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Rebate freeze debate ignores radiology as 

patient gaps hit $100 
 
Radiologist s have accused bot h sides of  polit ics of  ignoring a looming healt h emergency, wit h 
pat ient  gaps for scans such as X-rays, Ult rasounds, CTs and MRIs now averaging $100. 
 
While elect ion debat es focus on rebat es for GP visit s and pat hology t est s, t he Aust ralian 
Diagnost ic Imaging Associat ion (ADIA)  says vit al diagnost ic imaging services are becoming 
more unaf fordable for everyday Aust ralians.  
 
“ We’ve hit  a regret t able milest one in Aust ralia, wit h gap payment s for diagnost ic imaging 
services now averaging $100,”  said ADIA CEO Pat t ie Beerens.  
 
“ People are right ly upset  about  t he t hree year f reeze on Medicare payment s t o GPs, but  no-
one is discussing t he fact  t hat  pat ient  rebat es for diagnost ic imaging have been f rozen since 
1998. 
 
“ Bill Short en is now on record saying t hat  t he Liberals’ plan will jeopardise Medicare, bulk billing 
and t he abilit y for people not  t o have t o pay up f ront  fees when t hey need a mammogram or 
x-ray - and t hat  Labor will put  people f irst . 
 
“ That  is encouraging in t heory, but  in pract ice neit her side of  polit ics has made a commit ment  
t hat  addresses t he enormous squeeze on millions of  pat ient s needing scans.”  
 
Ms Beerens said pract ices across Aust ralia remained ext remely concerned t hat  t he f reeze on 
pat ient  rebat es for diagnost ic imaging – which have been st agnant  for 18  years and are 
scheduled t o cont inue past  2020 – will cont inue t o drive more pat ient s away f rom essent ial 
diagnosis and t reat ment . 
 
“ The fact  is t hat  most  radiology pract ices are local businesses operat ing on t hin margins. This 
squeeze has been going on for t wo decades, and it  has t o end,”  Ms Beerens said. 
 
“ Pat ient s don’t  just  decide t o have a scan, t hey have t o be referred, but  government s have 
cut  so much money f rom t he syst em t hat  average Aust ralians are being priced out  of  healt h 
care. 
 
“ Sick people will avoid get t ing diagnosed, and t hat  will creat e huge long-t erm problems for our 
healt h syst em.”  
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