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Médecins Sans Frontières is a leading independent humanitarian organisation
for emergency medical aid. In over 60 countries world-wide, MSF provides relief
to the victims of war, natural disasters and epidemics irrespective of race,
religion or political affiliation. MSF was awarded the 1999 Nobel Peace Prize.
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“It was a roadside bomb,” says the father of five-year-old Waël,
speaking from the MSF surgery programme in Jordan. “Waël was
with his mother and aunt in his uncle’s car. He was going to visit
his grandparents’ house in a village about 40km away from our
house. A roadside bomb exploded under the car. My wife died at
once and he got injured – he lost his right leg and his left leg was
very severely damaged.”

Dr Mohammad operating on Waël’s leg.s.
© Valerie Babize/MSF [2008] Jordan

Learning to 
walk again

Reconstructive
surgery for victims
of Iraq’s violence
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Waël in the hospital ward
between operations.
© Valerie Babize/MSF [2008] Jordan
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In October 2004 MSF had to withdraw 
from Iraq; the risks were too great in an
environment where aid workers were being
directly targeted. But there was, and still
is, a need for medical aid. Devastating
injuries from bombings and violence are
frequent, requiring immediate and
intensive medical attention. But a lot of
health staff have been killed in the
persistent violence and many of Iraq’s
doctors have fled abroad. In response, 
MSF started working across the border in
Jordan in 2006 to provide complex
reconstructive surgery that was no longer
possible inside Iraq, given that country’s
depleted medical resources.
Waël*, a five-year-old boy who was caught in a bomb blast in
Iraq when he was just two and a half, is nearing the end of his
seven-month treatment.

“There are a number of doctors in Iraq who refer their most
difficult cases to us – the cases where they have done the
initial life-saving operation but don’t have the resources for
follow-up surgery,” explains Dr Mohammad*, the MSF surgeon
in charge of Waël’s operations. “They send their medical files
and x-rays to us and each week we have a meeting to look at
this information and decide which patients we can accept. I
had actually heard about Waël before he was referred to us.
He was a victim of an explosion which took the life of his Mum.
Immediately after the accident an emergency operation was
done to stop the bleeding from his missing right leg and to
close the wound on the left leg. After this, he had multiple
surgeries to try to realign the broken bone, and he had half his
left foot amputated.

“I was really upset to hear about his condition. Then, in one
of our meetings to select new patients, I was pleased to see
that he was on the list. Although there is still the misery of the
way he lost his mother, Waël has had a better chance to be
treated and move on with his life than other children who are
still in Iraq.

“Waël came to us in a wheelchair. Can you imagine – a five-
year-old child who has lost one leg, and 5cm of the other leg?
Without this surgery, I think it would have been impossible for
him to ever put weight on his leg again. I had planned a two-
stage operation. The first stage would involve removing the
metal plate that had been attached in the hospital in Iraq to
hold his leg together. And the second part would be to use
part of the fibula to fill in a gap in his tibia. Normally you
would use some of the bone, tissue and skin from the good
leg to reconstruct the damaged leg. But with Waël it was
complicated because he had lost his right leg and had so
damaged his left leg that we were restricted in what we could
use for reconstruction.

“I spoke to Waël’s father and explained what we were
intending to do, and that we could see no alternative. He said
‘OK doctor, but if this fails will we have to go for amputation?’ I
explained that, yes, amputation was the other option if we
failed with this surgery. He was, of course, very worried for his
son, but he took our advice.”

Despite the complexity of the surgery, over the course of
several operations the team was able to reconstruct Waël’s
damaged leg sufficiently for it to bear weight. The final stage
was to attach a prosthetic leg and foot on his right side and a
prosthetic foot on his damaged left side.

“When he was admitted into our hospital in Amman,” Dr
Mohammad continues, “Waël was clearly a depressed child –
he’d lived through a terrible accident. Now that he is learning
to walk again, I have seen that his eyes are happy eyes,
whereas before they were brave eyes. Sometimes he used to
shout and make a fuss when we were dressing his wounds,
but mostly he was so courageous.

Learning to walk again 

Waël on the way to the hospital on the day of
his first operation – the first of many before he
will be able to walk again.
© Phillipe Conti [2008] Jordan
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“He can scarcely believe that he can stand up on his feet. 
I have been showing him what to do and demonstrated some
tricks on how to use the new prostheses. I think he will be
able to leave the hospital in the next two weeks. He has
spent nearly seven months here, which is quite normal given
the difficulty of the cases we receive. When they leave the
programme here, I encourage my patients to send me any 
x-rays from the hospitals back in Iraq. I will give Waël my
personal email address so that I can be in constant contact
and follow his recovery.

“When I last saw him a couple of days ago he was so happy.
He had his new prosthetic legs on. He started to use the
‘walker’ and then he started to jump from place to place. I
was honestly so, so happy to see him like that – I think I shed
some tears. He is a symbol of the Iraqi children who have
been living through such violence each and every day.”

Waël’s father says:
“At first they thought Waël had died with his mother.
After the bomb they put him in the back of a pick-up
truck. But when they got to the hospital they heard him
crying so they knew he was alive. They gave him first
aid and took him straight to the operating room.

“That was two and a half years ago. Waël talks a bit
about what happened, but I don’t think he likes to talk
about it. He sees an MSF psychologist here, but I also
talk to him and try to make the situation easier for him.
I feel bad and sad, but what can we do? Life goes on.
We must go forward.

“The treatment is going very well – but Waël has had a
prosthetic leg and foot fitted recently and I am worried
because they are tight and they are hurting him. The
doctors are making the final adjustments in the next few
days, so we will see how they fit after that.

“He doesn’t like being in the hospital, with all the
operations and the tests. You know – he’s a kid, so he
doesn’t like being in the hospital for such a long time.
But he has made a lot of friends here. Whenever there
are activities, he always goes along and plays with the
other kids. There are some teachers too and he goes to
lessons to learn his letters and numbers. All the
doctors here like Waël because he is very active. I am
very proud of him.

“The treatment will be finished in two or three weeks.
He is growing, so we will have to see about changing
the prostheses in about six months. As for the future, I
feel we will be OK. He will find his way to health and he
will go to school. So long as we are together we will
have no problem, wherever we are.”

*names changed

With his new prosthetic leg fitted,
Waël practises his football skills.
© Valerie Babize/MSF [2008] Jordan

“He is a symbol of the
Iraqi children who have
been living through
such violence each and
every day”

Waël’s father reassuring his son
before one of the many operations.
© Valerie Babize/MSF [2008] Jordan

Waël talking to 
the MSF
psychotherapist.
© Valerie Babize/MSF

[2008] Jordan
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Rutshuru •

“Friday morning. Just as on other days, we are not awoken by
crowing roosters but rather by sounds of violence: gunshots and
bombs. A new offensive. Slowly we are all getting used to it and
go about our daily work routine. But the noise distracts us every
once in a while and we glance at the mountains in the distance.”

UGANDA

Waking to the sound of gu

“My name is Ngarambe Rukambika. I am
49 years old. I have four children and
three orphans who live with me. These
orphans are my sister’s children. I am at

Masisi hospital to get treatment for my child.
“His name is Sanson and he is nine months

old. Before we came here, his mother carried
him on her back. But one day, as there was a lot
of shooting, she tried to flee. They aimed at her
when she was leaving the house. She was hit by
a bullet, and the bullet also hit the child. The
bullet went through my wife’s kidney and hit the
child on the other side.

“I went to pick up the child. As for my wife, I
looked for our brothers and we buried her. That

www.msf.org.uk

Looking out over one of the camps for displaced people.
© Cédric Gerbehaye/Agence VU [2008] DRC

Ngarambe Rukambika
with Sanson outside the
MSF hospital at Masisi.
© Cédric Gerbehaye/Agence

VU [2008] DRC

RWANDA

• Mweso
• Kitchanga

• Masisi

DRC

Maartje Hoetjes is a nurse working in the village of Mweso,
high in the fertile volcanic hills of northeastern Democratic
Republic of Congo. The entire area has been a crucible of
violence for the past 15 years. Hundreds of thousands of
people have been forced to flee their villages in terror many
times over, seeking safety by hiding in the bush or gathering
in makeshift camps with little food or drinking water. A
peace agreement signed in January by the various armed
parties offered some hope, but the war broke out again with
renewed intensity in August this year. This is a very hard
place to work, with bad roads, peaks of intense fighting and
numerous roadblocks. The project coordinators are in
regular contact with the different armed groups to explain
again and again that MSF is neutral and solely there to
provide medical aid. So far this has enabled the teams to
continue to work, even in remote places such as Rutshuru,
Kitchanga, Masisi and Mweso.

“Around noon I realise that there’s a lot of activity going on
outside the hospital,” says Maartje. “The fighting that began
early this morning has reached the outskirts of Mweso and

people are fleeing again. Outside the hospital, there are
hundreds of fathers, mothers and children. It’s surreal to see
that within a few hours Mweso has gone from being a quiet
village to total chaos with hundreds of people taking flight.

“It’s a hive of activity in the hospital, despite all the
background noise. Today we have a number of extremely sick
children in our paediatric department, including a baby a few
days old with a tetanus infection. His mother gave birth to
him on the side of the road. There were no sterile instruments
to cut the umbilical cord.

“Suddenly the shooting begins to lessen and it slowly
grows quiet. The tension fades from people’s faces. In the
evening the grass field outside the hospital is once again
empty. The people have returned to their homes.

“We decide to take no chances and for extra security we
sleep at the hospital. It remains quiet that night and the
following day. However, we lose one battle: the baby with the
tetanus infection didn’t make it through the night. He was five
days old.” 

Operating on people with gunshots and other serious

Goma •
Some of MSF’s principal bases
in northeastern Congo.
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wounds has become routine for MSF’s surgeons in this
region. “We have a maternity ward where we perform
Caesarian sections,” says Dr Jose Sanchez, one of MSF’s
surgeons at Mweso. “But since the war resumed we have
seen an increase in wounds from bullets and knives. We treat
both soldiers and civilians: men, women and children. This is
the only reference hospital for 40km in any direction so it’s
important for MSF to be here – to support all the hospital
services, and in particular to provide good surgical care.”

Alongside war surgery, there is also a huge need for
treatment of the many tropical diseases that are endemic
here. People have been too frightened to tend their crops and
have often lived hand-to-mouth in the bush. Others have
gathered in the camps that have sprung up, where there is
similarly very little to eat. This is making everyone, children
and pregnant women in particular, increasingly susceptible to
serious illness.

“Last Thursday, we went to the camp near Mweso,”
explains Maartje. “Huts made of clay and straw, maybe a
piece of plastic, propped on a hillside. On a daily basis, we

receive patients in the hospital who come from this camp.
They have malaria, respiratory tract infections and
malnutrition among other illnesses.

“We were there at the end of a cold, wet day and I found
myself standing on a muddy, slippery hillside. The only
reason I was able to remain standing was due to the fact that
I was held tightly by dozens of children’s hands as they
enthusiastically jumped around this blonde mzungu – white
person – in their bare feet. At the top of this hill we met the
chief of the camp. He told us that dozens of people had
arrived in the camp since the most recent fighting began, that
camp life was difficult, that there was little food, almost no
shelter from the rain and cold and no water wells.

“There I was, wearing a dirty MSF T-shirt covered in 
mud, and he was wearing a worn but spotless jacket and
formal trousers. I have such respect for the people who live
on this hillside. People who face such hardships with so
much dignity.”

f guns

day in the village, six people were killed. Then
the whole village fled. I came on foot. I walked
from my home because there is no road for cars
to drive on. I had to climb one hill after another,
after another. I walked for two days. On the road,
I was told to hurry to bring my child to the
hospital so that he would not die.

“Here, I spend every day sitting by my son’s
side. Some friends who see my sadness also
help. They give me a little food and I eat. The
child is being well cared for, very well looked
after here. Soon he will be well. But the problem
I have is that, after he has recovered, I do not
want to take him back to the area where the war
is still going on.”

Please help us
The situation in the northeast Congo is
overwhelmingly desperate. We are trying to
use the power of the internet to bring more
attention to the plight of people who have
been living in fear for more than a decade. If
you have internet access, please have a look 
at the website www.condition-critical.org
and encourage all your friends, family and
colleagues to look at it as well. 

Thank you!

In one 24-hour period British surgeon David Nott
and his colleagues in Rutshuru operated on 75
people with serious gunshot wounds, including
this man who had been shot in the neck. All 75
patients survived. 
© David Nott [2008] DRC

A young girl waits outside
the hospital in Mweso.
© Cédric Gerbehaye/Agence VU

[2008] DRC
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Eight-year-old Jose* lives in Maputo, the capital of
Mozambique, and has HIV. For the past year, he
has been going to the MSF health clinic near his
home for check-ups and to pick up his
antiretroviral pills. A few months ago, the staff
discovered Jose wasn’t doing all that well, but they
couldn’t figure out why. Dr Isabel Zuniga says they
only discovered the answer after they spoke to
Jose about, of all things… his cat.

“Jose told us that he used to have a cat that he really
loved,” says Isabel. “But a few months ago, the cat got sick.
He didn’t know what else to do, so he decided to give his pills
to the cat to try and make it better, but the cat died. This pet
was so important to Jose that he held a ceremony to bury the
animal. He told us how he saluted the cat’s grave and how he
decided not to take his pills any more. He didn’t tell his
mother, and his disease started to get worse, which is when
we saw him.” 

The Maputo clinic is one of the first MSF health centres to
introduce a new way of giving support to children with HIV.
Almost two out of every ten newly infected people at the
clinic are children, but most staff only have experience
working with adults. This new programme trains staff to talk
directly to children, not just their parents, so that they can
find out vital information, like Jose’s secret about his cat.

David Goetghebuer helped design the programme, which is
already being used by MSF teams in 13 countries. “The new
methods give the children a chance to express their emotions
about living with HIV and exchange experiences with other

children,” he explains. “When children learn about HIV they
are much less afraid.”

Isabel agrees: “This experience told us that Jose needed to
know more about his illness. So we explained to Jose more
about his medication and how the pills help him, and how
they aren’t always the right pills for everyone, even his cat.”

MSF’s staff in Maputo also use books and toys to help their
young patients understand their disease. “One of the books
we have is about animals such as giraffes, lions and
elephants,” continues Isabel. “The book doesn’t use the
name of the disease, but instead explains about falling sick
and then getting better. The animals live in a village, and one
day lots of them get sick because the hyena is spreading
germs. But then the lion comes and gives them medication,
and the animals start to get well and are able to play and feel
happy again. At the end, the story explains that they have to
continue taking the medication for the rest of their lives.

“We have other toys that help, such as a special calendar
for remembering to take the pills. It has a drawing of a
pathway from their house to the clinic, and there is one box
for every day along the path. Every morning and evening the
child draws in the next box, and at the same time takes a
dose of pills. All these techniques encourage the children to
take responsibility for their health. This is really important
because it can be hard to get a child to take his medication
every day for the rest of his life. This challenge lasts years 
and years.

“As for Jose, he’s now doing much better. He feels much
happier about taking his medication again. But he still 
misses his cat.”

The curious incident of the cat in Maputo

*name changed

In all the countries where MSF is
adopting this new programme,
children are encouraged to take
some responsibility for their own
treatment. MSF counsellors can help
their patients feel in control by
asking them to imagine what their
own virus looks like. This is how
three HIV positive children at a clinic
in Zimbabwe replied:

top left: Milantre, 15: A blue and
white dog, because the sky is blue
and the clouds are white.
Sometimes the dog has the smile of
sickness, sometimes joy.

bottom left: Fortunate, 15: A small
green insect with a small face that is
smiling because it thinks it is happy.

main picture: Nozi, 15: A green bug
with horns. It is green because
green is in most parts of the world
and that is like HIV because it
doesn’t choose, anybody can get it.
All photos © Juan Carlos Tomasi/MSF [2008] Zimbabwe
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Bangladesh Julie Syvret FINANCIAL CONTROLLERPaul Critchley HEAD OF MISSION
BoliviaThomas Ellman HEAD OF MISSION Central African Republic Christopher
Tranmer DOCTOR Dominic Deville PROJECT COORDINATOR Mark Scott-Fleming
DOCTOR Chad Claire Grisaffi WATER & SANITATION EXPERT Simon Brown
LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Sophie Sabatier COACHING MANAGER Colombia
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Lacoux ANAESTHETIST India Adam Thomas PROJECT COORDINATOR Alice
Thomas NURSE Bruce Russell PROJECT COORDINATOR David Sweeney
LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Gareth Barrett HEAD OF MISSION Joanna Cox
MEDICAL COORDINATOR Jonathan Williams DOCTOR Liza Cragg FINANCIAL
CONTROLLER Maria Dominguez DOCTOR Jordan Colin McIlreavy HEAD OF
MISSION Laura Smith LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Maria Siemer LOGISTICAL
ADMINISTRATOR Kenya Danielle Ferris LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Susan
Sandars REGIONAL INFORMATION OFFICER Lesotho Helen Bygrave DOCTOR
Liberia Laura Todd DOCTOR Malawi Bryn Button LOGISTICIAN Robin Aherne
LOGISTICIANMyanmarElizabeth Harding NURSELuke Arend ASSISTANT HEAD OF
MISSIONMonica Arend-Trujillo DOCTORNepalDawn Taylor WATER & SANITATION
EXPERT Niger Helen Austin NURSE Kiran Jobanputra DOCTOR Simon Barrett
DOCTOR Pakistan Christopher Lockyear HEAD OF MISSION Patrick MacGoey
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Somalia Chris Hall LOGISTICIAN Kenneth Lavelle HEAD OF MISSION Tom Quinn
HEAD OF MISSION South Africa Henry Gray WATER & SANITATION EXPERT Louise
Knight EPIDEMIOLOGISTNathan Ford HEAD OF MISSIONSri LankaLeanne Sellers
NURSE Melissa Hempling DOCTOR Natalie Thurtle DOCTOR Sarah Quinnell
MIDWIFE Sudan Aisa Fraser NURSE Andrew Dennis NURSE Anthony Kilbride
WATER & SANITATION EXPERT Daniel Williamson LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR
Declan Overton LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Emily Goodwin LOGISTICAL
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Ross DOCTOR Iago Córdoba PHARMACIST Iesha Singh HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS
OFFICER Jane-Ann McKenna FINANCIAL CONTROLLER Joanna Knight PROJECT
COORDINATOR Jose Hulsenbek PROJECT COORDINATOR Kirsten Brown DOCTOR
Laura Rinchey DOCTOR Lydia Stone LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Margaret
Othigo LABORATORY SPECIALIST Matthew Benson ASSISTANT HEAD OF MISSION
Morgan Flecknoe NURSE Philippa Millard NURSE Sarah Maynard LOGISTICAL
ADMINISTRATOR Simon Tyler LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR Stella Bowgen
LABORATORY SPECIALIST Stephen Flanagan NURSE Tracy Lavelle NURSE
ThailandDavid Wilson DOCTORPaul Cawthorne PROJECT COORDINATORUganda
Alison Criado-Perez NURSE Harriet Cochrane PROJECT COORDINATOR Samantha
Perkins MIDWIFE Uzbekistan Rebecca Welfare NURSE Yeman Cristian Ghilardi
PROJECT COORDINATOR Zimbabwe Andrew Mews LOGISTICAL ADMINISTRATOR
Daniel Mburu DOCTOR Grant Anthony WATER & SANITATION EXPERT Stephen
Hide LOGISTICIAN

SUPPORT GROUPS
When children have had the basics of their illness explained
to them, it is important they share their experiences with
other children in a similar situation. In one such support group
in Zimbabwe, Nozi drew a picture about her life with HIV: 

“I have been living
a positive life for the
past 15 years. My
relatives accepted me
as I am. I’ve learned
to live a positive life.

“My hair was falling
apart. I got thin and I
lost friends day by
day. I had to change
to a new school
because I had lost
friends.

“On my left foot
you can see I had
herbs. On my right
hand I was burnt by
boiling water.

“At first it was hard
to accept my status.
Because I had lost
hope I almost
committed suicide.
That’s why I’ve got a scar on my left foot because I jumped off a
three-story building.

“But now I have friends. I live a positive life. I take the ARVs.
Life is really great when you know your status.”

o

00000 MSF Dispatches 51 A4 8pp:3472_MSF_UK_DISPATCHES32_ART2  5/12/08  10:15  Page 8



w
w

w
.m

sf
.o

rg
.u

k

Yo
ur

 s
up

po
rt

Ch
an

gi
ng

 a
 re

gu
la

r 
do

na
ti

on
?

To
 in

cr
ea

se
 o

r 
de

cr
ea

se
 y

ou
r 

m
on

th
ly

 d
on

at
io

ns
 p

le
as

e 
ca

ll 
us

 o
n

02
0 

74
04

 6
60

0.
 Y

ou
 c

an
 a

ls
o 

e-
m

ai
l m

ar
ie

.s
m

it
h@

lo
nd

on
.m

sf
.o

rg
,

w
ith

 y
ou

r 
re

qu
es

t.
 P

le
as

e 
al

so
 g

et
 in

 to
uc

h 
if 

yo
u 

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

ch
an

ge
 y

ou
r 

ba
nk

 d
et

ai
ls

.

M
ak

in
g 

a 
do

na
ti

on
?

Yo
u 

ca
n 

m
ak

e 
a 

cr
ed

it 
or

 d
eb

it 
ca

rd
 d

on
at

io
n 

by
 c

al
lin

g 
us

 o
n 

02
0

74
04

 6
60

0.
 D

on
at

io
ns

 c
an

 a
ls

o 
be

 m
ad

e 
on

 th
e 

w
eb

 a
t

w
w

w
.m

sf
.o

rg
.u

k/
su

pp
or

t.
 T

o 
se

nd
 a

 c
he

qu
e 

by
 p

os
t p

le
as

e 
se

nd
yo

ur
 g

ift
 to

 M
éd

ec
in

s 
Sa

ns
 F

ro
nt

iè
re

s,
 6

7-
74

 S
af

fr
on

 H
ill

, L
O

N
D

O
N

,
EC

1N
 8

Q
X.

 P
le

as
e 

qu
ot

e 
yo

ur
 s

up
po

rt
er

 n
um

be
r 

(l
oc

at
ed

 o
n 

th
e

to
p 

ri
gh

t-
ha

nd
 s

id
e 

of
 th

e 
le

tt
er

) a
nd

 n
am

e 
an

d 
ad

dr
es

s.

Ca
n 

w
e 

he
lp

?
If 

yo
u 

ha
ve

 a
ny

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

r 
su

pp
or

t o
f M

SF
’s

 w
or

k 
w

e
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

de
lig

ht
ed

 to
 h

ea
r 

fr
om

 y
ou

:

Te
le

ph
on

e
02

0 
74

04
 6

60
0

e-
m

ai
l

uk
.fu

nd
ra

is
in

g@
lo

nd
on

.m
sf

.o
rg

Po
st

M
éd

ec
in

s 
Sa

ns
 F

ro
nt

iè
re

s,
67

-7
4 

Sa
ff

ro
n 

H
ill

, L
O

N
D

O
N

,
EC

1N
 8

Q
X

20
09

 M
SF

 c
al

en
da

r
To

 th
an

k 
yo

u 
fo

r y
ou

r
su

pp
or

t t
hi

s 
ye

ar
 a

nd
in

to
 th

e 
ne

w
 y

ea
r, 

w
e

w
ou

ld
 li

ke
 to

 o
ffe

r
yo

u 
a 

20
09

 M
SF

ca
le

nd
ar

. I
t c

on
ta

in
s

ph
ot

os
 fr

om
 o

ur
pr

oj
ec

ts
 a

ro
un

d 
th

e
w

or
ld

. I
f y

ou
 w

ou
ld

lik
e 

on
e,

 p
le

as
e 

ca
ll

us
 o

n 
02

0 
74

04
 6

60
0

2
0

5
1

La
nk

ie
n

•
Et

hi
op

ia

D
ar

fu
r

U
ga

nd
a

D
RC

So
ut

he
rn

 S
ud

an

Th
an

k 
yo

u
fo

r s
up

po
rt

in
g 

ou
r m

ed
ic

al
 te

am
s 

in
 2

00
8

Jo
an

na
 K

ni
gh

t l
ef

t E
m

sw
or

th
 in

Se
pt

em
be

r 
to

 b
e 

M
S

F’
s 

pr
oj

ec
t

co
or

di
na

to
r 

in
 L

an
ki

en
, a

 r
em

ot
e

vi
ll

ag
e 

in
 S

ou
th

er
n 

S
ud

an
:

“L
an

ki
en

 is
 a

 b
us

tli
ng

 v
ill

ag
e 

in
 th

e
m

id
dl

e 
of

 a
 v

as
t s

w
am

p,
” 

sh
e 

sa
ys

.
“I

t f
ee

ls
 v

er
y 

re
m

ot
e 

- w
e 

ha
ve

 n
o

ve
hi

cl
es

 h
er

e 
be

ca
us

e 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

no
ro

ad
s.

 If
 th

er
e 

is
 a

n 
em

er
ge

nc
y 

lik
e

an
 o

ut
br

ea
k 

of
 m

ea
sl

es
, m

en
in

gi
tis

 o
r

ch
ol

er
a 

a 
m

ed
ic

al
 te

am
 g

oe
s 

by
 fo

ot
to

 v
ac

ci
na

te
 p

eo
pl

e 
or

 p
ro

vi
de

tr
ea

tm
en

t. 
B

ut
 m

os
t o

f t
he

 ti
m

e 
w

e
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

he
re

 a
t o

ur
 c

lin
ic

, w
he

re
 w

e
se

e 
ar

ou
nd

 3
,5

00
 p

at
ie

nt
s 

a 
m

on
th

.
“I

 to
ok

 th
is

 p
ho

to
 in

 o
ur

 ‘T
B

vi
lla

ge
’. 

Th
is

 is
 a

n 
ar

ea
 w

he
re

 w
e

tr
ea

t p
eo

pl
e 

w
ho

 h
av

e 
tu

be
rc

ul
os

is
.

Th
e 

ch
ild

re
n 

ar
e 

he
re

 b
ec

au
se

 th
ei

r
m

ot
he

rs
 a

re
 b

ei
ng

 tr
ea

te
d,

 a
nd

 th
ey

ab
so

lu
te

ly
 in

si
st

ed
 o

n 
be

in
g 

in
 th

e

ph
ot

o!
 T

ub
er

cu
lo

si
s 

tr
ea

tm
en

t l
as

ts
at

 le
as

t s
ix

 m
on

th
s 

so
 w

he
n 

th
er

e 
is

no
 o

th
er

 fa
m

ily
 m

em
be

r w
ho

 c
an

lo
ok

 a
ft

er
 th

em
 w

e 
en

co
ur

ag
e

fe
m

al
e 

pa
tie

nt
s 

to
 b

ri
ng

 th
ei

r
yo

un
ge

r c
hi

ld
re

n 
w

ith
 th

em
 a

nd
 th

is
m

ak
es

 fo
r a

 re
al

ly
 n

ic
e 

fa
m

ily
at

m
os

ph
er

e.
“T

he
 p

eo
pl

e 
in

 M
SF

 T
-s

hi
rt

s 
ar

e
ju

st
 a

 fe
w

 o
f o

ur
 te

am
 o

f m
ed

ic
s 

an
d

lo
gi

st
ic

ia
ns

. I
t’s

 ra
re

 to
 g

et
 e

ve
ry

on
e

in
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

pl
ac

e 
at

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
tim

e
as

 th
er

e 
is

 a
lw

ay
s 

so
 m

uc
h 

go
in

g 
on

;
th

e 
lo

gi
st

ic
ia

ns
 h

av
e 

to
 m

ak
e 

su
re

th
at

 a
ll 

th
e 

eq
ui

pm
en

t i
s 

m
ai

nt
ai

ne
d

an
d 

th
at

 th
e 

su
pp

lie
s 

w
e 

ne
ed

 a
re

de
liv

er
ed

 o
n 

tim
e 

by
 ‘p

la
ne

, a
nd

 th
e

m
ed

ic
s 

ar
e 

ov
er

w
he

lm
ed

 w
ith

pa
tie

nt
s 

as
 th

is
 is

 th
e 

on
ly

 m
ed

ic
al

fa
ci

lit
y 

fo
r m

ile
s 

ar
ou

nd
.

“B
ec

au
se

 th
is

 a
re

a 
is

 s
o 

re
m

ot
e,

 

m
an

y 
pa

tie
nt

s 
ar

ri
ve

 a
t o

ur
 c

lin
ic

 in
an

 a
dv

an
ce

d 
st

ag
e 

of
 il

ln
es

s,
 li

ke
 a

m
an

 w
ho

 w
as

 c
ar

ri
ed

 h
er

e 
on

 a
st

re
tc

he
r b

y 
hi

s 
th

re
e 

so
ns

 - 
ac

ro
ss

sw
ol

le
n 

ri
ve

rs
 a

nd
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e
sw

am
p 

fo
r f

iv
e 

da
ys

. H
e 

ha
d

tu
be

rc
ul

os
is

 a
nd

 a
rr

iv
ed

 ju
st

 in
 ti

m
e

fo
r u

s 
to

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 c

ur
e 

hi
m

. T
o 

sa
ve

th
e 

liv
es

 o
f p

eo
pl

e 
lik

e 
th

is
 m

an
, t

he
m

ed
ic

al
 c

ar
e 

w
e 

pr
ov

id
e 

ne
ed

s 
to

 b
e

of
 a

 v
er

y 
hi

gh
 s

ta
nd

ar
d,

 w
e 

ne
ed

 a
go

od
 te

am
 o

f m
ed

ic
s 

an
d 

w
e 

ne
ed

th
e 

ri
gh

t s
up

pl
ie

s.
 Y

ou
r s

up
po

rt
m

ak
es

 a
ll 

of
 th

is
 p

os
si

bl
e,

 s
o 

fr
om

al
l o

f u
s 

in
 L

an
ki

en
, t

ha
nk

 y
ou

.”

Th
e 

M
SF

 t
ea

m
at

 L
an

ki
en

.
©

 Jo
 K

ni
gh

t 
[2

00
8]

So
ut

he
rn

 S
ud

an

00000 MSF Dispatches 51 A4 8pp:3472_MSF_UK_DISPATCHES32_ART2  5/12/08  10:15  Page 1



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.5
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages false
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /ENG ()
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /NoConversion
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure true
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles true
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


