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Buzeaws of Metcorology

Verifying the accuracy of seasonal climate outlooks — an update

Seasanal rainfalt oullooks have been issued by he Bureau of Meleorology since the late 1980s, whilst mmimum temperalure ang maximum temperature outlocks have been issued from 2000 For

aslmost the entita period, the oulloaks have been represented by a map of Austraba with the probabilily of the parameter predicted (total rainfall. mean minimym tempzrature and mean maximum
tempersiura) exceeding the madian.

At the Fifth Intamational Verification Melhods Workshop, which was held in Melbourne in Dacembar 2011, the present authors delivered a paper venfying the accuracy of these oullgok:
01%). The current paper utilises the methodalogy apphed then to provide an update of that work The verfication methodology for each State, season and prediction elemant, is

The culicok is set enual 1o «1 should there be a ragion with >60% probabily of exceeding the median of the pradiclion element and no region willy <40% probability of exceeding the median of the
prediclion glement,

The cullook is st equa! to -1 should there be a ragion with <30% probability of exceeding the madian of the predgiction elemant and no region with »60% probabilty of excesding the madian of the
predictan element

Al other outigoks ara set equalio d
The observed value is 56t equal to the abserved area averaged anomaly.

The carrelation coaliicient between the outlook and the observalions is calculated for each State, season and prediction element The correlalion coefcients caloulated an the dala denved as

descnbed above are posilive for most Statas, seasons and prediction elements, sspecially those for spring and summer rainfall osuliocks Fram the comrelalion coeflicients. the % vanance explained by
Ihe forecasts is determined
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Reference:
{goto i)

201%: Verifying the Accuracy of Two Decades of Seasonal Climale Quticoks Sth International Venficaton Methods Warkshop. 1-7 Decamber 2011, Melbourne. Ausirahia

i for a copy of the 2011 prasentation}
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