
IN
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R
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C
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IO
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 C

E
N
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U
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A

U
G

U
ST
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IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

A
C

T
IO

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R

U
.S

. 
u

ses 
arm

or-p
iercin

g
sh

ells 
coated

 
w

ith
 

D
U

 
to

d
estroy tan

ks. 
T

h
e A

u
g. 4

 Seattle P
ost

In
telligen

cer rep
orted

 ele-
vated

 rad
iation

 levels at six
sites 

from
 

B
asra 

to
B

agh
d

ad
. 

O
n

e 
d

estroyed
tan

k 
n

ear 
B

agh
d

ad
 

h
ad

1,50
0

 
tim

es 
th

e 
n

orm
al

backgrou
n

d
 rad

iation
. “T

h
e

P
en

tagon
 

an
d

 
th

e 
U

n
ited

N
ation

s estim
ate th

at th
e

U
.S. an

d
 B

ritain
 u

sed
 1,10

0
to 

2
,2

0
0

 
ton

s 
of 

arm
or-

p
iercin

g 
sh

ells 
m

ad
e 

of
d

ep
leted

 u
ran

iu
m

 d
u

rin
g attacks on

 Iraq
in

 M
arch

 an
d

 A
p

ril—
far m

ore th
an

 th
e

375 ton
s u

sed
 in

 th
e 19

9
1 G

u
lf W

ar,”
w

rote th
e P

ost In
telligen

cer. 
T

h
e F

red
 H

u
tch

in
son

 C
an

cer R
esearch

C
en

ter in
 Seattle an

alyzed sw
abs from

 bul-
let h

oles in
 Iraqi tan

ks an
d con

firm
ed ele-

vated radiation
 levels. 

R
a

d
io

a
ctiv

e
 a

n
d

 to
x

ic

T
h

e extrem
ely d

en
se D

U
 sh

ells easily
pen

etrate steel arm
or an

d burn
 on

 im
pact.

T
h

e fire releases m
icroscopic, rad

ioactive
an

d
 toxic d

u
st particles of u

ran
iu

m
 oxid

e
th

at travel w
ith

 th
e w

in
d

 an
d

 can
 b

e in
-

h
aled

 or in
gested

. T
h

ey also sp
read

 con
-

tam
in

ation
 b

y seep
in

g in
to th

e lan
d

 an
d

w
ater. 
In

 th
e h

um
an

 body, D
U

 m
ay cause h

arm
to th

e in
tern

al organ
s d

u
e b

oth
 to its

ch
em

ical toxicity as a h
eavy m

etal an
d its

release of radiation
. 

A
n

 oth
erw

ise u
seless by-p

rod
u

ct of th
e

u
ran

iu
m

-en
rich

m
en

t p
rocess, D

U
 is at-

tractive to m
ilitary con

tractors becau
se it

is so ch
eap

, often
 offered

 for free b
y th

e
govern

m
en

t. 
A

ccord
in

g to th
e U

ran
iu

m
 M

ed
ical R

e-
search

 C
en

ter, th
e toxic an

d
 rad

iological
effects of u

ran
iu

m
 con

tam
in

ation
 m

ay
w

eaken
 th

e im
m

u
n

e system
. T

h
ey m

ay
cau

se acu
te resp

iratory con
d

ition
s like

pn
eum

on
ia, flu- like sym

ptom
s an

d severe
cough

s, ren
al or gastroin

testin
al illn

esses. 
D

r. A
saf D

u
rakovic of U

M
R

C
 exp

lain
s

th
at th

e in
itial sym

p
tom

s w
ill b

e m
ostly

n
eu

rological, sh
ow

in
g u

p
 as h

ead
ach

es,
w

eakn
ess, d

izzin
ess an

d
 m

u
scle fatigu

e.
T

h
e lon

g-term
 effects are can

cers an
d

oth
er rad

iation
- related

 illn
esses, su

ch
 as

ch
ron

ic fatigue syn
drom

e, join
t an

d m
us-

cle 
p

ain
, 

rash
es, 

n
eu

rological 
an

d
/or

n
erve d

am
age, m

ood
 d

istu
rban

ces, in
fec-

tion
s, lu

n
g an

d
 kid

n
ey d

am
age, vision

p
roblem

s, au
to-im

m
u

n
e d

eficien
cies an

d
severe skin

 con
d

ition
s. It also cau

ses in
-

creases in
 m

iscarriages, m
atern

al m
ortali-

ty an
d gen

etic birth
 defects. 

F
or years th

e govern
m

en
t d

escrib
ed

G
u

lf W
ar S

yn
d

rom
e as a p

ost-trau
m

atic
stress d

isord
er. It w

as lab
eled

 a p
sych

o-
logical p

rob
lem

 or sim
p

ly d
ism

issed
 as

m
ysteriou

s u
n

related
 ailm

en
ts. In

 th
is

sam
e w

ay th
e P

en
tagon

 an
d

 th
e V

eteran
s

A
d

m
in

istration
 treated

 th
e h

ealth
 p

rob
-

lem
s of V

ietn
am

 vets sufferin
g from

 A
gen

t
O

ran
ge poison

in
g. 

T
h

e
 co

v
e

ru
p

T
h

e U
.S

. govern
m

en
t d

en
ies th

at D
U

w
eap

on
s can

 cau
se sickn

ess. B
u

t b
efore

th
e first G

u
lf W

ar, w
h

ere D
U

 w
eap

on
s

w
ere used exten

sively, th
e P

en
tagon

’s ow
n

in
tern

al reports w
arn

ed th
at th

e radiation
an

d
 h

eavy m
etal of D

U
 w

eap
on

s cou
ld

cau
se kid

n
ey, lu

n
g an

d
 liver d

am
age an

d
in

creased rates of can
cer. 

Ign
orin

g th
ese d

an
gers, th

e P
en

tagon
w

en
t on

 to use th
ese w

eapon
s, w

h
ich

 gave
it a big advan

tage in
 tan

k battles. B
ut it de-

n
ied

 p
u

b
licly th

at D
U

 u
se w

as related
 to

th
e en

orm
ou

sly h
igh

 rate of sickn
esses

am
on

g G
Is follow

in
g th

e w
ar. 

T
oday th

e P
en

tagon
 plays an

 even
 m

ore
duplicitous role. It con

tin
ues to assert th

at
th

ere are n
o “kn

ow
n

” h
ealth

 problem
s as-

sociated w
ith

 D
U

. B
ut A

rm
y train

in
g m

an
-

uals require an
yon

e w
h

o com
es w

ith
in

 75
feet of an

y D
U

- con
tam

in
ated

 equ
ipm

en
t

or terrain
 to w

ear resp
iratory an

d
 skin

protection
. 

T
h

e m
an

u
als say th

at “con
tam

in
ation

w
ill m

ake food an
d w

ater un
-

safe for con
su

m
p

tion
.” A

c-
cord

in
g to th

e A
rm

y E
n

vi-
ron

m
en

tal P
olicy In

stitu
te,

h
oldin

g a spen
t D

U
 roun

d ex-
p

oses a p
erson

 to abou
t 20

0
rem

s p
er h

ou
r, or tw

ice th
e

an
n

u
al rad

iation
 exp

osu
re

lim
it. 

T
h

is M
arch

 an
d

 A
p

ril U
.S

.
an

d
 B

ritish
 forces fired

 h
u

n
-

d
red

s of th
ou

san
d

s of D
U

roun
ds in

 den
se urban

 areas.
S

u
p

erfin
e 

u
ran

iu
m

 
oxid

e
particles w

ere blow
n

 about in
d

u
st storm

s. Y
et th

e P
en

ta-
gon

 refu
ses to track, rep

ort or m
ark off

w
h

ere D
U

 w
as fired

. T
h

ere is n
o w

ay
Iraqis or th

e occu
p

yin
g sold

iers can
 keep

75 feet aw
ay or u

se resp
iratory an

d
 skin

protection
 in

 120
-degree h

eat. 
T

h
e A

m
erican

 G
u

lf W
ar V

eteran
s A

sso-
ciation

 (A
G

W
V

A
) rep

orts th
at su

fferin
g

veteran
s are receivin

g little, if an
y, m

ed
-

ical treatm
en

t for th
eir illn

esses. “W
h

en
-

ever veteran
s b

ecom
e ill, th

e term
 ‘m

ys-
tery illn

ess’ seem
s to be th

e first an
d often

th
e on

ly diagn
osis th

at is ever m
ade. V

et-
eran

s are th
en

 left to fen
d for th

em
selves,

sick an
d un

able to w
ork, w

ith
 little h

ope of
a n

orm
al life again

.” 
D

oug R
okke of A

G
W

V
A

, form
er h

ead of
th

e U
.S. A

rm
y D

U
 P

roject, w
h

o is serious-
ly ill w

ith
 resp

iratory p
roblem

s, h
as been

cam
paign

in
g again

st th
e use of D

U
. R

okke
rep

orts th
at U

.S. troop
s p

resen
tly in

 Iraq
are already fallin

g sick w
ith

 a series of G
ulf

W
ar Syn

drom
e sym

ptom
s. 

T
h

e A
G

W
V

A
 says th

e D
epartm

en
t of D

e-
fen

se h
as in

form
ation

 regard
in

g “m
ys-

tery” d
eath

s of sold
iers in

 th
is latest w

ar
an

d th
e em

ergen
ce of a m

ysterious pn
eu-

m
on

ia th
at h

as sicken
ed at least 10

0
 m

en
an

d w
om

en
. 

Ira
q

’s e
x

p
o

su
re

 o
f D

U

Iraq
’s N

ation
al M

in
istry of H

ealth
 or-

gan
ized

 tw
o in

tern
ation

al con
feren

ces to
p

resen
t d

ata on
 th

e relation
sh

ip
 betw

een
th

e h
igh

 in
ciden

ce of can
cer an

d th
e use of

D
U

 w
eap

on
s. It p

rod
u

ced
 d

etailed
 ep

i-
d

em
iological rep

orts an
d

 statistical stu
d

-
ies. T

h
is d

ata sh
ow

ed
 a six- fold

 in
crease

in
 b

reast can
cer, a five-fold

 in
crease in

lun
g can

cer an
d a 16-fold in

crease in
 ovar-

ian
 can

cer. 
B

ecau
se of th

e U
.S.-im

p
osed

 san
ction

s,

Iraq
i d

octors an
d

 scien
tists w

ere b
arred

from
 p

resen
tin

g th
eir research

 p
ap

ers in
m

ost of th
e w

orld. 
O

n
e of Iraq’s m

ost prom
in

en
t scien

tists,
D

r H
u

d
a A

m
m

ash
 d

ed
icated

 h
erself to

docum
en

tin
g an

d reportin
g on

 th
e alarm

-
in

g rise of can
cers an

d birth
 deform

ation
s

in
 Iraq. H

er publish
ed research

 lin
ked en

-
viron

m
en

tal toxicity an
d

 th
e 1991 bom

b-
in

g. In
 M

ay sh
e w

as arrested
 an

d
 im

pris-
on

ed
 

b
y 

U
.S

. 
forces. 

In
 

an
 

effort 
to

discredit an
y con

n
ection

 betw
een

 U
.S. ra-

d
ioactive w

eap
on

s an
d

 Iraq
’s grow

in
g

h
ealth

 crisis sh
e w

as ch
arged

 w
ith

 bu
ild

-
in

g th
e w

eapon
s of m

ass d
estru

ction
 th

at
U

.S. forces still can
n

ot fin
d. 

U
.S

. p
o

sitio
n

: n
o

 cle
a

n
-u

p

W
h

ile th
e U

.K
. h

as adm
itted th

at B
ritish

C
h

allen
ger tan

ks expen
ded som

e 1.9 ton
s

of D
U

 am
m

u
n

ition
 d

u
rin

g m
ajor com

bat
op

eration
s in

 Iraq th
is year, th

e U
.S. h

as
refu

sed
 to d

isclose sp
ecific in

form
ation

about w
h

eth
er an

d w
h

ere it used D
U

 dur-
in

g th
is year’s cam

paign
. It also is refusin

g
to let a team

 from
 th

e U
n

ited N
ation

s E
n

-
viron

m
en

tal P
rogram

 (U
N

E
P

) stu
d

y th
e

en
viron

m
en

tal im
p

act of D
U

 con
tam

in
a-

tion
 in

 Iraq. 
T

h
e U

.S. follow
ed th

e sam
e tactics in

 th
e

w
ars in

 th
e B

alkan
s. W

h
ile claim

in
g fu

ll
cooperation

 w
ith

 U
N

E
P

’s B
alkan

s studies,
th

e P
en

tagon
 d

elayed
 releasin

g target lo-
cation

s for 16 m
on

th
s. It gave m

islead
in

g
m

ap in
form

ation
. T

h
en

 bom
b, m

issile an
d

clu
ster-b

om
b

 
targets 

w
ere 

exclu
d

ed
.

N
A

T
O

 allow
ed

 10
 oth

er team
s to visit or

clean
 u

p
 sites b

efore U
N

E
P

 in
sp

ection
s

started. 
W

ash
in

gton
 refuses to ackn

ow
ledge D

U
use an

yw
h

ere or th
at it poses an

y dan
ger.

T
o 

ackn
ow

led
ge 

rad
iation

 
p

oison
in

g
w

ou
ld

 im
m

ed
iately raise d

em
an

d
s for a

clean
up. 

A
ccordin

g to A
lex K

irby, B
B

C
 N

ew
s O

n
-

lin
e en

viron
m

en
t corresp

on
d

en
t: “T

h
e

U
.S. says it h

as n
o plan

s to rem
ove th

e de-
b

ris left over from
 d

ep
leted

 u
ran

iu
m

w
eap

on
s it is u

sin
g in

 Iraq
. It says n

o
clean

u
p

 
is 

n
eed

ed
, 

b
ecau

se 
research

sh
ow

s D
U

 h
as n

o lon
g-term

 effects.” 
D

esp
ite th

is refu
sal, it is p

u
blic kn

ow
l-

ed
ge th

at th
e U

.S. m
ad

e exten
sive u

se of
w

eapon
s th

at can
 fire D

U
 sh

ells. T
h

ese in
-

clu
d

e th
e A

-10
 W

arth
og tan

k-bu
ster air-

craft w
ith

 30
-m

m
 can

n
on

s th
at can

 fire up
to 4,20

0
 D

U
 rou

n
d

s p
er m

in
u

te; th
e A

C
-

130
 gun

sh
ip; th

e “A
pach

e” h
elicopter, an

d

B
rad

ley figh
tin

g veh
icles th

at fire an
ti-

arm
or 10

5-m
m

 to 12
0

-m
m

 tan
k rou

n
d

s
con

tain
in

g D
U

. 
T

h
e am

ou
n

t an
d

 w
eigh

t of rad
ioactive

m
aterial used h

as in
creased sin

ce th
e 1991

U
.S. bom

bin
g of Iraq. L

e M
on

de D
iplom

a-
tique, M

arch
 3, 20

0
2 in

 an
 article en

titled:
“D

ep
leted

 U
ran

iu
m

 in
 B

u
n

ker B
om

b
s:

A
m

erica’s B
ig D

irty Secret,” described th
e

radiation
 dan

ger of th
e bom

bs used to tar-
geted

 caves in
 A

fgh
an

istan
. “A

 G
u

lf W
ar-

era T
 120

-m
m

 an
ti-tan

k roun
d h

as a m
ax-

im
u

m
 w

eigh
t of 5 kilogram

s. T
od

ay’s
R

ayth
eon

 B
u

n
ker B

u
ster-G

B
U

-2
8

 can
w

eigh
 u

p
 to on

e-an
d

-a-h
alf m

etric ton
s.”

In
 th

e P
en

tagon
’s efforts to kill S

ad
d

am
H

u
ssein

 an
d

 oth
er Iraq

i lead
ers B

u
n

ker
B

u
ster b

om
b

s w
ere fired

 at b
u

ild
in

gs in
d

ow
n

tow
n

 B
agh

d
ad

, leavin
g en

orm
ou

s
craters. 

E
v

id
e

n
ce

 o
f D

U
u

se

B
ut in

 th
e in

form
ation

 age, th
e P

en
tagon

can
’t suppress all th

e eviden
ce. T

h
e D

utch
exam

ple sh
ow

s th
is. T

h
ough

 th
e U

.S. gov-
ern

m
en

t sp
ecifically d

en
ied

 an
y firin

g of
D

U
 w

eapon
s n

ear th
e city of A

l- Sam
aw

ah
,

w
h

ere D
u

tch
 troop

s w
ere

to b
e station

ed
, a sim

p
le

In
tern

et search
 by journ

al-
ists un

did th
is lie. 

T
h

e D
u

tch
 govern

m
en

t,
to get a resolution

 th
rough

th
e parliam

en
t to auth

orize
sen

din
g troops to Iraq, de-

picted th
e A

l-Sam
aw

ah
 re-

gion
 as a rem

ote, barely in
-

h
ab

ited
 d

esert w
h

ere n
o

n
otew

orth
y even

ts h
ad

 oc-
curred. 

In
 

actu
al 

fact, 
as 

th
e

D
u

tch
 

p
u

b
lication

 
R

IS
Q

p
oin

ted
 ou

t, A
l-S

am
aw

ah
is strategically located

 on
th

e 
road

 
from

 
B

asra 
to

B
agh

d
ad

, provid
in

g access
to a b

rid
ge over th

e E
u

-
p

h
rates 

R
iver. 

O
n

 
its

m
arch

 
to 

B
agh

d
ad

, 
th

e
U

.S
. 

A
rm

y 
en

cou
n

tered
fierce resistan

ce from
 Iraqi

forces th
ere, accord

in
g to

A
m

erican
 officers. T

h
is w

as w
ell covered

by th
eir em

bedded m
edia. 

It w
as m

ore th
an

 a w
eek before th

e tow
n

an
d th

e road w
ere cleared of all pockets of

resistan
ce. S

om
e 112

 civilian
s, m

ost of
th

em
 in

h
ab

itan
ts of A

l-S
am

aw
ah

, w
ere

killed in
 battle. 

D
U

 am
m

u
n

ition
 w

as w
id

ely u
sed

 d
u

r-
in

g th
is op

eration
. In

 a w
id

ely d
istrib

-
uted field m

essage, Sergean
t F

irst C
lass

C
oop

er rep
orted

 th
at th

e w
eap

on
s sys-

tem
s used by th

e 3rd In
fan

try, 7th
 C

av-
alry, en

 route to A
l- Sam

aw
ah

 an
d on

 to
N

ajaf, w
ere p

erform
in

g w
ell, esp

ecially
th

e 25-m
m

 D
U

 an
d 7.62. 

O
f 

greater 
in

terest 
to 

In
tern

et 
re-

search
ers w

as a letter a you
n

g sold
ier

sen
t h

om
e to h

is p
aren

ts, w
h

ich
 th

ey
p

osted
 in

 th
eir ch

u
rch

 b
u

lletin
 on

 th
e

In
tern

et. In
 th

e letter E
. P

en
n

ell, a crew
m

em
ber on

 a B
rad

ley F
igh

tin
g V

eh
icle

of th
e 1st In

fan
try B

attalion
, 4

1st In
-

fan
try R

egim
en

t, d
escrib

ed
 h

ow
 h

is
crew

 fired
 a 2

5-m
m

 D
U

 rou
n

d
 as th

ey
en

cou
n

tered
 seven

 Iraq
i troop

s in
 th

e
tow

n
 of A

l-Sam
aw

ah
. 

P
en

n
ell’s 

letter 
h

as 
raised

 
con

cern

G
ulf W

ar veteran 
and his child. 

PH
O

TO
 FRO

M
 M

ETA
L
O
F
D
ISH

O
N
O
R



IN
T

E
R

N
AT

IO
N

A
L

A
C

T
IO

N
 C

E
N

T
E

R
A

U
G

U
ST

2003  
1 

am
on

g groups like th
e U

n
ited F

ederation
 of

M
ilitary P

erson
n

el, a kin
d of labor un

ion
 for

D
u

tch
 troop

s. It fears th
at its m

em
b

ers
m

igh
t b

e at risk of con
tractin

g can
cer or

oth
er d

iseases b
ecau

se of exp
osu

re to D
U

am
m

un
ition

. 

R
e

siste
n

ce
: th

e
 o

n
ly so

lu
tio

n

O
fficers an

d
 p

olitician
s in

 im
p

erialist
coun

tries h
ave alw

ays treated ran
k-an

d-file
sold

iers as can
n

on
 fod

d
er. T

h
ese you

n
g

lives are totally exp
en

d
able. T

h
e occu

p
ied

or colon
ized people are n

ot coun
ted at all. 

A
s a global m

ovem
en

t again
st im

perialist
w

ars grew
 over th

e p
ast cen

tu
ry, m

ilitary
plan

n
ers m

ade great efforts to h
ide th

e true
costs of w

ar, especially th
e h

um
an

 cost. T
h

e
n

early 6
0

,0
0

0
 U

.S
. casu

alties in
 th

e V
iet-

n
am

 W
ar provoked a m

igh
ty m

ass an
ti-w

ar
m

ovem
en

t. T
h

is tim
e, lon

g before U
.S. ca-

su
alties reach

ed
 10

0
 sold

iers, th
e m

ove-
m

en
t to “B

rin
g th

e T
roop

s H
om

e” h
ad

gain
ed m

om
en

tum
. 

T
h

is n
ew

 m
o

vem
en

t m
u

st d
em

a
n

d
a

 tru
e a

cco
u

n
tin

g o
f th

e en
o

rm
o

u
s

h
u

m
a

n
 co

sts o
f th

e w
a

r. 

• T
h

e im
p

a
ct o

n
 th

e h
ea

lth
 a

n
d

 
fu

tu
re o

f n
o

t o
n

ly U
.S

. tro
o

p
s 

b
u

t th
e m

illio
n

s o
f p

eo
p

le in
 Ira

q
m

u
st b

e p
a

rt o
f th

e d
em

a
n

d
. 

A
 gro

w
in

g in
tern

a
tio

n
a

l m
o

vem
en

t
m

u
st d

em
a

n
d

: 

• fu
ll rep

a
ra

tio
n

s fo
r th

e Ira
q

i 
p

eo
p

le.

•
A

 clean
u

p
 o

f th
e to

xic, rad
io

active
w

a
ste is in

 th
e in

terests o
f a

ll th
e

p
eo

p
le o

f th
e regio

n
. 

• T
h

e co
st o

f th
e w

a
r m

u
st b

e ca
lcu

-
la

ted
 in

 term
s o

f b
a

n
k

ru
p

t so
cia

l
p

ro
gra

m
s h

ere in
 th

e U
.S

. a
n

d
 th

e
h

ea
lth

 o
f a

ll th
e p

eo
p

le w
h

o
 w

ere
in

 th
e regio

n
 d

u
rin

g th
e w

a
r a

n
d

w
ill b

e in
 th

e yea
rs 

to
 co

m
e.
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rs 
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as 

U
.S

. 
u

se 
of 

d
ep

leted
-u

ran
iu

m
w

eap
on

s tu
rn

ed
 Iraq in

to a rad
ioactive

d
an

ger area for both
 Iraqis an

d
 occu

p
a-

tion
 troop

s? 
T

h
is qu

estion
 h

as alread
y h

ad
 seriou

s
con

sequ
en

ces. In
 h

ot sp
ots in

 d
ow

n
tow

n
B

agh
d

ad
, rep

orters h
ave m

easu
red

 rad
i-

ation
 levels th

at are 1,0
0

0
 to 1,9

0
0

 tim
es

h
igh

er th
an

 n
orm

al backgrou
n

d
 rad

ia-
tion

 levels. 
It 

h
as 

also 
op

en
ed

 
a 

d
eb

ate 
in

 
th

e
N

eth
erlan

d
s 

p
arliam

en
t 

an
d

 
m

ed
ia 

as
1,10

0
 D

u
tch

 troop
s in

 K
u

w
ait p

rep
are to

en
ter Iraq as p

art of th
e U

.S./ B
ritish

-led
occu

p
ation

 forces. T
h

e D
u

tch
 are con

-
cern

ed
 abou

t th
e d

an
ger of rad

ioactive
p

oison
in

g an
d

 rad
iation

 sickn
ess in

 Iraq. 
W

ash
in

gton
 

h
as 

assu
red

 
th

e 
D

u
tch

govern
m

en
t th

at it u
sed

 n
o D

U
 w

eap
on

s
n

ear A
l-Sam

aw
ah

, th
e tow

n
 w

h
ere D

u
tch

troop
s w

ill be station
ed

. B
u

t D
u

tch
 jou

r-
n

alists an
d

 an
ti-w

ar forces h
ave alread

y
fou

n
d

 h
oles in

 th
e U

.S. stories accord
in

g
to an

 article on
 th

e R
ad

io F
ree E

u
rop

e
w

ebsite. T
h

e origin
al exp

ose cam
e from

M
.H

.J. van
 d

en
 B

erg of R
ISQ

 “th
e R

eview
of In

tern
ation

al Social Q
u

estion
s” an

d
w

as p
icked

 u
p

 by th
e D

u
tch

 m
ed

ia.
D

U
-cau

sed
 

rad
iation

 
h

ad
 

alread
y

raised
 

alarm
s 

in
 

E
u

rop
e 

after 
stu

d
ies

sh
ow

ed
 in

creased
 rates of can

cers, resp
i-

ratory ailm
en

ts an
d

 oth
er d

isabilities of
occu

p
ation

 troop
s from

 N
A

T
O

 cou
n

tries
station

ed
 

in
 

B
osn

ia, 
K

osovo 
an

d
A

fgh
an

istan
. 

In
 gen

eral, th
e h

ealth
 an

d
 en

viron
m

en
-

tal d
an

gers of w
eap

on
s m

ad
e w

ith
 D

U
rad

ioactive w
aste h

ave received
 far m

ore
atten

tion
 in

 E
u

rop
e th

an
 in

 th
e U

.S. 
In

 th
is year’s w

ar on
 Iraq, th

e P
en

tagon
u

sed
 its rad

ioactive arsen
al m

ain
ly in

 th
e

u
rban

 cen
ters, rath

er th
an

 in
 d

esert bat-
tlefield

s as in
 19

9
1. M

an
y h

u
n

d
red

s of
th

ou
san

d
s of Iraqi p

eop
le an

d
 U

.S. sol-
d

iers, 
alon

g 
w

ith
 

B
ritish

, 
P

olish
,

Jap
an

ese an
d

 D
u

tch
 sold

iers sen
t to join

th
e occu

p
ation

, w
ill su

f-
fer th

e con
sequ

en
ces. T

h
e

real 
exten

t 
of 

in
ju

ries,
ch

ron
ic illn

ess, lon
g-term

d
isab

ilities 
an

d
 

gen
etic

b
irth

 
d

efects 
w
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’t 

b
e

ap
p

aren
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for 
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to 
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years. 
B

y n
ow

, h
alf of all th

e
6

9
7,0

0
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U

.S
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sold
iers

in
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 in
 th
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1 w
ar

h
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 seriou

s ill-
n

esses. A
ccord

in
g to th

e
A

m
erican

 G
u

lf W
ar V

et-
eran
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A

ssociation
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m
ore

th
an

 
30

 
p

ercen
t 

of 
th

ese
sold

iers are ch
ron

ically ill
an
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g d
isability
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efits from

 th
e V

eteran
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A
d
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u
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a
h

igh
 occu

rren
ce of variou
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sym

p
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s h
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 to th
e

illn
esses bein

g n
am

ed
 G

u
lf

W
ar Syn
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rom

e. 
T

h
is n

u
m

ber of d
isabled

veteran
s is sh

ockin
gly h

igh
. M

ost are in
th

eir m
id

-th
irties an

d
 sh

ou
ld
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 th

e
p

rim
e of h

ealth
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efore sen
d

in
g troop

s to
th

e G
u
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, th

e m
ilitary h

ad
 alread
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ou

t 
th

ose 
w

ith
 

d
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ilities 
or

ch
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ic h
ealth

 p
roblem

s from
 asth

m
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d
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eart con
d

ition
s, can

cers an
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birth
 d

efects. 

A
 lo

n
g
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b
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T

h
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im
p

act 
of 
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of 
rad

ioactive
w

aste p
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tin
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ajor u
rban
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ters

m
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t p
roblem

 to Iraqis
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ow
 tryin

g to su
rvive in

 th
e ch

aos of
m

ilitary occu
p

ation
. T

h
ey m

u
st cop

e
w

ith
 p

ow
er ou

tages d
u

rin
g th

e in
ten

se
h
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m
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er, d

oor-to-d
oor search
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es, arbitrary arrests, civilian

s rou
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sh
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at 
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b

locks, 
ou
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of
ch
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d

 d
ysen
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 u

n
treated

w
ater, u

n
treated

 sew
age an

d
 u

n
collect-

ed
 garbage, m

ore th
an

 h
alf th

e w
ork

force u
n

em
p

loyed
, an

d
 a lack of food

—

w
h

ich
 before th

e w
ar w
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d

istrib
u

ted
 

b
y 

th
e

B
aath

ist regim
e. 

B
u

t 
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g 
w

ith
 

th
ese

cu
rren

t th
reats are lon
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ran

ge p
roblem

s. A
rou

n
d

th
e 

w
orld

 
a 

grow
in

g
n

u
m

ber of scien
tific organ

ization
s an

d
stu

d
ies 

h
ave 
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ked

 
G
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lf 

W
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d
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e an
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e h
igh

 rate of assorted
an

d
 m
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s sickn

esses to rad
iation
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m
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w
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ep
leted
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b
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b
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