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Jug V7
a. Jim Spence of ABC.
Q. Thank you.
Now, Commissioner, moving to your relationships

in 1981 and 1982 with Mr. Trump, would you characterize Mr.

Trump as a friend of yours in 1981 and 198272

A, No, he wasn't a2 friend.
Q. Had you ever had any telephone conversations

with Mr. Trump before March 12th of 19847

A. Never.

Q. In the trial transcript, reading from pags 4029,
at line 21,, the guestion to Mr. Trump was,

s When I say this period of time, we are
talking of the period late 198l-eariy 1982, priecr to thﬁ
actual formation of the United States Foothall League. Did
you have more than one conversation?

Mo Yes, sir. Substantially more than one.”

Comm. Rozelle, did you have one or substantially
more than one conversation with Mr. Trump in 1881-19827

A. I did not. The only times that I would see_him
would be at maybzs two or three charitzble affairs in New
York, and I would in order to him, perhaps I would say
hello, if I was close to him. But I had no discussions
with him.

Q. Reading from page 4031 of the transcript --

THE COURT: What are you referring to when you
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Rozelle - direct 6451
refer to charitable affairs, so the Jury has 2 better
understanding? What are you referring to?

THE WITNESS: Some major charity in New York
would held a benefit, a large dinner. Thers might be a
thousand psople there. And I would attend these functions,
and as I say, once or twice a ye=ar I might sse Mr. Trump in
the thousandg people during the cocktail period and exchange
greetings with him. But we had no discussions.

Q. On page 4031 of the trial transcript, the

question placed to Mr. Trump at line 19 is as follows: "Do

you recall with respect to the face to face conversations,

¥

do you recall whers any of those took place?

A, One was, I believe, at the Recency Hotel
in the smaller ballroom at an affair. and the other I
believe was at the Pierre Hote] in the lobby. and I
balisve that I Qas leaving the Pierres and Mr. Rozzlle was

coming into the Piarre."

Did you have, Comm. Rozelle, in 1981 or 1982,

]

{

any business discussions with Mr. Trump relative to the
issue of football at the Regency hotel in a small ballroom
0r at the Pierre Hotel in the lobby?

A. None whatsoever.

Q. Going onto the trial transcript at page 4032,
starting at line 4, the question to Mr. Trump, and to
orient you, we are now at the Regency or the Pierre, one or.
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the other. The guestion to Mr. Trump:

ne. Will you tell again on the basis of that,
and on the telephone calls that you had with him during the
same period, tell us what Mr. Rozslle said to you and what
you said to him. Aanswer" --

MR. MYERS3OH: Your Honor, I am going to object
to that on the basis of the guestion that was read. That
is uninteliligible. Will you at the tim2 -- thsre's bszen no
identification of what the "that" is.

MR. ROTHMAN: I will read the trial transcript,
if your Honor please, verbatim. May I start in order to
pick it up with page 4031 zt line 19: The question to Mr.
Trump:

"C. Do you rescall with respect to the face to
face conversations, do you recall where any of those took
place?

"A. One was, I believe, at ths Recency hotel
in the smaller ballroom at an affair. And the other I
believe was at the Pierre Hotel in the lobby. And I )
believe that that I was leaving the Pierre and Mr. Rozelle
was coming into the Plerre.

"Q. At either of those face to face
discussions was anybcdy else present?

"A. No; I don't believe sO.

"G, Will you tell again on the basis 9f that,
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Rozelle - direct 6453
and on the telephons calls that you had with him during the
same period, tell us what Mr. Rozelle said *o you and what
you said to him."

Before I read on, Mr. Rozelle, Commissioner, vyocu

are telling us that you had no such business conferencas at

ot
1]
-

he Recency or at the Pierre, is that correct?

{

MR. MYERSON: Objection.
THE COURT: Sustained.

Q. "A, The conversations were almost identical in
their nature. The conversations were that he didn't think
I should go into the United States Foo:tball Lzague, and
again, this is prior to my going in Dy a substantial amount
of time; that he didn't think I should go into the United
States Football League; that it was going to be doomed to
failure and that the league itself could not make it
playing football in the spring bécauss of television. Aand
he went on to give me a very brief description of why it
couldn't make it. That it couldn't make it based on the
fact that you couldn't get the ratings to justify the cost
of paying this numbexr of people that a football team has
where you have 42 ané 45 pecple, and soforth. And there
just weren't enough people watching football in the spring,
that they were out voting, playing tennis, playing golf or
anyone of the thousands of other things and thare was no
way that it could ever been economically justified so that
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Rozelle - direct 6454
the league was doomad to failure and if the leagues ever
moved to the fall, which he heard was my basic contention,
that if the league should ever start in the fall against

the NFL if necessary and that there was no way we would

i

2ver get a tzlevision contract bazcausz he controlled,

]

literally controllad the television networks as far as the

television is concerned and they could never get a

t

elevision contract."

Commissioner, d¢id that conversation taks placs
in the lobby of & public hotel, the Recency or the Pierre,
when you were speaking to Mr. Trump, allegedly speaking to
Mr. Trump?

MR. MYERSON: Objesction, your Honor.
THE COURT: Overruled.
A, That is preposterous. That conversztion never
took place in ths lobby of the Pisrre Hotel or in ths lobby

or ballrcom of the Racency Hotsl at any time.

G Did it take place anywhere?
B Ho.
Q. Commissioner, d4id you ever say to Mr. Trump —--

how long had you beasn the Commissioner of the National
Fecotball League in 1981, '82°7

A By that time, I guess 21 or 22 years.

Q. Sir, would you say in a public room or any placs,
for that matter, that you controlled the television
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networks?
Al It's ridiculous, because number one, I don't, no
one does. And it would jus: be stupid.
No, I did not say that; anything like that.
Qe Now, sir, in March, and specifically the 12th of
larch of 1984, did you receive a telephone call from Mr.

Trump?

A, For the first time, I talked to Donald Trump on
the telephone on March 12th, 1984.

Q. Comm. Rczelle, who placed the call?

A. Mr. Trump placed the call to my cffice, and l=ft

word for me to call in the merning.

Q. Were you in the office when the first call came?
Al NG .
O When you returned to your office did you respond

to the call?
A, My secretary advised me of the messa e, so I

told her to return the call, and she did.

Q. And did you speak with Mr., Trump?
yi Yas.
s Comm. Rozelle, is that telephone conversation of

March 12th, 1984 which you are about to tell us about, the
first telephone conversation that you had with Donald Trump
relative to the issus of the National Football League or
the United States Football League?
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A, It's the first telephons call I sver had from
Donald Trump on any subject.

Q. All right.

When you placed the call to Mr. Trump, would you
tell us what was said?

A. Mr. Trump told me he would like to meet with me
privately. And 1 said I was leaving for our league
meetings in Hawaill in a few days, but I would be fres late
that day, March 12th. That's what I said to Mr. Trump.

O What did he say to you?

A, He saild he would like to meet me and that he
would rent a room in the Pierrs Heotel, he would call back
to tell me the room number; and we mutually agre=d that we
would meet at 4:00 that afternoon.

Q. Did Mr. Trump sometime thereafter call and tell
you where the room would be?

A, He czlled me back and told me the roocm number at
the Pierre Hotel.

Q- And sofar as you know, who was it that arranged
for and paid for that hotesl room?

A. Mr. Trump did.

Q. Did you meet him at the Pierre Hotel that
afternoon?

A, Yes.

Q. Comm. Rozelle, is this maseting the first meeting
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that you aver had with Mr. Trum» relative to the issues of

football?
A Yes.
G How, sir, would you tell the ladies and

gentlemen of the jury and the Court, as precisely as you
ars able to do so, what transpired at that meeting?

A I arrived and Donald Trump was in the room, and
after a casual conversation, he spoks to me about the US
Football League. Donald Trump told me that he had been
given the responsibility to develop an antitrust case --
suit zagainst the Wational Football League on behalf of the
United States Football Leaague.

He also told me that he was arranging for a
wealthy real estate man in Flerida, he said the biggest
real estate man in Florida, tc buy what he said was the

£

iu

iling Washingten Federals team, and move that team to

Miami.

7]

He further told me that he was going to arrang

O
{

for new ownership in Chicago. Then he said, "But I don't .

want to do these thaings. I want an expansion team in New

Q

York in the NHational Football League. But if I involve

myself in these matters that I previously told you, I will
be too far committed in a year or two. I want an NFL
expansi;n franchise in New York. I would play in Shea
Stadium, and I would arrange for 2 new stadium to be built
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s

for that team in New York." -%'
\
And he said, and I gueote him directly, "1 would
get some stiff to buy the New York Generals, my team in the
USZ Feectball Leagues."
Then he said, "If your interested and you are ‘““F 
going to expand by even numbers and expend by two tsams, I

would be glad to tzll you the names of two or three good :

owners in the United States Football League that you might

wish to give the second franchiss to."

I told him that I rzised the antitrust gquestion,

on taking such a step, and Mr. Trump told me that he didn't

se

{1
n

ny problem if he sold the Gensrals and waited a yser
or two and then got a National Football Lszagus franchise.

1 further raised the problem of there being ‘jﬂ‘“”ﬁ

three teams in New York and the National Feotbhall League wﬁ%g?
iy
|

having television contracts with only two networks for it

their Sunday games; so they could only carry two games and : {

if we had three teams hersz, that they couldn't carry all of HT
them. ; _u‘j”iﬁ

His reply was, "Maybs ABC could cover the third iy
team's games in New York on Sunday. If not, CBS and MNBC bl k

could take the more successful team's games and carry them MR

on television." I
Then he said, and again I guote him exactly, "If fi|
I were to leave the United States Fooitball League, it would

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPORTERS, U.S. COURTHOUSE
FOLEY SQUARE, NEW YORK, N.Y. — 791-1020 “illwlj i




Rozelle - direct 5459
be psychologically devastating to the US Football Leagus."

Q. Have I interrupted you in any way or have you
concluded your testimony on the point?

a, The only other things were said, I told Mr.
Trump I would get back to him, I was leaving for the league
meating in Hawszii and he gave me, which I did not have at
that time, he gave me his nome telephone number and he gave
me his office number. And I said I will get back to you.

Qe Commissioner, at any time in tnat meeting, 4id
you offer Mr. Trump a National Football League franchise?

A. I certainly did not. That would be czll for 21
approving votas of the owners and I did not offer him a
franchise, suggest it, infer it, or encourage him.

Q. Commissioner, do you have the power to offer
anybody a franchise?

A I do not.

Q. When you left the meeting, I belisve you have
just testified you got Mr. Trump's phone numbers and told
him you'd get back to him, is that correct?

A. Yes.

Q. Without going into the conversation, please, ws
must live by the rules, now, without going into the
conversation, did you discuss your meeting with Mr. Trump
with any other owner ¢f the National Football League?

A. Yes.
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Q. With whom?

A. With the chairman of the finance committee, Mr.
Culverhouse, whom I spoke to at the meeting in Hawaii.

Q. That was how long after you are meeting with Mr.
Trump at the meeting in the Pilerre?

A. Just several days or a wesk later, I forget.
But our meeting in Hawaii was shortly after the meeting

with Mr. Trump at the Pisrre. I so think it was within a

Q. Following the meeting in Hawaii and following
your conversation with Mr. Culverhouss, d4id you then get
back to Mr. Trump?

AL When I returned from the meeting, after a few'
days I d&id call Mr. Trump, I believe at his home. I had
his home numbsr that he had given me and his office number.
I believe I called him at home on 'a weekend. And I told
him it was not a viable situation, his propcsal.

Q. Was that the last discussion you had with Mr.
Trump relative to this subject matter?

A. It was.

Q. Commissioner,, and this is my last guestion to
you, sir, with respect te your relationships as the
Commissionar of the National Football .League, with the
American Broadcasting Company, the National Broadcasting
Company, Colombia Broadcasting Company, ESPN cable natwork,

SOUTHERN DISTRICT REPORTERS, U.S. COURTHOUSE
FOLEY SQUARE, NEW YORK. N.Y. — 791-1020




Rozello - direct/cross 54561
have you ever, Commissioner, directly or indirectly
attempted to apply any pressure to thess entities or to
those executives of thosz entities as it relates to the
rzlationship they had in the United States Football Lesague?

a. Mr. Rothman, No, I 4id not.

MR. ROTHIMAN: Thank vou, sir. I appreciate your
testimony.

THE COURT: Mr. Myerson.

MR. MYERSON: Thank you, your Honor.
CRO5S EXAMIMNATION
BY MR. MYERSON:

Q. Mr. Rozelle, you szid that when Mr. Trump called
you concerning this meeting that was held at the Pierre,
that you were getting ready to leave in 3 days for the
league mestings of the NFL, did I understand you correctly?

A. I think I said a2 few days.

Q. Yes.

And were you busy in terms of preparing for the
lzague meeting that was coming up?

A I was just finishing my preparations, which is
why I told Mr. Trump I wouldn't be able to meet with him
until later in the day.

Q. Mr. Rozelle, do I undarstand your testimony
correctly that until Mr. Trump called you that morning you

had never had a single conversation with Mr. Trump relating
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to football or business of any kind? Is *hat your
testimony?

A. First, that is the only telephone call I had
received from him up to that peoint. Two, the only
conversation about football up to that point I had was with
an intermediary that Mr. Trump had call me, a mutual friend,
to discuss the possibility of him buying the Baltimore
Colts in 1981.

Q. Mr. Rozelle, your testimony that you just gave
this morning is, Mr. Trump was not your friend, correct?

a. He was an acquaintance. He was not a friend.

He was not even on my Christmas card list.

Q. He wasn't on your Christmas card list, he was
not a friend, and you had never had a conversation with him
in either of the hotels or any other place other than your
nodding and saying hello, correct?

A. No conversation concerning football.

Qe and it's your testimony and you are having this
Court and this jury, you are asking this Court and th}s
jury --

MR. ROTHMAN: Just a moment, your Honor. I am
going to object to the form of that guestion. That is an
inappropriate form of a question, if your Honor pleass. H=
is testifying.

THE COURT: I will sustain the objection.
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D It's your testimony, Mr. Rozelle, under oath,

MR. ROTHMAN: I am going to object to that.

THE CCURT: Why don't you just ask the question,
Mr. Myerson.

Q. Is it your testimony, Mr. Rozelle, that on the
day that you received a telephone call from z man who was
not even on your Christmas card list and at a time when you
were preparing for going to your league meetings & few days
hence, and without any knowledgs of why the conversation
was goling to be, you said to him, "I will meet with you
later today"? Is that your testimony?

A, Yes, because he was the owner of the New Jersey
Generals, and I felt it was my responsibility and
obligation as Commissionsr +o hear what bhe had to say; so I
could communicate it, if necessary, to our owners in thea
HEL .

MR. MYERSON: Your Honcr, at this point I
believe the record full of days and days of trial
concerning this topic and related topics and, accordingly,
we will not burden the Court and jury with any further
questions.

MR. ROTHMAN: I will not comment on the comment.

THE COURT: All right. The jury should
disregard, as I have indicated before, comments by counsel
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absolute not be made and should be disregardad.
Counsel have an opportunity in opening
statements and closing statements to address the jury
directly. Other than that, they are not supposed to have

the opportunity, both sides have had asides from time to

s

time which I have not approved of, and when objactions have

been made I have told the jury to disregard them. I don't
want to blow this one out of proportion, however.

Is there redirect?

MR. ROTHMAN: There is none, your Honor.

THE COURT: You are excused, Mr. Rozelle. Thank

Yyoue.
THE WITNESS: Thank you, your Honor.
(Witness excused)

MR. ROTHMAN: Your Honor, as I have indicated to
the Court, subject to some technical readings of the
depositions which we need not burden the jury with,
pursuant to stipulation of counsel, with that caveat, your
Honor, the dafense rests.

THE COURT: a1l right.

I have discussed with Mr. Myerson the rebuttal
situation. There is going to be a short rebuttal, which
My, Myerson will have the opportunity for Monday afternoon
and Tuesday morning and I am then going to be conferring
with counsel concerning the charge to the jury on Tuesday
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