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‘Chris Bowen is the first candidate for Treasurer who has 
publicly studied his predecessors. The result is brilliant: it 
informs us as much as it undoubtedly did him.’ 
—ALAN KOHLER

‘In an era of tawdry politics, Chris Bowen stands out for 
his integrity, depth and insight: this book is an outstanding 
contribution to our political history.’ 
—LINDSAY TANNER

 
‘Australia is the only nation to have a treasurer running the economy. Every 
national government, of course, has a Cabinet-level office holder who is 
responsible for the economy. Most are called ‘minister for finance’. But 
while almost every soccer club, chamber of commerce and stamp collecting 
society in the world has a treasurer, Australia is unique in having one in 
charge of the country’s finances.’—Chris Bowen, The Money Men
 
The Money Men is the first in-depth look at the twelve most notable and 
interesting men to have held the office of Treasurer of Australia. Former 
Treasurer Chris Bowen brings a unique insider perspective to the lessons 
learned from the successes and failures of those who went before him.
Who does Chris Bowen think has been Australia’s most exceptional 
Treasurer? Containing revealing interviews with five of our most recent 
treasurers, The Money Men dares to answer that question.
 
Chris Bowen was elected to federal parliament as Member for Prospect 
in 2004 and McMahon in 2010. He was appointed to the federal Labor 
Party’s frontbench as the Shadow Assistant Treasurer and Shadow Minister 
for Revenue and Competition Policy in 2006, and appointed Treasurer by 
Prime Minister Kevin Rudd in 2013. He is the current Shadow Treasurer.

‘The way of the world is that prime ministers will always leave their dirty work to 
treasurers.’—John Howard
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