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Editorial Notes by Mike Glyer

LASFS at 75: The Los Angeles year or so ago and | saw some
Science Fantasy Society threw its items donated by Roy on ex-
75" anniversary bash at the Casta- hibit — the first time | knew
ways in Burbank on October 23. that part of his story.
Perched high on a hillside our ban- Len and June Moffatt fol-
quet hall had a vast scenic window lowed Roy. It was great to see
opening onto a magnificent view of them together - they've been
twinkling city lights, halfway to the part of LASFS for around 60
stars. years. Other speakers in-

Master of ceremonies John Hertz cluded John DeChancie, Karl
had not dressed like Beau Brummell Lembke (Chair of the LASFS
(though he sometimes does) which board of directors), Mel Gil-
he emphasized by pointing out den, Laura Brodian Freas,
“This is one of the rare occasions Larry Niven and Jerry
when Len Moffatt is better dressed Pournelle.
that 1.” John did wear his beanie, Larry Niven said in 1963
however, when he introduced our he decided he was going to be
first speaker, Roy Test. a writer and took the Famous

Roy at last got the attention he’s always desergedna of the Writers School correspondence course. He was then 25 yehrs ol
club’s founding members. Test and the late Forry Ackerman bdttaving met Ray Bradbury years before (they had the samerjlbet
attended the club’s first meeting in 1934. But Ackerman wals auc wrote him for advice, was referred to Forry Ackerman amied up
legend and a polished raconteur that he was able to ftifyspeo- attending LASFS meetings at the Silver Lake Playground. That
ple’s curiosity about the past. However, Roy’s storguge interest- opened the way to all kinds of adventures, and to meeting his future
ing in its own right. wife at the 1967 Worldcon. Larry said thegllen Angeléwritten with

After Hertz helped him up to the dais Roy joked, “I walittle  Pournelle and Flynn) embodied what he felt about fandom.
more agile when | first started reading sf stories.”refmembered a Jerry Pournelle quoted Heinlein to the effect th#t@s who read
preliminary club meeting at a movie theater one afternbtore of their own works in public probably have other nasty habits, but he
his memories were of meetings at Clifton’s Cafetefienvhe was 13 agreed with Niven's sentiments abdetllen Angels He too had
or 14 years old. He said his mother, Wanda Test, vatuedeto be joined LASFS in the Silver Lake days, when Paul Turner pras
club secretary as a way to come to the meetings “andtsatekind of moting the idea that we’d someday own our own clubhouse. Jerry
oddballs | was associating with. Maybe it didn’t occur tolhveas the said he grew up with a future - “I knew in the 40s | would tvesee
oddest one there.” the first man on the moon. | didn’t know I'd live to see thst lone.”

(Forry wrote inMimosa “That very first meeting of all was at- Although the future isn't what it used to be, “I think itlighere...
tended by nine people. There was a young fan named Roy TestCUme of these days we’ll find people who do believe it and iNget
was interested in Esperanto, so we called him ‘Espersi-Fis our future back.”

mother, Wanda Test, was our first secretary. In thosse dayhe Fannish entertainers provided a change of pace betveespehk-
1930s, Thrilling Wonder Storiesvas on our minds, so her minutesers. Lynn Maudlin sang “Gotta Kill My Clone” and “High Fron-
became known as ‘Thrilling Wanda Stories’.”) tier” (her response to the space shuttle tragedies). t&teryNick

Roy remembered discovering a used bookstore withva wb Smith spoke. Charles Lee Jackson Il reminisced about FokgrAc
very early sf pulps selling for 15 cents each. He workeadgiis sta- man. And throughout the evening letters were read from ountabse
tion for 10 cents an hour, so every hour-and-a-half he could ibuy driends: Ray Bradbury, Ray Harryhausen, Paul Turner.

other copy from the magazine’s first year of publication. | shared a table with Milt Stevens, Marc Schirneeiahd Joe Zeff,
When World War Il started, Test went into the Ar&iy Corps  and enjoyed seeing a lot of other long-time friends.
and trained to fly B-17 bombers. He is, in fact, still ativagilot in Thanks to Christian McGuire and Arlene Satin for teggellent

the Commemorative Air Force. Roy said he occasionatlg tn Rus- work organizing the event. And also for publishing the incredibfe
sian paratroop plane, the largest single-engine biplane iwdhd.  Anniversary Memory BookVhat a treasure that is!
By coincidence, | had toured the Planes of Fame museum io &hin
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JumpCon’s Senter
Pleads Guilty

Shane Senter appeared before a judge in
Hillsborough County Superior Court
(Nashua, NH) on November 23 to plead
guilty to two counts of felony theft and
two misdemeanor deceptive business
practice charges in connection with his
failed media convention, Jumpcon.

Through a previously agreed plea
bargain he stayed out of jail, receiving
four consecutive, 12-month suspended
sentences - provided he demonstrates
good behavior - and 14 years of proba-
tion on the four charges. Four of the
years of probation on the two misde-
meanor charges are to be concurrent with
the 10 years of probation Senter received
for the two felony charges. Senter was
ordered to pay $33,824.33 in restitution
to victims of Jumpcon.

He was also ordered to not own or
operate a business that would accept
payment “prior to producing promised
goods or services.”

Court-ordered restitution in this
criminal proceeding may not be dis-
chargeable by Senter's Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy.

force larger than the weight of
their climber.”

The NY Timescovered Kare's
victory.

Guy Nearly Goes
With the Wind

Guy Lillian 1l says he had never
seen a twister andegretted it
Then on October 29, while the
latest in a series of terrible thun-
derstorms was marching across his
section of Louisiana, Guy started
driving home from work down the
Old Benton Road and got caught
in something much stronger and
more dangerous than he expected:
“A trashcan lid spun over my
hood like a giant frisbee. The rain
turned white. The white became
opaque. | couldn't see the road. |
hit my emergency blinkers and
pulled over, hoping | wouldn't find
a ditch... | remembered some of
that twister [documentary]: the
sudden white wind tearing hell out
of the world. | said to myself,
“Hell, I'm in the middle of it,”
because | knew what was coming
inside that depthless white pall.

Kare a Winner phc;tovolte(ljic panels deele; squareft(t)r?ped Sy ? “Ncl)v]t/I [ WgsL.t:teladiiqngd aw(ajly frorf‘n t.r:e alc-
motor and a pyramidal frame of thin rods.tion. | floored Little Red and ran for it....
at Sp_ace Elevator Games Ground-based lasers shined on the photdurned back to Old Benton Road. The tall
Sf fan Jordin Kare and Thomas Nugent of iaic cells to power the electric motor. sign of one of the car dealerships was twisted
LaserMotive won $900,000 at the Space Ele-  nasA, along with the nonprofit organiza- like a pipecleaner and leaning. That just hap-
vator Games on November 6. Theirs was ongqp, Spaceward Foundation, sponsored thpened, | said to myself....”

of three competing teams which built proto-contest A $2 million purse was available, Guy assures everyone that he came
types designed to climb a one-kilometer cablgypich might be won by a single team orthrough “Unscathed, both me and car - ex-
held aloft by a h’ellcolpter. shared depending upon the competitorstept for a small crack in the windshield (the
LaserMotive’s climber was a sheet ofychievements. car, not me). Found out that the twister was a

What LaserMotive Force 2.I'm not rattled about it, just ...

won was second-prize thoughtful.” A complete write-up is coming
Jordin Kare (third from left) holds prize check. money. Later they made a in the nextChallenger
final attempt to reach the

5 meters/second prize Dan Steffan Wins
threshold for the rest of

the purse. As the contest’s 2009 Rotsler Award
blog reported: Dan Steffan has won.the ths]er Ayvard,
“In their last climb, 9iven annually for long-time artistic achieve-
attempting 5 m/s, they ment in amateur publications of the science
modified their climber to fiction community. Established in 1998, it
decrease its weight (LM's carries an honorarium of US$300.
Dave Bashford referred to ~ Steffan’s imagination, his marshalling of
this as ‘Steamboat rac- detail and his poignant satire have kept his
ing) and ended up re- reputgtion hig_h for decades. He is rer]owned
moving too much struc- for his graphics, for example, thansible
ture - they got stuck to logo and the cover of the April 2008 issue of
their launch structure and Chunga He was an award winner for the
dragged it up the cable design ofScience Fiction EyeHis art and
75, with an additional visuals forPong andBlat!, as well asBoon-

News of Fandom
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fark, are always part of any conversation in the city where she was born, Pasadena,
about excellence in fanzine creativity. CA before moving to Washington state in
The Rotsler Award is sponsored by the 1999, and the city treasures her memory —
Southern California Institute for Fan Inter- Pasadena Public Library’s annual “One City
ests, a non-profit corporation, which in 2006 - One Story” program selected her novel
hosted the 63rd World Science Fiction Con- Kindredfor 2006. It is fortunate for the com-
vention. The award is named for the late Bill munity that Butler’s manuscripts, correspon-
Rotsler, a talented and prolific artist over dence, notebooks, photos and other materials
many years. Current judges are Claire Bri- were acquired by a prestigious library so
aley, Mike Glyer, and John Hertz. close by - in San Marino, the next town over.
The librarian responsible for Butler mak-
Haldeman, Varley Win ing the donation, Sue Hodson, the Hunting-
2009 Heinlein Awards ton’s curator of literary manuscripts, is find

ing it a bittersweet experience. “In a sense |
wish | hadn’'t had the opportunity [to go
through the papers],” Hodson said, referring
to Butler's untimely death in 2006. ‘I
thought it would be someone who came after
me. It's a great joy, but I'm sorry, in a way,
ineThrills Incorporatedand was an original it's me unpacking the boxes.”
) ) member of the femme fan group Vertical Diana and | think the world of the Hunt-
human exploration of Space. Winners arg,qri;ons who enthusiastically participated inington. Diana spent a couple of summers
selected by a committee of SF authors origifne Australian fan scene. using their facilities to work on her Inklings
nally selected by Mrs. Virginia Heinlein and  The award may not be given annually, aBook.

chaired by Robert Hei.nlein’s friend Dr. YOji ASFE will only selectwork that meets an
Kondo. The award prize consists of a Wa"appropriate standard of excellence. Assum- 2009 TAFF Ballot Released

plaque certlflcat.e, large .sterllng silver medal—Ing such a work is published this year, thg 4 dies and gentlemen. Frank Wu and the
lion and lapel pin. The likeness of Robert A.gyard will debut at Aussiecon 4 in 2010. tandem of Brigan Gray and Anne KG Murphy
Heinlein, as rendered by Arlin Robbins, i j,rors selecting the first recipient will be 2009 lanti d can-
featured on each of these items. are your Trans Atlantic Fan Fund can

writer/editor Russell Blackford, editor/ q; ; :
“The Baltimore Science Fiction Society didates. The winner(s) will goto the 2010

. o ublisher Rob Gerrand, authors Kim W”kinSEastercon
proyldgs Ioglstlcal.support for ﬁhe award ancgnd Tess Williams, and editor Sarah En- .
maintains a website where winners are pefgacott.

Dale S. Arnold of the Baltimore SF Society
reports:

“Joe Haldeman and John Varley are the
winners of the Robert A. Heinlein Award for
2009. The Robert A. Heinlein Award is for
outstanding published works in science fic-,
tion and technical writings to inspire the

Wu'’s nominators are Guy Lillian 1ll, John

manently recorded.” Purcell, Kevin Roche, James Bacon
' . and Michael Rennie.

New Hemming Award Octavia Butler's Papers Gray's and Murphy’s nominators are John

The Norma K. Hemming Award has been Come to Huntington Scalzi, Steven H Silver, Geri Sullivan, Paul

created by the Australian SF Foundation tPctavia Butler's papers have arrived at thé:or\;\etll and C?eryl I\él(t)rr]gan(.j inistrators Chri
celebrate excellence in the exploration OIHuntington where they will join those of G otes rgl:S reaGC eba I:r;"nnls; er;;ors22 bns
themes of race, gender, class and sexuality obert Silverberg and other weII-knownf arc&ah(‘)r Gevg ’reent a/ tglt(:em e{j X hte_
science fiction produced either in AustraliaWfiters including Jack London, Christopher ore LAMNS Larcias waich strikes midnignt.

or by Australian citizens. Isherwood and Charles Bukowski. (Hint:it's set to Pacific time).
The award is named for Hemming (1927- Butler, the most prominent =~ African ,
1960), a British author who migratedgtc() Aus-American woman in the field of science Medical Updates

tralia in 1949. She wrote for the pulp maga_fiction, died in 2006. Butler lived for decades

Joe Haldemanspent 52 days in two Cincin-
nati hospitals after emergency surgery for
acute pancreatitis on September 19. For part
of that time it was touch and go, spent in a
coma on a refrigerated mattress (to keep his
fever under contral).

AT 1L uEDO
gﬂnﬂ A JOURNALST

WHG Tf-f]h“@ HE/S GBITUARIES, < Gay Haldeman provided frequent updates
A PoET 2 . MovIE ReEyiews, on SFF.net. Joe’s recovery was apparent in a
s AND ECoNoumi CS ¥ verse he penned on October 24:

vDy REARS
%‘—;;sz): ECcONoMics ! The pancreas, a curious beast

Has functions hard to scry.
It sits around for sixty years
Then tries to say “bye-bye.”

On November 4 Gay celebrated Joe's best
day since he was hospitalized: “He walked
across the room without help, got himself in
and out of bed several times, sat up for a
long time, ate well, talked about the future
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for the first time.” Rose Fox cheered Joe’s
continuing improvement by answering
his panc?eatic F;)oem with he% own doublp 2009 "“GO AWARD WINN!R’
dactyl:
Best Novel Best Dramatic Presentation,
Abdomen habdomen The Graveyard Boobky Neil Gaiman Short Form
gg'\?:mﬁqnasf?/g?r;?s (HarperCollins; Bloomsbury UK) Doctor Horrible’s Sing-Along Blog
Twisted his guts. Joss Whedon, & Zack Whedon, & Jef
Glad there’s no need for a Best Novella Whedon, & Maurissa Tancharoen,
Pancreatectomy. “The Erdmann Nexus” by Nancy writers; Joss Whedon, director (Mutant
Get better soon, Joe—no Kress Asimov’sOct/Nov 2008) Enemy)
Ifs, ands, or buts!
Best Novelette Best Editor, Short Form
(Reprinted by permission. Follow Rose'$ “Shoggoths in Bloom” by Elizabeth Ellen Datlow
commentary ofPW's Genreville.) . Bear Asimov’sMar 2008)
Joe was allowed to leave the ho_spltgl on Best Editor, Long Form
November 10. He and Gay are living in g Best Short Stor David G. Hartwell
Cincinnati condo loaned by local fan Joql . ry . '
Zakem. Joe will remain under the care ¢f Exhalation” by Ted Chiang Eclipse _ _
local pancreatic specialists for weeks tp TWO Best Professional Artist
come, possibly returning to Florida by Christt Donato Giancola
mas, and he posted these sobering details| to Best Related Book
SFF.net on November 11: Your Hate Mail Will Be Graded: A Best Semiprozine
“Speaking of woods, I'm not out of them( Decade of Whatever, 1998-2008/ Weird Tales edited by Ann
quite. | get tired walking across a room (but|l john Scalzi (Subterranean Press) VanderMeer & Stephen H. Segall
can do it, without the walker). | have thd
clumsy ileostomy bag for another six monthjs . .
or so,)émd someypret?y serious surgery in stqre _. B.eSt Graphic Story Best Fan Writer
then, when they reattach my large intestinb. Girl  Genius, Volume 8: Agatha Cheryl Morgan
(They removed about 18f it, including the | Heterodyne and the Chapel of Bones
appendix as a little bonus.) And of coursp Written by Kaja & Phil Foglio, art by Best Fanzine
there’s pain.” Phil  Foglio, colors by CheyenneElectric Velocipedeedited by John
Wright (Airship Entertainment) Klima
Author and collectibles dealderry Weist is
battling multiple myeloma, reports Andrew Best Dramatic Presentation, Best Fan Artist
Porer, Tne cance was caughtsay i 1 Long Form Frank W
parts of his body. He’s just started on chemp- WALL-E Andrew Stanton & PeFe
therapy, an experimental program in which Docter, story; Andrew Stanton & Jim  The John W. Campbgll Award
stem cells are used to fight the dig- Reardon, screenplay; Andrew Stanton, for Best New Writer
ease, presently being used to treat 15 peo hledirector (Pixar/WaIt Disney) David Anthony Durham*
in Israel and 35 in the USA. *(Second year of eligibility)
Weist is the author @radbury: An lllus-

trated Life The Comic Art Price Guideand
The Art of Frank R. PauFrom 1990 to 2001
he was a consultant at Sotheby’s specializingieeks continues that pattern Il start to beto conclude his problems had been caused by
in popular culture, overseeing the auction ofieve in light at the end of the tunnel.” anemia. He was able to attend the balance of
Sam Moskowitz’s collection. the Worldcon.

A few years ago Weist acquired the HarnAustralian fanLes Robertsonwas hospital-
Warner collection and sold the fanzines tdzed in August treatment of kidney failure, No (More) Time for Sergeants
James Halperin of Dallas, co-owner of Heri-and will be regularly needing kidney dialysis. g | quis fan Tyler Harris joined the Army in
tage Rare Coin Galleries. Not long afterward_es has also had to have three toes amputatggl, ember 2001 in response to 9/11. He
Askance editor John Purcell interviewed in recent monthsAustralian SF Bullsheet signed up for eight years, with a four-year
Halperin and reported Weist wanted to writereports. active duty commitment. He was trained in
a book about fanzines. maintaining networking systems and de-

. . . Peggy Ransonis recovering from her heart ployed to Kuwait and Iraq before being re-
Bruce Gillespiewas slowly recovering “from attack and bypass surgery. When Rosy an@sed from active duty. He became part of

a knee effusion (sprain)” in October accord-Guy Lillian had brunch with her in October (o |ndividual Ready Reserves in 2006 to
ing to Australian SF Bullsheet92. Take it they found she was doing well, not up to paknish his eight year enlistment. However, he
easy and get well soon, Bruce. physically but in wonderful spirits. was recalled to active duty in Décember é008

. . . . e . and sent back to Iragq with a unit of the Mis-
Mike Glicksohn received an encouraging Ken Konkol was hospitalized in Montreal sissippi National Guard in June 2009.

word: “Tests have shown no signs of canceduring Anticipation. He reported afterwards Although his eight-year contract was due
the last six months and if the test in twothat a battery of tests and X-rays led doctorg, expire in November, Harris was going
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pect of remaining in Iraq until his unit
returns home in April 2010. 4

So Harris took the novel approach of &
blogging his protests and giving his story &%
to a local newspaper columnist in arf
effort to get the Army to release him
when his eight years are up. i

On August 23 Bill McClellan of the §#
St. Louis Post-Dispatch wrote a colum
about Harris titled: “Eight is enough,
sergeant tells Army.”

“His eight-year commitment will be -
finished in November, but for ‘the good |,
of the service,” his termination date isg¥
being extended.

“He is handling this the way you
might expect a computer geek to handIf
it. He is blogging. He is asking people tc
contact senators and congressmen. Yc.
can read his blog at imbiginirag.com. Bex miav ¢ migrir
forewarned that some of the language i:ﬁ;ﬁ-;ﬁ;ﬂhnh_
saltier than you'll find in a family news- @@ o« Setsvoes g
paper." ot WEUTARG WO

| blogged about it, too. This past OC-ayer s s i mer e i
tober Tyler Harris sent me an e-mail . )
with the rest of his story:

“l just wanted to send you a ‘thank you’
for putting up the nice write-up on File 770
about me, and where I'm at in the world. |
appreciate it immensely. The Army in its’
mechanical ways has decided that I'm stayin
in, untii March or April of next

Does The Mouse Own

Stu Hellinger?
Disney's acquisition of Marvel is affect-
g corporate giants and individual

ters including Iron Man, Spider-Man,
X-Men, Captain America, Fantastic
Four and Thor with Disney’s creative
skills, unparalleled global portfolio
of entertainment properties, and a
business structure that maximizes the
value of creative properties across
multiple platforms and territories.”

Disney will also have access to
many characters and sub-characters
that have never been exploited other
than their appearances in comic
books. That's why New York fan Stu
Hellinger is asking: “Does this
means the Mouse now owns me?”
Stu Hellinger’s comic book alter ego
is one of the lesser-known characters
now part of Disney’s inventory.

Hellinger is a dead villain in the
Marvel Universe, part of the Death-
lok story line. Stu says that Rich
Buckler, who created these charac-
ters, based the villain's original look
on him. Stu says, “Somehow, being a
villain has always seemed appropri-
ate to me, even to this day!”

It gets even better. Just like many

super-heroes, the villain Hellinger has a “real
life” identity. His first name is Harlan.

An online source describes Hellinger as a
cyborg (cybernetic organism),” and as such
fans; inati ;

: ) is composed of a combination of mechanical
like. The business consequences of thg,y grganic parts. His body is composed of

year. Hopefully Il be home well before that. Multi-billion-dollar deal are more obvious. hig grganic brain, contained within a protec-
“I had hoped my mid-tour leave would Robert A. Iger, CEO of The Walt Disney (e shell, with a powerful exoskeleton pro-

coincide with Archon this year - alas, it was-COmMpany, told the Los Angeld@smes “This

tection his internal organs, and robotic limbs

n't meant to be - | was a week late. | heard@nsaction combines Marvel's strong globalgpacing his originals. He possessed a type

brand and world-renowned library of charac-

WELL-YES, SENATOR., A
LUNAR STARBUCKS WOULD
2 ExPENSlvi 200 #‘FEBK
cuP PLus R
'éc.m,emwer 7T~ VP THERE!
BUT IT WouLD BE &oOP

that | didn't miss very much and
Collinsville pretty much gave us tt
finger. Oh well -- registration we
nice enough to just pretend that t
year didn't happen and my wife ¢
me all set for next year - which
now conveniently close to m
house.”

Time.com Spotlights Uncls

Hugo’s SF Bookstore
Time.comincluded Don Blyly's his-
toric Uncle Hugo's Science Fictic
Bookstore on a list of “50 Authent
American Experiences,” one for ea
state. Uncle Hugo's of Minneapol
was named Minnesota’s auther
experience.

Short Waves
Tadao Tomomatsu announced hi
gafiation on Facebook on Novemt
18, 2009. He did not give an exp
nation, apart from a reference to
sad and unfortunate set of circu
stances.”

of cybernetic telepathy, enabling him to
control other machines and computers.”

Stu also observes, “Hellinger got
uglier over the years. At least | haven't
aged as poorly!”

D’Ammassa’s Adventure

Fiction Encyclopedia
Don D'Ammassa’s vast knowledge of
genre fiction has been tapped for a third
literary encyclopedia in a series from
Facts on File. HiEncyclopedia of Ad-
venture Fiction actually appeared last
December, but it's news to me.

This is a companion volume to
D’Ammassa’s Encyclopedia of Science
Fiction andEncyclopedia of Fantasy and
Horror Fiction in Facts On File’s Liter-
ary Movements series.

The Encyclopedia of Adventure Fic-
tion ranges from literary classics such as
Charles Dickens'# Tale of Two Cities
and Joseph ConradThe Secret Agenb
tales that have enthralled younger read-
ers for many years, such d3easure
Island andThe Wizard of Qzto the fin-
est of today’s adventure stories.



November 2009 7

FPDOGRS BADERED 1993

Halloween the 13th
Part 1965
By Dian Crayne

With any luck, LASFS will never cele
brate another Halloween the way it did
in 1965. An assailant outside the build}
ing fired three shots into the party. Ng
one was struck by the bullets, but Diah
Crayne was cut by flying debris. And she
hasn't forgotten:

Yes, | remember that incident VERY
well. Bill Rotsler and | were sitting in a
window seat, talking, and the bullet went
between us. | had wood splinters in my
cheek, Bill remarked later that hq
thought momentarily that for some red-
son one of my earrings had explodedl.

(He used to say later on that we had beencryptography at the Foreign Office.”

“under fire together.”) Of course, every-
one in the room hit the deck, and | re-
member calling out to Bruce [Pelz],
“Don’t get excited, but | think I've been
hit.” Only splinters, though.

[At the time] | was pregnant with
Cecy and she was born in March dof
1966.

As for the location, it was whereve
Don Simpson and his house mates were
living at the time. Don dug the bullet ou
of the woodwork and | talked him into
giving it to me. Alas, | lost it during one
of our moves.

The surmise was that the shooter was
one of a small group of people who haf
tried party-crashing earlier in the evening
and been ejected. The police came and
took statements, but no one was ever
picked up for it.

Not J.R.R. Bond

museum. the offer. Nobody knows. Not even GCHQ's

The Telegraphreports: “According to historian.
previously unseen records, Tolkien trained Then again, Anders Stenstrém has sug-
with the top-secret Government Code andjested that this is not a record of Tolkien's
Cypher School (GCCS). interest, but merely a note on how to pro-

“He spent three days at their London HQhounce his name.
in March 1939 - six months before the out- Intending no reflection on Tolkien’s patri-
break of the Second World War and just 1&tism (after all, he served in combat in WWI),
months after the publication of his first book,could it be possible Tolkien just went through
The Hobbit.” the process to see if they had any cool ideas

When the war started, GCCS decipheretle could filch for his created languages?
Enigma traffic and broke other Ger-
_rpam ciphersd.tgnd dco;jes. Thi;lt’s;t the work In Jeopardy with

olkien auditioned for —not to carry
out espionage in the field. Jth W. Campbell .

Nor was this a deep secret. In 2006, Chrid2€n Bova listed the people he credits for
tina Scull and Wayne G. Hammondae he_Iplng him .make it as a professional
J.R.R. Tolkien Companion and Guitigted writer in an article for théNaples Newssay-
the information in the March 27, ing “No writer stands alone. We all owe our
1939 entry of the Chronology, which reads:SUCCess, such as it is, to those who taught us,
“Tolkien begins a four-day training course inl?esrgr“ed us, helped us understand and perse-

Whether Humphrey ~ Carpenter, author Editor John W. Campbell figures promi-
of Tolkien: A Biography knew about this is nen.tly on that list. Bova sold him several
less clear. All he says about the beginning ofto"es before meeting him face-to-face at a
the war is that Tolkien volunteered as an aifVorldcon in Washington, D.C. After shaking
raid warden: “There were, however, no Gerhis hand, Campbell provocatively said: “This
man air attacks on Oxford; nor was Tolkien!S 1963. No democraqy has ever lasted longer
required, was were a number of dons, to unt_han 50 years, so this is obviously the last

dertake work for the War Office or other Ye&r Of America’s democracy.”
government departments.” Bova dredged his memory to come up

If Tolkien wasn't required, we know he With the ~Jeopardylstyle question that
was asked. The GCCS offered Tolkien £500matched Campbell’s bold declaration. And he
a-year offer to become a full-ime recruit. Heguessed right. Can you? ,
turned them down. (Answer: It had been 50 years since 1913,

Journalists wonder why he went througH’Vhen the Constitution was amended so that
the process, since instructors notes show-S- Senators could be elected by the people

he he was “keen” for the work, then rejectecpf their states, rather than appointed by their
state legislatures.)

WHY IS THIS BEAR MARKET

Tinker, Tailor, Tolkien Spy? Hardly. But
that's what headlines are inviting readers

believe.

“JRR Tolkien trained as British spy” de
clares Telegraph.co.uk.

“Tolkien's Spy Past Inspires Hunt Fc
Hoobit, RingsSpooks” says th&Vired head-

line.

Britain's intelligence-agency Governme
Communications Headquarters (GCHQ)
displaying documents from J.RF
Tolkien’s three days spenttraining at tl
Government Code and Cypher School in
new exhibit at its restricted, employees-or
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Lasting Impressions: News from the World of Fanzines

Blogs, Websites Now Eligible

For Best Fanzine Hugo

Vincent Docherty, WSFS Division head and

Hugo Administrator for Aussiecon 4, has

confirmed that the rules changes ratified by
the Anticipation business meeting explicitly

permit works published in other media, such
as blogs and websites, to be nominated in
several categories including Best Fanzine
and Best Semiprozine.

While this was the point of making the
change, one commentator who had attended
the business meeting claimed the new rules
would be administered in a restrictive way

Nick was thefourth
Australian fan to visit
Curt in 2009, following
Melbourne fan Clare
McDonald'’s surprise visit
to Pulpfest in June (while
on her way to the World-
con in Montreal), and
Damien Warman & Juli-
ette Woods of Adelaide
who attended Corflu Zed
last March in Seattle
where Curt was the
“Corflu 50 Fan Fund’
delegate.

leading to a different result. Docherty has

made clear that is not his intention. year Terry finally won the Best Fan Writer of this trend and is looking forward to seeing
Docherty is working on some generaly g 1973, he was also nominated for Besvhich traveling Australian fan drops by for
guidance to help people apply the rules whepyqtessional Editor (in the category's debut)Christmas]Source: Curt Phillips, who wrote
making their 2010 Hugo nominations. and it was as an editor he won his last twahe original blog post.]
Hugos (1985, 1987).
Sound and Fury Alexei Panshin won the first Best Fan 2009 Nova Awards

Signifying Trivia Writer Hugo in 1967. He declined his nomi- ganana wingsClaire Brialey and Sue Ma-
Today's trivia question: Every winner of the Nation in 1968, hoping to set an example fokyn \won their categories in the 2009 Nova
Best Fan Writer Hugo has made at least onfaiture winners. He also had great success a§yards announced at Novacon in Novem-
professional sale, but two winners have? Pro- His noveRite of Passageeceived a yor steve Green has released the full voting
never sold a science fiction story. Can yod1ug0 nomination in 1969 and won the Neb-gatigtics.
name them? ula. ,
The winners since the creation of Harry Warner Jr. had 11 short storieest fanzine: 1, Banana Wing$30 points);
the category in 1967 are: Terry Carr, Richar@Ublished in the mid-1950s (and grumbled, Journey Planet(24); 3, Head (20); 4,
E. Geis, Mike Glyer, Dave Langford, Cheryl When that was discovered by his neighbors ipgjapse / Relapse (18); 5, Plokta Qua-
Morgan, Alexei Panshin, John Scalzi, BobHagerstown.) ) siquote(11); 7,No Sin But Ignorancé?); 8,
Shaw, Wilson Tucker, Harry Warner Jr., Ted Richard E. Geis has sold any number ofhe pescent of Fa(6); 9, Lost in Spacé3);
White and Susan Wood. erotic sf novels. , 10, Ansible Procrastinations(2), 12, The
Most of the names are easy to rule out ! trail this parade at a respectful distanceganksoniain  Critical Wave (1).
because their record in the sf field is so wellVith one pro sale that appeared in Mike Res-
known. nick’s Alternate Worldcons , Best fan writer: 1, Claire Brialey (26
Wilson Tucker won the 1970 Best Fan 1hat leaves two winning fanwriters tohgints): 2, James Bacon (15); 3, Doug Bell
Writer Hugo, then haiear of the Quiet Sun account for: Cheryl Morgan and Susan 14); 4, Mark Plummer (11); 5, Dave Lang-
nominated as Best Novel in 1971. Wood. Cheryl has made nonfiction sales, bujyq (9); 6, Christina Lake (8); 7, Sandra
Scalzi's novelOld Man's War and its thelLocusindex lists no fiction. Susan Wood gong peter Weston (7); 9, Max (5); 10,
sequels have received Hugo nominations, Published scholarly work about the sf field, greq pickersgill (4); 11, John Nielsen Hall
Dave Langford’s “Different Kinds of but no stories. So Morgan and Wood are th?S); 12, John Coxon, Alison Scott, Nicholas
Darkness” won Best Short Story in 2001, ~ &nNSWer. Whyte (2); 15, Caroline Mullan, Yvonne
Bob Shaw’s classic short story “Light of . Rowse, Alan Sullivan, lan Wiliams (1).
Other Days” received a Hugo nomination in Does Curt Phillips
1967. He didn’'t get around to winning the Collect Australians? Best fan artist: 1, Sue Mason (13 points*);
Best Fan Writer Hugo until 1979 (and againastralian fan Nick Falkner (from Adelaide), 2, Alison Scott (13%); 3, John Toon (12); 4,
in 1980.) . , _ while attending a series of Computer Sciencet€Ve Jeffrey (8); 5, Steve Green (7); 6, D
Ted White’s first novel was written in conferences in the U.S. (in the real world,WeSt (6); 7, ATom (5); 8, Clarrie O’Cal-
co_IIabora_tI!on ng‘l anlother. Besft Fan 2V5V(r)|(t)erNick is aka: Dr. Nick Falkner of the School l2ghan (4); 9, Dave Hicks (3).
winner, Terry Carr.Invasion from ; arai
(1964) was published under the pseudonyr‘g\zgaoirgg)?tﬂagglan;ngtviﬁ tgrz\ézr?gﬂg[%lthough Sue Mason and Alison Scott tied
Norman Edwards. Ted went on to write Iotsand friends in Abingdon, Virginia on No- both for points and first-place votes, Sue
of czlt_her n(C):veIs u.ndtehr his 9(;/\(/;'1 narfne. fvember 1 while en route to yet another Com/Ieceived more second-place votes.]
erry Carr, in the middle of a run o - : :
seven other nominations for his fan Writingpu%&é?;”;g;&??éigﬁiig]hl\é?,retztci:sa {ﬁila?%rm
and fanzinesRanag Lighthousg had a sh:)rt of the above-mentioned friends was Ameri-
story nominated for the Hugo in 1969, ”Thecan fan Curt Phillips, who sent Nick home
Dance of the Changer and the Three.” Thgith a stack of American SF magazines.

Curt reports that he completely approves
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ELIGIBILITY OF ONLINE WORKS
UNDER THE AMENDED HUGO AWARD RULES
BY VINCENT DOCHERTY

| am the WSFS Division Head for the 2010
Worldcon, Aussiecon 4, and Administrator
for the Hugo Awards.

Mike Glyer recently asked for my opinion
on how a couple of the newly-ratified WSFS
rules changes will be administered. Specifi-
cally: ‘Will blogs and websites be eligible in
theBest FanzineandBest Semiprozineate-
gories if they meet the general criteria of
either category?

Hugo administrators usually refrain from
commenting on general eligibility questions
in advance, preferring to deal with actual
nominations. There is a lot of interest in the
Hugos among people with an interest in the
rules and potential nominees, and feedback
can be unforgiving of actual or perceived
errors. However Mike did raise an interesting
point in regard to the recent changes to the
WSEFS rules, which resulted from the work
done by a sub-committee looking at the eligi-
bility of web-based worksThis coming year
poses different problems, however, and fans
will want to know in advance whether it's a
waste of a nominating vote to write down
blogs and websites in the Best Fanzine cate-
gory.”

I'd like to make clear my approach to
administering Hugo nominations. This is
based on working with other Hugo Adminis-
trators and having been on the Hugo admini-
stration sub-committee in 2005. When look-
ing at nominations:

1. first follow the WSFS Constitution as
it applies to the Hugos;

2. where the rules aren't sufficiently
clear, be guided by the will of the vot-
ers;

3. consider, but not be bound by, rulings
by previous administrators;

4. any mistakes | make are my own and
not a precedent.

Let’s look at the relevant changes that
actually occurred in the WSFS Constitution
following the 2009 Business Meeting. Kevin
Standlee, the BM chair, has updated the text
which is now online abttp://www.wsfs.org/
bm/rules.html

The clauses which were modified, and
relevant to the questions, are now:

3.3.5: Best Related WorkAny work
related to the field of science fiction,
fantasy, or fandom, appearing for the first
time during the previous calendar year or

which has been substantially modified
during the previous calendar year, and
which is either non-fiction or, if fictional,
is noteworthy primarily for aspects other
than the fictional text, and which is not
eligible in any other category.

3.3.12: Best SemiprozineAny gener-

ally available non-professional publica-
tion devoted to science fiction or fantasy
which by the close of the previous calen-
dar year has published four (4) or more
issues (or the equivalent in other media),
at least one (1) of which appeared in the
previous calendar year, and which in the
previous calendar year met at least two
(2) of the following criteria:

(1) had an average press run of at least
one thousand (1000) copies per issue,
(2) paid its contributors and/or staff in
other than copies of the publication,

(3) provided at least half the income of
any one person,

(4) had at least fifteen percent (15%) of
its total space occupied by advertising,
(5) announced itself to be a semiprozine.

3.3.13: Best FanzineAny generally

available non-professional publication
devoted to science fiction, fantasy, or
related subjects which by the close of the
previous calendar year has published four
(4) or more issues (or the equivalent in
other media), at least one (1) of which
appeared in the previous calendar year,
and which does not qualify as a semipro-
zine.

The substantive changes were: ‘Best Re-
lated Book’ becomes ‘Best Related Work’,
and the addition of the phrager the equiva-
lent in other media)to the Semiprozine and
Fanzine categories. These were proposed by
the web eligibility sub-committee in 2008 and
ratified this year.

When increasing numbers of genre works
began appearing online, sometimes exclu-
sively, two Worldcon committees exercised
their discretion to add a “Best Website” Hugo
category. These were popular categories, and
the nominees can be seen hetg://
www.thehugoawards.org/hugo-historiow-
ever, in at least one case, the same work ap-
peared in both Best Website and another cate-
gory, and several nominees were in effect
containers for fiction, non-fiction or fannish
work eligible in other also categories. There
was a concern that the same content could be
eligible in multiple categories. This was a
trigger for the eventual creation of the sub-
committee tasked with looking at web eligi-
bility.

Even before 2009, the rules already per-
mitted fiction, dramatic presentations, and in
the last few years, semiprozines and fanzines,
to be nominated regardless of media platform.
The recent change brought the Related Work
category into line and provided some addi-
tional clarity to Semiprozine, Fanzine, (and
Editor Short Form, which isn't in the scope of
this article). The important thing is the con-
tent, not the container or medium or means of
delivery.

The answer to the general question about
whether genre websites, including blogs, are
eligible in principle is clearly yes, since the
rules now explicitly permit works published
in other media in several categories. The fol-
low-up question is which websites and blogs
are eligible in which categories, and are there
easy to understand guidelines for nominators?

Under the revised rules, a web-only publi-
cation of an individual work, or series of
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issues of a work, would certainly be eligible
as a Fanzine, Semiprozine or Related Work,
depending on whether it satisfies the specific
category rules. There are hard boundaries
between Fanzine and Semiprozine: a work
either meets two of the five tests, and is
therefore a Semiprozine, or it doesn't, and so
is a Fanzine. (For instance, a notable fanzine
changed category in 2003, when its editor
decided to declare it a Semiprozine., and it
presumably satisfied at least one other condi-
tion for Semiprozine.). If a work is eligible

to be a Fanzine or Semiprozine, then it is not
eligible to be a Best Related Work.

Many genre websites, including blogs, are
continuously updated with material, making
them difficult to classify as individual works
or ‘issues’. ‘Issues’ of a magazine or fanzine
have two characteristics: they compritg-
crete blocks ofnew material. Reference,
news, and SF club and convention websites
comprise much-changing material. Other
sites such as the various online fanzines and
magazines are largely containers for individ-
ual works. Blogs and some other genre sites
are somewhere in between — is each article/
blog entry an individual work or issue in its
own right or is it the whole that is the work?
And how often does an update need to occur
to trigger eligibility?

The eligibility criteria in Fanzine and
Semiprozine include the conditionvhich by
the close of the previous calendar year has
published four (4) or more issues (or the
equivalent in other media), at least one (1) of
which appeared in the previous calendar
year. That's an easy test for works, whether
paper or online, which comprise clearly la-
beled, separate issues, but less easy for con-
tinuously updated websites such as blogs or
clubs and cons.

In regard to the requirements of discrete-
ness, WSFS clearly wants electronic media
to be included. Blogs are a vital part of the
electronic fan writing scene just now. | sus-
pect that ‘issue’ in this context is a proxy for
‘new content’.

I would accept that any content update in
the previous calendar year would be suffi-
cient for the last eligibility criterion, but how
to assess ‘four or more issues’? One can

| think there is a lot of sense in that,
which | would summarise as: a nominee
imagine the extreme case of a blog with fourmust have substantial original content in the

whether it was a "this year" work or not would be that new material, comparable to
-- did an issue appear in the appropriate the amount of new material in an issue of a
year? And that test is common to all of typical small fanzine, appeared in the last
the Hugo categories. But for a web site, year, and that substantially more than that
or something in some other medium that appeared overall. Any blog, or news-site or
is continually modified (rather than hav- other website which has new material each
ing a quantized "issue"), the judgment year, and which is popular enough to get
has to be whether there is sufficient new enough legitimate nominations to get on the
material to trigger eligibility. And, for ballot, should be able to exceed this.
that, | would expect the guidance would | hope these are perceived as reasonable
have to be to follow the will of the voters suggestions, which will work in combination
unless it's so obviously wrong as to be  with the will of the nominators and a certain
absurd. For instance if a blogger had  degree of judgment by the administrator. The
only one post to a sizeable existing blog Hugos don’t run in a vacuum and most nomi-
in a year, then it would probably be con- nators and voters are familiar with the rules
sidered too minimal an amount to re- and aren't trying to game the system.
qualify it -- but it should probably be In summary, unless | feel very certain a
something equally absurd to trigger that work is technically ineligible, (which in-
administrator action. cludes having only a trivial amount of new

The second part -- the "four issues" material), | will accept the will of the nomi-
test -- should be interpreted based on thenators. It is therefore up to the electorate to
parliamentary history of what that was act as the jury on the facts and answer the
inserted into the Constitution to do. question’ls this work a fanzine (or semipro-
Although we don't have minutes for the zine or Related Work) or not?
Business Meeting where that was I've found it useful to think through these
adopted (Seacon, in 1961), we do know questions, and I'm very grateful to Chris
the cause. Specifically, "Who Killed Barkley, Paul Dormer, Paul Ewins, Mike
Science Fiction?" (Earl Kemp's one- Glyer, John Lorentz, Mark Olson, Kevin
shot) appeared on the ballot, and actu- Standlee, Ben Yalow and others, who took
ally won -- and the Business Meeting  the time to offer opinions and background
decided that one-shots shouldn't be eligi-information. Some things are much clearer to
ble in Fanzine (and it was carried across me and others no doubt need further thought.
to Semiprozine when Fanzine got split). New Hugo rules can take some time to settle
So the "four issues" test -- which is easy down, and sometimes they need to be revised
to administer for things that proclaim in order to provide more clarity. Some of the
themselves as having quantized issues -people | have talked to have also taken a line
needs an equivalent test, which is what that we should be more prescriptive about
the wording "(or the equivalent in other what a Fanzine is, and that blog writers
media)" tells the administrator to do. So,should only be eligible for Fan Writer. |
for a blog/web site, the question is leave that to those who can make a persua-
whether it's a one-shot item (for examplesive case at the WSFS Business Meeting.
a blog set up for people to post on at a | expect that the best guidance will be
specific Corflu should be considered a provided by the actual nominations from fans
one-shot, and not eligible, even though itwho genuinely want to celebrate and reward
has lots of individual posts), or an ongo- what they think has been best in the genre,
ing item, which is the equivalent to the  which after all is really at the heart of both
"four issues" test for continuous-posting Worldcon and the Hugos. The members of
media. WSFS are a very large jury, and it's up to
each person to make their own individual
decision about whether a work is a fanzine
(etc.) or not.

I welcome comments and suggestions.

short entries, by a popular genre figure, be- year in question, and that it be more than a
ing eligible in the minds of some nominators,flash in the pan, (the Hugo is designed not to+Vincent Dochertywsfs@aussiecon4.org.au
and arguably passing the ‘letter of the law’. be awarded to a one-shot wonder), and there-

| asked Ben Yalow to provide some addi- fore had substantial material in prior years.

tional background information on the eligi-
bility rules and with his permission | have
reproduced some of his key comments. (In

What guidance is available then, in terms
of how much new material triggers eligibil-
ity? It is not my role to supplant WSFS and

one place | generalized a reference to a reguso | can't give a definitive minimum count of

lar recent nominee):

words, and | also can’t declare that the con-

cept of ‘issue’ is meaningless. Some guid-
Historically, there was a two-part test ance is needed to avoid a situation where a
for a paper publication to meet for decid- trivially small amount of work is considered

ing its eligibility. The first criterion was

sufficient. So | think a useful rule of thumb
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2ay JRradbury’s 89th Rirthday

89 And 10 made. Much love and admiration filled theship only to be asked farther down the line
by John King Tarpinian: Ray Bradbury had 0°M to capacity. It was estimated that 300Why do you want two Attending Member-
two birthday parties on August 22. The firstPeople joined in at the bookshop Whl|e. an-ships?” .
one happened at one of his favorite places, gther 100 attended the theatre that evening. It Bo Dergk brought Bradbury a birthday
bookshop. This bookshop, Mystery andVas @ wonderful day and the 90th party is irpresent, which shows how little | know about

Imagination, is owned by dear friends of Raythe planning gtages. ‘ o celebrities. It was a good party.
of some thirty plus years. People that came tp 1€ following day Ray spent time with his _
show their love for Ray were long time fo_urh ?aut%hteir(sthand fe'ghthgr,a”d(;n”qred”-d/' Bradbury’s Bullet Trick
friends, Wiliam F. Nolan, George Clayton WISN 10 thank them for sharing their da
Johnson. Earl Hamner. Jr ang Bo gteregrandpa with us on his actual birthday. Live From G,auntlet, PI’GSS

he' .’" 10 o Eorever! Review By John King Tarpinian: If you are
(s 'E\’/IS st ?‘ﬂ guys). et bot a Bradbury farBullet Trick is a must-have.

any gifts were given, twenty-seven bot- This is a compilation of never-before-

tles of wine alone. Speeches were Good and Crowded published material. Not new materjaér se

By John Hertz: If you thought an 89th- 1t never made available to the public in
birthday party for Ray Bradbury at a book-p o format.

shop would be crowded, you'd be right. If 5 this volume you get five teleplays writ-

you thought it would be an occasion to bujen 1y Bradbury. These five teleplays were
his books and get them signed, you'd be rightyriginal to the small screen not translated
As June Moffatt said when | reported bYfom previous works. These stories appeared

phone, these were good things. on TV from 1955 to 1969...during a more
Bookfellows, 238 N. Brand BI., Glendale,go|den age of fear and paranoia.

CA 91203 (also called “Mystery and Imagi- = A real treat are the two teleplays Ray

nation”, the name of their Website), is & neWy,qte for Twilight Zone that never aired,

and used-book shop with a fine s-f stock. Thgyare There Be Tygemnda Miracle of Rare

party started at 1 p.m. on Saturday, AUgUSheyices Included in the Lettered Edition Is

22nd, Bradbury's act.ual birthday. The COS‘Sing the Body Electrjavhich was Ray's only
mic Joker keeps making me type “Bardbury.”

- : TZ program.
This too may be a good thing. The Bullet Trickwas written for Jane
On a giant greeting-card Shopowner§yyman and is about the magician Ching Ling

Christine & Malcolm Bell had written 555 |ncluded is a preface by Bradbury, the
“You're a living book”, so below I wrote contract and the teleplay.

“becauge you've set us all afire”. A chocqlate Christmas “The Gift"was aired as part of
cake V‘f'th orange icing was decorated with @ steve Canyon series, a very uplifting holi-
Jack-o-lantern wearing eyeglasses. We allay story and aired December 20, 1958. This
sang “Happy Birthday". is a story in which Steve Canyon tries to ex-
_Outside, which was no less crowded, onlyain Christmas to a little girl who has never
different, George Clayton Johnson was talkea|eprated the holiday.
ing about heroes. | said, “You yourself are  Tunnel to Yesterdayvas inspired by an
one of the heroes.” He said, “You're obser-yricle Ray read infime Magazine. In this

vant as ever.” | bowed. He did too. case it is about Nazis that do now know that
Inside, Matthew Tepper and Charles Le€ywil is over.

Jackson I told me they hadn't known about " rhe jail was written for Alcoa Premiere.

the party, just came looking for books. Tepynciyded is a neat photo of Ray with James
per said, “This is the second time I've gone t%Barton, Norman Lloyd and John Gavin. Di-

a bookshop and found Ray Bradbury there. ected by Lioyd and airing in 1962. Oh yes,

It was so crowded Tepper took out a handge narrator was Fred Astaire.

phone and called Christine Bell to ask  «he ook contains two prose adaptations
whether she had a book he wanted. Bradbury wrote after he wrote the screen-

| told Jan Bender | was sad she hadnfavs  Both “Bullet Trick” and “Hand In
exhibited in the Worldcon Art Show at Mon- Glove” (“The Jail") are far different than the

tréal. She said she'd been daunted by th@jepjays.
prospect of Customs problems. | asked if pjg|'Double Zerdbegins with ghost voices

she'd tried the special procedure the Arlq never hear on a telephone and Il leave
People: (1) Ray Bradbury’s 89th Show had worked out, better, I'd he’ard, thay o, with the final line from the story, “The
birthday cake; (2) Sylvia Mancini Torcon Il in 2003. She said she'd heardhite House. Good Evening.” I'l leave you

thing from the Worldcon at all, indeed ; e
helps Ray blow out the candles; (3) "°-'"9 o ; ;| ' wanting to know what is in-between.
Bo Derek poses for photo with Ray. wondering if her Attending Membership pay:

- L ment had gotten lost, so that upon arriving
(Photos by John King Tarpinian.) she dutifully paid for an Attending Member-
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way. She said she now sees her magazine asYes, hectographs,” she said. “In any case,
y Z a hybrid between print and electronic ver-you took this jelly and...”
&OMWW“ sions. | left for home, knowing that fans, even in
Williams noted thafAsimov'scirculation the age of LiveJournal and cosplay, could
had been artificially inflated for years by still timebind.

Z %@& Publishers Clearing House subscriptions, and

that she expected the print version would be Chicago in 2012

around for a good long while. She also dis- .
Capclave counted warnings that the prozines were AddS Online PU|p_S )

doomed. “People say, ‘You're going to die. S0 many writers have been interested in
October 17-19, 2009 Youre going to die, Wiliams said. contributing stories to the Chicago worldcon
Rockville, MD “Magazines die all the time.” bid's series of collectible pulps that extra
By Martin Morse Wooster | asked the panelists how to get peopl&SUes will be created and posted at the Chi-

under the age of 50 interested in print fictionc290 in 2012 website where fans can read

This year's participants at Capclave, oncdnagazines. No one provided a coherent afhem for free. : :
againy held gt thep Rockville I—F|)ilton, were SWeT. f The hserlss of$gz(a)p?r IosUes eltre a\flalla:bl? to
greeted with all sorts of warnings. Roam the WSFA held its Small Press Award cere-aNs t:N Oh- uty 0; t?] Ft))qdp 'I'Cr? ec ﬁr
halls with a drink in your hand, we were told, MOny on Saturday night. Capclave member§'eMm fgrs Ip 10 support he fl : err]e .tzra]ve
and the hotel's alcohol cops would arrest yol{V®'® asked to wear “fancy dress, like Oscargteen t;ve mlnll-lrrllagazmefs S(-)t ar, e(;;\c with a
and send you to the slammer. The con suitd"d Tonys.” No one dressed up except fop oY )t/ ?)lwer; rtmwn Stwriter and a cover
items, we were told, were strictly limited by WSFA president Lee Strong and ColleerPY & notable artist.

Cahill, who chaired the committee oversee- 1he authors and titles of the stories to
order of local food regulators. (These regula: date are: Frederik Pohl, “Bialystok Strong-

tors apparently told the staff to “buy stuff atind the award. The winner was Greg ” . :
CostC(F))P andy “don't . supply an))// non. Siewert's “The Absence of Stars: Part |,uhead and the Mermen” (8/08), Mike Resnick,

caffeinated diet sodas.”) from the December 2008rson Scott Card's 1he Paternal Flarrle" (11/08), Matthew
Despite all these warnings, | had my usudf'tergalactic -~ Medicine ~ Shaw  Siewert Woodring  Stover, "South Loop  Whip-
good time at Capclave. Like the past severéFanked the “Washington Science FictionSaW" (2/09). Phyliis Eisenstein, "Boltzmann

Capclaves attendance was probably around/fters Association,” a “super-talented" Schiaparell a“nd the_Lizard King."" (6/09),
300. WSFA would love to get Capclave updroup. He also promised that Part Il wouldGene Wolfe, “Planetarium in Orbit” (8/09)
to around 500 attendees, and there have be@RPe€ar Real Soon Now. _?_Zghfiz)]li?gg)-l.. Green “Root Canals at Lane

lots of complaints about how the low atten The cover artists have been: Frank R.

dance was due to The Greying of Fandor
The WSFAns tried to boost attendance k
placing a notice in the onling/ashington

Post literary calendar and handing out flier:
at the National Book Festival. These activi
ties do not seem to have helped. WSFA al:
offered discounts of the $65 at the door a
mission price to students and soldiers.

couldn’t tell how many students showed ug
but I didn’'t see anyone in uniform.

WSFA decided to revive WSFA Press
which produced four titles in the 1990s an
one title in 2005. The goal was to provid
Capclave with a second income stream fro
book collectors. WSFA proceeded with thi
project even though three of the four ‘90
books and the 200Buture Washingtoran-
thology are still in print. The resulReincar-
nations collects seven short stories of Au-

Paul, delphyne woods, Stephan Martiniére,
Randy Broecker, Deb Kosiba and Kaja
Foglio.

The next paper issue will be released at
Capricon in February.

The first free online issue was posted in
September, featuring Richard Garfinkle's
“Eternal Quadrangle” and a cover by Ales-
sandra Kelley. In October, Lois Tilton’s
“The Chapter of the Transfixing of the
Heart” with a Brad Foster cover was released
Others will follow in the months no paper
issues are scheduled to come out.

A WesterConChord
ConChord 23, the Southern California filk
convention, will partner with Westercon 63,
both to be held at the same Pasadena location

thor GoH Harry Turtledove, one of which is  The guests of honor were then giverpver the July 4 holiday in 2010. There will

original. It's an attractive litle (5" by 8”) awards. Harry Turtledove got a globe thaP® an Ace Double-style Program Book....

book, produced by Sean Wallace of Primdloated above its platform thanks to electro- )

Press and designed by the Australian bookmagnets. (The globe, Turtledove explained, New Aussiecon 4 Rate

packaging firm Linduna. was “run by elves.”) Sheila Williams got an Aussiecon 4's membership rate increase took
| only managed to get to one panel, calleg@ngraved whisky flask, which complementeceffect September 1. The new US attending

“Save the Magazines!” featuring formerthe bottle of single malt Scotch she had gotrate is $225.

Asimov’'sand Amazingeditor George Scith- ten earlier in a private ceremony.

ers, Asimov’s editor Sheila Williams, the Afterwards, Williams was explaining how BASFA 1000

Editor GoH, and a bunch of people affiliateddefore the Internet science fiction was harg,, pay Area Science Fiction Association

with webzines in some way. Williams saidto find. She explained that she was talking tqq e ateq its 1000th meeting October 4,

that her magazine and the three other DeRusty Hevelin, who told her about how Back

fiction magazines were among the first one#n the Day fans would use “hexographs” to

to sign up for the Amazon Kindle, and thatPub Their Ish.

the Kindle was sending new customers her “Hectographs?” | said.

during SiliCon.
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OBITUARIES

strong bidzine for the next Eastern site seledime zone virgin as, for the first time in her
tion. That was originally 1970 but moved tolife, she left the Eastern time zone. Later that
1971 when Heidelberg bid for 1970. Charlie year, at the academic Secondary Universe llI
along with Dave Vanderwerf and Ed Meskysconference, Dena was the one who wrote on
were to be tri-editors with each responsibleéhe blackboard “get science fiction out of the
for one aspect — editorial, reproduction, mailclassroom and into the gutter where it be-
ing, etc. The first trial issue was scheduled fotongs.” That year Charlie and Dena were
May of 1968; it featured news of Suford married and_ocuswas nominated for its first
Charles N. Brown Lewis’ auto accident — 10 days after her marHugo.

As reported last issugocus publisher, edi- riage to.Tony — for the next few issueg the In 1972 Charlie and Dena moved tq the

tor, and co-founder Charles N. Brown (1937_ma|n articles were of. auto an other acgldentay Area and | 9n|y saw .them aF conventions.

2009) died peacefully in his sleep July 12/n fandom. That first issue was run off in theCharlie kept editing, writing reviews fdro-

2009 on his way home from Readercon. Lewis's living room in Belmont, MA on cusand elsewhere. In 1977 he and Dena were
Tony's AB Dick mimeograph. divorced. | believe she went to South Africa
aor s There was some discussion on the name wifith her parents.
Charles Nikki BI‘OWF! the zine — in some alternate universe it was Charlie kept working ohocus now full-
A Personal Perspective calledPulsar--- but it was decided to name it time, winning award after award. Charlie was
by Tony Lewis Locus From the firstL ocuswas partisan and Special Guest at Boskone 40, 2003, at the

supported the Boston (and other) bids; it waSheraton Boston. He was never a Worldcon
only later, as the magazine segued to a moguest of honor which is a shanf8oon after
professional look that this aspect wasTony wrote this obituary, Brown was named
| first met Charlie in 1966. He was veryinter-dro-pped.' Ea}rly on it was found .that a tri-_one of Reno's GoH’s.pharIie'fs Iater career
ested in the Boston in 1967 bid — run by Dav editorship (#dn’t work and Charlie becameis more “pupllc” and will be printed in full in
vanderwerf. Mike Ward and Erwin Straussqhe sole edltor.. Dave Vanderwerf eventuallyan obituary irLocus

The newly ’formed Boston Science Fiction‘pompletely gaflateq anld.Ed Meskys was .hav- I last saw Char!le the Saturday of Reader-
Society was making the bid; members ining trouble with his vision. After two t(lal con 2009. His parting \{vords were “See you at
luded Leslie Turek Ben B ! Al Hill issuesLocuswent “official” and has contin- Montreal.” Alas, that will not occur.

cluded Leslie 'urek, ben sova, Alma Hil yoq on g regular basis ever since. As a fan-

ine, Locus used to produce an annual art Wrai Ballard

my thesis and fighting my draft board so I
y Jg y of the| ggendary Seattle fanzine fan Wrai Ballard

Boskones to gain experience and credibility.].r?ijsOr professional and fan artists of the daygjieq july 24. He was 85 and very ill. He is

Charlie was a major advisor. After all, | be_diminipractice ended as the fannish asped,ived by his wife, Carol and two children,

; shed. o Pilari
lieve he and Marsha helped convert Lunacon “ Sylvia Pilgrim and Donald Ballard.
from a one-day affair to a weekend conven: That year a large group of "Greater Bos- "pajard did his share of good writing in

' ton” fans took rooms and a large suite at Bayg+ years as a fan. And he achieved immortal
tion. . . . . Con — Charlie and Marsha, Elliott, Frank Seniri , ;
After the defeat in the voting at Tricon in S =52 Fon it (T TS e i [ame by inspiring Lee Jacobs’ mock epic
1966 — Bost in fourth of four. it rieto, Faul alvin, Leslie Turek, Lory Seld-gy|1ard Chronicles, a series of genre parodies
X oston came In fourth ot four, TWasy,,, “et al. We rented a minivan and toureg, ; «Q
believed that a major restructuring was,,. .. . r SAPS. The installment named “Six-Gun

. . 4 the area after the convention. : :
needed. By this time, Charlie’s section of . Ballard, the Musquite Kid" became a fan-
The next year, 1969, Charlie and Marshg,aqe movie. Al Lewis was the cameraman,

New York fandom (mostly Charlie, MarshaWere divorced Ron Ellik plaved the fitle ch 4 Erni
and Elliott Kay Shorter) were sometimes ' on Ellik played the ttle character, and Ernie
In the Summer of 1970, a group of tenyheatey, John and Bjo Trimble, Karen

referred to as Boston South. Late inn 1967, ” -
after NyCon Ill, NESFA was formed to bid greater Boston” fans rented a minivan andapgerson, Ron Ellik, Robert Lichtman, Terry

for a Boston Worldcon. BoSFS turned overgIrove to Oromocto, New Brunswick t0 Se€carr and Charles Burbee appeared in other

. . ohn Mansfield and the Base Gagetown Sci
all its assets to NESFA — basically, one large,ce Fiction Club. This was the £?irst - andlr()les'

coféee umil the ”gtht fto the name BOSI(Oneonly— OromoctoCon. Charlie was on this trip Ben Indick
and a smafl amount ot money. s was Dena Benatan who was to be Charlie’s en Indic

Charlie felt that one of the elements Ofgecond wife. We joked as we passed intgen Indick (1923-2009), popular and highly
defeat was the bad press Boston had gotten New Brunswick that Dena was no longer L£steemed fanzine fan, passed away September
the fanzine~ocal Pointand resolved to run a 28 at the age of 86 after a period of shaky

Reprinted from Instant Message #823
by permission of the author
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health. He is survived by his wife, Janet, two Dorf ran Detroit's “Triple Fan Fest” be- ited Speculative Japan: Outstanding Tales of
grown children and two grandchildren. fore moving to California. When he met KenJapanese Science Fiction and Fantagse-

In years gone by Ben was a prolific writerKrueger, owner of Alert Books in Ocean senting stories by Japanese writers in English
of letters of comment to fanzineBile 770 Beach, they gathered other enthusiasts artdanslation, a book launched at Nippon 2007.
luckily among them. He became one of théheld the first Golden State Comic Con, at He is survived by his wife Tomoko,

leading personalities in Donn Brazier's fa-San Diego’s U.S. Grant Hotel in 1970. daughter Miika, and sons Makato and Akito.
mousTitle in the 1970s. Dorf led the convention for about 15
Ben received the First Fandom Hall ofyears, but as Mark Evanier tells it on his Hal Haag

Fame award at Anticipation. Besides his longNews From Me” site, “There’s a long, un- Baltimore fan Hal Haag died from an appar-
-running fanzineBen's Beat he wrote vol- comfortable story of how he came to be €Szt heart attack on August 12. He was a for-
umes of articles for other zines and particitranged from the organization. Many of US\ar Balticon chair and its regular gaming
pated in REHUPA, the Robert E. Howardwitnessed it (and tried to help) but it was ong,,<t He served on the Baltimore Science

United Press Association. of those problems that just could not berjstion Society Board of Directors. In recent
His nonfiction bookGeorge Alec Effin- solved, at least to his satisfaction.” years served as an officer of the Maryland
ger: From Entropy to Budayeesppeared in Dorf confessed to the San Diedaion-  55mes Club. He was also involved in run-

1992. He also wrote §ch0larly and pro arti-_Tribunein a 2906 Fnterview “We had no idea ning the Farpoint Convention Gaming Room

cles, reviews and stories. “H. Russell Wakeit would get this big. To me, it's just become 55 \well as multiple other gaming events in

field: The Man Who .Believed ?n Ghosts” an ordeal. | don’t know of any way to mal.<ethe area[Source: Skip Morris]

appeared inDiscovering Classic Horror it smaller, though. | guess in some ways it's

Fiction (Borgo Press, 1992) and his inter-become too much of a success.”

view of Nelson S. Bond ran iRublishers There remained bonds of respect and .DOI‘] Ivan Punchatz

Weekly affection, however. Six of the original Comic F@med illustrator Don Ivan Punchatz (1936-
Robert Lichtman advised the Trufen list-Con committee members visited Dorf in the2009) died October 22 of cardiac arrest. He

“Contributions in Ben's memory can be hospital on October 17. And many otherg¥as an acknowledged influence on the sf art

made to The Dramatists Guild Fund. Theposted salutes to the Shel Dorf Tribute sitdield who did some of the most iconic sf

Guild, of which he was a lifetime member, isbefore he died. book covers of his “generatlon. As the New

America’s national organization York Timesnoted: “Mr. Punchatz was a

of playwrights, and is a group that was dear Ken Krueger skilled .hyperrealist With a penchant for the
to his heart.[Source: Andrew Porter] g fantastic and absurd. His cover art for works

Comic-Con cofounder Ken Krueger passeqiye |saac Asimov'sFoundationtrilogy and
Shel Dorf away November 21 from a heart attack, repjarjan Ellison’sDangerous Visionsnthol-
el Do ports Digital Spy While Krueger is best o4 \as a striking blend of romantic meta-

Shel Dorf, one of the creators of the Sarknown for helping plant the seeds of the o and supematural fantasy - what one
Diego Comic-Con, passed away November popular megacon by his work on the ﬁrStcoIIeague called ‘elegantly weird.” He
of kidney failure at the age of 76. Golden State Comic-Con in 1970, he had &,5rked for the paperback publishe}s Ace
long history in sf fandom be- pg| Avon, Warner and NAL.”
fore that.

Krueger attended the first .
Worldcon in 1939. He part of In Passing
the group photograph taken at

the Slan Shack that appearedza””y Leach Dillson, a Chattanooga
in All Our Yesterdaysproba- fan died from leukemia on September

bly shot during one of the 25. She was on the Chattacon board for over
large fannish gatherings there 20 years, served as Treasurer and ran several
during WWII, since he was departments over that time, including con-

living in Buffalo around that Suite. She was S6.

time.
During the 1950s Krueger Barbara Bova died in September, repoi®é

had a small press of his own Site. She ran a literary agency and had been

Shroud. He published such’ married to Ben Bova for 35 years.

books asThe Dream-Quest of .

Unknown Kadathby H. P. Melbourne fan,David McDonnell, passed
away from cancer on 21 Juljsource: Aus-

Lovecraft. °
tralian SF Bullsheet]

Gene Van Troyer

Specialt blish@&onald M. Grant
Poet and sf author Gene Van pecially press pLbishérora ran

) passed away in Florida on August 19 after an
Troyer, 58, died July 17 of jjiness lasting some years. He is survived by
cancer. his wife, Shirley, and his two children.

Van Troyer worked as an  pon was member of PEAPS for a short
English teacher in Japan. Heiime (The Pulp Era Amateur Press Society
served for a time as an assiso nded by long-time SF fan Lynn Hick-

tant editor ofStar*Ling news- an) He'd been retired to Florida for the
letter of the Science Fiction past several years.

Poetry Association.
With Grania Davis, he ed- Noted  commercial illustrator Edward
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Valigursky died September 7 at the age of
82. He worked as an art director or did covers
for Amazing StoriedF andFantastic Adven-
turesin the 1950s and 1960s.

British fantasy authotouise Cooper passed
away on October 21 of a brain aneurysm at
her home in Cornwall at the age of 57.

Mary Schaub (1943-2009) passed away
September 255FWA Newseports. She col-
laborated with Andre Norton on the Witch
World novelThe Magestoneand wrote many
short stories set in Norton’s fantasy universes.

It was recently learned that St. Louis faob
Schoenfeld died in 2006. He was a member
of The Saturday People (the invitational club
in St. Louis), editor of the St. Louiscon Pro- (Left) Wrai Ballard; (Right) Donald M. Grant (photo by Andrew Porter.)
gram Book, and publisher of two comics-

oriented fanzinesGosh Wowand On the

Drawing Board [Source: Joyce Katz, An- Glendale, AZ, whose back yard connected toision's Jeopardy) team of DePauw Univer-

drew Porter] that of Bruce and Hilde, long-time friends.  sity. She read very widely and had a phe-
She entered the internet late but with aomenal memory.
Anne Janet Braude vengeance. For her, a very formative book She was an intelligent scholar and skilled

was Kenneth GrahamWind in the Willows writer, wrote some brilliant pieces fbliekas
by Ed Meskys & Bru,ce Arthu.rs and her favorite character was Mole. Laterand helped edit some issues. She was sole
Anne Braude (1942-2009) died quietly in hefyjijliam Horwood's Duncton Woodwas an- editor of the special issuéndre Norton:
sleep in Kindred hospital, Peoria, Arizona,,iher |andmark book, and she fixed on molefables and FuturesWith Fred Lerner, she
Tuesday afternoon, August 25. Her friendsyg 5 personal icon. She took Talpianna, Latinompiled a glossary to all the literature re-
Bruce Arthurs and M.R. "Hilde" Hildebrand ¢4 'mole" combined with her name, as herferred to by John Myers Myers in his novel,
were by her side. , on-line identity, and collected mole figurinesSilverlock This was later included in the
Anne had been in increasingly poor health 4 other paraphemalia. She spent much timESFA Press reissue Silverlock She sold
for several weeks when she asked Bruce tg, the internet, largely on listservs and fotwo fantasy stories, "The Quincunx Solution"
take her to the emergency room at nearbyms dealing with words, the English lan-in Catfantastic IVedited by Andre Norton,
Banner Thunderbird Medical Center on Jung ;a6 and romantic suspense novels. One ahd "For A Transcript, Send Five Dollars" in
7th. On June 9 she underwent emergencyer most important lists was Delphi forumOlympusedited by Bruce Arthurs, as well as
abdominal surgery, from which she was nevep;ctionary.com, to which she contributedan article to Ellery Queen Mystery magazine
able to fully recover. She remained in inten, e 55 000 posts and comments. and some poems. She was a frequent corre-
sive care for much of the next two months, o1 father had been a West Point graduagpondent with numerous fans and writers.
until she was transferred on August 18th tQhq career Army, so Anne spent her youth all We are planning a special issueNikas
Kindred Hospital, an extended acute-cargyound the world, transferring from school toin honor of her life and writing, and solicit
facility. , _ _school and never establishing roots. In 1962eminiscences, and suggestions of items to
She entered the science fiction communitgpe \was a member of the undefeated chameprint.

in 1965 when fellow UC Berkeley graduatepion GE College Bowl (a predecessor of tele-
student Ruth Berman brought her to a meet-

ing of the local SF club, the Elves', Ghomes',
and Little Men's Science Fiction, Marching,
and Chowder Society. Anne quickly became
a regular contributor to miiekas Buck &
Juanita Coulson¥andrq and other fanzines,
initially writing as "Nan Braude." By 1989,
when Niekas was again nominated for the
Best Fanzine Hugo award, Anne was listed as
one of the editors, along with Mike Bastraw
and myself.

Also in the 1960's, Anne expanded her
interests into the new Society for Creative
Anachronism, doing a column for their maga-
zine Tournaments lllustratedand the Mytho-
poeic Society. She attended a few west coast
conventions before she returned to her par-
ents' home, a condo in Scottsdale, AZ, where
she continued to live after her parents' death.
In 2002, she sold it and bought a home in
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John Hertz Westercon Notebook

Westercon LXII “FiestaCon,” July 2-5, 2009
Mission Palms Hotel, Tempe, Arizona

Writer Guest of Honor, Alan Dean  end_of_eternity.html>. To “Jekyll and Hyde” Boop and me; at 7, Related Book, Long-
Foster: Graphic Artist.  Todd the best guide | know is Nabokov, in hisForm Editor, and Novel, with Kathryn
o . : ... posthumously publishetectures on Litera- Daugherty and Paige — ending with an hour
Lockwood; Editor, Sj[an Schmidt; ture (also has Kafka’s “Metamorphosis”), asleft, papermen long having mailed, electron-
Fans, Doreen & Jim Webbert; ysual perceptive, poetic, and powerful.men still at it.
Toastmasters, Teresa & Patrick “Oysters” won Davidson a Hugo and is For me Thursday at 5 was “Jekyll and
Nielsen Hayden. Attendance about probably his best-known. There’s an intro-Hyde.” This andEternity | led alone; for
duction in theTreasuryby Guy Davenport. “Oysters” | joined Teresa Nielsen Hayden.
600. In the Art _ShOW’ about $5,200 Reading is the root. Katherina Nabity in the audience noted how
sales by 51 artists. The Phoenix airport had aviative mo-holding Jekyll's vices offstage had the effect
ments etched in glass panels along a slidder us of keeping them timeless. Hyde'’s hor-
Chris Garcia, who in my mind used to beway. | noted Leonardo da Vinci. Nearby,ror was heightened as he was gentlemanly in
Lightning Lad until | was shown how abys- Tempe was hot, but the con was cool. Ocrime, avoiding a scene, paying up. We rec-
mally ignorant of the Legion of SuperheroesTempe was cool, and the con was hot. Chrisagnized three voices in the three narrators
that proved me, was to run the Fanzingian McGuire, with the truck, again brought Utterson, Lanyon, and Jekyll, an achieve-
Lounge. | looked forward to this. However spectacular s-f matte and illustration fromment of the author’s; each drawing us farther
mispoetically | had characterized his powersLocal 790, I.A.T.S.E. (Int'| Alliance of The- on, lighting a new lamp, unveiling — though

it was within them. He would be electric. He Jekyll thought he was veiling, to show us
proved unable to attend. | was asked to re- which was another achievement. See Jekyll's
place him, although | am more like — no, ljnvulnerable good will clothed in marvelous hypocrisy, his minimization of his
won’t. Anyhow | agreed. | accumulated sam-pqdity. misdeeds. | asked, is he a scientist?

ple fanzines for people to browse through, Fredson Bowers In the hotel lobby | met the Daughertys.
decorations, and following the Geri Sullivan James said it was too late to watch the Dra-
rule, toys. These | shipped ahead, or more matic Presentation nominees. | said, anyone

accurately trucked. Fanzines are heavy, man .| Stage Employees, Moving Picturewho'd seen them but was still undecided

| considered packing myself in one of theTechnicians, Artists, and Allied Crafts). | set

cartons but in the event went by air. After ! . e . .

: oY up the Fanzine Lounge in the Cavetto RoonThose infinitesimal jests that caused
Herb Kelleher retired as president of South-next door. Mike Glyer, unable to attend, sentp; -
west Airlines there wasn’'t as much bourbo : ; ’ him at least such enormous merri-

. ) enerous cartonsful dfile 770 free for the
as there had been. But it was all right. . ent.
Moo 1 hadd awith Programmingg nicked taking; several .feet were gone by the endrn
Classics of S-F to discuss. These were As'(hmm’ sounds like a Tim Powers story). The

|_ e .
: ; : > hotel was set round a courtyard, titillating my
mov's End Of. Eternity Dayyldson s "Or All ,sense of wonder each time | crossed betweeanight be helped. Kathryn said, some who
the Seas with Oysters,” and Stevenson

“Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde 'Worlds of air. Restaurant tables in bothattend are readers, not voters, or at .Ieast not
The Davidson was p.artly 2 tribute t'o Tereéz‘a’vorlds were pqpulous. voters just now; the;y’re looking for thlngs to
Nielsen Hayden, who edited the wonderful . Westercon is often the last chance to reread, to yvatphz | said, why not? A Classics of
Avram Davidson’ Treasurfor Tor. | had a Iv|e_w the .I-!ugq ballot before voting closes.S-F talk is similar, some folks will re-read or
tendrefor “Take Wooden Indiansl » which is WJth Antlupatlon (2009 Worldcon, Mon- read .th.em, some won't. Kathryn said, John
actually more of a science fi(;tion story tréal) in August., vqtes had tq be received byscalzi is readlng the best-se]lgrs of 1907. |
thouah it's not So easv savina what anythin’ 9 p.m. Mountain Time on Friday. But noth- later learned this was a specific set of books
of D%vidson’s S butyl r)éaﬁ]zed what theQng ventured, nothing gained. Programmingso marketed, namely F. Burnéftie Shuttlp
choice had to b’e | repeated a successfcpief Catherine Book, egged on by someR. ChambersThe Younger SeR. Connor,
stunt from LAcoﬁ v ?2006 Worldcon) %ropeller-head, sgheduled .the West.ercoﬁh_e Doctor F. Little, The Lady of the Deco-
There | got F.)e}mission from the holder 'ofLXII Really Last Minute Nominees Review: ration; G. McCutcheon,The Daughter of
fiahts to C.L. Moore’s “No Woman Born” Thursday at 5 p.m., Novella, Noveletﬁe,Apdersom H. MacGrath,HaIf a Rogug M.
fo% us to m.al.<e a copv available on the co Short Story, and Short-Form Editor, W|th Nicholson, The Port of M|§S|ng MerSir H.
Website through CI(F))zing Ceremonies Forrkalthryn Daugherty, Beth Meachar_n, ChrisParker,The WeaversH. Rives,Satan San-
“Oysters” | was able to do likewise : Paige; at 7, Pro .and Fan Artist, with Tonyderson L. Vance,The Brass Bowl .
Eternityhas been called the moét unusuaEarker of. Phoenix and me; at 9, Dramatic Another gathering-place was a vestibule
of the Good Doctor's books perhans hi resentation and Graphic Story, with Jamesutside the Art Show and Dealers’ Room,
P P SDaugherty and Parker; Friday at 6, Semiprowith Site Selection, tables for con bids and

best. A note .about it by me is on the VVebzine, Fanzine, and Fanwriter, with Davidfor clubs, a big display about exploring
<www.collectingsf.com/hertz/

Patrick O'Brian
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Space. The Webberts pondered the fate gfosed deleting Section 3.4 of the Bylaws, théefore they want to know or before they
their collection. Doreen said they'd been75-mile Local Exclusion Rule. Glenn Glazerknow how it fits in. The meaning of a word is
drawn to fandom by Bruce Pelz at the Tampaaid his Westercon LXIV bid for San Josethe negative space left by what the word
public library; he was reading fanzines andcand Westercon LX in San Mateo chaired bydoesn't mean. Gorg Huff in our audience
laughing. That never changed. | suggestelike Siladi (who was present), although
they think of the Eaton Collection (Riversidewithin 75 miles, were substantially different
campus, U. California). They knew his fan-fan groups that should not be blocked from Perceptive analyses and the
zines had gone there. | said, after seven yearsach other. Passed, subject to ratification nexgparkling rallies of active minds.
labor a preliminary indexing was just fin- year. Tom Veal said it was the first time he'd
ished. It can't be called the Rebecca and Leaboted on the prevailing side since Westercon A.R. Humphreys
collection, it would have to be Elayne and -XXXIX. Then Eternity. From the audience: “I o
no, I won't. Alice Massoglia ran the Hospital- love stories about moral choices. Asimov did
ity Suite, which throve with refreshment andthat a lot.” Another: “His longer fiction tends said, other words close down the meaning.
conversation. Lee & Alexis Gillland had to bog down — except this.” Another, female:Nielsen Hayden said, in dysfunctional prose
come across the country, another East-Weéln Eternity he shows great insight into the author doesn’t close down anything.
connection for Westercon. woman.” | read aloud. Davidson understood how talk works. Later |
Friday, 10 a.mArt Showand Print Shop Right after, in the same room, | moderatedaught the last half of “Traditional Religions
signs by the Southwest artist Sherlock, color*Masquerade Judging” with Sandy Manningin S-F,” which Nielsen Hayden moderated. |
ful and witty, had been preserved by localand the Wombat. Programming didn’'t want tocame in as she said “Remember, the Vati-
fans. | hadn’t seen her work recently, but lkeep rooms stuck to “tracks,” or assume onlygan’s astronomer is a fan.”
later heard she exhibited at Armadilloconpeople with a special interest would go for a Boop likedWeird Talesamong semiprozi-
XXXI (Austin, 2009). Time for Sylvana topic. We try, we said, to take everything intones, as others also eventually proved to; he
Gish's Art Show tour. | remembered her won-account. Manning said, show us the universpraised its putting its original into today's
derful bronze sculpture at Westercon LVIlin which a character exists. The Wombat saidyorld. Among fanzines he likeile 770 We
(File 770 144). She explained pit-firing pot- kings shouldn’t slouch. John O’Halloran indiscussed “amateur,” and with a little time to
tery to the Gilllands: no glaze, lower tem-the audience said, make it big. Chris O saidspare he and | went to the Fanzine Lounge
peratures than kilns, metals can emerge fromse the stage. | said, cultivate a sense ofhere he could look closer at some he'd
the soil; once she’d wrapped a pot in avent. Another in the audience: what weighscarcely seen. Regency Dancing at 8. |
kitchen-scrubber to get coppéakupots by is given to music, to the Master of Ceremo-danced with Paige, reviewer fd&€onNota-
Brelyn Fidler, age 5, were the talk of thenies? We said, they can help you; we try notions and filker, who had been four years an
town. Gish said, her grandmother couldn’t ddo let them hurt you. Another: what aboutArmy medic, and knew Sean Smith from St.
these. “Zowie Pot,” highlighted with copper, mistakes? We said, recover well. At Buccon-John's (founded 1696), the liberal-arts college
won Best 3-D. Art is not fundamentally de-eer (1998 Worldcon, Baltimore) in “The that has a great-books program and means it.

pendent upon skill. Huntress” Jeanette & Brian Healey's living Later, to hear filking, until 3 a.m.; as | ar-
metal insectoid motorcycle collapsed, with itsrived, “Every act of creation is an act of
| know. But | kept the receipt. rider, but “Huntress” won Best in Show. love.” Leslie Fish sang “Hard-copy every-

Three o’clock, “Oysters.” Nielsen Haydenthing that you do; hard copy lasts longer than
said Davidson was one of the great Americagou.” | remembered to ask for the Don Simp-

Lisa Hayes : . ; .
Y writers of mid-century. | mentioned the son song “A Ship of Stone.”

Treasury She’d helped sort boxes of David-  Saturday morning at 11, my Art Show tour

Kevin Standlee in a maple-leaf necktie forson’s papers. She said, Davidson never givdggalas thus missing the Apollo XI 40th-
Anticipation rapped a model railroad car onthe reader an opportunity to disagree. Iranniversary panel). We saw in three black
the table to start the Business MeetiAgsit “Oysters,” at the moment when Ferd sayseramic plates by Clay Martinez how his
omen A subcommittee of Standlee, Jamese’s afraid of bicycles as alien, it all sneakircles were subtly cracked, how he offset
Daugherty, McGuire, and Ben Yalow pro-up on you. Never tell things to an audiencéoright white lines by silver buttons. Joni
Dashoff said, we're re-discovering
artisanry. In Lockwood’s “Twilight
Realm,” one highlight below a man’s
right ear invited all to notice the man’s
paintbrush and palette, though most of
the picture was giant demons and
death and an ambiguous frost goddess
and flame. It won 1st place. A few
minutes in the Green Room. Louise
Kleba told of the American Indian
Science & Engineering Society, begun
by 2 men + 1 woman at Johnson Space
Center. She is now a flight-crew repre-
sentative for astronauts, had been on
the Apollo panel.

Sarah Clemens’ tour. Shadow is
everything, she said; it's the anchor.
Mark Roland’s forests and magic cities
looked lonely to her; he doesn’t show
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their people if they have any; the hinted faceacknowledged the danger to fankind of his

in “Enchanted Forest XVIII” seems no deni- having invited Mike Willmoth as Fan GoH, Changes of Address

zen — our dream? In “Dissent” andtheir known comic tendencies being likely togg Meskys, E-mail:

“Sunflower” we see he can do the humarreact. Perhaps there should be a Cadmi”"bdmeskys’@ roadrunner.com

figure if he wants. Dashoff's tour, 4 p.m. In aGoH. In the Hospitality Suite, the questionE|ayne Pelz, E-mail:

print of Richard Hescox’ “Space Vector” sheAre old or young more narrow-minded? elayne@maileater.net

pointed out the great diagonal marked by th&ome saicld. | saidyoung During the con  pjexander Slate, 4308 Ridgepath Drive,

missile magazine, the observer in his spacex thousand-piece jigsaw puzzle grew to- Dayton OH 45424; E-mail:

suit back-lit like the explosions on the planetgether. Susan Potter Stone of Seattle, neWIyaIstS@yahoo.com

other detail allowed to fall away. married to Tom Shaffer and recovering fromggth Spencer, P.O. Box 74122, Hillcrest
San Jose won the 2011 Westercon unopvidowhood, had come to help Massoglia pg Vancou;/er BC CANADA V5V 3P0

posed. Realizing we'd reached a Westercowith the blessing of her groom. Filking; a4 Wayne, E-m’aiI: 'I"aral@teksawy.com

blonde in funny-animal shoes sang “Would
you mind getting born somewhere else?’

Garth Spencerchanged his address a couple

!ndignation e_lt such a mode Of_ pass- Simpson’s Jack London song, “I would years ago, | just overlooked it til now. ..
ing the evening, to the exclusion of rather be a comet sending out a shining spark
all conversation. than the mightiest of planets lost unheeded in

Jane Austen  the dark” Kowal To Edit

Sunday noon, “The Effects of the World- .
Wide Web on Fanzines” with Jacqueline Hugo Showcase Series
number that would for the first time require 7Lichtenberg. Some of us forget that the prinfNext year Prime Books will publish the first
binary digits, the committee modestly said itruns of herStar Trekzines were 1,000 copies volume of a projected Hugo Award Show-
was going into seven bits on a two-bit horseof 500-page issues. Her accomplishments aase series edited by Mary Robinette Kowal,
Regency clothes again to judge the Masquenot to be sneezed at. She said fans deal witieginning with the award-winning stories
ade. | like the custom — it's not required —more mail than anyone else in the worldfrom 2009.
that judges and the M.C. dress up, and sinaghether paper or E. | said, making a zine is The official Hugo Awards site displays a

this is the funny-suit I'm known for, | wear
it. Manning was Masquerade Director, Cary
Riall the M.C., judges John O, Nyki Robert-

It came to be understood that where

beautiful mock-up of the proposed cover by
Donato Giancola, winner of this year's Best
Professional Artist Hugo.

son, and me, workmanship judge Claudid Was it was safe to turn your back.

Villa. We started at 6 so all would be free to o Beyond Bree 2010 Calendar
watch fireworks. A week in advance the Teresa of Avila Beyond Breethe Tolkien newsletter, is ac-

hotel sprang on the con that a cabafia would cepting orders for its 2010 art calendar. The
open on the swimming-pool deck selling o ) theme is “Hobbits of the Shire.” There is
food and drinks — not just to us — with anan artistic act. From the audience, the Web iSew and reprinted art in both color and black

elaborate scheme of wristbands and maxia distribution device. Lichtenberg said, fever—and-white by Ted Nasmith, Tim Kirk, Jef
mum attendance. The committee negotiated.drives people to the Web, like a gold rUShMurray, Sylvia Hunnewell,’ Louise \’(ing
Diana Gallegos as “Suki the WaterPlucking my same cord | said, art is not achen, Octo Kwan and others. The calendar
Dragon” won Best Novice (also Best Work-extra; it's woven inlt’s easycan be high but |ists both Middle-earth dates and real-world
manship in Class, self-molded fish headsnot highest. At Closing Ceremonies, theholidays.
hand-painted armbands). John Autore ablielsen Haydens said “Our first Westercon  pqceeds go to benefBeyond Bree
“Bachelor #1” (Journeyman), a Re-Creationwas Westercon XXXI,” famous in song andawsletter of the JRR Tolkien Special Inter-
entry from Beauty and the Begstwvon a story. Two hours helping to load StorageestGroup of American Mensa
Workmanship Award for use of found ob- Con chair Willmoth was everywhere.
jects; as a nice touch he carried a bblakwv
to Have Sex in the WoadBest Journeyman
was Tasha & Chuck Cady's “Which Mon-
keys?,” the 193%Dz movie’'s Wicked Witch
by cell-phone, two entrants who are always
clever, showing in this case that a harvested
field can still yield. Best Master was “He’s
Just Not That Into You,” Angel Brent, Fran-
ces Burns, Diane Harris, Barbara Ratti, three
Victorian ladies and a helpless Steampunk
gentleman. A treat not in competition was
“Destination Libation” from Costume-Con
XXVII (2009, Baltimore), a Steampunk
spectacular by Jeff Jennings, Nola Yergen
Jennings, Jean Palmer, Jeanine Swick, and
Gail Wolfenden Steib, with a brass engine
and Guinness.
| drank four Ridge zinfandels with Linda
& Rich McAllister, who had a good fire-
works view. At the San Jose party, Glazer
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To Walk the Moon

A Convention Report
For the 2009 Worldcon in Montreal
by the Fan GoH
Taral Wayne

Part Un - Mercredi/Wednesday lackluster performance by all accountsthat appeared in several fanzines (notably
and behind the scenes were an unusug Drink Tank. There’s no need to go
A fan is Guest of Honour at a worldconnumber of ugly little stories about over it again. Instead, we’ll skip ahead to
only once. It doesn't say so in the rulespersonality clashes, arrogance, naivet&arly August, a few days before
so far as | know, but what are the odds cdnd possible malfeasance. My owprAnticipation.
being chosen twice? In fact, the reality ixperience was one of frustration and A number of things had to be rushed
that deserving fans far outnumber thelisappointment. Efforts to contribute artto completion, not the least being a
select few who are actually honored. ko Torcon publications were rebuffedcolour drawing. Ultimately it wasn’t
joined an elite club of only three otherutterly, much to my astonishment.used, but | couldnt know that at the
Canadians. Mike Glicksohn and Susamlthough encouraged by some membertime. | had things to pack, art to frame,
Wood in 1975, Robert Runté in 1993,0f the concom, there was no gettingpanking that had to be done,
and nowTaral Wayne in 2009 around the difficulty of a publications arrangements to be made with a neighbor
The story properly begins last yearhead who had not the least interesto look after my cat, and a new internet
when | received e-mail from the Instead, the con relied almost exclusivelyservice provider to close a deal with
Montréal Worldcon bid asking if | was on the con chairman’s wife for art. before | could leave. Not the least of my
willing to be the Fan Guest of Honour if Would it be rubbing it in too much to problems was that | would have a
they won. | wasn’'t so burned out ormention that Torcon llI's program book houseguest.
disillusioned yet as to say “no,” so | saidwas the most primitive looking since at  Anticipation allowed me to bring a
“ves.” The next few months were leastthe early 1970s? guest to the con. | wasn’'t married and
anxious ones, as | waited to learn As if that weren't bad enough, | haddidn’t have a significant other, so |
whether the Worldcon would be held inbeen working with a furry fan namedoffered the freebie to Marc Schirmeister.
Montréal or Kansas City, but for onceTom to organize a presence of Schirm and | go way back. We first
the Ghods were acting on my behalf, andnthropomorphic fandom at themet at Iggy in 1978, and for many years |
the voters chose another Canadian bi&/orldcon. After months of fruitless e- was his guest in LA whenever | attended
over the safe one. mail that Torcon mostly ignored, the conConFurence. He stayed here in 2003, for
By no means was this inevitable. Imade an unexpected announcementorcon. Aside from a fold-out bed,
heard a lot of scuttlebutt before theThey had nominated a third party (whothough, | hadn’t much to offer him that
voting, and it wasn't very reassuring. Nodid not even live in Toronto) as theirtime. This time | could offer him his own
one seemed terrifically enthusiastic abouliaison with the furries. At that point, | bed in the main con hotel, a free
Kansas City, to be sure. But Canadiamas so bloody furious | left the entiremembership, and the extra cost of travel
Worldcons are handicapped by a bordemess in Tom’'s hands, and swore offrom T.O. to Montréal.
that causes no end of petty hassles fdraving anything more to do with Torcon. The problem was, Schirm was
dealers and artists trying to bring theirTom, it has to be said, handled the mattearriving only the day before we left for
material into the country. Worse, thewith patience, and if nothing else at leasthe Worldcon. | had to pick him up at
border had been tightening up steadilynanned a table for anthropomorphid®earson International as a matter of
since the destruction of the World Traddandom throughout the con. courtesy. Since the transit authority had
Center only two years before. American You might go so far as to say that mypegun regular bus service right to the
fans were faced with a possibility ofacceptance of Montréal's offer was interminal, getting to the airport had been
having to have passports to enter Canagzart an unsubtle form of revenge. cheap and easy. | arrived on time, and so
for the first time. The next year or so after Montréaldid Schirm’s flight. | hadn’t seen him for
Worse, there had been a Canadiasnnounced its guests was a busy one far while. Let’s say we’dothaged a bit...
Worldcon not five years before. Torconme. I've also chronicled it in great detail,but gracefully. He was wearing a funny
Il had left few with fond memories, in a number of articles such as “Lootingsort of pork pie hat he’d found at Target
either. While short of a disaster, it was ahe Worldcon,” and “The Countdown,” for under ten bucks. | had to smile more
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had to be one of those streetcar on the corner, and go directly
times. | managed well downtown to Union Station to catch the
enough up to a point. train? As well, the station in Montréal
Then random chance was just across the street from the Delta
reared its ugly head. | Centre Ville, my hotel. The train would
had no way to know that be more convenient, more pleasant, and
streetcar service had cheaper by far.

been interrupted by So naturally, a few days before the
repair, and the route con, VIA Rail went on strike.

diverted. We were left Alan pulled strings quickly,
on foot about a mile switching my travel arrangements to
from home, and had to Porter Air. Porter was a commuter
carry Schirm’s luggage airline that flew out of the Toronto
the whole way. Much as Island Airport. It was a dinky airfield,

The Toronto Islands were an archipelago that . . . . .
pead | enjoyed the time butthen it was a dinky island as well.

enclosed and created the harbor. Before the

mid 19% century they hadn’t even existed, together, catching up on  I'd never flown from the Island
but after a particularly violent storm, the gossip and old times, the Airport before, nor on an inter-city
sandbar across the Don River became a walk back nearly commuter flight, so the change in plan
series of low, swampy islets. In time, plant reduced me to a cripple. wasn’t unwelcome. It would even be a
growth solidified the sandbanks, and people If it had been any other small adventure. So just as naturally as
moved to inhabit them. Most of the island time, | would have they went on strike, VIA Rail was back
chain was public parkland by the 1960s. Not rested the next day, in service the same day Alan booked us
only had there been a small town once, of spending my time off all on the plane. We stuck with the
which vestiges remained, but even a ball my feet, hanging around plane.

park. It was the original location for the old the apartment, and that  Arrangements for flying were slightly
Maple Leafs team. Originally built in 1897, would have done the more complicated though. Schirm and |
the grandstand was destroyed by fire and trick. had to meet Alan downtown, by the
rebuilt several t|,mes: The 1910 stadium was But it wasnt any Royal York Hotel. Alan had his own
officially Hanlan’s Point Stadium, and known other time. Next day, guest, Jeanne Bowman, who | met for

informally as the Island stadium. For the early, we were meeting the first time. A shuttle bus stopped at
iTser;IIec?giLr:ﬁ:) 'Ea";fs ilsatc?;tagr? lSaeVrlizr.nigtr Alan Rosenthal, the hotel and picked up passengers for
5 1914 Babe Ruth hit his first home run downtown. the airport. It was a fairly short drive.

! Alan was my Nevertheless, | thought we rode half

there. Unfortunately, the Leafs team left the . ,, ;
Island for their new Maple Leaf Stadium on minder” for the con. way back the way we’d come before we

the mainland in 1925, and the Island Like Schirm, he was an finally pulled into a tiny ferry dock. The
stadium came down for the last time two old, old friend. In fact, I ferry itself was only a sort of floating
years later. In 1939 the site was chosen for knew Alan when | think bridge, with an open car deck below,
the King George VI Airport, and used for he was literally a kid. and a one-room passenger deck above. It
training in WWII. It’s been in constant use We were friends while put out from the dock and crossed the
for civil aviation as the Toronto Island Airport he went through 500-foot channel in about a minute.

ever since. university for his From the ferry, we entered a lounge

engineering degree, andto wait for our flight. Waiting is waiting,
we remained friends but there was a whole world of
at his luggage. Wherever he’d found thaafter he left Toronto for Seattle — to takedifference between this, and the usual
grip, it had likely once been the prideup a well-paid job with Microsoft. rows of not very comfortable seats and
and joy of some teenage girl in 1962 Although | had an official liaison with nothing to do at large airports. The
Apart from being small — manageable ag\nticipation for most things, | wanted Porter lounge was nicely carpeted,
Schirm might have put it — it was brightsomeone who would keep an eye at mirnished with tables and comfy chairs,
red plastic. “Why don’t you get one of at the con and remind me what | shoulénd had a self-serve refreshment bar
those new roller board cases?” | askee doing, and when | was supposed tstocked with snacks, soft drinks, juices,
“You just pull those, and don’t have todo it. Alan was my choice. and coffee. Alan, Jeanne, Schirm and |
carry them.” “The wheels break,” he He made all my travel arrangementsiad checked our luggage on leaving the
said. So do handles and snap fastenersa$ well. Our first plan was to take theferry, and enjoyed a leisurely brunch
thought, but being eccentric is whattrain. It wasn’t all that hard to get to thewith conversation before our flight was
makes Schirnschirm airport, since public transit extendedcalled. This was air travel as it was
Most times, this would only mean aservice via “the airport rocket.” Still, meant to be — not the mean, cramped,
tight schedule. But at times | suffer backwhy spend an enormous amount of timesuspicious experience it's become in
trouble, and naturally that Wednesdayn a terminal when | could catch a singlerecent years. | had an opportunity to get
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to know Jeanne, and quickly learned that Usually described as an extinctas “cold” breakfasts go, | had no
she liked my jokes. Ibvedher. volcano, Mont Royal is in fact a remnantcomplaints. Different cereals, fruit,
The flight took about ninety minutes,of a vast underground magma complebagels, rolls, yogurt, coffee and juice,
as | recall. The weather was good and dormed around 125,000,000 years aganmainly. We made good use of it, despite
25,000 feet it was easy to pick out salienClearly visible from its peak, or from anythe ungodly hours... Who gets up before
landmarks along the way. We passedthigh building in the city, are a number of11 at a con?
over Rice Lake, Southern Ontario'sassociated formations across the river. If A surprising number of people were
largest center of Hopewell Indiananything, they are higher, more dramaticalready at the con Wednesday. There was
culture. 1 had visited the mounds onceand wilder than their urban sister.quite a lot of activity, too, though none
and tried to paddle a canoe on anothdrooking out the window of the of it official. Priority humber one was
occasion, though | hadn’t the least ideombardier, Schirm expressed a hopeegistering. There was already a line, and
what | was doing. Next came a stretch ofve could take a trip to the top. It was jusit wasn’'t even dinnertime of the day
the Canadian Shield, identified bywhat | was thinking. We would do it , but before the con opened. As one of the
hundreds of tiny irregular lakes. Thenot until Tuesday following the con. Guests of Honour, | was escorted aside
Shield passes under the St. LawrencEortunately, too, we discovered that théo be handed my badge and membership
River, forming the Thousand Islands, andviont Royal Ave. bus drove through thepackage right away, while Schirm, Alan,

widens once more on the American sidepark without so much as an extra fare.

where it is known as the Adirondack Touchdown was at

Mountains. Past the Shield, you couldDorval. We took a taxi
see a change in how land was surveyedirect to the hotel.
Instead of the more compact fields ofThough there werg
Ontario, the farms in Quebec were laidcheaper means, my achir
out in long strips, a relic of seigniorial back convinced Alan tha
times. In those days, frontage on the riveit was worth the expensq
was life. Every farm had to front on theThrough gritted teeth,
river, or it was cut off from transport andconcurred. Check-in at th
would not survive. So the riverbank wasDelta Centre Ville was
divided into narrow slivers, only a few simple and easy; our bag
hundred feet wide, but several times thatvere carried to our roon
lengthwise. by a porter who was
At last, Montréal. As if the urban spoiled something awfu
build-up wasn't a dead give-away, theby the size of our tip.
mountain itself hove into view. | could  The room itself was 4§
see other famous landmarks easily. Thbit of a surprise. | hag
1967 Olympic Stadium would be hard tobeen led to expec
miss. There was the St. Lawrence Rivesomething like a suitg
too — a broad band of shallow water thatvhen | was offered an
marked the upper limit of navigation, and‘upgrade” to the 18 floor
was the raison d’etre for the city until theby the con. It was ar
opening of the Seaway in the 1950s. Iraveraged-size
the middle of the river were room, judging by those of
the islands that had been the site of thehose floor I'd slept in
Montréal World's Fair — Expo 67. past years. But since thi
Mont Royal gave the city its nametime | had a bed to myseli
and stands over the city like a guardianl. forgave the room its
Before the French came, an Iroquoisomewhat diminished
village named Hochelaga had rested iproportions. What the
its shadow. Tall and as rugged as it mayoom lacked in size, it dig
seem, the mountain is only a hill of somemake up for in providing
750 feet at its highest point, but it isaccess to the top floo
heavily wooded, and is protected as théounge, where free
city's crowning glory. In the 19 breakfast was offered fron
century, much of the mountain was8 to 10 every morning. I
designated a park. The trails andvould have been
belvederes were designed by Frederickvonderful if they had beer
Law Olmsted, who had also been théhot” breakfasts — bacon
genius behind Central Park in New Yorkeggs, toast, pancake
City. sausages and the like — b

The strange appearance of the 1967 Olympic
stadium was due to a unique design. Created
by a German architect, and probably built by
a Mafia-owned contractor, it looked like some-
thing from an expressionist SF movie. A weird
crane loomed over the bowl of the stadium,
and gathered cables from the roof. The notion
was that when the stadium was to be opened,
the cables would haul the fabric roof up to-
ward the tip of the crane. It was a futuristic
design, and would have impressed the world if
it had ever worked. Unfortunately, it didn't. I
think it only operated successfully a handful of
times, ripped more than once, leading to re-
pairs that cost in the millions of dollars, and
more recently parts of the concrete structure
have detached themselves from the main
building and crashed to the ground, narrowly
avoiding killing numbers of people. From the
air, it looked like Space City, or something
from the Thunderbirds’ island. If they had
been real, no doubt, they would have been
every bit as much of a hit with image-
conscious Montréalers as the 1967 Olympic
Stadium. But at least Gerry Anderson’s table-
top rotating skyscrapers, and launch pads hid-
den beneath movable swimming pools
worked!

and Jeanne had to grit their teeth and join
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the end of the line.

This was the first time |
saw the printed membership
badges. Having done the art,
I knew they were going to be
gorgeous, but | couldn’t
know just how gorgeous. |

had suggested using the
same artwork as had
appeared on the final

progress report, but digitally
subduing the background so
that the con logo and names
would be more legible. Lea
Farr was in charge of the
badges, and to my delight
took me up on the idea. (As
I've said before, what |

mainly valued in being a

GoH was the opportunity to
work, and have my work

vague memories of
museums and
interactive features on
DVDs. Why not
photograph my
apartment, | said, and
digitally enlarge the
images to create a 3-D
montage? This version
of Murray's idea got a
green light, and late in
2008 a friend came
over to take the photos.
The photographer
was Paul Wilson. I'd
know Paul literally
since he was a babe.
He was the first son of
Janet, and Robert
Charles Wilson. While
not an active fan, he

seen.) | had already done the work oncesollections, art from the walls, fanzines,grew up in an environment that could
in creating the proposal, so doing itand every sort of other colourful andonly be called fannish. Paul also had the
again was quick and easy. | was lesabsorbing clap-trap that set my placgob of digitally re-sizing and knitting

happy, though, about the need to keeppart from
the appearance of the badge confidentiddabitation. The display would create ahow

the common

run of together the resulting mosaic.

Given

little space there is in my

before the con. It was a concern that theort of “reproduction in the round” of apartment, he did a great job. It was
ifthe original room. Well, as an idea itimpossible to get more than a few feet
revealed in advance. Seeing it for thevas outstanding... but it had a numbeback from anything without backing up
first time, it was a pleasure delayed, bubf very small flaws. First, it would take against the couch, or the TV or shelves
agreatpleasure nonetheless. The badgan enormous amount of work. Secondlyalong the other wall. Distortions were
was hung around the neck, in a fabri¢hings would inevitably be broken, andinevitable. So, if much was left to be
protector — in the back of which |some even lost — and many items, suctlesired, Paul got the best possible results
discovered zippered pockets. | was like @as Hugo pins and hand sculpted figuresjnder the circumstances.

child with a new toy. Why didn’t were irreplaceable. And thirdly, 1 said
everyonewear one of these, all the time”o. But | had another idea, based orapartment’” next passed to a team in

badges could be counterfeited

Well, for the weekend, everyone at

Anticipation would!

Gradually, Allan and the othel
worked their way through
registration, and were free. We we|
admitted early into the exhibit are
where the dealers room, art show, g
fanzine lounge were being set up
another perq of being a GoH. If | hg
been curious about the badge, | W
still more curious how my “virtual”
room was coming along. It was abo
half up, and standing in it coul
hardly have been more surreal.

The idea was initially Murray
Moore’s. Murray was my official
liaison with the con, who looked aftg
my needs in the abstract. (M
accommodations, for instance.) H
suggested that there be an exhibit
my interests at the con. We cou
pack up my books, videos, toy

We flew in a Bombardier Dash8/Q400, a
twin turboprop, medium-range airliner,
still in production. It seats 70 to 80 pas-
sengers and has a reputation for being
the most economical-to-fly airliner in its
class. Although built by the same parent
company that invented the snowmobile, I
failed to note either handlebars or a rub-
ber tread. The turboprops were surpis-
ingly quiet, considering.

The job of creating my “virtual

Montréal. Who was in charge I'm
not sure, but | think it was
ultimately John Mansfield. | can'’t
fault the industriousness | met
when | walked into the partly built
re-creation. At least four or five
people were busy, buzzing around,
cutting foam boards, fixing the
huge printout strips to their
backings with double-sided tape,
and tying the prepared panels to a
tube framework. It was unfinished,
but the result was already surreal,
even eerie.

The same cat appearing twice
was a nice touch.

From the photos | took, it can
even be hard to distinguish
pictures of the real
room from those of the “virtual
room.” It takes a moment to notice
things projecting into the room
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that in fact have no
depth at all. Or
things that point in
impossible
directions. Or other
things that are out of
scale, such as a smafl
stack o f
“loonies.” (Canadian
dollar coins) that are
nearly the size of
poker chips.

Around the back]
of the “room” was a
workspace  where¢
several more stripg
lay on tables. Schirm
took me to an
unoccupied space
and pulled some

Saara Mar in the inimitable car- |rolled paper out of a
toon style of Marc Schirmeister. I tube. I hadn’t

know it’s inimitable. I've tried. _noticgd him Carr_ying
it until then. While |

held one end on

which were depicted some curiously rendered feet, Schirm
unrolled the other end, using a pair of scissors to hold diog
top. It was the cartooniest-looking drawing of Saara Nar
seen... at least since the last time he took a craekratt was
delightful. A couple of the guys working on the “apartmemt”
came over and looked at “Saara” on the table. Afternglii
among themselves for a minute, it was decided they c¢uld
double-tape Schirm’s drawing on a foam board too, aardist
up outside the entrance. Probably no-one understoodsikeagt
meant by being there, but it was the Only Sane Thirigpto

Now that Anticipation is over, the question inevigailbmes
up -- what became of my “apartment?” | don’t know . Peo
have told me they saw the walls being disassemblgdthley
knew nothing more than | do about what happened to them
afterward. Here are some suggestions that occurretetdo
be used or ignored as Anticipation sees fit:

1) Save it for the next time I'm GoH anywhere.

2) Donate it to the Merril Collection in Toronto f they’ll
have anything that fannish.

3) Send it to Aussiecon for fans Down Under, wherg
might be assembled upside-down.

4) Auction pieces of it for TAFF and DUFF. Giveecial
discount on buying an entire room.

5) (This suggested to me by another party), set ih @n

e

=2

alley for some homeless fan. Kevin Goodchuck in yellow. Bottom, far right, Alan
Stewart and Alan Rosenthal discuss... what? The
Part Deux — Jeudi/Thursday “virtual apartment?”

Having had a long, eventful day, Schirm and | went to bely e weekdays, so | made do with the sleep | got.

Wednesday night. After all... we wanted to be up to have tha The lounge was a crescent-shaped room on theoiy &l

free breakfast that came with the room. The beds thvasly, glass on one side, with a view over downtown Montréal, and
firm mattresses, and | would have liked to have slept devetlae buffet on the other wall. We gave our attentiorbath.
more hours, if | could. But the breakfast buffet endetiabn Nursing juice and coffee, and digging into Muesli with a
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mountain of raisins, we sat and watchedround back, as | found out later.) Larg®on. There were a few costumes on
the city below. The weather that day wass the concourse is, the true size of thexhibit, and a display of “steam punk.”
lovely. It wouldn’t remain that way, center was concealed. At the back, iAt the far end from the fan lounge was a
unfortunately, with thundershowersturned a corner and opened into &pace set with tables for autograph
coming and going the whole weekendshopping mall that was still larger. Thatsessions.
It's funny, but the only conversation | was only a preview of the way the entire  This lengthy space was also where
remember is one about spiders. We wereonvention center was laid out. Like amy “virtual apartment” had been
something like 20 floors up. Outside thdabyrinth, you would think you’d seen it assembled. | gave an official tour of the
windows, though, spider webs furledall until you turned the next corner... room the next day. It had an
like sails in a limpid tropical breeze. At the top of the escalator wasembarrassingly small turnout, but,
And there were plenty of spiders to goanother concourse. This was the firstespite that, the “virtual” room seemed
with them. How did they get there? Didconvention floor. Along the right side to be a hit. Later, | saw people going in
they climb the entire 20 floors? If so —were several entrances to a much largand out of it on a constant basis. In fact,
why? How many flying insects were space, the main exhibition area. Aghere were generally more people in it
there for them to catch, so high aboveseems increasingly common, there wathan when | gave the tour. | suspect it
the ground? no separate dealers’ room, art show, andas curiosity that drew people in. No
Far off over the St. Lawrence Riverdisplay space — they were all in oneone had to be told what they saw —
we saw blue-grey shapes of granite, likeoom, divided by movable partitions. If books, art, toys, figures, collectables of
humpback whales on the horizon. Theyou stood in the entrance — blockingall sorts, computer, TV, and cat. Any fan
were the larger, sister mounts ofpeople coming in, by the way — youmust have instinctively understood it all.
Montréal’s own. faced the dealer’s area. It occupied the One of my first thoughts was to see
The first time we saw the conventionentire center and left side of the room. labout the t-shirt | did for the con. I'd had
center, or Palais de Congres, was from laad one small entry, more or less at tha look at it the night before, but was
taxi on the day before. Thursday, wefront. Right of that was the art showunable to obtain samples. | had asked for
walked. area. A little farther, in the corner wasthree or four, and did eventually obtain
It was clear, by then, that thethe fanzine lounge, laid out in thefour: one to wear, two for my collection,
problems with my back weren’t gettingtraditional way by the Penneys. A tableand one | wanted as a gift to give my
better. | needed at least 24 hours respitéyr fanzines, including freebies. Somefriend Steven Baldassarra, who | usually
in which | never walked farther thancomfy chairs. A table. The mimeo itselfand literally cannot do enough for. |
from the TV to the bathroom or kitchen,was Colin Hinz's department. Paperwould imagine that wearing it at the next
and back. But for the third or fourth stencils and ink were available to creatdtalian family wedding he attends, he
straight day | was on my feet, and mya one-shot, which was naturally run offcan’t fail to stand out. The actual
back was getting worse, not better. on the last day of the con. The oldprinting and sales of the shirt were
The convention center is a corner otustom of WOOF (Worldcon Order Of outsourced to OffWorld Designs, a deal
an old city block, but unlike the Faneditors) was also revived, though it'm told is an advantage to the con and
Romanesque architecture around it, theveighed in with relatively few has become normal.
center is a late-50s-looking cube of glassontributions compared to issues at As well as the “official” Anticipation
panels in bright prismatic colours.Worldcons long past. A small gopher’st-shirt, at the last minute | was asked for
Although one side took up the wholespace was tucked out of sight behindirt for the con volunteers’ shirt. A
block, the front seemed not much widercurtains at the back of the fan lounge. particular older piece had been picked
than your average urban supermarket. Between the main divisions of theout that | readily assented to. It was a
Even when inside, the floor spaceroom and the near wall were a few oddsimple job to touch it up as needed.
seemed inadequate. Little did | knowfeatures. There was David Hartwell'sMost of the work was done at
that the old buildings on the street weralisplay of neckties, for instance.Anticipation’s end, though, and they did
only skin deep. The majority of the Hundreds... maybe thousands ofa better job than | had been led to
convention center lay behind them andrightly coloured, garishly checkered,expect. Instead of the traditional “red
took up the greater part of the block byigorously striped, outrageously figuredshirt,” the design was against a blue
far. The center was, in fact, deceptivelycloth neck pendants. My search was &ackground, on a black shirt, with the
impressively enormous. hasty one, but | was unable to find oneon logo picked out in red. | later
Entering from Rue Saint Antoine, youwith Fred Flintstone on it, nor one thatobtained a couple of these for the
are immediately bathed in gold, ruby, orplayed “Nine to Five” when poked, but collection also. By an exquisite irony,
emerald light from the glass wallsit was a small mercy. the art was a piece | had submitted to
around you. The whole of the visible There was the (by now) customarylorcon, which they had not bothered to
ground floor is a concourse — a wide-display of fan photos, and another ofuse.
open space where large numbers dfample art by notable fan artists. More Perhaps this is a good time to
people can gather and break up, imnusual was the exhibition of phonesummarize the work | did for the con.
which the only feature was a massivecards, individually illustrated from SF The Progress Report 3 cover is a good
escalator. (There was a small elevatoseries like Babylon 5, Star Wars, and s@lace to start — I'm particularly proud of
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An aside here. Apparently it's
become common for Worldcons
to outsource their t-shirts. I did-
n‘t know this, and was somewhat
surprised to find out that an out-
fit named Off Worlds had actually
printed the shirt in a shared-
profits scheme. I was half work-
ing for Off Worlds, in effect.

There were also two other
shirts I knew nothing of. One
was designed by the owner-
operator of Off Worlds, who was
also an artist. The other was the
same design that appeared as
cover art on the con’s souvenir
book.

Had I know that full colour
was an option, I would have fin-
ished the hockey player design I
did in full colour as well. Unfortu-
nately, I was thinking “cheap.”
Fortunately, I don't think it came
out badly in only four colours -
red, blue, black and white,
against grey.

Off Worlds had done a decent
job as well with the Anticipation
logo, and added a shadow below
the players that was just about
what I might have done myself.
Off Worlds no longer seems to
have the shirt for sale - I've
been told the unsold shirts re-
verted to Anticipation, which has
a few available yet.

that. The image of Saara on Mars The same art has been revised for an
evolved into the membership badgeaupcomingFile 77Q For Mike, | replaced
through the use of Photoshop. Then therthe newspaper with an issue of F770.
were the two t-shirts. | also revised arWWith more time to work with, | improved
old black & white drawing of mine for a few small points in the art. And instead
the Hugo Ceremony Guide. It wasof drawing a rough copy of the zine, |
altered for its new use by adding a largenapped an actual image of an issue into
box of “one gross/une grosse Hugos.'the art digitally.
The invitation card Pre-Hugo Reception The work didn’t end with only the art.
also used a tiny cartoon of mine froml penned a new autobiography, “Better
years ago. | was surprised to discovelhan Life,” for the souvenir book and
that the original black and white drawingrevamped an old fan article called
for the t-shirt had also been put to use ofBurden of Gilt” that had originally
the Convention Guide cover. Naturally lappeared in Mike Glyer’Scientifriction
approved. There had also been a very lagears ago. My first submission had
-minute badge of some sort — a speciactually been The Last Mary Jane
pass for work, after the convention centeftory” but rather late in the day | was
closed for the night, | think. I finished asked for a substitution. The con had
colouring it only a few days before thebecome worried that a spoof of Star Trek
con. This was apparently too latemight draw unwanted attention from
though. Only the black and white Paramount. This was unfortunate, as I'd
original was used, although | haven’tsubstantially rewritten it, and thought it
actuallyseenone to be sure. funny as hell Unfortunately, a
There was, of course, a lavish amount/orldcon is large enough to be within
of space given me in the progresshe sights of dedicated legal departments
reports. A couple of splendid little write- looking for people to sue.
ups by Mike Glicksohn and Robert Mike Glyer also wrote a glowing
Charles Wilson, and a few of my illostribute that | could not have written
appeared in the first report. The third PRbetter myself, though you might almost
ran a gallery of recent work, and morehink | had. The piece was thorough, not
spot illos. And the gorgeous fourth, withmerely flattering. Mike obviously
the full-colour cover! | hope everyoneresearched his subject, or simply knew
saw it in colour, but the reality beingme well enough from decades of
what it is, the printed mail-out copiesinteraction. I'd been a contributor to his
were in only in grey tones. To see Saaraumerous fanzines since the 70s. His
Mar stride the landscape of Marstribute did not cost me a dime, either...
(irreverently tossing away anthough you may expect to find a serious
Anticipation program book), you oughtincrease in the number of articles | write
to download PR 4 from the Anticipation for File 770in future.
website. Maybe it seems odd to go on about
Was the work done then? Happilywhat | did and what Anticipation
no! | was contacted for an interview forpublished, but this is what | mainly
the Worldcon issue of Concordiavalued about being the Worldcon Guest
University's student newspaperThe of Honour. Yes, the opportunity to stand
Link. The interview with Chris Olson in front of an audience, and hold forth
itself was not as exhaustive as ondike someone momentarily important is
conducted previously by Janetnice For some people, the chance to be
Hetherington for a comics news websitedhe center of attention is the chief appeal
The Pulsebut with it came an interesting of fandom. | recall a short conversation |
opportunity. Chris asked if | could do thehad with Lloyd Penney just after we
cover of the paper for that issue. | wapresented two of the Hugos, that
pressed for time, but together we camélustrates the difference. | believe I'd
up with a work-saver. | used a smallsaid something like | had never
portion of the background from thé"4 especially sought to appear in public. |
progress report cover, and created a newas happiest with the opportunity to do
foreground of Saara reading a copy otreative work. Lloyd, on the other hand,
The Link By no coincidence, | used thesaid that the chance to make an important
“After the Space Age” issue. public appearance, and do something as
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noteworthy as presenting a Hugo, was In a way, | benefited from the microphone at the right distance to be
something he had looked forward to forabsence of an Artist Guest of Honour. heard and not cause feedback. But the
years. To be clear about my motives, | Ordinarily, an artist guest would haveaudience was almost lost in the glare. |
do enjoy performing in public when | provided much of the con’s illustrations,gavethemno thought at all.
have a purpose and some idea of whdiut this was one Worldcon without an  The ceremony itself was impressive,
I’'m doing. | don’t think | do a half-bad “official” artist. Jean-Pierre Normand, agiven that I'd never attended one before
job of it when | do, either. But to be Quebec pro with impressive credentialand can’t be much of a judge. | was
frank, I've walked out on more than onein the field filled part of the void. | filled particularly impressed that the con had
panel, when it seemed it was a waste dhe rest. as a speaker Marc Garneau, the
everyone's time. They aren’t ends in  Anticipation’s Opening CeremoniesCanadian shuttle astronaut. But | think
themselves. I'm less a people-personvere held Thursday night, and were thehe gymnastic dancer who followed stole
than | am an artist and writer, and theoccasion for my first official act as Fanmost of my attention from the
chance to write and draw for a largeGuest of Honour. The last time | hadastronaut’s well-meaning remarks. She
number of readers was tlehief honour attended the opening ceremoniesanf came out dressed in what looked like no
of being Anticipation’s Fan Guest of Worldcon were... uh... actually never.more than flames painted on her body,
Honour. If they held any such formalities back inthen proceeded to flow and ooze all over
Time for a digression, going backthe ‘70s, it had escaped my noticethe stage. After warming up, she
more than a year. Shortly after theBefore 1980 | had stopped attendingperformed the most provocative
announcement that Montréal had won itelmost all programming, missing thecontortions with a suspended hoop that
bid, | had a curious conversation ovemgrowth of any number of newl'd ever seen live. She would have
dinner. It was at a local Tibetaninstitutions. So when | was prompted forgotten us all arrested in Maurice
restaurant with Catherine Crockett andhe Opening Ceremonies forDuplessis’ Quebec of the 1950s. Thank
Terry Fong, who was in charge of fanAnticipation, it was total terror Gawd we live in The Future. It was a
program. The dinner was partly just toincognita. While | was instructed onunique pleasure to be backstage while
meet Terry, but also to discuss earlynore-or-less what to do, no-one realizethe guests were being presented, and to
details of being the Fan GoH. 11 had to be told basic things lik&t in  be able to congratulate her. Also to get a
mentioned that an Artist Guest ofthe front row or leave the stagafter much closer look. The flameseren't
Honour hadn’t been announced yetyou've said your piece bgxiting the painted on, unfortunately. It was a body
Hoping to promote my special interestswings stocking.
| suggested a departure from custom. Naturally, the only thing that came to | suppose it was usual to have video
Instead of the usual cover artist, wouldmind to say when | faced the audienceameras and big screen displays of the
Anticipation consider an animator?was, “I have never seen an Openingroceedings on stage. It was strange to
Terry waffled, saying it was an Ceremony before, much less have angne. I'd look at the real person, then at
interesting idea, and dropped it. Ohjdea what I'm supposed to do.” Afterthe video image, and feel a cognitive
well, | thought. It had been worth a try.that | seem to recall saying that | waslouble-take that one was the same as the
What | didn’'t know then was that thedelighted to be here, and that | regardedther. Perversely, | found myself
concom had already had the same bright as a significant gesture betweernwatching the video more often than the
idea, and had invited Ralph Bakshi.English and French Canada for goerson on stage. It seemed more “real”
Later, Terry told me that he couldn’t Torontonian to speak as GoH to abecause | could see their face and
discuss it at that dinner because Bakshorldcon in Montréal. This was said expressions,
hadn’t accepted yet. He said it was onlpnly in English, which may have  Once it was all over, | was annoyed

with great difficulty that he hadn’'t weakened my message somewhat. that | had no ideavhat | looked likeon
laughed out loud. Great minds do think It was actually fairly easy to do. |
alike, it seems, and so do fannish ones. don't seem to be nervous in front of Marc Garneau, 1%

But no-one expected that, a yeapeople as long as | know what the hell Canuck in Space

later, Ralph Bakshi would decline thewant to say. And I'd managed to live
honour, citing reasons of health. Helong enough to learn to think abou
cancelled his appearance at the Satmings before | go and do them
Diego Comics Con as well. While theConsequently, | used the time sitting it
con had hoped perhaps to honour Baksltine front row to work up something in
in absentia, nothing came of it, and theny head. The strangest thing aboy
Artist Guest of Honour spot was quietlyfacing a couple of thousand people an
deleted from the website. | suppose italking at them was that they werg
might have been a little tacky to havenvisible. | could see the lectern in thg
named a replacement, but | had two obright light, and was conscious of thg
three suggestions at hand had anyorstage itself, lest | trip over some line o
asked. If any Worldcon is interestedtape on the floor meant to guide me.
drop me a line. took care, also, to speak to thq
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those big screens — or even much recathainly a blur in my mind. | recall punch line, when Phyllis commented on
of what | said. specific parties, particularly lavish his “geography.” “John, that’s bullshit,

| thought Julie Czerneda did a bangspreads, and intense conversations, bahd you know it!” he quoted her. It
up job as master of ceremonies. Thask me what night they were and | cawouldn't be the first time she’'d said
elaborate horseplay between her and henly shrug my shoulders. I'll tackle thethat... sadly, it was one of the last times.
translator seemed casual, but must hawibject of parties later, if no one mindsl kept my own remarks simple, mainly

involved a lot of preparation, not tolI’'m impatient to get on to Friday. paraphrasing from a written piece that
mention experience before a mike. | also had appeared iDrink Tank the month
learned, for the first time, how to Part Trois — Verdi/Friday before.

pronounce “Czerneda” properly. | recall At four, | gave a guided tour of the
that Neil Gaiman spoke relatively few Free breakfast again, naturally. “virtual apartment.” Perhaps a half-dozen

words, but that David Hartwell had a | was scheduled for four appearancegseople turned up. | began explaining that
longer speech. Allin all, I thought it wasin the program Friday. The first, at 2the impressive armory on the wall was
probably best that | hadn’t preparedo.m., was “In Conversation with Taral deceptive. Most were Japanese kits, a
anything and made only a couple of brieMayne,” a vague name to describe a livéew were Airsoft guns that shot little
comments onstage. After all... | was well“interview” conducted by Alan yellow plastic balls, and the rest were
versed enough in the ways of the largeRosenthal. We had rehearsed elaboratebheap toys that I'd worked on, as a
circle of fandom to know that the Fanthat morning, with Alan taking notes. Asmodel builder, to make more realistic.
Guest was rather low in the peckingwith the talk on coins the day before,"But there’s real brass in some. No live
order. These people were here mainlyhere were only a few in attendanceammo, but real spent brass.” One or two
because they werscience fictionfans, mainly people who knew me well. Alan people drifted away. | moved on the 1/24
and not one in twenty people in therepeated most of the questions fronscale fire engines under the firearms.
crowd was there to hear what | had teearlier, and | gave much the sameéThese were originally very expensive
say. answers, but | would still rate it as adie-casts — the company’s premium line.
René Walling and Robbie Bourgetfairly spontaneous demonstration of theSeats lift to show hidden valves, fire
came onstage last of all, and declaredift of gab. | hadn't made notes of myhoses are made of real rubber, the
Anticipation hacbegun! answers, after all, nor made any specidhdders can be taken from their hooks
I had only one other order of businessffort to repeat what I'd said earlier.and extended, there are fully detailed
on the first day. At 9 p.m. | was to give awhy would | need to? It was my life, andengines under the hood, completely
talk and answer questions about myone of it had changed in the course of detailed under-carriages, fire
“private passion.” | don’t know who else morning. extinguishers that you can remove from
may have given such talks, or what their In more ways than one, my 3:30 washeir brackets, and one of the trucks has a
passions were. Mine was collectinga last-minute call. Only shortly beforerack of actual rubber boots! Usually I
ancient coins, and | knew fromthe Worldcon, Phyllis Gotlieb died. Shecan’t afford such things, but Wal-Mart
experience that | could bore for hoursvas more or less the godmother ohad them on sale, you see...” A couple
about the silver content of first throughCanadian SF writers, and on a first-namenore people wandered off. | moved on to
third-century denarii, the problem of basis with a lot of people in the fandomthe DVD shelves and started talking.
knowing the true names of Roman coinstoo. | had called her a friend for a longAfter a minute | noticed that only the
and how to recognize various styles irtime. Anticipation organized a last- elderly mother and son from my talk on
depicting the Imperial bust. It didn’t minute panel as a tribute to Phyllis. Theyancient coins were left.
matter a whit to me that only five or sixwere understandably a little slow in It seems no one really needed
people sat in the room to hear meealizing that I'd known Phyllis well, and anything about the “virtual room”
pontificate. In fact, it served to drawput me on the panel last of all. Nothingexplained. That was all right with me,
them into to the subject. | spoke for somef this is printed in any of the programsince the continual traffic in and out
time, and took a number of pertinentschedules, unfortunately. Though for theshowed it titillated people’s curiosity. It
guestions, particularly from an elderlyrecord, the Hugo Guide is dedicated tavas a success in this, at least.
gentleman and hisnother They were Phyllis, and there is a full page obituary | wish | could say the same for my six
from Russia, | found out later. He wantedn the Program Guide. o'clock. | was able to recall nothing of it
to know about counterfeiting ancient The main speakers were Robertntil | consulted the program guide, and
coins, giving me an excuse to talk forSawyer, who spoke eloquently of hisread that it was a “kaffeeklatsch.” Then it
another fifteen minutes. A willing and feeling, and John Robert Colombo. Johrall came flooding back, but there was
engaged audience is always better thanRobert is mainly known in Canadiannothing to recalll My minder, Alan,
merely large one. literary circles, and has edited a numbecame with me. One or two other friends
There were parties Thursday nightof books about the SF and fantasyurned up for a coffee, but otherwise
Hell, there were parties Wednesdayenres. His was the centerpiece of théhere was no audience at all. We chewed
night, but they were nothing compared tdribute, talking about the change in theghe fat for little while, in case anyone
Thursday and the rest of the weekendgeography” of local science fiction. | came late. After a quarter of an hour, or
The problem is that the parties aréhad to chuckle when he came to theo, it was obvious there was no need to
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stay around.

needed legs? You could outrace anyonkavingto tip anyone. | do? Sez who? Is
walking, and it was no obstacle to gettindeaving a tip a gratuity for good service,
as close as you liked to dealers’ tables. lbr isn’t it? On another day | might have
| needed to sit down at a table, or bendtalked out. But on this day | didn’t want
over a display, | just stood up from theto create a fuss, and, what the hell, | was
scooter and took a few steps. Okay, bn a daily stipend from the con anyway.
wouldn’t be able to climb the trail up Mt. So | left the minimum tip possible,
Whitney, or hike in Death Valley in one counting out the pennies one by one like
of these things, but the odds were thaan offended Scotsman whose purse that
my days in the wilderness of deserhadn’t been opened since Jim Hawkins
California were long over anyway. Of slept at the Benbow.
course, backing up was tricky. People Friday was the day we made safari to
not only milled around me, as though la famous deli. Six or eight of us
would never depart from moving in crammed into two cars and drove to who
straight lines, they did worse — theyknows where — the Jewish part of town
distracted you by talking. Naturally, 1 one imagines. | don't remember the
ran over one or two unwary pedestriansname of the place, but enthusiasts of
But | don't recall permanently crippling smoked meat and bagels probably have it
any. tattooed on their backsides, the place is
While speaking of eating out, Ithat famous. According to Alan, and the
confess | didn’t indulge every day. Theclippings in the window, at least. We had
first meal out of the convention centerto stand in line outside, so that was a

At this point | began to suspect, theravas probably the day before, Thursdaygood sign. Once in, we were naturally
was a bit of a problem with how manybecause | still have the emotional scarseated at a crowded table at the very

people were attending my programfrom the walk to Chinatown on Fridav

events. Still, it was only Friday. And the“Not far,” Alan or one of the others ha
kaffeekatsch was a pretty rinky-dinksaid. By normal standards they wsé
program item, even for the Fan GoH.  quite right. By my standards of th
Most of the rest of the time | was freemoment, it was like a hike over red-h
to cruise around. “Cruise” was thewaist-high boulders. I think it was Jean
appropriate word. | had complainedwho noticed my lagging behind, al
steadily throughout Thursday about thevolunteered to stay with me wheneve
state of my back. Whoever | was with afound a convenient curb or step to sit
the time would cluck sympathetically, and take a necessary break.
and then march off at a brisk pace, From the outside, the restaur
expecting me to follow. I'd been draggedseemed promising enough. Schirm ;
to Chinatown, and I think Friday was theboth the Stileses were with us, as wel
day | was dragged to another part of tha friendly guy named Brad, who | didr
city, to sample one of its best-knownknow. We ordered what we order¢
delicatessens. At least we went by canyith some confusion over whether
and the amount of walking | had to dowere eating New York style (tw
was minimal. Not zero, but at least muchteaspoons of everything), or ordering j
closer to my actual capacity. By Friday,for ourselves. The others ate New Y(
though, | was in a state of near agongtyle, while Schirm and | ate our oV
whenever | had to move much fartherchoices. It was decent fare, but Sch
than arm’s reach. No amount of sitting orand | thought it nothing special.
resting did much good — walk a hundred What did stand out was being alm
feet, and | was incapacitated again. Aiterally collared by the waiter aftq
suggestion had been made Friday thatgaying my bill, and hisliemand tip him.
use one of the con’s electric scooters. The way he put it was “his servi
don’t have much pride about things likecharge”, and | said “what?” He repeat
that, but | hesitated. Surely, someondimself. What the hell was aervice
needed the assistance more than | did?charge | wondered. After three or fou
wasn’t permanently disabled. But byrepetitions, someone at the table s
Saturday | faced facts, and gave in. “you haveto leave a tip.” Maybe | wa|
It was a revelation. Once you get usetleing cheap, but | wasn't that impres
to it, you realize you couldeally get with either the food or the servid
used to it. With a scooter like this, whofrankly. And | distinctly bridled a

During the deli expedition, some of
us ducked into a pharmacy for
snacks or drinks to take back to the
con. I picked up some interesting
flavours of pop, and had the sud-
den notion to buy a Vachon “Jos.
Louis.”

The Jos. Loius is a Quebec-
made, cream-filled chocolate cake
confection about the size and shape
of a hockey puck. Nothing, except
maybe hockey itself, is more Cana-
dian. Superficially similar to a Ding-
Dong, it is as unlike the Hostess
confection as maple syrup is to the
table imitation. The calories in a
Jos. Louis will kill you. But at least
not preservatives, palm oil, or corn
syrup.

I hadn’t seen them around To-
ronto lately, and expected that in
Montréal, of all places, I should
have no trouble. Oddly... I couldn't
find one. Has anyone checked to
see if the end of the world is nigh?




November 2009 29

back of the deli. The menu w
limited to smoked meat
pickles, and a few side dish
like slaw or French fries. Mo
of my party ordered Montré
smoked meat and because | I«
good salami | dared to
different. | must admit — th
sandwich was good. Tt
smoked meat might have be
better than the salami. Whett
or not that was, I've had as go
in Toronto in my opinion. Eithe
there’s some nuance I’
missing in the matter of smok
meats, or the ambiance cou
for more in the minds of de
fans than it does to me. I'm gl
for any excuse to stuff my fac
with good salami, though.

The dealers’ room wasn't larg
by the standards of a Worldcc
It wasn't large by the standar
of many major regional cor
I've been to, in fact. But th
tables were groaning with gor
books, leavened with enou
trinkets and toys, an
sufficiently interesting that yo

paperback edition and the graphic
novel as well. |1 splurged and
bought a paperback copy of
Stardust which had been adapted
to another very enjoyable film.

At the NESFA table | bought
the hardcover second edition of
Harry Warner’'s All Our
Yesterdays In a talk with Joe
Siclari, | learned that it was very
little different from the first
edition | owned. Harry wouldn’t
allow changes other than
correcting typos and a couple of
other trivial details. Joe said that
his attitude was that the book was
what it was, a moment in SF
history that shouldn’t be revised.
“Why buy it, then?” | asked Joe.
“There are many more photos
added,” he said. Fair enough. | got
the last copy at the table that
wasn’t water stained.

Another table had an
interesting selection of custom-
made pewter pins. A number were
shaped like classic spaceships. |
bought one for $10, that was
based on a Von Braun design
identical to a model kit | built as a

could focus your attention for kid. Another pin that caught my
hours on this or that. | made a point of Despite having a per-diem from theeye was unusual because it used pins
scouring the dealers’ room several timeszon, | was reluctant to buy very manyand clasps. It was a finely done version
finding some new point of interest eachbooks. You can easily spend $75 a day inf the submarin&eaviewl wasn’t much
time. a dealers’ room. Three hardcovers woulaf a fan ofVoyage to the Bottom of the
It was while wandering around frombe enough to run through the wholeSeaand its ludicrous seaweed monsters
table to table that | bumped into Andrewday’s budget, and | had to eat with thatind insipid spy plots, but | had a fond
Porter. He was talking with Robertmoney as well. Besides, most books kpot for the sub. And the pin was only
Silverberg. | was still all agog with the saw could be easily found at home. five bucks, half the price of the others.
nametags and had the inspiration talon’t live in a small town in a Along the back of the dealers’ room
photograph Andy and Silverbergpredominantly agricultural province orwas the outfit that had printed the
together, wearing my art. The flash was atate. In fact, Bakka Books is not very farAnticipation t-shirts. They had a large
bad idea, apparently — my shot wadrom where | live. Ironically, Bakka had assortment of their own designs also, but
disappointing. | had been fooling arounda table at Anticipation — just about thel only had eyes for my own artwork.
with my digital camera for only a few only table | never bothered to lookAlong with the regular shirt there was a
months, and still couldn’t claim any closely at, thinking | could see the storevariation without arms — | didn’t press a
mastery over it. | turned off the flash andat any time. point about having one of those for my
got one decent shot of Andy alone. It was Because Neil Gaiman was the Praollection too.
almost the last photograph of the con Guest of Honour, it entered my head thak resisted pretty much everything else the
remembered to take, before | effectivelyl ought to have him autograph somelealers had, barring one Smurf book in
forgot | was carrying the camera. Andybooks for me. I'd read the SandmarFrench. —and lucky thing that | bought it
and | have known each other for manystories, Good Omens (with Terry on a whim. It turned out to have an
long years. I'm always glad to see himPrachett), and quite enjoyelmerican unknown petrification story in it that |
This time | was happy to have more tharGods When | saw the film version had fun sharing with some other fans of
one, more or less coherent conversatio@oraline, | recognized a favourite. Of statue spells.)
with him too. Often | feel I've missed a course | hadn't brought anything with  The dealer was named Denis, and his
point somewhere, when talking withme, but one of the tables had severdlusiness was in collectable cards. He had
Andy. editions ofCoraline, so | bought a trade some sports cards, but his display leaned
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toward TV series, movies and odd-balbleed after chewing it. The cardsThere had been no man-made objects in
stuff — the sort of things that interest methemselves were a bit puzzling, butspace in 1958 except the two Russian
in fact. 1 have no use for pictures ofintriguing. | vividly recall one card with satellites. Vanguard had not yet been
overpaid professional athletes. Lookinga photo of some bird named Lionelsuccessfully launched. The cards looked
over the table, | spotted a set ofHampton. It was probably twenty moreas though three or four different artists
photographs of hot rods and racing cargears before | had any idea who he wasad rendered the paintings — several
that 1 remember having when | wasSure wish I still had them, but so far lwere clear rip-offs of Chesley Bonestell,
twelve or so. I'ts surprising after all thishaven't encountered anyone who evein fact. Boy! Did | love those cards!
time, how many sets | have clearremembers such cards every existedNothing can explain how | could ever
memories of. These particular cards ha€ards like those, | would very much likehave been bone-headed enough to have
pretty much defined for me what a hotto have again. parted with them. Fortunately, sometime
rod was and was supposed to be — not Another great set depicted thdn the’ 80s | found a dealer at a con who
the streamlined post-modernindianapolis 500 winners. | could namesold me about three-quarters of a set for
“Boydsters,” or urban “dubs” of the each racing car from the paintinga reasonable amount. It didn't seem
modern day.) without turning over the card. Hardly reasonable at the time, but, compared to
| spotted a few other sets lless favourite were Pirates of thepresent prices, it was. | had never
remembered as well: Photo caption€aribbean. Years later | managed to buynanaged to complete the set as a kid, so
from crappy monster movies. Uglya few at high prices in California. As ait didn’t bother metoo muchthat | still
cartoon faces. Stills from thBatman kid | had owned the whole set — at onlydidn’t own a full one.
TV show. None | felt a great need tofive cents for a pack of four or five. Butoneset of cards on Denis’s table
possess again, though. Some cards came with boxes of teacaught my eye, and tormented me for
| collected cards during the ‘60s andags instead of gum. | was lucky enouglthe next two days. Even when | was far
had quite a number of really curiousto have kept those, and still have theway and it was after hours, | could see
sets. One was of jazz musicians. | didn’tomplete collection of Brooke Bond’sthose cards in my mind with painful
know jazz from 1% century motets, or beautifully painted dinosaur cards, alonglarity.
Arapaho death chants, but I liked thewith the album they were meant to be It's a real crying shame that | had
gum. Most gum that came with cardspasted into. ever parted with my complete set of
was stale, flavorless, and brittle. It broke There were “Space Age” cards tooCivil War News cards. | found no
into little shards that lacerated yoursometimes sold as “Target: Moon.”replacements for many years. There
gums. But the gum with the jazz card<rinted in the years right after Sputnikwere 88 in the full set, and the paintings
was actually fresh and tasty. You didn’tthey were nearly all pure speculationwere every bit as gloriously bloodthirsty

One thing I still haven't been able to find anywhere
are the reproductions of Confederate paper money
that came with every pack. There were seventeen
different designs, ranging from $1 to $1,000, and
they were authentic. Although only about 34 the size
of real Confederate bills, the detail was superb, better
than most “archival” quality reproductions I've seen
since. In fact, the paper money from the card sets
might have been “better” than the real thing. I never

found any of the Civil War News paper bills, but I did
buy some real Confederate money a number of years
ago. That was in the era when their price was still
comparable to face value. The real McCoy was badly
printed, cut from the sheet with scissors, and each
one signed by a flunkey of the Secretary of the Treas-
ury in India ink. The reverse sides were blank, and
the paper exceedingly cheap.
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as the unfairly famouMars Attacksset. Which brings me to the subject of thdairly small. | didn't recognize many of
By comparison,Mars Attackswas just art show. Odd as it seems, at least onthe artists, but among those | knew were
gaudy crap, revived in an orgy of badperson had trouble finding it. It wasn’'tJean-Pierre Normand’s paintings,
taste by ‘80s yuppies. Th€ivil War quite that small, but it was probably no Brianna Wu’s coloured drawings, and a
Newscards were painted realistically andarger than the art show at Torcon lll.good selection of Steve Stiles’ work.
depicted genuine events in the WaiThat was small by Worldcon standardslohn Hertz had put up a somewhat hasty
Between the States, not ridiculous stuffoo. The reason for this is simple andassortment of other fanartists. One of the
about living brains on a spree, blowingfrustrating, and it applies to the dealersmore interesting displays was a huge
up school buses and disintegrating strayoom as much as the art show. cartographic study of an imaginary
pooches. They showed John Brown’s planet. A few hand-made starship models
raid, the wall of corpses atThe border between Canada and theaught my eye — | always enjoy trying to
Fredericksburg, the battle between thé&nited States was for many generationglentify what kits the various parts came
Monitor and theMerrimag steamboats all but invisible. In just about one from. But whatever else there might have
exploding, trains going off their rails, generation we've wiped out that civilizedbeen in the show has mostly escaped
Indian irregulars scalping fallen arrangement, and erected highlymemory.
Confederates, spies being hanged, arithpermeable barriers to the movement of | brought 14 pieces and it was barely
Lincoln being shot by the wretched Johrpeople, goods, and services. The reasoesough to cover the space given me. The
Wilkes Booth. To quote a letter | wroteare varied. Washington’s policies appeapanels at the front of the exhibit area
to Mike Glyer, shortly after the con: to be based on a groundless fear thatere huge, and | could have added
| won't mention what he wanted for it —Canada is an open door to terrorists cnother four without crowding the
the price was outrageous of course, bugvery cant and colour. They fear, toodisplay in the least. Showing an unusual
reasonable for what the market wouldthat Canadians are huddled up againstmount of prescience for once, | framed
bear. Nor will I go into how I raised the the border, waiting for an opportunity toonly prints. Laziness was one reason. |
money. | did, and took home with me albneak in and take a job away from amidn't want to be bothered with
88 glorious pasteboard paintings of merhonest, hard-working American.removing the originals from their
being bayoneted, shot, blown upAlhough past administrations haveprotective sleeves and zip binders, and
impaled, burned to a crisp, andshown complete indifference tothen having to replace them all later. |
occasionally playing the harmonica. Mexicansactually doing exactly that. could only have the other reason in the
Indeed | did raise the money, thanks Ottawa, on the other hand, seems toew century. Several pieces that | wanted
mainly to Alan Rosenthal, and in partbelieve that gun-crazy Americans ardo show had no originals. There were
due to the per-diem paid by Anticipation.organizing mass shipments of illegalonly a pencil sketches that | had
I may yet mitigate the cost by sellingweapons into Canada. Also in theirenhanced and coloured digitally — and
back to the same dealers a few duplicatékinking, the underclass south of theone print made at Kinko’s was the same
| had scraped together over the yeardorder would quickly overwhelm our as any other.
While | had never been able to replacénealth care system if they could assail As it happens, | was fortunate | hadn’t
the entire set | lost when | stupidly “grewour hospitals. Both governments are brought along such originals as there
up,” I did manage over the years todeathly afraid of drugs — though just whywere. The luggage must have been
acquire about 35 of the entire 88. To findanyone would bother to smuggle coke obounced around in handling. A couple of
a complete set for sale, and moreovemeth into Canada from the U.S., or viceghe new frames | bought for a dollar-and-
manage tobuy it made my entire versa, | can’t imagine. Both nations havea-half each — modern, all-glass designs —
Montréal experience even more specialnlimited national resources. had broken. The prints were only slightly
than it already was. The bottom line is that taking a van-damaged, but imagine if they had been
One reason | may have subsequentlpad of books, or a number of paintingghe original art! Worse, two more frames
forgotten about my camera is that | raracross the bordem either directionhas broke on the trip back, andanother one
out of memory just after taking the shotdbecome a serious hassle. There'gist while unpacking them at home! The
of Andy and Silverberg. | asked to havepaperwork, to start with. Then there areold-style plastic frames all survived.
it downloaded to my USB drive by onesales taxes and duties where applicabl&uess which kind | intend to buy in
of the staff in the art show, but itl've heard of dealers and artists beinduture?
reminded me how quickly a 128-megforced to pay large sums in advance on | found the art show staff particularly
chip is filled when each shot is about ongossible sales. Refunds could only béelpful. In the last few days before the
-and-a-half. Sixty shots? Forget it.applied for, later, after still more con | was extremely pressed for time.
Seemed more like forty. As well, | paperwork. Perhaps matters are not s@/hile | had filled out the on-line bid
tended to be over-conscious about howlire as the positively prevent a bordesheets and control form, | had no
quickly a digital camera eats batteries. trossing with art or books. The opportunity to take them to a Kinko’s for
had rechargeables with me, and @erception that it is, though, likely printing. | brought the paperwork with
recharger, but they were back in the hotehccounts for small turnouts whenever thene on my USB drive, so that the staff
and no use to me if | ran out of juiceWorldcon is north of the border. was able to download the paperwork
during the day. To return to cases, the art shaas directly to their own computer. Printing
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ran into a snag, but the staff worker wag thought that particularly strange.come up with the same idea. Check
persistent and eventually ironed out th&omeone told me that it was a normaChris’s next issue to see if | was right.
difficulty. policy in the wine-conscious province. At 3:30 p.m. | was penciled into a

The art | picked to bring was anWedidn't bring our own bottle, but they panel called “Ready, Set, Draw.” It was
assortment of humour, erotica, sciencahowed us to seats anyway. | found th&o have included Schirm, Sue Mason,
fiction and fantasy. Among them weresteaks were a little pricey, but notand Brianna Spacekat Wu as
the various pieces created forremarkably so. They were very, veryparticipants, and to have taken
Anticipation, a couple of covers for good, though, and went a long waysuggestions from the audience. Yet I'm
recent fanzines, and some comic pagetoward justifying the over-$25 check.nearly unable to remember anything like
Ironically, no one challenged theThe all-you-can-eat chips were lesghis. | have just a dim recollection of
hanging of the nudes. The same ar$atisfying, but what can you really dositting at a table with Schirm near the art
taken to a furry con would have to bewith a potato to make it worth more asshow. | don’t believe Sue was there at
hung in a specially curtained-off areamuch as a dollar more?. Despite thall, or that | met her at any time. It's
where no-one under 18 would bemany times | declared | was through, lonly an exercise in filling in the blanks,
admitted. The same prints sold from aaved the bottle my Coke came in fotbut what likely happened is that nobody
dealer’'s table would have to have redvioshe Feder. turned up for “Ready, Set, Draw.” Once
stickers placed in strategic spots so as Following dinner we went our the drawing was on the wall, so to
not to warp young minds. At a sciencedifferent ways — Schirm and | to thespeak, we left, and thengas no such
fiction Worldcon, though? No problem. Delta, to dump our things and freshen ujpanel.

Now wait a minute! Isn't furry a bit before cruising for parties. As This is probably as good a time as
fandom supposed to bebsessedwith before, | won't try to deal with parties any to discuss a problem with
pornography? Yet it seems that it's furryon their proper nights. They're a blur.Anticipation that | had begun to

cons that are actually more prudish thatill deal with them all together, later. recognize earlier, and was by now
SF cons. That's one way to be obsessive, convinced of. For a Worldcon its size,
| suppose. | had a very good laugh over Part Quatre — Samedi/Saturday Anticipation it was ambitiously over-

that. programmed. One rumour | heard was

Although | hadn’t marked any of theBy this time, | admit, | was getting athat there were around over 800
prints for sale, there was interest. little tired of cold cereal and fruits, but | different program items scheduled.
should probably have added a quick saleadn't become disenchanted enouglround one for every four attending
price. The only reason | didn't is that Iwith a free meal that I'd pass one upmembers! In any single hour, the
never had an encouraging record of amy first gig on Saturday took place atprogram guide shows there were as
show sales, and preferred to avoid theleven. Not really early, but it didn't many as 30 items listed, rarely fewer
complications. As it happened, | made deave much time to dawdle over thethan 10. Once most of the attendees had
sale anyway... to that Russian couplegranola. Schirm and | made a beelindeen sequestered in major events
The prints were mailed to them a weelfor the convention center right afterfeaturing one of the pro guests or a
or so later. Even more unexpected, breakfast. topical subject, there were few warm
walked into the art show the next day Chris Garcia was moderator. I'd metbodies left over for minor events like
and found something new hung next ta&Chris a day or two earlier, and | found‘Ready, Set, Draw.” Typically, 1 saw
one of my pieces. A blue ribbon. him to be completely as advertised. Whanly a few friends at any of my program

I'd never won an art show prize ofelse could wear a Fred Flintstone shiritems, and the largest audience | faced
any sort before. (with printed tie) and get away with it? was likely no larger than the 25 or so |

That’s not quite true... way back inThe hair and beard only added to theounted at “Fanzine Cover in One
1972, 1 think, | entered a cardboardeffect of prehistoric vigour and Hour.” | also came to certain
stand-up figure in the art show of a locakenthusiasm. conclusions about my place in the
comics con. Vaughan Bodé awarded me Ostensibly the program item waspecking order at the Worldcon.
a prize as Judge’s Choice. No ribbon “Fanzine Cover in One Hour.” In reality Regardless what the concom may have
just a small check. | cashed it, ofit was an underhanded effort to gethoped for, there seemed little curiosity
course, and kept a xerox . The prize ateveral of fandom’s best to produceabout the Fan GoH.

Anticipation was another Judge’sseveral covers for Chris’s upcoming Fortunately, | found at least one party
Choice, and the first-ever actual ribbonissues ofDrink Tank Besides myself, who took a lively interest. Sometime
Now where shall | wear it? the participants were Steve Stiles, Frankuring Saturday, Schirm and | bumped

It was likely that night that | had my and Brianna Wu. Chris called for ideasnto a TV journalist from the CBC. She
third real meal. As before, it was in goodfrom the audience, and some wise guwsked a couple of questions, and when
company. | went with Schirm, Alan andcame up with “tentacles” and Schirm pointed out | was the Fan Guest
Jeanne, and also Bob and Sharry Wilsotdirigibles.” No doubt he thought it at Anticipation, she got excited enough
to a steak restaurant not far from thevould stump the artists. Far from it... I1to call over her cameraman. | was
Palais. Right off, |1 noticed the awningpeeked to either side of me, and iinterviewed on the spot. | likely didn’t
said (in French) “bring your own wine.” looked as though we had all pretty mucleut a very dashing figure — what with
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one droopy eyelid, sitting in a scooternamed. Look at them more closely,ncluding the TAFF delegate, Steve
and dressed in the customary fannisthough. Ellison certainly passes scrutinyGreen. The event that made the fan room
uniform of t-shirt, buttons, badges, andHis 1950s fanzines are proof enoughtruly indelible in my memory, though,
shorts, but at least | wasn’'t wearingPohl was a Futurian, and up to hisvas Steve Stiles’ illustrated talk, “How
rubber ears or carrying a Bat'leth. | waselbows in fan politicking during the first to be a Cartoonist.” It was very
able to discuss fandom in words of moréNorldcon. That seems pretty genuinereminiscent of Mad Magazine in the
than two syllables, though, and thatAsimov attended early Futurian meeting$sood Old Days, with all the classic
seemed to be what the lady was after. before his first sales, but that seems ttwists and cynical turns. The jokes may
Her question was, “what madehave been the limit of Asimothe fan not have been new, but the delivery was
science fiction conventions different Dickson | can’'t say, but think he andsincere. Steve had lived through most of
from other kinds?” Poul Anderson drank together in thehe ironies and humorous situations he
The answer | gave was that there wasarly days of Minneapolis fandom.described. At one point he called me to
an organic relationship between the pro€larke belonged to some fusty rocketeethe easel and charged me with
and fans, and a greater sense dajroup in London. You could say almostperforming an artistic exercise. | failed
participation in the con. | explained that,as much of Werner von Braun, if youmiserably, of course. (It was pre-
in the past, many prominent writers andubstitute Berlin for London. Ray arranged that no matter what | did, I'd
editors had grown up in fandom, spokeBradbury also comes to mind, as arfail. We both hammed it up hugely.)
the same language as fans, and kepttive member of the early LASFS. There was a party thrown by a French
many close ties with friends they made irClearly, it doesn’t take much thought to-Canadian publisher. Another one by the
fandom. In comics, Trek, or anime consproduce a longer list. So ther® some Canadian small press. And a third by
this was much less so. Most pros hadtuth to the notion that pros emerge frondapanese publishers. | can’t possibly tote
little or no contact with fandom before fans. But are these examples the rule.up the many parties run by cons wanting
going to cons, and made ties with fan®r the exception? to sell memberships, nor others run to
only after becoming celebrities. |1 also Was R.A. Lafferty a fan? Thomasdrum up support for their Worldcon bids.
said that SF fans put on their own consDisch, Roger Zelazny, Ursula K. There was a Texas party that stood out
and were as much a part of the prograrheGuin, Robert Heinlein, Orson Scottfor wonderful chili, and another | can
as the writers and editors. Card, Philip K. Dick, Leigh Brackett, only recall as the Smoked Meat party.
At the time | said this, | probably Joanna Russ, Alfred Bester? WerdMust have been the Montréal fan
believed it. I've had plenty of time to Theodore Sturgeon, Philip José Farmemgroup.) | confess that | wasn't entirely
think about it since, though, and I'm lessJoan Vinge, John Varley, Larry Niven,comfortable in the party for Gaylaxicon,
certain now that | was speaking theGreg Bear, Brian Aldiss, James Tiptreethough they assured me you didn’t have
absolute truth. On the one hand, not albr Harry Turtledove ever fans? | suspecto be gay to attend. (I just wasn't sure
media conventions are run by studios omost weren’t, but the final word would what the point of the con was, if you
profit-making organizations. Many dohave to go to someone far moreweren’t.) | might or might not have gone
still treat fans as consumers ofinterested in SF biographies than I. slumming in a Tor party, as well.
entertainment, rather than participants in It may come down to who you call aPossibly, I'm confusing that with the
entertaining themselves. But some meditan, and why. Are you entitled to theWorldcon Chairman’s party — also off
cons are surely as fannish in their owrstatus of fan if you took a course inlimits to most of the crowd.
way as ours. journalism, and attended a couple of I gotin by pulling rank. Being a GoH
Another point I've reconsidered —local cons? If you were a regular at thénas its privileges, | ‘m happy to say.
how many pros in past decadkd come local writer's workshop? If you review Having seen the lavish spread, | know
up from fandom. Asimov, Ellison, Pohl, books on your blog? How deep dowhy Worldcon memberships these days
Dickson, Clarke and others are usuallfannish roots have to go before theyost $200 and more. Not even the Hugo
produce the distinctive flower we knowreception had free alcohol, but at the Con

Just as an aside, here’s a short list | @s a blooming fan? Runners’ party | could drink as much as |

of SF pros I knew locally, who I The myth took anot_h_er _blow if | asked for. _ _

can confidently identify as once observed correctly_at_An_t|C|pat|on. What | noticed about the parties was
Let me get to this indirectly. that, by and large, there seemed little

bglng fans . Some of the names | attended most of the parties on theresence of pros who | recognized.
might surprise you. Robert J. | g 5nq o8 fioors, at least briefly. (The Exceptions there were. | saw George
Sawyer, Robert Charles Wilson, | con suite was on thé"mnd fan room on R.R. Martin several times, notably at the
Tanya Huff, John Douglas, Patrick | the 24') I've said before they were Brotherhood Without Bannersparty.

Nielsen Hayden, Gar Reeves- | largely a blur, but | can at least put aRobert Sawyer and Carolyn Clink
Stevens, Sheila Meier, and Steve name to a number of them, even if | can'popped up at the Canadian writers’ party.
Stirling. I also know a number of | say when | was there, or in what order. | saw John Douglas and Ginger
local pros who I dont regard as | was in the fan room many times. IBuchanan here and there throughout the

ever being fans, but that’s a mat- met Sharee Carton there, Rich Coad, Bikvenings. But... that's about as many as

ter still waiting for an argument. Burns and a number of British fanscome to mind. Where were the other
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pros? Although | met Elizabeth fandom of their own. They have theirsee him, but he’s not there to see any of
Vonarberg once, | honestly don’t think lown interests and circles, and have littlais.

would have recognized her a seconéh common with everyday fans. From A professional writer may attend a
time. But where was Bob Silverberg? lwhat Bob Wilson later told me, | con to promote a recent book. He may
saw him by day, but not by night. Neilimagine | might have been chowingenjoy being popular. He may even feel
Gaiman, the main Guest of the con, wadown on corned beef on rye in thehe owes his readers a look at him, and a
also conspicuously absent after hoursMontréal party, while Bob had dinner chance to speak to their favourite author.
Robert Charles Wilson was conspicuousvith his Hungarian translator. This mayBut there is a profound difference
in programming. But | don't recall be more or less the general case. Whiledetween a sense ofioblisse oblige
seeing him once the convention centequizzed the TAFF winner about Britishtoward one’s fans, and actualbging a
closed for the night. fandom, perhaps Rob Sawyer wadgan.

Sowhat ofthis famous equalitarian discussing with his editor the release As they would say on Myth Busters,
relationship between fans and pros? Is ilate for his next two books. As I|the myth of equality between fans and
real or not? watched Steve Stiles’ easelprosis mainly busted.

Admittedly, |1 wouldn’t recognize a demonstration, maybe David Hartwell |wasn’t going to try to explain any of
great many writers and editors. Theravas having a téte-a-téte with Patrickhat to the CBC interviewer. She wanted
might have been Michael SwanwicksNielsen Hayden over budgets. sound bites that were easily digested by
and Nancy Kresses and Greg Bears at The pros have their own circle ofthe television viewer. By definition, a
every turn, wherever | went, and | likely cronies and their own shared interestssound bite contains one idea (or fewer)
wouldn’t have a clue. “Collecting” pros They're no different, in their way, from that is simple enough to grasp in ten

was never a hobby of mine.

The Klingon Boarding Party or other seconds. Giving the viewers of the CBC

But offhand, | think not. Whether it special-interest groups in the erraticNews a little more credit than the
was ever really so, older fans than lmorphous body known as fandom. Onaverage watcher of Fox News, maybe
would have to answer. At present, itcould go out on a limb and say pros haveimple enough to grasp thirty seconds.
appears to me, that the pros are a sulven less common ground with fans thawhether or not the material made it to

There have also been provocative
on-line discussions that frankly
owned up to there being fewer
pros at the Worldcon. The con-
tention of some pros is that it
makes little sense to spend
money to attend a small conven-
tion of a few thousand mem-
bers, when giant media cons with
20,000 or even 100,000 mem-
bers is more cost-effective.

The argument is that Iif
Worldcons are to attract any pro-
fessional attention at all, they
must make radical changes to
grow to a size comparable to
Dragon Con or SDCC.

The contrary argument is
that pros also come to the World-
con for other reasons than busi-
ness, and that such changes
would be fatal to the Worldcon as
we know it.

My position is that we are
nowhere near a crisis yet, and
such concerns are premature. In
the end, though, I think it would
be preferable to let the Worldcon
slowly die than alter it into some-
thing unrecognizable, that serves
no-one’s interests but a very
few. Whose Worldcon is it, after
all?

most other groups. Costumers ofterthe air is another question. There was no
work on cons. Fanzine fans may alsaign of it in a couple of news stories that
filk and love Star Trek. Comics fansl saw on YouTube. It wouldn’t be the
game. Not too many pros would seem tdirst time | ended up on the cutting-room
have a hand in any fan activity, excepftloor.
perhaps a little writing for fanzines. One of the film clips that did make it
The main basis for claiming an easyo the air, though, lingered long over
and equal relationship between fans ansome fan’s badges, and the Anticipation
pros is probably the common ground ohame tag was gloriously visible for
science fiction. In that regard, we doseveral entire seconds.
speak the same language, and do share My final program event for Saturday
broad swathes of the same history. It'svas “The Tools of the Trade” at five
thin grounds, though. Fans and pro®’clock. My guess is that the item was
don’t approach science fiction the samereated for Alan Beck, who was the little
way. They write and sell books — we buy-known final nominee for the Best
and read them. Do you feel you're onFanartist this year. | say “little-known,”
same basis with the man you boughbut he is evidently well enough known
your Toyota from as you are with theto have gotten whatever number of
guys you bowl with? The Toyota nominations it takes to appear on the
salesman is friendly, to be sure. Youballot in that category. (I'd say about
wouldn’t expect him to invite you home fifty, possibly forty.) In any case, | had
for dinner, though. Isn’t he really just no idea who he was when 1 first heard
trying to sell you a car? Doesn’t thethe name. This led to a Google search to
writer just want you to buy his book?  discover that Beck was a freelancer who
No, not entirely. He'd happy to talk specialized in cute animal renderings of
to you about his book. | doubt he wouldfamous paintings. He sold them as
be quite as happy to listen to you tallposters, coffee mugs, and calendars. |
about your fanzine. And while a hundredcame to the panel expecting to talk about
people can listen to him at the front ofmy pens and pencils, since | use little
the room, he couldn’t possibly listen to aelse. Alan came with a lap top, and a
hundred people individually. This getscomplete PowerPoint presentation that
to the core of the unequal relationshigook a considerable time to show. His
between fans and pros. We're there toain point was that no amount of
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preparation was too much, and hdRob Sawyer, Bob Wilson, Alan the awards myself. Instead of leaving the
proceeded to show about twenty steps iRosenthal, Catherine Crockett andstage entirely, | was directed to wait in
the construction of one of his book coverSchirm were all present and accountethe wings in the event | was called back.
paintings. One of the other artists camédor. The necessary change came so lat8p far, so good.

similarly prepared, and followed muchthough, you unfortunately won't find any At 3.30 p.m. | gave a tutorial on
the same line. In one of only a couple ofention of my roast in the programdrawing. The tutorial was based on an
opportunities to speak, | subverted theguide. article 1 wrote, a few years ago, called
entire message by stating |1 only needed a It was one of the better-attendedPencil Points.” It was the result of quite
pencil, pen, paper, and sometimes a rule@vents | was part of... excepting thea long period of thought in response to a
to do my work. In my opinion, tools opening, and closing ceremonies, ofriend asking me if | could help him with
were far less important than the idea..course, and the Hugo presentationshis drawing. | felt that the usual approach
and knowing how to put it across. ThisTwenty-five or thirty bodies sat through— drawing stick figures and circles —
didn’t seem to fit the party line very well, the whole hour, as we reminisced, jokedvasn’t very helpful. The real issue as an
and | could see | didn't really belongand kidded around. While not strictly aartist isn’t hand-and-eye coordination so
there. | made the excuse of a conflictingroast” — | took my turn embellishing old much as observation, and judgment,
program item — we had already gonestories — it seemed to keep our modesthich no amount of geometrical exercise
over an hour and no end was in sight -audience entertained. | wondered wherwill teach. So, when 1 finally came to

then hurried away. other people were. The Stileses fogiving my friend lessons, | took a
example. Or Guy Lillian. But the last different approach. Instead of pencil
Part Can — Demarche/Sunday minute scheduling ran afoul of otherexercises, | asked him to act out a

program events. Steve, | later learnedaumber of scenarios. The purpose of this
It was likely on Sunday that we went towas giving a presentation on the Rotslewas to force him to discover the
the egg place for brunch. Finally, Schirmwinners with Sue Mason at exactly theessentials of a scene, and then organize
and | started a day with something hosame time my “Life & Times.” | would them in the most effective way on paper.
and savory, not rich in fiber and good forhave liked Steve to be there, and for thatlever mind that the draftsmanship might
us. The restaurant was named somethingatter (as a past Rotsler winner) | wouldbe wretched. Can you identify what
like “Eggs-actly” or “Eggs-istential” and have liked to seen his presentation. makes an elephant an elephant, and not a
served only hen fruit in one fashion or To be honest, | sawo-one else’'s camel? Can you communicate an angry
another. | was a bit skeptical about thisprogram appearances. | was so busy ovexpression that doesn’t look like an evil
but it turned out that my ham & eggs onthe five days of the con that it never evergrin? The lessons seemed to satisfy my
bagels were eggs-cellent. entered my head to look through thdriend, and later | wrote a successful

At 12:30 | had to be in a certain roomengthy program guide to find if there article about the experiment.

without knowing why. That was the was anything | wanted to see. Likely as | had hoped to repeat the experiment
theory behind the “roast” prepared fornot, there would have been schedulen a larger scale at Torcon. But as usual,
me. In practice, | knew all about it. conflicts in many cases. Or | might haveno-one was interested in my suggestions.
Originally scheduled for Monday had to skip more meals. But mainly | justAnticipation was a different matter, and
afternoon, it turned out that only one ofdidn’t think of it, and this | deeply regret. the “Pencil Point” article made the
the participants of “The Life & Times of | also missed all of the Canventiontranslation to “Drawing Seminar with
Taral Wayne” would still be in Montréal events, and the presentation of thdaral Wayne.”
on Monday afternoon. The singleCanadian Aurora awards. | can't say | It drew a fair crowd, measured by any
survivor of the remorseless need foregretthisvery much. other program event I'd been on so far.
people to catch trains and planes going Sunday was the day for big-ticketThey were all prepared to sketch, which
home was Robert J. Sawyer. Rob and program events. It was the day of thevas a good sign also. In the course of the
have known each other for quite aannouncement of next year’s Worldconseminar | challenged the participants to
number of years — longer than he’s beewhen the new Worldcon logo would beact out a double-take, climbing a ladder,
a published writer, in fact. But we couldrevealed and, of course, the day for than angry encounter with sailors goofing-
hardly say we were close, and there waugo ceremonies. At two o’clock |
some doubt he could conduct a propepoined the elite in the main progran It may seem odd to most of fan-
“roast” on his lonesome. It becameroom for the rehearsal. | was mainljy dom that I've been nominated for
necessary to tell me about it. | asked ibaffled. Remember, the last time | woul( Best Fanartist 8 times so far, won
“The Life & Times” could be have seen the Hugos presented it was g the Rotsler award, run for TAFF
rescheduled. Laurie Mann was goocbanquet (of the traditional rubbeq and DUFF, been toastmaster at
about this, and managed to reschedulehicken) in the early 1970s. Some speci| ©ne Corflu, and was Fan Guest Pf
early Thursday. We ran into the samenstructions had to be given to keep m| Honour at the Worldcon - but I've
problem. One of the panelists would beoff my feet as much as possible POt ontce bee? ”?c?;“”:ted In-any
on hand, but the rest weren't expected¢omplicated by the unusual circumstang :n Cz egIotrrs]/_ ?(r't ¢ ukrora |
until Friday. Finally Laurie squeezedthat, immediately after presenting thq waras. K 1T speaks volumes

y . . - . ) . for the provincial outlook of most
The Life & Times” into Sunday, when Hugo for best fanzine, | might win one of Canadian fans - pun unavoidable.
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The printed invitation used a tiny
excerpt from an old drawing of
mine. Catherine Crockett asked if
I had ever drawn any Hugos that
she could use.

Wracking my memory came
up only with a couple. A third
was wholly unusable. Of the two,
Catherine had picked one that
was from a pastiche of cartoonist
George Herriman. Looks like a
hood ornament on a corned beef
tin, doesn't it?

content. the nominees for best editor. Chris
The big event began at six o’clockGarcia was there, of course. | heard that
with the pre-Hugo reception. YouJohn Scalzi was schmoozing
needed a printed invitation for this, andsomewhere, but wouldn’t have
could bring one guest with you. Irecognized him on sight anyway.
brought Steven Baldassarra, since it waSomehow | met one of the nominees for
bound to be a once-in-a-lifetime eventBest Graphic Story, and spoke a while
for him. For that matter it was a once-in-about his hopes. Not Phil Foglio. |
a-lifetime event for me this time. In spitewould know Foglio. He would have spit
of seven previous Hugo nominations, in my eye, from what I've been told.
had never been able to attend &his man | didn't know, and I'm
Worldcon for the occasion. I'd neverembarrassed to say I've already
been to a Hugo reception either, so iforgotten his name. And there was the

was just as novel to me as to Steven. energetic Frank Wu.

It was a bit of a disappointment too, Frank | had met earlier in the con, of
really. course. Or more accurately, he met me,

The room the reception was held irsince | recall my name being called from
could have been a hanger for the Bbdehind, and Frank introducing himself. |
Bomber, and enjoyed a view of the cityhave to admit, Frank is the second-most-
from the all-glass back wall. A small barfriendly guy |I met at the Worldcon.
was set up in one corner, and each gue€hris Garcia just nudges him from first
was issued a single ticket. No hardplace. But Frank’s a bit unnerving when
liquor or any liqueurs were available,you don’t know him. He high-fived me,
just white wine or red. Fortunately, therebounced off the walls, and performed
off and other scenarios that wouldwas plenty of coffee from a self-servefellowship rituals too arcane for me to
awaken them to how the face and bodyable. From time to time a vested busboyecognize while |1 was still making up
moves. In pursuit of relevant butwalked by with a tray of my mind to answer “hello.” He
sufficient detail, | also asked them towhaddayacallums... hors d'oeuvresdntroduced his wife, Brianna,
draw Spanish galleons, fruit stands andppetizers? Pricey snack food. somewhere between that and my next
other distinctive subjects. Then | walked To tell the truth, | had no idea whoword, and then was off again. Frank
around the group to see the resultanost of the other nominees were. Manynust have found the pre-Hugos
Where | could, | showed how thewere formally dressed to one degree oaintoxicating. He shifted from what
drawing might have been better staged.dnother, but a few were casual enougpasses with Frank as cruising mode to
pointed out when too much detail wagor the gym. | ran into Karl Schroeder,high energy Before | knew it, | was
distracting, and when necessary detailwho | knew from a few years ago inbeing pushed and pulled and prodded
were lacking . Whether or not anyoneToronto. He was up for the Hugo in Bestinto photo ops, outdrawing each other
gained from my tutorial 1 can’t say. But Dramatic Presentation, Long Form. (Thdike gunslingers. Outdrawing get it?” It
it kept the participants concentrating oraward’snameis sure long enough.) I'm sank in, but Frank was off on another
their sketch pads, and they seemegretty sure | saw David Hartwell, one oftrajectory by then. | don’t know what he
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was having, but | could have used a littlewould not have the chance to speak to The new official logo for the Hugos
After a while, a table was wheeledhim at all. It wasn't that | was a swornwas shown for the first time. | have to
into the middle of the room. An fan, but I did like his writing and thought admit | couldn’t have designed better — it
announcement was made. This was th#hat under the circumstances it would bevas perfectly simple and simply perfect.
first unveiling of Anticipation’s take on appropriate to at least meet him. Then the actual Hugo for 2009 was
the Hugo award — as Beautiful People, As at the opening ceremonies, | was eevealed to the public. Finally, the site
we got to see it first. It was a moment ofit bewildered by the Hugos. | had aselected for the 2011 Worldcon was
truth. Whatever lay beneath the whitebetter grasp of what to expect, thanks tannounced — Reno. Better work out your
sheet might be mine in an hour’s timethe rehearsal earlier, but it was nothingight arm, if you're planning to go. Those
Would it be a figure of grace andlike the last time | had seen the awardslot machines will be in the dealers’
dignity? Or would it be a hideous piecegiven out... likely 1976, when | heard aroom if | know Nevada, and the Hugos
of claptrap like the Nippon Hugo — amisanthropic Heinlein booed from thewill probably have a handle. With the
pairing of the traditional rocket and Ultraaudience. But in 1976 | didn’'t have toJohn W. Campbell award, the
Man that was so cheesy you didn’t knowactually hand someone a rocket from thereliminaries were over.
whether it was enough to push it behingtage. | thought it unlikely I'd mess up so  The Penneys were up first, to present
the bowling trophies, or such an outrightbadly, thatl’d be booed, but it was athe Hugo for the Best Fanwriter to
embarrassment you could only stick itdistinct possibility. Cheryl Morgan.
under the bed. One thing that was definitely in my  Then came the cue for me to climb
| think you could hear every breath infavour was my shirt. Unlike David the stage. As before, | really couldn’t see
the room being let out. The Hugo wasHarwell and his technicolour ensemblesnuch of the audience, only the brightly
gorgeous. For the first time, | realized lof stylishly mismatching off-the-rack lit stage and the few people on it.
wantedthis one. The silver rocket wasshirt, tie, pants, socks and underpants, $omeone handed me an envelope. | think
mounted on a piece of silvery granitewore a custom-made garment. MyJulie pushed me up to the mike. Then I
representing an asteroid. The top of theriginal intentions were unpretentious.spoke off the top of my head.
stone base was polished flat, and lookinvhen asked by Catherine Crockett what Okay, | haven't got a transcript, nor
down the boresight you saw a “blast pit"I'd wear at the ceremonies, | said Idid | make any notes, but it's unlikely I'll
whose flames were Autumn-colouredhadn’t thought about it, but probably theever forget what | said.
maple leaves. Around the circumferencesame t-shirt and short pants | wore the | said that | haghublishedfanzines, |
of the base was a metal strip thatest of the time. What else did | own?hadwritten for fanzines, | hadirawn in
reminded me of Jeordi La Forge’s visorSome years ago, though, Catherine haf@nzines, and on occasion | hhd on
with the name of Anticipation engravedmade a couple of custom shirts for mdanzines when 1 cut myself on the
on it. A little bit like Jeordi’s visor, it that | often wore to conventions. Theystaples, so knewit was an artform. Then
also tended to fall off at awkwardtechnically still fit — but not well. She I opened up the envelope, read the
moments. Nevertheless, it was nobffered to make another along the samaominees -Argentus,edited by Steven
merely attractive, it was stunning. lines. Having now thought about it, it Silver; Banana Wingsgdited by Claire
Not long after the unveiling came theseemed like a good idea. The shirt shBrialey and Mark PlummeiChallenger,
photo session. Groups were formed ofmade was a dark, twilight blue, theedited by Guy Lillian IlI; The Drink
nominees in each category. In Bestolour of the clear sky before nightTank, edited by Chris GarciaElectric
Fanartist, Frank did the gunslinger shtickbegins to fall in earnest, with blackVelocipede,edited by John Klima; and
again. If you can't tell, | found it a little facings. Instead of buttoning or zipping,File 770, edited by Mike Glyer. Then |
embarrassing to draw attention that wayit was tied in kimono fashion, and hadsaid, “interesting.”

Get it? Draw. short sleeves. Catherine fitted it only My first thought was “damn,”
It was soon time to leave for the Hugadays before both us left for theactually. | knew who'd’d voted for, and
Presentation itself. convention, managing to finish it just inwould have been quite contenB&nana

Up to then, | had seen nothing of théime. The fit was great, and | really lovedWings Drink Tank Challenger or File
Guest of Honour, Neil Gaiman, excepthow it turned out. Paired with ordinary770had won. But who the heck was John
for a few minutes at the openingblack cotton pants, at least no-one woul&lima? | read out the name of the zine
ceremonies. | see 17 listed progranioo how | was dressed. I'd never heard of. | wasn’t to learn it
items Neil Gaiman took part in. Kept The place was packed, and the lightwas a fan-fiction website, of all things,
busy with my own schedule, I missedturned low just as the openinguntil later.
them all. I have no idea where he was theeremonies had been. The video screens Someone held the Hugo out so | could
rest of the time, so there were no casudit up and Julie Czerneda appeared oteke it and pass it to the winner. For
encounters. The way it looked, he jusstage with her translator. The show ha@bout five seconds, | actually held the
about missed the pre-Hugo receptionbegun. One by one, they went througibloody thing — and | can’t remember
Gaiman arrived five minutes beforethe warm-ups. Andy Porter wasthose five seconds at alll Did the base
everyone was formed up to move to th@resented with the Big Heart award. Ifeel rough? Was it cold? Was it heavy?
main program area for the awardclapped hard for that one. Next came th&lo shred of the experience survives. |
ceremonies. | was beginning to suspect First Fandom award. should have left the stage at that point.



38 File 770: 157

withdrawn his name.” either. A lot of people would give an eye
The contest was basically down-tooth forone So | had the whole cake
to Frank, Sue, and me. Frank haexcept for one slice, and had no good
won three times before. Sue twicecause to complain. But it wasuch a
This year seemed to be the one imeautiful Hugo...
which | held my strongest hand, No, | have no complaints... except
since | was a GoH at the samdor one thing. If not this year, can it be
year’s Worldcon, enjoyed its anyyear? To repeat a question posed by
backing in numerous ways, and hadChris Garcia in a recent issue Bfink
had a number of showy thingsTank “what does it take to win a
published in fanzines in the Hugo?” If not work, then what? I
previous couple of years. If | could certainly cant compete for popularity
not win in 2009, it stood to reasonwhen | attend no conventions and have
Frank’s Victory Dance. A more | that | couldnt win at all, no matter little personal contact with other fans. It
complete dialog between Frank, | what | did. The moment the would seem as though the fan Hugos
Brianna and I about the Fanart Hugo | gnyelope was torn open, my beliefmeasure those virtues more than any
can be found in Drink Tank 223, and | i, \ork and effort was hanging in others.
gg;/vnnzlionaedsed from Bill Burns” website, the balance. As for the professional Hugo
' Well, there isroreward for hard categories, | paid little attention. I'm not
work, and effort doesno good. very interested in that minor-league
Since | was a nominee in the nextHoratio Alger’s boys-who-made-good stuff. Surely Mike will have the details
category, | retired behind the wings.were just the figment of a lying writer's somewhere in this issue Bfle 770— if
And there | waited. For me, the next fewimagination. Good fortune comes to nanot, tryLocus | hear they've even won
minutes were the most nerve-wrackingone simply because they deserve it. an award for that sort of thing.
of the whole affair. Putting it another way, Frank won his  Still, | wonder where the Hugos are
The Hugo for Best fanartist was4™ Hugo. | guess | can’t blame him forgoing. At worst, | fear the distinction
presented by the trio of fan-fund winnerseing elated, but | took his victory dancebetween the SF genre and the outside
— Steve Green for TAFF, Emma Hawkegather badly. He swooped around thevorld is breaking down as we watch.
for DUFF, and LeAmber Kensley for stage, playing with his Hugo as though ifTwo of the fan Hugos were taken, not by
CUFF. The nominees must be prettywere a toy rocket, raising more than onéraditional fanac, but by their internet
familiar by now: Brad Foster, Sueeyebrow among the other winners whaffspring. Best fanzine was a website.
Mason, Frank Wu, and yours truly. Thepreferred more reserved expressions ddest fanwriter was Cheryl Morgan, by
newcomer to the group was Alan Beck. satisfaction. | merely started breathingvirtue of her blog. John Scalzi took
| met the somewhat obscure Alan Aagain. The stage helpers didn't shoo thbome another rocket in the category of
Beck briefly at the pre-awards receptionother nominees away, but drew theBest Related Book— not for his blog this
Until the nominees were revealed in thevinners apart for the photo op. I've seertime, but for a collection of his blog
summer, I'm guessing not too manyone shot of the winners in which youwriting. Best Short Dramatic
people had heard of him. Googlecan see a bit of me at back, and off t¢’resentation was some gim-crack
directed me to Alan’s website, where lone side. It must have been a little whileamateur production on a blog called “Dr.
quickly learned that he was a freelancafter that, when things were breaking upHorrible’s Sing-Along,” that conjures up
artist who appeared to specialize irthat | decided | didn’t need my newly-the truly horrible question of whether
animal renditions of famous paintings.written acceptance speech. Lackinghe “Dancing Baby” could have been a
“American Gothic” with mouse heads, anything better to do with it, | gave it to nominee a few years ago.
for example. He sold these by mail as tFrank. | felt he had everything else. Why The problem | foresee is not the new
shirts, calendars, coffee mugs and otharot have that, too? medium itself. The internet is a tool, and
such perennially favourite media in In time, | regained some perspectivé use it myself. But the internet
shopping mall culture. Like any and put away the sore-loser face. Aftepotentially reaches millions, where the
enterprising freelancer, he evidently alsall, | was a Guest of Honour at aprint media reaches thousands. And the
takes his work to SF conventions.Worldcon, wasn’t I? | had been blessedwiltone medium reaches several dozens.
Naturally, he had a display of his printswith any amount of egoboo over theAt the same time, many of the plots and
at Anticipation. Sometimes | have ballsprevious year or two, including ansymbols of science fiction are diffusing
of brass, so | had to ask Alan why hantroduction written by Mike Glyer that into the mainstream culture. Chances are
thought he was on the Hugo ballot ag couldn't have been improved if | hadthat anyone under the age of 40 knows
best fanartist. By his answer, | assumedictated it. I'd have a ton of stuff what a Vulcan nerve pinch is, or a faster
he was almost as puzzled by it as | wagublished, which is what fanac is-than-light drive. They understand the
He told me he had no idea. supposed to be all about. I'd won theime-paradox because they saw it on an
From a practical standpoint, the onlyRotsler last year. And eight nominationsepisode ofThird Rock From the Sun
answer was “because Steve Stiles hafdr the Hugo is nothing to sneeze atAnd they know A.l. made their Toyota,
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because they saw one transform into bBoth shook our heads, then, andafterward is not for me to say. All of this
battle robot on a television ad. Ifconceded there was nothing to be donklearned later. It seems to me, too, that
everyone understands SF, and anyorabout it. this wasn’t in the least foreseeable.
can access the internet, what difference | also spoke with the René Walling, What Worldcon hasn’'t made
will there be between fandom and theéhe con chairman- for a little while. | mistakes? As far as it went, there were
mundane world in the future? Whatwanted to thank him (and the committeepdequate reasons for complaint. But to
sense of “community” will there be? for a wonderful experience, and a wellpublicly tongue-lash the chairman like
Could a digitally animated Captainrun convention. Timed almost like asome gold-bricking employee seemed
Crunch commercial win a Hugo for Bestcomic turn, Patrick Nielsen Haydenmore like a bit from some sitcom. René
Short Dramatic Presentation someday? picked that moment to come bristling upseemed to shrug it off in true Gallic
Growth can be a good thing, but it'sto René. He complained in a very loudfashion, though. | had to admire him. A
not always equally good for everyone. Avoice that it was &adly run con, one of little later, Teresa came over and made
select few may benefit enormously,the worst he had ever seen. I'd knowrsoothing noises. | don’t recall what she
while everyone else sinks to the level ofPatrick pretty well during the mid-70s, said, but she seemed concerned that a
the mass consumer. after he had suddenly moved intofaux pas had been committed and it
So far as | know, the limiting factor in Toronto, and then | largely fell out of needed to be set right.
the growth of the Hugos is the cost of aouch when he almost as suddenly While circling the room, | noticed
Worldcon membership. It's alreadymoved away. He had always beerseveral people were carrying an odd-
higher than many old-time fans will payexcitable, and had a Puckish sense dboking box, about the size of a CD case.
just for the right to vote. The Hugo inhumour that was sometimes hard td\fter a time | noticed a table where
the foreseeable future is almost certain tdistinguish from his straight delivery. Sosomeone was minding a stack of them. |
be defined by the few thousand peoplat first | thought he was pulling René’sassumed it was more of the same disks,
who will pay for the privilege. It already leg. But Patrick had had a quick tempeand paid them no mind. Next day, one of
is. But who will those people be, onewhen | had known him, too, andthe concom asked if I had gotten my
wonders. eventually it sunk in that he was deadHugo nominee’s gift from Aussiecon.
After the Hugo ceremonies | stumbledserious. Not that | noticed, | said. What was it?
down to the post-awards reception with The gist of his complaints was abouApparently those “CDs” | saw the night
Steven. the elevators, and limits to people’sbefore were limited-edition, bone china
Steven didn’t want to stay long. Imoving to and from the upper floors.dishes. The designs were based on an
can't say | blame him — he’d alreadyThere had also been complaints abouAboriginal painting by an artist named
seen the genre’s royalty at the pre-awardoise, causing the SFWA party to beRuth Napaljarri Stewart. They are
ceremonies, and wasn't too enthusiastimoved. After dismissing the Delta as éhandsome — I'll give them that. And the
about seeing them again. Nor was théotally unsuitable choice, and rankingAustralian connection is obvious. But
ambiance, created by dim lights and @nticipation as one of the worst-runI’m not at all sure why a dish. Except for
crowded room, as friendly. Tables wereNorldcons he’d seen, Patrick bristledthe card pasted on the box, it might be a
well-stocked with canapés, but unlesaway again. It's good when people letsouvenir brought back by a tourist. |
you anted up at the cash bar there wakeir minds be known. But, like a gave Aussies A for taste, but I'm forced
only water to drink. | had water. lightning strike on the last green, theréo mark them lower for relevance.
Yet | had a couple of lively was no time for an apology arebuttal. Thanks for thinking of me, though.
conversations that | recall as enjoyable. The elevators had, in fact, been slow. As it happens, | also received a small
One with John Hertz, about the HugoThere were line-ups. I've heard, too, thagift from Anticipation. It was a small,
rules, was largely in confidence. Anothera pronouncement of the fire marshal hasvooden, faux-Japanese box. You might
was with John Douglas. I'd known Johnkept some people from reaching thevonder at the relevance of that, but
since he edited OSFIC newsletters, morparty floors. | saw nothing of this myself, “Anticipation, Worldcon 2009” had been
than 35 years ago. Oddly enough, | thinlbut the expedient of keeping somepainted by brush inside. And there were
I grew to know and like John more afterelevators free for use of guests going tdive glorious maple syrup candies! The
he moved to New York and began to ediand from their rooms may have ha
professionally. We talked about the Bestincertain results. Did it help thg “Tim Hortons” is the correct name of
Editor category. My point was that themovement of people, or hinder it? | can| the eponymous chain of donut stores.
award was certainly deserved, but that isay. But what Worldcon doesn’t havq It used to be Tim Horton’s Donuts, byt
was too much to expect of most readerproblems with the elevators of one soll in Quebec that contravened the notof
to be very aware of what editors do. Johmr another? ous law known as Bill 101. It is illega
added that most editors unfortunately do Then, there were the closed partie| to advertise on a sign or in a store win-
fly under the readers’ radar, and that thélthough the con had arranged two part dow using English. The possessive
Hugo tended to go to certain names thdtoors, evidently noise carried through tq apostrophe is forbidden. So Tim Hor
were highly visible. Gardner Dozoi$he the floors above and below. It wag ton’s became simply Tim Hortons.
Year’s Best Science Fictipfor example, possible to relocate the SWFA party g | bet even Hazel Langford didn’t
or Terry Carr'sAce Specialsl think we least, but how well it carried on| know that.
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only thing more Canadian than mapl
syrup candy is Tim Hortons donuts.

And of course, | didn’t share a singq
one. They were my preciousssss.

One of the more popular parties wit
the cool crowd was the fan lounge. |
was well stocked by Catherine Crocket
and seemed to be the preferred hangq
of British fans. It's probably worth
mentioning the odd layout of partyf
rooms at the Delta Centre Ville. Therg
were basically two floor plans, and
square was not an option. The largg

Illumination by Ken Fletcher

rooms were at the ends of the building,

and were shaped somewhat like a&wo out of three.

croissant, with the door to the hall in the

exceptions for writers | don’t know if |
admired them tremendously. But your
run-of-the-mill Clarke, Asimov, or
Heinlein — no thank you. On the other
hand, one doesn’'t share billing with a
name like Neil Gaiman’s every day, so |
was willing to make an exception. | had
asked just before the Hugo ceremony,
but this was ruled out. If Gaiman started
to sign a book there in front of
thousands of people, thousands of
people would be also swarm him to aks
for autographs. The ceremonies might
end up starting an hour or two late.

It was Monday or never, then. There

There were more than two dozerwas a table set up for autograph sessions

middle. The other sort was split-level — gparties running at any one time, I'mjust in front of the curtain separating the
small and cramped lower area, stairssure. Some | probably never set foot indealers’ area from the rest of the main
and an upper level bedroom with baththere were so many. Concentrating therexhibit room. Gaiman wasn’t there yet,
The fan lounge was one of the secondn two floors seems to worked well —but about two hundred people were
sort. The downstairs area was just largalmost as well as having those floors onalready lined up. While perhaps | should
enough for a sofa and chair, and much adbove the other would have worked. have just taken my place at the end of
the action took place upstairs. Thewonder why there were twenty-onethe line, | really couldn’t justify tying
Worldcon one-shot was, in fact, mainlyfloors between them? myself up for however long it might take
typed in a closet nook across from the to work to the front of the line. Not to
bathroom, while the bed provided space put too fine a point on it, | was the Fan
for loungers. Crowded though it was, Guest of Honour. So, for the first time, |
Steve set up his easel for his “How to béMonday was a time of winding down. actually took advantage of my status,
a cartoonist” talk in one corner Almost of leftovers. | don’'t even have aand asked to be jumped to the head of
downstairs, and somehow packed theralear recollection of what | did most of the line. The staff person in charge saw
in. the day. Perhaps Monday was when ho problem with it, so | motored my
By comparison, the con suite waswvatched John D. Berry and Steve Stilescooter right up to the table and in front
large, fairly rectangular for a changemeet on the lower concourse? Otherwisef someone who found out he was now
and had a full bedroom on the sameé wouldn’t have known Berry had evenonly secondin line. | waited. Gaiman
level. | recall spending a good deal ofbeen at Anticipation. There were othersvas due in about ten minutes. He arrived
time there on more than one occasiorat the con that | never saw either — sucin about fifteen. We had a few words
but particularly one late night with Steveas Lise Eisenberg, who | was only lateand he signed my three freshly
Stiles, Andy Porter, and Steve Greentold had been there. It was likelypurchased books. The copy of Coraline
Andy was doodling fake Rotslers on aMonday, too, when a small number ofhe inscribed “Taral — Fellow G of H,
marker board, while Stiles and Imy friends found an agreeable Chineséleil, Anticipation,” just as | was nervy
discussed our discovery of a wonderfurestaurant for dinner. It was lessenough to ask him to. It wasn't a first
light fixture based on a drawing by Kenpretentious than where we dined on thedition, but where would | get one of
Fletcher. No party could rival the first day. This one was a hole in the walthose? Honour had at least been
Montréal and Texas parties, thoughin Chinatown, not far from the Palais.satisfied.
Mounds of savory smoked meat and ry&Ve ordered from shabby menus and As it was the final day of the
bread competed with vats of spicy beefwere quickly served on a plasticWorldcon, | also had to return the
or-chicken chili. tablecloth. But the food was as good ascooter that afternoon. By then it had
I mentioned the Con Chairman’sat the classier joint, and cheaper to boonearly grown to be a part of me. It was
party earlier, though not perhaps théNobody put a hammerlock on me for asecond nature to hop on and off, plug it
long and astute conversation aboutip, either, so | left one willingly. in whenever | was stopped for any
American politics | had with Kevin Monday was also the last day theréength of time, and back up without
Standlee’s wife. In the other room, Joevas any possibility of getting Neil running over too many toes. | had had an
Siclari and a few others tried to think of Gaiman to autograph books for meinteresting encounter once with another
anyone who had earned a hat-trick bjNormally, | don’t collect autographs. | scooter that reminds me of that old story
having been a Worldcon Chairman,do have any number of books signed oabout the only two cars in some
Worldcon Guest of Honouanda major inscribed by writers | know well — Midwest state back in the early 19
fan fund winner. No names emergedRobert Charles Wilson for one, Phylliscentury. Despite having the whole state
though plenty in fandom had managedsotlieb for another. And | would maketo avoid each other in, they still

Part Six — Lundi/Monday
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managed to collide. Pity | had to go home, but that's hol Title page from my copy of
Steve Stiles had been havingtis. Coraline.

problems with his legs at work, and was

seeing a therapist for them. He had many Sept — Mardi/Tuesday

guestions to ask me about the scooter —
had it taken long to get used to, did | findt was astonishing how fast everything
it useful, how agile was it? If his therapycame down after the ceremonies 0
didn’t begin working better than it had soSunday. Even if | had been serious abo
far, he said, he might needing onecamping in my virtual apartment, it wag
himself. Then again, he also said that thalready too late. Disassembly probabl
amount of walking he’d been doingbegan even before everyone had left th
throughout the con seemed to have dongrogram area. By Tuesday morning,
more good for him than the therapywas as though the Worldcon had nevq
Before | turned the scooter in and bade ihappened. Schirm and | walked over t
a sad farewell, | let Schirm have a go. Hehe convention center and found no sig
zipped up and down the hall outside thef it. Now and then, we encountere
main exhibition area, trying for an indooranother sole survivor, or a couple of fan
land speed record. | let him drive it intowho hadn’t left yet. There were 4
the scooter park enclosure. Thinking itsurprising number, really. But compare
was his scooter, they began to bill himto the kaleidoscopic emptiness of th
for the rental. Fortunately | was there tdPalais, a handful of fans were only a fey
step to explain, and the rental wadalf-deflated balloons bobbing in thq
waived. | really could use one of thosewake of a circus parade. Schirm and
around my Parkdale neighborhood. Buhad little idea what to do, but we were
unless my back actually gives out fordetermined to do something with our lastvalk east or west, but which way was the
good, it'll be quite a few more yearsfull day in Montréal. mount? The first passer-by spoke perfect
before it comes to that. It was Schirm who suggested ther&nglish and directed us west. From
| also ran into Lea Farr, who had onavas a Métro stop nearby. He remindedvhere we were it wasn't obvious there
last present for me — a box about the sizene that we both wanted to see Montvas a rise, but we trusted the natives to
of a car battery, with the last of theRoyal, if we found a way to get there. Iknow the lay of the land. Mount Royal
membership badges in it. She hadazarded an obvious guess that gettinggas a main street — not the commercial
promised me the leftovers, to use as off at the Mont Royal Avenue stop center of the city by any means, but both
wished. | had no idea how many thatvould most likely get us where wesides of the avenue were lined with
was. Two stacks of cards filled most ofwanted to go. Some of the smartest idedsteresting stores all along the way. We
the bottom of the box. The label outsidd have are that obvious. noticed a bus go by a minute later. We'd
read 6,000. Each of the three layers must The subways, or Métro, in Montréalprobably need it, | guessed.
have originally held 2,000, so my Mk. | are unlike any | know in the world, that]| My back had grown considerably
eyeball gauged the remainder to be dtnow of. Where the cars in Toronto,stronger since | have begun using the
least 1,500! | could give these out onNew York, Philadelphia, Washington, orscooter, but it was far from strong yet.
street corners for a week, if | wanted.  Seattle all run on steel rails, the cars herAs long as | took it easy, | managed well
I had no programming to do Monday,ran on rubber wheels! The experience oénough. It helped that we were in and out
except to attend the closing ceremonies.riding them is unique, too. Instead of aof little stores. | was fine as long as we
As before, the ceremonies were helgblting, rocking ride, you swayed backdidn’t march in a straight line without
in the huge, main program hall. Asand forth. The Métro differed in one stops.
before, | had never witnessed a modernther respect as well. We had decided to We spent some time in an art supply
closing ceremony at a Worldcon. Andbuy six fares for the discount, and Istore where we picked up a couple of
once again, | had prepared nothing tevould save the two we didn’'t need formechanical pencils, and not much else,
say. There was one difference, thoughMoshe Feder’s collection of subw|
This third and final time | faced the tokens. When we bought the far
audience, | was really conscious of thenthough, all we got were six che
being there. | looked at them on purposéttle red and white cards wil
and told them it had been such a uniqueagnetic strips. | was quite irritat
experience to be the Fan Guest obn Moshe’s behalf, but even so
Honour at a Worldcon, that | wassix were cheaper than buying four.
tempted to move into my virtual We arrived at Mont Royal Aven
“apartment” here, and never leave. Whystation after only a ten-or-fifteq
not stay too? | asked the assembledhinute ride, and at street level fou
members of Anticipation. ourselves in a small plaza. We co

More or less life-size.
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then moved along. For some reasomomplaints from my back, the slope wehave been too concerned. The rain
everything of real interest seemed to belimbed was gentle, and wound througtslackened, gradually diminished to
on the other side of the street. Schirmwell manicured parklands and forestspitting, and after an hour stopped
spotted a place that advertised poutingrriving after about a quarter of a mile aentirely. There was only the water
for instance. He was feeling a littlea much larger stone building, built in adripping out of the trees to gripe about
peckish and wanted to try it. He wasn'tEuropean chéateau style. It was hard tahile we hiked our way back down the
hungry enough to start criss-crossing théelieve it hadn’t been a dance hall, or, itrail to the bus stop.
road, though. not that precisely, then surely the Later, | discovered on a map we had
We wanted to get to the mountaimarchitect had some other definitedriven about halfway through the Mont
straight away, and consigned the othepurpose in mind. | asked an attendantRoyal park.
side of the street to the walk on the wayut | was wrong. The Pavilion seemedto We left the bus, as planned, and
back. For now, we caught a bus headeldave been built for no more reason thatvalked the other side of the street on the
west. The cheap little cards showed theito give tourists shelter from the weatherreturn. Limiting ourselves to the short
worth then — we were instructed by theAnd a damned good thing it was. We'ddistance from store to store, my back
driver to insert the tickets into a fare boxbe needing it, presently. eased up considerably from the stress
and wait until they popped back out. We admired the city from a flagstoneput on it by the hike. For some reason,
Apparently the cards were good on anyerrace spacious enough to drill ahe south side of the street was the more
line for two or three hours. We hadn’tScottish regiment. It was the same citynteresting. We poked into one costume
far to ride — in only two or three as before, but from a greater elevatiorshop, where | examined stage money
minutes, we were at the foot of theand a somewhat different angle. land plastic swords, but sensibly passed
mount. noticed that dark clouds that had beemp frivolous purchases. We spent more
| said much earlier that Mont Royalfar in the north before, were now nearlytime in a couple of places that sold used
is only about 750 feet high. From aoverhead, and quite threatening. Sur€Ds and vinyl. One was more hip by
distance it's hardly noticeable from theenough, thunder echoed among théar, but too hip for me to find any music
ground, but from close up you just thanknoving towers and battlements of sullerl wanted to buy. Very little on CD was
your lucky stars you aren't riding acumulus. In moments, the front wasolder than a few years. The décor was a
bicycle up. The mount is a rocky, craggyracing over us and across the city. Wdittle of the country general store, and a
knob, and heavily wooded. Mont Royalheaded for the Pavilion with little delay, little from Forbidden Planet The cash
Avenue snakes up it in lazy S curvesreaching shelter just in time. The rainregister sat on a counter, with four
All thought of urban development haltedpelted the flagstones so violently itmaroon-coloured leatherette-topped bar
the moment the grade grew too steep farmised a spray from the ground thastools in front.
a street bum to sleep and not roll dowrsSchirm called “water smoke.” (I never The second store was much the
the grade. We asked to driver for theheard the expression, myself.) It went orsmaller of the two. Records and CDs
first stop with a good view out over thethat way for about half an hour, while anearly crowded the customer out. It was
city. hundred or so tourists huddled under theimply a makeshift box with racks and
That turned out to be about half waypavilion eaves, or stood inside,shelves that you walked into, and lacked
to the top, and gave a very good view ofascinated by the passing storm. the carefully contrived élan of the other
downtown Montréal from the Olympic It was a spectacle that Schirnplace. Fortunately, however, it was more
Stadium in the east, the old French cityenjoyed immensely, coming from a cityindiscriminate in its taste — | quickly
to the south, the distant granite mountsvhere rain is a winter affair of nothing found three used CDs of Gentle Giant
flung across the horizon over the riverbetter than drizzle and gloom, andthat | had been wanting for some time. A
and the International district to the westgenuine storms a rarity. Living in little farther down the street we dropped
It spoiled the atmosphere somewhat thaforonto, | saw my share of storms everynto an unpromising gift shop, just on a
some advertising agency was shooting gear, and so | mainly wondered howwhim. At first there was nothing of
lottery commercial. Actors and snazzylong we’d be stuck there. interest, but then | noticed a rack of
cars cluttered the parking lot behind us. It's probably worth mentioning that it “wall hangers.” These were imitation
After a few minutes we caught the nextrained several times during thesamurai swords — the sort stamped out of
bus to come along, and rode the rest dVorldcon. By far, Monday was the stainless steel that won’t hold an edge.
the way to the top. worst. But it had come down in bucketsThey're assembled by thoroughly
The summit was rather more of &or a quarter of an hour one afternoonuntraditional methods, but if you don’t
swale, a gentle basin and an open aremd there had been short periods of lightnow any better they look authentic on
where the road divided. There was aain on several other occasions. For thahe wall.
tourist building built of stone that had matter, a terrific thunderstorm and  Most were $35 or $40, which is
evidently been a home at one time, ahower hit Toronto a few days after thecheap as these sorts of things go. As
glass bus shelter, a profusion of sigrcon, driving through chinks around mywell, a 20% discount applied. | looked at
posts, and several foot paths. We pickedir conditioner, to puddle on the floortwo or three overly-ornate blades, but
one to “The Pavilion,” with its grand and soak my telephone jacks! one sword particularly caught my eye. It
overlook of the city. Except for constant  But at that point in time, | needn’twas only $25 to start, and with the
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discount it would be cheaper still. It waseven longer, but eigll
sheathed in a gold-lacquered scabbardours was what we gq
that was battered and chipped. The sword/e had packing to d
hilt was missing the finial cap.in the morning, 4
Otherwise the scabbard was solid and theell, so the ten o’cloc
blade unscratched. Considering that | hadlosing of the freq
examined a plastic stage sword not halfreakfast never enter
an hour before that cost just as much, dur minds. Instead, W
made the decision to buy it. What elsdound a fast food cou
are per-diems for, | reassured myself. In the undergroung
carried my new samurai sword back tofhere was a
the subway wrapped in paper. unremarkable choice of

It wasn't akatana,as the full length Chinese stir-fry, sub sandwicheswelcoming tunnels than the Centre Ville
Japanese sword is commonly known, buticDonalds, Thai noodles, donuts, Greeldistrict of Montréal. We finally found
a wakizashi or shoto These are the kabobs and fried chicken. | had anone short section of tunnel between two
shorter “companion” swords, typically unremarkable but filling falafel from a insurance towers with a small number of
around 20 inches long, that a samurailiddle Eastern place. shops. But it was so insular that it was
wore through life,. Of the two, it was the If the food was pretty much the samehe one place | actually found it difficult
wakizashi that was handier for beheadindare as anywhere in St. Louis, New Yorkto make myself understood in English
a prisoner. Also called the “honouror Toronto, the underground wasn’'t.when | asked for directions.
sword,” it was sometimes used inSome wag once remarked that Toronto A note about the use of language.
committing seppuku — ritual suicide. Towas built on clay, so naturally it grew Although | had been slightly concerned,
show he was unarmed, a samuraipward — but Montréal was build onit turned out that almost anyone an
removed the larger sword of @aisho granite, so naturally they grewEnglish-speaking tourist is likely to
(pair) when he entered a home. But hdownward. It's almost true. Montréal encounter in Montréal will answer your
never removed the wakizashi. He didn'does have an extensive network oEnquiries in English. Some of it, spoken
gothat unarmed, ever. While my shabbyunderground tunnels, connecting most oby taxi drivers, may be a little colourful,
“wall hanger” would never impress athe downtown buildings so that youbut it is completely intelligible. I tried to
true warrior or even a true collector, itnever have to resort to street level. Irsprinkle in the little bit of French | knew
felt like the perfect toy sword in my Montréal winters that's a godsend. We- mainly “merci” and “pardon” — and
hand. And what the hell... if | pushedfound they were not especiallyonly once found it necessary to try “je ne
hard enough, | could still kil someonewheelchair-or-scooter-friendly, though.parlez Francais pas.” When | did, the
with it. One route from the Palais to the Deltdbookstore clerk came back with perfect

We never did find that poutine placefailed us mid-way when we finally came English. Considering how bad my “ne
we had noticed earlier from the northto an escalator down, with no provisionparlez” must have sounded, | felt like a
side of the street. As a result, we wenfor the disabled. We plotted anotherit of a fool. But | understand that most
without dinner until we got back to theroute on the map, but found it ended aMontréalers are pleased you made the
hotel. We discovered a few lingeringcouple of blocks short of the hotel. Weeffort. They knowtheycan do better...
fannish types in the Delta lobby andwere forced to use an elevator to street One thing | have to say about French
introduced ourselves. It grew slowly darklevel, and emerged into a light rain tolanguage bookstores - they have
as we chatted. After a while | decided tdinish the trip. fabulous sections on French comics —
go up to the room, and read a while. | left Toronto has an underground as well.ucky Luke, Asterix, Tin Tin, Spirou
Schirm behind in the lobby, too absorbedhough far less extensive. It too connectsven Les Schtroumpfs(Smurfs,to the
by gab to leave. When he came up abowtowntown buildings. But the space toAnglophone.) Unfortunately | can hardly
an hour later, | said | needed to eat, andither side of the tunnel is leasedead kindergarten-level French, and at
we went out again to see what was opertommercially. You can shop in an Indigosomething like $16 each, looking at the
All we could find at that hour, though, bookstore, buy fresh fruit and vegetablepictures wasn't value for the money. At
was a Tim Hortons. A mini-sub and afrom a carriage trade grocer, have youleast all theAsterixand Tin Tin volumes
couple of cream-cheese on bagels hit thedothes dry-cleaned, buy a radio-are translated into English, and | have
spot dead on, even if it wasn’t exactlycontrolled toy Hummer, pick up aread them many times. Withucky Luke
Montréal hospitality at its best. Schirmchocolate bar from a newspaper stand, dive hardly been as lucky. | know of only
and | didn’t have a full day on Tuesday.enjoy a piping hot cheese croissant. Nod handful of the more than sixty

The perfect toy sword is a real toy sword!

So we turned in early. in Montréal. Not in the Centre Ville adventures of the French “poor lonesome
section that Schirm and | explored, atowboy” in English editionsSpirou I
Part Huit — Mercredi/Wednesday least. Instead, the long tunnels werdardly know at all, but for one translated

vacant, alienated spaces that echoed witfolume.
It had been a long week, and we needetthe footsteps of people hurrying through. We spent a little more time in
a full eight hours sleep that night... orThe Krell left behind warmer, more Chinatown on our final Wednesday. You
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enter through a Manchu-style gate, t@wumulo-nimbus drifting East as we spedn the Delta were a great relief. My own
find yourself in a narrow pedestrianWest. | guessed there was more bathattress, new only ten years ago, was
alley with the usual medley of weather in store for Montréal in thealready beginning to sag and wear
restaurants and gift shops. Most hadoming day or two, but at the momentthrough. Though | hadn’t given it any
about what you would expect intheir billowing crowns, gilded by a thought, it obviously needed to be
Chinatown anywhere — vases, Ben Waetting sun, were Dutch Masters fallingreplaced. Schirm collected damn nearly
balls, chimes, incense sticks, moreslowly behind us. Gradually it became$400 that he presented to me at the end
tableware and cookware than you camlusk. We caught glimpses of Lakeof the con, more than enough for a new
shake an incense stick at, paper fan®ntario past the Thousand Islandsnattress. Now all | had to do was make
gimcrackery of every kind, fake jade,stretch, but mist and the deepeningip my mind whether | wanted springs,
and very little of actual value. Theredarkness made it hard to discern wherer perhaps even a futon.
were one or two modern Chinese shopkke ended and sky began. Then it was Later that evening we had an
as well, stuffed to bursting with plasticblack altogether. We pulled into invitation to drop in on Steve Green. He
anime toys and Taiwanese manga. Toronto’s Union Station around 10:30.was this year’s English delegate for
bought a cheap figure of Sailor Mercury,We were not so much tired as languidTAFF, and was passing through
who I've always liked because of herThe five-hour ride had been neither toorl oronto. Steve was at Catherine
blue page-boy hair. The day had to bdéong, nor an uncomfortable ordeal, but &rockett’'s and Colin Hinz's place for
cut short, though. Our train pulled out ofrestful pause between the Worldcon anthe one day, then leaving on Friday.
Montréal at 5.30 — dinnertime. arriving home at last. Schirm and | promised to drop by, and
Fortunately, the station was There was a streetcar line virtually aspend a few hours in an attempt to
practically across the street from thehe station exit, and it would have takerrepresent the local fandom honorably. |
Delta. We had already checked out. Allus right to my street, a block from myhad spoken with Steve a couple of times
we had to do was retrieve our baggagapartment. But rather than wrestle withat the Worldcon. The word “garrulous”
from the concierge and pay yet anotheour baggage and spend another hour was made to describe Steve Green. He
tip. travel, we took a taxi. Once home, Isimply loved to tell long stories, so that
Although we had flown from Toronto didn’t quite pull the fold-away bed from it was a bit hard to get a word in
to Montréal, we retained our returnthe couch and turn out the light onedgewise. | remember asking him to
tickets for passage on the train. We ha&chirm — | compulsively checked my e-explain Plokta and the Plokta cabal to
“business class” seats, which entitled umail — but that's near enough. Schirmme. Were they part of British fandom or
to more leg-room, hot meals, andwas staying a few more days in Torontaot? Apparently only sort of. The
uninterrupted service. We settledand there was plenty of time for a goodexplanation was somewhat tortuous, but

leisurely into spacious seats, oumight’s sleep first. | think | finally got the gist of it. “So

baggage already checked, and pulled out Plokta is like an off-Broadway show,
of Montréal Central Station more-or-less Part Neuf — Jeudi/Thursday and the rest of British fandom is the
on time. The seats were very audience and only gets to applaud? ” |

comfortable and adjusted in at leastittle of the next few days until Schirm don’t recall his answer to that.
three dimensions. Slowly the station fellwas booked to fly home are properly When Schirm and I arrived, we found
behind us, then the city, then the suburbgart of a con report. But, in one respectSteve quite at home. He and Catherine
and we were gliding comfortably Thursday really did continue from had gotten quite mellow beforehand,
through the countryside. We had ourAnticipation. enough said. | believe Colin arrived
first round of drinks — coffee, juice, or The next afternoon we spentfrom work a little later, and something
pop the hostess asked, leaving @uttering around my neighborhood. FirstThai or Chinese was ordered in for the
packaged snack to work up a thirstbrunch at the nearby Skyline Restaurantpt of us. Schirm got along with Colin
Menus followed moments after the lastan early-60s-style sit-down grill, with well, a little to my surprise. Schirm is
salted peanut disappeared. While ndeather benches, Formica tables andaucous, but Colin rather reticent of
exactly in the five-star class, the chickermenus that featured cheeseburgers arsppeech. Once Schirm had a good look at
(or the trout Schirm ordered) wasn’t toominute steaks. The Breakfast Speciathe old pulps shelvesd along two walls
shabby. After dinner we were offeredevery morning was a good deal. Despitef the dining room, though, they seemed
coffee, juice, otiqueur. | didn't hesitate a total absence of pretension, the Skylineo find plenty to talk about. We sat in
to require all of the above... and morewas a well-known institution in what was ostensibly the dining room.
than once. If there was a limit, | didn’t Parkdale. Catherine’s drums took up too much of
reach it. | remember when flying was Having eaten, we poked into a thehe living room for company to sit.
this civilized. If ever you have thelocal furniture shops. Schirm hadSwitching from pulps to cartoons,
choice of air or rail, and don't mind surprised me with a “mattress fund.”Schirm carried on an animated
paying a little more, | strongly advise He’d begun collecting for it when it conversation with Steve as well. In fact,
taking the train and going first class. became obvious during the con that myhere seemed rather a lot of talk about
While the daylight lasted we saw aback was still troubling me, and I'd science fiction, too. What is fandom
number of ominous-looking islands ofremarked that the very firm mattressesoming to?
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| dont remember much of theistoo much of a good thing, The Hugo Presentations — Best Fanzine
evening very clearly, though. | assume Wwhen nearly a thousand
held up my end of the conversation, buprogram items compete
sadly it was a bit of a strain. Likely, | with each other for warm
was crashing from the weeklong con andbodies.
stay in Montréal. Normally | spend one |regret that | didn't take
week to the next with little contact with more photos. The camers
anyone, except by e-mail or telephonewas with me all the time.
Once it began to grow decently late, IBut after the first day, |
suggested calling it a night. Schirm waseemed to forget | had it.
having a great time, but | was afraid weThe habit of noticing photo
might hang on until we were both opportunities is one | never
exhausted, and only then realize we stiformed. | moved through
had an hour’s travel by streetcar to getrowds or watched eventg
home and to bed. happen, totally lost in the

The remainder of the week, well...moment, and no thought
this and that, but since the secondormed in my head that |
Thursday truly marked the end ofshould reach for the
Anticipation, I'll pass over the rest | camera. Not until | returned
silence. | had a good time and hated tbhome did | ever realize how
see Schirm go. Then again, it was nice tmany opportunities to save

return to my usual peaceful existencea photo record of my Photo credit - Christine Mak, (pxIbarrel)
with only a cat and my computer forexperiences had been lost:
company. Anyway, even if lhad thought of it, how with all the Guests together. It was too

in the world could | have photographedmuch to hope that the Pro Guests would
Part Dix — Réflexions/Afterthoughts myself presenting a Hugo, or a giving ashow any interest in the Fan Guest,

talk to an audience? probably. Butmightit be thatthey were
Regrets? | have a few. Once | had time on my hands again, &s curious about me as | was about them?
For one, | was so busy that | onlybegan to search the internet fort may be as wellif | never know. | suffer
realized when the Worldcon was overphotographs. profoundly egalitarian feelings.

how little 1 saw of Anticipation. Other My first searches were frustrating. My biggest regret by far, though, was
than programming that | was part of, IMost photos were of friends over dinnerthat more of my old friends and
saw no panels, attended no seminarsy writers at panels. There wasacquaintances in fandom couldn’t have
listened to no talks, saw no presentationsinderstandable interest in Neil Gaimarbeen at the con. It was my biggest
and missed a number of significantand the other Guests of Honour. But, ssnoment, but it seems that only a few of
events such as Elizabeth Vonarberg'd&ar as | could tell, there were morethe people who mattered to me in
birthday, the Aurora awards, and the farphotos taken of the Dave Hartwell's tiesfandom were there. Where were you
funds auction. There were severathan there were of the Fan Guest oMoshe Feder, Ken Fletcher, Linda and
fannish panels | would loved to haveHonour. Eventually the situation Ron Bushyager, Stu Shiffman, Jerry
been on instead of my abortiveimproved. Friends gave me addresses ddaufman, Avedon Carol, Ted White,
kaffeeklatch, or the “Tools of the Trade”FlickR and FaceBook, where | finally Dan Steffan, Don D’Ammassa, Dave
panel that | clearly didn’t belong on. |found what | was looking for. No matter Langford, Marty Cantor, Arnie Katz,
would almost give money to know if my how creaky my memory may becomeRobert Lichtman, Edd Vick, Victoria
name had been brought up by anyonsomeday, | have the means now td/ayne, Bob Webber, Dick and Leah
discussing “fanwriters,” or to have sat omemind myself of my moment in the Zeldes-Smith, Eric Mayer, Art Widner...

the fanhistory panel. But in many caseslimelight. the list is disappointingly long. (Where,
even if | had known, my own schedule A very big regret was that | neverfor that matter, wergou, Mike Glyer?)
would have precluded it. really met any of my fellow Guests. |1But then | have to stop and smell the

On the other side of the same coinspoke to Julie Czerneda as well asoffee. Travel costs a lot. Hotels cost
many people that | missed seeing duringlizabeth Vonarberg for the first andmore. Worldcon memberships aren’t
my panels were busy with their own. Oronly time while on the stage. Gaiman lexactly pocket change, either. What all
else they had been tempted away to othéwad a few words over the matter ofthose people did over the Worldcon
program events. | was sometimesaving my books signed, and then | onlyweekend was, unfortunately, what | do
competing with name pros or one of thesaw him again when he actually signedver almost every Worldcon weekend.
other Guests, and it takes littlethem. They stayed at home.
imagination to guess how that worked | expected more, for some reason. A But this year | didn’'t have to stay at
out. dinner with the committee and otherhome over the Anticipation weekend.

The conclusion is inescapable. Ther&uests, perhaps? Or at least one pankistead, | had an awesome experience
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important again. He had walked orj
the Moon, and he had no morg
goals.

Like Aldrin, | too have walked
on the moon. Now what do | do
with the rest ofmy life that could
possibly equal the experiences o
the @" through 18 of August,
2009?

Perhaps nothing can match th
five days | spent in Montréal this
summer. Perhaps something great
and unguessable lies ahead. B
whatever goals | set for the future
whatever | accomplish, one thing
will never change. The footprint |

left behind on the industrial
that was like no other, that | had nevercarpeting of the Palais de Congres wi
expected, and that I'll never experiencalways be there, and | wouldn’'t havg
the like of again. It's a thought that fills missed my moonwalk for the world.
me with pride... and then I'm brought Finis
down to a terrible realization. Having
lived through an epiphany and arrived
sober on the other side, I'm in very good
company. A LIST OF PEOPLE that | had the
After years of preparation, a spiderypleasure of working with during
claw of tubes and foil reached down toAnticipation that | wish to thank, in no
the surface of the Moon on June 20particular order:
1969. It was a near thing. With only
seconds of fuel left, the Apollo 11 lander Rene Walling, Robbie Bourget,
touched down in a cloud of dust thatEugene Heller, Lea Farr, lan Stockdale
hadn't been disturbed in a hundred Louise Alain, Murray Moore, Paul
million years. Two men emerged and Selkirk, Terry Fing, Farah Mendelsohn,
spent a precious two-and-a-half hours on  John Mansfield, Diane Lacey,
the Moon'’s surface. And then they left —  Laurie Mann, Catherine Crockett,
forever. After returning to Earth, Lloyd & Yvonne Penney, Ponsonby
astronaut Buzz Aldrin had trouble Britt.
adjusting to the fact that he had nothing
more to do with his life that will ever be Doubtless I've missed many people wh
that assisted me or dealt with my
unreasonable demands with grea
forbearance. | never knew the names
every one, and moreover | have a bg
memory for people I meet in moments
of frenetic activity. | often recall the
faces, but placing a name to them
cannot do. Those people also deser
my thanks.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

What If?

(The Hugo Acceptance Speech |
Never Made)

It says here, “Best Fanartist” — a mi-
nor category.

All the same, there’s no such thing
as a “minor” Hugo. It is still the su-
preme recognition fandom can confg
on anyone in the field.

Although I have been nominated
several times, this is tiigst and
only occasion that I've been able to
be present for the award ceremony,
win or lose. So it is special (with a
capital S) that | am actually here to
receive the rocket with my own
hands.

As if the Hugo wasn’t enough, I'm
also a Guest of Honour at a Worldcgn
— the other great honour fandom corn-
fers. If I weren'’t a rather phlegmatic
s.0.b. I'd be dazzled.

For a long time I've thought that,
if 1 did win a Hugo, it would bring
closure to more than 30 years of fa-
nac. But oddly enough, | don't feel
that I'm at theend of anything at all.
Instead, my best work may well be
ahead of me.

If I work at it a little, | may even
be able to break intogxin.

I've been lucky. Every year there
are many richly deserving fans who
might be nominated for the Hugo, bl
never are. I've wondered for years
why some of the most creative, yet
under-appreciated artists in fandom
haven’t been given one of these nifty
paperweights for their own. Among
them | number Marc Schirmeister,
Ken Fletcher, and (perhaps most of
all) Steve Stiles.

I’d happily step aside next year fq
one of these old friends, or for any of
many unrecognized fanartists.

After all...I'm certainly not going
to Australia.

Thank you.

=

—

=
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When Mike Resnick raised questions about A bidder for a future Worldcon says hegenuine problems. They are not the ones
the Worldcon’'s future in an SF Signal recently received a similar warning from anResnick chose to dramatize, and there are
comment chain his approach there was tonnamed past Worldcon guest of honor. (Thagood reasons why worrying about
describe symptoms, assess possible causesuld have to be someone different tharDragon*Con won't contribute to solving
and urge intelligent changes to fix them. YetResnick, who hasn’t been GoH.) them.
in crafting his editorial for Baen'&Jniverse Conrunners would worry about these Where Did the Publishers Go?Resnick
about the same topic Resnick inexplicablywarnings and criticisms anyway, and a fewlists 11 sf publishers that didn't go to this
took a radically different approach. are especially anxious about the unopposegear's Worldcon in Montreal. Since he made
Readers ofUniverse presumably now Chicago in 2012 bid's plan to hold the cona point of this | checked the Dragon*Con
believe that Worldcon’s inept volunteersover Labor Day weekend. That would be thevebsite expecting to find them listed among
cheated posterity out of 120,000-membefirst time a U.S. Worldcon has been heldthe dealers and exhibitors - but they weren't.
Worldcons by scorning gamers, anime anapposite Dragon*Con since 2004. Is the list wrong or did they not go to
comics fans, and have ruined the Worldcon These are hard times for conventions thddragon*Con either?
brand by sending it out of the U.S. too manycater to the written word as Worldcon does. It's well known that the publishing
times. Worldcon now reaps what it has sownWorldcons in the 1990s typically had aroundndustry is ringing from the twin hammer-
Attendance is flat and Resnick says6,500 attendees. Since 2000 only twdlows of a technological revolution and a
publishers are abandoning the shrinkingNorldcons have drawn 6,000 and the othersorld economic crisis.
Worldcon. Writers inevitably will follow rarely topped 4,000. I'd like to stop the The demand for print sf was shaky even
them to Dragon*Con and Comic-Con as hancredible shrinking Worldcon so | agree it isbefore electronic publishing took off. Jerry
has. a good idea to identify and address thdPournelle once could count on libraries for a

Sowing Dragon’s Teeth
by Mike Glyer
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steady 5000 hardcover sales before their
government funding was eviscerated.
Magazines have been in serious decline for
decadesAnaloghad a circulation of 104,000
in 1980, by 2008 it had dropped below
30,000. Written sf can be distributed
electronically in the internet age, yet
electronic magazines fail all the time despite
their reduced costs. BaenWniverse itself
plans to quit publication in 2010.

Publishers are retrenching. Some of the
traditional work of marketing books has been
cut back, phased out, or dropped in the laps
of individual writers.

Even without technological change the
publishing business would be hard pressed
by the present economy. Those same
economic factors are a drag on Worldcons.

The two major economic downturns of
the past decade have directly affected
Worldcon attendance.

The dot-com boom ended in March 2000
and bottomed out in October 2002. The

for writers to come to the Worldcon. Fans
work hard to perpetuate the Worldcon’s
traditional culture of being a place where
they interact with the remarkable men and
women who write the fiction we like, who
see the world a bit differently, anticipating
and sometimes creating its changes. Fans get
to interact with writers at panels, in the bar,
at room parties.

While Worldcon surely needs to rebound
in size, and ideas for attracting fans are
constantly sought, let's not lose that vision.
Worldcon is not a business, it is a
community of fans and creative professionals
with a common interest and it is a shared
trust that is handed on from one organizing
committee to the next.

Dragon*Con is a popular culture event
that simultaneously houses several parallel
conventions for various special interests.
While it is very successful, the Worldcon is
trying to do something different. Let's keep
that sense of community which is the main

economy reached low-ebb in the hard-hitimes the size of most Worldcons. distinction that leads fans this con.
Silicon Valley right as it was slated to host a Why isn't the Worldcon followinghat Special Interests: Shaping Worldcons
Worldcon (ConJose, 2002). trend? around the creativity of writers, editors,

The subprime mortgage crisis began in An Answer Given: The Worldcon’s artists and publishers and doing that as well
2007. Unemployment in the U.S. literally linkage with the market for written sf is theas we know how is our foundation.
doubled from 4.8% in April 2008 to 9.6% by reason for this state of affairs. Whenever that is said in so many words a
August 2009, obviously affecting attendance Last year Book Expo America in LA few people promptly condemn it as a
at the two most recent Worldcons,drew 5,800. In the early 1990s when it waslecision to exclude media, gaming, comics,
Denvention 3 and Anticipation. When fanscalled the ABA event attendance was closeetc. despite the evidence in front of their eyes
are losing their jobs con attendance drops. to 25,000. The Internet and other innovationshat all these thingare included - are in fact

Then, the Toronto Worldcon wasover the last 15 years or so have begun toourted but in a way that harmonizes with
certainly not helped by the outbreak ofeclipse personal meetings and the physicahe focus on written sf.

SARS there in early 2003, which put a denshowing of upcoming books, which is a There’s a world of difference between

in the city’s tourism for the rest of the year.primary purpose of BEA. turning a ballroom over to a special interest
Post-9/11 changes to airport security also BookExpo Canada was cancelledand making that special interest the primary
affected travel decisions. altogether — in the same year that itdocus of Worldcon. Gaming, comics, anime,

A Question Begged:The impact of the corporate owner successfully launched newetc. are involved at Worldcons because these,
economy on Worldcon attendance is backe@€anadian shows for the jewelry andtoo, are interests shared by fans who read

up with anecdotal evidence from fans whopharmaceutical industries! books and stories.

say job loss is why they skipped someEvents built around the written word  Gamers have been included by Worldcons

Worldcons they'd planned to attend. generally are suffering a decline infor as long as | can remember - given space
So why don’'t the two most famousattendance. to meet and play, and more. I've even run a

megacons seem to be suffering? Worldcons follow that trend becauseWorldcon department with Steve Jackson’s
San Diego Comic-Con International haswritten science fiction is the Worldcon’s first help. From Aussiecon 2 (1985) through
drawn more people every year of this decadeyriority, if not our only love. That's not the Noreascon 4 (2004) most Worldcons
growing exponentially from 48,500 in 2000 way to build an empire in 2009. To become grovided dedicated facilities to gamers.
to upwards of 140,000 in 2009. proprietor of a huge sf/fantasy con you musEvery time | walked from my hotel to the
Dragon*Con’s attendance is moredevote your attention to the media that draveonvention center during the 2004 Worldcon
difficult to research because its history pagehe largest audiences — movies, tv andn Boston | passed the open doors of a vast
simply lists “20,000+" for 2000-2005, comics, not books and magazines. ballroom which had been turned over to
increasing to “30,000+" in 2007, the last year Worldcon Identity Community: It gamers and hosted a whole suite of
reported. It suffices that the mostwould be nonsense to suppose writers angburnaments.
conservative number is still enormous. Muchpublishers onljust recentlydiscovered there The idea that fans of these special
larger numbers are thrown around in theare megacons many times the size ointerests turned to other conventions out of
press but denied by Dragon*Con staffWorldcon when that has been true for aesentment is less logical and likely than the
("those numbers just could not happen, as weouple of decades. And they don'tsimple explanation that they heard about
did not order that many badges from thenecessarily have to pick just one: Tor Booksvhat was happening at the megacons and
printing company.”) Conspiracy theoristshas been known to have a major presence afere attracted to their abundance of mass
wink and assume the official number existdboth Comic-Con and Worldcon. But why media sf/fantasy related features.
to keep the fire marshal from shutting downhave writers and others in this business been A Worldcon Too Far? | also want to
the con. Whatever number you believecoming to Worldcon all along? respond to the notion that circulating
Dragon*Con is somewhere between 5-10 Fans’ passion for written sf is the reasoWorldcon out of the U.S. is to blame rather
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than the economy and state of the publishingnjoyed the benefits of being a hybridsomething they're not finding at the cons they
business. writing/media convention for a long time. already attend. Alex Von Thorn points out,
Through 2010, the Worldcon will have  Hold the con every year on the same daté? lot of the large media conventions aren't
been out of the U.S. five times in eight yearsNo. Hold it in the same city every time? No.‘welcoming’ in any meaningful way; having a
Resnick considers that deeply significant. BuHave major media guests from movie, tv,dealer's room and a big room with a stage
two of those five Worldcons took place incomics. Yes, that can be done if they'll comedoesn’t build community or provide attendees
Toronto and Montreal, at distances from Newas GoHs (just their travel expenses paid.) Inith much opportunity to connect to each
York publishers of 491 miles and 331 miles fact, this year's Worldcon picked guests withother.”
respectively. Why would such a trivial that kind of appeal. Neil Gaiman is a major sf It remains a fact that the appeal of events
distance keep anybody away? | doubt that ivriter who also has a great history in comicscelebrating print sf has waned continually.
did. That happened because of the economfyilmmaker Ralph Bakshi originally agreed toWhen the Worldcon is in the U.S., | think the
and retrenchment in the publishing industry. be another of Anticipation’'s guests, butwork of reaching people who are interested in
When you look back at those domestibacked out. Other Worldcons have had Rogesur kind of event would be a lot more
U.S. Worldcons of the 1990s whose robus€Corman, J. Michael Straczynski, Gerryeffective if the cities being selected had a
attendance inspires Resnick's nostalgiaAnderson. Sometimes it can be done. (large fan population that already supports
you'll find they were scheduled arouridur ~ wonder how Roger Ebert stacks up as a mediizeable sf cons (of whatever type). Would it
out-of-country Worldcons (1990, 1994, 1995,guest, someone who can appeal to more thamot have been easier to draw well in Chicago
1999.) one part of the fannish spectrum having oncénstead of Denver? And won’t Reno in 2011
The notion that out-of-country Worldcons published a fanzine.) be forced to swim against the tide, having to
are detrimental to the relative size of U.S | disagree that Worldcon has run off theeducate the public about cons, which they
Worldcons doesn’t hold water. So | expectfans with a variety of interests — since moshave litle money to do well? But what can |
what the people who raise this argument ar#&/orldcon members fall into that category.say, it's that darned democracy thing again.
driving at is they believe the Worldcaught Readers who are also fans of media an@here the Worldcon goes is determined by a
to be growing like Dragon*Con and holdinggaming are around and every Worldcornvote of the fans willing to join the future
so many Worldcons overseas hurts theommittee should be making a concertedVorldcon. People are making these choices
development of Worldcon as a brand — outeffort to take advantage of their talent, frestwith their eyes open.
of-sight, out of mind. insights and energy. They are the best bridge Finally | come back to ask what response
If it is true that being in the same countrybetween the various special interests and thieesnick and the unnamed former Worldcon
every year is important to sustain the desiretVorldcon for the obvious reason that peoplésoH want from these messages (assuming
level of domestic Worldcon attendance -who already like Worldcons have the besthey meant something more than “So long,
which | believe I've just shown it is not — chance of interesting others in attendingand thanks for all the fish.”) If everything we
that's antithetical to what the Worldcon doesthem. The best place to look for Worldconcan reasonably do to enhance and market the
it's never going to be an option. We're notmembers is among convention-attendingVorldcon succeeds, it will still be only a
going to quit circulating it around the world. fans. fraction the size of Dragon*Con. Worrying
Worldcon members themselves vote on And believe it or not, this doesn’t about relative size is pointless.
where future cons are held. The “World” inrepresent a big change from what most Let's concentrate on doing the things this
its name has been kept a reality by voters aVorldcon committees already want to do.  community exists for in the best possible
U.S. Worldcons — from 1995 to the present, The Worldcon may offer these other fansvay, a community of which the writers,
bids from outside North America have been editors, etc. are a big part, and a potent one

chosen 4 times, each of them selected by a
vote held at a Worldcon in the United States.
It's that darned democracy thing.

The choice may go against the usual
wisdom of “branding” but it is true to other
values fans respect.

Nippon 2007, in particular, was the
realization of a long-held dream to use the
Worldcon as a bridge to Japanese-speaking
fans.

Thinking About the Real Problems: The
fragile health of book-oriented events and the
cratering of the economy are the main reasons
for the shrinking Worldcon. On the other
hand, | don't think fans have done everything
possible to overcome them.

There’s a focus on written sf but if that's
all Worldcon was about it would be a lot
smaller. The last Worldcon held befogear
Trek's first episode aired — when the
Worldconwasthe only game in town — drew
a total of 850 people. At the 1972 Worldcon
there were about 80 pros on the program.
Attendance and the number of pros available
to participate in programming is so much
larger now. In other words, the Worldcon has

with a vision of a Worldcon’s future. | think
that statement was clearly made by the people
who turned out to oppose the repeal of
semiprozine Hugo and the others who voted
the Best Fanzine Hugo to a fiction magazine.
| take that as a sign many more pros are
investing their blood, sweat and tears in the
Worldcon than are abandoning it.

Committees need to keep working with all
the individual pros who pay their own way
(virtually all of them) and find out what it
takes for the Worldcon to maintain a good
mix of business and social reasons for them to
attend. Their imaginative help is the con’s
most valuable asset.
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The Fanivore

Robert Lichtman

The star item irFile 770#156 is definitely
Taral's “Flash Memory 1.1,” and not just
because he had nice things to say about my
Trap Door. As you probably know | was

well-received, but after the work of doing
it | realized that one genzine at a time was
enough for me. Also, the mimeo | used
belonged to the church of one of my high-
school friends, and they suddenly with-
drew my access to it. | suspect a crudsheet
might have been noticed with ungodly

content.

One final note: In his letter Chris Gar-
cia writes, “Harry Warner stopped doing
his FAPAzine, the longest running of all
time, shortly before his death.” Actually,
only Harry's death put an end tdori-
zons—the final four-page issue appeared
in the February 2003 FAPA mailing.
Harry died on February 17, 2003, nine
days after that mailing’'s deadline, and
may have just received it prior to his de-
mise.

privy to the earlier versions of this and
made various corrections and suggestions
as Taral revised and polished it. One cor-
rection that doesn’t appear to have made
the transition from me through Taral to you
is that John Bangsund was the editor of
Philosophical Gas not Bruce Gillespie.
Another is that one of the fanzines he lists
of Arnie Katz's is correctlySwoon not
Swan (And for historical accuracy, | note
that it was coedited with Joyce.) Finally in
that paragraph, | notice that Taral must
have really liked Rob Jackson’slaya— L
it's listed twice. Terry Whittier
In his commentary ofirap Door Taral
writes that “Mysteriously, the flow of fan-

zines slowed to a trickle” after 1964. It It's always nice to see that you are giving
wasn't all that mysterious—I| graduated Taral cover space. | get paper and elec-
from UCLA in 1965 and moved to the Bay tronic copies of most of his work anyway,

Area, where between holding a full-time job,i5 the three-ounce mark with 48-page issueut | like it that he is getting fannish expo-
having a live-in girlfriend, and being on thethrough the conversion to half-lettersizeSure-
front lines of “the ‘60s,” fandom and fanzine \\hen | got a new computer in 2000 (except You are still publishing Rotsler illos. Are
publishing took something of a back seaty 13 gnd 14, which returned to 36 pages)t.hey unpublished ones you've had in the
compared to the place it had held when | wagiy goubt you (and/or your readers if youvault? Or are you recycling? Heaven forbid
a student living with my parents (although |t this) are well asleep by now with thisthe alternative -- that you are getting them
was active on the Bay Area fannish SOCiaFascinating minutiae. from beyond the grave.
scene). [[Can't speak for the others, but I've [[After Bill's death, Bill Warren found an
He also writes, “The first couple of issuesjyqq through some of this fascinating minu-€nvelope Rotsler had written my name on
were a little thin... Around the fifth issue, tiae t00. So I'm keeping it in the lettercol.]] which was stuffed with illos.
Trap Doorassumed a heft of 30 to 35 pages. ggmewhat outside the scope of Taral's [[Warren also gave me a share of the
Then the Redd Boggs-Charles Burbee tributﬁ)cus’ but since he mentioned bdki-Phi Unsorted illos. Rotsler drew A LOT you
issue, number 16, ballooned up to 48 pagesgy,q Frap it might be noted that | did one know. | will be able to run Rotsler illos for a
becoming the norm.” Actually, only the first jipqr genzine. In September 1959 | produceng time to come.]]
issue was small—only twenty pages—mny first and only issue d®utworlds a full
because my original concept of the fanzing;s years hefore Bill Bowers began using thaf3regory Benford
was as a small, fairly frequent genzine thafije’hecause he was unaware I'd gotten to it
could be mailed for one stamp. This was;rst |t was a scrappy hybrid employing three
based on Richard Bergerovéiz, which was gitterent means of reproduction: ditto on theGood piece by Taral on the best fmz, and a
ten legalength pages weighing one ouncgyont and rear covers and an article by Leeeal honor to be included wiMoid
Unfortunately,,that. first issue was run off onpottman “ Remember Keasler,” which was ~ So many others, though... Cliff Gould's
Shay Barsabe’s mimeograph—and the differy e time the first thing she'd written for aOblique finstance. Ted White generated so
ence between copy and mimeo paper pushggy, ine other than her own in many a yearmany great fmz, with his acolytes, that he
it an eighth-ounce over. So the next fivemimeqgraph on my editorial, a faan fictiondeserves his own category. | wasaidguy
issues were 32-36 pages, to send for the tWoyory by Bob Leman (reprinted from his at a distance, not meeting any of the other
ounce rate. But as | published them | realized Apszine), Ted Johnstone's long Detentioreditors till | came to California to grad
I'was chafing at the size; | wanted to do Geport, Harry Warner Jr.’s article about theschool and went to my first Worldcon in
larger genzine. The seventh issue—a mem@5 Singleton death hoax, Len Moffatt's 1964. Don't forget brother Jim's role, ei-
rial to Terry Carr—was the largest of the«gqrgotten Fans of the Forties” (about onether...now that Pete Graham and Terry Carr
legalength ones at 52 pages; | backtracked i{@yqe Haggsworth), and Terry Carr's are gone, the Voidboy chorus sings a bit thin.
32 pages for the eighth (the first to be donerifeys Blood” (faan fiction reprinted  Point is, with fandom, you had to be
on computer, and with fonts that were justyqm pis SAPSzine); and handset letterpresthere. Each era spawns its own legends and
too small); and with the ninth issue | went Upxor an article by Bill Danner. The issue wasinjokes. Some survive through superior writ-
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ing. Same with literature itself, even with thefans Hoping for Another Worldcon to Hold du con was now about the doings Nbva
capital L. Again, otherwise BWA HAW HA. Their Expressand Tangent both of which were
[[Thanks Greg. You're right about eacheffort was doubtless inspired by the fact thatprofessionally-printed, high-circulation”
era. So the value of somebody's "best evedne new hotel is finally being built oppositezines like SFR Algol, and SF Chronicleof
list is more in spotlighting some really goodthe new Washington convention center, witheld. (And both of which had run campaigns
zines — and if they happen to be zines we'a second one having been authorized. | sufer themselves, but that was another story.)

read, momentarily reminding us of the pleaspose everyone needs a hobby. [[Ah,the golden days of yesteryear when
ure they gave.]] all we had to worry about was the appear-

Joseph T Major ance of a big fish in the pond and not the
Alexis Gilliland incapability of the pond itself to produce a

Hugo contender.]]

The semipro fiction zine problem used to
have another solution, back when there was a
“Best Prozine” category. Now that the surviv-

The Future of the Best Fanzine HugoAr-
Thank you forFile 770:156 which was, as guably, the Hugo administrators would rule
always, nicely turned out. You have an emdiist C (a group of websites run by profes-, - i
phasis on the semi-prozine Hugo, an interestional publishers) to be Best Related of"d Prozines have print runs and frequency
that | don’t really share, but pubbing your isheven ... ghasp .Semi-ProzinesBut | think approaching that of . o
does entitle you to ride your favorite hobbythat a Best Blog category may finally be inSéMiprozines, perhaps a “Best Fictionzine
horses. Taral’s cover and back cover are wellerder. Which in turn brings us to what hap-Cateégory may be in order, whefmalog can
executed, but too similar (i.e., being the sampens when the blogger has a change of hedfeMPete witiElectric Velocipide
size and totally Taralesque) to each othemnd starts blogging, say, only mosaic photos 1N Fanivore: Brad Foster ,ShOUId“ hav?
Perhaps if you had reduced the back cover tay the time the nominees are out. Or even hax€" the “Player v. Player” strip on “Lost”,
provide wider margins it would have pro-had an attack of Nydahl's Disease and pulled/Nich had them getting to the other side of

vided the contrast | felt was missing. the thing. the island, where they f?unq the Gilligan and
[[That's an interesting idea. | will remem-  WHC: But weren't they pulling away the Skleper, who said, “We've been waiting
ber it]] from other cons because they didn’t want tdOF YOU-

Taral's lists of his ten favorite fanzines wasbe swamped with all these people who were- Sheila Strickland: The WigWam Village
interesting if a bit idiocyncratic, though in his n't into horror the way they were into horror?!n Kentucky isn't a dump, but it is rather low
first list | was bemused to see his assertion ofhe few, the proud, the horrid? on business. Times and ways have changed.
unfamiliarity with several Geis edited fan- Hugo Award Logo: | wonder what the Our parents thought that such a place was
zines, to which | had been a regular contributosing contestants were. If experience is angute. but it lacks a swimming

tor. He definitely should have mentionedguide, some of them must have been grot_)ool,.afree breakfast, Internet access . . .
Bergeron’sWarhoon #28a fanzine in book tesque. . Mike Rogers: If you 'yvant to combine
form consisting of 614 elegantly mimeo- Norton Estate: And | wonder how much ~1he Phil Silvers Show” and furries, just
graphed pages, devoted to the writings ofs left after this prolonged (and expensive)remember“ that the “Top Cat cartoon was
Walt Willis with illustrations by Lee Hoff- legal contest. | was not surprised to learn that@S€d on “The Phil Silvers Show.”

man. Published in 1978, it is a spectaculathe legal action iBleak Housavas based on Martin Morse Wooster: The one time we
example of timebinding, and also includes a real dispute over a will. went to Bloomington for their SF club meet-
lot of really witty writing. All by itselfWar- Why | Favor Dropping the Best Semi- [Ng, there was a trivia contest that turned out
hoon #28deserves a place on one of Taral'prozine Hugo: How soon we forget. After a 0 be @ draw. Grant McCormick (the guy
little lists, meaning no disrespect to the regutong hiatus (and a marriage) | went to my firstVn0 sleeps on our couch) could answer every
lar run ofWarhoonsof course. WorldCon in twenty-one years, LoneStarCor®"® of the print SF questions, but none of the

Other stuff. Lee had a really good time atn San Antonio. The argument Doctor Who questions. The other guy could
the Montreal Worldcon, meeting old friends,
and working at the Raleigh NASFiIC tat
while mediating a family dispute in Florid THE "Noves READING FOR_
the maiden aunt had given her 17-year- 1
niece her credit card to shop for sch dummrest Vo ouTSoLD THe
clothes, with predictable results. By the til ?ODK Y 3T0 1Y
the battery in Lee’s cell phone ran out, | °
body was happy, but at least they were
yelling any more.

Lee was also a den mothr at the Masq
ade, where her knowledge of French cam
handy. Alas that the party hotel should hi
been three long blocks from the convent
center and our own hotel across the st
After walking over and back on the first ex
ning, we subsequently commuted by c
catering to the weakness of the flesh.

Sunday [August] 23 we went up to th
BSFS club house to attend the wake for
Haag. Most of the gossip was trivial, but 1
usual unreliable sources tell me there i
study group, the Baltimore Washington At

Howo 1S 7TV WATCHING
FORTDVMMIES" DoING &
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- Mike Glicksohn

HOW D/ You DEFINE
WEALTH AND INGOME

As always, Mike, File 770 is my best
INCOME IS SNOWFALL. source of news about fandom and my main

AND WSAL—TH IS THE interaction with fanzine fandom nowadays

o GI‘ 4 which is why some subscription-renewal
. C-IEQ ! money will be snail-mailing its way to you
Y g later today.

s s . There's a great deal | could react to in
#156 but those days are long gone. How-
ever, | must point out that while Steve
Green's assertion that his will be/was the

P
__,-.--‘__,E W ESN b first TAFF trip to a Canadian worldcon IS
i == ’l W .~ TRUE, several previous TAFF winners
5 § ‘ ! \‘ e have made it here and met with local fan-
‘ ! \ \/ % dom. One even stayed with me for a few
07-- — N7, days. Unless, of course, Greg Pickersgill is

indeed a figment of my drunken imagina-

answer every one of the Doctor Who questighter and tighter these days, with little of tIKéep up the excellent work!

tions, but none of the print SF questions. Thany value that could be sold. While it would | there's a list of criteria for eligibility fo

list was split that way, fifty-fifty. be a last ditch effort to keep out of the poorrpq Rotsler, I've never seen it but of the ten
Steve Davidson:Yes history is context. house, knowing | do haveomethingn this  \\:nners Taral writes about I'd have no trou-

And all history is rewritten to meet presentplace with a value over two figures would bey,|q agreeing that five of them deserve the

standards. If you noticed, in the movie “Pearhice! honour. The other five I'd be at least a little
Harbor,” nobody smoked cigarettes. Another cool, hugely, insanely in'depthdubioué about. Especially since the one per-

article from Taral. He keeps this kind of 5o 1 think ought to have won the first such
Brad Foster thing up, he will be the go-to guy to settle\yarg has never won the award. | mean Tim

questions of a fanzine nature, since he SeeMrk of course.
to either already know it, or have access to Admittedly | played a part in making

| saw thatFile 770 #156 went up on line a the original source for just about any ofrinys work known to fandom but it was a
few weeks ago, but waited until my hardthese. But then, after seeing his cool photogyy part indeed. | can think of no fan artist
copy arrived this week to actually get into it®f his abode, and the amazing organizatiogy,o was more prolific or more talented or
and enjoy the read. I'm not a total Luddite®f Just about everything he collects, it showsy e generous or did more to raise the stan-
when it comes to ezines, but have yet to gdl€’S 9ot a great mind for this kind of stuff. 45,4 of fanzine artwork than Tim did. His
as comfortable reading a lot of stuff on line,(Oh, and that Steffan logo f&@fat! is still, in  taiyre to win a Rotsler is as great a travesty
over being able to read it in print. Thanks for™Y OPinion, one of the best zine heading$,s outworldsnever being recognized as Best

still doing both! (And | love the bonus we €Ver designed) Fanzine.

get with the print version of your smiling, o . [[Well, the Rotsler Award in concept is

waving visage on your Christian McGuire both a lifetime achievement award and an

return-address sticker!) encouragement to keep doing fanzine art.
[[Diana had those made, and | had a lot When the award started we couldn’t have

of fun with them.]] Just finished 154-6 and are my arms tiredsaid the award was going to encourage Kirk

In the "Medical Updates", you mentionedThe excellence of your fanzine continues tdo keep doing fanzine art because he had
Peggy Ranson having undergone bypasseep my interest fresh. | am particularlystopped many years earlier. Now that he’s
surgery. I'm assuming the lack of any otheimpressed by the Taral's article on the Rotshow a bit of interest again, the judges ought
news means that all goes well, but have beesler winners. | was so impressed that | wanto think about your recommendation.]]
unable to find any other info on line. Canto ask Taral if we can put it up on the Scifi By the way: | agree with those who have
you give us an update next issue on Peg? site under the Rotsler page. noticed that in addition to being a fine artist,

[['ll keep trying. At the last minute be- | am also very impressed by the JameSaral is one hell of a fan writer. (He was a
fore closing this issue | received some info.J]]Bacon Cosplay/dance article and pix. Higruly excellent fanzine publisher as well but |

Regarding Forry's Retro-Hugo going forwriting is improving by leaps and bounds.guess his chance for acknowledgement in
$1,500 as part of a sex of six awards, andlakes me want an event like that here irthat area is long gone.) A nod on both the
your comment that this implies the marketL.A. There may be something but I'm notBest Fan Artist and Best Fan Writer Hugo
value of a Hugo isn't all that much, | would aware of it. That sort of “let's rent a barn andallots would not be amiss. And might even
like to observe: (1) It is worth enough put on a show” attitude is what Chaz is try-be a first. But that would require fanzine fans
that we don't even know what the otheiing to foster among the anime fans. Theo buy memberships and vote and we've long
awards were for, so (2) | would like to as-Forry obituary was very well done, sad that itktnown that doesn't happen.
sume that those other five, unworthy of beingvas finally necessary, but well delivered. Do we really want to leave the fan Hugos
named, would go for only $10 each if offered Oh, it took me a couple of minutes toin the hands of people who haven't a clue
separately, and that it was the Hugo thatonnect the dots between the picture of yowhat fanzines and fanzine fandom are all
pulled in the other $1,450. | particularly, atand then the picture of Chris Garcia wearingbout?
this unfortunate time, would like to think the 6-time loser shirt.
that, since funds around here are getting
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Gary Farber "Particularly worthy of mention was the level because it puts people into the universe,
first installment of Dan’s own illustrated ver- almost at the level of Virtual Reality."
sion of Walt And were not even tallking about

A couple of tiny notes on Taral's fine over-Willis' 'The Enchanted DuplicatorWe had MMORGs (http://mww.mmorpg.com/

view of some of the best fanzines since 197g° Wait untilBoonfarké for it, unfortunately, index.cfm?bhcp=1) This article reads as if the

but it was unquestionably worth a wait. Chapwriter has never encountered computer games
1) It's "Terry Garey," not "Terry Gary." ter Three didn’t appear until issue 8. Disap-or online games. Weird. Also try http://
2)Hyphenhad various co-editors; it wasn't pointingly, no other installments have everwww.|sptx.com/wordpress/?p:;42

solely Walter A. Willis; | don't have a full list been cqmpleted that | knqu about." Sheila Strickland's loc mentions an "Amy

handy, but memory tells me Chuch/Chuck Dan illustrated the edition of TED put outThomason": was that a typo for "Amy Thom-

Harris was first a co-editor, and then |anfor Constellation, the 1983 Worldcon, whichson," or some other person?

McAuley, and later also Madeleine Willis. edition | was initially going to do, and which  [[A typo. | wonder if there’s some magic

Also Vin¢ Clarke early on: as | said, | can't! 9ot started, but petered out on, as what dust | can sprinkle over the finished issues to

break it down at the moment. later learned was major clinical depressiorfix them? Proofreading is not my giftedness. |
"Void — “The Void Boys”, Ted White, had begun manifesting a couple of years eahope you didn't make any — honestly, | have-

Greg Benford, et al" also doesn't mention tha®" o n't deliberately left any in.]]

the first fourteen issues were purely the Ben- On that Star Trek slot machine: "Everyone Chris Garcia says that "Lucas was more of

ford twins, Greg and Jim. Only then was Tec€€MS 10 really like the fact that they can sava bookworm and probably read a lot of those

added, and then more co-editors came along}:'eir game at one casino and pick it up aguys.” o ,
and then more. nother. This is the real technological ad- In one of the many mini-documentaries on

Similarly, Innuendo had Dave Rike as a cyance." one of the DVDs for the Star War prequels
-editor for Some issues. I know diddly about slot machines, so(which | believe first appeared on the official
On the more recent listPlokta —Alison ~Maybe it's some kind of "new advance” forwebsite) was an interview in George's office;
Scott, Steve Davies, & Mike Scott," it's worth S/t machines, but it's ancient history forl naturally used the "zoom" feature to make
pointing people to http://www.plokta.com/ COmputer games. | couldn't begin to list theout what | could of what books one could
plokta/ number of multiplayer games which identify on Lucas' shelves, and noticed at
"The Plokta cabal includes Steven Cain. have functioned this way for -- well, it de- least one Jack Chalker book. | mentioned this
Giulia De Cesare, Sue Mason, F”Ck’,pends on your definitions, but running offin an email to Eva when | noticed this several
Marianne Cain, Jonathan Cain and (formerlyServers that retained your identity and scoregears ago, but don't feel like digging out my
George the cat (RIP)." and where you can pick up again from anyDVDs right now to try to reproduce this proc-
Telos Issues #2 and 3 were also co-editedn@chine that can access the internet, as opss, but anyone else is free to try.
by Gary Farber; issues 3 and | think 4 (I don+Posed to a LAN or WAN, has been common-  Chris also writes "I'm glad to see that Fred
recall) were also co-edited by Fred HaskellPlace, since, er, sometime in the Nineties, @ohl has himself a blog." Really, it's a per-
éeast. Ultima Online in 1997, at least, | guesssonal memoir/journal, in journal/serial for-
H_Earning medals and perks, etc., has a commat, rather than a traditional blog with links

mostly giving credit where due:

(I also contributed a long co-editorial to issu
#2, as well as the piece in #3 that Taral me|

tions.) Patrick and Teresa, to be sure deseryBonplace, again, for many many years, ir{for the most part), but there's plenty of fine

at least 92% of the credit for the issues. overNultiplayer computer games. writing on it (including some by Elizabeth
' "This slot machine takes it up to the cultAnne Hull) that fans shouldn't miss out on.

all.

"Suzanne Tompkins" is aka "Suzle,"
though not "Suzle Tompkins™: one or the
other.

Terry Hughes' Mota was also co-edited ¢
times, including at least once by Bob Shav
and Dan Steffan.

"There was a bit of a rough hewn quality
to Spanish Inquisition The fuzzy twiltone
pages are stapled together a bit higgledy
piggledy.”

Hey, | was at a lot of those collating par:
ties, and it's true that there were no whipping
for imprecise stapling, much though obvi-
ously there should have been.

"Even though Jerry and Suzle were living
in Seattle by this time, Stu continued to give
the zine a distinctive New York flavour."

Now, really, can there be a "New York
flavour," 1 ask you? A Toronto flavour, a
London flavour, a Manchester flavour, a Can
berra flavour, yes, but New York would have
a flavor, unless perhaps the zine were done |
Charles Platt.

"...and of course Jerry Kaufman and Suzl
Tompkins themselves." Whoops, and there
happens; as | said: either "Suzanne Tomj
kins," or "Suzle," but not the two combined.
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Joseph Major writes: "The Fanivore:Wikipedia that theyre a credible source ofTaral includes, but if | were starting such a
Chris Garcia: You should have been at thaauthority for who should be mentioned onlist from scratch, one fanzine I'd include
panel where Jack Chalker was talking aboutVikipedia, unless most Trufen members plaralmost immediately would be Idea, from
the nightmarish Hugo Banquet (they hado start working on Wikipedia and earningGerri Sullivan. She included some very good
banquets in those days) that ran well credibility there for themselves. (This is notmaterial by various Minneapolis writers and
past midnight. In an un-airconditioned ban-any value judgment by me; it's an observaartists, and wrote excellent material herself.
quet room. Surrounded by rioters." tion on how Wikipedia works, which is not Chunga from Andy Hooper, Randy Byers,

Major is clearly referring to the famously by accepting recommendations by outsidend carl juarez also would make my top ten
long Phil Farmer GOH speech at Baycon irgroups, especially self-defined ones.) or fifteen. But | may be prejudiced in their
1968 about "REAP." Farmer talks, among Gee, you have a loc by Tim Marion whereavor because they're all Seattle boys.
many other things, about that speech in thighe last section starts off "And the rest of this

interview: http://lwww.pjfarmer.com/ is not to be printed,” and then you print it. 'Lond Penney
interv.htm kinda wonder how Tim feels about that.
Among other things, Farmer says: [[Aaaagh!]]

“On the subject of the REAP speech, we
understand that Randall Garrett, unan- Jerry Kaufman
nounced, got on the stage and did some sort

of song thgt lasted for an hour. We were [Judging from my experience in Denver,
wondering if that was really true. Taral got my attention by includinghe | didn’t feel sure | would be physically equal

He might have gotten up there and sangganjsh |nquisitiorand Mainstreaminto his  to a Montreal trip plus several days of hoof-
| don't remember. It wasn' too long. ACtU-iqy ten favorites of the past thirty someing around the con. I'm working back up to
ally, Silverberg and Ellison, | love these two(}/ears. It was a nice burst of egoboo. it]]
guys, but they got up there and fucked |y gorry | irritated him by leaving off any ~ Great Taral art as always...as the Fan-
around for a long, long time. However, partyaies in the first two issues ®paning They ~ GoH, Taral's artwork was everywhere at
of that was my fault, because it wasn't until lyere the first two fanzines | ever producedAnticipation, and we had a lot of Files in the
gave that speech that | realized that all thesg,q | \yas thinking only of the same numbefanzine lounge. | brought them home with
people had eaten, and the room was Veryt negnle who would see it, and not of posme, and will be sending them out to people
warm. If I'd had the experience then that I'dgrity | produced them for a brand-new apavho want them in exchange for a donation to
had later, | would have ripped the speechye\oted to movies, called the Cinema Amathe fan funds.
apart and just given part of it or maybe triedg ;r press Association (capitalization sic), Part of the great time in Montréal was
to switch over to something else very shortgys cAPRA. The outside circulation wasmeeting the fan fund winners. Hugs to DUFF
because they were sitting there (heads lollingyinjgcyle. winner Emma Hawkes and to DUFF candi-
to the side). | didn't blame them, it was just ~ gyzle became the coeditor and coputdate Alison Barton, who was also at the
too much. L lisher with the third, and this was the firstWorldcon. CUFF winner LeAmber Kensley

Martin Morse Wooster writes: "We needisge to get widespread circulation outsidavas there, as was TAFF winner Steve Green,
some discussions, perhaps on the Trufen lissAprA. (And | soon started an apazinewho we transported from Montréal to To-
where gardening has become k!ng," aboWpecifically for that apa.) ronto on the first leg of travel on his TAFF-
which of us deserve Wikipedia entries. The final two issues dflainstreamwere-  ish conquest of the continent.

To which | have to say, good luck to theny offset, but photocopied. Mimeography Once again, far too many obits to list.
Trufen list in convincing the mass mind of b5y pecome too difficult, and we couldntMore and more, they are familiar names,

I was a little surprised that you weren't at the
Montréal Worldcon last month. It was a great
time. Anyway, some comments arise...

seem to get de-
cently cut pages
from our electros-
tenciler. The Rex
Rotary mimeo and
estenciler sat in our
basement for an-
other decade, until
a few weeks ago,
when Chris
Wrdnrd came and
happily took them
away.

The list of con-
tributors impresses
me now - | have
forgotten that we
published so many
of them. I'd like to
correct one name
to Terry Garey,
and not "Gary" as
Taral has it.

I've enjoyed all
the other zines

which makes me feel a little old. | know of
Gary Bateman, but did not know him person-
ally. I'm sure | walked past him at numerous
local conventions.

A shame the Ackerman collection had to
be broken up like that. Why couldn’t it have
been purchased outright, and made into a
public museum? A collection like that, we'll
never see its like again. | am convinced that
the age of the collector is coming to an end,
so | must wonder if these ancient movie
props will be kept in good repair, or if they
will rot to dust.

[[Good question. Considering what's
happened to the economy generally and the
financial struggles of the state of California,
| don't know if you could have counted on a
publically funded museum to give things in
that collection the needed care.]]

If there ever was a decision made about
the ten best fanzines of all time, of course,
someone with a sizable and comprehensive
collection of zines would be the one to make
that decision. However, it would be best that
that decision be announced with .pdfs of the
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fanzines announced. I'd love to see these o
zines, and we are always told that we shoul
read them, but if all extant copies are tucke
away in private collections, the chance o
ever reading those zines we should read a
pretty slim.  am glad | bought a copy\®far-
hoon 23, but few others from that era are
available.

In some ways, | am not surprised that
hotel will not tolerate room parties. This pas
July, Polaris, the big fan-run media SF con
vention in Toronto, was the site of only one
private room party, to promote Astronomicon
2009 in Rochester this coming November
Many of the party signs were taken down
and one convention security found out abou
it, they knocked on the door, saying there wa
a noise complaint. (We were behind close:
doors, talking and having the odd laugh.
Fifteen minutes later, hotel security shut th
party down. | guess only convention-
sanctioned fun was tolerated. suddenly coming up quick and snapping uprhanks to the Lonely Planet guidebook, |

I hope you had correspondents taking lotslugo nominations, but he’s got a lot of goodfound out that Clifton’s Cafeteria still existed
of photographs of the Montréal Worldcon. Ifriends in the BArea and on his distributionand resolved to have a meal there. | found
wish I'd been able to get to Denver, but Mon4ist who like his stuff. It's tough to be cranky that while the third floor (which is where
tréal was terrific. Any Worldcon we can drive with that, but we do try hard. LASFS met in the 1930s, right?) was closed,
to is a good one, to start, as arrival and depar- Dale Speirs’ loc...| am very interested tothe rest of the building was a splendid tacky
ture are up to you, not an airline or railway orsee what Canadian fans are doing elsewhergme capsule, a place where it was always
busline. We stayed at the Embassy Suite§hat's one reason | wanted the clubzines i1948. The décor was sort of a Northwoods
right beside the Palais de Congres, and ndflontréal, Ottawa and Vancouver. The probLodge motif, and the waterfall--which | dimly
only did they offer rooms with a kitchenette,lem is that | have little disposable income,recall the teenage LASFSians, glutted with
but they also offered a complimentary breakespecially these days in my continuing underice cream, found entrancing—is still there.
fast each morning. To sum it up...the fanzineemployment, and as much as I'd like to goThe food was still good home cooking, and |
lounge was smaller than promised or imagand see these folks on a regular basis, | sinthoroughly enjoyed my visit—at least until |
ined, but we made it work fine. Funds wereply can’'t do it. A loc to the clubzines keepsdiscovered that the bathroom had no toilet

G'BITUARIES,
MGVIE REVIievWs,
AND EGNom CS ¥
ABLPY BEAPRS
ARoU T ECONoMICs |

raised for TAFF, DUFF, CUFF and Corflu me in touch. paper.
50, and we sold about C$200 of fanzines. Nearly at the end of the second page, so | think | must have been the first fan in
At a couple of times, there were 12 to 15vind it up | will. 1 am nursing a sunburn Clifton’s in decades. Why haven’t the faanish

people in this little 200 sq. ft. area, chattingcause by being outside and watching the Cdans visited it? Where are the articles by An-
reading, checking e-mail, snoozing on thenadian National Exhibition’s Dannual Ca- drew Hooper and Randy Byers explaining
sofa, or cranking out zine pages on Colimadian Air Show. Because of that 60 numberhow this place, blessed by Ghu, FooFaag
Hinz' Gestetner. A great room. not only were the Snowbirds stars of theRoscoe, be made a National Faanish Land-
| finally got to my first faneds’ feast, at theshow, but the Blue Angels were there, toomark? | did read, thanks to the Intertubes, a
Forguet Fourchette restaurant in the converand aerial acrobatic groups like these two areos AngelesTimesstory that noted that Ray
tion centre itself, we attended the Aurorararely together for any event. Now thatBradbury had his 89birthday in Clifton’s.
Awards banquet, a fine time indeed (I was aVorldcon is past, we will be working on Good for him!
nominee for an Aurora, but did not win), andAstronomicon in Rochester this coming No- | see that in Montreal (and where were
we awarded the Best Fan Writer Hugo tovember, and that may be it for this year. Weyou, by the way?) that the semiprozine was
Cheryl Morgan during the Hugo ceremony.could use the break. Take care, many thankseserved. This seems to me to be the right
This meant that we were also attending théor another great issue, and see you with theall. Why can't the semiprozine be the Hugo

pre- and post-Hugo celebrations, and again, rext one. award for the small press? | subscribe to
fine time. | found out that | was a single Weird Talesand, quite frankly, the fiction is
nomination away from being on the ballot forpartin Morse Wooster not to my taste. BuiVeird Tales win shows
that Hugo myself. So many old friends, a few that the magazine does have a constituency,
new ones, lots of hugs and smiles...Any non and there ought to be a place in the Hugo

American Worldcon is going to suffer in the Many thanks forFile 770 | didn’t mean any Ceremony for zines that help young, strug-
art show and dealers’ room departments, blﬁmbiguity in my description of the Boucher-9ling, or esoteric writers get on their feet and
as far as organization goes, this conventiop,'s” Batman panel comparing Batman tglet some recognition. The Semiprozine Hugo
did very well. We couldn’t see the seams, buMonk. It's very clear that they meant Monk is far more valid than, say, the Best Long
then, we weren't really looking for them. All {14 television character and not Monk thd orm Editor Hugo, (How many Hugo voters
around, a good time and a fine convention. . Savage sidekick. In fact, | would be veryknOW the difference between good book edit-
Chris Garcia showed off your old Six'surprised if the panelists knew anything abouing and bad editing, or know how much edit-
Time Hugo Loser t-shirt at Worldcon, andpq. Savage! ing the Long Form nominees actually perform
now it fits him, in more ways than one. Us |\ ant across country last month on a lon§" books?)
cranky types might snark at this Garcia kidygip, trip and had eight hours in Los Angeles. If you want to make a change, how about
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I have a collection (book) of Campbell's
editorials.) Thanks to Dr. Rengstorff for her

MY TEAM NEE bg | AMYER MoST comments on early SF stories and writers.
1 LOYAL SUPFPORTER
You, Duie ! TE&A:.M JESTY ! Marie Rengstorff

I have now sent two packets of anthologies
to Terry. | still do not know if he can read
them. However, | hear from his daughter that
he loves them. Perhaps he is only enjoying
the art. What the heck. He is an artist. The
old line drawings had to be good. There was
no xerox to help fix the art for size or to
remove an error, etc.

Letterhacks’ Addresses

Gregory Benford, E-mail:
XBenford@aol.com

Sheryl Birkhead, 25508 Jonnie Court,
Gaithersburg, MD 20882

Gary Farber, E-mail:
gary_farber@yahoo.com

; ; ; ; : Brad Foster, E-mail: bwfoster@juno.com
in mind, Electric Velocipedes a perfectly Lovely cover, though I'm not sure what hap-ajeyis Gilliand. 4030 & St SOC(l?tjh

reasonable zine—a AA version B& SF—  yaned here. Nice back cover too, though Arlington, VA 22204
but it's not a semiprozine. again I'm wondering what's happening. She'jike Glicksohn. E-mail:

[['m waiting for Australia’s Hugo ballot  ormeq but then | saw that her arms might be mglick@inte,rlog com
to tell me whether we have the luxury Ofjeq pehind her... (I want to know what hap-3erry Kauf E-mail-
worrying about loopholes anymore. Will all yoneq er\rJ)'/AKanma”@ mla'-
the nominees for Best Fanzines be blogs or thanks for all the news. It'l be interestindgopert aL?cm%r:an aflg??;nBroadwa Terrace
websites?]] to see what happens with the Hugo fanzine oy yjand. CA 94611-1948 y ’

. category (ies). Pitting print zines against e- i ;

Sheryl Birkhead zines doesn't seem fair or practical. ThanijOsfopl:]i;iweajir{(i%oz%iggitg.@{ﬁ;ﬁ'
you for the background. Whatever the deci- jtmajor@i’glou.com ' '
sion--and | suspect the decisions have beeRy istian McGuire, E-mail:
Thank you for the news bit about Peggymade and I'm out of the loop--I'd like to see cbhotelandinfo@gmail.com
Ranson. | had mailed her something aboutnore variety in the winners. Lloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd. Etobicoke
six weeks ago but it bounced — saying mail- | enjoyed all the illos and photos; I'm glad ‘5N mocC 2,82 '
box full. | figured she was on vacation orl got to see "The Condiments They Keep.'\1orie Rengstorff, E-malil:
something else... Just as | was going to staAnd Sierra’s picture. She's growing up! | marieortoy2001@hotmail.com
queriesFile 770arrived and | knew what had love learning background info, so | enjoyedJOy V. Smith, E-mail: Pagadan@aol.com
happened. | called her that evening just to b&/hence Wombat, though | hoped for a pic-Henry L. Welch, E-mail:
sure things were okay — or at least as okature of a wombat. As | recall, theyre cute knarley@welchcastle.com

closing the loophole that alloweHlectric years to come.
Velocipedeto get a fanzine win? My under-

standing is thatElectric Velocipedeis a  Joy V. Smith
“fanzine” because it had a paid circulation of

200, even though contributors are paid. Bear

as they could be under the circumstances -ittle critters. . _ Terry Whittier, E-mail:
yes. Taral Wayne's article on early fanzines tpuffies@hotmail.com

was most impressive! I'm glad the cover§artin Morse Wooster. P.O. Box 8093
Henry Welch were included. This would make a useful g er Spring, Maryland 20907

chapbook or a chapter in a fanzine history.
We need such a round-up for reference.

I enjoyed the interesting commentary on the And | appreciated the con reports, the
fanzine/online Hugo issue. | suspect that ng'ticle on the Star Trek slot machine (more
classification is ideal and that it may take g1Story), the news about Len Wein's comic
while to iron this out in practice. If those POOK collection effort; and | hopeeviathan
people who were truly interested could be?® Was recorded. Re: con reports, | was glad
determined (the Hugo voting electorate idC "ead Joe Haldeman's quote about his war
rather fluid) | could propose a multi-step idea€XPeriences. And | think John Hertz did a
and information gathering process that migh@réat job on the Rotsler Award exhibition;
actually come up with decent line betweer]tS important to remember the accomplish-
the various categories. This, alas, is not podlents of the past.

sible - so we'll get what we get and it hope- And more info in Fanivore re: the Camp-
fully won't need too much tweaking in the bell letters, do write about them again, Mike.
I'm not aware of the "arrogant insults." (Btw,
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Bill Warren’s Updated Skies
Bill Warren'sKeep Watching The Skies: The
21% Century Edition a detailed study of
hundreds of science fiction movies released
from 1950 through 1962, can be ordered
from Macfarland now.

Bill devoted five years to this update
(Keep Watching the Skidsst appeared in
two volumes about 20 years ago), drawing
on remarks by the filmmakers that have
emerged in the quarter century since the
original edition. He gives a detailed plot
synopsis of each film, lists cast and credits,
and summarizes its critical reception. The
best part is his discussion of the movies,
studded with anecdotes about the people
who made them. Now it's in one volume
that Bill says seems “as thick as a Manhattan
phone book.”

Another attraction is a foreword by How-
ard Waldrop.

And Kerry Gammill has done a beautiful

suit.

The 40th anniversary weekend will in-
clude panel discussions, screenings of the
Apollo 13 movie and other documentaries, a
gala dinner, a chance for photos with the
Apollo 13 Command Module, and autograph
opportunities.

Hand-to-Hand Selling
Francis Hamit, in “Street Level Views of
Book Marketing” at SelfPublishingRe-
view.com, uses stories from his lat8stenan-
doah Spybook tour to teach that if you want
to get paid to write, then you have to get out
there and sell:

“l engage most of [the customers at my
book signings] with a friendly greeting and a
pitch line. This is something | learned in
1988, the year | was a Factory Representative
for the Hoover Company, working in depart-
ment stores. Most people did not come in to
buy a vacuum cleaner, and most are not at a

igning specifically to buy your book, no

cover - exactly what Bill was looking for, he green room Thomas Steinbeck told a sto ur
only better. Bill says: that brought tears to my eyes. For Hallowee atter how much advance publicity you have

“Isn't it great? Kerry Gammill is a comic g tather would reaGomething Wicked This done. Most have never heard of you or your
book artist, living in Texas. He lived out hereWay Comeso him and his brother John, Jr. book. You have to introduce yourself, and
for a while when he worked for a makeuprthink about that, John Steinbeck reading £ven if you don't close right then, have a
effects company, and we often hadstory by Ray Bradbury to his boys. How coolPookmark or other sales tool to hand them.
lunch. Originally, McFarland was going 10 jg that? It's not the books you sell that day but the
use, yet again, a shot froffme Day the Earth number you sell afterward that really counts
Stood Stillfor the cover (Klaatu and the robot Apollo 13 Anniversary and keeps your book on the shelves.”

on the front porch of the flying saucer—which ] el
Eans will make a pilgrimage to the Kansas

was already the cover for the paperback of th ! i i
original KV&/TS. | told KerryFI) vF\)/anted the Cosmosphere and Space Center in 2010 t(POhl S ngh School Graduation

._mark the 40th anniversary of the Apollo 13Fr€d Pohl left high school at the age of 17
cover to resemble a poster from those mowe%ission. Roger Tener andyreader poni- without graduating. That didn't noticeably

—most of which were done by one guy, Rey- - . i i iti
o Browm bt o demurreg o firsgt ysayin)édes of the Dawn Patrdiave circled the April handicap his writing career. Just the same, he

that he didn't do oil paintings like Brown 16-17 weekend on their calendars when As@S VST touphed whe’n one O-f his re;acjers
did. | said that Wanteda comie book look tronauts Jim Lovell and Fred Haise, FIightfrom his old high school’s alumni association

because comic books also underwent a biRirector Gene Kranz and other Mission Con_relcently offered to present him with a di-
change in the 1950s (and were very importarff©! @1d NASA personnel are expected to joirPioma.
the celebration.

to me). | said maybe show the Robot Mon As Fred said on his blog: “I was flabber-
: . ; asted. It was one of the kindest things that
ster (the gorilla in a diving helmet) wrestling e Cosmosphere did the Apollo 13 comd g

with the Man from Planet X, giant sized mand module restoration and keeps it oY total stranger had, without warning, ever

- - " display along with Jim Lovell's flown space- StePped up and done for me. | showed the
peoP'Z Nflleelng ddm theth fore- Pay g P letter to Betty Anne and she was as
ground. Maybe add some other icons touched as | was.”

of the 50s in that kind of cornucopia In an interview published in the New

effect that Jack Davis and Frazetta York TimesFred explained why he did-
sometimes used in their movie poster 't finish high school:

work. “Mr. Pohl tested easily into Brooklyn
| was gob-smacked by what Tech back when it was new. Then, some-
Kerry turned in. Talk about taking a time around his junior year, he hit a wall.
flimsy idea and running with it — he ‘I largely stopped paying attention,’ Mr.
galloped off for a full touchdown. Pohl recalled by phone from his home
) outside Chicago. He failed two drawing
Bradbury At Big Read classes, one of them twice, and a math
By John King Tarpinian: Santa class. His father and mother were divorc-
Barbara hosted the National Endow- ing at the time, which he thinks probably
ments for the Arts Big Read program explains his troubles at school. ‘I can
during Banned Books Week. Ray scarcely believe | was so dumb as that,’
Bradbury'sFahrenheit 451was their Mr. Pohl said.
book of choice. Ray was introduced Incidentally, Fred never attended

by Thomas Steinbeck, son of John, t college either.

the capacity crowd. While we were | &ay Bradbury and Thomas Steinbeck at the

'Santa Barbara Library Big Read program.







