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I.  Introduction

Planned relocations are processes “whereby a 
community’s housing, assets, and public infrastructure 
are rebuilt in another location” (World Bank, 2010:77). 
This brief aims to highlight some of the benefits and the 
shortcomings of planned relocations in disaster contexts, 
in the attempt to provide some recommendations for 

future implementation. The recommendations are based 
on case studies from Italy where the practice of planned 
relocations dates back to the early 1900s.1 

1 Already in 1908, a royal decree identified several landslide- and 
flood-prone municipalities in Basilicata and Calabria that needed 
to be relocated, and provided for land allocation to relocated 
families in new areas.
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INTRODUCTION 

Migration has become one of the defining features of 
the early twenty-first century, even though the history 
of human mobility is in fact as long as the history of 
humanity. One of the necessary prerequisites for 
managing migration is to have adequate information 
about the migration processes, their magnitude and 
composition. Ideally, management of migration would 
also require some foresight into the trends and likely 
future developments, so that any actions that are 
undertaken are not simply reacting to the events of the 
past, but understanding trends and current dynamics 
of flows and anticipating the challenges of the future. 
This is one of the motivations behind the demand for 
migration forecasts.

Migration has been recently gaining prominence on the 
international policy arena, with the European Agenda 
on Migration initiated by the European Commission in 
May 2015, the New York Declaration for Refugees and 
Migrants adopted by the UN on 19 September 2016, 
and the inclusion of migration-related aspects in the 
Sustainable Development Goals.1 The Goals relate to 
different aspects of human mobility, but at least ten 
of them are linked to explicit measurable targets –  
including one, Target 10.7, related to improving 
migration measurement as such.2 In that regard,  
migration estimates and forecasts are needed in 
order to address the related challenges of sustainable 
development, ideally in a proactive manner. 

1 See http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/home-affairs/what-we-do/policies/ 
european-agenda-migration/index_en.htm, http://refugeesmigrants. 
un.org/declaration and www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
sustainable-development-goals, respectively.

2 See UN Department of Economic and Social Affairs Population 
Division (2015), Integrating migration into the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, Population Facts no. 2015/5. Available 
from www.un.org/en/development/desa/population/migration/
publications/populationfacts/docs/MigrationPopFacts20155.pdf

Another important justification for attempting to 
predict migration has to do with the role it plays 
in  overall population dynamics. The estimates and 
predictions of population size and structure are 
indispensable for many policy, planning and business 
decisions. Here, the contribution of migration, next to 
fertility and mortality, is too important to be ignored 
– no population forecasts can be considered reliable 
if they fail to incorporate human mobility. Still, despite 
their importance, migration predictions are notorious for 
bearing high errors, migration being the most complex 
and uncertain of the key demographic processes.3

The aim of this briefing is to summarize the current state 
of knowledge on migration forecasts and, most 
importantly, on their limits. The subsequent sections are 
devoted to a critical overview of the existing migration 
estimates and predictions, and of the potential means 
for expanding the limits of knowledge on the future 
of migration processes. The briefing concludes with 
a discussion of how to use the imperfect information 
offered by migration forecasts to aid decisions made 
under uncertainty.

UNCERTAIN MIGRATION ESTIMATES AND 
FORECASTS

Historically, modern attempts to estimate and predict 
migration and to use it in population forecasts date back 
to the turn of the 1960s and 1970s, to the pioneering 
work of Andrei Rogers at the intersection of human 
geography and demography.4 Since then, there have 

3 See for example, J. Bongaarts and R.A. Bulatao (eds.), Beyond Six 
Billion: Forecasting the World’s Population (National Research 
Council, National Academy Press, Washington, D.C., 2000).

4 A. Rogers, Matrix Analysis of Interregional Population Growth and 
Distribution (University of California Press, Berkeley, California, 
1968) and A. Rogers, Introduction to Multiregional Mathematical 
Demography (John Wiley, New York, 1975).
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No. 25 – International Dialogue on Migration 
Conference on Migrants and Cities 
122 pages
English
ISSN 1726-2224

On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the International Organization for Migration in November 2001, 
IOM’s governing Council launched a process of International Dialogue on Migration, with the goal of increasing 
understanding of migration and enhancing cooperation in its management. This series captures the results of the 
dialogue at each relevant Council session, while additional issues are produced to facilitate the Council dialogue.
Vol. 1 to Vol. 18 - USD 18

No. 1	 –	 82nd Session of the Council, 27–29 November 2001
		  2002 / 134 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 2	 –	 Compendium of Intergovernmental Organizations Active 

in the Field of Migration 2002
		  2002 / 209 pages 
		  Available in English 
No. 3	 –	 International Legal Norms and Migration: An Analysis
		  2002 / 56 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 4	 –	 84th Session of the Council, 2–4 December 2002
		  2003 / PDF only, 147 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 5	 –	 Significant International Statements: A Thematic 

Compilation
		  2003 / 161 pages, CD format only
		  (Out of stock) 
No. 6 	 –	 Health and Migration: Bridging the Gap
		  2005 / 134 pages
		  Available in English 
No. 7	 –	 Managing the Movement of People: What Can Be Learned 

for Mode 4 of the GATS? 
		  2005 / 142 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 8	 –	 Mainstreaming Migration Into Development Policy 

Agendas
		  2005 / 279 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 9	 – 	Migration and Human Resources for Health: From 

Awareness to Action
		  2006 / 142 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
No. 10	 –	 Expert Seminar: Migration and the Environment
		  2008 / 104 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 11	 –	 Migrants and the Host Society: Partnerships for Success
		  2008 / 112 pages 
		  Available in English, French, Spanish 
No. 12	 –	 Making Global Labour Mobility a Catalyst for 

Development
		  2010 / 60 pages
		  Available in English 
No. 13	 –	 Free Movement of Persons in Regional Integration 

Processes
		  2010 / 392 pages 
		  Available in English/French/Spanish

No. 14	 –	 Managing Return Migration
		  2010 / 272 pages 
		  Available in English/French/Spanish
No. 15	 –	 Enhancing The Role Of Return Migration In Fostering 

Development
		  2010 / 284 pages 
		  Available in English/French/Spanish 
No. 16	 –	 Human Rights and Migration: Working Together for Safe, 

Dignified and Secure Migration
		  2010 / 122 pages 
		  Available in English/French/Spanish  
No. 17	 –	 Migration and Social Change
 	 	 2011 / 371 pages 
		  Available in English/French/Spanish
No. 18	 –	 Climate Change, Environmental Degradation and 

Migration
 	 	 2012 / 89 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
No. 19	 –	 Economic Cycles, Demographic Change
		  and Migration
 	 	 2012 / 88 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
		  USD 14.00
No. 20	 –	 Moving to Safety: Migration Consequences of Complex 

Crises
 	 	 2012 / 52 pages
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
		  USD 12.00	
No. 21	 –	 Protecting Migrants during Times of Crisis: Immediate 

Responses and Sustainable Strategies
 	 	 2012 / 54 pages 
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
	 USD 12.00
No. 22	 –	 Diasporas and Development: Bridging Societies and States 
 	 	 2013 / 88 pages 
		  Available in English, French, Spanish, Arabic
	 USD 12.00
No. 23	 –	 South–South Migration: Partnering Strategically for 

Development
 	 	 2014 / 108 pages 
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
	 	 USD 12.00
No. 24	 –	 Migration and Families
 	 	 2015 / 102 pages 
		  Available in English, French, Spanish
	 USD 12.00
No. 25	 –	 Conference on Migrants and Cities
 	 	 2016 / 122 pages 
		  Available in English, French, Spanish

The full list of IOM publications is available on the website http://publications.iom.int/bookstore or e-mail us at pubsales@iom.int
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The International Migration Law (IML) Series seeks to promote the understanding and awareness of the legal 
norms and principles that govern the movement of persons today, with regard to both rights and obligations 
of migrants and States’ responsibilities. It provides in one source definitions for terms used in the migration 
domain, and offers thematic analysis of specific migration law issues. The IML Series is coordinated by IOM’s 
International Migration Law and Legal Affairs Department.

No. 1	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1813-2278-1
	 2004 / English
No. 2	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1814-6198-2
	 2005 / Russian 
No. 3	 Migrations et protection des droits de l’homme
	 ISSN 1815-9257-3
	 2005 / French
No. 4	 Migraciones y Protección de los Derechos Humanos 
	 ISSN 1816-1014-4
	 2005 / Spanish 
No. 5	 Biometrics and International Migration
	 ISSN 1813-2278-3
	 2005 / English
No. 6	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1814-6198
	 2006 / Arabic
No. 7	 Glosario sobre Migración
	 ISSN 1816-1014
	 2006 / Spanish
No. 8	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1996-0492
	 2006 / Slovenian 
No. 9	 Glossaire de la Migration
	 ISSN 1815-9257-9
	 2006 / French 
No. 10	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1995-7467
	 2007 / Albanian 
No. 11	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 15787
	 2007 Bosnian 
No. 12	 Migration and the Right to Health: A Review of European 

Community Law and Council of Europe Instruments
	 ISSN 1813-2278-12
	 2007 / English
No. 13	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1998-3085
	 2008 / Chinese 
No. 14	 Droit international de la migration – Recueil d’instruments 
	 ISSN 1815-9257
	 2008 / French	
No. 15	 Human Rights of Migrant Children 
	 ISSN 1813-2278
	 2008 / English
No. 16	 Laws for Legal Immigration in the 27 EU Member States
	 ISSN 1813-2278-16
	 2009 / English
No. 17	 Législations relatives à l’immigration légale dans les 27 Etats 

membres de l’UE
	 ISSN 1815-9257-17
	 2009  / French

No. 33 – Glossary on Migration
106 pages
Georgian
ISSN 1813-2278 

The full list of IOM publications is available on the website http://publications.iom.int/bookstore or e-mail us at pubsales@iom.int

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION LAW

No. 18	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2074-6709
	 2009 / Turkish 
No. 19	 Migration and the Right to Health: 
	 A Review of International Law
	 ISSN 1813-2278
	 2009 / English 
No. 20	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2075-2660
	 2010 / Greek 
No. 21	 Glossary on Migration
	 2010 / Italian
No. 22	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2075-2687
	 2010 / Portuguese 
No. 23	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2079-1135
	 2010 / Macedonian
No. 24	 Rights, Residence, Rehabilitation: A Comparative Study Assessing 

Residence Options for Trafficked Persons
	 ISSN 1813-227824
	 2010 / English
No. 25	 Glossary on Migration (2nd Edition)
	 ISSN 1813-227825
	 2011 / English
No. 26	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2224-722X
	 2011 / Korean 
No. 27	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2224-6460
	 2011 / Vietnamese 
No. 28	 Laws for Legal Immigration in the 27 EU Member States Volume 1
	 ISSN 2310-5771
	 2013 / Armenian
No. 29	 Laws for Legal Immigration in the 27 EU Member States Volume 2
	 ISSN 2310-5771
	 2013 / Armenian
No. 30	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2310-5771
	 2013 / Armenian
No. 31	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 2074-6709
	 2013 / Turkish
No. 32	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1814-6198
	 2013 / Arabic
No. 33	 Glossary on Migration
	 ISSN 1813-2278
	 2015 / Georgian
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