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Pigott’s Political
Dynamite
Introduced by
MICHAEL FOOT

History repeals itself, first as tragedy, next as farce, said Karl
Marx in Iz famous passage in the Eighteenth Brumaire on the
faisity of historical analogies. +The warning is ¢-:~p:-4-1';¢f1'}- afiposile
!u-r!'.rr}' al a lime when the search for parallels from the past is
conducted more busily than ever before. We are told, for
mstance, that Britam stands alone against Hitler and  wifl
e';'a'rehmh'_r free a Continend wnited wunder one .rh.'.'."r.-u!r'.-.'m just as
she did in the days of Napoleon. William Piit's speeches have
even been reissucd in book forne with a foreword written .'J:,,- the

Prime Minister himself.

There is a faint, farcical (we hope), resemblance in the parallel.
Napaleon was the bastard child of the Revolution and his inheril.

dice gFave .'r'rn'ﬁ:' Jurfu.‘-!u.- 1o hus :‘r-rrtjrm'.ﬂ.'-'.

Williame Patt, who had already sold Ins vaguely liberal prin-
ciples in domestic politics te becowme a sycophant of the King,
now belicved that he could withstand the torrenital ideas pouring
across Europe by a miserable patclwvork of fendal armies, sup-

Ihr.-rh'd F:l_'r British subsidies.

Pitt, whose squalid, mean, comtorted mind reminds me
instantly of Mr. Chamberlain, sought Britain’s salvation in an
allignee with the King Carols and Colonel Becks of the day.
Because no political idea divecied the conduct of the war from
our stde it had lo be war by m:'ﬂ.'nr].' means alone and by profil
from .-"\-'.r:pu.l’:'ru:’.': errors. In the end after the ]I‘J.rra.llrr.u;::'rf agony
“the kings crept out again lo feel the sun”"  Pill's successors sel
their hands o the task of restoring the old world of 178 in all

ity immaculate dullness and misery.
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Britain might win this war against Nazism by military means
alone and through Hitler's blunders, It would be a long, hazar-
dous, bloody business. However we have the chance to do some-
thing different. Hitler's black despotism contains none of the truly
revolutionary purpose which inspired Napoleon's armies in the
carfjr years. Our own rulers, whatever charges may be made
against them, are forced by circumstances to take account of new
ideas which never had the faintest opporiunity of admittance to
the councils of William Pitt,  Pitt fought to make the world safe
for feudalism; he hated the Revolution as much as Napoleon,
He was never the leader uf a united people as myth has portrayed
him. He was a relentless reactionary at home as abroad,

Here are extracis from a brilliant piece of Left-Wing invective
published in the early days of the war against France. The
picture which the author gives of the British rulers who conducted
that war make even the most objectionable of our present rulers
appear paragons of enlightenment.  If any among the latter
believe that William Pitt should be their model, the business of
the Left must surely be to teach them differently.  If you object
to the idea of becoming a serf under the Nazis and if you believe
in the folly of conducting a war for liberalion on the Pitt method,
the only middle course must ml‘crij.l be to seek to gwe the war a
political direction which offers something better than a victorious
Waterloo some ten years hence. This is the immediate duty of
Socialists. A touch of the pamphlcteering skill displayed in this
baok might help us in the task.

* * * *®

According to the Dictionary of Natienal Biography, Charles Pigow, who
died in 1994, was an ardent champion of the French Revolution; published
in 1791 a reply to Burke. He issued anonymously in 1792 a History of the
Jockey Club and in 1794 a History of the Female Jockey Club, two scurrilous
pamphlets on London society, with which he seems to have been well
acquainted. He has also written Treachery No Crime and other works, He
died at Wearminster on June 24th, 1704, leaving a satire entitled A Political
Dictionary, which was published in 1795 and is now reprinted by Left
Forum,
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Pigot’s (1794) Definitions

Absurdity : Brunswick :

Mr, Pin's surplus  fund, * his (Lheke of) the victorious hero who
Majesty's civil-list, and the com- threatened to exterminate twenty-
bination of kings, to restore priest- five millions of people if they did
hood, aristocracy, and monarchy in oot submit 1o his arbitrary condi-
France, tions; and who, in less than a fort-
Abuse: night alterwards, was completely

The different povernments  of romted and put to Highe by a few
Europe: privileged orders; church volunteers of the above people.
establishments. Cerringn ;

Adam : The only argument of convictien

The only mean of his time, a troe to despots,

Sans Culottes, and the first revolu- Chariiy
tiomist. Enormuos contributions fur
Advantage: French rebels; an utter neglect of

The evacuation of Toulon; the aus WD .
retreat from Dunkirk; the French Chastely (veriu wmegue):
irlamphant masters of the sca; and Oueen Charlotte.

Earl Moira's expedition to the coast Chureh :
of Brittany. A patent for hypocrisy; the refuge
America: of sloth, ignorance and superstition,

A bright and immortal example the corner-stone of tyranny.

to all colonics _g'ﬂ,h.'mi.ng under a, Citizen:"

foreign yoke, proving the invincible
energy and virtue of Freedom, and
enjoying a state of prosperity, since
she has thrown of her dependence
on Great Britain, hitherto unknown
in the nations of Eurape.

The moxt lhonourable of tites;
the defin‘tion of a virtuous man.
Coalition

An unton of arties, wheen mdsnn-
poly on either side is impossible
and when ihe principle itself s
4 mﬂ'm:_m_dnr; . threatened, 1o defend and divide the

A privileged spy; a genuine repre. lonves and fishes.

T Company (East India):

Argument: i Chartered  robbers,  licensed
Pmclam:!!-:m. manifestos, New- murderers, sending  out  military
gate, fine, pillory, Boteny Hay. ruffians to conguer, plunder, and
Aristocral - desolate the remotest countries,
A fool, or scoundrel, generally Confidence :

both: a monster of rapacity, and an

A word employed by statesmen
cnemy of mankind. s thilr

in order to preserve their power and

Army [standing): enslave a nation to their yoke.
An engine employed in mon- Conlraciors :

archies by  which nations are A set of men who are known to
‘:ﬂ’!a"‘:"- Dalrymple “h"'f"'“ that live in luxury on the plunder of
“slavery follows a standing army the ignorant, the innocent, and the
a8 sure as the shadow follows the helpless: upon that part of the
body.™ community which stands most in
Bishop: need of and best deserves the care

A wolf in sheep’s clothing. and protection of the legislature.
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In all Ministerial confracts it is
never a question of making a
profitable bargain for the public;
the only object is to enrich the
CONTRACTOR, who is always a
crealure of the Minister. Brook
Watson, cie., ¢l

Conltrail:

The invincible ardour, the inde-
pendent  spirit of a FRENCH
REPUBLICAN; the mme servility,
the fawning sycophancy of Brorsh
cotirtter; the RIGHTS OF MAKN, by
THOMAS PAINE; the lilrel an the
human race by the Right Honour-
able Edmund Burke; the manifestos
of tyramts, the answers of freemen,
the fmpudent asseriions of Gren-
ville or Mansficld; the IRRESIS-
TIBLE TRUTHS of STANHOPE;
a convention of the people, a parlia-
ment of aristocracy.

Corporalion

An infamous relic of the ancient
fewdal system; a tyrannical, exclu-
sive monopoly, penerally consisting
of gluttons, idiots, and oppressors;
brutes in & human form,
Corrupion :

“The oil which makes the whoeels
of Government go well.”

Courtier

Duke of Montrose, Lords Chester-
ficld, Elgin, Sydney, Rivers, Onslow,
ere., elf., a sveophant.

Court :

The dunghill thar breeds the
above verming the focus that con-
sumes the industry and labour of
the people.  Halifax, himself a
courtier, styles it a den of well-fed,
well-dressed beggars,

Crogn =

A jewel that dazeles the eye of
the wulgar by i extrinsic
splendour; the gewgaw and pagean-
try which it displays reconciles the
nation to a bauble which costs a
million annually to support, dreained
from the virtue of industry and the
sweat of labour. Partial splendour,
public calamity.

Delusion
The ruling principle and last
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surviving hope of the British
Cabiner.

Democra

One who maintains the rights of
the people; an enemy o privileged
orders and  all monarchical en-
croachments, the advocate of peace,
cconomy, and reform.  Aristotle
affirms  that  liberty  can never
fourish  out  of =2 democracy.
Montesquicu calls it the nursery of
virme.

Pisconieng {_pl;lpqﬂmj,

In the aristocratic, dictionary,
sedition.  When people, vexed and
goaded by oppression, cxpress dise
comfent,  arisiocracy  deems b
sedition.  The  judges tell them
they have mo right to complain
things cannot be beoer, and the law
finally condemns them 1o the
pillory, fine, and two years" con-
finement in one of his Majesty's
Rastilles, there to learn patlence,
resignation, and submission. The
word will alse admit of another
constrisction.  “When |:II:lI:IIIEiI|' lis-
ventents have boen very prevalent,
it may safely be affirmed that there
has been something amiss in the
consiitution or in the conduct of
Government.”  Burke's Thoughts
on the Case of the Present Discon-
tents.  Mr. Burke's opinion  has
since undergone a complete revalu-
Lie.

Thisappointmeni :

i Ho_'udf DPrunbard Hero r.'ll'.-ril'lg
the sicge of that place, reduced o
the necessity of leaving his artillery
behind, and of saving himsell by
a precipitated flight; the evacuation
of Toulon, and the recovery of King
George 1L in the vear 178g,
Divinity:

The Beneh of Bishops aniformly
voting in their capacity as legisla-
tors against the maxims of the
gospel, in sapport of  war  and
extermination,

Emigramt (English):

One who, like Dr. Priestly or
Thomas Cooper, is compelled to fly
from persecution and  explore

liberty in a far distant land, prob-
ably America, the States of Europe,
for the most part, France excepted,
being rank despotisms, The lake
dreadful  punishments that have
been inflicted under the sanction of
a Government calling fiself free;
the restrictions imposed upon citi-
zens,  the intolerable and sl
increasing taxes, the foreign armies
that have been landed, and the
military barracks erected through-
out the country have produced an
extraordinary effect on the public
mind, and threaten such an emigra-
tion as ought to create the most
seripus apprehensions.  When Mr,
Pitt was called into prower, $
death warrant of Old Engla
remaining libertics, and, with them,
of her preatness, was signed, [o
WETE preposterous (o suppose, when-
cver  peace  shall be  established,
that industry and labour will devaore
their services 1w an old, exhausted,
worn-out system, working its own
dissoluticn, and which is only pre-
served in its present rotlen state
by an immensity of impost that
robs the virtues by which alone it
is kept from mortification; while
new constitutions, UNTAXED, with
every advantage of climate and all
the irresistible charms of Freedom
shall invite them to cmigration.
England, thy sun is ser,

Eniigrant {French):

One  who  flies  his  country
struggling for freedom, and becomes
its enemy; whe enlists under a
foreign banner to fight against it
One who labours by treason and
massacre o revive that  ancient
despotism  under which so many
milliens of victims were bhorn with-
out  hope and perished through
wantl, but under which he himself
enjoved all the milk and honey of
the land.

Eﬂ!m}l fmﬂumn;

National  enmities  have |heen
alwavs produced and encouraged by
kingly and priestly policy, The
wolf s the matural ememy of the
lamb; the vulture of the dove. By
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instinct they are so. They muse
frve; but one people can never be
the matural enemy of another;
unless we consider mankind in the
same savage light as the vuolture
and the wolf. A nation is no more
than . member of that large family,
the human race, and can only
flourish  in  proportion  with  the
felicity and welfare of the whole.
What greater absurdity can  be
imagined than that a people who
owe all their prosperity 1o com-
merce, that is w say, to their
connections  with  other  people,
should call themselves the naturad
enemy of this or that people, and,
indeed, of everything that is nat
confined within their own circle!
Is it mot evident that this abomin-
able prejudice is kept up by a gang
of  plunderers and  menapolisers,
under protection of CHURCH and
STATE, who find their advantage
and emolument in it?
Enguiry

According o the modern con-
struction, signifies sedition, In the
old English dictionary it was held
a  CONSTITUTIONAL  PRIVI-

LEGE, derived from MAGNA
CHARTA and the BILL OF

RIGHTS, for the pesple to enqguire
into  the conduct of kings or
ministers, and into the errors of
their government; but all things
now seeinm in a state of revolution,
e, :I"I:'ﬂl'l:llll'lu to Alr. Pitt's new
code, which is implicitly adopted
by all the legal courts through the
three  kingdoms, enguiry implies
dislayalty, sedition, or treason, and
they who are audacions enough 1o
claim this ancient absolete privileps
cxpose themselves to the penalties
of fine, pillory, or imprisonment,
and if in Scotland, of transportation
for fourteen wvears to BOTANY
BAY. The people, however, begin
o murmur at the revelution that
the word has undergone and to
think this is not altogether a FREE
COUNTRY,.
Enterprize:

In the alarmist vocabulary, signi-



fics  cverything  morally  and
physically impossible; equal  wis-
dom, equal strength, equal wealth,
£0C., elc, but equality fruly signifies,
both in France and England, as
well as everywhere else, "EQUAL
RIGHTS,” a RIGHT of every citi-
zen, not disqualified by nature or
by crime, to the protection and
benefits of society; a right of voting
for the clection of those who are
1o make laws by which his liberty,
his property, and his life are
affected, and an equal right of
exerting to advantage the genius
and alents which he may possess—
the equal rights of nature,
Famyne:

For the existence of this word we
are indebied o the magnanimous
exploits of CONQUERORS and
KINGS. It is generally applied in
an extensive sense, sigaifving whole
nations or provinces reduced to a
want of the necessary articles of
life; a general scarcity. Indulgent
nature  had  liberally  provided,
throughout the world, everything
requisite for the sustenance and
use of its inhabimants; and it i
anly by an ungrateful abuse of her
liberality, by a departure from her
mild amd equal system, that man
is brecome his own tormentor.
Fashion :

Whatever custom prevails
amongst the great, whatever mode
of dress, particular idiom of expres-
sion, or camt word, is by them
emploved, we style Fashion: and,
in gencral, no matter how con-
temptible, mischievous, or un-
natural, we are eager to adopt and
practise the absurdity.

Foal:

It was once the fashion in
FEuropean courts to keep a fool for
the diversion of Kings. A fool is
not at present specifically mentioned
in our civil lise, although we all
know that it is clogged with many
fools, for whose follies and prodi-
galities John Bull is foalish enough
to pay most extravagantly, while he
himself is hardly indulged with a
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maorsel of bread o alLa}r his hl.lﬂ.gﬂ'.
The old custom of retaining a foel
and jester is not altogether chsolete
at the British court. Quick, the low
comedian, and the Earl of C—st—I1d
are two distinguished favourites
and companions of our wise Mon-
arch G—ge IIL

Garter (Order of the):

The pride of modern nation con-
verts even the plaything of an
infant into an object of glory and
emulation. The English triumph-
antly boast that their Kings never
wore any foreign order, while many
foreign kinmgs and eight emperors
have been decorated with the

RTER. Virtuous exultationl
ut the free nations of antiquity
were not vain of the wvanay of
others., The Greek and Roman
commonwealths  fixed their affec-
tions on different objects, We have
in England right honourable and
noble Garters of various colowrs;
but the blue, which, by way of
preference we call THE GARTER,
is reckoned the prettiest; and my
Ford will at any time give up the
green or the red to ger at the Bue,
which makes him the happiest of
men, and is considered by this
GREAT MATION as the ultimatum
of greatness: if, therefore, he be
not speedily presented  with 2
ribband for his neck, of a coarser
EraiR, We may cxpoct to see our
heauen-born Minister invested with
THE GARTER. In either case he
will be exalted.
Gracious :

Proud, insolent, false, and con-
temptible,
Greatness:

In iz primitive sense, liberty,
valour, honour, virtue, and benevo-

lence; at  present,  drunkenmness,
tyranny, extortion, teeachery, and
:rmgnnct.

Guess:

How Pinn will be able to get
through the present war.
[HTLE

An engine of destruction; so
heavy that a2 man in England can’t

carry it for less than a hundred a
Vear.

To guzzle:

A ministerial and  aldermanic
recreation.

Hell:

A plece of torment; where there
is neither liberty of speech nor
liberty of thought, nor liberty of
action; where men can be im-
priscued at the will of a minister.
without ever being brought to trial:
where the rich exult and riot ar the
expense of the poor; where vice
rinmphs, profligney  prevails, and
war, taxes, and desolation are cop-
solations of the people.

Hemp:

A plant with which they make
ropes. Never did the cultivation of
lewmfe deserve more chCourgement
than in the vear of our Lord 1504,
when  the horrible  crimes  of
aristocracy seem te be preparing
punishments that will require a vast
consumption of the above salutary
vegetable. The guifoline is not vet
introduced into England,
Hll.i.fcln'ngmp\flrr:

Historian paid to conceal THE
TRUTH. It seems the ancient
despots  had  meglected this pre-
cantion, to sive their memory from
the judgment of posterity. It is
notl requisite to. unite the qualities
of TACITUS 1o be a modern
historiographer, but those of Dr.
Johnson, Arthur Young, enc., etc.
Ta illwminare:

To darken the human under-
standing by every possible artifice.
Thus the ministerial newspapers of
the present time may be said to
illuminate the public.

Tmmediately:

In ministerial language, signifies
some years hence, or perhaps never,
Frmuminent ;

The dangers which threaten
aristocracy.

Tntrrtaderate :

The national debt, taxes, tithes,
and aristocratic insolence,
Tmpertineni:

To pass a lord without bewing,
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or to look at ministers with a smile.
Impassibility :

For an Englishman to get promo-
tiom on the merc score of merir,
without interest,

Importance :

A few wvards of ribband strun
across the shoulders. 4
fmpress;

To take a man by force from his
cwn home and the bosom of his
family, and compel him o fight for
his King and Country.
Tmprisonment ;

Ministerial  argument, or an
answer o all complaints,

Juestice:

Ohsolete,
Knight :

A strange sort of an animal inte
which the King sometimes trans-
forms 2 man: thus, Sir Watkin
Lews,. Sir James Saunderson, Sir
Jeffery Dunstand, and Sir Sidney
Smith are knights,

Knowimg :

Is applicd w being acquained
with every species of aristocratic
foppery and vice,

Labaur:

The occupation of the Swinish
Multitude, who are kept to it twelve
hours a day, though it can hardly
procure  subsistence for wife amd
family, as considering the present
ENOFMONS  [axes, six or seven
shillings a week is scarce sufficient
o provide bread for one.

To Lavish:

To spend money like a prince at
the national expense.
Lot :

A very  expensive  commodity,
rather more advantageous o the
rich and prosperous than to the
poor and wretched,

Loyalty (frue):

Extends to one country as well as
to the prince; and to oppose tyranny
i no breach of layelty, but an
essential branch of it
Luxury:

Profusion, debauchery; Carlton-
House.




TOPIC OF THE MONTH

The Discussion on “Can
Britain Organise Europe ?”

In the December, 1940, issue of LEFT we published an article by
“Continental” Can Britain Organise Europe: This has evoked
widespread discussion and has been generally acclaimed a most
important contribution. We briefly reiterate “Continental’s”
argument.

1. As Britain is vitally interested in the future of Europe, if only
for reasons of security, an alternative to Hitler's New Order is
clearly necessary. But Britain cannot plan and organise a
European Federation alone, nor can she build up a system of
alliances which would oblige her to police the Continent per-
manently. .

z. Britain's participation in a European system of collective
security could K as energy saving if (1) it did not involve a one-
sided economic orientation and if (2) it was built not just on pious
federal ideas, but on the previous liquidation of the major Lactors
of Continental national strife.

3. These conditions of a workable federation can only be ful-
filled as a result of a series of national and social revolutions of
differcnt types, according to the siage of development and the
actual situation of the different European countries. The revolu-
tionary forces are there and will explode onee the machine of
oppression eracks. )

4 But if this revolutionary Europe emerges, the |_:1Iit:u:!1u: of
Britain will be enormous, not only as the strongest single factor
in its security system, but also as the indispensable mf_-d.im:ﬂ!‘ 1o
the outside world. For Europe was never a scll-sufficient
cconomic unit, and after the devastation of war 1t will be
dependent, throughout the years r_-fl mconstructi:!n. orn GHCvsi:}cd
supplies from overseas, id est primarily from the l-.nghs]\aspmklng
world. Whether a revolutionary Continent of Socialist and semi-
Socialist countries will ger this indispensable aid from a still
capitalist world will largely depend on the artitude and the
strength of the British Labour Movement, : :

We publish now a number of discussion articles representing
views of both Continental and British Socialists and we hope to
bring a further two important articles in the March issue of LeFr.

This month twe print three representative views of Continental
Socialists. Next month we shall have British Socialists present-
ing their views and later those of the Colonial and American Left.
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CONTRIBUTOR Me. | is LUIS ARAQUISTAIN,
a leading Spanish Socialist and Ambassador of the
Republic to FRAMCE ~— He says

Britain Can and

Must Do It
> *

Tue future of Furope will be not only what the British think
and want it to be, but also what other Europeans may wish, anid
if the Eumi)filmc of the Contnent fail in their vision, all the oo
faith and intellectual keenness that the Britsh may apply to the
prnh]-‘.-m will he doomed o !1:1]1»':]4:35 frustration.

HITLER'S ARGUMENT

"Continental” claims repeatedly the need for all of us to be
realists.  But he forgets some important realitics.  He forgers
what the cconomic interests of Britain in Europe have been.
He says, “While the Empire and its communications are intacr,
no economic order in Europe is likely to do decisive damage to
British economy.” He forgets that Hitler has heen using con-
IUI'IUCIU-HJ}' this same argument—thar Britain has no cconomic
interests on the Continent, that she has enough markets in her
Empire.

"

To show thar this argument is not true, I shall quote a few

figrures : 3

In 1g37—the last vear of an economic nermality in Eurompe—

the imports of Great Britain amounted o [1027824000 and the

CXPOTLS DO Ej"i.i-.jgl.mm (to which should be added LFE,!M,HDO as

re-exports).  In those amounts the proportion of the trade between

the British countries was 30.43 per cent. for the imports and 48.32

per cent for the exports. The proportion of the trade with the

foreign countries was 60.57 per cent. for the imports and 5168

per cent, for the exports, and that of the tade with European

countries alone was jo.43 per cent. for the imports and jooz per
cent. for the exports, (Sec The Statesman’s Year Rook, 1919.)

'I‘_his means that the trade of Britain with Europe was nearly
a third of her total trade. To this we must add the Bridish
capital invested in Furope: a huge sum of many hundred million
pounds.
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It cannot therefore be said that the economic interests of
Britain in Europe are far from being vital. The total loss of the
LEuropean markets, as Hitler intends, would entail the ruin of a
great part of British economy. The consequence would be dis-
astrous also to the economies of all the American countries:
Britain is their best marker, and also because of the trading
restrictions  which  Germany would impose on the whole
European Continent should she emerge victorious from the war,
The cconomic decadence of Britain and America would drive
them to Fascism, as it has driven Germany and Italy, and as it
drove the Hellenistic world o the tvrannies of the fourth and
third centuries before our era, Therefore one of the main atms
of the war, perhaps the main one, is to preserve and strengthen
the present cconamic standdard of the nations designe;f as demo-
cracies. Only in this way con their political régimes be saved
and later I'lra.‘l,':'ﬂﬂp:'f.l’ fa .iu'g.ilrr de!;rﬂ'cs uf f:rrfﬂc.rinn.

SOCIALISTS LIKE CAESAR

Some Socialists, who, like Caesar, want c\':‘r:."lhing or no:l:]ing.
arc indifferent to the fate of the capitalist democracies.  Bur
hi.smr:.r il:u:xurahl:.r confronts us with her own 11r{|hh:m5. without
paying much attention 1o the solutions which we nicely pull our
of our wishful Lhinkiup‘ heads. and the ]'lun:p:;au and  waorld
dilemma to-day, whether we like it or not. is nor Capitalism or
Socialism, but relatvely democratic capitalism or absolutely
despotic eapitalism. This is the dilemma that is being imposed
on us h}' the war and we have to choose between the two terms-—
the indifference of the dectrinaire helps only the absolutism.

To deny or 1o ignore these realities is 1o forger, oo, the
economic background of this war. Thar background shows that
the political structure of Europe did no longer correspond to its
cconomic necessity,  This necessity demands the unification of
the Eump-ean CCONOMIC system.  Brifain needs that wnification
as wmuch as any Ewropean country. It iz a gross mistake o
believe that she has enough with lI)i{: markets of her Empire, of
America and Asia.  She badly needs Europe.

Fascism, too, cannot rely on colonies—their development is
slow and their orofit problematic—and it secks therefore the
extension of the home market. Its ideal in the case of Europe
is to create one market of the entire Continent; to transform
the cconomic systems of all its countries; o suppress by force
or by competition all artificial and parasitic in!fustries and wo
intensify the production of such materials and goods as are most
suitable to the natural wealth of each land.
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This economic unification of Europe is neither bad nor good
by itself. It will be either good or bad according to its means and
its ends,  The means of the totalitarian States are before our
eyes—to restore a servile economic system like that of the old
Asiatic and Incaic empires, destroying the independence of the
rouplc and the libertics of men. The ends are not ver visible,
but already through the fog of Nazi pseudo-ideologics, we see a
glimmer of what they would be—a Herrenvollk or a nation of
masters which by a prewended right of a pretended - racial
superiority and by the force of arms is trying to impose its
despotism first on this Continent and later on the others,

FEDERAL SUCCESS RARE IN HISTORY

That would be the fate and the “new order” of Europe after
a German victory. Bur if Germany is defeated, then we have
these alternatives—cither, as “Continental” suggests,  Britain
would leave 1o Europe the sk of administering the Brivsh
v':ctnr!.r as its people would like, without any other British inter-
vention than that of protwecting with her Fleer the new revolu-
tionary order of Europe against any possible interference from
overseas;—or that the new Europe should be organised under the
leadership of Britain according to similar principles which regu-
late the Bridsh Commonwealth of Natons in order to harmonize
what nn]:.r on very rare OCGESIONS In histqr}' has been sut_'r_':.:ﬁsru]l}'
realised : the freedom of various States and their citizens, and
their permanent union in a federal organisation. (Edward Free-
man only recognised four great historical examples of federal
government—the Achaean League, the Swiss Cantons, the Unived
Provinces of the Netherlands, and the United States of America.
Sec his History of Federal Government, more actual now than
when it was first published in 1363

The first solution has its dangers. Because there is a third
probability.  Once Germany is defeated and Britain is standing
aloof from the European wasp's nest, does “Continental” believe
that the peoples of Europe will have nothing else to do but
jovously to promote the badly-needed national revolutions and
tardidly to prepare the cconomic unity of the Continent? If he
expects only thar, I am afraid his surprise will be grear and not
very pleasant,

Let us have no doubts about this—over a Germany dislocated
by defeat and over an Eurepe shaken by revolution a third
uncalled-for umpire would silently advance like a thicf in the
night to take his spoils of an unfought war. 1 mean the Soviet
mammoth, who now reserves and accumulates his more or less
neutral forces just for that eritical moment. Russia would step
over the Central Europe and the Balkans. She to cherishes
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the wishful dream to dominate and exploit the Continent, wip-
ing out nationalities and individual liberties, not, like the Nazi
Germany, in name of a racial myth, but in name of a pseudo-
Socialist fable and for the exclusive benefit of a party.  And who
could again save Europe from that new invasion but Britain?

This interests, I think, Britain as much as the Continent. She
needs the markets of a Europe economically unificd and politic-
ally free as much as a Europe under the yoke of the Nazi arms
needs the British forces. If you leave out this economic reality
—interwoven, of course, with the pelitcal reality—all our theories
and hopes will fall into a phantasmagoric utopia Europe needs
the armed forces of Britain in peace as much as now in war.
Nobody is justified to fear her power—it is enough to see how she
uses it in her Dominions.

PLATONIC REVOLUTION

I do not believe, like “Continental,” that Britain has to
organise European revolutions only to win the war and platonic-
ally wlerate them later. These revolutions, oo, will compel
Britain's interest.  The reason for this is that the atest
obstacle to a Europe politically free and economically unified will
certanly come from those bourgeoisies who in the past ook
advantage of the national movements to found, in their own
interest and often against the interest of their peoples, artificial
economic systems that had no rational hasis and brought about
the anarchic atomisation of the Continental production and
finally two great wars. The main aim of the next European
revolutions will be to sweep away this national particularism in
order to adjust the economic unity of Europe.

This is the interest of all the European peoples, as only in
this way can they become masters of their political régimes. On
the other hand, it is the interest of Britain and America not only
to tolerate but to promote a Socialist Europe, or at least, 1o begin
with, a Socialist Germany and perhagps a half Socialist France and
Italy. This would wind up old historical rivalries, and would
remove for ever from power the waditional oligarchic classes bred
for hatred and aggression. It would lift to power the classes most
interested in a free and economically unified Continent. and
improve their social conditions, This will eliminate the economic
basis of Fascism all over the world,

INCORRUPTIBLE HISTORY

Yes, let us be realists, i.e., let us not fear to look at the bottom
of the incorruptible historical facts, and let us neither fear 1o
call things by their names. The first aim is to save democracies,
in spite of all their limitations and deficiencies, because the enly
inescapable alternative to rthar is a most brutal despotism, to
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which everything is preferable, even death.  And not only demo-
cracies must be saved, but politically and economically invigor-
ated, as only in that way will they survive. If the democracies
on both sides of the Atlantic are saved and strengthened, then
Fascism will be avoided even alter its defeat—because the dangers
of its resurrection will not so soon disappear,

This is the mission of Britain, of her thinkers, of her states-
men, of her captains of industry, of her workers, of her sailors,
of her soldicrs, of the whole nation. (Her social and political
future is not my business, it is the business of her own people.
As a European, I dare only to speak of the desirable Britain's
relations with Europe) And don’t let us be frightened by the
right word—the Greeks used 1o call it hegemony, which does not
mean domination, but guide or presidency. Not the hegemony
of Macedonia, which was the Prussia of Greece, as Germany is
to-day the Macedonia of Furope, and some German historians,
as Droysen, admit the parallel and are proud of it.  That hege-
mony was an Asiatic despotism, as the Nazi one. We may think
of a hegemony like that of Athens at a time and like what could
have been, and ought to have been, that of Rome at the begin-
ning of the second century before our era.

THE ROME OF TO-DAY

Let us hope that the Rome of to-day—which is no longer
in the Mediterranean but in the Atlantic — will be more en-
lightened and intelligent than the ancient one, although she
sometimes suffers from the same hesitations, the same ignorance
and the same apathy in regard 1o the European world as the old
one suffered in regard to the Greeks. But the Europeans them-
selves ought not to foster these insular shortcomings, especially
when the hour strikes for the. peace for which Britain and
all her friends are striving. The good hegemon, the guide
voluntarily accepted, needs the political and intellectual co-
operation of his fowre confederates.  Amongst free men and
I‘-L'ﬁ].’:lh.:s the h:,:Er:rnnn!.r dissolves itsell at the end in a mere demo-
cratic function. Only so, will Europe be able 1o emerge from the
chaos in which she writhes to-day, and only then this war will
have been something more than another immense bath of blood.
—

. DO YOU KNOW THAT
An exposure of Finance and Financiers,
Rats ! is the next choice of the Left Book Club.
You can get full particulars of this and forthcoming books from
THE -SOCIALIST BOOKSHOP,
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CONTRIBUTOR Mo, 2 is WENZEL JAKSCH
London Representative of the SUDETEN-GERMAMN
SOCIAL-DEMOCRATS He says

We Need New Forms
of Radicalism

x* *

Dear Comrade,

I think the article “Can Britain Organise Europe?” in the
Januwary “Left” a very valuable conwribution to the Socialist
discussion on issues of war and peace. In commenting on it [
merely wish to emphasise mgjaj':]l:rm'al of the author's §homugh
realism. It is our duty as Socialists to develop a new form of
radicalism, the radicalism not of revolutionary doctrinarism, but
of full realisation of the European realities with which we shall
be faced afver the overthrow of the great di{_"l..'tlul"!iliiils. We shall
have to bear in mind the fact that the Furopean counter-
revolution originated in two countries which had embarked upon
radical experiments that were in flagrant contradiction with the
historical, geographical, and economic realities, from Hungary
and Bavaria. th. the Socialists, shall not only have o achieve
a revolution, but to prevent the Fi{:tnr}‘ of a new wave of counter-
revolution. Though bleeding from a  thousand wounds,
demaoralised and l:{_':mﬂnlicall}r ﬁimga_nimd_ l'lumpr.:, afrer pevire
trials, will find a way out of her present state and will again have
to steer the course of pmgn:sai?e evolution.

I do not, therefore, believe in that paper radicalism which
proclaims a “Socialist Europe” as the immediate post-war aim
withour giving much thought 1o the realities of power politics in
Europe and the world, Our immediate task is that of liberation.
First of all, the military power of Great Britain, allied with the
anti-totalitarian forces on the Continent, must break Hitler's
and Mussolini's totalitarian machineries. The more efficient the
c?opcrntinh of these two factors, the surer and sooner will the
aim be achieved. In the European revelution thar will ensue we
shall in the first instance have to fight 1o secure the victory of
the constructive forces, ;

As a cpn:.tm:-:ir:: force of the first importance I consider a
free and independent Labour Movement renewed throughout
the Continent.  But the workers alone cannot reorganise Europe.
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They need conracts with all moral forces that are sill intaet,
as [, with those religious forees that are not discredited by
their conduct in the period of totalitarianism. They must come
to terms with the masses of the peasants provided they are willing
to make a contribution to the organisation of peace and social
securitv.  Nor should those elements of the middle classes and
the intelligentsia who have been definitively cured of their
sympathies for the “Fiihrer” principle, be excluded, if the forces
of counter-revolution the military caste, the big landowners, the
financial and industrial magnates) are o be cut off from any
potential mass basis. ’

Labour will thus have a larger or smaller share in the exercise
of power in the different countries, according to the social strue-
ture of the respective connery.  If the Labour Movement is 10
steer clear of short-term dictatorial :rx!mri:m:nts that would only
pave the way for a counter-revolution, it will have 1o pursue a
Pﬂlil‘ of alliances both bold and clastic. ' We must strive for the
establishment of a cu-operative order after this war, an order based
on the solid foundation of a democratic federal system and offer-
ing the best possible chances for the evolution towards Secialism.

s
By these few remarks I wished to point out that the main
conclusions of the article, “Can Britain Organise Europe?” seem
to me to be perfectly in line with the principles of Socialist post-
war strategy. Although I foresee a great future for the Brish
Labour Movement, I would prefer, on the day of armistice, not
to sec it faced with the dilemma: Socialist revolution or
nationalist-militarist counter-revolution on the Continent. A
Great Britain which the antagonism with regard to the post-war
reconstruction of Europe would have divided into two stron
haostile camps would unllj.r further the chances of the third possi-
bility: chaos. And chaos would give birth to new dictatorships.

What we expect from Grear Britain after this war, both in her
and in our interest, is support of all constructive forces on the
Continent.  She is sure to be backed in this enterprise by USA.
anel h:r' the Dominions. Onee the i:|!ll1_E_|"'¢.'l' of chaos 1= overcome
and the foundations are laid for a federal peace seutlement, we
shall all—each in his {'mm[l':.', }r{:t 1:}' the closest ]::Jseﬁhh: 1nter-
national co-operation—strive and struggle for a maximum of
socialist fulfilment in our time. ?r'l}' confidence in the future of
democratic Socialism iz so great that I do not think it necessary
to proclaim it as a particular war aim. It will grow from the
desire of the freed nations for peace and social security. What
we are called upon to achieve is a national as well as inernational
system of democracy apt to further the welfare of peoples and the
social and cultural rise of the masees,

London, January 1ith, 1g41. WenzEL Jakscr.
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CONTRIBUTOR Ne. 3 is HANS ROCKER
A great authority on Central Europe——He discusses

Britain’s Role in the

European Revolution
* *

Tue European Revolution will emerge from a series of revolutions;
revolutions which at first will be as different from cach other as
the countries in which they will happen. But these differences are
only one side of the Piuu.re. The other, very imporiant side will
be the tendency of all these revolutionary developments to seek a
common level.” Already to-day a numbeg of common factors are
visible and it seems to me important to emphasise these more fully
than “Continental” has done in the December, 1940, issue of Lerr.

The revelutionary movements in all Continental lands will have
to battle against one and the same fascist power. To this extent
the various revolutions in Eurape will have the same goal: 10 over-
throw fascist domination in Furope, The purpose of these
revolutions will be identical : freedom, national and political, safe-
gi.ﬂrding peace, and cconomic and social security,

T'he small European peoples have now learnt from bitter
experience that they cannot by their own strength alone maintain
either peace or freedom. Particularly in central Europe where
large . populations live in economic” backwardness within the
narrow artificial boundaries which are made worse by the urge
of technical advance. This has led to mutual berraval; to the
destruction of these States one after another by the expanding
German Fascist Imperialism. 3

S0 we lived 10 sce the end of the periml of 1918 1o 1938 which
began with the proclamation of nanonal self-determination and
ended with its destruction among the peoples of Europe. Now
they have learnt that there is no safety in any land bordered by a
fascist State. They have learnt that any national democratic
revolution in any one part of Europe will be choked at birth by its
reactionary neighbour who will not hesitate to organise and back
the counter-revolution, And from this the people of Europe will
learn that even the national freedom will be won only if they make
common cause with their neighbouring common folk. 1In this
way the destruction of the nanonal States in Europe together with
their oppression by German Fascist Imperialism becomes the first
conscious premise for the truly European revolution,
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The rule of Fascism, it is true, produces also counter-tendencies,
The ruling power is German; Fascism is forced upon Europe by
the German armies. The oppressed peoples batthng against the
dominating Fascism will haui- against the German Fascism. In
this way the struggle for freedom in Europe will appear as a
struggle for liberation from the German yoke. The German
Fascist rule thus leads to the crescendo of hate of Germany and a
revival of extreme nationalism in Europe.

The “Democratic Imperialists” may be tempted to limit the
coming revolutions in Europe (which must follow or accompany a
defeat of Hitler) to a purely national liberation with the aid of
conscrvative and reactionary allies in the countrics concerned.
Something on the lines of the States ereated at Versailles might be
re-imposed. This process may be aided by the haweds let loose
by the Nazis. With the restoration of anything similar to the
old State system in Europe it would again hecome impossible 1o
solve the problems of Europe peacefully. It simply cannot be
restored.

But it is altogether wrong to leave out of our reckoning the
decisive role which the working classes will play in the anti-
Fascist revolutions in Central and Western I".l:ln.r[.‘:le. 'l_ht.':.-' will be
least affected by purely national consideration. They will have
least forgotien how theé patriotic and nationalist upper classes on
the Continent had sold their countries or forced them o capitulate
before Hitler. These workers know how to value the democratic
and freedom-loving asseverations of their bourgeoisie.

These memeories will become active political factors once
Fascist rule begins to wobble. These workers will assuredly seck
to safeguard their national and democratic rights in such a
manner that no monopelist or Junker beaurcaucratic or military
clique will be in a position to destroy them through counter-
H,:'I."[!lllltllt:l'l'l.'l'l'}' COUps or T,hruugh P{Jilticaj and miliur:.r trcachcr:,'.

NON-INTERYENTION 15 NOT ENOUGH

In this battle to safeguard their achievements revolutionary
democracy will seek the aid of its neighbours. This revelutionary
process will show more clearly than anything clse to the peoples of
Europe that their fate is imextricably bound to each other,
geographically, economically and technically, and that theirs is a
common European aim, The common level will co-ordinate the
varying stages of national revolution. The natonal revolution
against the domination of Fascist Imperialism will have to
become the European revolution if it is to triumph, or if it fails to
do this, it will again be defeated as it was at the end of the last war,

It is true—as “Continental” savs—that it is not the role of Britain
to organise the European revolution and to give unto itsclf the

st of leader. But is it enough if Britain only assures the
E::mpcan revolution of unspecified help and non-intervention? In
the future this may mean a lot—but at present it is not enough,
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_ At present certain influential circles in Britain are strongly back-
in aservative and reactionary emigres who played a con-
siderable role in helping the Nazis into power and who count now
for nothing in their own countries. These right wing circles have
been encouraged in their effort to regain their o positions in
their countries and to replace the Hitler dictatorship by a some-
what milder and more gentlemanly dictatorship, ’

It cannot be gainsaid that all promises that there shall be no
counter-revolutionary intervention in Europe will be suspect so
long as these reactionary circles are encouraged and supported
because they can only be brought back to power in their land with
the aid of a counter-revolutionary army of intervention. So lon
as preference is given also to paid agents instead of straight-
forward political alliances with the real forces jn the democratic
reformation of Europe, any concentration of the German -::pp‘l:lsi-
tion and co-operation among the various national emigrations will
remain a serious difficulty. “And so long as this happens certain
Lefe Wing circles and some Socialists in cmigration will think it
inopportune to demand and propagate the European revolution
because it is neither desired nor popular in the ruling circles of
democratic Britain, ]

British Imperialism is achicving amazing results in order to
bnnﬁ German Fascism to fall, but British Democracy could do
much more w0 shorten the war and 1o win the peace if it would
fully support the forces of European revolution-and encourage the
creation of a unified and Democratic Europe. British Democrac
and particularly the Labour Movement will have to deal realisti.
cally with the suppressed—but existing—forces of the European
;f:;.';:-lunmn. Their democratic representatives in exile muh‘Er be
01; vrﬁf;—i::fted and must be considered as cqual partners and allies

A courageous and progressive foreign policy vis-a-vis the
oppressed peoples of Europe will be the “realist” policy to-day
because it alone can turn the purely military defeat of Fascism
into the grear constructive change, the European revolution, which
an becomes the main item on the agenda of the hiarur:,r'u[ our
mnes.
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The following is summarised by Fenner Brockway from a
statement sent by [Julien Gorkin, Political Secretary of the
POUM. and Secretary of the International Revolutionary
Marxist Cenire, to the hufeébendcm Labour League of America,
in reply to views expressed by Jay Lovestone, its secretary. These
were printed in Lert in November, 1940,

* * *

In March, 1940, with the war already in full swing, the Parties
of our Centre resident in France approved a long thesis which
affirmed :

1. The war is not between Democracy and Fascism bur between
two rival imperialist factions.

2. Smalim, through his pace with Hiter, helped to relense the
forces of war. Stalin is interested in provoking the ruin of the
imperialist countries, with the object of consolidating and enlarging
Russia’s territorial and strategical positions, not by revelutionary
actien and sclf-determination, but by armed conguest.

3 International Social Democracy contributed to the prepara-
tion of the war and is destined at its end 1o play a counter-
revolutionary role, as it did in 1918-10.

4. Countries cannot be neutral. The small natons will not be
able to maintain their independence by allying themselves with one
imperialist group. Japan will attempt to take advantage of the
war to realise imperialist domination of the Pacific. USA. will
attempt 1o complete the task unfinished in the last war: (a) the
ceonomic and political wnification of the American hcmisrhcfe.
(b} the development of an immense fleer with strategic bases to
ensure demination of the seas, () the cconemic penetration of the
colonics, and (d) the financial colonisation of the future Europe.

5. The guestion of “war or peace™ should be considered by the
proletariat from the class view—against imperialist war and for
the only effective peace, socialist peace. It should strive to turn
the war into a proletarian revolution,

6. The independent revolutionary parties have the duty of
saving the socialist banner and working-class honour.

At the time this declaration was made, all Pardes affiliated
to the Centre stood for this position. During recent months the
LL.L. of America has changed its policy from this positon as a
result of the development of the war. "What changes have
taken place?

43



After invading Czechoslovakia, Hitler has occupied Poland,
Norway, Denmark, Holland, Belgium, Luxemburg, and a large
part of France. Under the direction of the Vichy Government,
the politics of even unoccupied France have remained largely
subject to the dictates of Hitler and Mussolini. Since Franco's
victory, Spain docs not enjoy real liberty from the Axis Powers.
Swedish independence is more formal than real: it is subject 1o
the will of Hitler, to whom it must supply its iron ore. Rurmania,
intended to be the centre of a Balkan bloc, under the direction
of Britain and France, has become a dependent of Hitler and
Mussolini, who need its oil. Hungary, with its rich wheat pro-
duction, is steadily more subject to the politics of the Axis. After
fourteen months of war, three-fourths clr' Europe has fallen under
the dominion of Hitler’s and Mussolini’s totalitarianism.

WHAT BRITISH RESISTANCE HAS DONE

It cannot be denied that if it were not for British resistance
all of Europe, as well as its colonies and markets, would have
fallen under the direction of Berlin and Rome, Stalinist Russia,
allied with Germany, would have had to bow constantly lower 1o
the will of the Axis. The consequences would have been eatas-

hic for humanity and primarily for the class that represents
social and human progress—the proletariat. Not 1o recognise
this fact would be to be blind to the evidence, British resistance
has established the following objective factors: —

1. It has divided France profoundly, putting the great majority
of the French people and a good part of its own bourgeoisie
against the victors and their accomplices, the capitulators of
Vichy. It has broken at the same time the relations berween
France and a part of its colonies. This two-fold result can
lead to revolutionary consequences of extraordinary impor-
tance for the furure,

. It has removed the dangers which a rapid Hitler victory would
have had for Stalinist Russia.  This may safeguard Russia’s
litical-social independence and its neo-imperialist conquests
in Poland, Finland and the Baltic countries, which protect it
to the West and North, and in Bessarabia and Bukovina which
with the maintenance of the alliance with Turkey, protect it
on the South. Stalin does not seem disposed as yet to break
his pact with Hider; openly he will not make the slightest
, gesture against Hider, not, at least. whilst the Fuchrer is
strong: and has possibilities of victory. British resistance
permits Stalin to continue his double game, which combines
approaches to the USA. and Britain with negotiations for
new deals with Hitler. Stalin's chief presccupation seems to
be to extort the greatest possible advantage from the war,
avoiding at all costs direct intervention.
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4 It has F{:rnﬁll!

3. It has perm]nud Greece, allied with Britain, to face the attack

of Itaban troops. The Iralo-Greek war changes the field of
battle from La Manche tw the Mediterrancan, which means
the first lost battle for Hitler., Greek resistance, supported by
Britain, constitutes an important factor in the disintegration
of Ttaly, whose ple are obviously against war.
uimtjhc evolution of North American public
opinion in favour of Britain and against the Axis Powers,
especially after the signing of their Treaty with Japan. Roose-
velt, strengthened by his re-election, will intensity 1.5, assis-
tance, as well as preparations for direct intervention, with the
aim of imposing the condinions for peace when the time comes.
American Imperialism umlcmlunci:- that not only are the
ssibilities of future expansion at stake, but also the very
asis of its cconomic system, which. in the event of a German-
Japanese-Ttalian victory, would face a erisis greater than that
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5- It has obliged Hitler and Mussolini to sign a pact with Tokyo,

to extend its ficld of batte and o prepare for a long war,
whose solution it is not possible to foresce. The only thing
evident is that all the reserves which the capitalist régime srill
possesses will be thrown inte the struggle,

WHERE IS EUROPE GOING ?
The British resistance is destined 1o provoke the following
Srtuations : —

{a) The internal ruin and disintegration of Germany and Ltaly,
materially aod morally.  This is already destroying the
effects of victories previously achieved and demonstrating
increasingly that the Hitler and Mussolini régimes are far
from invulnerable and that the war and its sacrifices will
not be ended excepr by the action of the masses,

(b) The intensification of resistance by the nations now
dominated by Hitler and Mussolini and the development
of this resistance o the r:h:l.:u.; of an open ﬁglu for national
and social independence.

This erugglc Iha.ti aln'ml}r hecome somewhat im]mnant i
Spain, where the opposition to participation in the war on
the side of Hitler angd Mussolini has a double aspect—
first, a prave crisis in the régime, which has led the
monarchist elements. part of the military elements, and
some of the Catalan and Basque bourgeoisic into opposi-
tion to the Falangist bureaucracy; and second, the slent
struggle of the more conscous  and  advanced popular
clements, translated into a series of acts of sabotage,

In Caechoslovakia, Holland and Norway the Hitler
authorities find themselves compelled 1o intensify repres-
sive measures, which demonstrates the resistance being
made,
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{c) The beginning of a serious general crisis of the entire
capitalist system and of conditions of revolutionary
maturity in the imperialist countricz, and among the
colonial masses. The simultaneous weakening and dis-
integration of Italy and Germany and of the Britush Empire
will develop this.

NO ALLIANCE WITH IMPERIALISM

The Chinese resistance to Japan, the development of national
and social consciousness in India, and the breaking away of a large
part of the French colonics from the Vichy Government and of
the Dureh angd Belgian colonies from Hitlér-dominated Holland
and Belgium, constmte important factors in the same direction,

British resistance is, therefore, ﬂl.'tjl_'::l:'n‘t:l'l,' a  revolutionary
factor. But so also is the war itself, in so far as it aggravates
extremely the contradictions of the capitalist régime and leads it
into a crisis which may mean its deatll'u.

It would be a most scrious error, however, to subject and adapt
our politcal and consciously revolutionary positions to the vulgar
empiricism of these objective factors, Not for the sake of open-
ing up objectively revolutionary possibilities could we contribute
to the unchaining of war or give help, directly or indirectly, 1o
the Hitler victories. This sad rdle was reserved for Stalin,

Can we to-day, under the pretext of fichting Hitler and of
“saving democracy,” identify or ally ourselves in any form with
British Imperialism? We cannot do this without betraying our
class positions and without falling into a suicidal opportunism.
And nothing can ever justify the betrayal of class positions by
international Socialists.

In all political-social pesitions there is always a greater and

, @ lesser evil. In every war there is one side whose victory pre-
seitts itself as the lesser evil for civilisation and progress, Social
Democracy has continuously determined its politics not in con-
formity with the intercsts and positions of the working-class, but
under the influence of this argument of the lesser evil. And
cxperience has been conclusive.  The lesser evil has always served
for the abandonment of class positions; it has led inevitably o
the greater cvil. :

The most conclusive experience of all was that of 1g14-18. The
Plekhanovs, the Guesdes, the Vanderveldes ceded to the lesser
evil, to the necessity to defend democracy, liberty and justice
against Kaiserism and Teutonic barbarism. It was the Zimmer-
wald minority that saved the honour and banner of Socialism in
the midst of the catastrophe and collapse of the Labour Move-
ment.,

The working-class of every country should defend its demo-
cratic conquests when they are threatened by totalitarianism.
But this does not mean at all that the working-class should
identify itself with “bourgeois democracy”: on the contrary, it
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should demonstrate that “bourgeois democracy,” because of its
incapacity and impotence, only serves to cover the march toward
Fascism.

The question, “Democracy or Fascism:” serves only to deceive
the working-class, to turn it away from class lines, to disarm it,
while the bourgecisie with the collaboration of Social Demo-
cracy preparcs the bed for Fascism. The only question for the
working-class is “Socialism or Fascism?” thar is to say, they can
defend their democratic conquests and the remnants of liberty
which they enjoy only by class means and in the service of class
aimas, namely the reabsation of revolutionary and Socialist
democracy.

In Britain at war, the working class should defend energeric-
ally the degree of democratic liberty which it still possesses, but
without identifying irself on thar account with British Imperial-
ism. It should, on the contrary, fight through its own means
and for its own cause, taking advantage in this struggle of all
the difficuliies and the weakness of the régime,

In opposing bourgeois democracy by socialist democracy, in
opposing imperialist peace by socialist peace, the British workers
he It: the struggle of the German proletariat, as well as the French
proletariat and the proletariat of the rest of the nations now
;}pprcsf.r;cl by Hitlerism, against the régimes thar have enslaved

wem and dragged them to war. By identifving themselves with
the cause of DBritish Imperialism, the British workers not Dlll}'
renounce their class independence and disarm themselves, poli-
tically, bur also contribute o the disarming of the German
roletariat and the strengthening consequently of Hitlerist
mperialism.
THE PROPER TACTIC

The British proletariat can only aspire to class solidarity with
the German proletariat in the struggle against Hitlerism on con-
dition that it proves its readiness to resist British Imperialism,
which, in agrecment with N, American and French Imperialism
'l.lmu_ld, if victorious, Ill']tlullhlf_‘tll:." imp&sl‘: on (:url'uan:,‘ a new
Versailles.

Does this mean that the British proletariar should give itself
over to sabotage, with the object of undermining the resistance
of the country? No, this would be a too mechanical application
of revolutionary defeatism which would in practice turn against
itself,

The proper tactics in the present concrete situation is to separ-
ate with al.)lji'eclnrity the cause and objectives of the imperialist
bourgeoisiz from the cause and objectives of the proletariat,
always attempting to give to the British resistance a revolutionary
and socialist content and aim, not only to its own advantage and
w the advantage of the colonial les, but also 1o the advan-
tage of the German and international proletariat.
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® JAWAHARLAL NEHRU
India’s Terms

Nawrally we demand independence for ourselves. Bur we have
made it clear that we stand for a new world order. and India will
gladly Co-Operate in some [amhiuning of the world’s affairs, This
can un]}r b 5.1:i:q‘.1c|:uril}' done on the hasis of peace, freedom
ane democracy. . . .

Therefore 1t becomes essential that India and China shounld
have freedom and democracy. Otherwise there will be no saris-
facmre' political or economic seutlement and the present want ol
equilibrium and conflict will continue. It is nl}n'juus that the
tremendous resources, both actual and potential, of India and
China must play an imporwant part in the world affairs.

You know the awitude that we have taken in regard o the
Europcan war.  We have always been opposed 1o the Fascist and
Nazi doctrine and have condemned all aggression.  If we had
been sure that the present war was a conflict between freedom
on the one side and Nazism on the other, we would gladly have
thrown our weight on the side of freedom. But the inviration we
issued to the British Government for a starement of war aims
and for the treatment of India as a [ree country met with a rebufl
and it was clear to us that this war is esscntially meant for the
preservation of British imperialism.  For this objective we cannot
agree to the utilisaton of our men and resources,

IF we are against Nazism, we are also against imperialism,
This war, as it is at present being waged, seems 1o us a conflict
between rival imperialisms, and we can be no party o it unless
it is made clear thar the ohjective is frecdom and democracy.
That can o b made clear  the treatment accorded o India.

Our demand is a sil'EIIJ]L' one, []mllgh it raises fundamental
issucs, We want the declaration of Indian indeperdence ane
the recognition of the right of the Indian people 1o frame their
constitution through a Constituent ﬁ.ﬁ.‘il.‘.l'r‘lh[]}' without any inter-
ference from uu:n::iu.-. If this is done, we feel that the whoele Fabric
of British imperialism, as well as other imperialisms, will undergo
a vital change and imperialism irself will be liquidated.

This is the message I should like you to l:lLr to our friends.
As you know, the present situation in India is very unstable and
at any moment there may be serious developments,  Whatever
these developments might be, we shall hold 1o these ..-,hj‘_.ﬂh.”
and Kll‘ti.’;;'i: to achicve them,

The minorities problem has been made 10 appear as an
obstruction in the way of our freedom. But in reality this is
not so, for we are prepared to give every coneeivable guarantee
to the minoritics in India within the limirs of democracy, freedom
and Indian unity.

48

READY ON FEBRUARY 10th

JAMES KEIR HARDIE

AN IMPORTANT NEW BIOGRAPHICAL
SKETCH by

G. D. H. COLE
1/-

(1;/11d. Post Free)
Order from

THE SOCIALIST BOOKSHOP
35 ST. BRIDE STREET, LONDON, E.C.4

SOCIALIST VOTES IN THE U.S.A

We have now received informartion on how the various Left Wing
Parties fared in the American Presidential elections.

The Socialist Party, whose Candidate was Norman Thomas,
polled 116,796 votes. In addition we this number a considerable
number of voters who “write-in” were disqualified because the
Socialist Candidate was denicd a place in some State ballots. Com-
parative figures of Socialist votes in the present and previous
campaign were as follow: —

1940 1936
California {unofficial) S .. 11,600
Ilinois vaiad was s imannennnsseses DOGEHA T.530
Kansas e 3,347 2,706
Maryland cee 4000 1,620
Massachusetts e GO Sitn
Michigan o Tub00 B,208
MEEEEathE . S ik 6000 3,873
Montana 1,066
New Jersey : 3895
Bow York's oiinmmmnnsine sssnssnnsnaipinsis 20,500 B6,87g
*Wisconsin N AN LR B R b 15,071 10,6l

"The Wisconsin increase puts the party officlally back on
the ballot ih that important state,
The Communist Party polled 47861 votes and the Socialist
Labour Party 14,861, :
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