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bTALINISM

— The POUM Beiore the Workers —— A Rew AEBMUVEDAL trinl s Do Sharied I SS0ee0Y, SR

time the prsoners’ b .'|1i| I8 of ||s.||.| by Radeck, Platakov,
Muralov, Sokoln kov, Sercbrinkov and olhers no. ge  wall-
Enown, sixteen in all Those shot in September were As0

ixteen, Thal secms o be the eapaeity of the execulioners

The official Communist press of Spain and
elgewhere has been carrying on the campaign

begun by the official Soviet organs, «Pravdg» cart of the Stalirite Thermidorians. The accused n thds Wwind

y . ] e de- g in the one of last summer, are old guard Boalsheviks revol-

”rmrmtf”mh‘ :;“;: :’ﬂ;.‘-é”;ﬂﬂf il b ol utionary fighters from the herole daoys, old  friends  And
cusa E_”“b agatns VB e e Thhie ST i boie T R comrades of Lenin

We are accused of being agenls provocaleurs What has happened s simply that in Russia the mos

in the pay of the Gestapo and the «Fifth Co- clementary workers democracy has been abolished (o0 make wiy

temmns. In several organs of the Communist In- for the buresucratic regime of a personal dictator. Of the

Oetober Revoluton and the Lendndst  tradition nothing or

; § i o a s P
ternational it has been stated that the P.O.UM, very Litle remaics The fghters of Oclober, the old comrades

in collaboration with the Fascislts, organised a of Lenin bave become embartassing wilnesses, In [t real
plot aiming al the assassination of Azana, Largo betacles, to those who are now trying to exterminate them
Caballero, Dolores Ibarrufi (Passionaria) and José physically after having suppressed them politeally, Lasl time

yigz. These - Tl wusations and ap- wis Zinov.ev, Kamenev, and Smirnov. To=day it s Radeck,
Diaz These are concreie GCCUSALION P Pintakov, Mura ov. To-morrow it will be Bukharin, They ame

peared in the Com Iunist press already preparing a new cartload. Stalin unguestionably bases
Comrade Vietor Serge, in an article sent [o his power or. lerror
La Batalla suggesls, among other measures, The accused are denled all possibility of defenge, In Lenin's

; L vme, ab the trin! of the S-¢ialist Revolutlonaries, a fordéign
constitution of an International Comission vorkers” delegation was allowed to attend. During the fam

of Enguiry, composed of well-know persons in vl «industrial trinls the aceused, many of whom occupy
the ?ﬂ‘t}rh‘irey—:'f:iss movement The Erecutive bureaucratic posts '.II. if-l'lalll..|lll.||ll-\._ enloved every sopl of
Committee of the P.O.UM. has decided to follow s ' ":”H'I'“'JII':'“'I'IM "'r:'lll:_""__'Urlll__ll'l'l":l“lll' "1':,':”:'_":'1"'::‘ ..:“ IH:” Bk,
e suggesiuan of Victor 'S"r!:“" In order that il Alter the shooling of Zinoviey and Eameney, the Intern
may command the greatest f.llj]\i.‘-.'”hll' megsure UJ Aational Bureau for Revolutionary Socalisy Unity proposed the
|{|4'.|'..".'|.l.l'r'||'_r.u. the International Commizion of En- formation ol an interpational commission of enguiry o invest

ignte the charges agaipst them ard against Trotsky himseli,

a = . 7 o i S 5§ Y ]
quiry should inciude a representative of each of Al the Ume we supported this step, and we continue o do

the following organisations: the Communist In- s0 with the grentest energy to-day. The international prolets
ernational, the Labour and Soclalist Imternat- ariat must know the whole truth. The workers annot be
ional. the Fouwrth International, the Internat- expected to support the soviel cause unless they know what

Is going on in Russia
From the resalution of the Executive
Committee of the P, (). L. M.

ional Workingmens' Association and the Inter-
national Bureau of Revolutionary Socialist Unity.
Thiz Commission should investigate independen-
ty and freely the concrete accusalions levelled
against the POUM. It should begin, in our opi-

nion, by demanding the evidence for these ae- WE nﬂmand it SABAATIGR DI A s
cusations.

We are convinced that the working-class of NATIONAL COMMISSION OF ENQUIRY TO

Spein and of the world will understand and sup- FXAMINE THE ACCUSATIONS LEVELLED
port the P'_:?J ._U,M, g demand, a demand which no AGAINST US. :
one can legitimately oppose,
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Fighting Men

The first 1. L. P. contingent is aff jor the Aragon
fromt after a week of intensive drill in the Lenin
Barracks of the P. 0. U. M. Thetr [inal appearance in
Hareelona, the march to the North Station, was e
occasion for enthusiastic public aocclaim. They marched
to the tunes of the INTERNATIONALE and YOUNG
GUARD, which were caught up by the people Iining
the streets. Other English and American comrades are
arriving in smaller numbers and preparing (o join them:

On Tuesday moming, January 13th, the [irst conbingert
of our I. L. P. comrades from Great Britain arrived in Bar
celona. This contingent was formed in Britain by Bob Ed-
wards, Lancashire representative on the National Administrat-
ive Courcil. All thess comrades belong to the 1. L. P, and
they have come o Spain with one object, to fght in the
ranks of the P. O. U. M. militia. The 1. L P. realising the
principles which gulde the activities of the P. O. U, M., feels
that the best way to demonstrate thelr community of thought
and their solidarity of action is to identify itsell with the
work of the P, O U. M. in Spain

The comrades comprising the section come [Pom every part
of Great Britain. Glasgow is represented thoroughly, London,
the Midards. the North Country and South Wales bave
-aqu.llla.' sent of their best. One of them hailed from other
climes than those just referred to. This comrade whom we
shall not name, comes [rom the Middle Wesi and was a
student in the Universitly of Wisconsin. He explained that he
had some difficulty in getting his passport fixed up, and it
appeared to him that the simplest thing was to come without
& passport! He is already on the best of good terms with the
British comrades, and seems perfeclly happy to be ab their
side,

This contingent is the first of a series which will be
coming from Britain during the next two or three months.
Bob Edwards suggests that we should formi an English.
epeaking batallion, attached to the P. O U. M. International
Column. «It 18 much betters, said Bob, «thal our bovs should
train and fight together. As a homogeneous body of English-
speaking comrades, they will be able to pull their weight,
whereas, if they are disseminated among our Spanish ocom.
rades, they will not be anything like so effectives

Thizs point of view was explained o Comrades Tarala,
in charge of the Lenin Barracks; he immediately detached an
English-speaking Sparnish comrade from another regiment, and
placed him at the service of the Britlsh contingent

With the boys is a socialist comrade, Doctor Levin, from
New York. MNaturally, this medical man places his services
entirely at the disposal of any section of the Spanish work-
ers, but. in compliance with our request. Comrade Tarafa has
ordered him to be attached officially to the British contingent.

One does not like to be too enthusiastic, but it ls very
moving to think that these comrades, at the call of the L L. P,
have spontaneously offered their serviees and all that this
implies, to help forward the triumph of the Workers' Revolu-
tion in Spain.

FIGHT

for the World Revolution

ENLIST

in the P. O. U. M. Militia

From Britain

On Sunday, January 10th, twenty-five [ghting men, compris-
ing I LP. members and sympathisers from ol over Hritaln,
left Victoria station, Loandon, to play their part o the struggle
againsl international Pascism in Spain. The week-eiid papers
declared with considerable emphasis that the Spanish [rontiers
were closed. There was, therefore, considerable uncertainty in
the minds of our twenty five comrades. Many doubled whelher
they would actually see the fghting tront in Spain. Three doays
after leaving London, however, we crossed the Spanish border
to the strains of the International

Our journey to Parls went through without a hitch, The
Inds were constdered to be very extraordinary people by our
fellow passengers on the boat. Ostensibly we were visiticg Paris
for & week-end, but everyvody knew, including police, passengers
and customs officials, that our real destination was Lhe Spanish
fighting front, and treated the luds secordingly. One humourous
customs official, after enquiring in a loud volee in French that
few of us could understand, caunsed quite n commation by poing
ing dramatically to our new army sleeping-bags, and declaring
eParis, did you say? I think, Barcelona!s After being met in
Paris by our comrades of the Revolutionary Left of the 8. F. 1.0,
who treated the lads to n fine tea and a visit to their local
headquarters, we set off from he Qual d'Orsay on our way 0o
the frontier town of Perplgnan, down in the south of France,
On the station, just before our departure, 1 wos informed by
an English-speaking French porter that many hundreds of
CGerman and Ialian Fascists hod pessed through that station on
thelr way o fight for Franco, Pascism and Reaction

And row we are in Barcelonn. Comlortab'y installed in the
Lenin Barracks, which is under the control of the P.OUM
Prior to the Catalan Revolution this was a military barracks,
of & crack cavalry regiment. The wealthy sons of Spain were
trained for thelr milltary adventures in Moroced ard other
parts of the world in the interests of o small minority of weal-
thy Spaniards. The were used in many a conflet against thelr
own countrymen, the working men and women of Spain, in
ofder Le maintain the luxury and ascendancy of the eapilalis
class, MNow for the first time in ita history, this barracks is
beng used (o traln men of the International and P.OUM. mi.
ltia, who are destined to [ree Spain from Wyranny aid oppres-
slon and to lay the basis of the great socialist, classiess so-
clety.

The food is good, but it will take the lads a week o get
used to the drinking of wire al practically every meal, A pae-
ket of clgareites is supplied 10 ench man per day, and the pay
recelved 18 remarkably good, numely 10 pesetas. The pay came
as & surprise, as all of our ‘nds had volunteered to Aght and
had never consldered the possibllity of such a regular sum.

The men will recelve fAfteen dovs tealning, and by that
tme they should be ready for service st the front. Meanwhile,
we want to strengthen this contingent, We wanl to make It a
hundred, and perhaps two or three hundred strong. Then, i
can become A foree in the struggle for o free Spain, and it can
make a VErY |!I![lﬂrLIUI.| 1'.-||1r|l1|||:.u|! Livw s FLER r"lll'll'.- Vi [lll'_';'
for the Spanish workers

British Author With the Militia

At the beginning of January, we recelved o vislt in Bar-
celota from Eric Blair, the wellknown British author, whose
work s so much appreciated In all English-speaking lefy
circles of thought. Comrade Blalr came to Barcelons, and
said he wanted o be of some use Lo Lhe workerd' cause. In
view of his literary abilities and intellectual atlalnments, it
appeared that the most useful work he could do in Barcelona
would be that of a propaganda journallst in constant com.-
munication with socialist organs of opinion in Britain. He
sald: o have declded that I can be of most use to the work-
ers ag a fighter al the front.s He spent exactly seven days in
Barcelona, and he iz now fighting with the Spanish comrades
of the P. 0. U. M. on the Aragon front.

In a postcard which he sent us, he says: «When I have
persuaded them to teach me something about the machine-
gun, I hope to be drafted to the front line trenchess»
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IF they are not Socialist, nor Communist,

The belwe) st perssts abrogd thal fhe Spanish
swoetalist and offetal Commumist Parties, and Chetr
Unided Socialist Youth, in spite of their middle class
alilance and their failure fo push the revolution, must
in some way be working class parties with a Marnsi
w af least a soctalist program. Unjortanatelpy, that i
miy wotsh (himkimg, We present their own words, 6F
spoken by the Secretary of the United Socialist Youth,
wiveh gre compared with those ©of owr owon [berian
Cowpnunist Y oufhs

THE STALINIST POSITION

From the speech of Santiago Carrillo, Secretary
of the United Socialist Youth of Spain (the fused
Socialist and Stalinist vouth organization)., opening
the National Congress of Youth at Valencia.

January 15, 1937.

nor Marxist,
What Are They?

THE P. 0. U.M.'S POSITION

From the «Appeal to the Revolutionary Youth of
the Worlds issued by the Executive Committee of the
International Bureau of Revolutlonary Youth and
the Iberian Communist Youth of the P.O.UM.

January 10, 1937,

On Socialism

“We do nol fight for o secialist revolutions.
JOur organization is nol socialist nor communisi, but an in-
deprodent organizations,

JFor the working youlh there Is but ene lask—lo conquer
the fascists and make the revoelution.,

WIn the revolution the truly communist youth has decisive
fasks Lo Malfilln,

WThe Therian Communist Youth fights with the P.OUM.
to hold the conguesis of the revolulion and to push them Lo
their final viclory.s

On Marxism
The Unied Youth are nel Marxisi Youotho,

«The Iberlan Communist Youth and the revolulionary so-
clalist vouth will not let themselves be robbed of the right of
Marxist eriticismos,

On the Class Struggle

wllur aim is the Spanish National Federation of Youlh,
togelher with the Catalan and Basque Federations:,

«There Is no such thing as a youlh front withoul working
¢lass and bourgeois youth with different class interestan

Toward Reactionaries

oWe appeal for the collaboration of the Catholic Youlh,
whose spirit and belief we do not combats,

sComrades gl the front and in the faclories, be alert and
aclive. There are many enemies and don't resi until they are
routedns,

4For six monihs the workers have waged thelr hersle strog-
gle against the Spanish capitalisis, landlords and the churchs.

On Unity

oWe wand the unity of all youlh, not an Marxist and Com-
munist bases, but on bases of mutual colncidence such as the
war against fascism and the defence of civilization, Do nol be
deceived. We call for unily and we declare thal we are nol
trving o absorh you, bui to constitute with you the great
spanish Youlh Federations,

The Therlan Communist Youth fights for the unity of the
revolutionary youth, No unity without aims, bul the united act-
jon of all working vouth, against the youth front, for the uniied
action of the revelutionary voultha,

On Democracy

We fight for & democratic, parlamentarian republic.s
aWe wanl a strong democracy of the popular clisses.

JYoung comrades, everyone, every arganization must decl-
de. The capitalisty stands on one of the barricade with the
fascists and democratic governments and thelr reformisls poar-
ties: on ihe other side the revolutionary workers and peasanisn.

On Internationalism

sNow I8 the time (o organize 5 new Spain, & Spain that
whall b respected in the concert of nationss,

WThe war in Spain is an advance skirmish in the world-
wide division between fascism and soclal revolution.»

WThe Spanish revolution will be the poini of departure
for new revolutionary struggles in many countriesn,

AFor the united action of the Hevolutionary Bocialist Youth
of Spain and of the World!n

THE ANARCHIST POSITION

The Anarchist Libertarian Youth distributed
leaflets with the following comments on the Confe-
rence at Valencia:

oThat they are nol the yoiuth of lomorrow i shown by
their attempt io revive democracy. Every time they speak of
the parliamentary, democratic republic in Spain, they stab the
heart of the heroic revolutionary people who are fighting for
thetr liberiy. It is a erass error in the twenticth century to try
to umite the Spanish vouth in the name af such a diseredited
slogan as palriotism,

The Anarchists paper, SOLIDARIDAD OBRERA,
commenting upon the speech of Carrillo to the Nat-
ional Youth Conference, says:

«Reformist Quackery. The destinies of the
working class cannot be played with so frivolously as does the
Compade Carrillo. If the United Socialist Youth are not So-
cialist, nor Communist, nor Marxist, what are they? The only
{hing that is clear in all thig is that they want o go back, on
aceount of their mental cowardice, to the good old days of
the Workers' Hepublic of all Classes. This cannotl be folerated,
Socialist Comrades; it will not be teleratedn.
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Conference of Town Councillers

More "han a bhundred municipal representatives of the Parly
{rom a8 many Town Cotnclls, gathered in Bareelona on Janu-
ery 10th to d scuss the problems which the Revolution has placed
before the ‘I'c-'-t-:'l Councils. Comrade Tuzsd and the Commdes
of the Central Mun'c pal Commit ee of the Party. Bonel. Martl
Quer and I)‘tra presided. The information given and the prin.
ciples approved by the delegates can be used by the Party in
preparing the resalu‘ion to be adopted by the next Congress
It was ciear that our party comrades, working in the Town
Connells, have done an excellent plece of revolutionary work

The high ponts were furnished by the delegations of Al-
farras. Manresa, Si°ges, Sabadell. La Bisbal, Bonmati, Vendrell
Palafrugell and Rubl, These towns provided examples of the
municipalizat'on of real estate and farm iand, and the return
of the [ruit of the soll to the peasants; of the centralisat'on
by the Town Council of the taxes to be paid to the State and
the Covernment. and the applcation of one per cent of the
indostrial production to the pavment of municipal taxes; of
the municipalization of publ'c utilities; of a five per cent iax
on the Eberal professions and on the salaries of workers above
o certa'n level: and comnvercial taxes,

The Conference continued throughou® the morning and
afternoon. and approved the following principles 1o serve as o
basis for the munic pal programme of the next Party Congress

L. The town should be governed by a Councll comiposed of
delegates of factory and shop workers, peasants and soldiers,
Every fown should elect s Council in accordsnee with this
principle, in order to eliminate from the munfeipal government
elements nol belonging to the working-+lass,

2. The Town Council, being the genuine medium of expres
sion of the will of the workers, shall cencentrale in [ls hands
the political, executive and judic'al power,

I The Council shall municipalize real estate, and shall
administer the publ'c services, and shall make a direct and ani-
fied payment of the taxes due to the Central Government and
the Stale.

1. The Town Council, or the Trades Unions in collaboration
with the Council, shall control the gas and waler serviees, Lhe
municipal transport, health services, holels, cafes and restaur
ants, and other services of purely local scope.

f, Taxat'on of those services which cannod be municipalized,
such a8 electric’ty and general transporl, whose aclivity falls
outside the area under the contrel of the Town Council,

6. Direct tasation of industry, commerce, the so-called
liberal professions and real estate,

7. Monopoe'y of local commerce, centralization of people’s
food supplies, and conirel of disiributive agenc'es; the co-oper-
atives to be glven the fusk of muonicipal distribution, with an
agreement concerning the division of profiis.

£ The Town Counc'l shall encourage general cullure in
such lields as the Central Workers' and Peasanis' Governmeni
is unable to cover, helping to establish nursery schools, kinder-
garlens, technical and professioinal schools and libraries,

8. It shall likew'se organize healih services, sanitary serv-
joes and social assistance, in such & way as o obla’n the great-
sl benefit for the workers.

10, A Central Municipal Secrefarial was sel up by the
Party, under the charge, for the presentl, of Comrade Tomas
Tussi,

Municipal Co-operatives

The village of Rubi haz taken a step forward on the
roag of reveluton. In a meeting of the town council on
“January 14th, an agreement was reached to set up an Aunthor
ity for organ'zing the Generdl Cooperative of Consumption and
Distribution of Rubi. This project had been submiitted by
the P. O. U. M. reprezentatives of the town council and accep
fed uranimous'y by the other comrades of the ¢ N, T.. the
Esfjuerra, the Acecid Catalana and the Agricultural Unlon.
With' the creation of this General Cooperative, private com-
merce will automatically  disappear from Rubi,

RESOLUTIONS OF

From December 20 to 25, the Enlarged Central Come-
mitter of the P. O. U, M. was in gession af Barcelona,
deftning the attitude of owr Party toward the momen-
lols problems focing e workers of Spain and e
world. In the last issne we pregemted the Resolution on
the Initerna’ Situation. Is view of their historic fmpor-
tangce, we shall contiiume ging the resolutions, They
should be studied by every worker

On Municipalities

With the revolution, the time has come (or the Therian
municipalily o take on the character of a political adminis
tralive body, representing the collective interests of the com-
munity. 1 was robbed of thal characler by the governments
of the Monarchy, priests and landlords, and by the capitalist
republic. Now the creative spirit of the working class has
crushed the town overdord and tas collector, o make place for
the new municipality, a cell in the new society.

The Central Committee has studied and discussed ip de
tail the important matter of the municipal policy to be follow.
ed by our party, In the building of socialism, the municipality
has a leading rale to play; il musi elarify confused amd errone
ous posit'ons assumed in the early phase of ihe revelubionary
organization of (he economy, Above all (he function of the muni-
cipality in ihe building of socialism is Uo throw light on the
kind of work the trade unions must contribube toward our
revoluiion,

A bhasic guestion ‘s (he oniformity of the work (o be done
by all the comrades of our parly whoe hold seals on the town
councils, This uniformity, of course must nol overlook the spe-
cial Teatures of he various lowns,

With this in mind, the Central Commiltee charges the
Execulive Commitles to ecall a conference of the Town Coun
cillors belong ng to the P, O, U, M, to discuss and draw up
provisisnal conclusions—to be valid till the next mesting of
the Parly Congress—upon the Tollowing basis:

1. The municipality musi be the genu' e representative
of the workers' democraey.,

2. The municipality should be the collective enlerprise of
ithe communiiy.

8 The intervention of the municipalily in the buollding
of sociallsm should Include the municipal operat’on of pablic
services and such industrial sctivity as can nol be collectivieed
by the workers

A4, Abolition of the tiny munleipalit'es, based only upoen
geographical proximily, wherever thal corresponds  betler (o
the needs of the soc alist econoemy,

= i ————— e

On Trade Unions

After a careful examination of the Trade Unioons policy (e
be adopled by the Party ln the conditions ereated by the e
vilution, the enlarged Central Commities declres:

Al That the Unlens have lost their chiarecter as instruments of
the struggle agninst pitali=m in the economie Held.

by That they have become organisations  throagh  which, in
reality, the new sconomic strocture is be'ng buill up.

¢ That they have ool yel lost thelr characler as instromenis
of the eclass struggle,

Tak ng these fundamental principles as a basis, the Central

Coemmiilee decides:

1. To appoinlt a Union secretarial,

2. To organise fractiens in the unions, locally and in the var-
jous indusiries,

3 To remain in the U, G, T, and to hasten the entry inte
lhial body of the old unions of the F, 00, 11, 5, (United Work-
ers’ =Syvodicalist Federation).
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On Agriculture

The delegates to the Central Committee have fully ds-
cussed abd considered the present situation of the working-
class in general and of the peasants ‘n particular, since the

imtter suffer most directly from the present confusion and lack

able leadership, and from the reformist and counter
and the U €5, T., as well as from
the premature lorced collectivieation imposed by some of the U, N T
Unions. We have accepied the following program. to be pal inio practice as
soon as possible in ordier 1o end this stave of afiairs and 1o avoid a still mpie
dangervus sHiatioins laler on

1. Complete appreval b given o the conclusions of the
PFarty Agrarian Conference, held al Barcelona on the 15th of
November, as published in the Parly press iSee THE SPANISH
REVOLUTION for November 25th, Vol I, No &,

2 In line with the first of these concluslons, an educal-
jsnal program should be pressed with all the means al ouar
command, through the press, platform and rad'e, in favoer
of sovialiving the ownership of the land and puiting an end
to the series of aboses thal have Tollowed the regquisitioning.
which create ill-will among the prasants, making them in fact
enemies of the revolution,

3 The red'stribution and collectivization of the land must
be realized through the irade unians,

L In view of the uneasy psyeholegical stale of the peasant
masses, they must be assured the (ruit of the labor on the
land which they cullivate, with no one clse laking the leasi
part of it

4. Cooperatives should be ereabed within the irade unlons,
among whom the sections of our party should intensify their
work of education by adapiing themselves o the oullook of
the agricultural workers, and pressing for the immediate
ellmination of the series of parasites whe explail the consumers
and producers as middle men,

6. We lend our support lo collectives, formed after o care-
ful study of the conditions and possibilities has assured a larger
return than individus]l cultivation.

7. We shall vontinue the campaign for the complele real-
ization of the compulsory trade union decree, with the ultimate
formation of & single Agricultural Undon in each localily, which
fs the only way to end the disorder now reigning in most of
the Cotalan country-side, as well as oulside of Catalonia,

. We shall study the feas'bility of appointing one com-
rade in each rural disivicl o act as Agrarian Secrelary for
pur party, amd to find the special characteristics of thatl area
which might reguire changes in these conclusion before adopt-
ing them there,

mevolutionary polkdes of the P, 5. U C

4. To make the internal adminisiralion of the U. G. T. as
democratic as possible, to arrange as many meetings as pos-
sible, and, i necessary, io demand them.

5. To hasten the progress of collectivisation by federat’ng in
each district the colleetivised pnderlakings belonging o one
industry, in order to centralise production and distribution,
a% an interim stage on the way lo socialism,

6. To appoint a Comm'ttee of Economicr Hesearch, having as
ils object the svstematisation of the tasks (o be carried out
in thg new eeonomic phase,

7. To make public the reformist coonomic policy of the present
leaders of the U, i T, and the P, 8. U, C, to fight for the
independecce of the Union organisation, and to  insist
sirongly that a Congress of the U, G. T, be held.

#. To use the presenl favourable conditions for wnity of the
Unlons in order io hasten their fusion in one ceniral union,
to start & campaign of agitation and propagands, aiming,
as an interim arrangement, al the crealt’'on of a liaison
beiween the local branches of the U, G. T, and the €. N. T,
as well as the holding of jolnit meetings, in order Lo pre-
pare the way for a Congress to onite them.

5 To speed up production in all war industiies,

Agricultural Decree

In view of the urgent need, arising from the new situation
created by the popular reaction against the military rebellion,
to define the present righ's and obligations of the tllers of
the soll, the following docree 18 proposed by the Councillor lor
Agrculture, and approved by the Councll:

ARTICLE 1. All agricultural contracts which were in force
in Catalonia on the 19th day of July 1938 are considersd null
and veid. These include in general all those ngreements and
contracts by means of wh'ch the returns fram o plece of land
pged for agricultural purposes were nssigned in an oppressive
MANDET

ARTICLE II. While the Generality of Catalonia 5 not
. present legisloting fAnally on this question. the cultivators
now occupy ng the land are Uable for the land taxes and other
contributions dus to the State, Cenerality or muniepality.
which encumbered the sa d lands on the 19th day of July, 1838;
this decros, however, shall not add to the rights of the cultivat-
ors of the land

ARTICLE IIL Without the express au hority of the Go-
vernment of the Cenerality, no authority or organisation is
permitted ‘o colleet from  the cultivators any payment, in
money or in kind, by way of reny for the land of of special tax
n addit'on to taxes current on the 19th of July, 1936

ARTICLE 1V. All previous orders In conflic. with this
decree are abrogated.
Barcelona, January 151, 1837 J. Tarradellns, First Coun-

cillor, and José¢ Oalvet. Councillor for Agriculture, (Approved
by the Counctl, January Sth, 18375,

For Socialisation
and Redistribution of the Land

The situation in the courdry-side has changed mueh sinoe
the 18th of July. The peasants, withoul asking the permisstor
of anyone, have put a stop fo the pagment of rent; in part
they have redistributed the land omong those who had none,
takimg i jrom those who formerly erploited of wiith the eid
af hired day labourers, or from those who held too lorge an
amount to cultivate of ficiently

The Councll of the Generallly hos wow lesued o decres
which attempts fo give lepal status o this action  carvied
ot five months ago by the agricillural workers,

Continuing its custom, fhopever, of tagring behind everts,
ingtead of selling an erample,  refuses o recoghize Il
need of a more equitable distribution of the land, even though
m the secomd article of the decree (f i3 stated that Che
peasants who are in possession of the land al present haisd
fo pay the tares (mposed by the State, Generality or Munigipy
ality. In faet, the only thing it does s to recognize thelr right
to conbinue in possession, fnosmuch as i does not fake (nfo
account the. facl that the amount of land may jor ereeed
gheir ability fo work i, if recognises the right of some loners
to continue the erploffation of the land oith labour other
than thetr oun

The socialization of the whole of the land should be the
fiest in the series of actions that must be faken if it i really
intended (o soiisfy the agriculftural workers, M makes no
difference whether the lond-owoner (8 o foseist or nol. Does
the tenaht have lo pay any less to the one than (o the other?
It is the same to him whether he is exploited by a foscist or
a repebiionn.,

Ii thiz step iv nof taken immediofely, serfous results will
follme. The eountryside i already disturbed by the apathy of
of ficial eireles fowards the demands of the people, To attempl
to remedy thelr digcontent by laws wohich are absolutely
incongistent the position of the workers wonld be suicldal.

It is tmposgible o relveat from the path already taken.
Forceful action in accord with the workers’ demands at the
fromt ond behind the lines i imperative, This means social-
{zation of the londed property. not the creation of few
owners. The material possession of the land 8 nof the
peasants’ oim. What they want is the assurance of no more
hunger, The peasant docs nof need property-titles fo lve, but
he dock need land to work, where he can live peacefully,
with to fear, no injustice, and with the certaintly of being
rewarded for his efforta with cultural and economic progress,



b THE SPANISH REVOLUTION

MNP 2

T BT SRR
Revolutionary

Morals...
AT

Marriage

Ch Perao pogqualinted with Latn or Balkanp couniries
N T e thi gnificance of modern marriage
I It e a! domination. The new marriage laws

1 fEA] san weddings celebrated before respons.ble
radd [ or cal bodies, as well as chiefs of miltary
columns. are reproduced in part on this page. 8'nce Comrade
Nin decres granting full legal rights at « ghiesen vears (See
THE SPANISH REVOLUTION, wvol I, no, 6 Nov., 24), persons
of Lhat age may marry wi'houl parental conseht. Due bto this
» the new divoree laws and to the general psychology of
evolut freedom, the marriage rate has increased enorme-

v. A corresponding increase in the crop of bables s ex

woled this spring
Divorce
Divorce w not possble in the davs of the Monarchy

April. 1931, under the Republic, it was possible, but very

clilf K ve Lo oblain. The resulting peni-up resiraint
i me evident with the flood of divorees immediately
fter e W eV ary o vorce decree was instituted. No
It l-mate wiples réquired to pretend to live together
h [ I il ilegal love on the side. Today a glance
i he  divi il's showg that only fAve minutes are
required (o oblaln a dive There can be no guestion that
prost tution declining from the tremendous proportions [t
has hitherto held, in spite of the additional 'mpetus it recelves
fron \ ne situntion, and it 1s eertaln that more happy
Tamille will re t from these measures. 8'nee now the |'|1|i|lfi'
ealizes that only U mu‘ual feel'ngs. and perhaps the ap
proval of their acqgualntances, binds them together, the divoree
rate will fall again, as in the Sovie* Union. to a paint below
that of such countries as the Un'ted States

Abortion

Ano'her forward step loward freedom achieved In the
new abort'on law in which the Catalan Councillors of Health
ind  Justioe have decrsed standards for legal abortion This
reform has: two aspects. In the firsi place, 1t will ralse abort

m Trom the underground existence of a clandealine traffie

with h 15 risks for the mother., and place ¥ upon
evel o iee, In the seeond place, abortion ean
b emrr ed for therapeutic and eugenic reasons
bu’ Also for pose of voluntary birth control

While Switzerland, Ceechoslovakin and even the U. 8.8 R
1imit The pracliee of abort'on, Catalonia sets up a popular ser-
viee for the artificlal interruption of pregnancy, the only lmits
I three months duration of the pregnancy or else serious
tal or bodilv ailment of the mother.

A filing card of medical and psvchological data, from those
mothers who are w'lling to give il, wll w'thin a few months
permit a statistical s'udy of the pesvehologieal motives and
somatie factors which lead to the practice of abortion.

Freed of Capitalist and Clerical Domination, such are
he attempts of the Catalan Workers to build a New World .

Marriage Decrees

The new revelutionary legal siructurve musy take inte
count (he regulation of family relations wi shull be estal-
lished on ihe principle of the freedom of the married parties

Since July 15th, 1936, the people have been adopting atdl
iudes toward (amils agrevment with  these
leleals,

For (his reason many  marringes  have  been '
under the authority of responsible committees of trade unions
and politieal parties of the anti-fascist front of Catalonia,

Therefore, In view of the asplirations of the working class
and In order that the formal initiation of marrvied life may
be recorded with the civil author ties, the Cooancillor of Jusi
e, in accordance with the Council of the Generality, decrees:

relations move i

contracted

Article 1: The marringes celebrated  before  responsible
commitiees of politieal parties and frade unions participating
in the fght against Cascism, shall have Mol ecivil effect in
respecit Lo the persons and inherftance of the marvied prties
and their descendenis.

Art'cle 11 The People's Judge of the Disteict shall altend
the marriage ceremony referred (o o the procesding  article,

The judge may however delegale any person of Tull eivil
vapacity who merits his confidence

Article 101 siates the necessily for acguainting the People’s
Court of Intentlons to be marvied twenly four hours In ol
vinee,

Articles 1V The pranlitieal
parties and trade unlons Oghiing aguinst Tascism, which hiave
celebrated marringes before this decree, shall send (o the eivil
registrar of the Peaple's Courd of the district where Lhe vonl
racting parties ve, o d.||||II|.'.|.l|" of the marringe record o e
placed on file

Barcelona, dhclober 2,
Tustics, Andres MNin

respons'ble  commitlees of  Uhe

1R, T uis Companys; Coanelllor of

Article 1: The heads of columns, commanders of the army,
chiels of armed bodies or persons  delegated by same can
authorize marriage of militia men, seldicrs and individoals of
the armed Torees Gl the froml wishing o conteael I||:|rrh|‘r
amd presenting the legal regu’sites,

Barcelona, Octaber 2, 1836, Andres  Nin, Councillar of
Justice,
A New Inquisition
The parts of Spain under the Generals are showing a

medieval atmosphere. Persecutions and Inouisitens are the
order of the day. The so-called «Official Dailye of the Burgos
Junta publishes an order that all Anarchist and Communist
books be burned within forty hours



M2 2

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION

Revolutionary Justjice

In Catalonia, (he workers have achieved a number of
tilalne class conguesis, in the soonomic and social fOelds, as
well as in the spheres of publ.e arder and of military and
juecic.al aflairs, In these feds he republicans and reformists
ar W endorce o bAcEward move Loey are allempling
o the caplialisi-democratic positéon. They have a
plan and & programme
We have oltenn had occason W point out the revo.ui
il working-class just.ce which

Ary oconguests Iin the held of

wibe dchleved Cats 1l while our ocomrade Nin was
( cillor of People's Courts, which we
IION, Vol 1, No. 2, Octo
L itribution. These courts
i 1 i m. They are a revalul
ala slrument in e hands of thi
I B e present PEU.C. Coun
1} W L arm il
' L] lion of Vidiella for Nin as Councillor of Jus
il i (' m ik 1§78 ol J:u'l':um:..-a
i w LT w P8 U aking the place
he P .0 M. We regrel o say ey do not hald the
LITLE Fevv, LT CCeEpLlon  « LA R g  prevadled
since July 18th, They h eded Lo Peo W Lhe
| Worging-cla EUce whilch our ocomrade d inaug
Ihe P 8. U, C. pr reports wthelr new councillor as saying
Justic i3 absolutely Lhe ame s formerly T'he same code
o iaws, penal and civil, the same procedure, penal and civil
LI SEET ribunalss He makes this false statement when all

Wi how noior

I police] No country in E

were the old Spanish

had such b deep-rootisd

Cipilalist  Justice was
We do nol wish w iden-

iy LNeE Tew L wilkh Lhe o.d Spandsh justice
alin 1 he himss iries Lo do s0. He admits that yel an-
oler new  judicial syvstem will be necessary, By whalt means
viild  he maki s relorm? «In the first places, he says,
onels epongdered punishab misl have punishments which

| | hiose: ol e penal systems now in forces What
are e pena YElem RTHL U T hose in [arce in CAp-
IElisl counirics, Ari nese Lhe L introduced nto

B country in the full current of revo

He went on lo say: «It is decree
ihe Pe Pl LA
in support of
mean? In Nin's di
COurt mus

IR TEE LT

the members of
cannot be.ong o any Party which s acting

Hmer What does this
I Was Tuled that the members of the
least two years, Lo some
against Fasclsm, in order to
ernsure Lhe.r political and revoluticnary soundness. The reform
which WVidiell;
nvowed Fascists, Th

ascism al the present

have nged, for at

§ ErVIng L3

oduoe

wolid  ondy  excluds
af professional  judges
and the clerks have nol been o nt fascists. But they have
eEen o W wrviee Of the capitalists, Can thev be
o return to the administration of justice?

We will not insist further upon the reactionary charncier
af this reform. We o sAY LCaL evernls are showing that we
were right, Ii n ol repacing Nin amd
the P. O U. M. in the CGouncil of the Generality, bul rather

ol changing Lhe re which ||]-':\\. represented

gre@l 1T

allered

ibonary policy

Te Help the P. O. U, M.

We request the comrades
al thelr

e Ving bundles o et us Enow
arrival
slOppages

imber and date of receipt. There have
ey which we cannot remedy unless we know
about them. In sending money for the hulletin, or as help
for the P. O. U. M. we advise that the Independent Labour
Pariy, 33 St Bride 5L, London, has agreed to act as & for-
warding agent. That is the safest channel, We have naol
billed the comrades receiving either bundles or single COpies,
but are asking them to pay us the proceeds of sale or what
they can. Groups raising other money as well for the P. Q.
U. M. may ear-mark the appropriate amount considered as
paymenl for THE SPANISH REVOLUTION

/DUCIPLINA

JOCIALI

Sell Our Bulletin

I'HE IPANISH REVOLUTION
booated  our frculation from 22000 w 2000 I the last two
weeks Orddier Alrica

The wvariely of revolultionary groups rallying around the P

Fresh orders (oo have

include South Palestine and Sweden
O U M is amazirg As an exampoe, we gel an
copled of each lssue [From the Marxist
kN aWe hove o commibtes which s buss
and clothing for the P, O, U, M
you on the question of i
the P. O U M

Spain which

order for 123
Chroup al Crovier w i
collecling  maney
Deapite our differences with
Inteérnational, we shall

A pacsirt
DeCcRse Wi

stands for the Boclalist Revolu'lon,s

THE SPANISH REVOLUTION can be had through our
agenis Tor iwo pence or five cents o copy, Order Trom;

The Independent Labour Party, 35 S0, Bride 54, London

The Marsist League, 238 Edgeware Road, London, W, 2

The Labor Book shop, 28 F. 12th Sitreel, New York City,

The League for o Revolutionary Workers' Party (U, 85, 126
E. lith Streel, New York Cily,

The L. B. W. P,

Friends of Spaln, 2007, Maple Ave., Evanston, 1linoeks,

(Canada), 4, Irwin Ave, Toronto, Ontario,

The Y. P. 5. L. 549 Itilllrlnl]1h =i, Chicago, 11k

THE SPANISH BREVOLUTION, 10 Rambla de los Estudios,
Barcelona, =

L,

Dher agenis are requesied, Money for the PALUM, can be
sent by money order or the American Express Co, o the LLP.
London, to be forwarded to us here,
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NEWS AND NOTES

An American, Editor oi LA BATALLA

An American comrade, Joseph M. Esiuder, who was
affiliated with the Revolutionary Weorkers' League n New
York, has arrived and taken up his new position as managing
editor of LA BATALLA, the central argan of the P. O. U, M,
He has brought to it the snappy journalistic set up, so fam.
iiar to American and English readers, but litlle krown in
Spain. The 30000 Barcelong readers of LA BATALLA are
now greeted each morning with the most attractive paper
in Spain.

The P. O. U, M. Press

Beside s Central Organ, LA BATALLA. the P, O U M.
has twenly five publications today, nclud.ng six loeal dally
papers and severm] week ies ard such specinl organs as the
four foreign language bulletins. Since last July the press of
the P. O 0. M has undergone & prodigious deve'opment.
All of these publications are directed by tried. responsible
militants, impregnated with the genéral politieal line of the
party and with the fundamental problems of the war and
the revolution. Surday, January 17th, they all guthered at
the editoral offices of LA BATALLA in a press oconference
of the P, O, U. M.

The problems of publicity and education in the present
revolutionary situntion, as faced by the party press as well
as the gquestion of the so-called anti-fasclst papers that have
been turned Into the organs of olher parties by  reformisg
manoeyvres, were discussed, Plans were made for technieal
improvemerts which will make the press of our parly worthy
of the revolution,

Aiter Franco

With grest enthusinsm, the workers of Castillanroy irear
Huesta) have organized s new section of the P. O, U. M., in
a part of Aragon recaplured by the workers militia, Avr the
same tme the youth have gathered into the ranks of the
revalution by setting up a sectlon of the Iberian Comamunist
Youth.

New York Comrades

A comrade serving in the militla on the Aragon Pront,
M. Lestez, wanis to get in touch with his brother, Joseph
Lesh, whom he thinks may be known by members of the Soc.
lalist Party in Brooklym. Please send any Information to
this office,

MORE PAMPHLETE ON SPAIN

Why Bishopse Back Franeg by John MoGovern, MP. A
very readable 13-page pamphlet on the position of the chureh
in Bpain. Recommended for those who talk of «Red alrocities
against the Church.e Price, two pence — hall penny post free
or 1/6 a dogen from the Socialist Bookshop, 35, St, Br.de street,
London, E C. 4.

Spain’s Challenge to Labour by H. N. Brailsford. Brailsford's
offensive against non-intervention. Published by the Soctalist
League, 3. Victoria Street, London 8. W, at one penny,

Br.lish Medical Ald for Spain. This s a graphie, lusirated
negount of the work of the unit in Spain, Profits on the pam-
phiet go to the B. M. A. funds. Prics 3d. from the gNews Chro-
nicles, London.

A Lead to World Socialism. The interesting report of the
Brussels Congress against War angd Fascism, The speeches
of Comrades Jullan Gorkin and Fenner Brockway are given
in [ull. FPor revolulionary socialistas who desire to understand
the worid situation today and especially the true position of
the Spanish workers' siruggle Jor fredom. Published by the In-
ternational Bureau for Revolutionary Socialist Unity, 32 pagey
price 6d. Write to the I. L. P. or {0 our Editorial offices for

supplies.

Council of the Province of Valencia

The Councll of the Provinee of Valercin has been [ormed
with the following organzations participating: fve seal o
the € N. T. (the Anarcho-Svadlealist Unions), fve to (he
U, G T (Sosialist Unions), one to the F, A L ithe Anarchist
Pederation), one for the Left Vaencians two for the Valeneia
Left. oie for the Secialist Party, one for the P, O, U, M., one
for the Syndicalist Party, and one for the Republican Union.
The Communisi and Spanish Republican Left Partles have
not designated their representatives because they would not
accept each a sing'e seal on the Coungl]

The Tirst meeting was presided over by the Governor who
appaointed Comrades Miro of the C. M. T, and Carboners of
the U, o T. as vioe-presidents. Comradies Sixto Rabinat af
the P. O U M, was named as secretary, A commities wos
appolnbed o suggest Lthe disiribution of the portfollos,

New Council of Castellon Province

On January 18th, the new provinelal Councll for Caste-
Lo was formed with three representatives of the U, G, T,
three of the C. N. T. and one ench of the following part.es:
Communist, Socialist, Left Republican, Iberign Anarchisi Fed-
érabon and PO U. M

Fleeing from the Fascists

The mornle of [ascisis is best shown by the desertion of
saldlers fromn thelr ranks. The number coming over a8 sur-
prigmg in view ol Lthe dangers aond dilhicoiues nvolved.

Usually the soldiers bring their guns with them. They
come under cover ol darknoess and pow of the dense winler
fog. cometimes they get away by leaving their gun bohingd
them and pretending o g oul 1y search of kindling wood
That ls an ordlaary event, but the other day we hag o enrlons
Cae,

In the advabes lnes of Che Batadlion of Manresa, which
hiolds & part of the Huesca sector, a soldier presented himsell
with Jour guns, two hand grenades, and Tour gun jocks. The
militlamen were surprizged to see o oman so heavily londed, es
pocially since (he [nscists are Keeping o close jook-out to
prevent desertlons,

He explained himself in thig way, «There were ImMany occi-
mans when 1 could have come over with just my own gun, but
1 thought that would not be enough, 1 walted fof o chance 10
bring four guns. T almost gave up that plan though, becalse
they watched me too closely,

aThe [ascists have mposed o reEn of error moreg bars
Barous than vou can imagines, he said, «Only o stubborn per-
son can resis; L Perhaps vou can bear to see a man shot, but
not ehlldren. T mever used to believe the gecounts of [ascisla
croelty in other couniries, ol now 1 can. 1 brought you four
guns and myself and that woag the best 1 eould do, But please
don't make me talk about thoss sad things, Let me lorgel
them.»

These were the wards of
months under [asclsm

For the International Working Class

In the attack on the Apiés hills and the village of Ideria
which_ in eo-operation with other P. ©, U M. {orces and with
the Red and Black column of the © N, T, we carrled oul
on the 5th January, our Swiss comrade, Gregor Boblloff and
our Czech ecomrade, Rudoll Hables were killed.

They have given us all an example of true revolutionary
youlh., Thev left their good positiors, their fathers, mothers
and children, and, under greal difficulties and without docu-
ments, they crossed (he varlous frontiers, in order to he'p
their Spanish brothers in the struggle against Pascism,

We will avenge them!

The P.0O. U. M. Shock Batallion, ROVIRA, Huesca Front

n saldier who had Hved several

Trp. Mova [hérls ¢ Barcelona (Espafia)



