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I send greetings to those gathered for the World Congress of
Families X in Thbilisi, Georgia.

As the first sitting U.S. President to visit Georgia, I was honored
and humbled by the appreciation and enthusiasm expressed to me
by the Georgian people gathered in Tbilisi’s Freedom Square in
2005. Irepeat the words that I spoke to them then, 'Georgia is a
beacon of liberty for this region and the world. The path of
freedom you have chosen is not easy, but you will not travel it
alone ... the American people will stand with you.'

Around the world, families provide that beacon of freedom and the
source of help, hope, and stability for individuals and nations. As
one of the pillars of civilization and the bulwark of liberty, families
must remain strong and we must defend them. To ensure that
future generations are prepared to face new opportunities and
challenges, as President, I took steps to promote strong families,
preserve the sanctity of marriage and protect the well-being of
children. Laura and I have always believed in encouraging
adoption and supporting crisis pregnancy center programs to help
us continue to build a culture of life.

I commend your efforts to recognize the importance of families in
building nations. Your work improves many lives and makes the

world a better place.

Laura joins me in sending our best wishes.



