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The New Municipal Organization in Catalonia

The fascist uprising which started the present revolution
found the working class withoul those organs of power which
could be substituted for the bourgecis regime. The obstinacy of
cértaln workers' organizations, in systematically blocking the
path of the proposed Workers' Alllance, wias a4 SeriQus error.
Now it 15 plain that we wers right when we sald that the War-
kers' Alliance would be the future organ of power. It was neces
anry, however, Lo improvise. As soon a3 the [ascist movement
broke out, the workers' organizations preceeded quickly to set
up o unified committess, on whicn all of them were represented,
preserving their relative forces in each locality. Nevertheless.
the creation of these new organs of power did not lead to the
suppression of the old ones, due possibly to the representation
an them, with . majority, of our alles the middle class and
petly bourgeols.

Onee the revolution is under way, dual power, a classical
phase af the pre revolution, his just the opposite effect to
that ntended. Two months of revolution. and clvil war have
amply demonstrated the danger of such dual power. There has
been invasion of spheres, confusion of responsibility and du-
plication of activity,

There was no town, ol least n the region of Gerona, where
there was not & central commities with subcommittees of war,
labor, supplies, and Nnance, each with its little army, Besides
each commitiee had a separnte headquarters Each made its
own code of rules and would brook the interference of nothing
Or no-one.

The Central Anti-fascist Committer at Barcelona was dis-
solved as & logical consequence of the new government or Coun-
cil of Generality. One of its principal aims was to stralghten
out tangled governmental situation in the towns. In this they
had the forturate example of the Town Council of Lérida,
where the comrades, as they have dohe ih 30 many flelds,
showed the way.

Lérida at first found the political directlon in the hands of
thé working class while at the same time the bodies of the
local government had not been dizcarded. The town govern-
ment has now been put under the power of the workers and
direct represeriatives of the proletarian organizations adminis-
ter the life of Lérida. The Town Council, though it is not very
old, has nevertheless accomplished an important work. It was
formed September 9th. and since then has not paused o mo-
ment in studving the subjects related to the municipal pro-
blems of our people and in finding solutions adequate for, and
in line with, the present revolutlonary moment.

Here are the more important resulis:

Concentration Camps

Alter repeated efforts we hoave discovered the truth about
the situntion in the Canary Islands, The revolution there was
nipped in the bud, 1300 trade unionists and members of wor-
kers' political parties being thrown into prison on the eve of
the military rising, including the best leaders and the maost
résponsible comrades of our movement. Naturally this handi-
capped our cause, and the people, disarmed two months pre-
viousy, were unable to beat back the armed insurrection.

On the night of July 18th, the Governor and Mayor were
arrested and imprisoned. Even today no one knows what has
happened to these two men; it is supposed that they have been
shot, ns is always supposed when the fate of anyone i3 unknown.

Under the leadership of Lisutenant Campos of the Assault
Guards an attempt was made by 4 small number o workers
and soldiers to rise agains: the fascists. Most of these men
however were betrayed. !mprizsoned and shot Within a few
hours the prisons were crammed with workers. S0 great was
the number of prisioners that the fascist were lorced to open
concentration camps in which the workers were put to hard
labor. The elothing glven to the workers was quite inadequats
and after long hours of toll they were obliged o sleep out in

Organization of town activities into five large departments:
economic, construction, culture, order, and provisions.

I. Abolition of all salaries and payment for municipal office
hiolders.

Transtormation of the well known dependency of the poor-
houses and reorganization of the transient bureaus.

Cancellation of the payment of pond and amortization
coupans due this year, o

Dismissal of Jud.cial employees,

Enroliment of all children of Lérida in schools and provi-
ston of adequate school facilities

Dissolutior. of the «School of Musics, o be replaced by
give that w.ll do honoer to Lérlda,

Concellation of the wine tax, the building tax, the te.
manis’ tex and suspension of the tax on new buildings not up
to specified standards

Construction of necessary roads though the irrigated lands

Suspension of supplemeniary payments and bonuses for
all classes of employees pending study of & new scale of sgla-
rles

Furthermore, the members of the Municipal Council are
continually searching in their departments, to discover other
necessary changes, as they are determined to realize & truly
revolutionary work.

The Council of the Generality had the Lérida experiment
i mind when it recently approved the two decrees, which may
be summarized as follows: New town Councils will be formed
throughout Catalonia of representatives of political parties and
antifaselst organizatlons with the same proportion as to the
number of posts as in the Council of the Generality (4 repre-
sentatives of the left republican parties. 2 representatives of
the IIlrd, International, 3 representatives of the C. M. T. or
anarchist trade unions. 1 representitave of the P, O. U, M, and
1 representative of the Union of Rabassaires, which is largely
under P. O. U. M.'s Influence),

This propertion is to be maintained until the Council of
the Generality has stud.ed and agreed upon the procedure by
means of which the political and workers' representatives will
b able to demonstrate their numerical force more exactly,

(The solutior. given, so far as the proportlioning is conecen-
ned does not exactly reflect the strength that any of the orga-
nizations hold in the various towns.)

These bodies are to take over,with full autonomy, the fune-
tions of municipal government, which have been defined as ad-
mintstration. culture, public works and defence: and all other
local committees, whatever their function, are to be dissolved.

in the Canary Islands

the felds w.thout shelter or cover of any kind. Under these
conditions many of the workers contracted preumonia and
others died from hunger. How could one expect them to be
well fed when the fascists themselves could not get enough to
eat due o the absence of foodstuffs on the Island? For a long
time it was Impossible to get eges, milk, potatoes, oil, ete.

August 15th was made g feast day and the occasion of chan-
ging*the republican flag for the royalist flag: a moving inci-
dent took place as the procesion went through the town. The
sister of Lieutenant Campos sprang out of the crowd and.
jumping onto the official car, tore down the royalist flag. She
was seized ard immediately executed like her brother.

Even the soldiers were disarmed because the chiefs fear-
ed they would rise against them. In the ranks there s & vio.
lent feeling against the fascists and thelr oppression. Sep-
tember Ind provided evidence of this spirit latent in the minds
of the working class. A few daoys earller an antifascist plot had
been hatched. Twao of the organizers were Captain Vega and his
son, a leutenant in the army. The arms. collected from the
soldiers and the shops, were distributed among the workers. In
the small hours of September 2nd the movement was to break
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The New School

DART 1

One of the geatest enemies of the Spanish proletriat in its
fight against fascism i3 ignorance and illiteracy. We intend to
publish a series of articles in THE SPANISH REVOLUTION,
on this very important questiorn.

THE OLD SCWOOLS

Of all the countries of Europe, Spain has the highest per-
centage of illiteracy, almost hall of the population being unable
to read or write, compared with 2% to 5% in most European
countries, Only one other country surpassed Spain in illite-
racy and that was Russia before the revolution, and when the
workers had triumphed there, education became one of the
problems to which they devoted the most careful attention.

In Madrid, before the revolution, over 50,000 children had

never attended school, while in Barcelona, according to offie-
inl statistics, the number reached 70.250. The school bufld-
ings were totally inadeguate, often the poorest buildings in
the town —veritable pig-sties— lacking in the most elementary
hyglenic conditions or educational facilitles. In Barcelona the
model schools are palaces, but there are scores of state schools
stuck in dirty apartment buildires, in narrow alleyways, where
the =sun and fresh air cannot penetrate.

The teachers in the state schools were among the lowest
pald of Bpanish officials The lowest pald policeman received
T1 duros (355 pesetas) compared with the teachers’ 47 duros
per month, The average salary of the post. telegraph and finan.
cial employees was 5000 pesetas per vear, while the average
teacher received no more than 3.500 pesetas. 88 % of the teach-
ers, nccording to 1935-°36 figures, received less than 5.000 pese-
las per year

Thousands of childrer without schooling; those in the scho-
ols housed in inadequate buildings; teachers receiving a mi-
serable pittance in return for their services —that was a pie-
ture of the Spanish schools, Can the reader wonder at the slave
mentality and intsllectual poverty that these conditions fos-
tered?

THE SCHOOL UNDER THE REPUBLIC

What has the Republic done for education during the last
five years? It merely added the words glay and urifieds to the
old monarchist name of scompusory and frees. But In reality
everything went on as before. A free compusory school had
been one of the great slogans of the French Jacobins in 1783
A school free for all regardless of income, and [ree from the
influence of the church. If this was possible in the France of
1783 it was difficult ard almost impoasible for the Spain of
our day

The industrial bourgecisie had lost all its revolutionary
drive and had merged with feudalism. The republican petty

out. but once again treachery, in search of reward and promo-
tion, frustrated this valiant attempt. Before the appolried hour
Captair Vega and his son were arrested. together with the
other leaders of the movement. They were shot, together with
# great number of other workers in a hidden bul borrible mas-
SACTE.

The supreme chief of the fascists in the Canary Islands 1s
the infamous Colonel Caceres of dreadful memory. The crimes
he has committed aga'nst the workers of the Canary Islands
are legion

Various loads of munitions have been landed from a Ger.
man ship which up to the present has made five journeys each
way. The ship also brings ascist soldiers to the Island

The gbove information has reached ws throuch the medium
o/ Antomio Vi'a. a delepate of the C. N. T. Maritime [Union.
After being persecuted by the faselsis he escaped from the Ca-
nory [siands with severgl other comrades, m a smell boat af
night. They were picked up by a fishing-smack and landsd Rere.

bourgeoisie could not solve the school problem, nor any of the
problems facing the democratic revolution. Theoretical paper
solutions were its only contribution.

Its compulsory schools had no room [or thousands of chil.
dren; its free schools furnished no books or paper for the chil-
dren of the poor workers; its lay schools left the majority of
the children still e the ehurch schools, many of them simply
because they could not find a place elsewhere, The following
figures illustrate the situation in Barcelona which was typical.

HH.]ICE.I.GNL SCHOOLS | OFFICIAL : RELIGIOUS | PRIVATE
- ———

Children ﬂrt:ndinﬁ..i 190 129 1 462

I M.® of schools........| 33277 30.343 51.330

Moz of those classifled above as private schools were relig-
ious in spirit and directly supported by Cathaolle socleties.
Nothing was done to find a solution o this gquestion (which 1is
really the problem of the state and church in Spain) just as
nothing was done to lHguidate iIliteracy

The republie bullt only 5000 schools in five years. although
even the dictatorship of Primo de Rivern had averaged a thou-
sand schools per year. and the schools that were built were
poor and understaffed. The fallure of the republican petly
bourgeoisie to refom the schools is apoarent. In the dave of the
Jacobins free, compulsary and lay schools helped the bourgeol-
sie in thelr struggle against feudalism, Today it would help the
working class to free itself from class domination,

In a following article, we shall discuss the relation of the
school to the new soclety

{ To be continued)

An L L. P. Comrade Commanding Artillery

Comrade Martin, who came over with the sJoaquim Mau-
rine Ambulance, has after having served briefly with the
P. 0. U M. medical corps trasferred fo the artillery. He s now
dotng good work on the Huesea front. commanding the artillery
of the eMiguel Pedrolas column, Of the 50 comrades who work
with him, about 35 be'ong to the P. O. U M. and the others
to the . A. 1. Comrade Martin, who returmned to Barcelons
last week. on short leave, declared himsslf highly satisfied
with the courage and initiative of all these comrades,

Subscribe to «The Spanish Revolution»

The price i5 two pence or five cenis: it may be ordered
from The Independent Labour Party 35 Bt. Bride St., London
The Marxist League, 738 BEdgeware Read, London W 2

The Socialist League, 3 Vicioria 8. London,

The Labor Book Shop, 28 E. 12 th, 8t New York City and

The ¥. P. 5. L, 54f Randalph St. Chicago, IIL

Or you may write direct to us at 10 Rambla de log Es-
tudios. Barcelona, Bpain

Arms! Arms!! Arms!!!
We must Have Arms!
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NEWS AND NOTES

Comrade Trotsky and the Press

The Norwegian government. in the service of Stalinizm. is
preventing Leon Trotsky from defending himself. As & oconse-
quence of s decision not to allow comrade Trotsky to bring
a case for slander against a communist newspaper and a fas-
cist publication. declarations have been made by the Norwegian
government that the measurces taken against Trotsky are due
to diplomatic considerstions. The case {or sander. say go-
vernment officlals. might endanger the f(riendly relations
between Norway and the Soviet Union

Trotsky's legnl advisor is questioning the legality of the
decres

The U. S. A, Strikes

We learn with the greatest sympathy of the sirike being
carried out by the American seamen. The strike movement has
reached as far the gulfl of Mexico: we wisth it every sucess.

Toward a Revolutionary International

The International Congress against War and Fasclsm and
in support of the Spanish revolution ended its work on No-
vember 3rd. The question of aid for the Spanish workers wps
the main topic of discussion.

The first day Julian Gorkin of the executive committes
of the P O U M gave a full report of the situation in Spain.
The delegates, who had come from all the countries in the
world, unanimously acclaimed this report in the name of
milllons of workers

Three commissions were set up: one on the Spanish revo-
lution, oné on war and fasclsm, and one on the Russian gques-
tion.

The resolution on Spain was carried unanimously, as was
that on war and fascism. Finally, the discussion of the Rus-
sian situation was tabled until the next meeting of the Con:
ference to be beld at Barcelona, It was decided that the Inter-
national Secretarint of the P. O U. M., together with the
London Bureau should call this conference here lto examine
the conditions and to organize the forces working toward the
formatien of a really revolutionary international. The argan-
{zational committes consists of Comrades Gorkin, Brockway
and Walcher. The Spanigh delegation has been charged with
publishing the resolutions in the «Batalla» and in a pamphlet
to be distributed throughout the world.

The Brussels Congress, which took this step toward a
revolutionary workers international represents Marxist revolu-
tlonary parties and trade ynions of many countries: Germany
France, England, United States. Belgium. Sweden, Roumania.
pte. Workers everywhere awalt the developments which should
follow these declsions.

FORWARD TO THE WORLD REVOLUTION!

A column of 30.000 calalans

aln Caftalonias, sald «Solidaridad Obreras, the anarcho-
syndicalist organ. a few days before the anarchists entered the
government at Madrid, «the C. N. T. and the F. A I could
organise within a few davs a column of more than 30.000 men
who could drive the enemy back from the Madrid fronts and
through the Extremadura. Why isn't this done? Because there
are not sufficient arms in Catalonia and the Madrid Govern-
ment in ite present structure does not offer sufficlent guarantee
of responsibility, We know that outside Catalonia there are
arms to be had Why arent we given these arms? The war
is long drawn ont because the Madrid Government does not

know how to manage the war. Now is not the time for the
tricksters who have brought ruin to Spain. The only way to
save Bpain is to put its destiny into the hands of the workerss

Spanish exhibition in London

Two comrades have already arrived from London in co-
nection with the Spanish Revolution Exhibition shortly to be
opened there. Comrades Penrose and Fletcher are busy ool-
lecting exhibits from the P. O. U, M. and other workers' organ-
isations, Tt iz hoped., by various pleces of material evidence
to be produced before the British public, to cot the ground
from under the feet of Mr. Eden and his recent declaration
that he could find no proof of Itallan and German help having
been sent to the Spanish fascists

Comrade Smillie, likewise of the 1. L. P, has also joinsd
s in Barcelona where he i working eneérgetically for the
PO O M

The «Joagquim Maurin» ambulance

This ambulance, sent by the I L. P. as a present to their
comrades of the P. O U. M has already béen in service on
the Aragon front for some time now. Doctor Morros and com-
rade Eva, who are on the staff of the ambulance together
with other P. O. U, M. comrades, were under fire during the
whaole of our recent big attack on Huesca and served with
the ambulance in the front line. doing invaluable work in
caring for our wounded

INFORMATION BUREAU

We invite our readers to address questions about the Spa-
nigh revolution to our Information Bureau. care of THE BPA-
NISH REVOLUTION, 10, Rambla de los Estudios, Barcelonn.

I. — Is i1t true that Barcelona has been bombed? asks n
CHasgow reader,

With great frequency over the Beville radio, but not so far
A8 We Are NWare.

IT. — A letter from a comrade In New Jersev asks I we
eannot publish an artiele on the women fghting at the front,
if the reports are true concerning women militlans,

There aré a great many women fighting ot the front, in-
eluding volunteers from abropd. The are handling rifles snd
machin® guns in the Militlaz belonging to all of the workers®
parties throughout Spain. As to womens' militla, see our arti-
cle in this number aon the Womens' Secretariat of the
PO UM

IT1. — We have recieved several requests for additional
sources In English on the Spanish revolution,

We recommend the following pamphlets which we have

w8pot Light on Spaine by Jack Huniz, 30 pages; price 1d.;
Independent Labour Party; 36 Bride 8t. London E. C. 4,

This is the best analysis of the Spanigh situation that
we have found in English.

«The Civil War in Spains by Pelix Morrow, 4 pages:
16 conts: Ploneer Publishers. 100 Pifth Ave, New York. N. Y.

The background of the present eventa 8 very well trealesd
in this pamphlet.

#In Spain Nows by John McNair, including practical sug-
gestions for helping Spain by FPenner Brockway: 16 pages:
price 1d.: The Independent Labour Party.

a«Report and Pindings of the Committee of Enguiry into
Breaches of International Law relating to Intervention in
Spainn; 14 pages; 1d.; The Labour Party; Eecleston S8a. London.

We shall be glad to recieve any other material published
in English.

I. C. 5. L G + Bareelona (Espafia)




