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Casa Grande JROTC meets with
Ak-Chin Veterans

On March 8, 2010, nine members of the Casa Grande Union High School
JROTC (Junior Reserve Officer Training Corps) came to the Ak-Chin Indian
Community and gave a presentation to the Ak-Chin Veteran’s Group. 

The purpose of the presentation was to provide an overview of the pro-
gram’s features and to request a donation for a two day class trip to Camp
Pendleton Marine Corps Base in California, scheduled for April.

Casa Grande’s JROTC program has over 150 cadets, all volunteers. The
elective course focuses on developing traits most sought after by colleges,
universities and employers.

Front row (l-r): Councilman Anthony Narcia, Sr., Cadet 1st Lieutenant
Cheyenne Wulff, Cadet Captain Elizabeth Salmons, Cadet Private Juri Moya,
Cadet Sergeant Katarina Rodrigues and Gunnery Sergeant Jesus Flores –
Instructor. Back Row (l-r): Cadet Corporal Daniel Torres, Cadet Sergeant
Jonathan Nez, Cadet Sergeant Mathew Reynoso and Cadet Sergeant Major
Omar Jimenez – Instructor.

Passing the staffs; from left to right; Cecily Peters to Kaycee Lopez and Raymond
Rivers to Jose Lopez. These runners made their way through the field roads of
Ak-Chin Farms during Ak-Chin’s leg of the 2010 Unity run.

In the distance, you could see the
flashing lights of the medical vehicles
moving slowly west on Farrell Road
Monday night. 

As they got closer, you could see
the outline of the Unity Runners who
had been running all day, preparing
for their night’s stop in Ak-Chin
Indian Community. 

A beacon of welcome; along with
the members of the Community and
guests who waited for their arrival; the
Fire Department lined up all their fire
trucks and apparatus, providing light
to the runners as they entered Ak-
Chin.

In its fifteenth year of existence,
Unity co-founder, Meldon Fulwilder
of the Gila River Indian Community,
reminisced back to the day that he and
six of his counterparts decided to cre-
ate a spiritual run that would help pro-
mote drug free awareness and to instill
the O’odham traditions that have con-
tinued to decline throughout the years.

“We had been talking about put-
ting this event together for awhile
before we finally decided that we
needed to stop talking about it and
make it happen,” Fulwilder said. 

“We started off with 75 runners
during the first year and it grew each

year to the 150 plus we have now. I’m
happy with the way it’s turned out
throughout the years.” 

As the 15th Annual Unity Run
made its way through the Ak-Chin
Community and onto the Miguel family
grounds for an overnight stay, many of
the participants looked forward to
camping out at one of their favorite
stops on their journey. 

Many in the Unity group looked
tired, but strong in spirit after arriving
late. The group marched around in a cir-
cular path before given a welcome by
the Miguel family and by Ak-Chin
Councilman, Gabe Lopez. 

A spiritual blessing and fanning
was given to everyone by spiritual lead-
ers who traveled with the group, before
participants set up their tents and other
camp gear for the night. Afterwards,
they were served traditional foods pre-
pared by community members.

Following dinner, spiritual songs
were sung and stories were told around
a campfire by elders in the Unity group.
The songs and stories were an instru-
mental key in forming Unity according
to Fulwilder. 

“One of the reasons for Unity was
to allow participants, especially the
children, to visit other Indian communi-
ties and learn about their traditions and
culture,” he said. 

“We are all O’odham people but
each community has different traditions
and teachings that they’ve lived by, so
we felt it was important that we all
should know about each other and
respect our O’odham him-dag even if it
differs in each community.”  

Since first hosting the Unity run
three years ago, the Miguel family has
always welcomed Unity participants by
opening its doors for runners to take
showers or just to have a place to relax.

This sort of hospitality has made
the Ak-Chin stop a highlight, according
to a few runners who were welcomed
into the homes of Gabriel Lopez,
Gilbert Joaquin, Benedict Miguel,
Vanessa Soliz, Georgia Corella, Robert
Miguel and Delia Carlyle. 

“For the past few years I’ve been
told by Unity people that everyone here
in Ak-Chin is nice and they make you
feel important,” said Benedict Miguel,
who has participated in Unity for a
number of years as a coordinator for the
Ak-Chin area. “It’s good to hear that
from the people and nice to know that
they appreciate you.”

Eager to host Unity again is some-
thing the Miguel family is looking for-
ward to in the near future. This year is
the final rotation that Unity will stop at
the Miguel family grounds. 

Unity coordinators, the Miguel
family and Ak-Chin Community offi-
cials decided a few years ago that the
Miguel family and Ak-Chin Recreation
Department would rotate every four
years in hosting Unity.

Fulwilder, who spoke on behalf of
Unity, acknowledged his appreciation
to the Miguel family. “We’ve always
enjoyed coming here and meeting all
the nice people. They’ve always taken
care of us and made us feel at home,” he
said. “Even though we won’t make a
stop here at the Miguel family grounds,
Ak-Chin has great people and we look

continues on page 5
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Happy Belated birthday 
Uncle Dooby & Cousin Mikey
Thanks for sharing your cake 

it was really good! From Your little
pals and I tall one…

NOVA - JASON - ANDREA & SHAINA

Happy Belated Birthday 
Mikey and Dooby!

Wishes for many more 
to come your way 

(the food was great Rosie!)
We Love U! Joey & Julene

Happy Birthday 
“Timothy”

I wish I could be with you 
on your special day. Always 

remember I’m thinking of you. 
I love and miss you very much. 

Love, Lisa 

Happy Birthday 
“Squirrel” 

We love and miss you. 
Love, Jr. & Sissy

Happy 8th Birthday 
“Jr.”

Wow how time flies, 
you’re growing up so fast. 

You have accomplished so much and
we are very proud of you in 
everything you do. We hope 

you have a great day and 
enjoy your party. 

Love, Mom & Timothy

Happy Birthday 
“Brother”

I know I can be a bother sometimes,
but it’s only because I love you. 

Love, Sissy

Happy Belated birthday to 
Nakota Tow!!

“Kota” I hope you had a fun day and
got what you wished for.

Love Uncle Si

Happy Belated Birthday to 
Alonza Arellanes!!

“Biddy” I hope you had a fun 
filled day and hope you got 

your pink princess.
Love Silas

Happy Birthday to 
Deanna Rascon!!
I hope you have a 

good one and have fun.
From Silas

Happy Birthday to 
Nicole Vincent!!

“Licky” me and Lex hope you have a
good birthday.

From Silas & Alexa

Happy Birthday to 
Kalani Williams

“Tookies” I hope you have a nice 
birthday and hope you have fun.

From Silas

Happy Birthday to 
Christian Arellanes!! 

Happy 16th
From Si & Lex

I want to wish my little “Princess” a
HAPPY 4th BIRTHDAY “Lexy” 

you are turning four years old and
should be graduating from pre-

school next year. Where have the

years gone? I wish you were still
that same little baby that came
into my life 3 years ago. I tell you

that all the time and you always tell
me “Mommy I’m getting bigger now”.

“Lexy” you are so funny and say
some silly things and that’s what

keeps me going and you’re funny even
when you get in trouble cause you do
some funny things to make me laugh

when I am mad at you. That’s why I
can never stay mad at you for long.
“Lexy” I hope you enjoy and have fun

at your party. I still don’t know
which one you want to be, “Genebee”,

“Sleeping Beauty”,  or 
“the dark girl” I guess you 

want to be all of them huh? 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY “Princess Lexy”!! 

Love Mommy

Happy 8th Birthday to a special
grandson (Dooner) 

We love you so much! 
Lots of Hugs & Kisses,

Grandma and Grandpa Vincent

Carlton Joseph Carlyle, Jr. 
“Silly Goose”

I want to wish you a Wonderful,
exciting, amazing Happy 8th

Birthday. I LOVE YOU SON and 
will always be by your side no 

matter what. I am very proud of 
the things you do in life, keep up 

the good work. Have a great 
birthday party and enjoy!

Love you with all my heart, DAD

Happy Birthday to Katie
I LOVE YOU MEATY, you are 

becoming a big girl, thanks for
always being my wrestling partner,
you’re the best. Keep shooting for

the stars Meaty cause you are
going to be something special. 

Rock on to SLIPKNOT
LOVE YOUR DAD, TOM

Happy birthday to 
Junior Carlyle!

My Dearest Sweetheart 
here is wishing you a great birthday. 

But you are as young as you feel. 
Even though I hang out with you 
sometimes, you act like you’re 

the older one. Here I am the 
spring chicken. I love you very much

and I’m wishing you a very 
Happy Birthday. 

Your admirer, “W. Jay”

Happy Birthday 
Skeeter (Marlin Peters) 

have a great day. 
Love, your Grandma Debbie

Happy Birthday to my son 
Norbert Peters, Sr. 

Love your mom

Happy Birthday to my 
granddaughters 

Shannon and Dannon
Much love from your 

Grandma Evelina

Happy Birthday 
Robert Villareal (Dad)

It was a pleasant surprise to have
you come to Maricopa and to be able
to spend your birthday with you. We
hope you enjoyed your time just as

much as we enjoyed having you,
Mabel, Rhonda, Lupita, Taylor and
Ricky here. We plan on seeing you

guys very soon again.
Love, Robert & Family

To: Dannon
Happy Birthday to You!

Enjoy your day!
Love Always, John & Terri

To: Ms. Evelina and Ms. Leona
Happy Birthday to you both!

Love Always, John & Terri

Happy Birthday Seda
Love Bone and Family

Happy Birthday to our 
Grandma & Yoo-Yoo

Every day we spend with you is 
like a celebration. Hope you 

both enjoy your special days in 
your own special way.

Love, Cecil, Raychel & kids

“Happy 13” to Dannon Peters
Dan, we want you to know that we
are very proud of all the things you

have done in your life (big and small)
and we have loved seeing our little

tween now become a beautiful teen.
Love, Dad & Mom

To our sister Dannon
Happy 13th Birthday – Team Jacob

all the way! (Morgan & Zuke)
Love you – (Cecily) Hugs and Kisses

– (Darren, Rach & Percy)

Happy Birthday!
“Kalvin”

Love Daddy

Maricopa Youth Football Team Pee Wee Cougars - 
Attitude, Pride, Confidence, Desire and Love for the Game

TEAM ROSTER: Aaron Owens, Aaron Morgan, Arnulfo Bandin III, 
Brenden Crane, Cameron Garcia, David Owens, Isaac Miranda, Isaac Soqui,

Jahtura Modica, Jeramiah Perez, Jonathyn Samuel, Kody Gaylord, Marcus Stephens, 
Michael Waites, Ruben Baltierra, Tahj Kimble, Tahji Holloman.

We are proud of You Isaac Miranda.
May God Bless the Team Members, Coaches (BIG BOY) 

and Cougar Parents for a great experience!

Submitted by: Yolanda Miranda



On Tuesday, March 30, the Elders

from Ak-Chin will be treated to a visit

to Sells andTopawa, Arizona.

The chartered bus for the trip will

leave the Elder Center at 9 am and will

return back to Ak-Chin at about 5pm.

After touring the Papago Cowboy

Exhibit at  the Tohono O’odham

Cultural Center and Museum in

Topawa, elders will be stopping at the

Tohono O’odham Desert Rain Café for

lunch.  This new Tohono O’odham

non-profit restaurant in Sells features

an outdoor patio and all traditional

foods.

Because of the popularity of this

trip creating a waiting list,  the Elder

Center has chartered a bus so that ALL

community elders can attend.

The reservation deadline for this

trip has been extended to Monday

March 22. For reservations contact

the Elder Center at 520-568-1750.
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Elder Trip deadline to Papago Cowboy

Exhibit in Topawa extended to March 22nd

2010 goals to improve, create, and

develop resources and efforts to further

sustain our Community, moves on. 

The Waste Water Treatment

Facility is on target and construction

positive. Continued water line and

grinder pump removal moves forward,

as those in the Greasewood division

see and experience everyday, when

traveling on the neighborhood streets.

At the conclusion of the project those

areas of construction will be addressed.

As discussed in our Community

Meetings, ACIC is purchasing the

Southern Dunes Golf Course, which is

located north of and is contiguous with

community. The added potential with

Southern Dunes and Harrah’s Ak-Chin

Casino will give additional economic

stability and overall benefit for both

parties to work hand in hand.

The progress of the 152 room hotel

addition to Harrah’s Ak-Chin Casino

Resort continues to move forward with

identifying Penta Building Group for

preconstruction services. 

On a more general plan, Council

has been reviewing options to address

the Community’s economic and com-

mercial feasibility. We plan to identify

resources to the initial steps in creating

and defining the commercial opportu-

nities that present themselves along

highway 347 by April.

With the hotel expansion and the

goal of creating more housing comes

the need to have our Fire Department

meet those demands. Review of a new

Fire Station on the northwest corner

near the water tank of the casino area is

currently the designated area. Aspects

to traffic and roads are being reviewed.

Council Updates
As noted prior, Council is schedul-

ing to meet with Community Boards,

Commissions and Committees, to

review and update by-laws, policies

and procedures. In doing so, there may

be redeveloped committees as mem-

bers identified may no longer be pres-

ent. Just to name a few of them are Law

and Order Code Committee, Election

Board, Livestock Committee, Farm

Board, Housing Commission, TGA

Commission, Education Committee,

Industrial Board, ACES Board,

Pageant Committee, P&Z

Commission, etc.

2010 Census is just days away,

please make the time to get counted.

The positive benefits of updating our

Census numbers for the Community

can make a difference. March 22 is the

kickoff at the Service Center in the

main village.

Council met with Gila River

Health Care Commission and present-

ed concerns and requests for additional

information on the process of services

for the Community. GRHCC will be

providing information and responses to

the questions which Council will pres-

ent at the next Community Meeting on

March 29th.

Thank you,

Ak-Chin Tribal Council

Community Meeting
Monday, March 29, 2010

Ak-Chin Service Center

6 - 8 pm
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MHS Students hear living history

The new part-time library pages

have been working hard this week and

retaining the wealth of information from

all library staff. Their first day was

tough. Ashley and Karen had to listen to

Library Manager Melanie talk for 3

hours. The following day, they had to

endure Library Assistant, Jeffrey Stoffer

talk about programs. Their third day, they

observed Library Technician, Matthew

Cross explain the intricate details on how

to clean DVDs and CDs. Library Clerk,

Jeannette Peters had them on their fourth

day, explaining her future craft program

with Teens. Today, they will learn how to

make movie style popcorn and the test

will come on Saturday.

Saturday, Karen and Ashley will wit-

ness “behind the scenes” on the library’s

first big program of the year—not only

will the library staff be grilling all beef

hot dogs, but library staff will be show-

ing “Twilight in Forks,” and “New

Moon.” All the festivities will start at

noon. This event is for all hard-core

Twilight Saga readers, fans, and movie

goers! Not to mention, if you are a Team

Jacob or Team Edward fan, everyone

will have a shot a winning life-size cut-

outs of Jacob, Edward or all three (Jacob,

Edward, & Bella). Cut-outs will be deter-

mined by answers to trivia questions

from both the book and the movie.

Prizes will be raffled off for laminated

posters, Jacob puzzle, door hangers and

Twilight books!

On a different note, evening hours

will resume as soon as lobby cameras are

installed. We appreciate the patience of

everyone and the Council for expediting

the camera purchase for the lobby.

Sunday hours are projected to begin

April 11th from noon to 4 p.m. Karen

Ashley will be shadowing current

Library staff on the Circ desk to prepare

to open the Library doors on Sundays.

Not Without Hope by Nick Schyler.

In February 2009, 24-year-old author,

Nick Schuyler and three football

friends—Raiders linebacker Marquis

Cooper, 26, Lions defensive end Corey

Smith, 29, and Will Bleakley, 25, a team-

mate from the University of South

Florida—sailed away from Tampa Bay

for a day in the Gulf of Mexico. But 35

miles off the Florida coast, their 21-foot

boat flipped. For more than 12 hours,

they gripped the boat as the temperature

dropped and the waves climbed. Then, to

Schuyler’s horror, one by one, his friends

succumbed to hypothermia. Found 45

hours later, Schuyler too suffered severe

hypothermia, injuries, and the guilt of

being the only man to survive.  

Making Rounds with Oscar by

David Dosa.  An otherwise ordinary cat,

Oscar has the uncanny ability to predict

when people are about to die. Adopted by

staff members at Steere House nursing

home when he was a kitten, the three-

year-old tabby has presided over the

deaths of more than twenty-five nursing

home residents thus far. His mere pres-

ence at the bedside is viewed by physi-

cians and nursing-home staff as an

almost absolute indicator of impending

death, considered a blessing because it

allows staff members to notify families

that the end is near and because he pro-

vides companionship to those who would

otherwise have died alone. 

Letters to Jackie: condolences from

a grieving nation letters selected by Ellen

Fitzpatrick. Book contains examples of

the thousands of condolences letters

written on Jacqueline Kennedy following

the assassination of her husband,

President John F. Kennedy.

LIBRARY NEWS

Sunday Hours

New Books

Maricopa Unified School District will be hosting Kindergarten Round-Ups at
each of our elementary school sites on March 30th at 10:30AM and 6:00 PM. 

The registration is open to any child Kindergarten age-eligible (5 years old
before August 31, 2010). Parents should bring immunizations records,
proof of residency and a birth certificate. Individual tours can also be
scheduled by contacting the appropriate school site. For more information
please call 520.568.5100 x 1008, visit the website at
www.marciopausd.org or call one of the six elementary school sites:

Butterfield Elementary – 520.568.6100 
Maricopa Elementary – 520.568.5160
Pima Butte Elementary – 520.568.7150 
Saddleback Elementary – 520.568.6110 
Cruz Elementary – 520.568.5170 
Santa Rosa Elementary – 520.568.6150

Kindergarten Round-Up

Many have seen war movies which

depict World War II, the Korean

Conflict, and the Vietnam War or

Schindler’s List, which is a story about

the Holocaust. Maricopa High School

11th grade history students were given

a first hand glimpse of living history

with the visit of two speakers to the old

gymnasium on Tuesday, March 2nd. 

Dr. Alexander White is a Holocaust

survivor who was in Oskar Schindler’s

camp. He spoke of time spent in vari-

ous concentration camps and his brief

encounter with Nazi leader Adolph

Hitler. Dr. White encouraged the stu-

dents to be a ‘mensch,’ someone who is

decent, responsible, and of good charac-

ter. 

Master Chief Petty Officer Jack

Duncan, U.S. Navy Retired, spoke next,

and shared his 43 years in the military.

Enlisting in 1942, Duncan served dur-

ing World War II, the Korean Conflict,

and the Vietnam War. He explained the

importance of getting an education, and

encouraged interested students to seek

careers in the armed services. 

Both allowed time for questions

after their presentations. Some students

sought autographs and opportunity to

speak with White and Duncan one on

one.  

Dr. Alexander B. White poses with
his book “Be A Mensch.”

Retired Navy Master Chief Petty
Officer Jack Duncan. 
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Photo by R. Miguel

Construction Crews will begin
working within the Greasewood
Subdivision and will continue through
September 2010.  This work is neces-
sary to eliminate the existing Grinder
Pump Stations.   Please use the alternate
detour routes as posted and for your
safety, follow all traffic control meas-
ures.

As the days get longer and sun rises
earlier, the contractor’s crews will also
be starting earlier.  Workers are current-
ly starting at 7:00 a.m., but will soon
begin their work days at 6:30 a.m., and

eventually as early as 6:00 a.m. as the
days get lighter and warmer.

All Emergency, Health, Welfare,
Bus Stops, Schwan’s deliveries and
Trash Services will be maintained dur-
ing this period.   Please contact the EPD
520-568-1155 if you have any questions
or concerns, as they will be coordinat-
ing efforts with the contractor.

Thank you for your patience,
AK-Chin Capital Projects
MGC Contractors, Inc.

Dear Greasewood Subdivision Resident,

Footz the Clown visits Preschool

Unity continued

look forward to next year and a stop at
your recreation center.”

Before departing to their next desti-
nation, officials from the Tohono
O’odham Nation relayed information to
Unity coordinators of the recent up-rise
of the ongoing drug wars that have con-
tinued to alarm people who trek into
Mexico. The 2010 Unity’s final destina-
tion is in Cedagi Waihia (Pozo Verde)
Sonora, Mexico. 

Participants and coordinators dis-
cussed the alternatives of trekking into
Pozo Verde for the final closing cere-
monies on Saturday, or stopping in New
Fields, where a make shift headquarters
will be placed. New Fields is located in
Arizona, just within miles of the
Mexican border. 

After receiving the drug cartel
threat, some in the Ak-Chin group felt
the strength to continue into Pozo Verde
would benefit Unity greatly, sending a
message that their purpose will over-
come any obstacle that may hinder their
journey.

The welcomed rest in Ak-Chin pro-

vided runners and coordinators a fresh
start as they made their way down
Farrell Road.

Ak-Chin runners participating in
Unity are; Cecily Peters, Dannon
Peters, Jonas Miguel, Kathleen Miguel,
Jose Lopez, Alex Lopez, Danel Peters,
Kaycee Lopez and Lucio Martinez.

At press time, runners made
their way to the Tohono O’odham
Nation, enroute to the Archie Hendricks
Sr. Skilled Nursing Facility. 

Unity affiliates would like to thank
the following for preparing the food and
allowing Unity runners and personnel
to use their homes; Costella Lopez,
Dorissa “Sha” Garcia, Lerline Peters,
Georgia Corella, Delia Carlyle,
Genevieve Miguel, Denise Miguel,
Janice Perez, Mary Anna Soliz, Lisa
Garcia, Gwen Lopez, Jennifer Zepeda,
Rufus White, Benedict Miguel
(Coordinator), Francisco Miguel
(Coordinator), Donation Committee,
Cultural Resources Department, Gabe
Lopez, Marla Antone, Youth Council,
Bea Romo, Gilbert Joaquin, Robert
Miguel and Vanessa Soliz.

Ak-Chin Councilman, Gabriel Lopez, addresses the Ak-Chin UNITY contin-
gent before they depart for the UNITY run.

Through a grant from ITCA; in
conjunction with United Way; the Ak-
Chin Child Development school was
able to bring “Footz the Clown” to the
community for parents and children to
enjoy her presentation on the fun and
importance of literacy.

Forty-Nine students and parents
enjoyed Footz’ presentation as she
focused on book reading, colors, letters,

numbers and counting. 
She encouraged parents to get

involved with their child’s literacy by
setting up fun activities to the men-
tioned subjects.

Following the presentation, chil-
dren were allowed to mingle with
Footz. Each child in attendance
received a book, courtesy of the grant.

Footz the Clown explains to parents and children how fun it is to color during
her presentation at the Ak-Chin Preschool. 

Story by R. Miguel & Photo Deidra Carlyle



66 March 19 - 31, 2010

Maricopa Elementary Spring Book Fair

Monday, 3/22 – 8:30-3:30

Tuesday, 3/23 – 8:30-7:00 p.m.
(Family night)

Wednesday, 3/24 – 8:30-2:00

Thursday, 3/25 – 8:30-3:30

Friday, 3/26 – 8:30-1:00

Maricopa
Elementary 

Spring Carnival

Saturday, March 20th 
from 

9am-1pm. 



TGA Commissioners Sworn In
77 March 19 - 31, 2010

Rebecca Alvarez
and Lisa Garcia
are sworn into the
Ak-Chin Tribal
G a m i n g
Commission by
Ak-Chin Vice-
C h a i r p e r s o n ,
Leslie Carlyle-
Burnett  during a
ceremony last
week at TGA
Headquarters.

Ak-Chin Vice-
C h a i r p e r s o n ,
Leslie Carlyle-
Burnett congratu-
lates Terry Enos
after administering
his Oath of Office.
Enos was selected
the Commission
Vice -Cha i rman
immediately fol-
lowing. 

Miss Gila River 2010-2011 Tia
Benally speaks to the audience after
she is crowned on Saturday, March
13th at the Komatke Boy’s and Girl’s
Club in District #6 Community. Four
girls competed for the title of Miss
Gila River. Selected as 1st attendeant
is Lorena Clashin (far left), both are
from District #3. The Miss Gila River
pageant precedes the 48th Annual
Mul-Chu-Tha Fair celebration to be
held beginning Friday, March 19 - 21,
2010 in Sacaton. 

The 2010-2011 New
Miss Gila River

Photo by KD Morago

Photo by KD Morago

Photo by KD Morago

Use your health, even to the point 
of wearing it out. That is what it
is for. Spend all you have before 
you die; do not outlive yourself.

—George Bernard Shaw

When you’re green you’re 
growing, and when you’re 

ripe you start to rot.
—Ray Kroc

If it weren’t for the fact that the 
TV set and the refrigerator are 

so far apart, some of us 
wouldn’t get any exercise at all.

—Joey Adams

One should always play fair 
when one has the winning cards.

—Oscar Wilde

Life is not lost by dying; life 
is lost minute by minute, day 

by dragging day, in all the
thousand small uncaring ways.

—Stephen Vincent Benét
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2010 Intersession
For five; pretty much sunny
spring days; K-12 Ak-Chin
students had the privilege
of being entertained by Ak-
Chin Indian Community
Departments with fun and
games, as Intersession
Activities were hosted at
the  Ak-Chin Recreational
Facility.

The Education Department
Conducted a Joint Activity
with Courts and Social
Services.  

“What an awesome day!
We had a total of 30 stu-
dents for the activity,”  stat-
ed Education Director, Jana
Narcia, as she also provid-
ed a breakdown of their
day’s activities.

Games Played:  Checkers
Concentration (Conducted
by Mr. Yee & Lab Tutor,
Christine McCaulay. Also,
did puzzles.

Activities:  coloring &
reading (conducted by Lab
Tutors, Roberta Rice &
Jennie Young)

Bingo:  Drake Lewis &
Lab Tutor, Roberta Rice

Kick Ball:  All depart-
ments & MUSD Rep - June
Shull (participated with the
student (activity in park): 

Dance Freeze:  staff partic-
ipated with students by
assisting with the music
played on June Shull's
"boom box."  Staff from all
departments "cheered" on
the students who participat-
ed with the "hula hoops."

Dance Contest:  Richard
Joaquin III & Doria Garcia
(these kids were "tearing
up the floor").

Courts employee Lisa
Wilshire said the youth
“were very energetic. The
afternoon kick-ball game
was enjoyable for both
employees and staff.”

Edward Mouchette thought
“the inter-session went
great. It was a pleasure to
get to know the younger
age group of the communi-
ty. They were very interac-
tive. Good Job boys on
winning the kickball game.
We had a good time.”

Sandy Mays, Preschool
Coordinator comments,
“We shared the intersession
group with the Library. I
wasn't there... but I heard it
was a lot of fun!”

Although it rained on
Monday, that did not
damper the Recreation’s
spirits, who quickly recov-
ery from the canceled
Rockman Trip and spon-
sored their own activity
that included dancing,
karaoke and scavenger
hunts.

Other departments who
hosted activities inlcuded:
Diabetes, Fire, Housing,
Him-Dak and Runner.

Kudos to all the depart-
ments who pitched in for
the food, snacks and drinks
during the week-long activ-
ity. (Elderly, Cultural
Resource, Language and
Police).

Special thanks to Hilary’s
gang “Peer Leadership” for
filling in when needed and
to the Youth Council, who
was more than willing to
assist with activities and
mentoring. Great Job to all!

Clockwise: James Lopez attempts a block
during a one on one game against Officer
Greg Perry during Intersession.

During Monday’s Intersession, Hawaiian
Dancers took time to teach the children a
hula dance.

Edward Mouchette leads the conga line to
lunch as children behind him have a good
time. 

Ak-Chin Fire Marshal Cecil Peters oversees
Tommy Pablo as he extinguishes a fire.

Ak-Chin Youth Council members young students
make Hawaiian leis   

Above: Julene Narcia
and Sylvia Guiterrez
help children with
their arts & crafts.

Right: Richard
Joaquin III shows off
his winning moves
during “Freeze
Dancing”.

Bottom: Maureen
Conlin of “Happy
Notes Music” leads
kids in making
sounds with tube-like
instruments.

Noahli Antone, Sharon Carlyle, Lisa Garcia and
Bianca Valenzuela dance in sync to the DJ sounds
of Diana Estrada. 

Carlton Carlyle, Jr. puts on the ultimate checker
move as William Yee watches in amazement.

The Language Program hosted O’odham Bingo 
by calling out the numbers and colors in O’odham. 

Children have a “ball” playing with a huge volley-
ball during the Diabetes Prevention session.  
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Gila River and Salt River capture 
Ak-Chin Jr. High Basketball tourneys

Dennis Antone of Ak-Chin dribbles between two defenders in the boy’s tournament.

A Lady Warriors player attempts to shoot between two Wildcat defenders 
during girl’s tourney action. The Wildcats placed second in the tournament.

Girl’s Division

Third Place
Arizona Swish

Girl’s Division

Second Place
Wildcats

Girl’s Division

Champions
Renegades

Boy’s Division

Third Place
Tolani Lake

Boy’s Division

Second Place
Window Rock

Boy’s Division

Champions
Gila River

Story by R. Miguel & Photos by Runner Staff

The Gila River boy’s basketball
squad and Salt River Renegades girl’s
team captured the Ak-Chin Jr. High Boys
and Girls Basketball Tournament held
during the week of March 6th and 7th. 

The Renegades knocked off District
6, Wildcats, Lady Warriors and Arizona
Swish to nab a spot in the title game. 

They ended up defeating the
Wildcats, who they defeated in the sec-
ond round, in the championship game. 

The Renegades have been a constant
participant in Ak-Chin tournaments and
usually have placed in the top three dur-
ing the past few years.

The Gila River boy’s squad have

also been participants in tournaments the
previous years and have captured tour-
ney titles. 

They can add the 2010 title to their
resume as they battled hard through a
tough tournament field that featured two
strong teams from the Navajo Nation.

Gila River defeated Ak-Chin, and
then lost to Window Rock. In the loser’s
bracket, they defeated Tolani Lake,
which earned them a spot in the title
game against Window Rock.

Seeking revenge, Gila River played
great and took the tourney title with a 45-
42 victory over a disappointed Window
Rock squad.
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Maricopa Athletes recognized during banquet

Maricopa High School basketball
players were recognized during the
annual 2010 Maricopa High School
Sports Banquet. 
Varsity Rams; Jace Dickerson, Jarvis
Gonzalez, Lester Gonzalez, Terrance
Motley, Davon Snell and Freddy Mena
were recognized by Head Coach Andy
Brandchik for their team play and indi-
vidual accomplishments. 

Dickerson received the Ram
Varsity Award and Jarvis Gonzalez the
Varsity Defensive Award and 4A-II
East Sky 2nd Team All Conference,
while Lester Gonzalez, Snell and Mena
nabbed the 4A-II East Sky Region
Honorable Mention awards. 

The six were key players in helping
the Rams qualify for the 4A state tour-
nament. 

Lady Ram Varsity Head Coach
Jennifer Miller recognized Julia
Dickerson, with the Hustle Award and
gave her a certificate for being selected
4A-II East Sky Honorable Mention. 

Brianna Estrada, honored with her
Varsity Letter Award. Amanda Hamm
also received 4A-II Honorable Mention
accolades while Brittany Parks was
selected 1st Team 4A-II. The four also
helped the Lady Rams qualify for the
state tournament.

Special recognition went to Ram
senior forward/center, Motley, who was
selected All-Region Player of the Year
for the 4A-II, East Sky Conference. 

Motley will represent Maricopa
and the conference during the 4A All-
Star Basketball game.

Right: Maricopa Rams for-
ward/center, Terrance Motley
battle for position during a reg-
ular season game against Notre
Dame Prep. 

The 6’5 senior was named 4A-
II Conference Player of the
Year after averaging nearly 18
points per game.

Motley will represent MHS
during the 4A All-Star game
which will be played at an
undetermined site. The game
will be played at the conclu-
sion of the school year. 

Brianna Estrada and Julia Dickerson show off their awards following the annual
Maricopa High School Basketball banquet.

Lester Gonzalez, Jace Dickerson and Jarvis Gonzalez are recognized with numer-
ous awards during the annual MHS Winter Sports Banquet.

Ak-Chin Sports
Above: The Ak-Chin High School girl’s basket-
ball team took second place in a basketball tour-
nament in Salt River just recently. 

Both Ak-Chin boy’s and girl’s teams were also
given Sportsmanship Awards for their positive
behavior and demeanor on and off the court
throughout the tourney. Named to the All-
Tournament Team were; Julia Dickerson, Alyssa
Garcia and Brianna Estrada. Shauna Richmond
was given the Hustle Award.

Right: Alexis Estrada goes in for a layup against
Ft. McDowell during a Friendship Youth League

Ak-Chin girls from l to r: Paige Provost, Amber Antone, Alyssa Garcia, Shauna
Richmond, Brianna Estrada, Julia Dickerson and Cecily Peters.

Story by R. Miguel & photos submitted by Ann Antone

Photo submitted by Lisa Garcia

Photo by R. Miguel
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Current openings 
in the Community:

Tool Crib Attendant-
Maintenace


Groundskeeper-

Parks and Recreation


Graphic Artist


Social Services Supervisor


Language Technician
(Enrolled Community 

Members Only)

Check with Human Resources for
the latest job announcements.

Please pick up applications at
the Human Resources Office or 

e-mail your resume to 
resumes@ak-chin.nsn.us.

Complete your 
application in full and be sure

to sign your name. Submit
applications before the closing
date as late applications will

not be accepted.

If you are claiming Indian
Preference, proof of tribal

enrollment MUST be submitted
at the time of application.

The Annual Performance 
Reports (APR) are available
at the Housing Department 

office for review. 

If you would like a copy 
please call the 

Housing Department office 
at (520) 568-1730. 

These reports will be submitted 
to Phoenix HUD office.

The Annual 
Performance Reports

(APR) 
Are Available

My name is Ashley Vincent and I am
eighteen years young.  I was born
June 10th in Sacaton, Arizona and
have lived on the Ak-Chin Indian
Community with my grandma my
whole life.  Throughout all my years
of education, K-12th grade, I attend-
ed the Maricopa District Schools.  I
am proud to say that I graduated
from Maricopa High School on May
29th of 2009.  (Class of ‘09!!)  

Currently I am attending my first
semester of college at MCC in Mesa,
Arizona.  There I am furthering my
schooling to earn my degree to be a
certified EMT/Paramedic in hopes of
some day working here on the reser-
vation.  For five years I have been
part of the Ak-Chin Youth Council
and currently am serving my term as
vice-president.  In being a part of the
youth council I have had many
opportunities to travel to different
reservations, states, and met a great
amount of Native Americans from all
over the U.S.  If I am not working
with the youth council or doing
school work I am usually with my
family and friends whom I love
hanging out with.

Hi!  My name is Karen Gardner.  
I have lived on the Ak-Chin reserva-
tion all my life. I am married and
have two children, ages six and two.
My favorite things to do are partici-
pate in volleyball leagues or tourna-
ments with family and celebrating
the holidays with my family.

Eddie Gonzalez
Detention Officer

Detention

Tomasina Long
Detention Officer

Detention

Guadalupe Galaviz
Teacher’s Aide

Preschool

Karen Gardner
Library Page

Library

Ashley Vincent
Library Page

Library
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March/April Holy Week 2010
St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Mission

Ak-Chin Indian Community 

16657 N. Church St. Maricopa, AZ 85139

Sunday Mass at 12 PM 
Sunday, March 21, 2010 Fifth Sunday of Lent with James R. Blantz, C.S.C.

Holy Week 2010 with Father Dale M. Jamison, O.F.M.

Sunday, March 28, 2010 Palm Sunday, the entrance of Jesus into Jerusalem

Thursday April 1, 2010 at 7:00 PM Holy Thursday, the institution of

Communion and the betrayal by Judas

Friday, April 2, 2010 at 7:00 PM Good Friday, the arrest, trial, crucifixion,

death, and burial of Jesus Christ

Saturday, April 3, 2010 at 7:30 PM Holy Saturday, the Sabbath on which Jesus

rested in the grave

Sunday, April 4, 2010 Easter Sunday, Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead

Stations of the Cross

Come and participate as we walk with Jesus. The “Stations of the Cross” go over

the final hours of Jesus, and the devotion commemorating the Passion. Fridays
(The Season of Lent) at 6:00 PM.
St. Francis of Assisi Roman Catholic Mission 

Special Events:
Catholic Council of Elders

March 27, 2010 at 10:00 AM

Hosted by Intertribal Kateri Tekakwitha Circle 

Held at St. Mary’s Basilica in Phoenix, AZ

Chrism Mass 

March 29, 2010 at 7:00 PM

Sts. Simon & Jude Cathedral

6351 North 27th Avenue

Phoenix, AZ 85017-1804

Most Reverend Thomas J. Olmsted 

Bishop of Diocese of Phoenix 

Request of Administration of Communion and Viaticum 

Every Sunday, Holy Week, and Easter

E-mail: dean.p.peters@gmail.com

Cell: 520-371-8256 

Dean P. Peters 

+Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion 

+Sacristan/Advisor

As an American Indian or Alaska

native, you may be skeptical about

government intrusions into your per-

sonal life. However, there is an upcom-

ing monumental effort that needs the

help of you and other American

Indians and Alaska Natives: the 2010

Census.

Why? Your participation is key to

receiving community benefits that are

desperately needed on and off tribal

lands.

By filling out the 2010 Census

form, an average $1,200 per person of

census?based federal money will be

distributed annually for the next 10

years to your community.

These federal funds can go toward

a wide range of government services,

such as public housing, health care,

education and roads. The bottom line is

the more American Indian and Alaska

Natives who are counted, the more

money the community receives.

Still concerned about divulging

your personal information to the 2010

Census?

The truth is, by law, the Census

Bureau cannot share individual respon-

dents’ answers with any other govern-

ment agency. This includes the FBI,

the CIA, welfare and immigration. In

fact, not even the President of the

United States can find out individual

respondents’ answers. This same law

prohibits the Census Bureau from sell-

ing or giving away addresses.

Every U.S. Census Bureau

employee goes through a thorough

background check prior to hiring and is

sworn to secrecy on individual respon-

dent’s information. They know that if

they give out any information, they can

face a $250,000 fine and jail time.

In the spring of 2010 when your

census form arrives, please take 10

minutes to complete the form; it will

pay dividends to your community. The

census is safe, and participation is easy

and important.

2010 Census: No Reason to be

Skeptical Contact: Scott Sylvester
406.294.8113
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COOLIDGE, AZ – On Saturday,
March 20, Casa Grande Ruins National
Monument will host Frank Pinkley
Day in honor of the life and accom-
plishments of Frank Pinkley (1881-
1940). Come join us for this special
tribute to a man who personified the
National Park Service spirit and whose
great legacy remains with us to this
day. Ranger Dave Winchester will
give a slide presentation on the life of
Frank “Boss” Pinkley at 3:00 P.M.
Throughout the day the monument will
also screen Ken Burn’s film featurette,
“The Boss,” produced along with his
film series, “The National Parks –
America’s Best Idea.”

Pinkley was the first resident cus-
todian of Casa Grande Ruins and later
the first Superintendent of the
Southwestern Monuments. His first
residence at the monument was a tent
house to which a wood supported metal
roof was added when he married Edna
Townsley in 1906. The Pinkleys con-
structed their own adobe house at the
monument in 1911, an act soon reward-
ed by presentation of a bill of collec-
tion for rent by the U.S. Government.

Pinkley served in the Arizona

Senate from 1914 to 1918 and was
involved in numerous civic activities in
Florence and Coolidge. He returned to
his duties at Casa Grande Ruins in
1918 and remained a staunch defender
and advocate of the national monu-
ments of the southwest for the rest of
his life. The City of Coolidge contin-
ues to honor Pinkley with street names
and with the preservation of historic
buildings such as the Coolidge
Women’s Club and the Coolidge
M a s o n i c T e m p l e .

Casa Grande Ruins National
Monument protects the multi-story
‘Great House’ and the ruins of other
ancient structures built by the people of
the Sonoran Desert over 800 years ago.
Established as the nation’s first archeo-
logical reserve in 1892, the Ruins
sparked the beginning of the archeo-
logical preservation movement in
America. The Monument is open
daily from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
except for Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Directions and additional
information are available on the
M o n u m e n t ’ s w e b s i t e ,
http://www.nps.gov/cagr, or you may
call (520) 723-3172.

Celebrate Frank Pinkley Day at Casa

Grande Ruins National Monument

March 20, 2010

PINAL COUNTY, Ariz. – Central
Arizona College presents Godspell on
Friday, March 26, at 7 p.m., and
Sunday, March 28, at 3 p.m., inside the
Don P. Pence Center for Visual &
Performing Arts at the Signal Peak
Campus.

Tickets for the show are $5 for
adults. There is no charge for any stu-
dent with an I.D.

Advance tickets may be purchased
by calling the Cashier’s Office at 520-
494-5240 Monday through Friday
from 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Tickets also may be
purchased in person at the Cashier’s
Office - located in the Student Services
Building (Building M, Clock Tower)
on the Signal Peak Campus - during
that same time period.

Day-of-show tickets are available
90 minutes prior to the scheduled start
of the production.

Conceived and originally directed
by John-Michael Tebelak, with music
and new lyrics by Stephen Schwartz,
Godspell is one of the biggest off-
Broadway and Broadway successes of
a l l - t i m e .

Based on the gospel according to
St. Matthew, and featuring a score by
Stephen Schwartz, Godspell features a
list of well-known songs that include
Day by Day, Prepare Ye the Way of the
Lord, Learn Your Lessons Well, All for
the Best, All Good Gifts, Turn Back, O
Man and By My Side.

“Drawing from various theatrical
traditions, such as pantomime, cha-

Godspell set for March 26 & 28 at CAC’s Pence Center; 

Special no-cost matinee for schools March 25 & 30
rades, acrobatics and Vaudeville,
Godspell is a groundbreaking and
unique reflection on the life of Jesus,
with a message of kindness, tolerance
and love,” John Owens, CAC’s profes-
sor of theater and the director of the
production, explained.

The cast of Godspell features both
students from Central Arizona College
and members of the community. The
following actors have been cast for the
production:

Arlette Argati, Ivan Baez, Sarah
Barnhouse, Danette Carey, Gabriella
Dominguez, Matt Higgs, Gilbert
Montano, Kim Osteen-Petreshock, 
Reggie Nichols, Jordan Price, Timothy

Steele, and Sarah Wester. 
In addition to the two shows open

to the public, Central Arizona College
is inviting middle and high schools to
bring their students for a complimenta-
ry morning matinee on Thursday,
March 25, or Tuesday, March 30.

The performances begin at 10 a.m.
and are available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Home schooled students
also are invited.

To make a reservation, schools
may contact Stella Garcia, media and
community events assistant, by phone
at 520-494-5204, or by e-mail at stel-
la.garcia@centralaz.edu.



1414 March 19 - 31, 2010

Dear Friends,

The Walk Home is coming home!

After walking nearly 3,000 miles, the

walkers have arrived in Arizona and

will arrive home on Saturday, March

20, 2010. We want to celebrate their

remarkable journey to Native wellness

with the community and friends. 

When the Walk Home started more

than 18 months ago, it was just a

dream, and it has faced many obstacles

along the way. But step by step, the

walkers have inspired people along the

route to examine how they can take

charge of their own wellness. 

They have visited Native commu-

nities – on reservation and in cities –

sharing the ways in which we all have

the solution to creating health and well-

ness. 

They have shared how Native

foods, cultural identity and fitness can

create healthy and vibrant communities. 

As they return home, the walkers

bring the prayers and blessings of many

people whom they met along the way. 

Please join us as we welcome the

walkers home and celebrate their

accomplishment.

The Walk Home Comes Home

Saturday, March 20, 2010

8:00am – Gather at intersection of

Highway 86 and Little Tucson turnoff.

8:00am – 11:00am – Walk to Sells

Ending at TOCA/Tohono Plaza

11:00am – 12:30pm – Traditional

singing and dancing TOCA/Tohono

Plaza (located next to Bashas)

12:30pm – Arrival of Walkers at

TOCA/Tohono Plaza

12:00pm – 2:00pm – Traditional Foods

Lunch

1:00 – 3:00pm – Traditional Singing

and Dancing; Open Mic

What the walkers have accom-

plished is remarkable and inspiring. We

now turn to the Tohono O’odham com-

munity and other friends to celebrate

their accomplishment as well as to share

in their journey toward wellness. For

more information or to learn how you

can help support the arrival of The Walk

Home, please contact us at TOCA.

Thank you for your continued support.

Sincerely, (TOCA)

Tohono O’odham Community Action

(520)383-4966

After 3,000 miles, The Walk Home Group returns to Tohono O’odham Nation

The Walk Home walkers from left to right: Shane Johnson, Daryl Stewart,
organizer Terrell Dew Johnson, Maray Johnson, and Frances Segundo-Lopez,
return home to Sells on Saturday, March 20th. The walk began in the state of
Maine 18 months ago and crossed the entire US.                  (submitted photo)
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