| At the same time, Hussein's
| government stepped up their
campaign for the “Arabiza-

| tion” of Kurdish areas.

|| residents forcibly removed, Arab
|| Lraqis from the south were moved
in to change the demographic

makeup of these areas.

As villages were destroyed and | | The Kurds may have taken

A T —

back control of many of their |
cities in 1991, and the NATO |
no-fly zone protected them |
from further airstrikes, but
these wounds are recent.

And that's not even taking into
account the Kurdish civil war that
erupted in the '90s, which Sebas-
tian told us is a bit of a touchy
subject here.

Here, the Pesh-
merga are taking a
Saddam tank.

Were you in the
Peshmerga?

You know,
I fought in Iraq too.
In the American

My brother, he fight
with Peshmerga,
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Grumpy. Feeling
moral ambiguity.

It's just frustrating
when we only have
access to one side
of things.

We can come to KRG,
where everyone is going to

be pretty on board with what
happened after 2003...

100,000 people
in three years
is crazy...

But it's worth mentioning
the 100,000 Iraqi civilians who
died since the US invasion,
you know?

That's not really
related to this...

They ARE related,

as PR to rally support
rid of Saddam.

I don't even know if that
number is right.

— I thought it was

‘.

a million.
- : Yeah, it's
a million.
4] ~n {,‘

Because all of this was used

And maybe the Kurds have
it better now, but then there's
those 100,000 Iragis who
died in the process.

though.

to get

-y [We don't have
_——’//:‘ - a museum for
t‘c S N A them yet.

1 guess my only point is that some
people die and it's like, “How senseless,
how terrible, how wrong...”




And then some civilians who die, it's like, “Well,
there was a good reason for that” You know? And it
feels pretty political to me how that's decided.

And Saddam

Hussein was an

insane mother-
fucker!

==

u‘_
e F

But there are really
crazy fucked-up dictators
all over the world and we

chose this one.

Hey, so I'm going to go
downtown to try and find
a Western Union,

Don't you want
to come to Sam's
interview with us?

Nabh, that's all right. But
if he has any more of those
honey buns...

I'll trade you a honey bun
for an interview tonight.
Seven o'clock?

/ Sure, Se

you guys

I don't want to
be in the way.

You won't be in the
way. It's really fine.

I think we need to be more
careful about what we talk
about in front of Dan.
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Actually, it is a
bit of a tragedy,
this room.,

This is the upper
story of my parents'
house.

There are two

living room,

bedrooms and a

Now we are
sitting in that
living room.

The bedroom
behind me, that's
the place where
I lived with my
previous wife,

My deceased wife.

L/ So it has a lot of
\ memories for me.

Sam has agreed to be interviewed
in this empty place.
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He doesn't usually come to
this part of the house.




1 N
Since his return, he has lived
on the ground floor in a small,
doorless room.

You like a
Starbucks frozen
coffee?

There's a single bed, the duffel
bag he brought with him from
the detention center, a few
photo albums...

Or I have
some energy

He has a little fridge where he
keeps the American treats he
brings home from the base.

I think I have a
honey bun, too.

UUL et 05

Sam, I think for filming, it

the interviews upstairs where
there’s a lot of natural

would look really good if we did

Yeah yeah!
Whatever you want!

At first I'm surprised that Sam is open to

= filming here, given his history with this place.

You'll have to put
—\ this microphone under
your shirt, okay?

You know, I used to
think I'd become a journalist
if my dream to be an
actor failed.

And when did you know you
wanted to be an actor?

From my
childhood.
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Whenever I went with my dad
to his office or to visit some
relative, I always did an impres-
sion of them when I got home.

Act like that
guy or old
woman.




I liked doing that stuff
when I was a kid, but I got
too shy as I got older,

1 was never shy
for acting.

I'm always
impressed by
people who can
do that.

Okay, so how are
we looking, Al?

Maybe you can
come forward a little
on the chair?

And then this
way a little bit...
little more...

Okay,
perfect!

across as easy conversation about the
Sam held once he arrived in the US.

...I found a second
job in the evening time,
at a pizza restaurant,

And from there, they slip into what comes

Sarah starts the interview off lightly.
First comes the standard question
journalists ask to test their audio
levels,

Tell me what you
had for breakfast

I had a cup of
tea and a cup of
cereal with straw-
berry milk.

So the days I was off
from Mike's grill, 1
worked there,

jobs

And so you worked two
jobs at the same time?

Oh yeah.
Sometimes three
or four.
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Before long, Sarah is ready
to dig in...

1 was thinking
about your life and
your story, Sam...

and 1
was thinking
about how many |
times politics have j

intersected with
your life...

When was the
first time you remember
politics affecting
your life?

No, in your
life here.

Being born Kurdish meant that
Sam could not avoid being
surrounded by conflict,

My dad was always
listening to the radio
station that belonged
to the PUK...*

We heard it
secretly because
we didn't need the
neighbor or some
secret officer
of Saddam
to hear it.

Before the
Iraq-Iran war,
Baghdad was very,
very beautiful. It
was peaceful.

But he never considered himself to be a political person.
Sam remembers his university days in Baghdad where he
studied drama as some of the happiest of his life.

1t looked like a Y=
Western country. /_

The life, it was really
comfortable, nice, safe.

You come back
at 2:00 a.m., midnight,
and safety was not
a problem.,

So life was good?

Life was good...as
long as you were not
involved in politics
against Saddam.

*0One of two Kurdish politial parties

Everything changed when
tensions between Iraq and Iran
bloomed into a conflict that
would become one of the lon-
gest and bloodiest wars of the |
twentieth century.
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Sam served his first two
years of mandatory service
in the drama section

of the Iraqi army. He
entertained troops, much
like the American USO.




But as the brutal war wore on, the Iraqi military
needed more soldiers on the front lines and Sam
was called up.

There were three things

So I decided to run away
and come back to Sulay, back
to this house.

that could happen: you get
killed, become a prisoner of war,
or be handicapped.

And I didn't want
any of them.,

{ What did your wife

think about your
decision?

And before long, the couple was
expecting.

She didn't care
about the war or
political stuff.

When I ran away from
the army, she was so
happy because I spent
more time with her.

She just wanted
me beside her.

We were in love
from our young lifetime,
from teenagers.

Rumors started to spread that
Hussein's forces were going to
start searching door to door for
Kurdish deserters. Sam would
have to flee.

BuT I told her I cannot stay
here because if they capture
me, L'l end up in Saddam's jail

or maybe killed.

She didn't want
that either.

I told her
we had to leave
the country, that
we were going
to Iran.

She didnt
like that, to be
separated from
her family.

So she followed me.
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Wow, so she was

twenty-two and she was
pregnant. You had to run away
from the army and you guys
had to decide to go to Iran
as refugees?

And what about
this room? Can you tell
me a little bit about the

room that we're in?

What did that
feel like?

It was not good because,
you know, I was living in
this house, I had all the
furniture. Economically,
it was good.

Actually, it is a N\
little bit of a tragedy,
this room...

The light is starting to fade.
We will have to stop filming
for the day soon.

It has a lot of
memories for me...

Is it hard for you to
remember all of these
things? To think about
those times?

I had a happy life here.
I will never forget it.

But what
I have here
now is all sad
memories.

You know,
it is hard.

Do you feel like you could
have a future here now?

I don't
think so.

Without my
wife and kids,
I am useless.
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Sarah is interviewing Dan alone
tonight in hopes that he'll loosen
up a bit with less of a crowd.

I hang back at
the hotel and read
a book Sebastian
lent me about
Iraqi Kurds.

Their history is complicated
and involves twisting allegiances
and an alphabet soup of

political parties and factions.

We aren't here to report on
the Kurds or their history,

but I still feel like I should
know what happened here,

Maybe finding out what
happened still doesn't tell
you anything about why
people are the way they are.

I

lWhy they do the things they do|

| see Sulaymaniyah all lit up,

~ | about a square mile,

Qutside our window, I can

save for a dark patch of

There isn't enough
electricity to illuminate
the whole city at once.

Rolling blackouts
are used to ease

the strain on the

grid and keep
things functioning.
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I watch and
wonder how
long it will take
for the lights to
turn out here.



