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Organise! is the magazine of
the Anarchist Federation (AF).
It is published in order to
develop anarchist communist
ideas. It aims to provide a
clear anarchist viewpoint on
contemporary issues and to
initiate debate on ideas not
normally covered in agitational
papers.

We aim to produce Organise!
twice a year. To meet this
target, we positively solicit
contributions from our readers.
We aim to print any article

that furthers the objectives of
anarchist communism. If you’d
like to write something for us,
but are unsure whether to do
S0, why not get in touch first?
Even articles that are 100% in
agreement with our aims and
principles can leave much open
to debate.

As also the articles in this issue
do not necessarily represent the
collective viewpoint of the AF.
We hope that their publication
will produce responces from
our readers and spur debate on.
The deadline for the next

issue of Organise! will be 7th
September 2007. Please send
all contributions to the address
on the right. It would help if all
articles could be either typed
or on disc (PC or Mac format).
Alternatively, articles can be
emailed to the editors directly
at organise@afed.org.uk

What goes in
Organise!

Organise! hopes to open up
debate in many areas of life.
As we have stated before,
unless signed by the Anarchist
Federation as a whole or by

a local AF group, articles in
Organise! reflect the views of
the person who has written the
article and nobody else.

If the contents of one of the
articles in this issue provokes
thought, makes you angry,
compels a response then let

us know. Revolutionary ideas
develop from debate, they do
not merely drop out of the air!
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eastkent@afed.org.uk
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International of Anarchist
Federations, contact for the
AF London, BM ANARFED,
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iaf@afed.org.uk

Ireland/Eire

AF Ireland are a part of

the Organise! anarchist
organisation: Organise!, PO
Box 505, Belfast, BT12 6BQ
organiseireland@yahoo.ie
www.organiseireland.org

London (and all other areas)
AF London, BM ANARFED,
London, WCIN 3XX
info@afed.org.uk

Leicester
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Books, 73 Humberstone Gate,
Leicester, LE1 1WB
klasbatalo@aol.com
www.geocities.com/leicester_af

Nottingham
AF Nottingham, c/o The Sumac

Centre, 245 Gladstone Street,
Nottingham, NG7 6HX
nottingham@afed.org.uk

Manchester

AF Manchester, c/o 96 Bold
Street, Liverpool, L1
manchester@af-north.org

Organise! editors
Organise, BM ANARFED,
London, WCIN 3XX
organise @afed.org.uk

Reading

Members within Reading
Grassroots Action (RGA)
RGA, c/o Risc, 35-39 London
Street, Reading, RG1 4NS
rgacollective@hotmail.co.uk

Resistance editors
Resistance, BM ANARFED,
London, WCIN 3XX
resistance@afed.org.uk
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info@afed.org.uk
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AF Surrey, PO Box 375,
Knaphill, Woking, Surrey,
GU21 2XL

West Yorkshire
westyorks_af@yahoo.co.uk

Tyneside

AF Tyneside, PO Box ITA,
Newcastle-Upon-Tyne, NE99
1TA newcastle@af-north.org

Wales/Cymru

c/o BM ANARFED, London,
WCIN 3XX
wales@afed.cjb.net

West Midlands
wolvesaf@hotmail.com

The Anarchist Federation is a
member of the International of
Anarchist Federations
www.iaf-ifa.org

Many AF groups continue to
produce their own free
bulletins and a few new ones
have sprung up in the

last year or so. These include
the Nottingham Sparrow,
Hereford AF’s Black Apple
Press and Sheffield AF’s
Fargate Speaker. You can find
these online via
www.afed.org.uk ‘Groups and
Contacts’ or just write

the group.
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editorial

Crrpanise! has always recogni=ed the

im portamce of having a sense of history. In
Britmn, whether it's o look back aver i
century to the orgin of the anarchist
communist movement or bo the radicalism
of the 19605 and T, we have oimed to
recound the best of class strogele amd
solsdarity. For the historical articles of the
current issue we exanming the lesser-known
anarchist leanimgs of Algenan-French
author and phalosopher Albert Camus, and
the amarchist vision of Mexican revolution-
any Ricards Flores Magon. We also present
a reveduticnary porirail of a German
“working class hero', Georg Elser “The
mun wha tried o kill Hitler™, and ook o
the political situation in Armenia swhich has
turned oa o be an especially dangerous
place for our anarchist comrades 1o wogk in.
We seem to live ima present where it might
B easy 1o despair and give wp. We hive a
governmient that lies openly and doesn't
seem foocare what the active minsnty of
radical people say or do. And not always
such & mimority! Millions swere against the
bombing and eecupation of lrag, but 4
years iter our armed forces are still there.
There is already a vast number of surveil-
lamce cameras in Brtain and other weapons
of comtrol are on the increéase. ln the
developing workd, rapid industrial sation 15
causing misery for many, especially in the
il Communist and Maoist regimes tha
have swiftly tumed to individoal and state-
sponsored grubhing of land and nisources to
fscl the demands of global trade,

Still there is some room for optimism. In
Europe especinlly, building and the defence
af “Inee space” is becoming an important
form of struggle against overpowening siate
control and “social cleansing” of our cities,

e
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Within these spaces we also find creativily
that is in direct opposition 1o the hanality of
consumer capitahism. In the workploce, the
petential for wildcat industran] action is
recognissd &5 an important way to break the
dendlock of trsditionn] trade unionism tha
abwiys seems 1o st fle meaningful clnss
strugirle, And there i= good evidence of
rural revalt (nof the Countrysule Allmnce
type) in China,

To foster 2 more optimistic vision, this issue
of Crrpanise! looks at *Signs of life” within
this seemingly wenkened mdicalism. We
also present what the AF itsell has baen
deving over the Last year or so 1o hopefully
contribute 1o a strengthening of radical
ideas and class struggle on the ground. At

the same time we neject the false establish-
menit optimism ol the bogus slave trade
“Ahanalition 206F events and the comimg
togtether of our homegrown “warlords' inlo
he new Morthern Treslamd parlsmeni.

The AF's membership conlinues (o grow,
Wi welcome new members whe apree with
our amms and prnciples, as well 55 new
subscnbers fo Chrgamnise! This issue mncludes
three comtribations from non-menmbers,
Please contact us i you have an idea for an
article. I you want o comment ¢ on
article, or if there is something vou'd like
our gpinion on, plesss don't hesitate to
wrile 1o the Letters page or contact us by
email.

Ararchist Federation, April 207

{ Tick as appropriate )

institutinns}.
| enchose £4 1o pay for a prisoner’s subseription.

2 1 enclose £4 Tor a twio issue sub or EX for o iwo-issue supporting sub (add 25% for overseas or

2 1 enclose £8 for o joint subscription to Organise! ond Besistanee,



what we did with 2006

what we
did

with 2006

We attempt to recall the numerous activities
of AF members over the previous year ...

or the libertarian movement 2006
Fsta.rted in late 2005, in Hackney,

East London. When the notoriously
corrupt council decided to sell its shops on
Broadway market to millionaire property
shark Roger Wratten, they didn’t bother to
check with the current tenants first. Despite
having the right to buy his own café off
the council, Tony Platia’s application was
(illegally) rejected in favour of the big
money, despite the fact he was even offering
more money. In July he was evicted from
the café he had run for 30 years. At this
point the local community took matters into
their own hands, and occupied the space
— were evicted on the 21st of December
— then reoccupied it for a further 2 months!
AFers are proud to have helped slept over
on eviction watch, help clean and rebuild
and generally support the campaign:
http://34broadwaymarket.omweb.org
At this point France exploded. Mass
demonstrations against a proposed youth
employment contract (the CPE) turned into
school and university strikes, until almost
all universities in France were out. Direct
action was taken daily — motorways and
railways were blocked — and riots became
the norm. After a general strike on the 28th

March — the same day a million workers in
the UK struck to defend their pensions - the
French government caved in a retracted the
law. AFers went over for the 28th to soak up
some gallic flavour and generally drool over
French militancy: http://libcom.org/blog/
cpe-france

Throughout the year, AF members were
involved in many other international
activities, especially as the current
Secretariat of the International of Anarchist
Federations which brings together like-
minded organisations across national
borders. Around the IAF Day of Action on
March 18th, 600 AF/IAF posters against
the War abroad and at home mysteriously
appeared all over London and Manchester,
and London AF organised public meetings
around the day. AF general conference
immediately followed, held in central
London, with our industrial policy being a
major topic of discussion. After supporting
Gate Gourmet airline catering workers at
the end of 2005, AFers took action over
pensions in March as mentioned earlier,
held solidarity pickets outside coffee houses
for the sacked Starbucks IWW members

in USA, and participated in a picket of JJB
Sports. We have supported the development

of the IWW union (there’s a lot of dual-
membership in both England and Scotland)
and the launch of a libertarian education
workers network.

For Mayday, some AFers helped organise
the Anarchism06 conference at The Square
social centre which was a moderate success,
and the anarchist block on the TUC march
in London drew 300-500 people — a
reaffirmation of the anarchist movement’s
place in workers struggles.

In mid-June we helped with the Projectile
Anarchist Film Festival in Newcastle and
also held a talk about Nestor Makhno.
Projectile was a really positive event which
will hopefully continue for many years. The
2007 one will be held on Friday 18th until
Sun 20th May: http://www.projectile.org.
uk. On June 25th some of us helped resist
the eviction of the previously mentioned
Square Centre in London. The ‘Festival

of Resistance’ was to be the centre’s final
event, the occupants deciding to leave on a
high note.

In July London AF group held a joint
action with Reading Grassroots Action in
support of Russian comrades arrested at
the G8 in St Petersburg. The Russo-British
Chamber of Commerce was occupied for 3



what we did with 2006

hours. Everyone was arrested then released
without charge — apart from one attempted
fit-up for assault.

Rossport Solidarity Camp in the West of
Ireland remained a focus of activity, with
some UK members joining Irish comrades
at the camp itself during the summer,
organising UK speaking dates for the
campaign throughout the year, and taking
part in several anti-Shell solidarity actions:
http://struggle.ws/rsc & http://www.
indymedia.org.uk/en/actions/2006/mayo/
Some AFers went to the Earth First!
summer gathering on the Welsh coast.
August also saw the first ‘Climate Camp’
action in front of Drax power station as
part of a week of environmental activity in
Yorkshire. The event drew a huge amount
of media attention despite moderate turnout
(600 on final day) and seems to have
awakened a new appetite for eco-action

in the UK. AFers who took part say it was
good, and will support next camp this
summer as well as regional action groups
that have now been set up. On the 25th we
produced a special edition and print-run of
Resistance handed out at Leeds Festival,
where some members were on Workers
Beer Company duties.

In September we hosted the Anarchists
Against The Wall speaking tour in London
and Sheffield. As an anarchist direct action
group in Palestine and Israel, AATW are a
seriously interesting outfit. The talks went
down very well with Sheffield raising £300
in donations. For more info on the group
see: http://www.awalls.org. September
also saw a joint anarchist block with the
Solidarity Federation and other anarchists
on the Stop The War march coinciding with
the Labour Party conference in Manchester.
A joint leaflet was also produced. This
hopefully paves the way for more joint
work in future — and why not? Other
demos we attended in 2006 included an
anti-Academy School demo, and outside
the Mexican embassy against repression in
Oaxaca.

Against their better judgment some AFers
went to see if the cops really meant their
ban on protests in Parliament Square at

the ‘sackparliament’ event on October 9th.
They really meant it. 30 people got nicked
by 800 cops and one journalist was put in a
coma by a police baton charge.

As usual we hosted several meetings at the
Anarchist Bookfair in London that took
place on October 21th, and participated

in those organised by others. Then on

November 25th Nottingham Defy-ID hosted

the second national Defy-ID gathering

on how to fight ID cards and databases,
which was well attended. AF members are
involved in several of the local groups in
this small but active network.

Rounding the year off nicely, London

AF held its first club night ‘Just Defy’ on
December 15th. Originally intended to be

a benefit for the comrade arrested on our
G8 action, the police scuppered this plan
by not submitting any evidence and getting
the assault charge thrown out of court. £100
was donated to Anarchists Against The Wall
and the rest was made available to those
arrested at Sackparliament.

Our Resistance newssheet has come out like
clockwork every month, and 2 editions of
Organise! were published — one celebrating
the 70th anniversary of the Spanish
Revolution and the other celebrating

the AF’s own 20 year anniversary, the
Hungarian Revolution’s 50th and the
General Strike’s 80th. In spring the second
edition of ‘Defending Anonymity’ was
published, our free guide to the hows and
whys of fighting ID cards and databases,
plus the historical pamphlet ‘Resistance

to Nazism’ which recounts the activities

of libertarian groups in Europe during the
1930s. West Midlands AF and the Anarchist
Black Cross jointly produced a new
prisoner support guidebook, also listing
current anarchist prisoners. Various local
newssheets were produced and distributed.
The AF website was maintained, which
provides all of our publications online for

free, and a ‘MySpace’ networking space
was set up that now links up over 1000
‘friends’ across the world, together with
an excitingly irregular blog. We contribute
to various internet forums, newswires and
online libraries especially through libcom.
org but also on Anarkismo, A-infos, and
Indymedia. Huge numbers of posters and
stickers were produced in 2006, especially
in Manchester and London. And we did

an interview for Freedom newspaper...
whilst dodging various requests from the
mainstream media (they couldn’t meet our
appearance fee).

Like most grassroots activity, everything
the AF does is done voluntarily - we have
no paid workers, or paper-selling targets,
unlike political parties. Funds come from
members as annual ‘subs’ and by members
committing effort and time, dipping into
their own pockets, and sharing all this with
others! Activism isn’t everything. But being
involved in activity and at the same time
working in an anarchist organisation like
the AF means we can form the ‘politics’ of
what we do, say, and write from real world
practice. Getting stuck into a campaign and
being involved in struggles that concern us
in our own workplaces and communities
informs our understanding of the different
issues and the ideas of the other people
involved. We get to share our skills and
tactics with others and learn new ones,
hopefully win those struggles, and maybe
even meet some future AF members.




psychology of uniforms

the psychology behind

by Joanne Roberts

The presence of uniforms in modern society is unavoidable
and, for a number of vague and dubious reasons, people are
indoctrinated into this regimented practice from infancy.

The first direct encounter a person will have
with uniforms is when they first attend
school. Most primary and secondary
schools i Brtuin adopt a strict unifonm
poelicy. The less strict still encourage
children te wear unifooms. Farents and
pupils alike are told that school unifornms
help ovoid inequality, in the sense that all
children will be dressed identically and
thus, bullying will be climinated. In theory,
this sounds like a very admirable, moble
reason for having school uniforms, but if
one cxamines the reality of the situation it
bocomes nothing mone than a natve, grossly
miksguided notion.

Firstly, the idea of having school unifiosrms
in place & an antidote to bullying is
unrealistic. School umfiorms do sar elimi-
nate bullyving. At best, they help soften one
form of bullyving. By dressing all school
children the same, it becomes more difficult
io tell wheiher a child comes from an poor
backgnoumd of not, bul md bnpossible.
Bullying stll exists in other forms, be i
racial discrimination of verbal bullying
heought about by a ehild looking “different’
i their peers, e overweight, iall or any
other distinguishing physical charncteristic.
The second faw in having school uniforms
in place as an antidote to bullying is that it
miasks the greater mswe, which is that
poverty exisls in the first place. To drape an
oo child in a schsol wiiform will ol
change the fact that the child is poor. It only
masks the poverty, which is a grossly
offensive act, derisory and cowardly, The
staie of alfairs which every member of
society should be siriving for s complete
equality, Le, every child coming from a
comforiable backgrounsd. [T this were the
Cisc, 'Il'lq:n i Tormis 'wnllld Hu: cnnlplcl:-l:]:.'
superfluous, To ignore poverty by simply
dmn't'rlu: ENETY child im o standard e form
Himpl:,-' do=t not achieve nn:,.'ﬂ'lirqr_ i 1:|1|I1_,:
makes it easier for the privileged people 1o
ignore or forget that poverty exisis. The
third amd moest abypees Mow of wchool
uniforms is that they undermine individhal-
ity. From infancy, children are being
encouraged, 11 not forced 1o all dress the
same, It has absolstely no bearing on theer

academic ability or their ability o discem
between right and wrong, but schaool

ki form doses have o beaning on o person’s
ability to find their true individuality, their
irwe identity. In a sense, il is o mass
ingloctrination, The school environment
becomes an allegory for life in the real
wiorld, and the message 15 clear: everyone
must look the same. Can we be surprised
them, when the trock-suited teenager thinks
it's acceptoble to break the nose of the
tecnager who dresses from head to foe in
black?

As il it wasn™t bad emough that school

i fiorrns stunt the individuality and
frecdom of children, the sdult population
100 continue the wse of wniforms, to o
bizame extent. They have become so
commaonplace in day-to-day life that people
now find their presence unremarkahble,
Banks, offices, supermarkets, sporis
cenines, restauranis, fost-foosd outlets,
clothing shops aivd hodels are only sorme of
the places i which uniforms afe on show,
These unifomms are remarkable i their
ugliness. They are of course, designed that
way, for a aumber of reasons. Cne cannot
help bt suspect that one of the reasons is
that the powers thal be wam to demean and
humiliate the working-class. I is another
subdle way for the riling class to assert their
power over the working-class: dress them
up in clownish clothing and speak to them
as il they don’t have the brains they wene
bem with, Every single one of the jobs
listed above is a working-class job and the
ong distinguishing feature of uniforms wom
in working-class jobs is that they are all
hideous, What confuses me is that people
LT Fli.hl:,- iu;hrnl lhl:lmu;h (=] 1.'|.jl|.'| .I'I..".'Hll.lllt:
Irdiese s, |1:|.1-|_E¢ fromi hl:rhl;'r. S I'l:| 1 |:|1ﬂ-|.l
mn Tilj'h'ﬂl.‘l bll;irIE |1q||.-|.l LTt cnl::,.'-lwu PeneE &
-l:h!.'. Or skints 2o unatiractive ol severe
they belong in the Vietorian era, Or cheap,
garshly patterned Mouses which look as
thonigh someons his vamited on them, How
can peaple so willingly strp themselves of
all dignity and sell-respect?

But the main reason for uniforms in jobs is
1o extend the mdoctnination begun at infant
level, Every umiform sereams “conform™, In

uniforms

a truly equal sociely, o bank mansger would
b wearing the same uniform as a ruinee
bank clerk, This is not the case. Instead, the
manager gets (o wear a suit of his or her
chotee, Why? Because they hove more
mongy. Money = Prvilege = Power, [aoes
anyone really care what their bank cashier
is wearing? Can anyone seriously tell me
that they think it affects an individual™s
ability to do their job? For that maotter, does
anvone really care deeply whether the
person serving them in o supermarket is
weanng their cheaply-made skirt and
atrocious blowse, complete with name tag?
Mo, It°s just that people have become so
accustomed (o seeing such sights that they
wiuld now be deeply shocked if they
didn’t. T even ask people o wear name
tags is deeply offensive in itself, It reduces
a person o little maore than an item, a
product om a shelf, preciscly labelied.

Aond et us nod Forget the shameful, sad,
degrading, advertising campaigns which
certain banks now bribe some unfucky stafl
members into taking part in: Embarmassing
adverts in which bank staff parade around
like performing scals, with their unifiprms
brazenly on show, name-tags in place,
singing some consumer-friendly, Fi-lite
g song. but changing the words o suit
the world of banking. Scarcely has a more
pathetic sight ever been seen. 15 this weren't
had enough, the same can be seen in the
vaney of lilerure, ccouraging an
inclividual 1o get up o eeir eves o deb,
which the banks will happily provide
anyone with, Nothing can excuse the fac
that millons of people, children and adulis,
up and down the couniry ane being stripped
of dignity, sell-respect and individuality, by
being forced imto weanng cheaply -made,
deliberately unattractive uniforms which are
neither necessary nor desirable, [t is vet
another sad indictment of modern society
that such peity, trivial iorments are still
being imposed upon the working-class,
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community of compliance

§ frexed secweredd o meetime with the General,
el off “Rioters fne. ', inan iftempr to find
et expliamation for thie comformity in ey
wefehbamhood of fegal in Presseon, A
shexchoowy fimere, with i move swbstiance
ey tive ey of simoke from o gun
perwailer ke, fed me by the nose, ieasing my
wrensirily sweipherennsiy, after cdefime several
ek alneiing resiclenis, fxfing frovwr
Fredind foce cnrraims witly hond o gloavay
eve fke strange ffve fimgered spiiders in
withes,

Wi wee the brove feave thaeir fownes wirk ole
cans for fecesd i ol ey svn; Fa mreli
crennched i their doorways e dropped foe
crenms, fpped pe o foo serfimized by
prigrs, pomidas aaed oifier wild life:s “Chaick
alirnapr alfoan

vae J0000 W g it e cenrerd wihere @ rrind suh
Berkrs jaaifify. Ax the sub bobbed o duck
Berbrbviecd o elfor Bk, Ax § warehed, oy
aborcrr fiftedd . The wind Bew amd ab
avenmaren e clowndls swepd eff the sue with a
whoosh, feavimg i staric ke o big disco
fight. My plwre vilweaded i oory pocked o a
Prodigy tiwne. The shocked aheck denced ins
yetlow feer on sinbeanr sqrares; my phone
wias Hokfime ny hears, lheld it gladly:
“Helfa? " | spoke fnfo the phore, ™ Ceome
in®, the phone crackled, Witk o second
wlorrce at the dwek, Ferawled diower e
prontad Freaadd firae, Kicking mry feet fekima me.
Thee Gemeral was an impressive sight,

Trvid ity expressions swed aoress D
vedd fiece. You coav see all past historical
Fenttlies o e revmemibers, Iris frowna
reereing horse, that twitch of the enesstocke
a oloncdli bug. | shine a torch trongh the
Fredie in o Bk of s oo oo his ears
mwird fike the wheels of his focial profector.
His face lights np ke a Nazi lampahade
el the bartles roke place, movie fike,
arranging themsehves i the red finshes of

. N

Trix firee, Hix face in ovive, beween gshes
of wioler breanh be spoke. “Yon will relare
e folfewing focts for e, Hix fice
prewidhed the piciorial-evidence .. ..

vee Vheere 18 @t three-pronged axis of evil at
work imomy neighbourhood. The forces of
capakadism, the stive @d spics, Stepiond
mien el women amd would be mocho
heroes of the pen. In summary this is whe
they are and how they work. They are the
housing association* Gateway *, *Ingol
Commumity Association’ (o residents
aguinst crime groupl, and a police nitiative
called PACT, which stands for “Police And
Community Together®, PACT lisises
between Gateway and I1CA who publish
PACT gonmumuicatsons and propagamia,
whilst PACT keep o heavy police presence
o the estate, for behaviour control not
erimee prevention, Although much of the
housing is mol Gateway, they fund the 1CA
and it acts as a listening post for Gateway
whilst at the same time benefiting from
pressure by them 10 evict undesirables,

But 1o go back a bit. Before | moved o
Ingzol 1 lived om o Teral estate in Preston
cilled Avenham, where you could say 1 hixl
a job helping the community, selling very
bad gross {onad 1 don™t mean astro-turfp. 5o |
knesy a1 1ol of people m the area, over

[0k, Yo could mot imagine o more amoral,
sexually liberated, work shy ond disrespect-
ful to seciety bunch of people. S0 when |
found myself in Ingol it was a shock 1o sce
thas culture downtrodden and victimised. It
would be o mistake 1o assume thot because
someons 15 disorderly and disrespectful
they are going 1o be reveluionary. In fac
the sellish hedonism that makes them
appear o, really seems o contradict te
broad consciousness necessary o be
revelutionary, But even as such it has beiter
prospects aned eaves a betier taste than
thiose catholicised by work, trying 1o force
blanket conformity on the estote,

Max Stirmer, o Germaon madividualise
anarchist of the nineteenth century, had as
one of his themes, that people in society, or
their egos, were prisoners nod just of the
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community of compliance

state but of the custom of sockety, and were
therefore prisoners of themselves as well,
and of the restrictions they placed on
themselves: “Exertions to " form” all men
into moral, rational, pious, human
“bcimgs. . ..are wrecked agamst the imdemi-
txhle quality of 1, against own nature,
against egoism.” Max Stimer would have
liked the people of Avenham: and the
minoraty of Ingal. Those in Avenham wene
even somelimes faithlul to Strmerite
economic pringipals, that is, theft: *Wha
then is my property? Mothing but wheat is in
my power! To what property am 1 entitled?
To every property which | emtitle myself™
In fact when you add io this an almost
principled contermpt for letting the police
into their lives you could well deseribe it as
a Btirnerite utopia, making its realisation
neither neccssary nor desirable.

Startimg with Ciateway, The association
owis most of the howsing in Preston thai
used to belong o the council. Housing
associations are capitalist enterprises and i
is therefore in their double interest to both
kecp unruly elements down for the protec-
tion of capitalism, and property fior that
maticr, and keep an area desirable, therefore
profitable. Avonguest, who ook over
Avenham estate, tried really hard 1o make i
respectable, with mass evictions, shon lerm
tenancics and CCTY, They failed abys-
mially, the estate recenily being the scene of
a small, gangsicr manipulated ried. But
Gateway have suceceded, probably due 1o
the co-operation of the residents,

PACT really amounts to community
policing and propaganda, They have
ingratiated themselves info our communily
which, judging from their communication,
has no victim crime, and anti-social
behaviour amounts o nothing mone than
high spirits, Their purpose seems (o be to
comvinee nesidents of their need for them,
because they are such unmily children, They
are part of the secinl beurocratization that is
taking place everywhere in our lives these
days, a5 the sue and capitalism iries 1o
make any kingd of future resistance inpos-
sible. W can sce it in the 11 scheme,
COTY, anti-terronism lows, cnminal justice
act and memial healih act. The less resis-
tance they get fo their activities the more i
encourages thenm, I is not only oppressave
fo have them interfiene im our
neighbourhood, but people stan 1o think
they depend on them and the fraendly fisce
of the state, which makes independent ¢lass
setion impossible in the community, The
following are typical quodes of what PACT
dae: “Problems with number (X)...and

number (Y)...05 invelved in o tug of love
between the too. Panda mediation ex-
plained and considered by both paries.”
Even worse, “Morth Bratish Housing were
todday informed by a resident, the lovely
ced X oof Ingol mrea is now godng o mamy
the father of her expectant child.” Dy they
fight amy crime &t all? (X}, ..was given a
£50 fine by magistraies for being found in
possession of cannobis whilst at school,”
Havw for are we expected (o conform?
“Hesidents are beginning to express
concems about the residemis of. . the Ingol
estate for noisc nuisance and owside
drinking in the front garden.”

By far the worst offenders in all this is the
Imzol Community Association.Their
muisanee value can be summed up in the
following ways. They generate fear through
their propaganda which causes people to
have less sense of commumnity and rely on
them for protection. They have powers way
beyvond the police since they use their
relationship 1o evict anyone who dos nod it
their plans for the arca, imcluding a local
bumnch of squatiers, wha they threatened o
miowve in on and intimidete if Gateway did
mat evict them, They divide the community,
causang mistrust and anger. For insiamce a
Feudd developed between two of my
neighbours when [CA and a local boliby
told her that my other neighbour, a man in
his filtics or sixtics, was responsible for
vandalisimg her car, and foreed ws all 1o ke
sides,

The ICAs very reason for existing is
dubious. They claim it was due 1o a drug
escalation in the area. This is a quote from
their quarterly newsletter, “Bearing in mind
that all these people had had all the help the
syatem could give them, they then had this
estate in turmodl, we had o do something, i
miay seeim harsh to many but we feli if we

could pressure the drug frsermity to
maderste their intake we would benefie.”
Yot they don’t seem to understand or
differentinte between different drugs, their
different harmiful and anti-social effects,
because they don't seem o know, just like
they can't differentinte between shoplifting
and burglary, Out of 100 monthly mcidents
reporied by PACT, although references 1o
drunkenness amd cannabis possession ane
comman, there is only one mention of class
A drugs, refeming o paraphemalia, Every
thing else is disputes berween neighbowurs,
unruly drunks, canmabis and shoplifting.
Much housing im the arca s neither
Centeway mor North British but privately
ownied, not just property sold to tenoms
wnder the council, but housing structunes s
orand that ne Labouwr council at any time in
history would have considered building for
mere proletariats (o live in. The 1CA cannot
hald any imfluence in this area, nor do they
infend to, Their beef s entirely with poorer
tenants who rent. lis snobbery is hacked by
the state amnd capitalism, one part of the
class against the other and the creation of
an unchallenged stalus quo.

In an act of oversealous and over amtici-
pated divide and rule, the state amd
capilalism has mwmed the majority in the
arca, whose minds they own, against the
minerity in g show of ignorance fear and
rero tolerance. They have turned on them
because they are Oiher. They are backed
and funded because the modern siote and
capitalism now wanis o squesze the air
out of all pesistance 1o it The stute. The
super ego has won; the estate has become
the police force, The policeman is in
everyone as the spy and condemns, with
ihe exact same judgemenis and amitudes,
greater power amd greater numbers than
ihe police,

Above: ICA members in
Ingol; Right: Max Stirner.
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Although the situation here in Britain and internationally appears quite bleak in
terms of prospects for radical change, a number of recent events and
circumstances point to a possible quickening.

Defending free spaces against "social
cleansing'

The first of these events was the fierce
resistance to the closwre and demolition of
the Ungdomshuset occupied social and
culural centre in Copenhagen, which led to
social unrest and expanded from the
activities of a few *marginalised’ punks to
draw i much broader sections of Danish
society. The police eviction mvolved two
sedquences of the fiercest noting that
Denmaork has ever known. These reots show
thai:

1. Relatively minor incidents can galvanise
fairly large numbers of people, like a spark
ignites a brush ire, and thad secial wnresi is
widespread and can comne bursting 1o e
suffice quite unexpectedly. These evenls
could very casily be repeated in any
European centre, or anywhere else in the
warld,

2, One ol the key neo-liberal policies of
many governments is “social cleansing”. In
Londoen this coincides with the Olympic
Garmves of 2002 as mn excuse to push large
numbers of working class people oul of
East Lomdon. In Copenhagen it involved
the Ungdomshuset { The "Youth House') and
the probable attacks on the nearby "self-
governing” independent neighbourhood,
Christianka (see Resistance 93). The social
cleansing of the inner citics includes altacks
wpon the destruction of cenires of
opposition, In Denmark the government
was able 1o use a Aght-wing Christian
Eroup s its cat’s paw, This tactic, mvolving
reactionary and fascist groups, may well be
emploved more widely throughout the West
in the next few years,

Wildent strikes and *sick-ins”

Another important development of
radecalizm 15 the proliferation of wikdcm
strikes and other radical forms of struggle,
From Yeetnom 1o France, Germany amd the
Channel [<lands, wildent sirikes have been
emploved by the working class more
frequently, In the United States teachers

recently used o mass *sick-in” {phoning in
sick) when sirike action was banned, and
this has already been used around the world
on o number of oocasions. Sirike action
outside the control of the unions has been a
regular tactic of British postal workers, amnd
1o a lesser extent of fircfighters, over the
last few years,

I additon, workers are preparcd 1o camy
ot solidanty actions with other workers.
British Airways workers in 20005 came ol
in support of workers in the ouisounced
airline catering companym, CGate Grourmet,
[n ihe following year Catholic and
Proqestant postal workers were prepared o
strike and 1o demonstrale together in

Bl Cast.

Capitalists have increasingly moved their
indusirics into the developing world and
away from the old centres of working class
militancy. The destruction of manufacturing
inchestrics in Britain continues apace anmd
inclecd it has increased its tempo under
Labour after it was initizted by the Thatcher
regime.

The development of greal factories in the
Far East has mcant thal lange numbers of
people kave moved from peasant life in the
countryside o hard conditions in the towns,
Wast numbers are now working between 60
1o 80 hours 3 week in these new factories in
China, Vietnam and India and other Asian
countries. But m the same time fierce
sirugiles, often involving wildeat strikes
and mass unrest, lve been @ regular

Featwre af pesistance o this industralsatioi,

[ China, as well as indusinal struggle,
resistance is taking place in the countryside
in apposition to landgrabs, forcing of
pensants ofl the land, amd 1o sher
govermment mitiptives like the building of
huge dams, This has involved Herce
fighting and the intervention of the anmed
forges.

The military mire
Alongside these developments have been
The: engroang, wirs 10 Irsg avd Alghanistan,

In Iraq the situation under the Li%-led
cccupation s appalling and hos led to the
Bush regime being forced to increase iis
military strength there. The situation in
Afghanisian is hardly much betier for the
LS. and casualties in both ficlds of
opcration have mounded,

The British military has found itselfl
swamped i these two countries. Whilst the
govemmend has appeared 10 have madc a
decision 1o stan a gradual withdrawal from
[raqg, it has beoome more commitied 1o
ingreasing its military strengih in
Afghanistan. To do this, it has been forced
o pull most of its forces oui of the Balkans
where the current wave of so-called
Iemanitarian wars began. This indicates
T gighitly streteled Brtish military
sirength is, and how much mose diffecult it
is for these forces o operate on the
infermational level. The British
administration s policies in Irag poant 1o an
attermpl to slightly distance iselfl from the
LIS, and io reposition itsell between Europse
and the US.

Shor of a complete withdrawal from the
mire they hove helped ereate, casaaltics will
cortimee lo mount for bath the US and
Hritain, The anti-wir movemeni m Hratain
brought huge numbers out in the streets, b
the determination of the Blair
administration to continue with its war
offensives successfully demobilised this
movement, A contributory factor 1o this was
the efost of the Liberal Democrats, the
Socialist Workers Party and others 1o keep
these huge demonstrations strictly legal,
with no attempt W foil British war efforts
through direct action, blockades, and mass
civil disobedience. However, the contining
pustishing war m the Middle East with maore
and more soldiers bemg browgdt home in
body biges may reswrmect anti=wir
movements in both Britain an the USA,
When and if this happens, there must be o
clear break with the commitment 1o
legalism becasse these tactics have proved
0 demobilising and meffective,
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Protests in Denmark to defend{Ungdomshuset

Revolutionaries will have wo argue -I'r|1|'|!.'.|._'.
for more robust means -."'|.|.'i'lIJI!||.1.'I:1IIF the

'.|||h'|;:r:n.' adveituses of “our SO CIMINEi=.

From despair o dizssent

The massive defeats of the working clags in
Britain in the 1980 with the crushing of the
aleel wor LL‘I"\-. d-:'-u..'Ll.'v-. ininers and frnlers
has left a |.|1|i|_: [l b ll."_..'..'l..'}' af rh.'h'\ilt'l'ihl'li.
dqiﬂ.‘hl i1 @i .||:'lu.1h:.'. The demobilisation of
the amti-war moveniend, after millions had
;'I-.l'|.||'|.'|.‘| ot o 1o the LIRCE1S, SOCIES 10 have
JI_.'_I.'I'H.'-.Il.l.'lJ thiz situsation. Mow, there ane
SOME SRENE thint this mood i _-.!11-.|,|_!..

q.'|aur'|5_..'|| 18, bath here abd scooss I:u!r-]!n..' anid
the world. This -:.'huli_l.'-.' i4 :|ir'q.':|q.|3. |'l|:||:'|5_..'
seen and may madi fest dself in ferther and
'!'ln.l]h.'!'uﬂ_'.- |:|.|'_|;v|:r' actions in the '-‘--:F:I'L|'||.1l.'l\.'.
taking o the form of an irregular war of
willdeats and other new forms of action,
oatgide the control of the trade unions, [t
miay also demonstrate itself i outhursts of
civil disonder, as with the recent
Copenhagen riots,

hanother Lpur for redicalisation miy be the
INCTEAS L |3. L 1d|:-.|:n.':|d mwareness of the
haee 1oll that capitalism has taken on the
plaet. The upwillingness of the RBush
fegiie Lo ke any form of sction, the pious
|:-|:|Ii'.|.||.||:- and lack of action of other
governmedils, may |.|||]!n.': miofe and mons
'|J-i."'|l|'|ll.' 1oy take moee radical sctions. [n
Brituin, this Yy coincide with a -I:’uy!:h:
ARINSL the Rritish B eriment™s decisions
10 fefsew its muoclear POVET PROSTIMIE,
Amother factor of growing diseoment 14
anger &l a guryeillance =oCacly theat is
steadily tightening its grip. Adding 1o all
‘.|!I'i.h. dizzatisfaction over the mew nomns of
winrk - constant ascessment and Larged
alhing, casualization and lEmparary
COfLTEcls - Fides .|.|l.'r|:|'_..'.h:|.‘||.' the d;.'q.‘|'|
u.1l'|l..||'l|'lll'u.'h:~ within a SO ety !.'u.'ul'L'd PG
anmd MoRe 10 CoNSUMmETism, ".'ul'."lll.l_'..
baredom and |||r.'v|.‘||1'-:.'r'i’.:-.. This IJI'II'IH['I':II"IL"\-'\-
anid alienation showld not be undersstimated
a5 it had a lu:'_n' IMPOFLERCE 11 :~I:r||._..'_|.'|l:'\- of
the lasy few decades.

To suidti up Ihl.':n, thiz mew radicalizatvon
might invedve o aumber of disconteits
COny |:r_|:i||3.' i hpu.l’Lili!.: ol simuliancous
AN -:'-'.q.:|'|:|.|1|:li'.|3.' renvolis: anoad |.l|;'||;'r|.'l~\.|'li-:r1| L
Wir, ugu'll'u.l l\.'\.'l.llll:_'i.-du.l devastation, qui:lh[
b Beaar [HAWET, i.1!.'i|i:'l.‘\.[ LT gt 1.':H-||'||.'u'. afoiand
'.l.rlrkpluq.'n: uirest and dissatisfaction with
the consumer LAY, Thee Jmst greal radical
wiave in the 1Mk saw new combative
cultiral dev l.‘|-.:-.|'r1|'|q:|il-n. characterized as
“comier-culiunes” and “youth sub-
cultures”, In remains to be seen whethe
these will |.l|.'1.l:|-:1]'| &AM, ll'[|'||:} dis

ey |.‘|-.'i'r, it will be onve indicator that the
denth |:|.' wnp of delfeat amd :.'||!|:|I!|'|!|.' ot the
mmss of the |'l|1|'|u|u[|11|i L1 ."q.'_|:||h||i1l_|.' L
becomie weaker, Whatever ?'IJ|'||'I|.'I"I‘\.-
annrchist revolutionanes muest cominue Lo
wisderline the need for resistance and
h1."|__|:_|.r|-\.'. Withowut anYy illusbons, in o coal
a|'|:1|3.'!:|.' Wiy, il imust revitalise the MEsSaee
1'-r”|l-.'-]!n.' that was of is_..'|I'|:|.||:r the vital =-|'|.|r'|-.
af the I:'i."\v.lll.ul.ln.lil_'ll"_'.' mavernent when il
emcnzed in the | %h century.
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anarchism and nationalism

IN armenia

Armenian anarchists, all of whem fled the
country in late 2005 after attacks and
threats to thair lives by the nationalisi
Dashnakcuthyun political party, have been
vindicated over the issue thot threw them
into this most recent conflict with the far
Right. Four Anarchists, founders of the ex-
Soviet Union-wide Anarchist-Communist
aapanisaton Autonomous Action, had
campuigned against changes i the Arme-
nian constitution by President Robert
kacharyan (whose government s proppod
up by Dashnakeuthyun). These changes
allowed Armenia’s & L D00-5trong
digspora to apply for duel citizenship.
Aartonomous Action blew the Lid the Right™s
real agenda: o allow those with dual
citizenship 10 vobe in Armenian elections.
Armenian anarchisis have been engaged in
historic strogeles with Dashnakewthyum
before. Both movemenis in fact grew out of
a lmte- mineteemb-century socialist move-
meil which cmiciged essentially inopposi-
tion to contrel of the country by lmperial
Russia. Dashinakewhyun wenl the reaction-
ary route and can best be desenbed since
then as mational-socialist {quasi-fascist),
and like most authortorians actively
collaboraed with sucoessive regimes before
and during the Soviet cra 1o climinate
libertarian influence amongst the people.
Anarchism declined under various repres-
sive regimes until Autonomous Action was
formcd in 2002, when some disillusion
youing communists found Kropotkin's
Conguest of Bread inoa second-hand
bookshop,

Armenin was once a vast power and by

SAD was the first ever Christion “state”.
Ower the cemturmes il was squeezed by
Persian, Imperial Russian and in particular
Turkish expansiomsm. In 1915 Turks
murdered one and a half million people in
what many people regard as an attemp ot
genocide (but which has only been
recognised as such by a handful of coun-
iries ). During the Soviet era Armenia
formed on impertant geo-political boumdory
between the USSR and its enemies in Asia,
and was closcly controlled and militansed
by Moscow. As a result of its turbulent
history, the Ammenian diaspora is far langer
than the population of the country itselfl a
land-locked Trans-Caucasian country of
2,000, (6K penple. Most of the émigrés ane
in ex-Soviet Union, France, the US, and
alzo the Uk, But extreme nationalism is
often a characieristic of displaced peoples,
anxiows to see their mythelogised homeland
rise above ils cnemics,

A popular Armenian poke runs thus: When
the Floed subsided Moah set the Ark down
o Mount Arearal (once in Amicnia, now in
Turkey ) [t was soon surrounded by o small,
proud people showting *Ti's the circus! It's
the circus!™ Endcaring jokes can mask ugly
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“The three premiers decide to have a democratic
vote to see who deserves the parachute: one man,
one vote. Kocharyan wins”

pelitecs. Specifically, natonalism prevenis
the ending of o historic conflict between
Armenia and Azerbaijon over control of the
largely ethmwcally Armenion Auwionomous
Republic of Magomy Karabakh. ln 1991,
when the threes republics became indepen-
dent from Soviet Unien, Azerbaijan refused
to recognise the autonomy of the Karabakh
and set aboul nnnexing it. Armenia, whilst
marvier affickally invelved in the Karabakh,
sent troops to “defend” it, and 1o hopefully
1o take it for itsclf. The war lasted from

[ ]- 1995 and hundreds of Ammenizns
from the diaspora retumed to the region to
take part. This demonsirates that nationalist
attachment to a greater Armenia is far from
heimg limited to benign romantic nostalgia,
and provides stark contrast with the
iraumaiic ordeal of conscripied of Arme-
nian citizens, including those who were to
later beeome the anarchisis.

In recent years Armenia has not stood wp o
close examination of ils alectoral system.
Palitical commentators and idependent
abservers remain suspicious of practices
employed around the last election, way
back i 1R A more recent Armicnian joke
runs thus: “Hush, Blair and Kocharyan are
o & plane, The engines Fail, and the pibot
bails out leaving only onc parachuie, The
ihree premiers decide o have a democratic
visle o s0¢ who deserves the parachute: one
mian, one vole. Kochanyvan wins™. (n
Febmuary 23nd 2007, as the anarchisis had
predicied, Kocharyvan indecd extended the
franchise to the diaspora, Anarchisis now
predict thar the voting forms of Armenians
enfitled to vode, but not actually making the
irip Lo thelr embassies in New York,
Losmdon and Pasis, will nol be retumed
Acrmienia blank, “Amienian Embasties are
pan of the Kl,x.:hur:,.'an “firm™™, an Armcmian
anarchist exile explained, “Thix is ot for
Armenin the End”.

Awrenramans Achioer @5 o S00-member soromg

Sedderation of Ararokisi-Cowmnnisis and

others o the Liberiarian Left o over 50
fenwrrs dhronghont ex-Sovied Union; keipe!
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