t

) housing. the organized occupation

APF-RDVEU

24 Ot RS - .
. l];o‘!: cug SN 81 iDr.i\_\I-‘r‘:‘;
- '-: LER.\xﬂL\E e e S

BY WIIJLIAM PLEASANT .

NEW YORK CITY, April 19—New
York City polict stormed a brownstone -

- in the heart of Harlenr on Friday after-

.noon. They weren’t looking for thieves,
murderers or rapists. They were on the :
prowl for six Black families. who, had:
occupied an abandoned house for four

‘months. The fanuhes were homeless. . called squatting. Throughout' Westem

' A national movement is gro»‘ing\‘
inside the U.S. that sees as the only
alternative to gentrification,
- homeleksness and substandard

.

-and rehabilitation of unused
- btdlcﬁngs

The police managed to catch only one

. of the two residents who were at home ~ing, thé orgarized-ccipation and yubhc housing in'New York.:Tens of
unlucky enbugh to be-elder-

at the time. Nsia Akuffa Bea was ar-
rested and charged with trespassing.
. Sam White eluded. the police search for
almost an hour, and was subsequently.
entombed alive in the house, courtesy
of the Department of Housing, Préser-
vation and Development’s brick
masons. White remained sealed inthe
building for almost nine hours while his -
friends and supporters pleaded with

* in Karlem Housmg

| " .an almost mysueal i'etpect for private .

. police and fire bfficials to get him’ out.
As night fell, the pblice continued to ig-- §
nore the calls for help, so a small &
organized band of" community folks'
took the situation into their own hands ;-
and literally crashed througha eoncrete
wall with their hands and feet Whlte
was freed, .

Odcupymg abandoned buildings 1s

- Europe, this form of homesteading is"
very popular, paruwlady among youth
and students. But if this country; the*.
- organized oonﬁsmtion of vacant struc-
" tures for- housmg g had very limited 7
* developmént.-Am seem to have;

property, especially when it .takes thef ]
form of real éstate. Yet anat{onal move-*

ment isgrowinginsidethe U.S. thatseeg = . : ‘
as the'only alternative {o- gentnﬁcanon. tdres are slmply leﬂ to rot wh:le over
- homelessness and subfstandaird hois: 100, (xnpeopleareonthewamnglist for

rehabihlationofunusedbuﬂdmgs. «", thousan

The National Latid Reglamation ! ly, handicapped o:’emotionallydnsturb-
Pro;ealsanorgamadon that camein-" edsleep in the streets,”The. housing
to being:almost five fmonths ago. Its - -shortage in:New York City, a housing

rejuvenating Harlemt t
depehdent community,

ugh direct, in- - eommumtied in particular, is-a’ conse-

"New York chapter haz%o its sights on ; shortagé for the Black, Latitio and poor -

uon. v guenoe of dellberate' g(wemmentl cor-

Theére are- thousaéléis of empty. " pdraté policy. The National L4nd Re-.
buildings in New York City, and most. . daization Project has decided to coh-

of them belong to the city. "I‘hese slruc- front that pohcy hwd-on by placing

families in cit&éoWned -abandoned .
buildings. Said Curtis Muhammad, a
leader of the Harlem Reclamation Pro- -

ject, “The city will £0,to any limits to -

put abaridoned properiies up for sale-
and.provide the profitecring rackets for .
the real estate brokers aftd banks. The

“whole focus of this is the white pamc.

over the Black takeover of the inner
cnty ”:

' .Adwoa Adobea, Chasmo*xan for
the Reclamation Project’s Tenant
Screening Committee, summed up the

e e s s e 0ot © e 2+
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CITY VIEWS
|

BY ATHM SENTWALI

DURING MY SIX YEARS AS A MORT-
vage analyvst and project coordinator in
the city's Department of Housing
Preservation and Development'’s Small
- Homes Unit, I became thoroughly
familiar with the auction sale program.
Coordinated and supervised by HPD's
(.entral Sales Unil. the program sells

vacant. city-owned residential proper-lf,'

-5 either through public auction br
- sualed bids. s
' The auctions were originally con-
. ceived to both return to the tax rolls
. properties which lay fallow and
 increase the possibifities of
. homeownership for New Yorkers. 1
‘hought it was a wonderful idea, a pro-
gram to m.ke property accessible to
. ‘Yose who had before only dreamed of
wving their own house. But my
'nthusiasm vanished when it became
pparent that the Residential Auction
sdles Program. as currently structured.
rids gentritication more than anything
‘Ise. Nevelopers and young, urban
usually white) professionals with
inancial clout are the ones who can
st take advantage of the auction pro-
:ram. For others, the auctions are an
aticing game with oftimes financially
«evastating consequences.

The Auction Trap
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Mombars of the Horlem Reclamation Project. 4
Most Harlem residents cannot afford the auctioned bulldings.
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it withi a knife. You will find mdig peo-
~ plechattering back and forth about the
varipus properties listed in the
broghure, the minimum upset price,
and?bidding strategies. Some will be

majority of city residents. In a desper-
ate effort to avoid joining the hordes of
human beings living in the streets and
subways, low and moderate income
people are seeking lo acquire and

rehabilitate auctioned buildings in
unprecedented numbers. In most
cases, they use their entire life savings.
Several weeks prior to the auction
date. the city publishes a brochure
with information on the buildings and
the auction terms and conditions. A
list of the properties, photos, zoning,’
lot and b ocE numbers. minimum
upsel prices and the cash requirements
are included. The auctions are held at
One Police Plaza in Manhattan in an
auditorium. It's not uncommon to see
a line forming outside hours before the
doors open. I have known people to get
onlineat 6:30a.m. fora 9:30 a.m. auc-.
tion lo make sure they get a space
inside before their parcel is called.
The auditorium is usually filled to
capacity and the air is permeated with
an anxiety so thick that you could cut

.0ing, Gaing, Gone

The city's housing inventory
icludes 5.732 vacant buildings, taken
vor for non-payment of property taxes.
hecity plans to put some 600 of those
uildings up for auction each year
ith the number increasing to 800 in
1e near future. Last year, 80-90 per-
‘nt of those 600 buildings were actu-
ly bid upon, with 60 percent going
closing.

Public auctions are conducted
‘ory two months, with an occasional
eak for a scaled bid sale, such as the
ne 26 sale of 149 houses in the
wrlem community.

The city has no difficulty attract-
g people lo its residential auction
les. whit with the drastic shortage of
fordable housing for the vast

talking about previous auctions and

how insane the bids were. Others hud-

dle in corners. nervously counting
fnoney to make sure they have enough

‘to cover the cash requirement for lﬁe
¢ parcel they intend to bid on.

! Once the auction starts, it doesn't
take long for peaple to succumb to the
excitement and contagion of bidding,
Offers begin to fly from every area of
the auditorium.

I attended a residential auction a
couple of years ago that resembled the
shootout at the OK Corral. The bidding
became an exercise in fanaticism,
Buildings with a minimum upset price
of $5,000 were going for as much as
$60,000. One wornan got caught up in
a bid war for a building with a mini-
mum upset price of $1.500. You can
image the condition of the building.
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She won the war. but it cost her
$24.000 Qut of curiosity. | asked her if
she had access to rehabilitation funds.
She said that the city had programs
that would lend money for rehabilita-
tion. She mentioned the 312 Loan Pro-
gram in particular and that she had
received this information at a meeting
sponsored by the city. I asked her why
she bid so high. She said that she and
her mother needed a place to live and
the auction was the only way that they
could afford to Furchase ahome. “If the
city wasn't willing to give a 75 percent
purchase money mortgage at 7.5 per-
cent interest for 20 years, we wouldn't
be able to afford this. We don't make
enough money to get a bank loan to
buy a place that's already livable.” she
added. | asked several other successful
bidders the same questions and re-
ceived a litany of almost identical
responses.

As I walked away from the auc-
tion.  could not help but think that 90
percent of these successful bidders had
fallen into a trap. They would end up
paying real estate taxes and making
morigage payments on buildings that

+ would not receive any rehabilitation

o Wwithin the foreseeable future. And
after”two years, they would receive a
letter from the Central Sales Unit
informing them they were in default of
the “repair agreement.” The agreement
requires purchasers to make repairs
necessary o obtain a Certificate of
Occupancy from the Buildings
Department.

Once declared in default, the hap-
less buyer is also in default of the pur-
chase money mortgage and HPD has
the right to increase the interest to 14
percent or accelerate the mortgage and
gall the unpaid balance immediately

ue. ‘

The city is fully cognizant that
most of the buildings sold at auction
will require complete gut rehab and
that existing rehab loan programs cap-
not totally meet the construction and

* soft cost demands of those buildings.
The 312 Loan Program. for example,
will lend a maximum of $27.000 per
apartment to cover both hard and soft
costs. The soft costs average $3.000
which leaves roughly $24,000 per
apartment for construction. The rehab
of vacant gutted-out buildings requires
at least $32-34,000 per apartment for
construction alone.

Having worked with the 312 Loaun
Program. I remember that the rejection
of applications from purchasers of auc-
tioned buildings was as high as 90 per-
cent. The main reason was usually that
the cost of rehabilitation far exceeded
what the building and/or owner could
carry. Low and moderate income peo-

le have even less chance of getting a
oan from a commercial bank. A loan
officer from Citibank recently told me,
“A low or moderate income person has
about as much chance of obtaining a
loan from us (o rehabilitate a gutted-
out, vacant building that has no equity
as a snowball surviving in hell” To
obtain a loan of $150,000 at 13 percent,
one requires an income of over $80,000

per year.

The Bait:
Purchase Money Mortgage

The purchase money morigage is
the delectable bait that the city uses to
lure the public into its auction trap.
The only underwriting criteria is that
acredit report prepared by an indepen-
dent contractor to the city indicates
that the prospective purchaser is and
has been current in meeting all debts
and obligations within five years prior
to the auction.

Irecently spoke with a young man
who purchased a five-unit, vacant,
gutted-out Brooklyn building at auc-
tion. He closed on the building April
23 and received a purchase money
mortgage for $27.000. His monthly
principal and interest is $199.41.

He said he had applied for a 312
Loan, but that the Project Coordinator
informed him that it did not look good,
since the building could not carry the
amount of money needed for rehabili-
tation.

I was shocked to hear him say that,
“The city should never have given me
a purchase money mortgage, given my
already outstanding debts. [ only make
$18.000 a year. | pay out. excluding the
mortgage payment, $725 in monthly
expenditures; covering my car note, car
insurance, student loan, credit cards,
etc” If we add the $199.41 purchase
money mortgage to his existing
monthly debt of $725.00, more than 62
percent of his gross monthly income
would be spent in overall expendi-
tures. A commercial bank allows 36
percent. He had taken the bait and

_fallen into the auction trap.

The Gentry Comes to Harlem

The other methnd of auctioning
residential buildings is the sealed bid
procedure. All bidders are required to
submit a deposit with the bid in the
sealed envelope. In the case of the
recent Harlem auction. the deposit was
$500. The Harlem auction. much pub-
licized in the media. was a classic
example of how the auctions work 1o *
exclude the most housing needy and
benefit the well-to-do.

There were 149 buildings offered.
Parcels 1-98 were available only to resi-
dents in Manhattan's Community
Boards 9 and 10. The city would pro-
vide a purchase money morigage to the
successful bidders. Parcels 99-149
could be bid upon by the general pub-
lic. Thebig difﬁarence was that the city
would not provide a purchase money
mortgage to successful bidders of these
properties, even if they lived within
Community Boards 9 and 10. Further,
bidders who purchased buildings in
parcels 99-149 had to pay the balance
of the full purchase price for the build-
ing at the date of closing. :

The city indicated in the auction
brochure that Freedom National Bank
was developing a special rehabilitation
loan program with HPD to provide
below market rate financing to pur-
chasers of buildings reserved for resi-
dents of Boards 9 and 10. After closing,
purchasers may apply to the bank for
arehab loan, but buving a building is
no guarantee of getting it. Purchasers
would have to meet Freedom National
Bank's lending criteria. .

Usually banks will consider both
the applicant’s total household income
and total housing expenses, allowing
no more than 28 percent of a house-
hold's income to go towards housing
expenses. The brochure gave an exam-
ple of a 7.5 percent rehab loan with a
subsidy from the city. It cites a two
duplex, owner-occupied apartment, a
$150,000 rehab loan and a $25,000 pur-
chase price. To comply with the bank's
criteria, the buyer would have to gener-
ate an annual income of approximately
$54,685 to supporl the loan.

How many households in Com-
munity boards 9 and 10 earn that kind
of money? In Board 9 on the west, two
percent of households earned $50,000
or more in 1980; in Board 10. only half
of one percent earned that much.
Median household incomes were

o —
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135 and $6,487 respectively, accord-
& to census figures. This puts more
:n 98 percent of the population out
the running.

One can be virtually 100 percent
‘tain that none of the buildings listed
parcels 99-149 will go to households
Boards 9 and 10. Especially since
e is no purchase money mortgage.
s interesting to note that these build-
ts appeared to be in the best condi-
n and had some of Harlem's most
wtiful architectural detail.

The question here is, who will
1efit from this sealed bid sale? The
wer is relatively.simple. Gentrifiers,

" pies, those who can afford to bid
h on the parcels listed in 99-149 and
1e same time obtain a rehabilitation
n. In a New York Times article on

e 20 titled, “For Some, City Auction

{ouses Is Chance to Come Home to

‘lem.” Edwin Schottenstein, a

ear-old opthalmologist and his
 Diane, a 28-year-old lawyer,
sently residing in Brooklyn
hts, were quoted as saying, “I’eo-

like us are looking here because
rg are oulrageous for any kind of

e in other parts of Manhattan.

e planning to have kids and we
t ll;ke commuting. We're hopin

111 two or three years this area wil

ike Brooklyn Heights."

Arthur Galvin, who grew up in
Jark Slope section of Brooklyn and

resides on the Upper-West Side,
quoted as saying, “I'm looking for-

1 to the area being totally gen-

.

The general consensus of the peo-
encountered during the inspec-
of parcels 99-149 was that the

'l bid sale was nothing more than

1eme by Koch to gentrify Harlem.”

- expressed concern that the bids
d be very high from people that
well off, hence eliminating any
ideration for their bids.

Jne seventy-nine year-old lady |
» with outside 129 W, 120th Street,
ned it up this way: “Ain’t none of
eople going to be able to bid on
: buildings. I've lived in this
1borhood since 1950 and [ refuse
we. I'm prepared to fight Koch
whatever strength I have left. We
we to fight for our community,
ially young people like yourself.”
lecent affordable housing is a
nright and not a luxury. The city

Parcel at 313 W. 136 St. In Harlom.
Only the offfuent can afford a rehab.

has a responsibility to see that people
have sufficient shelter and with its vast
stock of vacant buildings, it could. But
the residential auction sales do not
result in new, affordable units for those
who flock there in the hopes of find-
ing a home. The conveyance of 60 per-
cent of 600 buildings per year means

-nothing ifthat is not translated into low
and moderate income housing.

The auction program could
address the issue of low and moderate
income housing. It could be
instrumental in providing people with
affordable housing if the city would
guarantee a 3 percent rehab loan to
each qualified low and moderate
income person who buys a building. A
guaranteed rehab loan fund makes
more sense than wasting hundreds of
thousands of dollars on a Decorative
Seal-up Program which puts vinyl
decals on vacant buildings to create the
‘occupied logk. With thousands of
people living on the streets, the city
needs to do more than improve the
superficial appearance of neighbor-
hoods. A real. well-funded auction
program could begin to attack the
problem of housing shortage. (3

v .
y e . . . . " -
VIR LY SN W P )

ATTIIM SENTWAL

Atiim Sentwali is a freelance writer.
lecturer, political activist and a com-
munity real property development
consulitant.

Some Advice to Future
Bidders

When going to a city auction, there
are some steps which con decreose the
chance of stumbling into the auction
trap.

First, pick up the auction brochure
and read it thoroughly. Make sure you
go through the building that you are
interested in bidding on with on
orchitect or some other technical per-
son who con give you some idea of whot
it will cost to rehab the building. If you
intend to use an existing loon program
for rehab financing, maoke sure that you
thoroughly understand the regulations
and underwriting criterio of that pro-
gram. Above all, be realistic and know
and accept your current financial capo-
bilities. If you fail 1o do all of the fore-
going. stay away from the auditorium
at One Police Plaza on ouction doy.
Avoid the auction trop.l3
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- The fear of creeping gentrification

DON'T HAVE million.dol-
lar budgets, and yet they Bave

enemies who do. They. couldn’t.
n

hire expensive consultants, [
ertizing firms and pro-
fessional photographers. They couldn't
ﬁm:ke large cox:” tions to ouf‘m
n campaign e mayor A
But their enemies are using all these

resources to wage a war against them. ..

They are the people of East Harlem F)
Bartio. The enemies are the developers
and real estate speculators who are

marching into their neixhborhoog.apg.t.:

- making people moye.

¥ . f'
When she looks out of hier-window,

from her apartment in a tenement o
East 104th St., Estela Vasquez sees the.
enemy, new high-rise condominiums,
moving north from 96th St. “They look
like monsters,” she says. “We have to
stop ltgt;m before they dlsrgol%c:;.all the
people from our neighbo

She looks like David facing Goliath,
and yet she has found a way to

fight
those who seem to be unbeatable. Using -
a camera like David’s slingshot, Vas. .

quez, Willie Gerena, Bill Perkins and
other members of the Committee to
Save East Harlem have prepared a slide
presentation that shows the real truth
about what's happening in El Barris. -
their own pictures and doing

fheir own narration on a tape recorder, .
A%

\

prepared a show that mustrates
m’aMae,pf tenants by greedy land-:

ko waut ta drive out
P er years of abAndonmmat pulld

" md ~
loc, this nighborhows Whs Deseres

g

high-priced plece of real estate coveted, '

As you hear the narration, the pie-
tures flashing on the screen illustrate
‘htﬁ ¥ eixhborhooggn tluﬁl ha alm%'
other n ve

gentrified—gections of the city

ground, making all the pleces fit
together like a show produced by Madi.
50n Avenue, you hear the gentle volce
3{) :ﬂ_qwin Gaye sl‘nxmg “What's Going

- & SLIDE SHOW festures a run-
I down building where a four

s room  railroad apartment
{umpedmﬂ'amszlt;to $500 a month and
uxury buildings, less than a mile away,
where studios rent for $2500 a month

and where the cheapest apartments gell’ ‘

for a half-million dollars, .
It tells you that the city is giving

. vacant land away to the New York City:

Housing Partnership to build $100,000
condominiums, that there are plans to
build a marina and “playground for the
rich” on the East River at 96th St., and
that now even La Hispan-

Marqueta, the
_ ic marketplace that has been the eom-

mercial heart of this community, will be
turned 'into “a South Street.Seaport

" North, where the affluent shoppers will

find ethnic, gourmet delicacies made
especlally for their taste.”

The show urges the residents of El
Barrio not to move, but to organize.and
fight for decent and affordable housing.
The Committee to Save East Harlem is
making the show available to politi-

clans, = community = organizations,
" schools™and apyone who need an
, anyon may o .
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Stomnd in Solidarity with
the Tericmis on 130th Street -

Stop the Lawlessness of Cops & Landlords
No More Eleanor Bumpers!

You Can’t Be Evicted Unless You've
Had Your Day in Court

STOP FORCIBLY EVICTING
TENANTS FROM THEIR HOMES

P L

RALLY & MARCH: ASSEMBLE AT 3:00PM, THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 1986
. AT 475 RIVERSIDE DRIVE(NEAR 120th ST.)

. MARCH ROUTE: 475 RSD; 119 W. 129th St; 36-38 W. 130th St.,; 32nd Precinct
on 135th St.(bet. Adam Clayton Powell Blvd, Jr & Frederlck

Douglas Blvd.)
. i

il T

SRR

ORGANIZING TO..

STOP EVICTIONS I

- EVICTIONS ARE A BRUTAL AND VIOLENT PROCESS WHIC
e DESTROY THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS AND WHOLE lil%MlLl(iE'-'Sl

@ﬁs.

'
Petemtiers W 130t <
tantders W0t St Tenant Organization Hw.m Reclamatuion Project  Coalion for a Morrronum Against Evicions
..
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HARLEM
TENNANTS BATTLE
CHURCH-FUNDED
LANDLORD

"~ An of the United
Methodist s Global
morigage through the Ministries
is now 3\0 subject of a cily
investigation info tenant
harassment. Her building is also
the subject of an investigation by.
. the police Civilian Complaint
Review Board info several
alleged illegal eviction attempts.
Helen Daniels, owner of 36
- W, 130 St. in Manhattan,
received a $40,500 morigage
from the Minisiries Morigage
Servica depariment for her
April purchase of the 12-unit,

sin?lo-toomgoccupancy
building. Shortly after she took
titte, there was a serious decline
in building wide services,
according to tenants. Says
eight-year resident and
president of the ienants
association Mary Darby, ‘A few
days after the landlady came by
to tell us she had bought the
house, the water and eleciric
went out.”

Although the water has been
turned off and on many fimes
since then by Daniels or her
agent, Bob Acres, tenants were
without gas or electric for almost
three solid months, says Darby.
Calls to the Mayor’s Office on_
SRO Housing resulted in
inspections by the Centrol
Complaint office of the housing
department and the health
department on June 29 and o
building wide inspection,
scheduled for July 22.
According to Alan Kleinman of
the SRO office, “we roferred this
situation to the law department
for harassment and cuts in
sarvices. They are checking into
a civil lawsuit for injunclive
relief.”

While Darby and another
tenant leader, Dolores Shepard,
have attempted to negotiate
with Daniels, they claim, “She
says she couldn’t talk to us
because we're hostile. If you
didn't have any place fo wosh
or cook youd be hostile 100.”

" Daniels denies the tenants’
complaints of harassment and
cuts in services. I reclize it is
difficult for them. At this point,
it’s as diffcult for me as forthem.”
She plans to move into a vacant
room in the building. Her
relationship to Bob Acres, who
lives at 22 W. 130 St, identified
by the 32nd Precinct’s narcotics
unitas a crack house, has raised
many questions for the tenants.
Daniels met Acres, a self-
described former drug oddiat,
shortly after purchasing the
building and has been seen with
him frequently ever since by
residents of the block Tenants
claim Acres has been carrying

out a campaign of harassment
against them at Daniels behest -
including threats of physical
violenca, theft of an electric,
meterboxin the basement and
damage to a wall and plumbing
inside the house. Acres denies
tennnts claims and insists his
service to Daniels is purely out
of friendship.

But the most terrifying
incidents occured the evenings
of May 7 and 8 when

. unidantified police officers

pulled up to 36 W. 130 St. in a
van and kicked down the door,
according to Nsia Akuffa Bea of
the Harlem Reclamation Project,
an anfi-gentrification and
tenant advocacy -group. “They
said they had on order to evict
the tenants who were squatters
on the landlords instructions,”
says Akuffa Bea. All tenants
were atthat fime cumenton rent -
payments. The two officers in
charge were not wearing their
badges. One identified himself
as Officer Marvin Blue, soys
Akuffa Beq, which caused
further suspicions because he
wa= white and Officer Blue of
the 32nd Precinct is black.

At the precinct, Officar Blue
refused comment on the
incident because tenants on
June 5 filed with the Civilian
Comvslaint Raview Board foran
investigation of police
involvement in what they claim
was an illegol eviction attempt
as well as the impersondation of
one police officer by another.
Officer Blue did state that the
police are never called in to
evict tenants from a private
guiropoty—iust from city-owned

clings.

Megrnwhile, the tenants have
filed an action against Helen
Daniels in Housing Court for
harassment and cutsin services.
And working with the Harlem
Raclamation Project, they
staged a rally at their building
June 29 to alertthe
neighborhood fo the threat of
landlord abuse tied to
genirincation on the iaidmark
block and the added danger of
ﬂa?mm crack dealing in several
buildings. “Whats happening at
36 is happening all over the
city,” says Akuffa BeaTJALF.
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RESOLUTION TO ENACT A MORATORIUM ON RESIDENTIAL EVICTIONS SUMMARY

prepared by the Coalition for a Moratorium on Evicitons
P.O. Box 952 ,
Canal Street Station
New York, New York 10013

PREAMBLE: as demonstrating need for restructuring eviction process

NECESSITY FOR LEGISLATION
shortage of rental housing crisis
Statistics (loss of housing stock, vacancy rate,cost of rental
housing, government policy, eviction and displacement, homeless-

and overcrowding)

A MORATORIUM ON EVICITONS DURING WHICH TIME INVESTIAGION, HEARINGS AND
FINDINGS SHALL BE MADE CONCERNING THE FOLLOWING PROPOSED REFORMS

PROPOSAL TO REVISE THE EVICTION PROCESS AND SOCIAL SERVICE SYSTEM AND
ADDRESS THE HOUSING CRISIS AND NEED FOR TENANT PROTECTION AND RENT

CONTROL LAWS

A.Eviction petition and preliminary notices

B.Prerequisites for maintaining proceedings and for stays of pro-

ceedings

C.Right to counsel

D.Calendar call and assignment of cases

E.Nonpayment cases

F.Holdover cases

G. Inspections

H.Stipulations

I.Judgments and warrants

J.0Orders to show cause

K.Marshall system

L.Social services and protective services to be implemented in
conjunction with eviction proceedings

M. Improvements. in the housing clerk's office

N.Improvements in the courtroom and courthouse

O0.Extension of tenant protections and eviction regulations
p.Affordability of Rental Housing (extend SCRIE to all based on need)

SOURCES FOR STATISTICS IN WHEREAS CLAUSE



‘every neighborhood in New York City
is full of abandoned buildings
owned by private landlords

35,000 people are living in shelters.

354,000 famllies are living
doubled- and tripled-up due
to super-high rents

untold thousands are living on the streets.

WE ARE IN A HOUSING EMERGENCY.
SOMEINIHING MUST BE DONE.

The HousING COMMITTEE at PICTURE THE HOMELESS
is organizing homeless people to fight for changes in
city policy that would CREATE HOUSING
out of abandoned and unoccupied buildings.

If you’re homeless and want to make changes that would turn thousands of abandoned unoccupled
. properties into HOUSING FOR THE HOMELESS, come fo our A
HOUSING COMMITTEE MEETINGS:

Thursdays at 6pm at the offices of Pictufe'thé I-'Io‘m‘eless'.‘
2427 Morris Ave, 2™ Floor, Bronx NY 10468.

4 Train or D Train to Fordham Road.
Refreshments and Metrocards provided.

If you’re not homeless, but want to support our campaign, give us a call at 646-314-6423 or
email housing@picturethehomeless.org
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Human Right to Housing

The human right to adequate housing ... applies to everyone [and] ... is of
central importance for the enjoyment of all economic, social and cultural rights.
- UN Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, General Comment 4

What is the Human Right to Housing?

The right to housing guarantees the right to live in security, peace and dignity. This right must be provided to all
persons iespective of income or access to economic resources, and the housing provided must be adequate,

meaning “adequate privacy, adequate space, adequate security, ... adequate basic infrastructure and adequate
location.” Finally, the right to housing should not be narrowly defined or restricted to being viewed as a commodity,

wholly dependent on market forces. Instead, housing should be viewed as a fundamental resource indispensable to
ensuring human development and civic participation.

Where is the Right to Housing Protected?

The right to housing is guaranteed in human rights declarations and treaties, including the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the Intemational Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the Convention on the Elimination
of All Forms of Racial Discrimination, and the American Declaration on the Rights and Duties of Man. ‘

Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate for the health and well-being of himself

and of his family, including food, clothing, housing and medical care.
. - Article 25, Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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