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Comments on the original edition

“Such bitterness, such negativity, such unbridled 
humor, wit and sarcasm.”
—Mensa Bulletin

“The quirky cartoons by J.R. Swanson nicely com-
plement Bufe’s cruel wit. Recommended.”
—Free Inquiry

“You’ll never be at a loss for a droll definition again. 
Keep this on your desk for that emergency epigram 
of nicely worded insult.”
—Fact Sheet Fife

“Some people may be offended . . . but Bufe hits the 
target so many times it’s hard to stop laughing.”
—Counterpoise

“Sick and offensive.”
—Small Press
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“All in all, nothing human is worth taking
very seriously; nevertheless . . .”

—Plato

“Sacred cows make the best hamburger.”

—Abbie Hoffman
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A
Academic, adj. In reference to published materials, poorly written. 

Acceptable Risk, phr. A risk to others.

Accurate, adj. In accord with one’s opinions.

Adjunct, adj. Formerly “associated with” or “attached to.” Today 
the term is used almost exclusively as a synonym for “slave,” as in 
“adjunct faculty.”

Adventure, n. A disaster in retrospect, especially one involving 
the pain and suffering of others. 

Affirmative Action, n. 1) An exceptionally effective device de-
vised by Democrats to elect Republicans; 2) A means of inciting 
workers of different races and genders to fight over crumbs, while 
leaving the ill-gotten gains of the parasitocracy inviolate. Synonym: 
“Reparations.”

afl-cio, n. A labor organization which fiercely defends the high 
wages, good health benefits, short work weeks, generous pension 
packages, and plentiful vacation time of its own executives.
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Actor, n. An individual who waits on tables, cooks, drives taxis, 
cashiers, takes tickets, ushers, does temp work, and, occasionally, 
appears on stage.
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Advertising, n. The driving force behind supply-and-demand 
economics: the stimulation of demand for useless products through 
the supply of misleading claims.

Aggression, n. (esp. “naked aggression”) An archaic, pejorative 
term formerly used in reference to preemptive defense, a prudent 
form of military activity which has led to the long-lasting peace 
and prosperity of defending nations everywhere since Napoleon 
preemptively defended France by marching on Moscow in 1812, to 
the Japanese preemptive defense at Pearl Harbor in 1941, to the U.S. 
preemptive defense in Iraq in 2003.

Aging, ger. The barely preferable of the two alternatives.

Agitator, n. (usually combined with the adjective “outside,” as 
in “outside agitator”) An undesirable person who risks life and
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limb because of concern for social justice, with no motive of per-
sonal gain. The truly villainous nature of the agitator is revealed 
by comparison with the “silent majority” member, who says, does, 
and risks nothing in the social or political sphere, who is motivated 
solely by desire for personal gain, and to whom “Justice” means a 
former outfielder for the Atlanta Braves.

Agnostic, n. 1) An atheist who craves social acceptance; 2) A per-
son who feels superior to atheists by merit of his ignorance of the 
rules of logic and evidence.

Alabama, n. The “sweet home” of Lynyrd Skynyrd. The recipe for 
its sweetness is enshrined in its state motto: “Incestum, Tentoria, 
Obesitas Morbidus”: “Incest, Lynchings, Morbid Obesity.”

Alcoholic, n. 1) A colloquial term referring to someone who drinks 
too much; 2) A self-identifying label often adopted by those who 
quit drinking decades ago, in much the same manner as those who 
gave up tobacco decades ago often identify themselves as “smokers.”

Alcoholics Anonymous, n. An organization which helps its mem-
bers develop dependence upon tobacco, caffeine, sugar, religious 
concepts, and ritualized meetings in place of alcohol.

Alcoholism, n. A phenomenon characterized as physical, mental, 
and emotional, and treated in medical settings by nonmedical per-
sonnel with a religious program in which the patient is admitted as 
diseased, discharged as diseased, but permanently recovering and 
never recovered. (Vince Fox’s excellent definition, and, in this lexicogra-
pher’s opinion, the last word on the subject.)

Alive, adj. Seething with resentment.

Ally, n. Servant. As in, “a loyal ally.”

Ambition, n. 1) Greed in the guise of virtue; 2) The desire to tread 
on others.

American, adj. 1) Shoddy; 2) Impoverished; 3) Obsolescent; 4) Un-
employed (as in “American workers”).
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Americanism, n. 1) The desire to purge America of all those quali-
ties which make it a more or less tolerable place in which to live; 
2) The ability to simultaneously kiss ass, follow your boss’s orders, 
swallow a pay cut, piss in a cup, cower in fear of job loss, and brag 
about your freedom.

American Exceptionalism, n. A commonly held article of faith 
and an altogether sound doctrine. To wit, that the American gov-
ernment is exceptionally arrogant, brutal, and hypocritical, and ex-
ceptionally subservient to its corporate masters.

American People, n. One explanation for the previous terms—a 
rabble which, collectively, would have trouble finding its ample 
butt with both hands. 

As H.L. Mencken so accurately, yet so poetically, put it nearly a 
century ago: “The American people, taking one with another, con-
stitute the most timorous, sniveling, poltroonish, ignominious mob 
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of serfs and goose-steppers ever gathered under one flag in Chris-
tendom since the end of the Middle Ages.” 

Putting the matter less poetically but more succinctly, Ralph Wal-
do Emerson noted: “In America the geography is sublime, but the 
men are not.”

Anarchy, n. The worst fear of every politician. A nightmare situ-
ation in which institutionalized violence, coercion, and extortion 
are replaced by free association, voluntary cooperation, and mu-
tual aid. Fortunately, governments the world over maintain secret 
police, informers, provocateurs, torturers, prisons, execution cham-
bers, and herds of obedient men armed with weapons of mass de-
struction to guard against this dreadful possibility.

Anger, n. A sign that you’re paying attention. (to paraphrase an 
anonymous wit)

Anti-Semitism, n. 1) A blind, unreasoning hatred of Jewish people 
by those who fear, with good reason, that they are inferior to Jews. 
(This is not to say that Jews are inherently superior to anyone else, 
even anti-Semites; rather, that Jewish culture encourages self-re-
sponsibility, social responsibility, learning, dedication to goals, and 
individual achievement—things sorely lacking in the mainstream 
of American culture. Hence Jews tend to be perceived as threaten-
ing “overachievers” in comparison with average, “fetch me another 
beer, Bubba” Americans.); 2) As defined in the United States for 
well over half a century, the unspeakable act of criticizing the op-
pression of one Semitic people by another (Palestinians by Israelis). 
Needless to say, this leads to gross confusion of those who seek 
social justice with actual anti-Semites—which is precisely the inten-
tion of those who use the term in this sense. (Curiously, the ethnic-
ity of all of these individuals is apparently Irish, as they all readily 
respond to the name “McCarthy.”)

Apartment Building, n. A means of extortion, the chief advan-
tage of which is that the sheep which fall victim to it are shorn by 
a shears known as “rent,” perhaps the most efficient means ever 
devised of obtaining money while performing no useful work. Fur-
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ther advantages are that the owner of the shears, the extortionist or 
“landlord,” runs absolutely no legal risk and does not even need to 
compel the sheep to submit to their monthly shearing, that function 
being performed at public expense by an enforcer known as the 
“county sheriff.”

Aphrodisiac, n. A stimulant of sexual desire. For most Americans, 
the aphrodisiac of choice is the rich, arousing odor of police and 
military boot leather.  See also “Tongue.”

Area 51, n. Site of the world’s worst proctology clinic. (with a tip of 
the tin foil hat to Michael Turner, who inspired this one)

Asshole, n. The most commonly employed word in American 
English. Frequently used by both sides in an argument, more often 
than not, accurately. 
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Arrogance, n. An unpleasant character trait that stands in stark 
contrast to the self-deprecation of those who label themselves 
“God’s people,” “the chosen,” “the elect,” “the redeemed,” “the 
saved,” or other suitably humble terms.

Arson, n. An indication of cash flow problems.

Artist, n. One to whom it is unwise to lend money.

Ass Kissing, ger.  See “How to Succeed in Business Without Really 
Trying.”

Assaulting an Officer, phr. The usual legal charge after your face 
assaults a nightstick. In its classic form, the charge results from an 
attack on six uninjured, beefy cops by an unarmed, 150-pound as-
sailant suffering bruises, abrasions, broken bones, and internal in-
juries. While such assaults are common, it remains a mystery as to 
why, invariably, the only witnesses to such attacks are the assaulted 
policemen. See also “Resisting Arrest,” “Reasonable Force,” and 
“Perjury.”

Astrology, n. 1) A convenient means of making a living for those 
otherwise unemployable, safer than loan sharking or prostitution, 
though not as prestigious; 2) According to its practitioners, a branch 
of science to which it is grossly unfair to apply the standards of sci-
ence.

Atheist, n. A person to be pitied in that he is unable to believe in 
things for which there is no evidence, and who has thus deprived 
himself of a convenient means of feeling superior to others.

Atomic Weapons, n. pl. Weapons of terror which have killed at 
least a quarter of a million people and given nightmares to whole 
generations of children. While some feel that the trillions of dol-
lars spent on these weapons and their delivery systems could have 
been better invested in education, housing, health care, population 
control, economic development, and feeding the hungry, it should 
be remembered that atomic weapons have kept the peace for over 
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seven decades—except in Afghanistan, Algeria, Angola, Armenia, 
Azerbaijan, Bosnia, Cambodia, Chad, Chechnya, Congo, Croatia, 
Cuba, Cyprus, East Timor, Egypt, El Salvador, Eritrea, Ethiopia, 
The Falklands, Grenada, Guatemala, Honduras, Hungary, India, 
Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Korea, Kosovo, Kurdistan, Kuwait, Laos, 
Lebanon, Libya, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Palestine, 
Panama, Rwanda, Saudi Arabia, Serbia, Somalia, Sudan, Syria, Ti-
bet, Vietnam, Western Sahara, Yemen . . .  (with apologies to a writer, 
whose name I’ve forgotten, who pointed this out in Freedom many years 
ago; and with a tip of the hat to Mick Berry, who suggested adding Detroit 
to the above list, which I declined to do so as not to belabor the obvious)

Attractive, adj. 1) Old, fat, bald, impotent — and incredibly 
wealthy. This, of course, refers only to those qualities most women 
find attractive. For most men, the attractive qualities run as follows: 
vain, frivolous, selfish, shrewish—and having a great rack. (Our 
apologies for the gratuitous crudity; we meant “having a great per-
sonality.”); 2) As used in personals ads by both men and women, 
“not hideous.”

ATV, n. A motorized offroad vehicle. The common assumption that 
the acronym stands for All Terrain Vehicle is, however, incorrect. 
ATV actually stands for Asshole Transport Vehicle. (apologies to our 
friends at The Gloo Factory who pointed this out on a bumper sticker ages 
ago; apologies also to the very few ATV riders who use them for work 
rather than for despoliation of the environment)

Automobile, n. For most women, a means of transportation. For 
most men, an indication of penis envy or, more charitably, a metal-
lic penis extension. 

Avenge, v. To prolong a conflict.

Average, adj. Of poor quality, as in “the average man” and “aver-
age IQ.” As George Carlin once put it, “Think about how stupid the 
average person is. Then realize that half of them are stupider than 
that.”


