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THE REAL FACE OF ERDOGAN 

 

Introduction: 

On the 24th of July, 2015 Turkey launched a war against the Kurds, orchestrated by the conservative AKP 

government and led by Tayyip Recep Erdogan. Turkey has been notably reluctant to join the anti-ISIS 

coalition, despite calls by the Western powers and countries. When Turkey did finally join the international 

coalition, it instead attacked the Kurds rather than ISIS. Turkey is using the cover of fighting against ISIS as 

an excuse to fight and attack the Kurds. Erdogan’s main objective is to limit and weaken the Kurdish people 

and unity, at the cost of long term peace, stability and cohesion in the country. His so called war against ISIS 

is seen by the public opinion as an obvious cover to attack the Kurdish forces and the PKK, and one that has 

strengthened ISIS terrorism.  

Since his election into power in 2002, the Erdogan 

government has reversed many of the democratic and 

positive steps taken earlier and taken concrete steps 

towards authoritarianism. 

Oppression of the media, reducing freedom of speech, 

human rights violations, arbitrary arrests, accusations of 

corruption are just some of the issues that Erdogan has 

been accused of by human rights groups and democratic 

opposition movements. Efforts to undermine rule of law 

and basic democratic rights now define the Erdogan 

government. Freedom of speech, religious and ethnic 

freedoms remain major concerns.  

The positive changes that occurred early in his 

leadership period as a result of efforts to join the EU were soon reversed, and a major crackdown of all 

democratic opposition groups, women’s groups, environmental groups, and the press and human rights 

organisations occurred. The major protests during the May 2013 Gazi Park Protests demonstrate the arbitrary, 

oppressive and authoritarian measures that the Erdogan government will adopt in order to silence peaceful and 

legitimate protestors. Likewise, in 2013 following revelations of a corruption case worth US$100 billion, 

which led to the resignation of at least four ministers, a tape recording was revealed between Erdogan and his 

son, where Erdogan was heard providing instructions to his son to remove large quantities of money. Despite 

the nature of the scandal no major newspapers dared to write about the corruption. As a result, many angry 

citizens took to social media, including twitter and YouTube to express their anger. This resulted in a block of 

social media by Erdogan, effectively silencing dissent and social criticism. These ongoing blocks of social 

media are repeatedly and systematically implemented as a continued and ongoing part of the curbing of 

freedom of speech and human rights. 
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ERDOGAN’S MANIPULATIONS 

 

Journalist and Freedom of Speech: 

Targeting and arresting journalists and those who speak out 

against the oppression of the regime, and oppose 

Erdogan’s rule has become a common factor. Anti-press 

measures are becoming increasingly entrenched in the 

systematic approach of the government to the press. Article 

301, a provision in Turkey’s penal code has made it 

punishable to insult the Turkish nation. Many famous 

journalists and writers have been targeted as a result of his 

provision. 

Between the periods of 2011-2012 Turkey was ranked 148 out of 169 countries by the organisation Reporters 

without Borders for press freedom. The Committee to protect Journalists ranked Turkey as the worst jailer of 

journalists in the world in 2012, ahead of other oppressive regimes such as Iran and China. At the time over 

49 journalists were jailed. In 2014 it was reported that Turkey filed over five times more content removal from 

Twitter than any other country in second half of 2014. Shortly before the 7th of June elections until now, 15 

Kurdish broadcasting channels have been forced to stop broadcasting. The famous Turkish magazine Nokta is 

was targeted as a result of images that were deemed insulting to Erdogan. The Turkish daily newspaper Hurriet 

was also attacked by AKP MPs and supporters twice in September alone. The continuation of arresting of 

journalists is still ongoing, and access to social media is often denied or stopped.  

Recently Turkey arrested and expulsion British VICE news journalists Jake Hanrahan and Philip Pendlebury, 

3 Italian journalists, and Dutch journalist Frederike Geerdink, which indicates a worrying trend in targeting 

foreign journalists as well. Erdogan is no longer content with just targeting local journalists, signifying that 

the situation for the press and journalists is getting worse.  

 

Cyprus: 

In the first years of his leadership, Erdogan promised to 

solve the Cyprus issue, which has been occupied since 

1974 by Turkey to convince the EU to start an access 

process for the membership of Turkey into the EU. One of 

the criteria of the access process for Turkey in the EU was 

and is still the resolution of the ongoing Turkey-Cyprus 

issue. The Turkish government in reality made a pretence 

and a show of attempting to deal with the problem, but in 

reality they have failed to implement concrete steps 

especially those presented by Kofi Anan plan in 2004 and 

later all the other efforts by the UN.  

 

Armenian Genocide:  

Erdogan’s failure to correctly and humanely address the Armenian genocide, despite global consensus and 

condemnation has been another aspect of his leadership failure. As far as 2008, Erdogan condemned an 

international campaign commenced by Turkish intellectuals called the ‘I Apologize Campaign’, in an effort to 

recognize the Armenian genocide. He argued that ‘I neither accept nor support this campaign. We did not 

commit a crime, therefore we do not need to apologise... It will not have any benefit other than stirring up 

trouble, disturbing our peace and undoing the steps which have been taken.’ Later, in 2008 he argued that ‘it 

is not possible for a Muslim to commit genocide.’ 
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 On the 10th of October 2009, a protocol was 

signed by Armenian and Turkish 

representatives in Zurich with the presence of 

the Foreign Affairs Minister of the USA and 

other important political leaders and actors of 

other countries, signed by the Turkish foreign 

affairs minister Ahmet Davutoğlu and the 

Armenian foreign affairs minister Edward 

Nalbandian. With the signing of the protocol 

the Turkish government engaged in another 

empty propaganda towards democratization 

and presented a more ethnically inclusive 

political face to the international community; 

which was proven to be merely just another act 

of manipulation. This protocol has not been accepted by the Turkish parliament and constitutional court, 

because the Erdogan government had no intention of legitimately accepting ethnic inclusiveness or addressing 

past injustices. Erdogan was well aware that the protocol would not be accepted by the parliament and the 

constitutional court, suggesting that this was another propaganda effort to make the Erdogan government 

appear inclusive and democratic. 

In June 2015 the Brazilian Senate adopted a resolution, and joined more than 20 other countries in officially 

recognizing the 1915 genocide of the Armenians. As a result Turkey recalled its ambassador, Huseyin Dirio, 

from Brazil in protest, indicating Erdogan’s continued lack of support for acknowledging the legitimacy of the 

Armenian genocide.  

In April 2015, Erdogan accused countries who recognized the Armenian genocide officially, including France, 

Germany, Russia, Austria and America, of supporting ‘claims constructed on Armenian lies.’  

The Erdogan government continues to refuse to accept appropriate levels of responsibility for the Armenian 

genocide and adopts a policy of willful ignorance.  

 

Alevi issues: 

Under Erdogan further polarization of ethnic 

and religious groups have occurred, 

especially towards the Alevi minorities. 

Minority groups such as the Alevis remain in 

fear of past massacres and abuses by the 

government and the increasingly pro Sunni, 

and Islamist Erdogan. Erdogan has 

consistently adopted a violent rhetoric 

towards the Alevi community in an effort to 

trigger Alevi-Sunni conflicts. He has 

consistently made public anti-Alevi 

statements, which has contributed to the 

further marginalization and oppression of 

Alevi communities in Turkey. Others have 

argued that Erdogan has long had the 

objective of ending secularism and encouraging racism and conflict towards minority ethnic and religious 

groups in an effort to consolidate his power and influence. Erdogan attempted to create an opening for Turkish-

Alevi dialogue to solve this ongoing question. But the reality, and the subsequent lack of efforts in this regard 

demonstrates the lack of commitment by Erdogan to genuinely addressing this issue. All subsequent meetings 

related to this opening therefore did not achieve success.  
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The Kurdish Question: 

One of the major promises of Erdogan’s rise to power during the elections was to effectively address the 

Kurdish issue and human rights in Turkey. Erdogan initially came into power by aggressively pursuing a peace 

process plan and indicating that his party was fully committed to resolving and addressing the long standing 

issue between the Turkish state and the Kurdish minority in the country. These calls for a peace process initially 

sparked much hope, coordination and cooperation between the two groups. However, these plans eventually 

fell through as Erdogan reneged on his election promises and began a new wave of attacks, assaults, arrests 

and abuses towards the Kurdish people, democratically elected party members and other representatives and 

allies.  

The fundamental issue in Turkey 

is the Kurdish question and the 

demands and calls by the 

international public opinion and 

states on the newley elected 

Erdogan was for the resulotuion 

of this question. Erdogan realized 

rapidly the importantce of this 

issue and attempted some efforts 

towards this direction to gain 

more support for his government. 

However, the international 

community was yet to become 

aware of the true nature of Erdogan and genuinely believed that he was committed to addressing this issue, 

especially following his speech in 2005 in Diyarbakir where he announced that there was a Kurdish question 

and that it needed to be resolved. 

Following on from this speech there were efforts by international negotiator to bring the PKK and the Turkish 

state together regarding the peace process. Beginning from 2006 to June 2011 the so called Oslo Process 

commenced, which did not succeed because Erdogan failed to implement the agreed upon protocols and 

roadmaps. In January 2013 a new process between Mr. Abdulla Ocalan and the Turkish representative, the so 

called Imrali process started. Many steps were taken in achieving this new roadmap to peace, which was 

declared on the 28th of February, 2015 in Dolmabahçe (Prime Ministers Office), by the Kurdish and Turkish 

representatives. But shortly after this joint statement Erdogan intervened again and denied the very existence 

of the Kurdish question, because he the seriousness of the solution and the risk to lose his power on the 7th of 

June 2015 elections.  

One of Erdgogan’s major moves was to continuously support Daesh (ISIL) terrorists. Despite ample evidence 

indicating logistic, military, moral, medical and other forms of support for ISIL terrorists, as well as the free 

flow of terrorists across the Turkish border into neighbouring Kurdish city of Kobane in Syria the international 

community has remained large silent in pressuring Turkey to stop its pro-ISIL support. The visible and growing 

level of support between Turkey and ISIL has only angered the Kurdish civilians more as they have been the 

most effective fighting forces against the ISIL terrorists. 

In June 7 elections the electoral victory of the Kurdish Democratic Party (HDP) brought a new wave of hope 

of peace, progress and democratisation between the Kurds and the Turkish government. However, since then 

Erdogan has engaged in a deliberate policy of destabilisation, ethnic targeting and marginalisation by 

promoting violence and lynching of Kurds, leftist groups and other minorities.  

More recently, the Kurdish regions in Turkey have exploded in violence as Turkish security forces have 

attacked civilians in a number of cities including in Varto, Semdinli, Farqin, Yukekova, Nusaybin, Lice, and 

Silvan; Erdogan has increasingly pushed for a state of emergency by fostering ethnic tensions and violence to 

consolidate his dictatorial authority. As a result, violence against civilians, increasing extrajudicial killings, 

arbitrary arrests, deliberate destruction of residents’ property and workplaces, and growing displacements of 

civilians have continued under his rule.  
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PRESS REVIEW & ARTICLES  

 
‘Erdoğan’s ‘election war’ 

 

Below you will find a number of articles from the international media, which highlight the real sources and 

face responsible for the ongoing war on the Kurds, and the growing recognition of the manipulation policy and 

propaganda by the Turkish government, led by Erdogan. The international public opinion and institutions, as 

you will see in the articles, have highlighted that Turkey is using the fight against ISIS in the war against the 

Kurds. The international media have also come to the conclusion that this behaviour and the proxy war by 

Erdogan is not only damaging the Kurd’s human right, but also destabilizing the whole region and increasing 

the capacity of ISIS to continue to remain a threat for Europe and U.S. There are currently many reports and 

statements and calls by the intellectuals, parties, international institutions for a bilateral ceasefire and restarting 

the negotiation between Turkey and the PKK. Despite these calls, Turkey is not responding positively or taken 

the calls into consideration. At the end of this dossier you will find the response by the PKK for the calls for 

peace, which highlights the willingness of the PKK to recommence peace talks and calls for mediation for the 

resolution of the problems.  

 PKK, not Islamic State, is Erdogan’s real target  / The Guardian  

 Erdoğan’s ‘election war’ 

As Turkey braces itself for a possible snap vote in November, violence is spinning out of control. By Alev Scott 

8/11/15, 9:14 AM CET, Updated 8/11/15, 11:39 AM CET, 

http://www.politico.eu/article/attacks-turkey-erdogan-election-war-pkk-kurd-airstrikes/ 

 Erdogan's Cynical Game: Is Turkey Creeping Toward Civil War? 

http://www.spiegel.de/international/ 

 Why Turkey Is Fighting the Kurds Who Are Fighting ISIS, http://www.nytimes.com  

By SARAH ALMUKHTAR and TIM WALLACE AUG. 12, 2015 - On the same day that Turkey announced it 

would help fight the Islamic State, Turkish forces began an airstrike campaign against one of the very groups 

that has been crucial to stopping the advance of the Islamic State. Since the July 24 announcement, Turkey 

has launched several waves of airstrikes against elements of a Kurdish separatist group known as the P.K.K., 

which is widely listed as a terrorist group. But that group and its allies in Syria, who have been closely working 

with American forces, are pushing Islamic State militants out of areas they once controlled.  

 

 www.bbc.com   

 Kurdish peace 'impossible', says Turkey's Erdogan,  

 Turkey’s Erdogan still fears Kurdish autonomy more than ISIS 

Turkey tacitly admitted it would rather see Kobane in ISIS hands than Kurdish ones, 

http://leftfootforward.org/2015/07/turkeys-erdogan-still-fears-kurdish-autonomy-more-than-isis/ 

 Turkish Kurds' anger at security controls 14 August 2015 Last updated at 10:21 BST  

 In pictures: PKK fighters prepare for battle with IS,  

 The Kurdish and Yazidi women taking up arms against IS,  

 

http://www.theguardian.com/uk
http://www.politico.eu/article/attacks-turkey-erdogan-election-war-pkk-kurd-airstrikes/
http://www.spiegel.de/international/
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.bbc.com/
http://leftfootforward.org/2015/07/turkeys-erdogan-still-fears-kurdish-autonomy-more-than-isis/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-33991464
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-33997748
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www.independent.co.uk 

 Turkey-Kurdish conflict: PKK leader calls on armed followers not to attack security forces 

 War with Isis: Is Turkey's buffer zone in Syria a matter of self-defence – or just anti-Kurd?  

 Fading hopes: Turkey must sort out its Kurdish problem, because it is destroying the most 

effective weapon against Isis,  

 Erdogan vows to continue offensive until PKK's end 

Turkish president says campaign against Kurdish fighters will persist until ‘not one single terrorist 

remains’.http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/08/turkey-carries-fresh-air-strikes-pkk-targets-

150811085229832.html  

 Ready for action: The female PKK fighters in northwest Iraq, in pictures, 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/11573994/Ready-for-action-The-female-PKK-

fighters-in-northwest-Iraq.html 

 Erdogan’s War against PKK May Be Backfiring in Latest Polls  

Pro-Kurdish Party May Be Even Stronger in Next Vote by Jason Ditz, August 19, 2015 

http://news.antiwar.com/2015/08/19/erdogans-war-against-pkk-may-be-backfiring-in-latest-polls/ 

 Kurdish Civilians under Fire as Turkey Bombs PKK in Iraq,  

http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2015/08/20/world/middleeast/20reuters-mideast-crisis-iraq-kurds.html 

 A new episode in the Turkish civil war? 

Renewed fighting between Turkey and the PKK surprised many, but how much has actually changed? 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/search.html?st=pkk&submit=Submit+Query 

 

 

 Erdoğan’s Turkey: Beyond Legitimacy and Legality,  

 Erdogan Rules out Peace with Kurds By Reuters | Jul. 29, 2015 | 0:31  

The Turkish president said on Tuesday that it was impossible to continue a two-year-old peace process with 

Kurdish militants. 

 

 

 Turkey’s Erdogan fights for his throne by battling Kurds – but will voters buy it? The Great 

Debate  

 Turkey's Erdogan Gambles on Using Crisis to Consolidate Power,  

By REUTERSAUG. 17, 2015, 10:22 A.M. E.D.T. ANKARA-As efforts to form a new government flounder and 

Turkish jets bombard Kurdish militants, President Tayyip Erdogan is hoping to turn Turkey's deepest 

uncertainty in more than a decade to his advantage. 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/europe/turkeykurdish-conflict-pkk-leader-calls-on-armed-followers-not-to-attack-security-forces-10471641.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/editorials/fading-hopes-turkey-must-sort-out-its-kurdish-problem-because-it-is-destroying-the-most-effective-weapon-against-isis-10456694.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/editorials/fading-hopes-turkey-must-sort-out-its-kurdish-problem-because-it-is-destroying-the-most-effective-weapon-against-isis-10456694.html?origin=internalSearch
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/08/turkey-carries-fresh-air-strikes-pkk-targets-150811085229832.html
http://www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/08/turkey-carries-fresh-air-strikes-pkk-targets-150811085229832.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/11573994/Ready-for-action-The-female-PKK-fighters-in-northwest-Iraq.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/picturegalleries/worldnews/11573994/Ready-for-action-The-female-PKK-fighters-in-northwest-Iraq.html
http://news.antiwar.com/2015/08/19/erdogans-war-against-pkk-may-be-backfiring-in-latest-polls/
http://news.antiwar.com/2015/08/19/erdogans-war-against-pkk-may-be-backfiring-in-latest-polls/
http://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2015/08/20/world/middleeast/20reuters-mideast-crisis-iraq-kurds.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/a-new-episode-in-the-turkish-civil-war/2015/08/21/60277c5c-4141-4104-86cd-7bd9825b0e55_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/newssearch/search.html?st=pkk&submit=Submit+Query
http://researchturkey.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=4c939528e28708c9bed47069d&id=eee1054a56&e=a9db2bf79f
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate
http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate
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KCK STATEMENT ON PEACE AND NEGOTATION 

TO OUR PEOPLES AND THE PUBLIC OPINION 

Everyone is well aware that for years there have been 

meetings between the Turkish state, our freedom movement 

and our leader Abdullah Ocalan. Despite the efforts of the 

state to stall and gain time, our movement and our leader 

Abdullah Ocalan have both patiently worked towards 

preparing our peoples and the state for a peaceful solution 

to the Kurdish question. As a result of these meetings, 

conducted at Imrali Island, where Abdullah Ocalan is held 

in solitary confinement, a document containing the roadmap 

for negotiations that was agreed upon by us and government 

officials was presented to the public at Dolmabahce Palace 

on the 28th February 2015.  

After the Dolmabahce Agreement was made public, the country was galvanized by a hope that a peaceful 

solution to the Kurdish question was attainable through the democratization of Turkey. Even pro-government 

media outlets embraced the moment. However, shortly after the announcement of the agreement, President 

Erdogan burst the bubble of hope by announcing: “I do not accept this agreement; it has nothing to do with 

democracy; there is no Kurdish question, no sides, and no dialogue; an observatory commission cannot be 

accepted”. These are unexaggerated truths that are on record.  

The authorities have intensified the restrictions on our leader Abdullah Ocalan, even though he was the one 

who is the one who initiated the dialogue process and a ceasefire from 5 April 2015. The government’s 

response has shown that it is effectively using our leader Abdullah Ocalan as a hostage and are hoping to utilise 

him for their own ends. Our leader Abdullah Ocalan has said on many occasions “You should not 

instrumentalize me, you must approach me and the meetings should be held here in the right manner”. 

However, the government had never abandoned its hostage mentality and has now taken the decision to 

suppress and annihilate the Kurdish Freedom Movement.  

The Turkish state and the AKP government took the decision to restart its war against the Kurdish Freedom 

Movement in a National Security Council meeting on 30 October 2014, shortly after the 7-8 October Kobane 

uprisings by our people. The Dolmabahce Agreement was rejected due to this prior decision. The government 

started this war by intensifying the isolation of our leader Abdullah Ocalan and, after 7 June election defeat, 

continued with attacks on 24 July. In response, the Kurdish people have decided to build their own free and 

democratic system and are establishing their self-administration. As a result, the Turkish state has extended 

and intensified its war efforts.  

Our guerrillas have used their right to reprisal against the attacks of the state against our people’s declaration 

of self-administration. The policies of Turkey’s AKP party, both before and after the elections, has created this 

atmosphere of war. After suffering defeat in the 7 June elections, the AKP is aiming to gain the legitimacy it 

has lost and is hoping to attract certain circles in Turkey by provoking a war. The AKP is hoping to remain in 

power by creating a coercive atmosphere for the upcoming snap elections. In this regard, we agree with the 

public’s observation that “this is the [Presidential] palace’s war”. The AKP’s war against our Freedom 

Movement is neither a defense of the motherland, nor a defense of the indivisible territorial integrity of the 

motherland. To the contrary, the AKP and its policies are serving to bring our peoples against each other and 

in practice dividing Turkey. The attacks against the Kurdish people and the HDP in the towns of Turkey and 

the Turkish army’s and police force’s attacks in the towns of Kurdistan clearly point to this reality.  

Many circles are concerned about the atmosphere of war in Turkey and Kurdistan. Democratic forces in Turkey 

are making many calls for peaceful negotiations. The European Union and European Parliament are also 

making calls for a bilateral ceasefire to be agreed and for both sides to return to the negotiating table. We 

believe that these calls are valuable and meaningful. We have stated before that we are ready to commit to a 

bilateral ceasefire leading towards a permanent solution through negotiations.  
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We have stated publicly before that our leader Ocalan is our movement’s designated lead negotiator. The 

conditions must be created in which our leader Abdullah Ocalan can play this role. In this regard, our leader 

Abdullah Ocalan must be able to meet with our movement, all political organizations and groupings, civil 

society movements and intellectuals. As is common in all regions of the world with similar conflicts, a third 

party delegation to observe both sides during the negotiation process is a necessity. The Europe Union has 

specified that it is willing to undertake this role.  

As we have specified before, it is very important for the thousands of political activists including elected 

mayors that have been arrested since the Newroz of 2013 to be released.  

Within this framework, we would like to once again reiterate are readiness for a fortified bilateral ceasefire, 

and would like to state that we support the efforts of our peoples and the democratic forces in their struggle 

for a peaceful and democratic solution.  

 

16 September 2015 

The Co-chairs of the Executive Council of the KCK 

 

 

ANNEX I: INTERNATIONAL PRESS 

 

Cizre cries for help: ‘Turkey’s Kobane’ under siege1 

Joris Leverink - 11.9. 2015 

And while the party leaders cook up their plans to restore their power, it’s once again the ordinary people that 

suffer most; the mother who was shot by a sniper while holding her new-born baby in her arms; the young boy 

who got bored of sitting indoors days on end and decided to sneak outside for a quick peak, and got shot; the 

seven children who had to cover their mother’s dead body with bottles of frozen water to stop the body from 

decomposing because she couldn’t be buried after she was shot to death. 

The siege of Cizre continues in a blatant violation 

of all morals and values that are supposed to 

determine the actions of a ‘democratic country.’ It 

is outrageous that Turkey, especially as a NATO-

member state, is allowed to target its own citizens, 

torturing them collectively in the name of 

‘securitization’ and ‘fighting terrorism’. 

Photo by Sertaç Kayar, showing HDP-deputy 

Osman Baydemir scuffling with riot police on the 

road to Cizre. 

In the case of Kobane the collective outcry of the 

international solidarity movement made the city’s plight impossible to be ignored. Let’s draw our lessons from 

this experience and raise our voices in solidarity with the people of Cizre, Silopi, Sirnak, Yüksekova, Sur and 

all those other towns, neighborhoods and villages that are being punished for demanding freedom, tortured for 

refusing to give in, arrested for simply being Kurdish and shot on the streets for daring to venture out of their 

homes. 

                                                           
1 http://roarmag.org/2015/09/cizre-siege-turkey-hdp/ 

 

http://roarmag.org/2015/09/cizre-siege-turkey-hdp/
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Turkey Kurds: Grim reports from Cizre2 

Selin Girit - 10 September 2015 

The body of Meryem Sune, 53, could not be buried 

for two days.  

Turkey's Interior Ministry said over 30 militants have 

been killed in Cizre in clashes between the security 

forces and Kurdish militant group PKK's youth wing. 

But the pro-Kurdish People's Democratic Party 

(HDP) claim at least 20 of the dead were civilians. 

Sibel Yigitalp, an HDP MP currently in Cizre, told 

the BBC an account of a family coming under fire. 

The Turkish government denies allegations of civilian deaths in Cizre. In a televised interview, Prime Minister 

Ahmet Davutoglu said ‘not even one civilian died’ in the town and stated that the curfew would continue as 

long as necessary. 

 

Turkey Kurds: Many dead in Cizre violence as MPs' march blocked3 

10 September 2015 

A delegation from the pro-Kurdish HDP set off on foot for 

Cizre on Wednesday after their route was blocked 

Critics accuse the government of ‘punishing’ Cizre, as 92% of 

the town voted for the HDP in the June elections. 

The HDP's success in those elections had cost the governing 

AK its parliamentary majority. 

Snap elections are called for 1 November and concerns are 

being voiced about the security of the poll, especially in the 

predominantly Kurdish east and south-east of the country. 

Ertugrul Kurkcu, one of the HDP lawmakers trying to get to Cizre, said if the violence in the city did not end 

soon, it might set an example for other areas. 

‘If the situation carries on like this, every town where the HDP got huge support in June elections will be 

treated in the same way. We think that will have terrible consequences,’ he said. 

 

Hollande: Turkey needs to do more against Islamic State, talk to Kurds4 

Reuters 08.25.15, 13:22 

‘France said on Tuesday key regional players Iran and Saudi Arabia should be involved in finding a solution 

to the Syrian conflict and urged Turkey to restore dialogue with Kurds while doing more to combat Islamic 

State fighters.’ 

 

                                                           
2 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34215301 
 
3 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34206924 

 
4 http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4694295,00.html  

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34206924
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-34206924
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34215301
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-34206924
http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4694295,00.html
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Kurdish civilians hit by snipers as Turkey cracks down on militants5 

Constanze Letsch 8.9.2015 

Violent clashes are ongoing in Cizre and the number of those injured in the crossfire between security forces 

and Kurdish militants unclear. Some local residents have reported that police have surrounded the local 

hospital, preventing people from getting medical care. 

‘No peace could quell the anger of the people whose children have been left to die because they were hindered 

to reach the hospital,’ tweeted local MP Faysal Sariyildiz, who arrived in Cizre on Saturday as part of a 

delegation from the pro-Kurdish People’s Democratic party (HDP). 

According to latest reports, at least three civilians have been killed in Cizre since Friday, including a 13-year-

old girl who was fatally hit by bullets in her own home. 

Last month six people, including at least four civilians, were killed in in Cizre and Yüksekova, according to 

the Turkish authorities. Four people, including one policeman, were killed in Silopi. According to a report 

prepared by the HDP, 78 civilians have been killed since national elections were held in June. 

 

International Hypocrisy and the Siege of Cizre6 

MICHAEL RUBIN 13.9.2015 

Make no mistake: By the standards of his polemics against Israel, Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 

is a war criminal. In international relations, though, such rhetoric is cheap and often counterproductive. What 

may be necessary, however, if the international community does not want to expose itself as completely 

hypocritical, is to ensure that Turkey’s government can no long blockade and impose collective punishment 

on either its Kurdish minority. Perhaps it’s time for the blue helmets to ensure that all towns and villages in 

Turkey, regardless of the ethnicity of their residents, receive food, and full access to medicine, water, and basic 

health and sanitary services. Surely, President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan would not want Turkey statistically to 

fall even further behind the residents of the Gaza Strip. 

 

Turkish forces stop pro-Kurdish MPs on protest march to Cizre7 

Turkish security forces stop a convoy of the pro-Kurdish 

Peoples’ Democratic Party members near the town of 

Midyat. Photograph: Sertac Kayar/Reuters 

Pro-Kurdish politicians, including cabinet ministers, 

attempting to march to Cizre in south-east Turkey to 

protest against a week-long military curfew in the town 

have been blocked by security forces. 

The leader of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ Democratic Party 

(HDP), Selhattin Demirtaş, and other members of the 

organisation, started a 55-mile march towards Cizre on Wednesday after security forces halted a previous 

attempt to reach the town by convoy. On Thursday they staged a sit-down protest on a hillside near the border 

with Syria and Iraq after soldiers with riot shields blocked their path. 

                                                           
5http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/08/kurdish-civilians-killed-snipers-turkey-cracks-down-militants 
 
6 https://www.commentarymagazine.com/foreign-policy/middle-east/international-hypocrisy-and-the-siege-of-cizre/ 

 
7 http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/10/turkish-forces-stop-pro-kurdish-mps-on-protest-march-to-cizre 

 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/08/kurdish-civilians-killed-snipers-turkey-cracks-down-militants
https://www.commentarymagazine.com/foreign-policy/middle-east/international-hypocrisy-and-the-siege-of-cizre/
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/sep/10/turkish-forces-stop-pro-kurdish-mps-on-protest-march-to-cizre
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Turkey’s war against the Kurds only helps Isil8 

Con Coughlin, Defence Editor 6:02PM BST 11 Aug 2015 

A Turkish F-16 fighter jet takes off from Incirlik airbase 

in the southern city of Adana Photo: Murad 

Sezer/Reuters 

‘So the arrival of the first batch of US warplanes at 

Incirlik at the weekend should have heralded a turning 

point in the war against Isil, and at a time when there is 

mounting concern that the coalition effort against the 

militants is failing to make headway. Recent 

intelligence reports, for example, suggest Isil now holds more territory in Syria and Iraq than it did when 

Washington began its bombing offensive last August.But any hopes that Turkey’s belated decision to support 

the coalition air campaign might prove to be a game-changer have been seriously undermined by the Turkish 

president’s decision to reignite hostilities with the Kurds.’ 

 

What will Turkey's price be for its support against ISIL?9 

Shashank Joshi 6:20AM 09 Dec 2014 

‘But there is a curious thing about this second campaign. Although the United States is doing the heavy lifting, 

a motley crew of Arabs and Europeans are also pounding the jihadists on a daily basis. Yet while military 

minnows such as Bahrain and Belgium have sent warplanes, Nato’s only Muslim-majority member – located 

right on the edge of the action – is curiously absent. Why is Turkey sitting out this fight?’ 

 

NATO backs Turkey on IS as Ankara confirms attack on Kurds10 

Suzanne Lynch 29, 2015, 01:00 

Kurds protest outside the Turkish embassy in Paris. The 

Turkish military confirmed on Tuesday it had used jets to 

target Kurdish rebels. Photograph: EPA 

‘Within hours of the Nato gathering, Turkish president 

Recep Tayyip Erdogan said it was ‘not possible’ to 

continue the Kurdish peace settlement because of recent 

Kurdish attacks on Turkish targets… 

German chancellor Angela Merkel phoned Turkish Prime Minister Ahmet Davutoglu over the weekend, while 

the EU’s foreign policy chief, Federica Mogherini, spoke to the Turkish foreign minister on Saturday. Both 

Brussels and Berlin have urged Turkey not to jeopardise the Kurdish peace process.  

‘Any action taken should avoid the risk of endangering the ceasefire and the Kurdish peace process that 

remains the best opportunity in a generation to solve a conflict that has claimed far too many lives,’ Ms 

Mogherini said following her phone call with Turkish foreign minister Mevlut Cavusoglu.’ 

                                                           
8 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/11796876/Turkeys-war-against-the-Kurds-only-helps-Isil.html 
 
9 http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/turkey/11280713/What-will-Turkeys-price-be-for-its-support-against-Isil.html 

 
10 http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/nato-backs-turkey-on-is-as-ankara-confirms-attack-on-kurds-1.2300050 

 

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/islamic-state/11796876/Turkeys-war-against-the-Kurds-only-helps-Isil.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/europe/turkey/11280713/What-will-Turkeys-price-be-for-its-support-against-Isil.html
http://www.irishtimes.com/news/world/europe/nato-backs-turkey-on-is-as-ankara-confirms-attack-on-kurds-1.2300050
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War with Isis: Is Turkey's buffer zone in Syria a matter of self-defence – or just anti-Kurd?11 

Kim Sengupta 20.8.2015 

‘The Turkish government recently launched a military campaign against the PKK, the Kurdish armed group 

which operates within Turkey and northern Iraq, and which has used terrorism in its drive to create an 

independent Kurdish state. A related Kurdish militia in northern Syria, the YPG, is seen by the US as one of 

the most effective groups in combating Isis, and has received US air support… 

But Turkey is hostile to the YPG and wants to prevent it taking control of the entire northern border of Syria 

– with critics saying that is why it pushed for the buffer zone. Turkey has also been accused of bombing YPG 

units rather than focusing on Isis. The Turkish military has carried out more than 500 strikes against the PKK 

and YPG in the last month while targeting Isis on three occasions, according to Western officials, who are 

concerned that Ankara is using the anti-Isis alliance as cover.’ 

 

Insanity of war on ISIS: US supports Kurdish forces - at the same time Turkey BOMBS them12 

Rob Virtue 29. 7. 2015 

Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu said there 

was no difference between ISIS and PKK 

‘Forces from the PKK (Kurdistan Workers' Party) are 

currently recieving air support from the United States-led 

coalition, as they represent the jihadists' fiercest enemy on 

the ground. But, since Turkey joined the war against ISIS 

last week, they have begun to launch airstrikes against 

both the PKK and ISIS, with their officials saying there is 

‘no difference’ between the Kurdish group and ISIS. 

Turkey launched an offensive against ISIS following attacks at its border with Syria and is working with the 

US to build a ‘safe zone’ in the region by forcing the jihadis out. But at the same time it started bombing PKK 

in its Iraq-heartland. 

The PKK, a strong opponent of ISIS, is affiliated with another Kurdish group, YPG (People's Protection Units), 

which is based in Syria and has also claimed it has been targeted by Turkey.’ 

 

Turkey steps up bombing -- but on Kurds, not Islamic State 13 

Jeremiah Bailey-Hoover and Patrick J. McDonnell 29.6.2015 

 ‘Turkish war planes on Wednesday unleashed some of the heaviest bombing to date on Kurdish rebel 

strongholds in Turkey and Iraq, as the fallout from Ankara’s stepped-up anti-terror campaign reverberated in 

the nation’s political arena. 

Last week, Ankara announced with great fanfare that it was joining the U.S.-led international coalition against 

the Islamic State, the Al Qaeda breakaway group that has seized large swaths of Syria and Iraq, two of Turkey’s 

                                                           
11 http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/war-with-isis-is-turkeys-buffer-zone-in-syria-a-matter-of-selfdefence--or-just-antikurd-

10464443.html 
12 http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/594352/war-on-ISIS-US-supports-Kurdish-forcesTurkey-BOMBS-them 

 
13 http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-turkey-bombing-kurds-20150729-story.html 

 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/war-with-isis-is-turkeys-buffer-zone-in-syria-a-matter-of-selfdefence--or-just-antikurd-10464443.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/war-with-isis-is-turkeys-buffer-zone-in-syria-a-matter-of-selfdefence--or-just-antikurd-10464443.html
http://www.express.co.uk/news/world/594352/war-on-ISIS-US-supports-Kurdish-forcesTurkey-BOMBS-them
http://www.latimes.com/world/middleeast/la-fg-turkey-bombing-kurds-20150729-story.html


15 
 

neighbors. Previously, Turkey had been hesitant to join the coalition, despite the nation’s front-line status in 

the conflict. 

But Turkey has focused its firepower since then not on the Islamic extremists but on its longtime adversary — 

the secular PKK, whose allied forces have been at the vanguard of the fight against the Islamic State. 

Turkish officials blame PKK ‘terrorists’ for breaking an informal cease-fire with recent attacks on Turkish 

police officers and other targets. 

But Turkish activists and opposition politicians have accused the government of using its announced 

crackdown on the Islamic State as a pretext to bomb PKK targets and round up Kurdish activists, threatening 

a two-year peace process.’ 

 

Why Turkey Is Fighting the Kurds Who Are Fighting ISIS14 

Sarah Almukhtar and Tim Wallace 12.8.2015 

‘On the same day that Turkey announced it would help fight the Islamic State, Turkish forces began an airstrike 

campaign against one of the very groups that has been crucial to stopping the advance of the Islamic State. 

Since the July 24 announcement, Turkey has launched several waves of airstrikes against elements of a Kurdish 

separatist group known as the P.K.K., which is widely listed as a terrorist group. But that group and its allies 

in Syria, who have been closely working with American forces, are pushing Islamic State militants out of areas 

they once controlled. 

So while the United States had long sought Turkey’s help in fighting ISIS, the events since the agreement 

reveal the tangle of diverging interests in the region.’ 

 

NATO Conned by Erdogan, A compelling analysis of what is really going on with Turkey, Isis, and 

Kurds15 

Harut Sassounian July 28, 2015 

‘Ironically, these are the same terrorists that Ankara has been arming, assisting their infiltration into Syria, and 

having them treated in Turkish hospitals. It is estimated that as many as 25,000 foreign and 1,000 Turkish 

Jihadists have crossed Turkey’s border in recent years trying to topple Syria’s President Bashar al-Assad. 

Using the excuse that a Turkish soldier was killed by a shot fired from Syria last week, Erdogan ordered a 

series of bombing raids by land and air in Northern Syria and Iraq, as well as rounding up over 1,000 

individuals in Turkey suspected of being Kurdish fighters, leftist militants, and ISIS followers. 

After several years of reluctance, the Turkish government finally announced on July 24 that it would allow the 

United States to use one or more of its air bases to launch attacks on Jihadist groups in Syria. 

Rather than fighting ISIS terrorists or cooperating with United States military operations in Syria and Iraq, 

Erdogan’s true intent is to consolidate his own hold on power and accomplish the following self-serving 

objectives’ 

 

                                                           
14 http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/turkey-kurds-isis.html?_r=0 

 
15 http://www.veteranstoday.com/2015/07/28/a-compelling-analysis-of-what-is-really-going-on-with-turkey-isis-and-kurds/ 

 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/08/12/world/middleeast/turkey-kurds-isis.html?_r=0
http://www.veteranstoday.com/2015/07/28/a-compelling-analysis-of-what-is-really-going-on-with-turkey-isis-and-kurds/
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Turkey Uses ISIS as Excuse to Attack Kurds16 

Uzey Bulut 26. 7. 2015  

The scene of the suicide bombing in Suruc, 

Turkey. An ISIS suicide bomber murdered 

32 people and wounded more than 100 

others in a July 20 attack on Kurdish 

humanitarian activists. (Image source: 

VOA video screenshot) 

‘It appears as if the Turkish government is 

using ISIS as a pretext to attack the PKK 

(Kurdistan Workers' Party). 

Turkey just announced that its air base at 

Incirlik will soon be open to coalition 

forces, presumably to fight ISIS. But the moment Turkey started bombing, it targeted Kurdish positions in 

Iraq, in addition to targeting ISIS positions in Syria. 

In Turkey, millions of indigenous Kurds are continually terrorized and murdered, but ISIS terrorists can freely 

travel and use official border crossings to go to Syria and return to Turkey; they are even treated at Turkish 

hospitals.’ 

 

'ISIS Sees Turkey as Its Ally': Former Islamic State Member Reveals Turkish Army Cooperation17 

Barney Guiton 11/7/14  

Smoke rises from the Syrian town of Kobane, Turkish 

army tanks take position on the Turkish side of the 

border, October 8, 2014.Umit Bektas/Reuters 

‘A former member of ISIS has revealed the extent to 

which the cooperation of the Turkish military allows 

the terrorist group, who now control large parts of 

Iraq and Syria, to travel through Turkish territory to 

reinforce fighters battling Kurdish forces. 

A reluctant former communications technician 

working for Islamic State, now going by the 

pseudonym 'Sherko Omer', who managed to escape the group, told Newsweek that he travelled in a convoy of 

trucks as part of an ISIS unit from their stronghold in Raqqa, across Turkish border, through Turkey and then 

back across the border to attack Syrian Kurds in the city of Serekaniye in northern Syria in February. 

‘ISIS commanders told us to fear nothing at all because there was full cooperation with the Turks,’ said Omer 

of crossing the border into Turkey, ‘and they reassured us that nothing will happen, especially when that is 

how they regularly travel from Raqqa and Aleppo to the Kurdish areas further northeast of Syria because it 

was impossible to travel through Syria as YPG [National Army of Syrian Kurdistan] controlled most parts of 

the Kurdish region.’ 

 

                                                           
16 http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/6223/turkey-isis-kurds 

 
17 http://europe.newsweek.com/isis-and-turkey-cooperate-destroy-kurds-former-isis-member-reveals-turkish-282920 

 

http://europe.newsweek.com/authors/barney-guiton
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/6223/turkey-isis-kurds
http://europe.newsweek.com/isis-and-turkey-cooperate-destroy-kurds-former-isis-member-reveals-turkish-282920
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Turkey Trained ISIS Militants, Provided Satellite Data on Kobane's Kurdish Fighters – Report18 

Johnlee Varghese 15.10.2014  

‘Turkey has reportedly been accused of not only providing strategic intel on Kurdish fighters to the Islamic 

State but also of being involved in training jihadi militants. 

A WND report, citing sources from Jordanian intelligence, claimed that several ISIS members have been 

trained by NATO member Turkey for secret operations. 

According to the report, a senior security officer stated that 16 ISIS members were arrested recently, while 

trying to sneak into Jordan, via the Syria border. During the course of interrogation, the militants revealed that 

they were sent for conducting bomb blasts in the country. The arrested also told Jordanian authorities that 

several ISIS militants received their training in Turkey. 

The revelations come at a time when Turkey has been widely blamed for bombing the camps of Kurdish 

fighters and supporters in Kobane, with warplanes and artillery.’ 

 

Turkey Chooses ISIS Over the Kurds19 

Michael J. Totten 24.6.2015 

‘Turkey’s President Recep Tayyip Erdogan is furious that the Kurds in Syria are advancing against ISIS.Ponder 

the ramifications of that sentence. 

Turkey is a member of NATO. On paper, at least, it’s one of America’s greatest allies. ISIS, meanwhile, is the 

world’s most deranged army of psychopaths. Even Al Qaeda disowns it. The Kurds, though, are America’s 

most reliable allies in the Middle East alongside the Israelis. 

So our nominal ally thinks it’s a problem when one of our real allies makes gains against the most vicious 

terrorist army on the planet.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
18 http://www.ibtimes.co.in/turkey-trained-isis-militants-provided-satellite-data-kobanes-kurdish-fighters-report-611458 

 
19 http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/blog/michael-j-totten/turkey-chooses-isis-over-kurds 

 

http://www.ibtimes.co.in/turkey-trained-isis-militants-provided-satellite-data-kobanes-kurdish-fighters-report-611458
http://www.worldaffairsjournal.org/blog/michael-j-totten/turkey-chooses-isis-over-kurds
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NORWAGIAN MEDIA 

Erdogan som pyroman 20 

Einar Hagvaag 14.08.2015 

Erdogan spiller høyt. I Syria og Irak er det nok store branner å slokke. Men Erdogan leker med ilden både i 

hjemlandet og nabolandene. 

 

Erdogans omkamp21 

Einar Hagvaag 20.08.2015 

Tyrkia betaler en svært høy pris for dette farlige spillet til Erdogan, og det er slett ikke sikkert han vinner. I 

juni var HDP og Demirtas den store overraskelsen, som også fratok AKP flertallet. De stemmene partiet samlet 

langt utenfor de kurdiske områdene var velgere som vendte seg mot den stadig mer autoritære Erdogan. Med 

det spillet han nå driver, kan motstanden blant velgerne øke. Og i det islamsk-konservative AKP kan «Sterke 

Mann» vise seg som en byrde, som må stanses før han blir allmektig. 

  

Tyrkias bombing er støtte til IS-drapsmenn22 

Runa Evensen and Harald Reppesgaard 04.08.2015 

President Erdogans stormannsgale plan er å knuse kurdernes mål om en egen stat og å splitte opp Syria for å 

opprette et Stor-Tyrkia i Midtøsten. 

Hans reaksjonære og nasjonalistiske ærgjerrighet er fylt av fascistiske idealer og 

han bekjemper sosialist- og kommunistpartiet og Det prokurdiske partiet Folkets 

demokratiske parti (HDP) som han tapte valget mot. Det skjer nå 

massearrestasjoner, militære aksjoner flere steder i Tyrkia og omfattende 

bombing av landsbyer med drap på tusenvis av sivile og mot gerilja-mål i Syria 

og i Irak. 

 

Tyrkia, USA og kurderne23 

Einar Hagvaag 30.07.2015 

Tyrkia har et tredelt forhold til kurderne. I Tyrkia utgjør de 15 til 20 prosent av innbyggerne og ønsker minst 

sjølstyre og utvidede rettigheter sørøst i landet. PKK er forbudt, men Erdogan har pragmatisk forhandlet med 

partiet inntil han erklærte krig. Tyrkia har et mistenksomt syn på kurderne i Syria, og vil ikke la dem få en 

egen stat langs grensa som lett kunne spille inn i Tyrkia. Forholdet til kurderne i Nord-Irak, som nærmest har 

en egen stat, er godt. De tjener som et vern mot kaoset sørover i Irak og mot Iran. Det som alle kurderne 

drømmer om, å samle deres områder i Tyrkia, Iran, Irak og Syria i en egen stat, er det siste Tyrkia vil ha. 

 

                                                           
20 http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/14/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/utenriks/40612447/ 

 
21 http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/20/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/utenriks/40707091/ 
 
22 http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/04/kultur/debatt/kronikk/meninger/pkk/40448804/ 

 
23 http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/07/30/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/utenriks/40393992/ 

 

http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/14/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/utenriks/40612447/
http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/20/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/utenriks/40707091/
http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/04/kultur/debatt/kronikk/meninger/pkk/40448804/
http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/07/30/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/utenriks/40393992/
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Tyrkias eget spill24 

Dagbladet debate 28.07.2015  

Tyrkia driver sitt eget spill. På tyrkisk jord kan det nå komme angrep både fra kurdiske grupper og IS. Politisk 

uro kan spre seg til Tyrkia. Erdogan og Rettferds- og Utviklingspartiet (AKP) tapte flertallet i parlamentet i 

forrige måned og har ikke klart å finne en regjeringspartner. Det kunne ha vært det kurdiske Demokratisk 

Folkeparti (HDP), som kunne ha hjulpet godt i fredsforhandlingene med PKK. Denslags går nå i vasken. 

Erdogan vil kanskje piske opp frykten for kurderne og utskrive nyvalg i høst i håp om å vinne flertall. 

 

Sviker Obama kurderne?25 

Einar Hagvaag 07.08.2015  

Kan USA presse Tyrkia til å trappe opp krigen mot IS og dempe krigen 

mot kurderne? USA kan vel ikke hogge hånda av sine beste kampfeller, 

i en del av verden hvor det verken er mangel på fiender eller upålitelige 

allierte? Utenriksminister Mevlut Cavusoglu sier at de to land sammen 

snart «setter i gang et globalt slag mot IS». Har Erdogan av 

innenrikspolitiske grunner gått til angrep mot PKK og lovt USA å gjøre 

det kortvarig og i lite omfang? Erdogan har også klart å splitte kurderne. 

Tyrkia har bombet PKK-baser i fjellene både i Nord-Irak og Tyrkia. 

 

Aftenposten mener: NATO kan bli brikke i tyrkisk innenrikspolitikk26 

Aftenposten redaksjon 01.08.2015 

Den tyrkiske presidentens stadig mer autoritære linje i innenrikspolitikken har lenge bekymret hans vestlige 

allierte. Nå har innenrikspolitikk blitt utenrikspolitikk for Erdogan. For NATO er det omvendt: alliansen blir 

dratt inn i tyrkisk innenrikspolitikk. Det er et risikabelt spill Tyrkia har invitert NATO med på. 

Erdogan bomber PKK for å beholde makten 27 

Silje Rønning Kampesæter 29.07.2015 

Tyrkia nå har begitt seg inn i en ny kamp mot den kurdiske opprørsgruppen PKK som de har hatt en skjør 

fredsavtale med siden mars 2013. 

 

SWEEDISH MEDIA 

Turkiets informationskrig mot kurderna28 

Ivar Andersen 04.08.2015 

Turkiet har gett sig in i det syriska kriget. Kampen förs både på slagfältet och på internet. Nu censureras pro-

kurdiska nyhetssajter, Twitterkonton och Facebooksidor. 

                                                           
24 http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/07/28/kultur/meninger/leder1/nato/tyrkia/40355411/ 

 
25 http://www.dagbladet.no/2015/08/07/kultur/meninger/kommentar/hovedkommentar/tyrkia/40512145/ 

 
26http://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/leder/Aftenposten-mener-NATO-kan-bli-brikke-i-tyrkisk-innenrikspolitikk-8111529.html 
 
27http://www.aftenposten.no/nyheter/uriks/-Erdogan-bomber-PKK-for-a-beholde-makten-8106239.html 

 
28 http://www.expressen.se/geo/turkiets-informationskrig-mot-kurderna/ 
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 Mannen som Erdogan vill tysta29 

Wolfgang Hansson 21.08.2015 

För AKP, det parti som dominerat turkisk politik i över tio år, och president Erdogan var det ett svårt bakslag. 

HDP:s framgångar gjorde att AKP inte fick någon egen majoritet och att Erdogan därmed inte kunde ändra 

grundlagen i syfte att ge presidenten mer makt. Genom att utlysa nyval hoppas Erdogan att HDP inte ska klara 

spärren den här gången. Närmast en förutsättning för att AKP ska få egen majoritet och all makt. 

Erdogan vill ha all makt i Turkiet30 

Wolfgang Hansson 19.08.2015 

Turkiets starke man Tayyip Erdogan vill ha all makt. Försöken att bilda en koalitionsregering var dödsdömda 

redan från början. För att skaffa fler röster i ett väntat nyval har Erdogan istället återupptagit kriget mot 

kurderna. 

Krönika: Erdogans dubbla krig31 

Terese Cristiansson 28.07.2015 

Den turkiska vändningen kan bero på att de vill hämnas attacken i gränsstaden Suruç förra veckan då 32 unga 

aktivister dog eller för att de fått nog av tjatet från väst. Eller att de vill hämnas mot PKK som efter 

Suruçattacken dödade två turkiska soldater längs gränsen. Eller - för att Erdogan ser en möjlighet att försvaga 

det kurdiska partiet HDP som tog från honom majoriteten i parlamentet i somras. Sedan dess har ingen lyckats 

skapa en koalitionsregering och makten är svag. Om det blir nyval kan Erdogan vinna på ett dubbelsidigt krig 

och ta tillbaka makten och chansen att skapa sitt nyottomanska rike med sig själv som sultan. Skarp politisk 

ammunition. 

‘Det var Erdogan som bröt fredsprocessen’32 

Michael Winiarski 20.08.2015 

Det var Turkiets president Recep Tayyip Erdogan som bröt fredsprocessen med det kurdiska arbetarpartiet 

PKK. Han ägnar sig åt att försvara sitt palats, inte landet, säger det prokurdiska partiet HDP:s ledare Selahattin 

Demirtas till DN. 

‘Erdogans makthunger skadar Turkiet’ 33 

Valter Mutt 04.08.2015 

I ett cyniskt spel om mer makt agerar Turkiets starke man Recep Tayyip Erdogan inte längre för landets bästa. 

Omvärlden bör agera för att stödja företrädarna för centervänsterpartiet HDP. 

 

DANISH MEDIA 

Er Tyrkiet på vej ind i en borgerkrig?34 

Robert Ellis 29.07.2015 

                                                           
29 http://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/kolumnister/wolfganghansson/article21287968.ab 

 
30 http://www.aftonbladet.se/nyheter/kolumnister/wolfganghansson/article21277725.ab 
31 http://www.expressen.se/geo/terese-cristiansson/kronika-erdogans-dubbla-krig/ 
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33 http://www.svd.se/erdogans-makthunger-skadar-turkiet 

 
34 http://politiken.dk/debat/debatindlaeg/ECE2773214/er-tyrkiet-paa-vej-ind-i-en-borgerkrig/ 
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Erdogan har forkastet en aftale om fredsprocessen, som blev indgået i slutningen af februar mellem det 

kurdiske HDP (Folkenes Demokratiske Parti) og regeringen, og har betegnet HDP som en udvidelse af PKK. 

Til gengæld har PKK udtalt, at efter de tyrkiske luftangreb giver våbenhvilen ikke længere nogen mening. 

 Valget der sendte Tyrkiet i krig35 

Allan Sørensen 14.08.2015 

Den tyrkiske regerings angreb på PKK og ønsket om en sikkerhedszone i Syrien er et direkte resultat af AKP-

partiets valgnederlag 7. juni, siger Ertuğrul Kürkçü, tyrkisk parlamentsmedlem og ærespræsident for det 

kurdiske HDP-parti. 

 

ITALIAN MEDIA 

Fermiamo l’aggressione della Turchia e i bombardamenti dei villaggi Rete Kurdistan Italia 
36  

  

La lotta contro ISIS è e rimane semplicemente una copertura.  Dal 24 luglio continuano in maniera incessante 

i bombardamenti dell’esercito turco sulla regione di Qandil nel Kurdistan del sud (Nord Iraq). Questa mattina 

il villaggio di Zergelê è stato ripetutamente bombardato, 9 persone sono rimaste uccise e molte altre 

gravemente ferite.  Gli aerei da guerra turchi hanno preso di mira anche i villaggi circostanti e le popolazioni 

che intendevano prestare soccorso ai feriti. (...) Fonti locali affermano che gli aerei turchi hanno colpito 

deliberatamente abitazione per abitazione per aumentare il numero delle vittime.   

Questa strategia militare ha provocato sinora enormi danni ambientali nelle zone circostanti e ha portato al 

ferimento di numerosi civili. A seguito dei bombardamenti indiscriminati sono state danneggiate importanti 

aree agricole e gli allevamenti di bestiame. Centinaia di villaggi sono stati costretti all’evacuazione.(...)  I reali 

obiettivi dello stato turco e del partito di governo dell’AKP sono la Rivoluzione democratica del Rojava e la 

straordinaria affermazione elettorale del Partito democratico dei popoli (HDP) che prefigurano la 

possibilità di una trasformazione democratica a favore di tutti i popoli del Medio Oriente.  I massicci 

bombardamenti, le dichiarazioni del presidente turco Erdoğan e del primo ministro Davutoğlu di voler 

continuare con questa campagna di bombardamenti a tempo indeterminato, e le massicce operazioni di polizia 

che hanno portato all’arresto di circa 1300 esponenti della società civile e del movimento curdo, dimostrano il 

completo disinteresse da parte della Turchia nella lotta contro ISIS. e rischiano di  trasformare la questione 

curda in un nuovo genocidio.   

Mamma li turchi   

Il Sole 24 Ore, Di Ugo Tramballi 37  

L’Isis è solo il cavallo di Troia della Turchia e dei suoi interessi. (...) Dopo avere mestato per anni nelle 

guerre civili in Siria e Iraq; dopo avere finanziato insieme a sauditi ed Emirati, le peggiori milizie islamiche; 

dopo avere impedito in tutti i modi ai curdi di combattere decentemente contro l’Isis: nonostante i curdi siano 

gli unici concreti oppositori dello stato islamico. Dopo tutto questo, finalmente e d’improvviso, anche la 

Turchia bombarda l’Isis.   

Sul piano strettamente militare lo stato islamico può essere spazzato via in poche settimane, su quello 

politico i suoi epigoni possono essere sradicati in pochi anni. Ma la Turchia e l’Arabia Saudita come 

potrebbero realizzare i loro obiettivi senza l’aiuto dell’Isis?  L’Ispi, l’Istituto di studi di politica internazionale, 

ha appena pubblicato un interessante focus sulle ultime novità sul campo: “La Turchia contro Pkk e Is”. (...) 

E’ tutto da dimostrare che la Turchia abbia rotto i suoi rapporti ambigui con il califfato e gli abbia dichiarato 

                                                           
35 http://www.b.dk/globalt/valget-der-sendte-tyrkiet-i-krig 
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guerra. E’ sempre più evidente invece che la sua guerra sia contro i curdi: non solo il Pkk ma l’intero 

movimento curdo la cui ipotesi nazionale sta legittimamente prendendo corpo nella sfacelo e negli egoismi di 

quella regione. (...)    

Cinar: “L’intenzione del governo turco è colpire il Pkk non l’Isis”   

Il Manifesto, di Chiara Cruciati 38   

Finisce così una tregua mai realmente voluta dalla Turchia di Erdogan, le cui politiche neoliberiste e 

nazionaliste hanno affossato le tante richieste di democrazia provenienti dalla base, turca e kurda. (...)Ne 

abbiamo parlato con Murat Cinar, giornalista e attivista della sinistra turca.(...) Le prime operazioni subito 

dopo la strage di Suruc compiute in quasi 25 città, con lo scopo di arrestare eventuali appartenenti alle 

organizzazioni Hpg, Pkk e Isis, hanno reso chiaro il proposito del governo: reprimere il Pkk, attraverso arresti 

di massa e sequestro di beni. Azioni che non venivano messe in atto da quando l’Akp e i servizi segreti hanno 

optato per il negoziato con Ocalan. La scorsa settimana la rottura della tregua si è concretizzata con i 

bombardamenti dei jet turchi contro la montagna di Qandil, dove si trovano ufficiali del Pkk e sedi 

dell’organizzazione.  

(...) La prima notte, la Turchia ha bombardato l’Isis in un intervento molto semplice e breve, solo 25 minuti e 

5 bombe. (...) le parole di Davutoglu e le azioni dell’esercito sono l’espressione chiara dell’intenzione di colpire 

il Pkk e non l’Isis. Davutoglu domenica ha detto che lo scopo è rispondere al Pkk in merito all’uccisione dei 

due poliziotti a Ceylanpinar. (...) l’esercito ha costruito dighe e nuove caserme in territorio kurdo e ha 

militarizzato il territorio. Ancora sabato e domenica in altre 30 città migliaia di poliziotti hanno svolto 

operazioni nelle abitazioni di civili portando in caserma centinaia di presunti membri del Pkk, ma anche 

membri del Partito Democratico del Popolo, l’Hdp.  

Erdogan non ha mai portato avanti seriamente il negoziato. (...)  L’Akp prende i voti non solo dai 

conservatori, ma anche dai nazionalisti.(...), una compagine nuova con un leader carismatico che aveva 

promesso un fittizio rilancio economico e la soluzione di un problema storico senza armi. Ma mentre Erdogan 

prometteva una soluzione di riconciliazione nazionale (anche per attirare i voti dei kurdi conservatori o dei 

giovani kurdi che non hanno conosciuto l’epoca della repressione), sapeva di rischiare di perdere consenso tra 

il proprio elettorato trattando con Ocalan (...) Per questo, mentre parlava di pace, Erdogan negava l’identità 

kurda, l’insegnamento della lingua kurda, impediva la partecipazione politica dei kurdi e gettava fango 

sull’Hdp. È un gioco insano che non poteva reggere. Perché mentre Erdogan uccideva i nostri giovani a Gezi 

Park, rendeva precario il lavoro, svendeva il paese, le banche e i porti ai privati, introduceva i pacchetti di 

sicurezza più totalitari mai visti in Turchia, uccideva centinaia di operai rendendo insicuro il lavoro, non poteva 

allo stesso tempo costruire la pace né rendere più democratico il paese.(...)L’impressione è che Ankara punti 

al caos per tornare al voto.Il conflitto si è già riaperto. Il governo non è ancora legittimo e non si impegnerà a 

risolvere la questione in modo pacifico. (...)  

   

Curdi tragedia infinita  

Nord Milano Notizie, di Luigi Vinci39      

Erdoĝan in specie è un fanatico il cui obiettivo è di fare della Turchia qualcosa che assomigli il più possibile 

al califfato ottomano di prima del suo crollo militare nel 1918 e della dittatura repubblicana laica e 

occidentalizzante di Atatürk.   Nei due anni di esistenza dello Stato Islamico la Turchia ha aiutato in tutti i 

modi lo Stato Islamico: cosa prima negata od occultata in Occidente da governi e mass-media, ma che dopo 

Kobanê è diventata cognizione universale  

L’obiettivo del governo turco di una zona di interdizione aerea riguardante una striscia di una quarantina di 

chilometri di territorio siriano lungo gli 800 chilometri del confine con la Turchia fa inoltre temere attacchi 

aerei e anche via terra da parte turca contro i cantoni e le città del Rojava liberati dalle milizie curde-siriane 

del YPG, organizzazione sorella del PKK. La città di Kobanê, le cui miliziane hanno spiegato al mondo intero 

meglio di migliaia di pagine e di discorsi che cosa è e perché lotti la militanza curda, rischia dunque, dopo 

                                                           
38 http://nena-news.it/cinar-lintenzione-del-governo-turco-e-colpire-il-pkk-non-lisis/  
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essere stata liberata dall’ISIS, di essere attaccata e sopraffatta dall’esercito turco. Erdoĝan è stato molto chiaro 

a questo riguardo: la Turchia (cioè lui e il peggio razzista, fondamentalista e antidemocratico della politica, 

degli apparati statali e della popolazione della Turchia) non accetterà mai la formazione di una realtà curda 

autogovernata sul proprio confine meridionale, per di più saldata al territorio curdo autogovernato nel nord 

dell’Iraq. (...)  

Soprattutto, solo così si spiega come mai, come dichiarano le realtà curde sul confine turcosiriano, non sia vero 

che l’aviazione turca sia impegnata contro lo Stato Islamico. Semplicemente non risulta, a parte, all’inizio, 

qualche bomba su niente; che quest’aviazione sia impegnata contro lo Stato Islamico sono balle turche. Essa 

è impegnata a fondo, invece, contro gli insediamenti veri o presunti del PKK in Turchia e in Iraq. E’ vero che 

Erdoĝan ha concesso agli Stati Uniti le basi aeree di Adana (İncirlik) e Diyarbakır, grazie alle quali l’aviazione 

statunitense migliorerà significativamente le sue capacità operative: ma ha proibito che i bombardamenti da 

parte di quest’aviazione contro i miliziani dello Stato Islamico avvengano a difesa di posizioni tenute dai curdi 

siriani: ciò che dice davvero tutto su chi per Erdoĝan è il nemico reale e unico.  

(...)Tutto questo infatti non sarebbe accaduto (cioè la svolta non ci sarebbe stata) se Erdoĝan avesse vinto le 

recenti elezioni politiche turche. Ma le ha perse: e le ha perse perché il partito curdo legale di Turchia, l’HDP, 

ha superato la soglia di sbarramento del 10%, ha portato in parlamento un’ottantina di deputali e ha impedito 

così all’AKP di Erdoĝan di conquistare la maggioranza parlamentare assoluta e puntare alla trasformazione 

della Turchia in repubblica presidenziale, avvicinando così l’obiettivo del califfato o, più precisamente, della 

dittatura personale fondamentalista. (...). Dal suo punto di vista c’è quindi la necessità di tornare rapidamente 

alle elezioni politiche: e per vincerle occorre una drammatizzazione estrema sul versante del rapporto tra lo 

stato e la popolazione curda, occorre cioè ricreare in Turchia una situazione più o meno di guerra civile; solo 

questo potrebbe consentire la repressione aperta nei confronti dell’HDP, l’impossibilità per esso (o per un altro 

partito legale curdo) di superare lo sbarramento del 10%, la riconquista da parte dell’AKP della maggioranza 

parlamentare assoluta, di riprendere la marcia verso il califfato. (...)Come tutti i governi occidentali ben sanno, 

e ben sanno i direttori dei mass-media, la bomba al comizio di chiusura dell’HDP a Diyarbakır alla vigilia 

delle elezioni e la bomba che ha ucciso recentemente nella città curdo-turca di Suruç trentadue ragazzi curdi e 

turchi di sinistra che volevano portare giocattoli ai bimbi di Kobanê le hanno messe agenti del MİT cioè 

dell’intelligence turca (su ordine di Erdoĝan: il capo del MİT è un suo fedelissimo); o, forse, il che però è lo 

stesso, queste bombe le hanno messe figure dello Stato Islamico collegate al MİT. Da parte del PKK, giova 

rammentare, si è tentato di tutto per risolvere la questione curda di Turchia pacificamente. La rivendicazione 

di uno stato curdo indipendente fu abbandonata almeno vent’anni fa, sostituita dall’autonomia dei territori 

curdi e dal riconoscimento dei diritti culturali (linguistici ecc.) della popolazione curda. Un avvio più recente 

di trattative portò all’avvio del ritiro degli armati del PKK dal territorio turco verso l’Iraq, nonostante la 

Turchia non si fosse impegnata alla cessazione delle sue azioni militari; interrotte queste trattative nel 2013 da 

Erdoĝan senza alcun motivo che il suo uso strumentale della questione curda, il ritiro degli armati del PKK fu 

sospeso; le poche migliaia di miliziani del PKK rimasti in Turchia si asterranno da iniziative militari, fatto 

salvo l’esercizio dell’autodifesa dai frequenti attacchi turchi. (...) Gli insediamenti reali del PKK sono ben 

protetti: chi viene assassinato da parte dell’esercito e dell’aviazione della Turchia sono in genere contadini, 

pastori, gente disarmata che non ha mai fatto la guerra a nessuno (...)  

 

Ankara bombarda il Pkk  

Il Manifesto, di Giuseppe Acconcia40  

Erdogan vuole «mettere il paese a ferro e fuoco» per assicurarsi la vittoria in caso di elezioni anticipate 

Quando il presidente Recep Tayyip Erdogan ha annunciato due giorni fa la concessione delle basi turche alla 

coalizione internazionale contro lo Stato islamico ha parlato di «alcune condizioni». (...)La vittoria elettorale 

del partito della sinistra kurda turca Hdp (che ha ottenuto il 13% alle elezioni del 7 giugno scorso) ha segnato 

un terremoto politico senza precedenti. Per molti politici turchi le radici comuni tra Hdp e partito dei lavoratori 

kurdi (Pkk) sono impossibili da digerire. (...)  
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Il ritorno alle armi ha delle conseguenze politiche devastanti(...) sono stati chiusi o censurati giornali e siti 

internet della sinistra da Ozgur Gundem a Evrensel, i portali Yuksekovahaber e Cizrepostasi, le agenzie Diha 

e Anf. Twitter, dopo aver bloccato per alcune ore le immagini dell’attentato di Suruç dello scorso lunedì in cui 

hanno perso la vita 32 giovani socialisti che portavano aiuti a Kobane, ha bloccato anche gli account dei 

principali leader del Pkk. «Akp vuole militarizzare la Turchia mentre dà l’impressione di condurre la 

battaglia contro il terrorismo» Non solo, con il pretesto delle ragioni di sicurezza, è stata vietata la 

manifestazione di oggi in ricordo delle vittime di Suruç, indetta dalla piattaforma della pace, che include il 

partito kemalista Chp con cui Erdogan ha intavolato le trattative per formare un governo di coalizione. (...) 

Civili sono rimasti feriti a Batman, Cizre e Gever innescando le contestazioni della popolazione locale. Non è 

forse una coincidenza che questi attacchi siano stati decisi dalla Turchia proprio il 24 luglio, anniversario degli 

accordi di Losanna del 1923 che hanno diviso il Kurdistan tra Siria, Turchia, Iran e Iraq.  

Controversa è la reazione ai bombardamenti del presidente del Kurdistan iracheno Massud Barzani. Secondo 

il premier Ahmet Davutoglu, Barzani avrebbe espresso solidarietà alla Turchia definendo legittimi gli attacchi 

sia contro Isis sia contro il Pkk. Per i media kurdi in Iraq invece Barzani avrebbe condannato l’attacco. Di 

sicuro il leader liberale, se venisse fatto a pezzi il partito di Ocalan in Iraq, potrebbe avvantaggiarsi da un 

ridimensionamento del Pkk che conta di una buona base elettorale nel paese. Eppure sembra che la Turchia 

possa violare lo spazio aereo iracheno quando vuole e questo di sicuro non giova all’indipendenza di Erbil.(...)  

 

 Fanno più paura i curdi liberi o l’Isis?   

Globalist41  

(...) Ai più attenti lettori di questioni internazionali non sarà sfuggito il fatto che nei raid Erdogan ha messo 

nel mirino l’Isis, ma ha colpito Pkk, il Partito Kurdo dei lavoratori che in questa fase storica così opaca sta 

combattendo sul fronte contro i fantasmi neri del Califfato. Il pessimo primo ministro deve aver avuto il via 

libera americano in cambio di un aiuto contro Isis.   

Suruç si trova in Turchia, al confine con la Siria. Tutti i giovani, i volontari, tutti quelli che si sono spesi per 

portare solidarietà alla resistenza di Kobane sono passati da questo snodo. E si sono fermati al centro culturale 

Amara, il luogo della strage. Dove cittadini di tutto il mondo mettevano in pratica l’idea di solidarietà 

internazionale con la lotta kurda. La bomba dell’Isis ha causato la morte di trentadue giovani, di sinistra, che 

protestavano in una conferenza stampa proprio per le ambiguità della Turchia di Erdogan. (...) Diciamo che è 

apparso a diversi analisti che il confine turco-siriano, blindato per i kurdi, sembra meno ferreo verso le unità 

dell’Isis. (....)  

Caos curdo   

Corriere della Sera / di Stefano Torelli 42  

Ankara accusata di sfruttare l’Isis per colpire il Pkk. E Washington alimenta la confusione   

(...) il governo di Ankara veniva non solo accusato di essere immobile di fronte alla minaccia costituita dal 

jihadismo in salsa Califfato, ma addirittura c’era chi lo accusava di qualche forma di collusione con l’Isis, 

l’attentato del 20 luglio a Suruc (...) che ha provocato la morte di 32 giovani attivisti turchi, sembra aver fatto 

tornare il Paese sui propri passi. Da quel momento, la Turchia ha deciso di concedere agli Stati Uniti la base 

aerea di Incirlik, fino a quel momento negata, per poter condurre operazioni contro l’Isis in Siria. (...) Ankara 

continua a concentrare i propri sforzi bellici non solo contro l’Isis, ma anche contro postazioni del Pkk (...) nel 

Nord dell’Iraq, dando l’impressione che la campagna contro il Califfato sia in realtà un pretesto per colpire i 

curdi.(...).  Gli Usa, infatti, non hanno mai nascosto di sostenere i guerriglieri curdi dell’Ypg (Unità di 

Protezione Popolare), braccio armato del Pyd (Partito di Unione Democratica), il partito curdo siriano. Il 

problema è che il Pyd sia considerato una sorta di organizzazione ombrello dello stesso Pkk. Da qui le accuse 
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reciproche tra Washington a Ankara, che lasciano intendere come i rapporti tra i due Paesi siano tutt’altro che 

distesi. (...) allo stesso tempo, però, Obama ha dato il suo via libera alla Turchia per colpire il Pkk. (...) 

Questo è il prezzo da pagare per ottenere un aiuto logistico da parte della Turchia contro l’Isis, a quanto pare. 

E, in tutto ciò, lo stesso processo di pace interno tra Turchia e Pkk avviato nel 2013 con il cessate-ilfuoco 

unilaterale di quest’ultimo, è ormai nuovamente saltato.   

Il Pkk risponde al pugno di ferro di Ankara: uccisi tre soldati   

 Il Manifesto / di Chiara Cruciati43  

Bombe in Iraq, arresti di massa nel sud della Turchia: la guerra di Ankara al Pkk è senza quartiere. In un 

angolo resta lo Stato Islamico, “dimenticato” dai jet turchi.   

La risposta del Pkk c’è ed è significativa perché l’attacco di Ankara – che il segretario generale Onu, Ban Ki-

moon, ha definito di «legittima difesa» — è estremamente violento. Ieri tre soldati turchi (un ufficiale e due 

contractor) sono stati uccisi nella provincia sudorientale di Sirnak. Secondo l’esercito, il movimento kurdo 

avrebbe attaccato un convoglio di truppe delle basi di Gormec e Seslice. Immediatamente dopo, sono stati 

dispiegati commando e elicotteri in tutta l’area: un combattente sarebbe stato ucciso nella rappresaglia.  

Mercoledì sera a cadere erano stati un poliziotto e un civile in una sparatoria ad Amed, nel distretto di Çinar.   

Azioni che seguono alla dura repressione messa in campo dal presidente Erdogan, volta a piegare 

definitivamente il Pkk. Ma anche l’Hdp, sorpresa delle elezioni del 7 giugno che con il suo 13% di voti ha 

frantumato i sogni presidenziali del neo-sultano Erdogan: ieri il procuratore di Diyarbakir ha aperto 

un’inchiesta sul leader del partito, Demirtas, accusandolo di aver istigato e armato la gente durante le proteste 

dello scorso anno a favore di Kobane. Un’accusa per cui Demirtas rischia fino a 24 anni di prigione.  Sul 

campo mercoledì notte la polizia turca ha ucciso il 17enne Hasan Nere. Nelle stesse ore altre 26 persone 

venivano arrestate tra Amed, Siirt e Bursa, mentre proseguono feroci i raid nel nord dell’Iraq, un’operazione 

che ha provocato la reazione di Baghdad: il premier al-Abadi ha parlato di «violazione della sovranità del 

paese», nella totale indifferenza della comunità internazionale che per bocca di Onu e Nato ha dato la sua 

benedizione alla campagna anti-kurda di Ankara.    

L’obiettivo della Turchia è palese: le uniche bombe che piovono sull’Isis sono quelle degli Stati uniti. 
Ankara, in Siria, ha già archiviato il suo scopo: l’ok Usa ad una zona cuscinetto dove addestrare i ribelli anti-

Assad e trasferire le centinaia di migliaia di profughi riparati in Turchia. Ma soprattutto una “safe zone” che 

divida i cantoni di Rojava, fautori del modello di confederalismo democratico che terrorizza lo Statonazione 

turco.  Probabilmente Erdogan non sa di giocare con il fuoco: la destabilizzazione che provoca in Turchia, 

dove punta a elezioni anticipate, si allarga alla regione.   

«Safe-zone» turco-americana    

Il Manifesto / di Giuseppe Acconcia9     

 È il sesto giorno della campagna anti-Pkk e Isis avviata dalle autorità turche il 24 luglio. Il piano antiterrorismo 

senza precedenti è stato giustificato con l’aggressione jihadista nella città di confine tra Turchia e Siria di Suruç 

che lo scorso 20 luglio ha causato 32 giovani vittime tra i socialisti che tentavano di portare aiuti al capoluogo 

del Kurdistan siriano (Rojava) di Kobane.  

Erdogan ha chiesto che venga tolta l’immunità parlamentare (Hdp)  

(...) Recep Taiyyp Erdogan ha addirittura chiesto che venga tolta l’immunità parlamentare ai politici del Partito 

democratico del popolo (Hdp) entrati per la prima volta in parlamento con il 13% dei voti lo scorso 7 giugno. 

Erdogan ha aggiunto che devono «pagare il prezzo dei loro legami con gruppi terroristici». (...)  

I provvedimenti contro i jihadisti di Isis sembrano invece molto meno invasivi di quelli contro i partiti 

kurdi. Nonostante gli annunci, il governo turco continua a mostrarsi alquanto indulgente nei confronti 

di Daesh, che per mesi ha potuto operare sul territorio turco. (...) Per il momento la Nato non interverrà al 

fianco della Turchia. Lo ha confermato ieri il segretario della Nato in un vertice di emergenza tenutosi a 
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Bruxelles e voluto da Ankara. Jens Stoltenberg ha anche assicurato che l’Alleanza atlantica non è coinvolta 

nella «safe-zone» turca in territorio siriano, negoziata da Ankara con gli Stati uniti. (...)Ma con il pretesto 

dell’attacco a Isis, la guerra turca prosegue soprattutto contro il Pkk. Sono 1050 gli arresti in cinque giorni 

soprattutto di militanti di partiti comunisti e kurdi. 96 siti internet (per la maggioranza di sinistra) sono stati 

oscurati. (...)  

Attentati a Istanbul e nel Kurdistan  

di Giuseppe Acconcia- Il manifesto44 

(...)novembre si tornerà a votare in Turchia. (...)Dopo l’ingresso in parlamento della sinistra filo-kurda di Hdp, 

nessuna forza politica ha i numeri per formare un governo. Il premier Ahmet Dovu-toglu, dopo settimane di 

colloqui, ha rimesso così il mandato. Ora Akp guiderà un governo di minoranza in vista di elezioni anticipate. 

Erdogan non ha mai voluto davvero formare un esecutivo di coalizione, sicuro com’è di poter stravincere dopo 

la campagna anti-Pkk, avviata il 24 luglio scorso dalle autorità turche. «Non ho tempo da perdere con chi non 

vuole entrare nel palazzo Bestepe», ha detto con non poca arroganza Erdogan in riferimento al boicottaggio di 

Chp della sua enorme villa miliardaria, finanziata con fondi pubblici. Da parte sua, il partito kemalista ha 

definito «golpista» la mancata volontà di Erdogan di conce-dere un mandato per formare un governo di 

coalizione, con la speranza di eliminare Hdp nel nuovo parlamento. Le divisioni tra Akp e Chp sono davvero 

profonde in un’arena politica turca estrema-mente polarizzata: vanno dal sostegno di Erdogan alla Fratellanza 

egiziana fino all’appoggio alle opposizioni al regime di al-Assad in Siria ma includono anche tensioni in 

materia di politica eco-nomica ed educativa. 

Se la crisi politica non ha trovato una soluzione con le lunghe consultazioni tra partiti, le strade di tutto il paese 

sono ancora in fiamme. (...)Anche le borse risentono della crisi politica, la lira turca ha perso negli ultimi mesi 

il 18% del suo valore rispetto al dollaro. Eppure il ministro dell’Economia, Nihat Zeybekci ha assicurato che 

gli effetti della crisi politica sulla politica mone-taria «non sono causa di preoccupazione», auspicando il taglio 

dei tassi di interesse.(...) L’aviazione turca ha bombardato quartieri residenziali nella città di Silvan. Secondo 

Hdp, ci sono state esecuzioni sommarie di quattro cittadini kurdi nelle città di Varto e Mus. Ieri mattina quattro 

co-sindaci del partito di Demirtas, Sur Seyid Narin, Fatma Sik Barut, Yuksel Bodakci e Ali Cicek sono stati 

arrestati dalla polizia turca. Anche nel Kurdistan siriano (Rojava) la tensione è altissima. (...) alcune milizie 

jihadiste di rinforzo allo Stato islamico (Isis) sarebbero entrate in Siria con il sostegno delle autorità turche. 

Anche nel Kurdistan iracheno le cose non vanno meglio. Il mandato del presidente del governo regionale 

Massud Barzani è in scadenza e il Consiglio della Shura non ha raggiunto il numero legale per una proroga di 

due anni. Alcuni partiti del Kurdistan iracheno criticano le posizioni di Barzani che non ha condannato con 

fermezza gli attacchi turchi contro il Pkk a Qandil. 

Kurdistan, teniamo alta l’attenzione  

di Ivan Grozny, Ya Basta45 

Iskenderpasa è l’antico quartiere della città di Dyarbakir. (...) Una popolazione di duecentocinquantamila civili 

e novantamila tra soldati e poliziotti, collocati in un quartiere apposito dove vivono in appartamenti poco 

lontano dall’aeroporto. E soprattutto in questi giorni, non solo li si trova a ogni incrocio e fuori da ogni porta 

della città, ma tentano sortite anche a Iskenderpasa. Sassate contrapposte a colpi d’arma da fuoco. Il governo 

ha varato un piano per il rilancio del turismo in città e sostenendo la pericolosità del quartiere pretenderebbe 

di sgomberarlo. Ci vivono migliaia di famiglie. E’ chiaro che è un pretesto per forzare ed entrarci. 

C’è la guerra in Turchia, come a Silvan, dove ci sono stati anche dei morti in questi ultimi giorni. Scontri anche 

nella periferia di Batman. Il confine con la regione del Kurdistan del Nord iracheno è stato colpito più volte 

dall’aviazione turca, ora si è passati agli scontri in città. Noto il caso di Silopya dove persero la vita tra gli altri 

una donna in gravidanza e altri civili. A Barzani non da poi fastidio si colpiscano le postazioni del Pkk, ma è 

arrivato pure il momento spieghi chiaramente cosa pensa e come intende agire. La sua scelta, quella di ospitare 

più persone possibile, organizzando dei campi profughi dove la maggior parte di chi fugge mira ad arrivare 
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perché ben organizzati e strutturati, fino ad ora lo ha ripagato. Di fatto con una politica di tipo assistenzialistica 

sta cambiando dal punto di vista demografico un territorio farraginoso come l’Iraq(...).  

L’assistenzialismo paga nell’immediato in termini di consensi e voti, ma non costruisce una società paritaria 

che guarda con gli stessi occhi al futuro. E’ invece il modo per dividere da subito i poveri dai ricchi. Dall’Iraq 

di Barzani partono file di camion cisterna piene di greggio in direzione Turchia, il primo alleato economico, 

di conseguenza anche politico. Si vedono enormi cantieri per la costruzione di nuovi aeroporti o centri 

commerciali. Questo è l’Iraq del Nord, in estrema sintesi. Un luogo sicuro dove girano parecchi soldi. (...). Se 

osserviamo ciò che sta accadendo in Turchia, un Paese dove ci si passano pure le vacanze, non può non 

preoccupare e non creare interesse il fatto che a mesi dalla tornata elettorale non ci sia ancora un governo e 

che quello che c’è si sia preso la responsabilità di fare saltare la tregua con il Pkk e chiamare Barzani a giocare 

a carte scoperte. 

Siria e Turchia, attentati e repressioni. Autobomba nel Rojava e arresti a Istanbul 46 

(...)La repressione del governo di Erdogan non solo non si ferma ma anzi s’inasprisce sempre più. A Silvan 

nei giorni scorsi sono morte undici persone. A Lice, a Varto, a Yuksekova ci sono continui scontri che vanno 

avanti dal fine settimana e molte case sono state demolite. Si parla di diversi feriti ma potrebbero esserci altre 

vittime.(...)I villaggi attorno a Diyarbakir hanno subito un pesante bombardamento da parte dell’aviazione 

turca. La situazione non che peggiorare visto che sui social network i soldati turchi postano immagini di 

combattenti (...)uccise (...)Anche a Istanbul la voce della protesta contro questi attacchi nei villaggi curdi, che 

possono trascinare la Turchia in una guerra civile, sono stati repressi dalla polizia con la consueta fermezza. 

In tutto il Paese si è arrivati all’arresto non solo di simpatizzanti della causa, ma addirittura anche di esponenti 

dell’Hdp o del DBP, (...)In carcere sono finiti alcuni sindaci e amministratori locali. Operazioni dell’esercito 

turco, anche nei villaggi di Badina, Baska, Casan, Badan, Gulige. Si parla di luoghi dove l’Hdp ha raccolto 

l’ottanta per cento dei consensi alle ultime elezioni. 

 

 

 

SPANISH MEDIA 

Turquía bombardea al PKK en Irak y vuelve a atacar al Estado Islámico47 

El País / Andrés Mourenza Estambul 25.07.2015 

‘En una nueva acción que promete inflamar aún más el conflictivo Oriente Medio, Turquía bombardeó la 

madrugada del sábado las posiciones del grupo armado kurdo Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK) 

en las montañas del norte de Irak. De forma simultánea, los cazas turcos atacaron al Estado Islámico (EI) en 

Siria por segundo día consecutivo, después de que Ankara anunciase que se suma a la guerra contra el grupo 

yihadista.Los ataques han asestado un golpe quizás definitivo al proceso de paz entre el Estado turco y el PKK. 

El Ejecutivo turco defiende el paralelismo entre las operaciones militares contra el EI y el PKK, acompañadas 

también de macrorredadas policiales en el interior del país en las que han sido detenidas unas 600 personas, lo 

que ha enervado la paciencia del movimiento nacionalista kurdo. Por si fuera poco, junto a decenas de webs 

islamistas y cercanas al PKK se ha bloqueado el acceso a un gran número de respetados medios de 

comunicación izquierdistas y kurdos —incluido uno ligado al Gobierno del Kurdistán iraquí—, sin relación 

con los grupos armados.’ 
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Erdogan se equivoca si dinamita la tregua que mantenía con el PKK para enfrentarse al Estado 

Islámico48 

El País / EDITORIAL, 28.07.2015  

Inquietante giro turco  

‘Turquía ha iniciado una doble ofensiva militar, contra el Estado Islámico, en Siria, y contra posiciones de las 

milicias kurdas en el norte de Irak. En un giro impensable hace semanas, Ankara se ha sumado a la campaña 

contra el EI no solo con sus propios aviones, sino cediendo además sus bases, sobre todo la crucial de Incirlik, 

a los bombarderos estadounidenses. 

Los acontecimientos recientes pueden colocar a Turquía más cerca de Washington y de la alianza contra el EI, 

pero se equivoca Erdogan al elegir como estrategia dinamitar de hecho la tregua que Ankara mantenía desde 

hace dos años con el PKK, después de 40.000 muertos, que es lo conseguido con su ofensiva contra los 

campamentos de Irak. Además de poner al descubierto la duplicidad de intenciones, la nueva política 

antiterrorista de Turquía puede hacer peligroso su desenlace si acaba incendiando de nuevo los agravios 

históricos de los kurdos turcos.’ 

Erdogan se aferra al poder49 

Juan Carlos Sanz  El País / ECONOMÍA – ANÁLISIS 9.08.2015 

‘El AKP de Erdogan no ha logrado cerrar un pacto de coalición con ninguna de las dos principales fuerzas 

políticas, el Partido Republicano del Pueblo (CHP, socialdemócrata y laico) y el Partido del Movimiento 

Nacionalista (conservador y religioso). El auge de un tercer actor en liza, el Partido Democrático del Pueblo 

(HDP, nacionalista kurdo), favoreció la pérdida de la mayoría absoluta que ostentó el islamismo moderado 

durante más de 12 años. 

El atentado yihadista que se cobró 32 muertes el pasado 20 de julio en la localidad turca de Suruç, en la frontera 

con Siria, fue el desencadenante de la nueva estrategia de Erdogan: desacreditar al nacionalismo kurdo como 

fuerza progresista, ya que el HDP concentró el pasado 7 de junio el voto de castigo contra la política autoritaria 

del líder del AKP. 

Después de negociar un acuerdo de paz durante tres años con el Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán 

(PKK), Erdogan ha aprovechado la ofensiva global contra el Estado Islámico para golpear también las bases 

de PKK en el norte de Irak. La guerrilla separatista kurda ha respondido con ataques a puestos militares de 

Turquía. Antes de convocar elecciones anticipadas, el presidente turco tiene que asegurarse de que los votantes 

progresistas de las grandes ciudades vuelvan a identificar al HDP como el brazo político del PKK, un grupo 

armado que se alzó en armas contra el poder central de Ankara hace tres décadas en un conflicto que causó 

45.000 muertos.’ 

 

Los kurdos, verdadero objetivo de la ofensiva turca contra el IS50 

MANUEL MARTORELL Diario El mundo / ANÁLISIS 2.07.2015 

‘Ankara experimenta un cambio de actitud ante el Estado Islámico pero no en el caso kurdo. Aprovecha sus 

operaciones contra el IS para intensificar su política antikurda.’ 
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La guerra turca contra el terror se cobra la vida de nueve civiles51 

LLUÍS MIQUEL HURTADO Diario El mundo / INTERNACIONAL,  01.08.2015 

‘Cazas turcos bombardearon hoy una aldea del norte de Irak, donde acabaron con nueve civiles e hirieron a 

otros 15. Turquía no reconoció la masacre, cubierta ampliamente en la prensa kurda, pero prometió una 

investigación. El ejecutivo turco sigue arrasando las bases de la guerrilla kurda PKK en esa zona, mientras sus 

críticos se preguntan por qué tanto empeño contra el ‘terrorismo’ kurdo y no contra el del Estado Islámico 

(IS).’ 

Turquía lidera el ranking de censura en Twitter con un 70% del total52 

EL MUNDO / INTERNACIONAL 14.08.2015 

‘En la primera mitad de 2015 pidió en 412 ocasiones eliminar contenido de la red social. Turquía es uno de los 

países que más presión ejerce sobre la libertad de expresión. Desde finales de julio, activistas, medios de 

comunicación y periodistas han visto muy afectado su trabajo debido al incremento de la violencia entre el 

Gobierno turco y el Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK). Así, más de 100 páginas de noticias e 

información, incluyendo portales muy relevantes que informan de la cuestión kurda como por ejemplo Dicle 

News Agency (DIHA), Etkin News Agency (ETHA), o Özgür Gündem han sido bloqueados en Turquía 

por parte del Alto Consejo de Telecomunicaciones.’ 

Turquía vuelve a atacar al EI en Siria y al PKK en Irak53 

LA Razon / INTERNACIONAL / 25.07.2015 

‘Turquía está preparando un tercer ataque contra la milicia yihadista Estado Islámico (EI) en Siria y otro contra 

las posiciones del proscrito Partido de Trabajadores de Kurdistán (PKK), la guerrilla kurda, en el norte de Irak, 

ha anunciado hoy el primer ministro turco, Ahmet Davutoglu. ‘Hemos dado instrucciones para una tercera 

oleada de operaciones en Siria y una segunda oleada en Irak. Estas operaciones continuarán desde el aire y 

desde tierra. Nadie debe dudar de nuestra firmeza’, dijo Davutoglu en una rueda de prensa transmitida en 

directo por la cadena NTV.’ 

El PKK proclama la autonomía de la región de Dersim54 

La Haine 22.08.2015 

‘Turquía reprime a su población kurda mientras respalda al Emirato Islámico, ya que está bombardeando a los 

que luchan contra ese grupo yihadista en Siria y en Irak.’ 

 

LATIN AMERICAN MEDIA 

ARGENTINA 

Turquía cambia de actitud frente al Estado Islámico55 

Por Emilio Cárdenas/ La Nación 28.7.2015  

‘Cuando la inhumana violencia del Estado Islámico la semana pasada cruzó la frontera y apuntó, en la propia 
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Turquía contra sus tropas y ciudadanos, Turquía reaccionó saliendo de la pasividad. Decidió usar su aviación 

militar para bombardear las bases del Estado Islámico que están más cerca de su frontera, en torno a la ciudad 

de Kilis. Simultáneamente, en otra decisión que también es bien grave, Turquía bombardeó con sus aviones 

militares a varias bases de las eficientes fuerzas kurdas del llamado PKK. Aquellas emplazadas en las montañas 

de Qandil, en Irak del norte. Con esto, Turquía destrozó, de un solo plumazo, el trabajoso cese el fuego que se 

había negociado entre ambas partes en el 2013. Y, naturalmente, abrió un nuevo frente de violencia que, con 

tres décadas de confrontaciones en sus espaldas, puede encender nuevamente los conflictos armados de la 

administración de Erdogan con la numerosa población kurda que vive dentro de la propia Turquía. 

Turquía bombardeó varias bases de las eficientes fuerzas kurdas del llamado PKK, aquellas emplazadas en las 

montañas de Qandil, en Irak del Norte; con esto, destrozó de un solo plumazo el cese el fuego que se había 

negociado entre ambas partes en 2013 

Recordemos que, por primera vez en la historia, los kurdos que viven en Turquía más unificados que nunca 

tienen ahora nada menos que 80 bancas en el parlamento turco; hecho que fue uno de los grandes responsables 

de la pérdida de la mayoría legislativa por parte del partido oficialista.’ 

Tras atacar a EI, Turquía bombardea sitios kurdos56 

La 26.07.2015 

‘Tras meses de dudas, y luego de un atentado en Suruc que dejó 32 muertos el lunes, Turquía cambió de 

estrategia y no sólo bombardeó bases del grupo jihadista Estado Islámico (EI) en Siria e Irak, si no también 

sitios de la organización armada kurda PKK, histórica rival de Ankara.’ 

Siria, kurdos, Isis: cuando las potencias echan lastre57 

Clarin / Mundo 01.08.15 

‘Conviene dedicar atención a las nuevas alianzas y movimientos que surgen desde el pacto con Irán y por la 

dimensión real que parece haber tenido ese convenio. Muchos de los instrumentos que fueron útiles antes dejan 

de serlo en este presente, el ISIS, los kurdos sirios y muy posiblemente el régimen de Damasco. Como un 

‘Yalta de estos tiempos’, recordando la conferencia que dividió el mundo de la segunda posguerra. 

No hace mucho la amplia frontera entre Turquía y Siria estaba en manos de una manada de siglas de 

movimientos rebeldes, fundamentalistas, kurdos e incluso ligados a las hilachas de Al Qaeda y esencialmente 

el propio ISIS, todos enfrentados entre sí y todos contra el régimen proiraní de Bashar Al Assad. En ese 

desorden acabó prevaleciendo la acaudalada organización yihadista que llegó a controlar cerca de mil 

kilómetros del límite binacional, desde el cual y en todas direcciones se podía visualizar su bandera negra. Eso 

sucedía en medio de una sugestiva serenidad en el espacio turco. Especialistas como Jonathan Schanzer, en 

Business Insider tradujeron esa calma tan diferente al infierno del otro lado, como ‘el mayor indicador de un 

vínculo de la inteligencia del AKP (el partido gubernamental turco) con el ISIS’. ¿Qué cambió? Los ataques 

norteamericanos al frente de la coalición creada formalmente para fulminar a esa organización medieval, 

fueron los que modificaron la ecuación. Los integristas acabaron dispersándose u obligados a transformar su 

logística, particularmente tras la simbólica derrota en Kobane del año pasado. En su lugar se fortaleció la 

milicia kurda del YPG, triunfante en esa ciudad fronteriza, y brazo armado de un partido de esa etnia en Siria 

y vinculado al célebre PKK que Turquía ha combatido por décadas hasta una tregua en 2012. 

‘Nunca permitiremos el establecimiento de un nuevo Estado en nuestra frontera con Siria’, advirtió el 

presidente Recep Tayyip Erdogan, en la primera de una catarata de declaraciones justificatorias que agravó el 

canciller Mevlut Cavusoglu al sostener que ‘no se puede decir que los kurdos son mejores porque combaten al 

ISIS’. Desde una lectura directa, ese giro debería complicarle a Ankara su relación con Washington que destaca 

a la milicia kurda como la fuerza más efectiva contra el integrismo en el norte sirio. Pero es improbable que 
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esto haya sucedido sin el consentimiento de la Casa Blanca.’ 

 

Con la excusa del ISIS Turquía bombardea a los militantes kurdos del PKK58 

Resumen Latinoamericano, 25.07.2015 

‘Resumen Latinomericano, 25 de julio 2015.La Fuerza Aérea turca bombardeó por segundo día consecutivo 

posiciones del Estado Islámico (EI) en Siria y amplió sus ataques contra bases del Partido de los Trabajadores 

del Kurdistán (PKK) en el vecino Irak, informaron medios locales. La operación aérea fue confirmada por el 

primer ministro de Turquía, Ahmet Davutoglu, que también informó que han sido atacados siete objetivos del 

grupo armado Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán en Irak. ‘Los ataques se llevaron a cabo contra los 

objetivos del grupo Daesh (EI) en Siria y el grupo terrorista PKK en el norte de Irak’, indicó el primer ministro 

en un comunicado, tras señalar que los refugios y almacenes que contienen armas del PKK fueron golpeados 

en la operación en el norte de Irak.’ 

 

La política otomana de Turquía es la generalización del genocidio armenio contra los pueblos del Oriente 

Medio59 

Resumen Latinoamericano, 01.08.2015 

‘Salvar al ISIS. 2. Evitar el triunfo de la Revolución de Rojavá. 3. Perpetuarse en el poder: estos son los tres 

objetivos principales del Gobierno Turco al atacar al PKK y desatar un ‘genocidio Político con el disfraz de la 

lucha contra el ISIS. Todo apunta a garantizar que Jarablus no caiga en manos de las milicias populares de las 

YPG/YPJ.’ 

Clinton, Juppé, Erdoğan, Daesh y el PKK60 

Thierry Meyssan/Resumen Latinoamericano/Red Voltaire, 03.08.2015 

‘La reanudación de la represión contra los kurdos en Turquía es consecuencia de la imposibilidad, ya 

demostrada, de concretar el plan JuppéWright, planteado en 2011. Aunque resultó fácil desplegar el Emirato 

Islámico (Daesh) en el desierto y en las provincias iraquíes de Ninive y alAnbar, mayoritariamente sunnitas, 

ha resultado imposible controlar los poblados kurdos de Siria. Para realizar su sueño de crear un Kurdistán 

fuera de Turquía, el presidente turco Erdogan no tendrá más opción que la guerra civil.’ 

 

BOLIVIA 

Gobierno inicia ofensiva. Turquía lanza ‘guerra total’ contra PKK y Estado Islámico61 

EL DIARIO, 26.7.2015 

‘La aviación turca ha bombardeado durante la noche del viernes bases de la guerrilla kurda del PKK en el norte 

de Irak, al tiempo que ha continuado con los ataques iniciados contra los yihadistas del Estado Islámico en 

Siria. La operación en Irak ha sido confirmada por la propia organización kurda: ‘Aproximadamente a las once 

de la noche, aviones de guerra turcos han comenzado a bombardear nuestras posiciones cerca de la frontera, 
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60 http://www.resumenlatinoamericano.org/2015/08/03/clintonjuppeerdogandaeshyelpkk/ 
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acompañados de intenso fuego de artillería’, ha dicho Bakhtiar Dogan, portavoz del PKK, a la agencia AFP.’ 

 

COLOMBIA 

Entre lo útil y lo temerario62 

El Espectador / Eduardo Barajas Sandoval 27.6.2015 

‘Cuando, de paso, se bombardea a un segundo enemigo, hay que estar preparado para afrontar dos conflictos 

distintos, y a veces más. Con la intervención turca en contra del ‘Estado Islámico’ y el ataque adicional a los 

kurdos, cambia el cuadro del proceso del Medio Oriente y se plantean incógnitas preocupantes.Al atacar dentro 

de una misma campaña al ISIS y al sector militar externo del PKK, partido político de los kurdos del interior, 

el gobierno turco pone a las dos organizaciones en el mismo nivel de grupos terroristas que merecen una 

respuesta dura de su parte y la condena de todo el mundo. Con ello no solamente promueve el desprestigio de 

los kurdos que acuden a la violencia. También agita la política interna, marcada recientemente por el avance 

electoral de la organización política kurda, que en recientes elecciones ha adquirido una representación 

parlamentaria que se constituye en obstáculo para el éxito de las reformas institucionales, muy significativas, 

que pretende imponer el presidente Erdoğan para cambiar nada menos que aspectos sustanciales del modelo 

de Mustafá Kemal, Ataturk. Degradado el PKK y asimilado al estado terrorista islámico que amenaza a todo 

el mundo en el Medio Oriente, pareciera que el gobierno turco deseara proponer bajo ese estado de cosas una 

nueva jornada electoral que sería oportunidad para conseguir un Parlamento sin la fuerza del sector político de 

los kurdos del interior. 

Política contra el Partido de Trabajadores de Kurdistán trastoca el juego político en Turquía63 

El Mundo 28.6.2015 

‘Con más de 1.050 personas detenidas desde el viernes, la mayoría del ámbito de la izquierda kurda, esta 

amenaza hace presagiar mayor presión policial a gran escala.’ 

Turquía atacará a partido kurdo 'hasta que no quede un terrorista'64 

Nacion, 11.8.2015 

‘El presidente turco, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, afirmó este martes en un discurso televisado que Turquía seguirá 

adelante su campaña contra los militantes del partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK), ‘hasta que no 

quede un terrorista’. 

‘Continuaremos nuestra lucha hasta que abandonen las armas (...) y no quede un solo terrorista dentro de 

nuestras fronteras’, dijo Erdogan durante un discurso difundido desde Ankara.’ 

 

CUBA 

Continúa Turquía acciones contra EI y PKK65 

Juventud Rebelde, 29.7.2015 

‘Bajo el pretexto de preservar la seguridad nacional, el gobierno turco inició la semana pasada operaciones 
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63http://www.elespectador.com/noticias/elmundo/politica-contra-el-partido-de-trabajadores-de-kurdistan-articulo-575684 

 
64http://www.nacion.com/mundo/mediooriente/Turquiaatacarakurdosquedeterrorista_0_1505249543.html 

 
65 http://www.juventudrebele.cu/internacionales/20150729/continuaturquiaaccionescontraeiypkk/ 
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militares contra posiciones del EI en Siria y del PKK en el norte de Iraq.’ 

Turquía, el Estado Islámico y el Partido de los Trabajadores de Kurdistán, dos conflictos ¿diferentes?66 

CubaDebate28.07.2015 

‘Tras permanecer meses al margen de la coalición internacional contra el Estado Islámico (EI) finalmente 

Turquía cambió su posición, pero resulta que además de bombardear a ese grupo terrorista, también ataca al 

Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK). 

El país liderado por el presidente Recep Tayyip Erdogan pone en un mismo plano al EI y al PKK al declararlos 

una amenaza, aunque se trata de dos fenómenos bien diferentes.’ 

 

CHILE 

Turquía vuelve a bombardear posiciones kurdas antes de reunión contra el terrorismo67 

La Tercera, 29.07.2015 

‘El gobierno señaló que se destruyeron refugios, depósitos, bases logísticas y cuevas utilizadas por el 

PKK.El Parlamento turco se reúne este miércoles de urgencia para abordar la ‘guerra contra el terrorismo’ 

lanzada por el gobierno contra el EI y los rebeldes kurdos, después de que Ankara volviera a bombardear 

posiciones del PKK en Irak y Turquía.  

Los 550 diputados turcos tienen previsto reunirse a las 12H00 GMT en una sesión plenaria que se anuncia 

tensa y a la que el gobierno islamoconservador de Ahmet Davutoglu llega respaldado por el ‘firme apoyo’ 

recibido el martes de la OTAN. Los socios de la Alianza Atlántica consideraron, no obstante, que el proceso 

de paz con la rebelión kurda no debe sacrificarse en aras de la lucha contra el terrorismo.’  

 

ECUADOR 

Merkel espera que se retome proceso de paz con los kurdos en Turquía 68 

El Comercio, 29.07.2015 

‘El gobierno alemán apeló este miércoles 29 de julio a Turquía a retomar el proceso de paz con los kurdos 

recientemente cancelado por el presidente turco, Recep Tayyip Erdogan.’ 

 

GUATEMALA 

Turquía vuelve a atacar al PKK y permite a EEUU utilizar base aérea contra el EI69 

Prensa Libre, 29.07.2015 

‘Aviones turcos atacaron este miércoles posiciones del PKK kurdo, y el gobierno autorizó a Estados Unidos a 
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67 http://www.latercera.com/noticia/mundo/2015/07/6786406619turquiavuelveabombardearposicioneskurdasantesdereunioncontrael.shtml 
 
68 http://www.elcomercio.com/actualidad/merkelturquiaprocesopazkurdos.html 
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utilizar una base para sus ataques aéreos contra el Estado Islámico.’ 

 

Obama y los kurdos: Ataques turcos amenazan plan contra Estado Islámico70 

Diario La Hora, 29.07.2015 

‘La intensa campaña aérea de Turquía contra el grupo extremista Estado Islámico y fuerzas kurdas supone un 

dilema para el presidente de Estados Unidos, Barack Obama, que lidera la lucha contra uno de los objetivos 

turcos mientras se apoya en el otro. 

Pero en un giro inesperado, Ankara comenzó a bombardear de repente a rebeldes curdos en Irak. Los curdos 

iraquíes están entre las pocas fuerzas que han demostraron ser capaces de recuperar territorios conquistados 

por la milicia radical suní conocida como Estado Islámico, o Daesh en árabe. ‘A sabiendas o no, Estados 

Unidos va a tener que terminar eligiendo entre los turcos y los curdos’, dijo Blaise Misztal, director nacional 

de seguridad del Bipartisan Policy Center, con sede en Washington.’ 

 

MEXICO 

La guerra sucia de Turquía contra el terrorismo71 

Fabrizio Lorusso / La Jornada, 01.08.2015 

‘Desde el 25 de julio Turquía ha estado lanzando ataques aéreos en territorio iraquí, pero el gobierno del 

presidente Recep Erdogan ya no está combatiendo solamente al llamado Estado Islámico (EI), sino que, de 

paso, ordena bombardear los campos de los rebeldes independentistas kurdos en el norte de Irak.Es la primera 

vez que eso ocurre en cuatro años y desde cuando, hace dos años, se estableció un cese el fuego entre el Estado 

turco y el Partido de los Trabajadores de Kurdistán (PKK). Ahora la tregua con el PKK ha sido interrumpida, 

debilitando un proceso de paz comenzado en 2012 dentro de un conflicto que ha dejado más de 40 mil muertos 

en más de 30 años. 

Los guerrilleros definieron los bombardeos como el error militar y político más grave cometido por el 

presidente turco y su Partido de la Justicia y el Desarrollo (AKP). La iniciativa militar fue condenada también 

por las autoridades del Kurdistán iraquí. Erdogan está utilizando el pretexto del combate al EI y el atentado de 

Suruc para atacar tanto al Estado Islámico, con el beneplácito de Estados Unidos, cuanto a las bases de los 

militantes kurdos. 

En la región de Rojava o Kurdistán sirio, cuyo centro es la ciudad de Kobane, los kurdos han constituido una 

república democrática, una experiencia política innovadora y libertaria. Han avanzado sobre el EI de manera 

eficaz. Los éxitos de los kurdos YPJ/YPG (Unidades de Defensa del Pueblo/de las Mujeres) contra el califato 

son evidentes, pero una región autónoma kurda en Siria es una gran preocupación para Erdogan. Por tanto, el 

gobierno de Turquía, se presenta como una fuerza anti EI, pero permitió el tránsito de milicianos del califato 

en su territorio y ataca a los que luchan contra los yihadistas. 

 Los kurdos piden a la comunidad internacional una condena a las acciones del gobierno turco, la cual, sin 

embargo, tarda en llegar. En cambio, Erdogan propone la construcción de un muro en la frontera turcosiria 

que aislaría aún más la Rojava, baluarte de resistencia kurda contra el EI.’ 
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Bombardea Turquía a insurgentes kurdos72 

La Reforma, 26.7.2015 

‘Turquía continúa una campaña que podría poner fin a su proceso de paz con el Partido de los Trabajadores 

del Kurdistán (PKK).‘ 

 

NICARAGUA 

Turquía bombardea a yihadistas y a kurdos73 

Elnuevodiario 26.7.2015 

‘Turquía intensificó ayer su ofensiva contra el grupo yihadista Estado Islámico (EI) en Siria y 

bombardeó posiciones de los rebeldes del Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK) en Irak, que 

replicó dando por acabada la tregua con Ankara.’ 

 

PARAGUAY 

EI, el gran beneficiado de la guerra de Turquía contra el PKK74 

ABC, 31.07.2015 

‘Pero lejos de centrarse en objetivos yihadistas, el presidente turco, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, ha focalizado los 

ataques en las bases en el norte de Irak del Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK), cuyos militantes 

en Siria, aliados de EE.UU., están resultando fundamentales para detener el avance del ‘califato’ del EI. 

‘Cualquiera que sea el impacto en Siria de la implicación de Turquía en la lucha contra el EI, su nueva política 

ha reiniciado la guerra civil turcokurda’, advirtió el periodista y escritor irlandés Patrick Cockburn en el diario 

británico The Independent. 

La afirmación de EE.UU. de que el uso de las bases turcas para los bombardeos de la coalición internacional 

será ‘un punto de inflexión’ en la guerra contra el EI es ‘una ilusión’, dijo Cockburn, para quien ‘el problema 

es que EE.UU. depende totalmente del éxito de su campaña aérea. No se atreve a enviar tropas. Sí bombas’. 

Pero no todos opinan así. Neil Quilliam, investigador de Oriente Medio del Real Instituto de Asuntos Exteriores 

de Londres, y Jonathan Friedman, analista del Centro de Estudios de Turquí, opinan lo contrario. ‘La 

coordinación entre los aviones de combate de EE.UU. y las fuerzas de tierra vinculadas al PKK ha demostrado 

ser eficaz en hacer retroceder al EI y recuperar ciudades, pueblos y territorios clave’, indicaron.’ 

La aviación turca mata a seis civiles en ataques en el Kurdistán iraquí75 

La Última Hora, 01.08.2015 

 ‘Al menos seis civiles murieron y otros doce resultaron heridos esta madrugada en ataques lanzados por 

aviones de combate turcos en la provincia kurda iraquí de Erbil.’ 
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Turquía ataca a rebeldes kurdos en Irak y pone fin a la tregua76 

El Mercurio, 26.07.2015 

‘Turquía intensificó ayer su ofensiva contra el grupo yihadista Estado Islámico en Siria y bombardeó además 

posiciones de los rebeldes del Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK) en Irak, que replicó dando por 

acabada la tregua con Ankara y un proceso de paz iniciado en 2012 a fin de terminar un conflicto que ha 

causado 40 mil muertos desde 1984’ 

Ankara: Turquía ordena investigación criminal contra líder kurdo 77 

El Mercurio, 31.07.2015 

‘El gobierno de Ankara intensificó ayer su ofensiva antikurda con la apertura de una indagación criminal contra 

su líder político y nuevos bombardeos contra los separatistas. 

La fiscalía abrió una investigación contra el líder del Partido Democrático del Pueblo (HDP), Selahattin 

Demirtas, a quien acusa de ‘perturbación del orden público’ e ‘incitación a la violencia’, hechos ocurridos en 

2014. El líder se expone hasta a 24 años de cárcel.’ 

  

PERU 

Guerra total: Turquía bombardea al Estado Islámico y al PKK78 

El Comercio, 25.07.2015 

‘El bombardeo de posiciones del PKK en la noche del viernes fue el primero en unos tres años y pone en serias 

dudas la vigencia de un alto el fuego que el grupo declaró en 2013 y que por lo general se ha mantenido. El 

PKK reclama una mayor autonomía para la minoría kurda en Turquía.’ 

Estado Islámico, el gran beneficiado de que Turquía reanude guerra contra guerrilla kurda | ANÁLISIS79 

La Prensa, 30.07.2015 

‘Pero lejos de centrarse en objetivos yihadistas, el presidente turco, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, ha focalizado 

los ataques en las bases en el norte de Irak del Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK), cuyos 

militantes en Siria, aliados de EEUU, están resultando fundamentales para detener el avance del ‘califato’ 

del EI.’ 

 

URUGUAY 

Turquía acrecienta ofensiva militar contra los independentistas kurdos80 

El Observador, 27.07.2015 

‘Turquía prosiguió ayer domingo su ofensiva militar contra el Partido de los Trabajadores del Kurdistán (PKK) 

en Irak, que respondió al reivindicar un ataque suicida en el que murieron dos soldados, lo que en los hechos 
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sella el fin de la tregua en vigor desde 2013. ‘Bajo pretexto de una ofensiva contra el grupo Estado Islámico, 

el gobierno ha declarado la guerra a todas las organizaciones terroristas’, dijo el profesor David Romano, de 

la Universidad del Estado de Misuri (Estados Unidos) a la AFP. ‘Creo que quiere atacar más al PKK que al 

EI’.’ 

 

El temor al Confederalismo Democrático kurdo81 

Hebert Abimorad 18.08.2015 

‘Poeta, traductor, maestro y periodista cultural uruguayo que reside en Suecia desde el año 1975. 

La coyuntura del pueblo kurdo se encuentra actualmente en un momento crucial. Las convulsiones en Siria ha 

favorecido la conquista de parte de su territorio. Mientras que en Irán la situación es otra, todavía son 

reprimidos y colgados de grúas por el régimen actual. Por otra parte en Turquía, el líder máximo, Abdullah 

Öcalan, preso desde 1999, ha llamado al abandono de  la lucha armada en territorio turco. Mientras se 

desarrollaban conversaciones, en el año 2013, entre el gobierno de Erdogan y el PKK (Partido Comunista 

Kurdo), son asesinadas tres activistas separatistas kurdas en París. 

Los recientes ataques de Turquía 24 de julio  contra posiciones del PKK en las montañas de Irak como 

venganza a el asesinato de dos policías turcos rompe de manera difiniva el proceso de paz. 

El partido que gobierna, el AKP, ha perdido su mayoría parlamentaria el mes pasado  y  trata de dar una cara 

de lucha contra EI atacando sus cédulas. Por otra parte Washington presiona a su aliado en una reciente visita 

de funcionarios estadounidenses.  Si Turquía no actúa corre el peligro que suceda lo de Pakistán donde  los 

grupos yihadistas son un mal endémico en el país. 

Los kurdos sirios y los iraquíes han comenzado a trabajar en conjunto para frenar el avance del Estado Islámico 

e imponer su sistema de participación popular, cosa que el resto de países árabes de la región no ve con agrado 

por temor a un contagio democrático.’ 

 

VENEZUELA 

El Ejército turco ataca también las posiciones kurdas ubicadas en Siria82 

El Universal, 27.07.2015 

‘El secretario general de la OTAN, Jens Stoltenberg, advirtió al primer ministro turco, Ahmet Davutoglu, de 

que los ataques aéreos contra el PKK pueden poner en peligro el proceso de paz con los kurdos.’ 

 

 

For more information contact: 
KNK - KURDISTAN NATIONAL CONGRESS 

ADRESS : Rue Jean Stas 41, 1060 Bruxelles  

Tel : 00 32 - 2 647 30 84  

E-mail : kongrakurdistan@gmail.com 

 

                                                           
81 http://www.lr21.com.uy/mundo/1249405eltemoralconfederalismodemocraticokurdo 

 
82 http://www.eluniversal.com/internacional/150727/elejercitoturcoatacatambienlasposicioneskurdasubicadasensiri  
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