END THE ANZAC MYTH

A Myth is Born

On 25 April 1915, ANZAC troops storm a Turkish beach at Gallipoli and are mown
down by the defenders. They hung on till January 1916 before evacuating. It is an ill-
thought-out attempt by the British to knock the Ottoman Empire out of the First World
War. Between 1914 and 1918, 9.6 million soldiers and 6.8 million civilians died in this
clash of two rival imperialist alliances, each out to conquer territories and markets from
the other. The soldiers and civilians died, not for freedom or democracy, but for the
power and profits of their ruling classes. In Australia, Anzac Day has become a
foundational myth for nationalism and militarism. The undoubted sacrifices of the troops
are used to sanctify both the Australian military and Australia's imperialist wars.

Militarism is Brutality

This year, Anzac Day occurs in the midst of a series of scandals involving Australian
military personnel. The Skype scandal involves a female soldier unwittingly being
broadcast to a group of male soldiers while having sex. This has released a flood of other
complaints, some current and some from decades ago, about beatings, sexual assaults and
other examples of bastardisation. Even an indepenent MP, Andrew Wilkie, has been
drawn in. Military forces around the world are hotbeds of bastardisation; they both
attract many brutes and turn many soldiers into brutes. It cannot be otherwise, since the
military require not human beings but obedient killers.

Imperialism on Franchise

The United States is overwhelmingly the most powerful country in the world, with the
largest economy and a military which dwarfs all others. With that power, it dominates
world affairs, maintaining a world order favourable to it (though not to the same extent as
in previous decades). This domination is known as imperialism. Australia supports the
US in maintaining this order and, in return, gets to dominate East Timor and the South
Pacific. It is effectively a franchise arrangement and the franchise fee is Australian
participation in Uncle Sam's wars across the region, regardless of either the justification
or the direct relevance to the national interests of Australian capitalism.

Workers of the World, Unite!

There is an alternative, a path to peace, to a world without the violence of war and the
brutality that it breeds in order to produce soldiers. As workers, we need international
solidarity for the daily fight against global capitalism. Without it, we are played off
against each other country by country, in an endless race to the bottom. With it, we can
sweep away nationalist myths and stand as comrades across national borders. And it is
this internationalism that will enable us to build a global movement and have a workers'
revolution that spreads around the globe. We can establish a world society of libertarian



communism and put an end to imperialism, militarism and war. Then, and only then, can
we have peace.

MILITARISM IS BRUTALITY

Melbourne Anarchist Communist Group

25 April 2011

PO Box 2120 Lygon St North
East Brunswick 3057

macg1984@yahoo.com.au



