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The Question Hour



lntroduction

ln the South Asio Sub-Continenl, the firsi Legisloiive Council wos sel-

up under lhe Chorter Act of '1853, primorily for moking lows ond
regulolions. When ihe Legislolive Council disployed some degree of
independence by osking queslions ond discussing ihe propriety of lhe
meosures of lhe Executive Governmenl, ils funciions were curtoiled under
thelndionCouncilsActof 1861 o nd limiled io pu rely leg islotive moflers.

This led to o demond for reform of the Legislotive Council so os lo
ollow its members to elicii in{ormolion by meons of quesiions. The demond
wos conceded under ihe lndion Councils Acl of 'l 892. The rules, fromed
under this Aci, required o six doys' noiice, in wriiing, for osking the
quesiions. However, the Presidenl of the Council, could curtoil or exlend the
lime for onswering o q ueslion.

The Governor- Generol used lo preside over lhe deliberoiions of lhe
Legislotive Council till 'l 921, when the Council gove ploce to Legislotive
Assembly ond its deliberotions begon to be conducled by on officer known
os President. ln 1947 , the designotion oi the Assemblys presiding officer
wos chonged lo Speoker.

No discussion wos, however, permitted in respect of on onswer given
to o queslion. The rules fromed under ihe lndion Councils Act, 

,l909

extended lhe minimum period of no'tice from six to ten doys ond, for the {irst
time, provided for osking of supplementory quesiions for further elucidoiion
of the moiter. The rule olso loid down thot questions of excessive lengih or
those conloining orguments, inferences, ironicol expressions or defomolory
stolemenls, or referring to the conducl or chorocler of persons, except in

their officiol or public copocity, or questions osking for expression of on
opinion or the solulion of o hypoihelicol proposilion were not odmissible.

The proctice of siorred ond unslorred queslions wos introduced in
,l921. Till 1937, ihe rules did not loy down ony limii wilh regord lo the
number of questions, which o member moy osk on one doy. However,
omendmenls mode in lhe rules ihot yeor stipuloted ihol noi more'thon {ive
queslions odmifled in the nome of the some member would be colled {or
onswer on ony doy.



NationaI Assembly Rules

Rules 69 lo 86 deol wilh lhe osking of queslions by members ond
furnishing of replies lo those questions byihe Cobinet. The Federol Cobinel,
occording to Article 9l (a) is collectively responsible lo the Noiionol
Assembly. A member con osk questions for which, under rule 70, o fifteen
doys prior nolice hos lo be given in writing, under member's own signoture
wiih full nome, oddressed to the Secreiory. Notice hos to be delivered lo the
Nolice Office kept open Nome, oddressed to the Secretory. Nolice hos lo be
delivered 1o the Notice Office kepi open for lhis purpose on every working
doy or it con be senl by post. A seporoie noiice for eoch quesiion is onother
requiremenl u nder ru le 7l .

Question Hour

After reciioiion from the Holy Quron ond ioking ooth by members, if
ony, the first hour of every sifting is ovoiloble for osking ond onswering of
questions, os per rule 69. There is no queslion hour on Tuesdoy.

Quesiions ore of two kinds storred ques'tions ond unstorred
queslions. A question to which o writ'ten reply is reod oul by ihe Minisler is o
slorred queslion. An unslorred quesiion is ihe one lo which o written reply is

supplied bul noi reod oul. Eoch member moy osk iwo siorred ond two
unstorred questions for ony doy's sitling. A member who desires to osk o
storred question {or ony doy hos io d istinguish il wilh on oslerisk.

Supplementary Questions

A question oddressed io o Minisler musl relole to the public offoirs
with which he is officiolly connected or public concern wiihin the speciol
cognizonce of the Minisler ond should not be of undue lengih. The moin
purpose of queslions is to seek informolion ond olso lo drow ottenlion of the
governmenl lo public grievonces ond lo gei lhem redressed. After reply by
lhe Minisler, supplementory queslions ore ollowed io seek clorifico'tions ond
lhrow lighl on differeni ospecis of lhe quesiion ond its reply. Ordinorily, noi
more thon Mo supplemen'tory queslions con be osked in respect of ony
queslion under rule 84.

Kinds of Questions



Admissibi lity of questions

ln order lhoi o question moy be odmissible, it should nol relote lo o
motter which is not primorily lhe concern of ihe Government of Pokision, or
seek informoiion regording cobinel discussions or ony odvice given 1o the
Presidenl. Furlher, ii musl not contoin ony crilicism on the decisions of lhe
Assembly or the Senole or seek informolion on motters u nder considerolion
before o Committee of the Assembly or olreody discussed by meons of on
odiournmenl motion or otherwise during ihe some session. ll should not
crilicize or refer discourleously to o foreign counlry or moke references to
newspopers by nome or exceed 'l 50 words ond sotisfy o number of other
condiiions, including :

. ll should not conto in o ny refleciion on ihe conducl of lhe Presidenl or
o Judge of the Supreme/High Court or (ony refleclion) on o decision o{ o
courl of low or sloiuiory lribunol or osk obout motters pending before ony
sloiulory lribuno l/o ulhority.

. lt should noi bring in ony nome or slolemenl not striclly necessory lo
moke ihe quesiion inlelligible. lf it contoins o slotemenl, ihe member sholl
moke himself responsible for the occurocy of lhe stolement.
. ll should nol refer lo ihe chorocter or conducl o{ ony person, excepl in his
officiol or public copoc;ty. Further, il should nol moke or imply o chorge of o
personol chorocler.

. h should nol contoin orgumenls, inferences, ironicol expressions,
impulotions, epilhetsor defo moiory slolements.

. lt should noi be triviol, vexolious, vogue or meoningless or seek
in{ormolion conloined in documenls occessible io public or in ordinory
works of reference.

Short Notice Questions

With the consenl of the Speoker ond the Minisler concerned, o
member moy osk o question reloting lo o motler of public importonce wilh
shorter notice thon the normol noiice of fifteen cleor doys. The ofiiciol
designolion of the Minister to whom o Short Noiice Question is oddressed,
olongwilh the reosons for osking the question with shorler notice, should be



sloted iherein. Where no reosons hove been ossigned in the nolice of
question, lhe question is returned io lhe member.

On receipl of such noiice, on enquiry is mode from lhe Minister
concerned whelher he is in o posilion lo onswer the question ol shorter
nolice ond, if so, ot which dote. ln cose lhe Minisler is noi in o posilion to
onswer lhe question ol o short nolice ond the Speoker is of lhe opinion ihol
ihe queslion is o{ sufficienl public importonce to be orolly onswered in the
House, he moy direct lhoi lhe queslion be ploced os ihe firsl queslion on lhe
list of questions for lhe doy on which il would be due {or onswer under rule
6l . ln such o cose nol more lhon one such question is occorded firsi priority
on lhe list of questions for ony doy.

Questions relating to Assembly Secretariat

Queslions reloiing to lhe Secretoriol of the Assembly moy be osked of
Speoker by meons of o privole communicolion ond nol otherwise.
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