseva’s statement in the same inter-
view to the effect that certain govern-
ment departments supposedly contained
an excessive proportion of Jews. Com-
ing on the heels of news items quoting
other leaders of the Soviet Union in a
similar vein, the Jewish people, along
with all democratic-minded groups, are
deeply shocked by anything suggestive
of quotas based on race or nationality
considerations.

Another fact which has caused con-
cern is the treatment of the Jewish
people in Volume 15 of the Great
Soviet Encyclopedia, which appeared
in 1952. The section on “Jews” (Yev-
rei), reduced to four columns as com-
pared to 152 columns in the 1932 edi-
tion, negates the very existence of the
Jewish people and even makes light of
statistics pertaining to Jews. Great
figures in Soviet Jewish life as well as
world-renowned Yiddish writers, in-
cluding the classics, have disappeared
from all volumes of the new edition of
the Great Soviet Encyclopedia pub-
lished so far.

WE ARE HAPPY TO SEE THAT JEW-
ish religious leaders are invited to
the USSR by the Moscow rabbinate.
But we are constrained to ask: who
speaks for the secular Jews of the
Soviet Union that comprise the ma-
jority of the Soviet jewish people.
We find it difficult to accept the
premise that the communal and cul-
tural life of Jews in the Soviet Union
is limited to an exclusively religious
status. For over 100 years a secular
Jewish people’s culture developed in
your country. This culture was nour-
ished by the humanist and liberation
struggles of the Russian people. After
1917 the Jewish people of the Soviet
Union received the opportunity of
realizing the full potentialities of their
cultural creativeness, A rich Jewish

DecemBER, 1956

culture flourished, expressed in daily

newspapers, literary journals, state
theaters, schools, scientific, literary
and linguistic research institutions. All
these enjoyed the full support of the
Soviet government.

Now we are faced with the tragic
fact that all these institutions have
completely vanished. It is inconceiv-
able that Jewish culture in the Soviet
Union has overnight become obsolete
or historically superfluous as a result
of supposed “integration.” Certainly
the concept of “integration” does not
explain a situation where all Jewish
cultural institutions that flourished
many years suddenly disappear com-
pletely. Many facts prove that this
theory of “integration” runs counter
to reality.

The unprecedented success of Jewish
concerts in Moscow and other Soviet
cities in the past months signifies to
us that interest in, and need of, Jewish
culture are alive in the Soviet Union.
Scores of Soviet Jewish writers today
engaged in creative work in the Yid-
dish language, are additional testimony
of the potential for a Jewish people’s
culture in the Soviet Union.

The Soviet government recently re-
affirmed its principle of fostering the
general development and flowering of
the economy and culture of all peoples
and nationalities. This naturally in-
cludes, we hope, the developing and

flowering of the culture of the Jewish @ |

people of the USSR.

It is apparent that the Soviet Union

has exerted tremendous efforts to right
the wrongs commitied during the

years preceding 1953. However, we !

wish to express our anxiety in re-
spect to the reconstruction of Jewish
communal and cultural life.

A PUBLIC AND AUTHORITATIVE STATE-
ment dealing with the injustices suf-
fered and with the measures being
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taken in the direction of re-establish-
ment of Jewish cultural institutions
will go far to allay the apprehensions
about the future of the Jewish people
in the Soviet Union. We urgently re-
quest that such a statement be issued
as soon as possible.

In addition, we submit that due to
the physical and intellectual losses
sustained by the Soviet Jews, the proc-
ess of reconstruction of their com-
munal life will require the sympathetic
and energetic aid of the Soviet leader-
ship.
We are confident such aid will be
forthcoming in accordance with the
Soviet principle of strengthening the
culture of nationalities.

In submitting this memorandum we
are motivated by our interest in better
understanding and cooperation among
all peoples. It cannot be doubted that
increased as well as hastened acts of
reconstruction of Jewish life in the
Soviet Union will have great value in
strengthening friendly relations be-
tween our countries and will advance
the objectives of co-existence and
peace.

A. BERGMAN, Jewish educator

ABrAHAM Bick, rabbi, lecturer, writer
Louis DavipsoN, trade unionist
SimoN FEDERMAN, community leader
FanNiE M. GoLos, trade unionist
JuNE GORDON, women’s organizational
leader
Ber GREEN, poet and journalist
MauRIcE GRUBIN, community leader
Louis Harap, editor and writer
ABrRAMAM KoOLB, trade unionist
ABRAHAM JENOFSKY, cultural organi-
zational leader
Naum Kamenerzky, Jewish educator
NATHAN MACK, Jewish organizational
leader
CHARLES NEMEROFF, trade unionist
PauvL Novick, editor and writer
SaM PEVZNER, journalist
PriLip RoerTs, Polish landsmanshaft
leader _
I. E. RoncH, poet and journalist
RuBIN SALTZMAN, community leader
GEDALIA SANDLER, community leader
Epita SkcaL, dancer and instructor
Morris U. ScHAPPES, Jewish historian
SopPHIE SUSMAN, fraternal leader
ABRAHAM WISE, trade unionist
RusiN YOUKELSON, cultural organiza-
tional leader
SaUL ZipPER, Jewish teacher

reports that *
reported in the N. Y. Times (
reaching Warsaw from Budapes

2) read: “A cable received by
Vienna reports the alarn
the rebels in Hungary.” And the
on Nov. 8 quoted a letter

were murdered by people crying,
They must be rooted out so that

cern. These reports told of massacres o
described as ‘Fascist elements’ amongst those

intervention.” Another report in the Yiddish Day-
the Satmar Rabbi [in New York] from

iing news that Jewish blood is being shed by

Paris describing a pogrom in whie

Hungarian Fascists Massacre Jews

SIGNIFICANT aspect of the situation in Hungary emerges from
‘nassacres” of Jews took place in Budapest. Sidney Gruson
Nov. 1) from Warsaw that “Some reports
t today [Oct. 31] caused considerable con-

f Communists and Jews by what are
fighting against Soviet
orning Journal (Nov.

Paris Yiddish paper, Di Naie Presse,

from Budapest received by a Jewish woman in
h 200 Jewish men, women and children
“The Jews are the allies of the Reds!

no trace remains of them!”
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TWO MURDERERS
. (Continued from page 25)

bodies and a severed head with a
grey beard, and he himself and his
cutt}'lroats, drunk or sober, singing
a bizarre popular tune over and
over.

j Out of great weariness and home-
sickness he felt a desire to tell his
loquacious landlady how it had hap-
pened. Nicht? he asked her again
and again, adapting himself to her
manner of speech, nicht warp

The good-natured and energetic
Frau understood very little of his
broken German. Especially puzzling
to her was: who were the guilty
ones and why had they killed? One
thing only was clear to her: Around
this tenant of hers had lain bloody
children, many, many, bloody chil-
dren with their throats ripped open.

“Well, and the trial?” she asked
him with intense curiosity. “Was
there a trial?”

Zaremba did not answer.

Frau Ginter looked into his pock-
marked face, became thoughtful
and felt that there was something
here that she did not understand at
all. She got up to leave.

Now they were alone in the
kitchen—Zaremba and Tel. One sat
on a chair near the table, the other
1a.y on a small rug, with his head on
his outstretched paws. Everything
was still. They gazed into each
other’s eyes with great weariness
and longing.

(Translated from the Yiddish by
Max Rosenfeld)
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JEWISH EDUCATION
(Continued from page 14)

think that what Chaim Zhitlovsky
was trying to tell his fellow-Jews in
1909 still holds true today. Can’t we
use the old traditional forms, he
asked, and give them a new con-
tent in keeping with our own mode
of tl?ougllt? Perhaps they have a
cerfam inner content which can
easily be cleansed of supernatural
elements and still maintain the power
to ‘nttract the people?

_‘Tzﬂm the holiday Pesach,” he

§mc[. According to modern res’earch
it must be accepted that this holi-
day is much older than the Jewish
pec:ple; that it is an ancient Semitic
spring festival going back to the
time when all the Semites may have
worshipped one god. However Jew-
ish tradition associated the sea,lsonal
rebirth of nature with the rebirth of
the Hebrews and their liberation
fro:p slavery. A whole chain of fan-
tastic legends has grown up around
the essentially human core of this
story—the crossing of the Red Sea,
the Ten Plagues, etc. But if you re:
move all these legendary miracles
you find that the story is about a
people which languished in slavery
for generations and then found the
strength to throw off its yoke. .
I?o all these legends outweigh th'atl
single, plain, human, beautiful fact?
All of humanity would do well to
celebrate the spirit of the Jewish
Pesach—shall we forget it?”

I think even this one challenge is
enough to keep progressive Jewish
education busy for a long time to
come.
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