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‘Shocking, compelling, and profoundly important’ ANNA FUNDER

‘With passion and forensic power, Jenny Hocking spells it out once 
and for all: the dismissal was a conspiracy; it was a coup d’état; and 
it was unconstitutional.’ GRAHAM FREUDENBERG

Here is the definitive story of the most divisive episode in Australia’s history—
the dismissal of Gough Whitlam’s government.

In her award-winning biography of Gough Whitlam, Jenny Hocking first 
revealed the astonishing secret story of the planning, the people—and the 
collusion—behind the removal of Gough Whitlam.

Now Hocking brings together this hidden history—a mixture of the unknown, 
the overlooked and the clandestine—to write a political thriller: the story you 
were never meant to know.

Jenny Hocking has written extensively on Australian politics and the dismissal 
of the Whitlam government and is best known for her meticulous research 
and narrative flair in her acclaimed political biographies—of Lionel Murphy, 
Frank Hardy and, most recently, her two-volume biography of Gough Whitlam 
(Gough Whitlam: A Moment in History and Gough Whitlam: His Time). Professor 
Hocking is Research Professor and ARC Discovery Outstanding Researcher 
Award (DORA) Fellow in the National Centre for Australian Studies at Monash 
University.
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Jenny Hocking will be available  
for interview from November. 

For more information please contact: 

Terri King at MUP  
on 0406 998 020 

or taking@unimelb.edu.au 
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Here is the definitive story of the most 
divisive episode in Australia’s history—the 
dismissal of Gough Whitlam’s government.

In her award-winning biography of Gough 
Whitlam, Jenny Hocking first revealed the 
astonishing secret story of the planning,  
the people—and the collusion—behind the 

removal of Gough Whitlam.

Now Hocking brings together this hidden 
history—a mixture of the unknown, the 

overlooked and the clandestine—to write a 
political thriller: the story you were never 

meant to know.
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‘Shocking, compelling, and profoundly important’
ANNA FUNDER‘With passion and forensic power, Jenny 

Hocking spells it out once and for all: 
the dismissal was a conspiracy; it was a 
coup d’état; and it was unconstitutional.’
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