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We face a jobs crisis: the data says in SA there are only 9,800 
job vacancies, and 89,600 job-seekers desperately competing over 
them.

Instead of creating new jobs, governments blame unemployed people 
themselves. People struggling to survive on the very low Newstart 
Allowance (only $260 per week). 

Being unemployed is not a short-term thing any more – it can be a 
long, painful ordeal. 

And many unemployed people face extra barriers, such as employer 
discrimination against older job-seekers, those with disabilities, and 
those with children to care for.

Something needs to be done. Let’s get real about unemployment. It’s 
time to shift the blame off those out of work and onto governments 
– let’s get them to create enough jobs to go around. 80,000 extra 
jobs. 80,000 real, fair jobs. Enough for everyone looking for work.

We can make it happen – if we fight for it.

MORE INFO: W: antipovertynetworksa.org P: 0411 587 663
E: antipovertynetwork.sa@gmail.com 
F: facebook.com/target80kjobs
This campaign is run by Anti-Poverty Network SA, and supported 
by Uniting Communities.
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WHAT WE NEED
•	For governments to recognise what the real problem is: not enough 
jobs to go around, not “lazy” unemployed people.

•	A commitment to developing strategies for new jobs, maintaining old 
jobs, and for enabling people to successfully transition into new areas. 

•	A strong commitment to education and skill development, particularly for 
people disadvantaged in the labour market in communities with higher 
unemployment rates.

•	Raise unemployment payments – not only will this help unemployed 
people to meet their needs and to job search, it will also be good for 
the local economy, as the unemployed will be able to spend more in the 
community.
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GRAPH ONE: NUMBER OF 
JOB VACANCIES IN SA VS. 
NUMBER OF JOB-SEEKERS 
IN SA
9,800 Jobs Vs. 89,600 Job-
Seekers
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GRAPH TWO: NEWSTART 
ALLOWANCE VS. POVERTY-
LINE
Newstart Allowance ($260 per 
week) Vs. Poverty-Line ($400 
for a single adult with no kids – 
higher for those with kids)
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