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‘An extraordinarily personal account from the most unexpected of 
quarters.’— PETER FITZSIMONS

‘If you’ve ever considered a life in public service then read this 
book. Christopher Pyne is brutally honest, witty, and funny about 
the rollercoaster ride of life and politics.’—KARL STEFANOVIC

‘There really isn’t anyone else quite like Christopher Pyne. He is 
both more complicated and more charming than is immediately 
apparent from daily political dispatches. A Letter to My Children 
is useful because it addresses a question which has, in recent 
years, become an ever more puzzling one: Why choose a life in 
politics?’—ANNABEL CRABB

Why do seemingly intelligent men and women leave their families to spend 
more than half the year travelling to Canberra and spend night after night 
at electorate and campaign events? Surely there are easier ways to earn a 
living.
A Letter to My Children is Christopher Pyne’s candid account of how a belief 
in the power of public service, inspired by his crusading ophthalmologist 
father, led him to pursue a career in politics, driven by the ambition of 
leaving a legacy for the next generation.

Christopher Pyne is the Minister for Education and Leader of the House 
of Representatives in the Abbott Government. Christopher was elected to 
the House of Representatives for the seat of Sturt aged twenty-five. He was 
Parliamentary Secretary for Health and Minister for Ageing in the Howard 
Government. During that time he founded headspace: the youth mental 
health initiative. In Opposition he served as a senior Shadow Minister, 
most notably in Education and as Manager of Opposition Business in the 
House of Representatives. Christopher is married to Carolyn and is the 
father of Eleanor, Barnaby, Felix and Aurelia.
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Christopher Pyne will be available  
for interview during August. 
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