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What is a Social 
Network?











Social Networks

Friendships, contacts, collaboration, influence, 
organizational structure, economic 
institutions

Social and technological networks are 
intertwined

Technologies change our patterns of 
interaction



What is a Social 
Networking Service?



“A social network service is social software 
specifically focused on the building and 
verifying of social networks for whatever 
purpose. Many social networking services are 
also blog hosting services. As of 2005, there 
are over three hundred known social 
networking web sites.” (Wikipedia)



Popular Social Network 
Web Sites



General Networks

Bebo 22 m

Friendster 29 m

Facebook 7.7 m

MySpace 120 m

Xanga 40 m





Regional Networks

(Brazil) Orkut 29 m

Estonia connect.ee 39,000

S. Korea Cyworld 15 m

Latvia draugiem.lv 731,000

Sweden LunarStor
m

1.2 m
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Ethnic Networks
African-
American

BlackPlanet 18 m

Latinos MiGente 3.6 m

Vietnamese VietSpace 20,000

Latvia draugiem.lv 731,000

Sweden LunarStor
m

1.2 m
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Activity Networks

Cars CarDomain 1.8 m

Dating match.com 12 m

Goth VampireFreaks 650,000

Photos Flickr 2.5 m

Travel WAYN 5.5 m



Or, learn more.

Already a member? Sign in.  
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PigeonBlog provides an alternative way to participate environmental air pollution
data gathering. The project equips urban homing pigeons with GPS enabled
electronic air pollution sensing devices capable of sending real-time location based
air pollution and image data to an online mapping/blogging environment.
Pigeonblog is a social public experiment between human and non-human animals. 

PigeonBlog will be launched at ISEA 2006 in San Jose. 





dyn-web.com
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Releases / Installation 

clocktower release







Your Personal Life 
Online



Your web page

Family, friends, photos

Favorite movies, music

Current boyfriends / girlfriends, ex’s, future 
boyfriends / girlfriends

Ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation





Who Gets Access to 
Your Page?



Not clear

Some closed networks change the rules 

Facebook -- originally for .EDU, now anybody 
has access

Privacy policies 

change ;-<



Privacy?



“Your software has a 
trace of your activities 
and over time knows more 
about you than you do.”



Does It Matter What 
You Post?





Job Recruiters are 
Looking at Social 
Network Sites





Teachers are Looking at 
Social Network Sites





Law Enforcement is 
Looking at Social 
Network Sites





Pedophiles are Looking 
at Social Network Sites









Stalkers are Looking at 
Social Network Sites 







What About Identity 
Theft?

















Privacy Protest at 
Facebook









But why did the 
protesters settle for 

opt-out? 
(Privacy is in the 

defaults)
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Be safe out there 
(and online)



Thank you


