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1.  The Freedom of Information laws in the USA have forced the publication of the comments by
the IPCC's expert reviewers for the report by Working Group I (WG I). These comments are
now online (see footnote ') but one wonders if this material would have been released had it
been stored in a country without similar legislation because the corresponding comments were
not released for previous IPCC reports.

2. All reviewers were able to comment on First Order Revision (FOR) and Second Order
Revision (SOR) of chapters 1 to 11 of the [IPCC WG I report. They also reviewed the
Technical Summary Report (TSR) and the Second Order Revision (SOR) of the Summary for
Policy makers (SPM) but only government representatives reviewed the Final Draft (FDR) of
the SPM and no responses were made for that FDR.

3. The preface to the comments for each revision of each chapter says "...These comments and
responses are not to be edited and/ or redistributed in part or in full to others. ..." but contents
of the IPCC report were leaked to the media prior to formal release and the IPCC did
themselves a disservice by releasing the Summary for Policy-makers (SPM), approved by
government representatives, and delayed the releasing the parts written and approved by
scientists until those parts conformed to the contents of the SPM.

4.  Reviewers' comment vary in scope from praise for the chapter or sections thereof, to noting
spelling or grammatical errors, to asking for the revision or removal of large passages of text.
The responses to these comments likewise varies from acknowledgement of praise, to
comments that changes are planned, to statements about why changes will not be made.

Examples:

Reviewer - "Title is not accurate ..."
Response - "Title cannot be changed ..."

Reviewer - "Replace 'very likely' by 'most unlikely'
Response - "Rejected: no basis given for the assertion"

Response - "Noted, but disagree" (or "Noted, but not changed")
Response - "We have room for only limited discussion of ..."
Response - "Still speculative"

Reviewer - "Having read all 11 chapters of the draft Report, I had intended to provide
review comments on them all. However, I became so angry at the need to point
out the above elementary principles that I abandoned the review at this point: the
draft should be withdrawn and replaced by another that displays an adequate
level of scientific competence."

5. The rejection of reviewers' comments comes in all forms including "Noted but disagree" (or
similar) , redirections to other responses, comment that the substance of the reviewer's is dealt

see http://ipcc-wgl.ucar.edu/wgl/Comments/wgl-commentFrameset.html




with elsewhere, that space constraints prevent the inclusion of certain material, that the
reviewers' comments lack justification and so on. In some chapters the responses are terse but
in others the responses are detailed especially where a reviewers' comment is being dismissed
or rejected. This variety of responses no doubt comes from the differing authorship team for
each chapter.

In many instances one gets the impression that reviewers had to justify their requests for
substantial changes (i.e. not spelling or grammatical errors, or requests for clarification) but
the chapter authors did not have to justify the material they had written and in particular their
interpretations or opinions.

The use of the word "rejected" provides an indication of the responses to reviewers' comments
that disagreed with the text of the target dratft.

The table below lists the number of reviewer responses to the first and second order drafts
(FOR and SOR) of each chapter along with the number of times the word "rejected" appears
in the PDF file dealing with each FOR or SOR. (The number of instances of "reject" or
"disagree" appears in parentheses but the omission of the parentheses should not be taken as
indicating whether a search was made for those words.) Given that other forms of rejection
are also present (see point 5 above) the actual number of rejected comments could be
substantially higher than indicated in this table but it is simply not practical to examine each
response to more than 11,000 comments and make a subjective assessment of the extent of
rejection.

First Order Revision (FOR) Second Order Revision (SOR)

Chapter Total comments  Rejects Total Comments  Rejects
1 899 152 554 152
2 2732 242 1313 230
3 2231 221 (49) 1256 349
4 1137 63 516 108
5 1204 35 635 76
6 1789 229 1112 339
7 1751 102 974 113
8 963 143 (28) 794 123 (36)
9 1436 220 (7) 1157 638
10 1331 70 1331 309
11 1458 12 (87) 1647 131
SPM (*) - - 1455 312
TSR (*%*) - - 1333 330

(*) Only government representatives reviewed the final draft of the SPM and made 907 comments,
but the document was already finalised and the comments had no impact.
(**) Only the SOR of the Technical Summary Report (TSR) was reviewed

The progression from the FOR to the SOR saw no increase in the total number of reviewers'
comments for any chapter, but for 9 of the 11 chapters the number of rejected comments
increased and that ignores comments rejected using other wording. Admittedly there may be
valid and logical reasons for this which have nothing to do with dissatisfaction with the
progress of the document.

For the SOR of chapter 9, titled "Understanding and Attributing Climate Change", more than
55% of reviewers' comments were rejected, as were 30% of comments for the SOR of chapter



10.

1.

6 ("Paleoclimate", i.e. historical climate) and almost 28% comments for the SOR of chapter 3
("Observations: Surface and Atmospheric Climate Change"). For seven of the eleven chapters
the number of rejected comments exceeds 20% when the additional words were included for
chapter 8 (see table above). And don't forget that in each instance other words may have been
used to reject even more comments.

The Appendix to this document shows a table listing the number of comments by each
reviewer for each chapter. From that table the following were determined in relation to the
309 reviewers recorded.

125 reviewers made fewer than 10 comments,

260 reviewers made fewer than 50 comments

287 reviewers made fewer than 100 comments
so only 22 reviewers made more than 100 comments

143 reviewers commented on just 1 chapter

215 reviewers commented on fewer than 3 chapters

277 reviewers commented on fewer than 5 chapters
and  just 16 reviewers commented on more than 7 chapters

only 5 reviewers commented on all 11 chapters

In other words 84% of reviewers (260 of 309) made fewer than 50 comments for the entire 11
chapters (940 pages) and 70% of reviewers (215 of 309) commented only on 1 or 2 chapters.

The greatest number of reviewers for any chapter was 101 for chapter 2, "Changes in
Atmospheric Constituents and in Radiative Forcing", and the least was just 34 for chapter 4,
"Observations: Changes in Snow, Ice and Frozen Ground". The most important chapter was
number 9, "Understanding and Attributing Climate Change" but it received comments from
just 62 reviewers and only four chapters received fewer comments.

Were many of the reviewers so satisfied with the chapters that they made no effort to
comment, in other words should we take the absence of comments to indicate approval? What
are we to make of the fact that more than 20% of reviewers' comments for 7 of the 11 chapters
were rejected and often with no reason?

Chapter 9 dealt with the attribution of climate change and was key to the claim of a 90% to
95% probability that humans were responsible for warming and yet just 62 reviewers made
comments, more than half of which (33) made three comments or fewer for the 84-page
chapter.

We've been led to believe that the review was an extensive process undertaken by
diligent experts from virtually every country and that if those experts were not
unanimous then they were very close to it. It is very disappointing to discover that
despite the crucial nature of the report the reality is very different.
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APPENDIX

List of reviewers and numbers of comments for each chapter SOR (not the TSR or SPM). This data
was supplied by Bob Koss to "Climate Audit" (see http://www.climateaudit.org/?p=1790) and I

obtained it as file http://www.climateaudit.org/data/ipcc/ipcc_sod.commenters.csv. Government
representatives are noted for only 23 countries.

No. Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11  Total
1 European Commission 18 47 65
2 A. Brett Mullan 0 2 3
3 Adrian Simmons 15 4 1 1 1 1 24 1 163
4 Aixue Hu 0 3
5  Akio Kitoh 7
6 Akira Noda 14
7 Alan Robock 9
8 Alexander Trishchenko 1
9 Alicia M. Lavin 3

10 Anders Levermann
11 Andreas Sterl

12 Andrew Lacis

13 Andrey Ganopolski
14 Anthony Hirst

15 Atle Nesje

16 Bart Van den Hurk
17 Bette Otto-Bliesner
18 Bjorn Stevens

19 Blair Trewin

20 Brian Soden

21 Bruce Wielicki

22 C Neil Roberts

23 Carles Pelejero

24 Caroline Leck

25 Chiu-Ying LAM

26 Chris Folland

27 Chris Jones

28 Christian-D. Schoenwiese
29 Christof Appenzeller
30 Christoph Beck

31 Christopher Sabine
32 Chuck Hakkarinen
33 Claire Waelbroeck
34 Claudia Marcolli

35 Cliff Law

36 Connie Woodhouse
37 Constanta Emilia Boroneant
38 Constantin Mares
39 Corinne Le Quere
40 Daithi Stone

41 Dan Hughes

42 Daniel Caya

43 Daniel Murphy

44 Danny Harvey

45 Dave Rowell

46 David Parker

47 David Rind

48 David Sexton

49 David Wratt & David Fahey
50 Dennis Hartmann
51 Detlef Stammer

52 Dian Seidel

53 Donald L. Forbes
54 Drew Shindell

55 Dylan Millet

56 Eduardo Zorita

57 Eric Guilyardi

58 Eric Martin

59 Eric Steig
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