BENDIX- how the workers

A GROUP OF WORKERS

& After the Xmas holiday the factory grew tense. Thorn's

said the run down would begin on Januwary 3rd, a_Mq{lday.

Everybody felt thinge were coming to a head. Sit=ins
being discussed. '

“J;Ielzie wasga, false start on the 4th, Tuesday, when the

stewards issued a half hour ultimatum o the bosses. But

it was soon extended for 24 hours, It was obvious

Thorn's didn't really take our threats seriously. They

weren't teking any precautions against a sit-in.

Over the last few weeks some of us had got together

because we felt someting had to be done sbout the close

down, There were sbout I8 of us. Our idea was to stage

a demonstration that would prove to management that we were

dead serious, the stewards were not alonme in the struggle.

On Wednesday the ultimatum ran out and the stewards

were meeting the management in the boardroom, We were

only certain sbout five minutes before it happened thet

we wanted a demo. And we had to keep quiet because of

security.
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SAY HOW |T HAPPENED

took over

*A_nd there's another thing sbout sit-ins. BHe (pointing to

a worker across the 'table) works 9 feet away from me but
this is the first time I ever talked to him, This has
brought us all closer together and everybody's talking
about things, In a way, we're not so inhibited nowl
These sit-ins should be the start of our industrial rev-
olution, The workers should be left to run the factories
providing they do it efficiently., We can't leave it to
anybody else anymore, There's no choice between the
governments,
The problem here is that we're not all involved in what's
going on, Twenty stewards are doing nearly everything,
I'm just a glorified telephone arranging pickets, so that
a few people can go to meetings to make decisions I'11
follow, There weren't enough stewards - one department
has 2 for 240 men, It's a big problem we re going to
ﬁave to sort out together if we're going to stick toget-
ers

Now (T'S DIFF

Se when we started the march to administration, it wasn't
really spontaneous for us. About I50 workers filed up
the stairs shouting "Industrial Assassin®, but as we got
pearer to the boardroom it turned into a softer chant of
"Out, out outl®.

This was ite We'd forced the issue, and shown how milit-
ant we were, but outside the boardroom door we suddenly
felt childish, Nobody wanted to go in. It was like a
barrier at the door that we hadn't the nerve to cross,
after we'd spent months and years taking orders from the
managers.

Outside there was this terrible feeling of frustration
because nobody would walk in, Suddenly, Tom, probably
knowing ther was no choice, stepped in and the rest
followed, Once you're in, there's no problem - they 're
only men,

Within a few mimutes the boardroom was packed tight with
over 50 of us. The atmosphere was so tense that one wrong
word would have turned it into a barmey.

Then Jack Spriggs, the convenor, got up, and told the
menagement they had I5 minutes to make up their minds or
we would have to ask them to leave the premises, If they
were scared — and they must have been, seeing the looks
on our faces - they didn't show ite Of course they left.
You see, there comes a point when demos have to stop and
action to begin. We'd no idea until it happened that
there would be an occupation that morning. It Just
happened spontaneously, it came out of the situationyand
guddenly everybody knew what we had to do without anyone
saying, "Right lads, we're going to have a sit=in!"
During the 9 week strike, only about 50 of us were in-
volved, it was difficult to find pickets and some workers
were out there I4 hours a day., I also think we're doing
Thorn's more damage this way. Of course a sit-in would be
useless if Thorn's were skint, but we don't believe they
are, They've got orders for £Im. worth of radiators for
the next few years.

I think this has shown the utter folly of strikes.
Women we couldn't get out with us on the 9 week strike are
now as involved as anyone else in the occupation.

STATEMENT FROM THE WORKPEOPLE

We are in occupation of the Fisher Bendix Plant, and the workpeople are resolute in their determin-
ation and solidarity to defeat the attempts of the Thorn Empire to sack 1,000 workers and close
the factory. When we took strike action at the end of June 1971, against the company’s intention
to sack 500 workers in July and October and to sack the rest and close the factory at the end of
1971, the company was forced to withdraw all the redundaney notices-and to come to terms.

NOW THEY ARE TRYING AGAIN’ Then we resisted and won. Now we intend to do the same.

Fisher Bendix workers’ action has been endorsed by the Thorn Combine Shop Stewards Committee,
AUEW, T&GWU, ail the Merseyside Labour and Trade Union movement and the London and Home
Counties Federation of Trades Councils — it is being recognised more and more that militant action
against sackings and closures must be supported — itisa fight that can’t be shirked — there are “NO
JOBS” - we call on all Confederations and Federations of Trade Unions, all Trade Unions, Trade
Unionists, workpeople and housewives not to handle or buy any Thorn Industries products (Sir
Jules Thorn has waxed fat, as has been said by a national newspaper, on judicious buying out and
selling off competitors) and in doing so, put thousands on the dole. A list of Thorn companies

and products is overleaf.

In the political field, the Merseyside Labour MPs have tabled a motion for answer by (lame duck)
John Davies in the House of Commons calling for an enquiry into the affairs of this company, esp-
ecially when they have been in receipt of generous donations of taxpayers’ money from the

Exch , the they have ived is being asked for, the motion also calls for the shelving
of the redundancies and the closure, We support this.

The Tory ministers have shown no concern about the Fisher Bendix closure or the loss of 1,000
jobs, or the high unemployment in the area ( we have written proof of this) — these hard faced men
are not fit to govern — they are taking away a man's right to live a decent life with his family in
human dignity — WE'HAVE HAD ENOUGH — we are challenging a boss and his government who
deny us the RIGHT TO WORK, this challenge is now being taken up by the entire Labour and
Trade Union — Fisher Bendix workers will win, we are in control — redundancies have
been declared, but we are refusing to accept the sack, and this we will continue to do — WE HAVE
OCCUPIED THE FACTORY AND HERE WE STAY — WE ARE DEMANDING THE RIGHT

TO WORK

We need cash to sustain our struggle — URGENTLY !
Your solidarity can make victory certain.

Jack Spriggs (AUEW)

Dick Jenkins (TRGWU)
Archie Breden (EEPTU)

Jim Jenkins (ASTMS)

Brian Shephard (AUEW-TSS}
Charlie Lyons (CAWU!

Send donations to:

Tom Staples {Treasurer)
42, Kennelwood Avenue,
Northwood, Kirkby,
Liverpool L33 6UF
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