
•Provide safe, well-connected mobility options for all users
•Maintain & improve streets, trails & other infrastructure
•Limit sprawl
•Increase infrastructure for bicycles, pedestrians & non-single-

occupancy vehicle modes of transportation
•Reduce dependence on single-occupancy vehicles

Mobility & Connectivity Options

•Maintain & enhance publicly owned assets
•Foster arts, culture & lifelong learning
•Provide recreation & enrichment opportunities for all ages & abilities
•Ensure convenient access to & availability of parks & trails citywide

Access to Quality of Life Amenities

•Deliver efficient, effective & accountable municipal services
•Use transparent processes & involve stakeholders in decisions
•Provide access to accurate information
•Recruit, retain & support quality employees

Quality, Responsive City Services

•Provide access to problem-solving resources
•Support safe, affordable housing
•Increase living wage employment
•Support services for lower-income residents
•Cultivate respect & appreciation for diversity

Equity & Social Justice

•Protect & improve drinking water sources
•Limit development in Lake Whatcom watershed
•Use efficient, ecological treatment techniques
•Maintain reliable distribution system
•Promote water conservation

Clean, Safe Drinking Water

•Protect & improve the health of lakes, streams & bay
•Protect & restore ecological functions & habitat
•Reduce contributions to climate change
•Conserve natural & consumable resources 

Healthy Environment

•Support a thriving local economy across all sectors
•Promote inter-dependence of environmental, economic & social 

interests
•Create conditions that encourage public & private investment 
•Foster vibrant downtown & other commercial centers
•Preserve farmland & the agricultural economy

Vibrant Sustainable Economy

•Support sense of place in neighborhoods
•Encourage development within existing infrastructure
•Preserve historic & cultural resources 
•Protect natural green settings & access to open space
•Support people-to-people connections

Sense of Place

•Prevent and respond to emergencies
•Prevent and respond to crime
•Ensure safe infrastructure 
•Increase community readiness and resilience

Safe & Prepared Community
Legacies and Strategic Commitments 
 
Adopted by Bellingham City Council 
July 13, 2009 

 “We are working today so future generations will benefit from…” 
 

  


