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Editorial Notes by Mike Glyer

Wake-Up Time! When the aged. However, two men standing near-by were killed. &g r
last issue came out | was a of the night was marked with scattered artillery fire vatdéd no
new father the last time so damage.
many months had passed be- Heinlein not only said no to the invitation, he took thpastunity
tween issues dfile 770 to tee off on fandom for a perceived failure to join ttee effort.

The recent hiatus wasn’t One of his milder statements was, “I know that yousatemn in
caused by anything as noble. your intention to see to it that Alden’s sacrifice doesbemome mean-

've been in a Hugo- ingless. | am unable to believe that fan activity and fan patigits
induced funk. can have anything to do with such intent. | have read the farcgubli

The person who wrote,tions you have sent me and, with rare exceptions, | find fygetly
““Y’know, they're only disgusted with the way the active fans have met thedfridlis war.”
awards; they're not why we do  Of course, it should not be surprising that in 1945 Heimeuld
any of this fan activity” is feel that way toward any able-bodied person who was not isetivece
absolutely right. So, I'm not or doing war work. Therefore, the most remarkable ttabgut this
going to try to justify how letter actually is the warmth Heinlein expresses to Aok
deflated | felt after the way in closing (after attempting to persuade him to requestamsfer to
things have played out in theserve in Europe): “We are very fond of you, Forry. Youafme and
Best Fanzine category over thegentle soul. This is a very difficult letter to writé] idid not think you
past two years. I'm just going to acknowledge the factraade on to were worth it, | would not make the effort.”
a more interesting topic... | was really surprised by this. Until now, all therits | have ever

How Did | Not Know This? Letters of Noteposted Robert heard were about the friction between them, such as Heinfamtus
Heinlein’s letter to Forrest J Ackerman offering condoks on the letter telling Ackerman to “Keep your hands off my propestyitten
death of his brother, Alden, at the Battle of the BulgeNew Year's after Forry sold Heinlein's 1941 Denvention GoH speectedexin
Day 1945. 1973.

Forry had a brother who died in the war? John Kingrarpinian also tells me, “Ray [Bradbury] was 4F because

It's hardly shocking that another fan would be ignoraatfolend’s of his terrible eyesight. Ray tells the story thatritgh was mad that
mundane relatives who passed away decades before the twarof Rey did not try harder to get enlisted. So to placate Raly,did vol-
met. But what if that fan has written dozens of news st@i®mut the unteer work for the Red Cross.”
friend? What if that fan not long ago spent hours researcliiag _t
friend’s obituary? What if that fan is me (coff coff) ahe tinformation
is on a page | consulted in Harry Warner JaIOur Yesterday? 2011 Duff Delegates Announced

His only brother, 'Alden Lorraine, was killed in thettaof the payiq cake and Paula McGrath are the 2011 Down Under Fan Fund
Bulge on New Year's Day, 1945. Ackerman published a memotiglyinees reports John Hertz, North American fund administhdenr
booklet in which he spoke with a simple eloquence, like a nevaly jng will be open through May 31. The chosen delegate wilhdtteis
tured person. . , year's Worldcon, Renovation, August 17-21.

Forry evidently haq a.sk’ed Heinlein to contribute tokibeklet and Dave Cake was nominated by Randy Byers, Colin Hiag, An
the letter conveys Heinlein's answer. Barber, Damien Warman and Grant Watson. Paula McGratimeovais

Alden Lorraine Ackerman digd at the age of 21 whi.le. qgr'wi D nated by Sue & Steve Francis, Melissa Morman, Perry Middi
Company of the 43 Tank Battalion of the fLArmored Division. It's Rose Mitchell and Julian Warner.

entirely possible that his death is the subject of thig/amtrthe unit's Anyone active in fandom by January 1, 2011 may vote. Ballo
webpage describing the events of January 1 (the only deathifiesbety s pe received by May 31, accompanied by a donation of abas
that day) while the battalion was fighting its way tas&gne to relieve Australian, Canadian, United States, or $6 New Zeal®ayment

the 101st Airborne: instructions are given in the ballot, which is availabl&it770.com.

Between 1930 and 2000, one enemy airplane bombed Rechrii8ly ment and voting may be done via PayPal or by snail mail.
three times scoring a near miss on one tank which was not dam-

L
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Overton Helps Save

Arlington Planetarium
When, due to budget cuts, the David M.
Brown Planetarium in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, faced closure after 40 years of service,
the community rallied to raise the $400,000
needed to keep it open.

Kathi Overton contributed by producing a
video “Saving Arlington’s Planetarium: Our
Story” in support of the campaign. You can
find it on theSave the Arlington Planetarium
website.

Overton explained, “I'm not particularly
wealthy, so | can’t donate a lot of money, but
| thought — hey, | can make a video about it!
So | cobbled together a short video to raise
awareness about the issue and some peop
who are trying to fix it. Just say yes to science
education!”

On February 25, the ArlingtorSun-
Gazettereported Superintendant Patrick Mur-
phy has abandoned plans to shutter the Plane
tarium and includes funding in his fiscal 2012
budget proposal to aid refurbishment of the
45-year-old facility. The Save the Arlington
Planetarium group expects to finish raising
$400,000 by summer — part of an agreemen
with the school system to keep the planetar-
ium alive. The group has already raised
nearly $290,000. “Fund-raising has been
extremely successful,” Murphy told School
Board members. “We’ll be able to move for-
ward here with a renovation.”

Shaun Tan Wins Oscar News of Fandom

Shaun Tan, AussieCon Four Artist GoH

won the Oscar in the Best Short Filmyy give him the accommodations his healthwho knows? The website where it's posted
(Animation) category forThe Lost Thing jsgyes require.” lists only the month and year, not the issue
based on his book. He shares the award with g jn September 2007 the Georgia Counumber.
co-director Andrew Ruhemann. of Appeals placed most of the blame on the
_Tan is the first former Worldcon GoH 10 yefendant. “The record strongly indicates that2010 Endeavour Award Winner
Win an Oscar in competition. (Roger Cormanyamer either sought or knowingly acqui- Ajaska writer David Marusek has won the
Who.was awarded an Oscar statuette in 2009504 in the great majority of the delay andg10 Endeavour Award with his novelind
received an Academy Honorary Award.) did not want a speedy trial.” Over Ship published by Tor Books. The
Tan and a small team worked on the adap- The county District Attorney has an- award is accompanied by an honorarium of
tation from 2002 to 2010, using CGI with 2D o ynced he will fight the motion to dismiss. $1,000 and an engraved glass plaque. The
handpainted elements. The three alleged victims now are ally,ard was announced at OryCon '
adults; two of them are serving in the Army. '

Kramer Seeks Dismissal

Ten years after being charged with child mo-  Byllsheet Scores a Centur
lestation Dragon*Con founder Ed Kramer has Y, Four fans have answered the bell for the 2011

yet to stand trial. Continuances have been Changes Editors Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund race, the largest
repeatedly granted due to Kramer's health. No sooner didAustralian SF Bullsheet'sdi- field of candidates in a westbound race since
The case took a new turn on September 0rS Edwina Harvey and Ted Scribner publisH993:

2010 when Kramer's attorneys filed a motiontheir hundredith issue than they put the zine Up G rapam Charnock, nominated by
to dismiss the indictment against him. for adoption. Harry Bell, Sandra Bond, Rich Coad,

Kramer, 49, contends he wants to clear his Harvey and Scribner started editing the  \uo'Meara and Robert Lichtman:
name but illnesses — listed by his attorne .uIIsheetwhen founder Marc Ortlieb ended

Ed Marger as emphysema, narcolepsy and '§S 7-Year tenure as editor in 2002. At thaf ~ John Coxon nominated by James Ba-
degenerative spine " have made it difficuitime they reset the numbering, their firstissue ~ con, Claire Brialey, Chris Garcia, Dave

Four For TAFF

for him to participate in his own defense. being #1. Langford, and Steve Stiles;
“Since the beginning he’s indicated he_ Now Wendy Palmer has stepped up asthe  [jam Proven, nominated by Bridget
wants to go to trial,” [Kramer's attorney] told Bullsheet'snew editor and has already pro-  Bradshaw, Lillian Edwards, Nic Farey,

the Atlanta Journal-Constitution, ‘if the judge duced her first issue. What number was it? | |oyd Penney, and James Shields; and
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unable to write or type, but if fans would
drop him a line occasionally and faneds

would send him paper copies of their fan-
M%m zines (even tho' they won't get a reply) it

e Paul Treadway, nominated by Vincent
Docherty, Fran Dowd, Mike Glyer, Tim
lllingworth, and Maureen Kincaid

Speller.
The winner will attend the Worldcon in will certainly help Terry who did so much
Reno next August. o for fandom over six decades.”
Voting is open until April 26, 2011. 8 . Lesllg Turek says, “I love my new place.
o Lincoln is not far from Boston - it's just out-
; ; side the 128 ring highway and only about 30
Alvson Abraﬁlgvﬁgnkgvtmhser seat on the f:l} minutes from the NESFA clubhouse. But it
ngocratic Part Countp Central Committee ‘g has a rural small town flavor, with lots of
Yy Yy walking trails and conservation land, and a
for Santa Clara County (CA) State Assembly
nearby farm where | can buy locally grown

District 22 in a race decided during the Cali-
fornia primary on June 8, 2010. Nine candi-
dates wanted the six available committee
posts. Alyson collected the second-highest
vote total in the race.

Alyson, known within fandom as a con-
runner, also applies these skills as an active
member of the Democratic Party.

vegetables, eggs, and meat. My townhouse
condo is nestled in the trees, and a pond with
canoe access is a 5-minute hike through the
woods. | am told | can walk all the way to

Walden Pond having to cross only one major
road -- I'm waiting until the heat wave passes
before I try that one out. And in the winter

She enjoyed the best of both in 2004 as !I” be able to enjoy the snow .\NlthOUt“WOI’I’y-
ing about shoveling out my driveway.

the National Chairperson for “High Stakes, Fred Pattenreports the doctors are mov-

ﬁeﬁfergygzo?‘v(\)’?:ﬁ rggglra';gg;\rl]egtcghnafte::eor?(; Changes of Address ing him to a new hospital, so fanzines will be
call with Joss Whedon P fohn Boardman, E-mail: Board- received at his sist.er’s address.

California’s Democr.atic Party is governed mans42@gmail.com John and Pgrdlta Boardmanhavg been
by the Democratic State Central CornmitteeTerry Jeeves, Broomgrove Nursing Home, moved to.a re;tlrement .communlty.ln Mary-
(DSCC). Members serve two-year terms. She 30 Broomgrove Road, Sheffield S10  land. Their children Karina and Deirdre sent
was pre.viously elected to the DSCC in '200 2LR, Great Britain out an explanapon: “Qur fat.her has finally
from the 24th Assembly District and in 20quzred Patten, c/o Sherrill Patten, 11113 Moor{ggllzed that ne!ther his mulltlple health con-
from the 22nd District. She ran and lost in park Street, Apt. 105, North Hollywood, ditions nor Pgrdlta‘s dementla can be ignored
2006 ’ ICA 91?(02 A | | gny. (rjn(zjre. With phrofes_smnal adylce, we have

: eslie Turek, 113 Chestnut Circle, Lincoln ecided to put them into a retirement com-
rati?r;\(lea;\:)isalac(g)il\?gritiintoptlgSgi(()jotdcf) Eg?&? é_ MA 01773 munity that \(vould pffer indepenc_lent living
(And she was an alternélte delegate to tHlé|enry & Letha Welch, 15290 Upper Ellen accommodatloqs with home.serwces. for my
2000 convention.) Rd.; Los Gatos, CA 95033 father, and assisted dementia care I|v_|rjg for

Today she’s .a member of the Finance Dave Rowe suppliedlerry Jeeves' new my mother.... They are at the same facility on
Committee of the California Democratic address, saying “Unfortunately, Terry's con-thq same campus, and John will be free to
Party dition has regressed to the point where he igisit Perdita any time he wants.....”

y @brad w .

Fans Confront Natural Disasters

Fans have ridden out earthquakes, storms and floods in three diffemds of the world since the last issue of File 770.

Japanese Fans Survive Quake sland on the northeast coast of Australia came through atopic
Immediately after a massive quake hit Japan on Marchaad f Cyclone Yasi unscathed. .
tried to contact their friends in that country to ledrthey came ' Ne storm left a trail of devastation and damagevetiere after
through all right. It has not been easy as limited infoignahas striking the coast on February 2, 2011 with winds strorigan
been received so far. unleashed by Hurricane Katrina on New Orleans. Authoritébs 4
Miho Hiramoto, Takumi and Sachiko Shibano's daught, the force of the storm was the greatest in Austratis®ry.
Craig Miller that both she and her mother (and their horwesg .
fine. Andrew Adams and his wife Tomoko, reached by Martin Nashville Fans Spared Flood Damage
Easterbrook, were also okay. Nippon 2007 chair Hiroaki Inoue ahdcal flooding forced Nashville fans Tom and Anita Felter
his wife Tamie Inoue, and Nippon in 2017 bidders Tomoki Koevacuate on May 1, 2010. When they came home they wereygregatl
dama and Saori Yamamoto were confirmed fine by GleneGlaz relieved: “We returned on Wednesday and, to our astonish-
LASFSian Tadao Tomomatsu wrote on Facebook that althougient and joy, found that both our house and garage were dryland
his parents live in the U.S., 90% of his family lieslapan and he there was no visible damage to the exterior either.”

was waiting to hear how they fared. Tom Feller is a former President of the Southerd&ia Con-
federation and a winner of the DeepSouthCon’s Rebel Awadd, fn
Fans Okay After Yasi Anita is a past President of the Middle Tennessee ScientierFi
Jean Weber, Eric Lindsay and their home near Townsviliee@ Club.
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fapdom s Tapgled Web

her to Bubonicon (our local SF con) last yeaare known to the organizers. (3) Someone

and spent time with her on both her birthdayjknown to the organizers can vouch for you.

and Christmas eve. The Speer home is up fdiThe criteria are similar to a fan fund.)

sale and the family has had many garage sales What: A party to celebrate one of South-

to finish clearing everything out. Last March lern SF fandom’s shining moments: the 1986

packed up the last of 60 large legal size boxed/orld Science Fiction Convention held in

of Jack's SF papers and sent them out tdowntown Atlanta.

ENMU (Eastern New Mexico University, When: Saturday June 18, 2011, 12:00

home of the Jack Williamson Special SFnoon to whenever.

Collection). It was good timing as they had Where: Embassy Suites Alpharetta, off

just expanded the space for the Special CoExit 9 of Georgia 400 (Haynes Bridge Road)

lections and had room to take it all. Evennear North Point Mall.

included several mimeograph machines and Why: Why not?!?

typewriters.” How Much: $20 per person. Free for
Patricia will be going out in April for the members of ConFederation Executive Com-

Williamson Lectureship and may have moremittee, SFWA, or ASFA. If cost is a problem,

3 news then. talk to Ron or Mike. Any material surplus
1 1@ & will be donated to fan funds-this is a not-for-
4 Bushyager Novels Available  profit venture.

7y .E_&*D L . .
MEgg ™ Linda Bushyager reports her two science We realize it's fairly short notice, but we

fantasy novels are being reprinted by Wilde@'® {r¥ing to work around Dragon*Con and
press/Fantastic Books. The first is now availother regional conventions.
able at Amazon.com for $13.99Master of Suites should be available at the hotel. The
Hawks current rates are around $100 per night. For
As Linda describes them: “The books arées\e,\;vagons, call 'ﬁ—SOO-EMB|A§S\t(. ConFed
Terry Pratchett’s Coat-of-Arms  in the vein of science fantasy, the sort of thing ratioi V\(/)ifhe u);oghatcg?tirgz?\ye. IIasﬁouIC()inbg A
The College of Arms, official repository of thrat ::r?ée 'I:I/Icér(t:%r;froeryw\j\; Ir(i)tre] Zlhmhr/lnaes:tzraglfey fun evening.
o e B e anks the hero i a teepath who can ming. _PIease RSVP wih payment to: M. L
families and their descendants, granted a collfk With all sorts of birds. His kingdom and Rogers, 331 Celestial Lane, Hixson, TN
-of-arms to Sir Terence David John Pratchetf€Veral neighboring kingdoms are at war, and/343-5810.
ehi ; he is called upon to be a scout, using his abil- .
Zfr?er\?vzdrélzgsgéeéawvgt?rr]]ilgef(;)r%glpglezggr,iSt(i)olr?:. ity to see what the enemy is doing. However Dr. Demento C.J(.)mln.g to Renq
“lllustrated [above] are the Armorial Bear- circumstances send him into a series of darr. Demento will participate in opening night
ings granted to Sir Terence David Johrerous adventures so that he doesn’'t expectlebrations at Renovation, the 2011 World-
PRATCHETT of Broad Chalke, Wiltshire, (or want) to accomplish his mission.” con, on Wednesday, August 17.
Knight, OBE by Letters Patent of Garter and By the way, this is the novel in which a He will appear during Music Night, a fes-
Clarenceux Kings of Arms dated 28 April certain fanartist was Tuckerized — made thé¢ival of music and science fiction that will
2010. unseen sorcerous presence who rules the Talso feature the band Tricky Pixie, and a per-
“The Arms are blazoned: Sable an ankf;@dl Empire with aniron hand. formance ofGodson a musical with lyrics
between four Roundels in saltire each issuing Linda's novelThe Spellstone of Shaltuswritten by Roger Zelazny.
Argent. %Iso will soon be reprinted and made avail

“The Crest is Upon a Helm with a Wreath2Ple on Amazon.com. - ,
Argent and Sable On Water Barry wavy Sa- Linda also has an sf novélacifica, writ-
ble Argent and Sable an Owl affronty Wingsten with John Betancourt, which is avz;ulable
displayed and inverted Or supporting thereb)gt Amazon.com, %OfdefS-CQm, and Wildside
two closed Books erect Gules.” ress. She says, “It is set in the near futur

The motto means “Do Not Fear thehen a food shortage causes a me
Reaper.” jor corporation to begin farming a new type

of algae as a food-substitute, and like th
fantasy novels, is a face-paced action
adventure.”

Sir Terry Pratchett's coat-of-
arms.

Ruth Speer Update
Patricia Rogers provided Andrew Porter with

an update on Ruth Speer, and the preservatio . . I
being done on Jack Speer's science fictionrbon':ederatlon Reunion Is On!

mermorabilia: M. Lee Rogers and Ron Zukowski are hold
“Ruth Speer is doing well. She has movedNd @ ConFederation 25th Anniversary Cel
into a lovely apartment in an adult living bration in June. Their press release says:

complex. Her room is decorated with several "' -
SF paintings and lots of photos of Jack. | tool0rting member of ConFederation. (2) Yo



6 File 770: 159

John Hertz Travels to the Ends of the Earth

Past Worldcon Chairs at Aussiecon 4: (Standing) Kent Bloom, Dave Clark, Tony Lewis, Vincent Docherty,
Patty Wells, Mark Olson, Leslie Turek, Michael Walsh, Rose Mitchell, Dave McCarty, Kevin Standlee. (Sitting)
Karen Meschke, René Walling Perry Middlemiss, Roger Sims, Joe Siclari. (Photo by Helen Montgomery)

: Kingdom party — actually, there were no parties, the Mardion't

NASF|C NOteS permit any; this was a reception or “meet and greet” er dwo
nights, with U.K. cheeses, biscuits, drinks, fans, and a Lomaon

by ‘JOhn HertZ 2014 film. Garcia hosted the Fanzine Lounge. | led three iC$astS
from Vanamondeé398 -F talks: J. Campbell, “Who Goes There?” (1938); R. Heinle

Farmer in the Sky(1950); M. ShelleyFrankenstein(1831). Mary

“Reconstruction” was the 10th Occasional North America rf8eie Robinette Kowal had phoned during June to see if we could agsocia
Fiction Convention, 5-8 August, Raleigh, North Carolina, atGbe- Regency Dancing with her reception to launch a new fantasy se
vention Center and nearby Marriott and Sheraton hotels, théokla the Regency; we managed to put both on the same night, dancing
adjacent with a connecting passage; the NASFiC is occadiyrtése ~ first, after which | found her in the Marriott wearing periddthes
World S-F Convention being overseas, as this year (AussidG the and having sold all her books.
68th Worldcon, Melbourne, 2-6 Sep), so that we've only had ten Kowal was on a panel discussion | moderated, “EditimgNec-
since inventing them in 1975; Author Guest of Honor Eric Flingssary Evil’, Dan Hoyt, Chris Jackson, MRK, Stanley Sdhnhaw-
Graphic Artist GoH Brad Foster, Fan GoH Juanita Coylwmast- rence Schoen. | had objected to “Evil” and offered “Editihg, Ne-
master Toni Weisskopf; attendance about 650; chairman Waregssity”, for which | was made moderator. Kowal said ybtal like
Buff, who assured me the name was jes’ fine for a cohérSputh a proposed edit because it shows | didn't get somethingssat
and | should have seen the others proposed. If London wisislit,sr ~ Schmidt told of a response “Thank you for your comments,dema
2014 we'll need a NASFiC then; hearing mutterings of Cincinhati,the changes you suggested and sold the story to Gordon vam.Gelde
proposed “Consul.” Another panel | was given to moderate, having argued itldh'd be

Weisskopf's fine conviviality was everywhere. Fosiad Coul- done at all, was “Butchering the Sacred Cows” (i.e-fat@ns), on
son, whom | rarely meet in person, were welcome sightsjsher- which were Jennifer Liang, Dan Reid, Jim Stratton, Alex Vaorn;
self a Londoner — London, Ohio. James Bacon, whose friendghip wat previous cons I'd found this a ranting place for peopld it
Chris Garcia is a frightening fruitful fact, mastermindedJaited peeve, the Art Show, autograph sessions, the Dealersh,Rexhib-
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its, the Masquerade, panels; we managed a little beaggestedf  street peering at my name-badge — I'd put my hat in my sheoéder
you're trying to grow wheat, a rose is a weadd we talked of direct- — was Sharee Carton wondering if | knew any good parties, esat | s
ing traffic. There are also Hertz' Corollaries to 8alh’s Law, That her to Hope.
which is perceived, rightly or wrongly, as having no function, will Panel discussions are the stomach of our cons. Bverydeemed
come to have no fornandlIf you grieve some form is in disrepair, find fodder goes into them, some digested. On fanhistoryip&ieis Nel-
and point out its function. son showed fine videos using the Convention Centre’s high-éeeh |
The weekend was jolly, the many errors were outwdigie fif- terns. He had gathered images of contemporary fanziresnes, and
teen pizzas which appeared at the Dead Dog Party [aft@othbas people, and had made graphs, including maps with colored docles
formally ended and until the last dog is —] promptly disappeard, how many letters from which cities appeared in prozinéerlet
Weisskopf at Closing Ceremonies said it was “a lovebppof princi- columns. On the Forties panel Alan Roberts and Art Widrsetet

ple for NASFiC.” stories about trading letters sixty years ago. | meteer the Fifties
panel. Justin Ackroyd conducted the crowded Fan Funds auction, with
intermittent help including mine. He took off his shoes andkea in
What a Worldcon his socks,
It was grand making new acquaintances and meeting fasmzimer
by ‘JOhn HertZ person, including Renaldo the Party Sheep. The Program Babkdre
from Vanamond&®01 generously the Fan Funds, DUFF, and me. Karen Babcock did won-
ders for disabled access and by the end had a Hero badge. &lan St
I've come from L.A. to the Worldcon art collated the annual edition of WOOF (World OrgandatOf

Faneditors, invented by Bruce Pelz). There was not one drifidimg

To the Aussiecon-Four's-hopes-unfurled con. tain in the Convention Centre. But Australia had Mars bars.

All its meeting and such
With s-f friends, as much
As we can, makes it September’s Pearl can
Jack Vance receiving his Aussiecon 4 Hugo from Dick Lupoff in
Flick said this limerick wasn’'t bad enough for the newg=3lifornia after the con.
letter, Voice of the Echidnaof which she was editrix
Alison Scott in the London office contributed seve\E

drawings of echidnas. The Aussiecon Ill newsletter
The Monotremewhich might have been all right exce '
for a mascot drawing of a platypus, with sunglasses alie-a
lapsize computer (do platypuses have laps?), so thd
one issue (duly sent us Supporting Members) an irrite
echidna complained The Monotrenf2 THE Monot-
reme?” and something had to be done.
Robert Silverberg said “This is the first timeel'nad
a propeller beanie tipped to me.” | said “There’s alwa
first time.” On Hugo Night, | presented Best Fanwrite
which he accepted for Fred Pohl. The Laurie Mann p
on Pohl's Weblog shows James Daugherty co-head
Hugo Night holding the trophy, me having stepped ba
Silverberg speaking, Garth Nix the Master of Cere
nies. A few minutes earlier | accepted Best Fanartist
Brad Foster. Pat Sims and Robin Johnson gave the
Heart to Merv Binns, whom Johnson in his Fan Gq
speech had called the center around which Melbourng
had agglutinated for forty years. Right after the ce
mony there were Flick and her folks with the vote a
lyzed on one sheet of paper, the nominations on the d
side, and copies for all.
In the Art Show, Kyoko Ogushi the con’s Japan ag
had brought prints by Nawo Inoue, Naoyuki Katoh w|
was in the 2007 Worldcon paint-off with Bob Eggletq
and Michael Whelan, Masaru Ohishi, and Eiji Yokoya
who again sold everything he sent. In the Masquera
the Masters of Ceremonies were Nick Stathopoulos
designed this year’s Hugo trophy base, and Danny
my co-judges were Lewis Morley who engraved t*
Hugo trophies, and Marilyn Pride who was Four for Fg
i.e. attending each Aussiecon; Morley, Pride, and Staf®
poulos were the 1986 DUFF delegates, so we were D
Fers together. On Thursday night at Beverley Hop
party for her and Roman Orszanski's new fan8traw
& Silk | learned Orszanski too was Four for Four. Thg
were ribbons. I'd left early, about 1 a.m., and there in
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Capclave

Rockville Hilton, October 22-24, 2010
by Martin Morse Wooster

Read the pages of thWSFA Journabnd
you'll come across a portrait of a club tl
is struggling to deal with memberst
declines caused by high dues (which n
of the other area clubs charge), an a(
membership, and membership los
caused by periodic expulsions in i
club’s fratricidal battles. Nonethele
WSFA manages to produce a small i
entertaining little convention.

Membership figures haven't be
released, but it wouldn’t surprise me
Capclave once again was in the 3
person range. Substantial discounts v
offered to students and active-di
military. It seemed to me that there wi
somewhat more young people than
year, and it was hard to tell if any soldi
were present. (As one friend of mi
reminded me, off-duty military wouldn
be in uniform.) There was a panel
military sf, which | didn’t attend.

Capclave is understandably cagy at
its finances. As | understand it, the c
barely breaks even but WSFA Pr
provides the profit margins that keep -
con going. This year WSFA Press issl
two small booksFire Watchby Connie
Willis, and The Three Quests of tl
Wizard Sarnogdby Jeff VanderMeer, bot
in 500 copy limited editions. These boc
sold well during the convention, a
Subterranean Press purchased most o
remainder for national and internatior
distribution.

The three guests of honor, Connie

Fools and Barrymore'sdead;, Willis
said.

I found the VanderMeers less
interesting. Jeff VanderMeer, author of
BookLife a very good guide to promaotion,
seemed far more interested in Advancing
His Brand then connecting with the
audience. If you think that steampunk was
the greatest form of sf ever written, you
would find the VanderMeers enthralling.
I'm not a fan of steampunk, but dutifully
sat through their panel.

Most of what the VanderMeers talked
about were their projects. There were at
least six books in progress, toppedTe
Weird a forthcoming 700,000-word
anthology from Atlantic Monthly Press.
The VanderMeers are also the authors of
The Kosher Guide to Imaginary Animals
and once talked to an interviewer from
Swedish public radio who asked, “Are
wookies kosher?”

It is far from clear how many
steampunks there are in the world, but the
VanderMeers seemed to know every one
of them. Steampunks seem to me like
women who liked to wear extreme
clothing, but Jeff VanderMeer said the
culture had already divided into the more
militant East Coast crowd and the Seattle
steampunks, who “have more of a social
viewpoint and use their clothes for
ordinary wear.”

The VanderMeers were also in
constant contact with sculptors and artists
who create steam-powered thingies. The

Willis, Jeff VanderMeer, and Ann Astaire, she reminded the audience, wouldnost extreme was someone who had
VanderMeer, were quite different. Willis was often show up on sets six weeks in advancellegedly created a  steam-powered
as funny and charming as she has alwaysf production to make sure the dances wermotorcycle. Jeff VanderMeer found that the
been over the years. Saturday afternooright. motorcycle was a fraud; the exhaust pipes
Capclave hosted a “Titanic Tea” for Willis, At a Sycamore Hill writing workshop, were doctored “so that it looked like steam
complete with crustless sandwiches. Willis said, the women relaxed after a hardvas coming out. The steamcycle polluted
Willis spent an hour answering questionslay of critiquing manuscripts by talking evenmorethan a normal motorcycle.”
from the audience. She said that she’s askeabout which movie actor they would Saturday night was for the WSFA award
all the time about what her ten favoriteabandon their husbands for. The winner, theeremonies. Unlike past years, no one
novels were, however she can't answer thevomen determined, was Frank Langella irdressed up.
question. “But | could name 500 short storiesThe Twelve Chairs. The winner of the WSFA Small Press
that worked for me.” (For starters: Theodore Willis said that Harlan Ellison then Award was Tanzy Rayner Roberts, for her
Sturgeon’s “The Man Who Lost the Sea,”walked in and announced that Langella wastory “Siren Beat,” in the October 2009 issue
Shirley Jackson’s “One Ordinary Day, With gay. Willis and Ellison argued. Sheof the online zineTwelfth Planet Twelfth
Peanuts,” and Bob Shaw's “Light of Otherexplained that they weren't talking aboutPlanet's Australian editor announced that
Days.”) flesh and blood people, but fantasyRoberts wished she could attend, but she
She also talked a lot about movies. Heperformances on the screen. Ellison wouldn'tived in Hobart, Tasmania, “and have a baby
“writing hero”, she said, was Fred Astaire,listen. strapped to my leg.”
“because to get that effortless look you have “Well,” Willis said, “I'd abandon my Jeff and Ann VanderMeer then
to work really hard behind the scenes.”husband for John Barrymore iArince of announced the Last Drink Bird Head Award,
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which are personal awards given to peopl€onnie Willis had been elected to the boai
they feel have done good things for sf. Thef the Heinlein Society.

winners were: The guests of honor then received the '—
«  Gentle Advocacy: Ay-leen the prizes. The VanderMeers received a copy
Peacemaker, a blogger The Encyclopedia of Immaturignd a set of

Tireless Energy: Leslie Howle, Clarion buckyballs. Connie Willis received a full-size I l

West organizer portrait by L.W. Perkins of scenes fron
Promotion of Reading: Colleen Cahill several of Willis’s novels, most notabflo
Library of Congress récommending '+ Say Nothing of the Dog, 2010 Sidewise Awards

officer for sf

“This is just perfect,” Willis said about the \inners of the Sidewise Awards were

Expanding Our Vocabulary: Mat  sen a wonderul conventon. Im amased afimcunced 2t Reconsinution, the 2010
Cheney how many people came to the programming.” ~ gnort Form: Alastair Reynolds, “The
International Activism: Lavie Tidhar Connie  Willis's husband ~ Courtney’s giyation” from The Solaris Book of New
Neil Clarke Special Achievement birthday was on October 24, so everyone Whg jance ,Fiction, Volume, 3George Mann
Award: L. Timmel Duchamp, Aqueduct attended sang “Happy Birthday” to him. (ed.) (Solaris)

Press Then | had some more cake and left for Long Form: Robert Conroy, 1942

After the VanderMeers left, Heinlein home. (Ballantine)

biographer Bill Patterson announced that

A Pre-Histerical Pre-History of the Pre-Bid

[Jeff Orth writes about how Becky referred to us several times as a "City Widedmmgy that we

Lichtwardt caught the vi- again precluding any other group from utilizing that space.
sion for a KC in 2016 would be a big deal in Kansas City, indeed.
Worldcon bid.] We judge the existing hotel space to be more than adetjwete
need to resort to overflow hotels, (the Hyatt Crown Centbere
By Jeff Orth: We have ConQuesT is currently held) it would be a very successful d/ol
worked as a team for sev- con. The other two hotels, the Marriott Downtown (which ipoe
eral projects since forming rates the old Muehlbach) and the Crown Plaza Downtown alnawi
for the Anticipation Hugo a block of the convention center, as is the Holiday Inn Aladdiime
Administration. Diane was Hotel Phillips and the President are two blocks away.
the Consuite Department | came away from the tour stunned and more excitedtabo
head for Anticipation and Kansas City Worldcon than | had ever been. (Margene camag &
Ruth and | helped her vowing to never take me anywhere, ever again. | think ezha
where we could, both in like a farm boy in the big city for the first time, whigsn't far from
recruiting staff and taking the truth.)
shifts as needed. It was one All of this is, of course, subject to the normal ebd #ow of
of the best consuites | have negotiation. Numbers will be crunched and spreadsheets awill

ever seen. Not that | am at all unbiased. We alsently worked drawn up and disposed of. We expect to have facts for peopl

on-site con registration for the Raleigh NASFIC. chew over and not just the goshwow of a Kansas farmboy. And
We all worked on ConQuesT 2010, Ruth in Facilities andeDiado have lots of time to get our ducks lined up.

and me in programming. It was this venue that spawnedi¢aedif Which brings me to the non-announcement at NASFIC.

a Kansas City Worldcon. (Well that and somebody else trigng realize that it is too early to bid for a Worldcon ilB0We believe
thrust $20 at me. And of course a Worldcon Bid not inspirddtby that fandom has a limited amount of resources (as do wat).wB
night, drunken conversations would be just wrong. We can, am@nted to get the word out that we are very serious. theldy
probably will, make up more stories as we go along.) have fans excited here in the KC area and elsewhere. A bund
After Diane had headed off for Toronto to continue wgrlon them are likely to be in tow in San Jose in December. (Antbw"
SFContario, Ruth and | approached Margene Bahm and asked hés @most not an exaggeration. Some of them are worbieat &inals
look into facilities downtown. She happily agreed and contatied that week. Just where did all these kids come from?'t Roswer
Kansas City CVB (called VisitKC [visitkc.com]) Margermaade that, just keep 'em off my lawn.)
arrangements to tour the hotels and convention centetg Béall, Our primary challenge here in KC for the next two yedalisbe
with a representative from VisitKC named Becky. | unastdly keeping the fire stoked. You can judge how well we have d
invited myself along. We spent a wonderful day in June touringhen we start throwing parties for keepsies at Chicago in. 202
some of the most wonderful hotels | have ever seen. 't dmall if might sneak a few in here and there, just to keep our halmbinto
you were at the KC Smofcon at the Hotel Phillips. dsva great SFContario and Reno for example. We do like throwing patiigs,
hotel and yet it was not the most impressive of theieesaw. The we won't be actively soliciting pre-supports until our aéi an-
Hilton President and the Holiday Inn Aladdin, both within @ckk  nouncement two years before the vote. Planning, organizidg
of the Convention Center, were at least equally impressiv having fun for now, and keeping an eye on the fannish landscapd
Bartle Hall is slightly too large for us, but notlaoge that any our priorities. Oh, and looking for people all across thatlscape
other event of any size could occupy the space we wouldseot uvho might like to join us in the craziness..

he, Diane Lacey and Ruth would consume all of the available Hotel Space downtowrs thu

Ve
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The Qnmnunal fwny&n& %MW , W-ﬂgﬂ'ﬁw
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For a hot-house plant like '
me, even Los Angeles can AN MR
be cold in February. But a
sweater, jacket, overcoat,
gloves, and a hat can take™®
care of that whilst the inte-
rior of the car warms up.
Even over the Grapevine,
that gateway to a fast drive
on the I-5 north from Los
Angeles to the Bay Area.
Or, to be more accurate, to
Sunnyvale, in the heart of
Silicon Valley.
Even in Buttonwillow,
100 miles north of my North
Hollywood starting point,
where | stopped to put gas
into my car, and thence to
grab a bite to eat in the resti:
stop just north of that burg,
the cold was barely tolerable
when | removed my gloves
to remove money from my

showing up who were not
listed as members. Make
that a “pleasant shock” in
many cases, as non-listed
Pat Virzi walked into the

hotel lobby. The totally

unexpected appearance,
walking down a hotel corri-

dor, of Victor Gonzalez

(with his wife, Tamara) was

another “pleasant shock.”
Out of the past walked Gary
Farber — or so it seemed. At
the time | wasn't sure, as |
didn't think that | had seen

Gary since the 1984 World-
con in Los Angeles. And,

even though the day before
Graham Charnock was
sending messages from
London, awaiting the birth

of his first grandchild, there

he was in the hotel bar when
| walked in!

wallet to pay for the fuel at . i One new person | met
the gas station and to hold “Good Gr wﬁ Fr an’_ that.’s 'f’o way to was Kat Templeton. On one
the sandwich | consumed at ask for foretgn aid! or another of the e-lists |
the rest stop. infest, it had been men-

But what really warmed tioned that she was going to

me up was the listening to some of my fadstering at the hotel and moving things to mybe producing a fanzine. | asked her about it
vourite music on my way north. CD playersroom was to take three other con-goers in mgnd she told me it was half-finished. As,
built into automobiles are a boon for peoplecar and drive to the Winchester Mysterymaybe, a spur to get her to do more fanzin-
like me, people who like music at least a bitHouse for a tour of same. This weird andng, | handed her an envelope of Rotsler
out of the mainstream. wonderful 160-room, Victorian mansion illos. | had used all of these illos during 2010
See, | started out listening to two CDs ofvhich was continuously a-building for 38 and | was originally going to give these to
the secular music from the Renaissancejears (until the owner died) seemed a fittingearl Kemp for use in his on-line zine. But,
wonderful sounds from 400+ years in thestart to a con dedicated to the ideals of whawith Earl not at the con this year, | saw no
past. | then moved up 200 years and listenestarted our hobby. (Unfortunately, we werereason why | should not help a relative new-
to a CD of Ludwig von Beethoven’s over- not allowed to take photographs of any partsomer by giving her the Rotslers.
tures — and then got all modern listening t@f the interiors of the mansion but photos And one of those wonderful, unplanned
Catulli Carminaand Trionfo Di Afroditeby aimed outward from porches and balconiewappenings of cons are the totally unex-
Carl Orff, modern music only 100 years old.were apparently not forbidden — and | shopected connexions and meetings which spon-
| was listening to OrffsCarmina Burana some from those viewpoints.) Fandom doesaneously happen. | more or less slightly
when | pulled into the parking lot of the Do- of course, adapt to the new technology tmverslept on Saturday morning — but | was
main Hotel in Sunnyvale, the venue for thiscontinue producing fanzines, usually muchstill the first person down for breakfast. | had
year's Corflu, a con celebrating a part ofeasier to create than it was in bygone daygust finished eating and was starting my sec-
science fiction fandom which started in theand, sometimes even showing better reprond cup of coffee when Michael Dobson
1930s and sometimes feels like it has barelgnd other technical niceties. walked in and joined me. He told some inter-
left that time despite the embrace of modern The Corflu concom — tech-savvy as theyesting anecdotes about some people (non-
zine-creating technology. were — did not keep their web site updatedfans) he knew in DC (where he lives) and we
And almost the first thing | did after reg- It was a decided shock to see some peopteaded some anecdotes about Australia, a
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place we had both visited. At the time, | hadng with the British Sandra Bond and thefanzine fans, sometimes many of the atten-
been planning to take my second cup of cofthree passengers she drove over from thdees do not much bother the programming
fee and walk up to my room and begin typinghotel, we had a fascinating tour of this archiwhich is put on for their enjoyment/
this con report on my computer, but it wastectural pile. edification.

really more interesting, talking to Michael, so  After which we all returned to the hotel or  So be it.

| started working on this account about anwent for a meal or did something before we This means that | missed the fannish trivia
hour later than planned. As cons are one afent to the Opening Ceremonies. In my casesontest where four teams squared off to see
those things which are usually so interestingven though Milt and | shared a table in thavhich team knew the most useless informa-
there is relatively no time during them to dohotel restaurant before going to the openingion. The results, though: the Mike Mclnerny
any writing, the only time for typing is either ceremonies, nothing much which happenedmerican team of John D Berry, Milt Ste-
before or just after breakfast for an early riseon that Friday evening compared to the servens, and Gary Farber beat the Sandra Bond
like me. sory overload of viewing the WinchesterEnglish team.

Friday night's opening ceremonies wereHouse. At the Opening Ceremonies | remem- One item of interest was a slide presenta-
well, opening-ceremony-like, with the only ber Carrie Root’s name being pulled from theion by Dave Hicks, a fanartist
difference being me taking photographs withbox, therefore making her the Guest of Honbrought to the con by the Corflu 50 group.
my brand-new camera. And, also, taking theur at this Corflu, but not all that much of Dave is a fanartist whose
microphone and announcing that | had copiewhat else happened at that event — except nagtwork | would dearly love to showcase in
of Len Moffatt's fannish autobiography for making an announcement of the Len Moffatiany genzine | was putting out. If | was putting
sale, all proceeds to TAFF and DUFF. (Aautobiography which I had printed upon hearene out ...
sudden weird thought — why is it alwaysing of Len’s death. (This autobiography was a In my case, | was only interested in the
TAFF and DUFF rather than DUFF andcompilation of 9 episodes which Len wroteFanzine Auction, put on at 8 on Saturday
TAFF? Probably it is because TAFF was herend which | had originally pubbed in nineevening, given that | had brought items to
first rather than a more usual alphabeticatlifferent issues of my zineNO AWARD auction off for DUFF. All of the items put up
listing. Still, some phrases always bother méstarting over 10 years ago). for bid at Corflu auctions are meant only for
because they are so backwards — like the Tired from all of this, | went to bed eventhe support of various fannish charities, usu-
phrase “back and forth”. | mean, how can onesarlier than usual. So, if anybody is interestedlly (and mostly) the various travel funds:
come back before one has gone forth? En what | did at the room parties and such likeTAFF, DUFF, GUFF, and the like. | have
bloody silliness.) at the con, please note that | am an early risgrarticipated in fannish auctions before — as an

As is the protocol at cons, at least for thosand rarely stay up until midnight at mostauctioneer — and it turned out that this was to
of us who have been in fandom for awhilecons. Indeed, even were | to stay up past midse no exception as Chris Garcia, the con
and who have attended some cons, almosight, | would be asleep anyway. A nightchair, had not made arrangements for any-
more important than the usual official startingperson | am not — unless it is at the tail end dbody else other than him to do the auctioning.

ceremonies are the individual greetings othe night, as | awaken before sunup.

As more and more fans straggled in from

those whom one has not seen since the last Programming at Corflus is always singledinner, the auctioning got more spirited as
iteration of the con — especially at Corflus agrack. Granted, there are not all that manynore people began participating in the bid-
this meeting of fanzine fans is often the onlypeople at these cons compared to, say, Worldling. At the end of the scheduled hour, with
con attended by those of us who enjoy thigons, but these are all the sort of people witbnly a few items left to auction, we called an
part of fandom. Of particular enjoyment arewhom other fanzine fans love to hang aroundend to the bidding so that those who had won
the first meeting with fans with whom one And talk. And talk. And talk. So, even thoughitems could pay for them and the next pro-
has been corresponding in one or anothewhatever the programming at the con happergramme item could commence.

milieu, often for some time, but with whom to be, tailored as it all is to the interests of

this is the first ever face-to-face meeting. such
was the case in my meeting with Mike an
Pat Meara, over from Old Blighty to experi-A
ence the American iteration of Corflu and to,
see how it differs — if at all — from the English
version of the con which they attended t
previous year. Indeed, | met them almost
soon as | arrived at the con hotel. And th
(along with Milt Stevens, the other Angelen
at the con) were my passengers as | dr
them to the Winchester Mystery House, the
retically a 10-minute drive from the hotel
according to the map | downloaded before
left North Hollywood — but local traffic made
that more than a bit of a joke. But get the
we did, and | must say that we all enjoyed t
tour of a house with cabinet doors whic
opened to blank walls, an outside door on
higher floor which opened up to open air a
no stairs, a stairway up to a ceiling, a windo
in the floor, and many other strange constru
tions. Anybody interested in this over-larg
anomaly of a building can probably rea
about it in many places. Needless to say, joi

dart Widner deciphers his Lifetime
chievement plaque,
Becker looks on.

while Tom

This was a fannish play, written by Andy
Hooper. | always seem to enjoy reading them
after the fact as | usually have conversations
drag me away from the live productions — and
this time was no different from the usual.

| went up to the con suite and got into
some conversations, including a bit on the
virtual con suite, a connexion to interested
parties via the internet. This was most ably
handled at the Corflu end by Kat Templeton.

Sunday morning saw Jack Calvert arriving
for breakfast as | was going in for same.
Yeabh, I slightly overslept today, too. Jack is a
member of LASFAPA, one of the two APAs
I run, and he is also a member of Inthebar, the
e-list founded by fan artist Harry Bell. As is
all too common, | remember that Jack and |
had a fine talk during breakfast, with me not
remembering any of the details.

Sunday mornings at Corflus usually start
slowly as the only scheduled programme item
is the Banquet. Of course, eating food is only
one of the things we do at the Banquet. The
food at this Corflu’'s Banquet was a brunch —
in name, even though it was mostly breakfast
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food along with exceedingly spicy chili.
Some of us who had already eaten breakfast
at the hotel were slightly put out that essen-
tially the same food for lunch. (An aside: a
free, full breakfast was included in the price
of our hotel rooms. Personally, | find that a
wonderful change from the sweet roll and
coffee combo called a free breakfast at some
hotels. And, as a breakfast, it was very
good.)

The food part of the Banquet was served
in a room off the lobby of the hotel. So,
when we finished our meal we moved to the
room we used for Corflu functions, on a
hallway in back of the elevators on the sec-
ond floor. This is where the “business” of the
con was then held. Starting with the nomina-
tions and voting for the Past President of
FWA, Fanzine Writers of America. As ex-
plained by Ted White (who ran this part of
the meeting), what the members of the con
produce are fanzines, and whether drawn or
typed, we are all writers, and no matter from
whence we came, we are all Americans — at
least for the purpose of FWA. And we al-
ways vote for last year's President as there is

never any current President of FWA. (Ted The end of the Banquet is traditionally the
explained all this better than me but | wasend of the programming at Corflu. The Con
too busy taking photographs to write downSuite will remain open until around midnight
any details.) Anyway, after some very spir-or so and there are still get-togethers and
ited voting, Spike was voted Past Presiderfannish food expeditions afterwards, but
many people leave for home on Sunday af-
Then came the time for Spike to announcéernoon and evening. Being theoretically
the winners of the FAAN Awards, with said retired — well, | run the apartment building in
Awards being carved on bronze plaques (bwhich | live as a supplement to my Social

of FWA.

D West 74
Brad Foster 52
Harry Bell 31

BEST FANZINE
(40 nominees)

Trapdoor (Robert Lichtmar)00

Banana Wingg¢Claire Brialey & Mark
Plummer) 87

Chunga(Randy Byers, Andy Hooper,

carl juarez) 54

Challenger(Guy Lillian 11I) 37

Sense of Wonder Stori@Rich Coad) 37

BEST FAN WEBSITE
(22 nominees)

eFanzines.cor40

Ansible 32

file770.com 29

Fanac Fanhistory Project 26
fiawol.org.uk/FanStuff/ 25

Harry Warner, Jr., Memorial Award for
BEST FAN CORRESPONDENT
(46 nominees)

Robert Lichtmary8
Lloyd Penney 43
Jerry Kaufman 40
Mike Meara 39
Claire Brialey 31

Tom Becker). First, though, there was a SpeSecurity check — | usually stay at the hotel aiThere were 47 voters: Andy Hooper, Audrey
cial Lifetime Achievement Award given to additional night and start my drive homeTrend, Barbara Johnson-Haddad, Bill Burns,
Art Widner. Art got up to take the award andearly Monday morning. As | did, this time, Bob Sabella, Bruce Townley, Chris Garcia,
then sort of hesitated as he attempted to reakcept | had the “pleasure” of having rain orClaire Brialey, Colin Hinz, Curt Phillips,
the words on the plaque. Some wag — naflrizzle as an accompaniment to my drivingDave Hicks, Dave Locke, Eric Mayer, G T
me, this time — wondered, aloud, if the wordsall the way south until | arrived at the Grape-Trend, Greg Benford, Guy Lillian, lan
on the plaque used Art's spelling. Art men-vine. From the beginning of my ascent intoMaule, Jack Calvert, James Bacon, Jay
tioned something about them being in “dumithe mountains — and for the remainder of th&inney, Jim Linwood, John Hertz, John

English.”

Below is a list of the FAAN Awards as end to a fine con.

voted on by fans:

Artist: Steve Stiles

Letterhack: Robert Lichtman

Fanzine: Robert Lichtman’s TRAP DOOR
Writer: Roy Kettle

Website: eFanzines.com

Carrie Root then gave her Guest of Honor
speech; which, in her case, was a slide show
of a visit with relatives and Andy Hooper to
northern New Mexico. It was well received.

There was then a discussion of where
Corflu would be held in 2012, with Ted
White presenting a bid for Las Vegas as none
of the Vegrants were able to appear at this
year’s con. Many of us have good memaories
of the Corflus previously held in Vegas, so it
was with good heart that Las Vegas was
awarded the 2012 Corflu.

day — the Sun was shining brightly. A fitting Nielsen Hall, Katrina Templeton, Kim Hu-

ett, Lenny Bailes, Lloyd Penney, Mark
Plummer, Mike Deckinger, Mike Mclnerney,

2011 FAAN Awards Stats Mike Meara, Murray Moore, Nic Farey,

Here is Spike’s report of FAAn Awards vot-
ing.The winners are in italics.

BEST FAN WRITER
(53 nominees)

Roy Kettle72
Claire Brialey 61
Mark Plummer 56
James Bacon 51
Taral Wayne 38

BEST FAN ARTIST
(31 nominees)

Steve Stileg15
Dan Steffan 100

Pamela Boal, Pat Charnock, Randy Byers,
Rich Coad, Rob Jackson, Robert Lichtman,
Roy Kettle, Sandra Bond, Spike, Steve
Stiles, Taral Wayne, Ulrika
O'Brien, William Wright, Yvonne Penney.
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2010 Mythopoeic Award Winners

The winners of the 2010 Mythopoeic Society Awards were aneduoic July
11 at Mythcon 41 in Dallas.

Fantasy Awards, Adult Literature
Jo Walton Lifelode (NESFA Press)

Fantasy Awards, Children’s Literature
Grace Lin,Where the Mountain Meets the Ma(sittle, Brown)

Scholarship Awards, Inklings Studies
Dimitra Fimi, Tolkien, Race, and Cultural History: From Fairies to
Hobbits(Palgrave Macmillan, 2009)

Scholarship Awards, Myth and Fantasy Studies

Marek OziewiczOne Earth, One People: The Mythopoeic Fantasy

Series of Ursula K. Le Guin, Lloyd Alexander, Madeleirienyle and
Orson Scott Car@McFarland, 2008)

Also presented at the awards banquet was the first Akoradratiev Student
Paper Award. Named for the popular Mythopoeic scholar wheepgaaway
prior to the convention, the award is given for a paped & the conference,
The winner was Michael Millburn for “Art According to RomanTheology:
Charles Williams’ Analysis of Dante Reapplied to J.RTBlkien’s ‘Leaf By
Niggle'.”

is NOT A HOAX. It just hap- “Should We Retire the Westercon at 65?”
pened to be a bid that didn't file with Ben Yalow, Kevin Standlee, Glenn
(wasn't eligible to file, as Kevin Glazer, Bobbie DuFault there to answer.
Standlee was eager to explain to When fans created Westercon in 1948 as a
Mythcon 41 anyone who'd listen). The only way it couldtraveling  convention there was no
At Mythcon 41, Diana, Sierra and | all par_w!n was through a serjes of events b.e.ginningoth.er regular con on the West Cogst.of the
ticipated in a reader's theater organized b ith the f!leq Seattle in 2012 bid failing to Unllted States. Now every major city in the
David Bratman. We reprised one of Charledutpoll write-ins for Tonopah or None of theregion has at least one fan-run sf con, of-
Williams’ Amen House masques. Sierra, therfbove. ten several other commercial cons, and per-
age 8,did a great job as The Manu- . But the next night Kevin had to interrupthaps even a major anime or comics event.
script. Emily Rauscher, who took that role inhis ownMatch Game Sl—'shpw to let teller There’s no vacuum that anyone needs a rov-
David’s first production at a long-ago Myth- Sharon Sbarsky “unofficially” announce ing Westercon to fill. . .
con, this time played the Master Librarianfhat fans had voted for Seattle to .hpst the con Meantime, Westgrcon has dwindled in
(How long ago was that Mythcon? Well, in 2012. He t.ook the defeat sgrprlsmgly well.size . Spme years it has been runas a kl!’]d
Emily was probably in high school then, and” fact, he briefly did an ecstatic dance, shoutef oversized party at a resort hotel in Hawaii

this year she’s a newly-minted Ph.D.) Bernié"9 into his microphone as he spun “Youor Las Vegas. .
Phillips Bratman and David were stellar as"oOW who was going to have to chair if This panel drew enough fans who believe

Pirates Tim and Serena Powers at Mythcon
41, where Tim was guest of honor.

those rival managers Alexis and Dorinda.lonopah won..."” Westercon should continue to deter anyone at
Diana took the narrator's role and | played Westercon boasted several excellent farthe subsequent business meeting from mov-
gruff Colin. nish panels, like “The Modern Fanzine.” Howing to abolish the con — although such a

rarely fanzines are explained with the contamotion was anticipated.

gious sense of fun that Kevin Roche, Espafia Con chair Christian McGuire told
At the Pasadena WeStercon _Sheriff and Jason Schachat, ¥ipe!editorial me Westercon drew over 600 attendees.
| arrived at the Pasadena Hilton on the firskiag prought to the subject. They expandedf one stops thinking about Westercon as a
day of Westercon 63 to find a big graphicmy horizons about editing a digital fanzine onmere shadow of its formerly glorious self (the
appealing for people to support the Tonopahy tipje platforms and fired me up to get1989 con had 2,500 attendees) and just thinks
in 2012 Westercon bid set like a jewel in theyci 1o work on my next ish. (Heaven knowsabout it as an event that provides a good time
midst of the fan table area. The poster showegen 'q have finished if | wasn't fired up, on a holiday weekend for several hundred
a brlIIllant blue sky with a mushroom cloud 5,7 fans, it's not hard to imagine it going on in-
towering heavenward, and Kuma Bear posed The secret masters also tried to fire uplefinitely. The only question is whether the
beside a cactus in the foreground. It 100keqerest in future Westercons. There’s a growloose community of conrunners who shep-
like the place Indiana Jones' refrigeratori,g anxiety that this series of cons doesherd it from year to year will find that
rolled to a stop. (Of course, doesn’t most ofytjustify its continued existence. The quesddea sufficiently inspiring to keep doing the

Nevada?) tion was even asked out loud on a progranwork
A second poster declared the Tonopah bid prog '
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He Was a Lion:
Len Moffatt
(1923-2010)

By John Hertz (reprinted fromVanamonde
913): | gave him a gilt bottle of mimeograph
correction fluid for his 50th birthday. |
dressed as Auguste Dupin for him in a pres-#
entation at the detective-fiction convention [
Bouchercon the year he co-chaired. | dran
Chivas Regal with him. Len Moffatt was of
First Fandom, that happy band active among
us at least as early as the first World Science
Fiction Convention in 1939. Born in Ari-
zona, by his teens he was a founder of th
Western Pennsylvania Science Fictioneers
doing fanzines — a word not yet invented —
and corresponding with fans around the
United States and United Kingdom. In World
War 1l he joined the Navy like his ancestors
and served as a hospital-corpsman with the
Marines; he was in Nagasaki after the atomic
bomb. In 1946 he joined the Los Angeles
Science Fantasy Society. He always pro-
nounced_ ASFSto rhyme withmass sasHe
did a lot of rhyming, sometimes as the clown
Pike Pickens, sometimes clowning himself.

Some fans sell s-f, some become quitten Moffatt at a LASFS party in
active as pros. In 1949 the LASFS began ge Sixties. Photo by Bruce Pelz.
yearly Fanquet honoring the member who

sold the most words in the previous year.

fanzines. We did not invent apas but we
gave them our own life. Our first was the
Fantasy Amateur Press Association, older
than Worldcons. The distinction between
science fiction and fantasy has long been
known and blurred. The Moffatt FAPAz-
ine wasMoonshine This was appropri-
ate. Among Len’s achievements was fan
fiction — in our sense, i.e. fiction about
fans — that Terry Carr thought was factual
anecdote. Len and June were in APA-L,
much younger than FAPA, over thirty
years until Len’s death. June still is.
Conviviality, hospitality were with
Len’s wit, amplified, if possible, by June.
Together clubmen and party hosts — the suf-
fix -manis not masculine — they also wel-
comed and sponsored newcomers with open
arms, and discernment, for them no paradox.
Fine fannish things happened at Moffatt
House and when the Moffatts went abroad.
They went well abroad in 1973 as the Trans-
Atlantic Fan Fund delegates, nominated by
Terry Jeeves, Ethel Lindsay, Juanita Coul-
son. Fred Patten, and Roy Tackett. attending
the British national s-f con, and publishing
their TAFF report in good time. In 1981 they
were Fan Guests of Honor at our local s-f
con Loscon. In 1994 they were given the
Evans-Freehafer Award for service to the
LASFS. Shortly before I had the honor of co-
editing with them the Rick Sneary memorial
fanzineButton-Tack It seems like yesterday.
He was a lion. | loved him. Good-bye.

Mike Glicksohn
(1946-2011)

Mike Glicksohn, an iconic figure at conven-
tions with his flowing beard and Australian
bush hat, passed away March 18 after suffer-
ing a stroke. This came at the end of a years-
long struggle with cancer. Mike was 64. He
is survived by Susan Manchester, his wife of
almost 18 years.

| was fortunate to know Mike from my

Moffatt tied for that honor in 1951. In 2004 — that have flourished from time to time. gayjiest days in fandom, meeting first in fan-
the LASFS gave him its Forry Award — Sneary lived in South Gate. In 1948 he besines and soon after at conventions. Mike's
named after Forry Ackerman — for lifetime 92N. first as a joke, the slog&outh Gate in \itten personality struck me as the epitome
achievement in s-f, putting him in the com- 28: It caught on. The Worldcon mOVeS gt «coo1"  jronic, outwardly unaffected by
pany of Ray Bradbury, Kelly Freas, and C.L.2round so as to be each year in someoneisis with a clever and cutting sense of
Moore. In 2008 his poem “What a Friend WePack yard. In 1957 the con was in London. Ity ,mor — byt in person he was much more
Have in Sherlock’ appeared irEllery Vvoted for South Gate. Be careful what younhan that, as I discovered when we met at the
Queen’s Mystery MagazinBetective fiction Wish. Luckily the mayors of South Gate andi 97, \worldcon. Mike was colorful, sure of
has long been our next-door neighbor-0S Angeles by joint proclamation consti-pimself, and smiled a lot. A man would rec-
Bouchercon, of which Len and his seconduted the premises of the Hotel Alexandria aggnize in Glicksohn’s witty demeanor a chal-
wife June were co-founders, was named fopPUth Gate for the duration and purposes qgnge and have to decide — was he laughing
Tony Boucher, a top and — if | may say sol® Worldcon. The con was called “Solacon’yith me, or at me? Also, while he enjoyed
— tony editor and author there and here. ([ onor of the combination. It also com-gqGiglizing he was always winnowing the
gave them its Anthony Award for lifetime Pined with that year's Westercon, the Wesyqyq in search of who was really worth his
achievement in 1999. Coast Science Fantasy Conference. Len Wagne  Mike especially cherished the com-
Len was probably Rick Snearys bestn the thick of it all. A decade and a half latery,ny of fandom’s legends, like Ackerman,
friend. Both were active in the OutlandersN€ was Fan Guest of Honor at Westercoig|och and Tucker, as he wroteMimosa 30
one of the many s-f clubs outside the LASFSKXV. From where | was viewing things as a

_ often overlapping the LASFS membership Besides fanzines we have apas, amatepl|asyely new fan Mike was already a legend
publishing associations, which distribute
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himself — yet he’'d only been i
fandom four years longer thal
me. Mike attended his firs
Worldcon in 1966, Tricon in
Cleveland, after learning about
from an ad inFamous Monsters|
of Filmland He also co-founded
the Ontario Science Fiction Clul
(OSFiC) that year. He came t
the next Worldcon with a contin
gent of Canadian fans, who wo
Spock ears as they watched t
banquet from an overlooking
balcony. (Spock ears were sti
cool in 1967.) These fans forme|
the core of the winning 197
Worldcon bid.
Back home in Toronto Mikg
made his living as a high schoq
mathematics teacher. He a
Susan Wood had married in 19
after meeting at Boskone the ye;
before. Together they published
the leading fannish fanzin€n- Mike Glicksohn accepting Susan Wood’s 1981 Best
ergumen for several years, turn-Fan Writer Hugo, which she won posthumously.
ing out 15 impeccably mimeo-
graphed issues filled with bril-
liant art and contributions from the most

doing it without any thought of mak-
ing at least part of their living doing
it) should be able to compete on a
level playing field, competing only
with like-minded fans.”

He was also instrumental in return-
ing the Worldcon to Toronto for the
first time in 30 years, co-chairing the
Toronto bid for 2003. And because it
was Mike Glicksohn who called to
invite me as Torcon 3's fan guest of
honor, that meant the world to me.

It was just two years after that
Worldcon, in 2005, that Mike was
first diagnosed with cancer. In 2006
surgeons removed his right ureter
because a cancerous tumour had been
found there. At the same time his
right kidney was taken out. Cancer
was detected again in 2008. Doc-
tors removed his gall bladder. There
were courses of chemotherapy prior
to all the surgeries. For a six-month
stretch in 2009 tests came back with
no sign of cancer, but it showed up
again in November and thereafter
Mike and his medical team were in a

He was always ready to enjoy the goodion-stop battle. Despite that, whenever Mike

sought-after fanwriters. Their zine won atimes and help create them. He'd play alongent out an e-mail telling about his progress
Hugo at Torcon Il in 1973. However, by thatwith the joke — like when he let Elst he always tried to sound at least one lighter
time their marriage had broken up althoughNeinstein and | make him co-GoH of thenote amid the heavy medical news, such as
they remained on terms that allowed them td978 Hogu Ranquet. He even refused to let ukie time he wrote, “I think Nietzsche was
accept Aussiecon’s invitation to be joint Fanpay for his hamburger. wrong. What almost killed me left me weaker
Guests of Honor at the 1975 Worldcdrhe Mike liked the fun, but not necessarily thebut I'm working on it!”
Hat Goes Homes Mike's report of that trip.  publicity that ensued. He once told me, “I've  And in mid-2010 Mike was well enough
In the coming years Mike won three Fanonly had seven embarrassing moments ifto attend a mini family reunion on Vancou-
zine Activity Achievement Awards (FAAn) fandom — and Jay Kay Klein was there tover Island in the context of my brother’s wed-
as Best LoC Writer. He was nominated for gphotograph every damn one of them! Oneling, so I'm not complaining.”
Hugo as Best Fan Writer in 1977. He wasvas at PghLange: | took off all my clothes But in January 2011 Mike said his team
even selected Past President of fwa (Fanzirend was sitting on the floor naked, talking tohad recommended a short session of addi-
Writers of America) at the 2006 Corflu. people, and Jay Kay was there to photograptional chemo as the cancer had not been
Mike reviewed fanzines for my genzineit.” eliminated. That was the last time | heard
Prehensilein his notorious fanzine-killing Similarly, Mike, who was famously de- from him.
column “The Zineophobic Eye.” | don't say voted to playing poker, once took part in a Mike will be remembered with tremen-
“fanzine-killing” because he indulged in KTF game held in an elevator car at a Canadiadous affection. And although forewarned this
-style reviews. Rather, Mike took a perverseconvention hotel. But when Lloyd Penneyday was coming his friends still will find it
pride in the way every one of the host fanwrote this in a LoC Mike followed with his hard to let him go.
zines had expired soon after it started runningwn letter saying the story was completely
his column. Mike’s column had appeared inapocryphal, or at least he'd completely for- Glen GoodKnight (1941-2010)
Richard Labonte’sHugin & Munin (as “The gotten about it “because those brain cellgsqp GoodKnight, founder of the Mythopoeic
Zinephobic”), Mike’s ownEnergumen and were destroyed.” Society, died November 3.
stig Quarterly That's why Mike pegan his There was alsp a sgrioug sjde to Mike. He Bonhie Callahan, making the announce-
f|r§t mstallment for me Wlth a warning: “Read was sensitive to injustice Wlthln. fandom. Heant on a Yahoo group, wrote: “He had been
this issue c.)fPrlehensn.e cqre.fully frler]ds. hglped fight our battles. A motion he maplqn poor health for a number of years, but was
Savor it, enjoy it, admire it; it's very likely with Marty Cantor to change the Best Fanz'n%ctively participating in many online activi-
one of the last issues you'll be see-Hugo rules launched a discussion that SPUfles, cataloging his collection for eventual
ing...” And in that respect my fanzine did off Locusand several other perennial awardsale/donation, and appeared to be in stable
not disappoint: his first column appeared incontenders into a new Best Semiprozine catgsngition.”
Prehensilell and the zine ended its run fourgory in 1982. As Cantor remembers, “Mike | \/as often in the home of Glen Good-
issues later. and | felt that zines which either start as amagnight and his partner Ken Lauw when |
If Mike had a fannish philosophy, I'd sayteur zines and grow into something else (Of,as on Glen's 1997 Mythcon committee. It
it was something he'd inject into the dia-start as something else) provided unfair comg,oc the ideal fan home, walls covered with
logue when, now and then, things got a littlepetition to those who wish to re-main ama+gokcases. Unlike other fans’ shelves, Glen's
heated: Unless you were having fun, thereéeurs (in the best and original sense of thgfere filled with editions of.ord of the Rings
wasn't any point in staying in fandom. word, doing it strictly and only for the love of ;, every language that it had appeared —
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collecting them was his passion.
was a highly interesting anc
very knowledgeable fan. -

Because of the way these thin(i

a lot of thought to whether Good
Knight was his “real” name — but i
was. He was born October 1, 194
the eldest of three children of Gle
GoodKnight, whose last name wg
an anglicized version of the Germa
“Gutknecht,” according to his fam
ily.

Glen founded the Mythopoei
Society in 1967 in the aftermath d
the legendary “Bilbo-Frodo Birth-
day Picnic” held in September o
that year. He invited fans to hi
house on October 12 to form a co
tinuing group. The 17 attendes
became the Society's first membe
Within a few years they had planted .

14 discussion groups around thgen Lauw and Glen GoodKnlght at the 2007
country. In 1972 at the suggestioMythcon in Berkeley, California.

of Ed Meskys of the Tolkien Soci
ety of America the two organizations mergedRare Coin Galleries.

until 1986 and thereafter was active
in the revival ofWeird Tales

It's in every prozine editor’s inter-
est to cultivate new talent, but while

] Scithers was aAsimov’sthat was his

profound mission and made him
highly visible at conventions and in
workshops.

His fanzineAmra was devoted to
sword-and-sorcery fiction — indeed,
the term first appeared in its pages.
Amrawon the Best Fanzine Hugo in
1964. Although Robert A. Heinlein
never wrote anything for the zine, he
was moved to dedicat€lory Road
to “George H. Scithers and the regu-
lar patrons of the Terminus,
Owlswick, and Ft. Mudge Electric
Street Railway” — the latter being a
press name for Scithers’ fanac —
because the book was inspired by
Scithers’ postcard asking the ques-
tion, "What happensifter the Hero
wins the hand of the princess and
half the kingdom.™

Scithers chaired Discon, the 1963 World-

and overnight the Society grew to more than Jerry Weist grew up in Wichita. He wascon, attracting 600 fans to Washington D.C.
a thousand members. introduced to comics while working at his Afterward he wrote The Con-Committee
Mythcon | was organized in 1970 to helpfather’s grocery store. Discoverirfeamous Chairman’s Guide: The Story if Discon |
knit the Society's different groups together.Monsters of Filmlandon the grocery store (1965), reflecting the kinder and gentler days
Glen married Bonnie GoodKnight (later rack led him to fandom. He later startegua of single-track programming. When | was
Callahan) at Mythcon Il'in 1971. Tront, the E.C. fanzine, and opened one ofvorking on the Nolacon Il program in 1988
Glen edited 78 issues of the Society jourthe first specialty comic store$he Million Bruce Pelz showed me Scithers’ remarks:
nal Mythlore between 1970 and 1998. Year Picnicon Harvard Square. “For the Discon, we set up most of the con-
After staying away from Mythcons for ~ When he announced Weist's death on theention program in July, which seemed early
several years, Glen returned in 2007 to celePulpMags list Doug Ellis added, “We canenough to us...” | had a long, hysterical gig-
brate the Society's 40th anniversary aflook forward to a few more projects cominggle.
Berkeley in 2007. Greeted with a standingout that he was working on — he completed Scithers was a West Point graduate, a
ovation, he delivered an emotion-filled remi-the third edition of his comic art price guide,Signal Corps officer who had seen service in
niscence of the Society's early days. Glerwhich should be out later this summer, and the Korean War and had retired as a lieu-
came back to Mythcon the following year, think he also completed an expanded Frantenent colonel. He was still in the service
too. | was glad to see him renewing his linksR. Paul book which will be forthcoming — when I first met him.
with the Society. Now I'msad to know | but these are just a few of the things that he Scithers founded specialty publisher
won't be in his company again. had planned. It's a very sad day.” Owlswick Press in 1973. lts eclectic titles
The Council of Stewards of the Mytho- included the cannibal cookbooko Serve
poeic Society has renamed its “Starving George Scithers Man
Scholars Fund,” which helps selected acapne of the very few fans who did it all, He also edited numerous anthologies, the
demics afford to attend Mythcons, the “GIenGeorge Scithers, died of a heart attack offtest beingCat Tales: Fantastic Feline Fic-
Qoodeght Scholarship Fund,." memor!allz- April 19 at the age of 80. tion (2008) and.very recentlyat Tales 2 .
ing Glen’s focus on scholarship and his en- " o \was a small press publisher, fiction In 1992, Scithers and Darrell Schweltzer
couragement of new scholars. writer, prozine editor, Worldcon chair, andWon @ World Fantasy Award for their work
Hugo-winning fanzine editor. on Weird Tales At the 2002 World Fantasy

Jerry Weist His plaid jacket was almost as well-Convention in Minneapolis both Scithers and

Jerry Weist, one of the leading collectors an&nown as Ben Yalow's bow tie. Scithers was Orreést J Ackerman won World Fantasy
dealers in the comics field, died January Fan Guest of Honor at the 1979 NASFicLifetime Achievement Awards.
after battling cancer for several years. (NorthAmericon) and the 2001 Worldcon  John Betancourt reports that cards may be

Weist authoredradbury: An lllustrated (Millennium Philcon). sent to Scithers’ longtime partner, Larry
Life, The Comic Art Price Guideand The It was as an editor Scithers engraved hi§i€ge, at 218 Blandford St., Rockville, MD
Art of Frank R. PaulFrom 1990 to 2001 he mark on the science fiction and fantasy2085o'2629'
was a consultant specializing in popular cul{ields.
ture at Sotheby’s, where he oversaw the auc- Scithers was the founding editorlshac Ruth Kyle
tion of Sam Moskowitz's collection. A few Asimov’s Science Fiction Magazirf@977), Ruth Kyle died January 5 after a brief iliness.
years ago Weist acquired the Harry Warnefor which he won the Hugo twice, once inShe had turned 81 only the day before.
collection and sold the fanzines to Jame4979 and again in 1981. After he departed She met her future husband, noted fan
Halperin of Dallas, co-owner of Heritage Asimov'sin 1982, Scithers editedmazing Dave Kyle, at a convention in 1955. The next
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year she served as Secretary of the New YoriMisha” Vartanoff. They fell in love and
Worldcon in Dave chaired. The year aftermarried.Misha and Margaret Vartanoff had
they married and trufannishly honeymoonedhree children. They also co-wrote two books,
at the 1957 Worldcon in England. They trav-What is It In Space Age Russiafi®63) and
eled there with 53 friends and in-laws on aVhat Is It In Elementary Russiafi965).
specially chartered flight. Although not a fan, Margaret Vartanoff
A memorial service will be held in the encouraged her daughters to read, and a
spring. In lieu of flowers, contributions in her lowed her teenage daughters Ellen and Ireng
name can be made to Trinity Church, 8 Mapleo attend sf and comics conventions from the
Street, Potsdam NY 13676-1181. 1960s onward. Margaret Vartanoff accompa-
nied her daughter Ellen to the 1987 World- ¥

Margaret Vartanoff con, but spent her time sightseeing while g

By Martin Morse Wooster: Margaret Ellen Ellen went to the convention.”
Vartanoff, mother of fans Irene and Ellen A funeral service was held on November

Vartanoff, grandmother of Trevor Vartanoff, 20 & St. Mary Magdalene Episcopal Church
and mother-in-law of Scott Edelman, died o Silver Spring. About 20 fans were in the
November 13, one day before her 96th birthaUd,'ence: and another half-dozen were in thd
day. Her Rockville, Maryland home hosted®O!"- _
many meetings of the Potomac River Science Ann Cecill
Fiction Society and the Washington branche#énn Cecil died January 11 of cancer. She co
of the Mythopoeic Society and Burroughsfounded the Pittsburgh sf club PARSEC and
Bibliophiles over the past 20 years. remained active into 2010, holding office and
She was born in Chicago as Margarelieading discussions at meetings. She was 7%
Brown in 1914. Her daughter Irene recalled Ann was revered for her participation inRuth Kyle in 2010.
that as a teenager Margaret was so smart thidte Alpha SF/F/H Workshop for Young Writ-
she took class notes in French to keep frorars, affiliated with the club’s annual conven- .
being bored. She kept learning for most ofion, Confluence, that she also helped€acher of future doctors and nurses at his
her life. “Before the Internet, there was myfound. Writer Dave Kirtley, part of the Alpha University, and also the general public as host
mother,” her daughter Irene recalled. “Shestaff, said about her, “She was well-practicef @ Program for school-age children called
was my own family’s own Wikipedia.” at evaluating writing, as she owned a massive U" With Chemistry” on a local Chicago
After she was graduated from the Universcience fiction library and would write notesStation, then as moderator of a regional
sity of Chicago, Margaret Brown went toin each book analyzing its strengths anqveekly series for CBS called “Science
Washington, where she worked for the Armyweaknesses. A lot of author friends knew thisUnlimited,” interviewing scientists and dis-
Map Service. Her supervisor was Michaeland when they visited her home they wouldPUSSing the latest discoveries.
have to decide whether they
dared take a peek at their Bob Null
own books and learn what One of the most popular and hardworking
she thought of them.” active members of the Los Angeles Science
Fantasy Society, Bob Null, passed away June
Ray Mariella 23 after a long fight against cancer. He was
o O er o b Bob first walked into the club in 1979 and
Philadelphia Science Fiction in the foIIovying deqades serveql 20 terms as
Society, passed away March the clubis V|c¢-pres!dent — no sinecure, put a
17 reports the P.S.F.S. demanding job with responsibilities like
News opening and closing the clubhouse at all
Mariela and Milton hours several days each week, and shepherd-
Rothman formed the elev- N9 & myriad of club property.
enth chapter of the Science . BOb served many terms on the LASFS
Fiction League in 1934. The Boqrd of Directors, too, and made himself
following year they com- indispensable to local conventions, Isuch as
bined with the stronger the. qlub’s annqal Loscon. His mastery of
Boy's SF Club, of which logistics was universally acknowledged. Eve-
Robert A. Madle was a 'Yone refgrred to his assignment as “the Bob
member, and adopted a newNU!l position.” , ,
name — the Philadelphia SF | One of my memories of Bob is when we
Society. introduced .the L.A.con Il s.taff during a gen-
Mariella enjoyed a dis- eral committee meeting with lots of oyt-of-
tinguished career at Loyola towners present. qu Null got the biggest
University of Chicago round of applause. His work was respected by
where he chaired the Chem-fans everywhere.
istry Department and later T.he folks_at the annual Doctor W_ho con-
served as Dean of GraduateVention, Gallifrey One, went into detail about
Schools. He was a gifted his contributions. “[Bob] has been an impor-
tant part of Gallifrey One since our founda-

Ruth and Dave Kyle on honeymoon in 1957.
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tastic Literature: A Bibliog-

raphy of Fantasy, Weird and
Science Fiction Books Pub-
lished in the English Lan-
guage.Shasta Publishers
issued it in 1948 with a dra-
matic cover by artist Hannes
Bok. Harry Warner Jr. said in
his fanhistoryAll Our Yester-

daysthat in the eyes of his
contemporaries,  “...[T]his

was found to be a first-rate
accomplishment: a listing of
more than 5,000 titles, well-
indexed, with essays by Kor-
shak and Bleiler on relevant
subjects. Ackerman called it
‘the single greatest contribu-
tion ever made to the field of
fantasy enjoyment.”

Seventy people helped
assemble the information,
(Left) Celtic scholar Alexei Kondratiev. (Right) George Brickner, aka Dupa T. Par- beginning by listing the hold-
ings of major collections and
tion. Bob made certain our supply truck waswho spent his life mastering its intricacies,later consulting the Library of Congress and
ordered, supervised its loading and unloadyet (here’s the exceptional part) just as will-the British Museum. Shasta printed 2,000
ing, and provided material managementng to hear about your scholarly passions asopies and charged $6.00 — a princely sum

throughout the convention. He purchasedhe was willing to share his own. in 1948.
supplies for the Con Suite, organized our If 1940s fans were the people best-
office equipment, supervised the loading and George Brickner equipped to appreciate the magnitude of this

unloading of our TARDIS, and verified the Chicago-area fan George Brickner, 58, diedProject, they also were the people most likely
usability of equipment such as our art showgyember 5. While the cause of death hato hitpick the result. Warner himself wrote
displays and main stage pipe & drape.” yet to be reported, he blogged in April 2oogthat the 5,000-title figure included some
LASFS has a tradition of honoring sub-pat he had been diagnosed with prostatg’OOkS of whimsy or way-out humor rather
stantial donors as Patron Saints, one or W ncar and wrote often about his treatmeri@n genuine fantasy.”
each week. Bob is celebrated at the 19th.4 health. He had some major credits as an editor
meeting of each year. Of course, he'll be  Aj5g known as Dupa T. Parrot, Georgebefore going into a corporate publishing
remembered every time a truckload of equiPya5 one of the most amusing and populafareer. With T.E. Ditky he edited the first
ment is sent off to a con or anyone works Ofnempers of Compuserve’s Science Fictiorfnual Year's Best anthology seri€Bhe
the club archives— in fact, just about every,.,ms where | got to know him in the mid- Best Science Fiction Storiegppeared annu-

time the key turns in the clubhouse lock. 1990s. ally from 1949-54. Later in his career, he
_ _ A devoted cat owner, George was activ@roduced two massive refergnce bodks:
Alexei Kondratiev online inThe Pets Forumand through that | he Early Year¢1990) andSF: The Gerns-

Celtic scholar, linguist and long-time mem-message board friends learned of his passin§2cK Year¢1998). )
ber of the Mythopoeic Society, Alexei Police had called a member listed in_ |nen. Bleiler worked at Dover Publica-
Kondratiev died May 27 at the age of 61 of aGeorge's cell phone as they attempted tgons from 1955 to 1977, becoming executive

heart attack. notify relatives. vice pre’sident, and after that at Charles
Alexei was born in New York to a French Scribner’s Sons until 1986. ,
mother and a Russian father. Raised in rural Everett Bleiler Michael Dirda in a post owashington-

post.comcompared Bleiler to the late Martin

France near the site of ancient Celtic reggreyt Bleiler, compiler of the monumental Gargner and called him a polymath.

mains, he was inspired to learn the Irish lanchecklist of Fantastic Literaturedied June
guage, first from books he found in I|brar|es,13 at the age of 90.

then by living in the Aran Islands among ™~ ccasionally the death announcement of a Joy K. Sanderson

native speakers. major historical figure in the sf community Joy K. Sanderson, 87, an actifan on both
For the past 25 years he taught Irish 'a’brings with it the implicit surprise that the sides of the Atlantic since the 1950s, widow

guage at the Irish Arts Centre in New Yor person has been alive all along despite ha®f Sandy Sanderson and Vincent Clarke,

as well as courses on Celtic mythology, earl;rng made no news for years. At least that’éjied April 22. She was last known to reside

Celtic Christianity, and the history of Celtic how | reacted to reading that Bleiler ;’)asseén Oakdale, NY.

traditional music. He authoredhe Apple away. | never met him. | heard his name “After Joy and Sandy Sanderson moved

Branch: A Path to Celtic RitualHe was reverently mentioned in many fannish Con_from England to the U.S. in the early 1960s,”

scholar guest of honor at the 2002 Mythcon,qrsations up by “completist” collectors whoAndrew Porter wrote online, “they came to

in Boulder. found hisCheckiistinvaluable and aspired to SOMe science fiction fan meetings in the New
| always felt Alexei was a prototypical 5, everything it listed. York City area. They also attended the 1963
Mythopeoic Society member — someone The il title wasThe Checklist of Fan- World SF Convention in Washington, DC,

fascinated by a linguistic and literary subject over Labor Day weekend, getting there on
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Sandy’'s motorbike, all the way down theties over the years, among them NESFAwhen difficulties broke out Len would be the
New Jersey Turnpike! | had fallen out of (Boston), Minneapolis, New York fandom peacemaker.
touch with them after that, until Joy resur-(residing at the Avocado Pit), and the LASFS During the program Barry and Lee Gold

faced following the death of Sandy.” (which she joined in 1978). led everyone in singing a filk song written by
She is survived by Joshua, her son withen Moffatt, “The Old Fannish Trail.” (Sung
In Passing Rick Sternbach, and other family. to the tune “The Old Chisolm Trail"). The

Leading Portland fadohn Andrews passed verses (?ontain many in-references, explained

away April 9 at the age of 58. He contended Maclntyre Death Confirmed by Len in a page of footnotes added to the

with muscular dystrophy for many years.After a long delay authorities formally identi- IYric sheet. One of the more self-explanatory

Andrews assisted the rebirth of Portland fanfied F. Gwynplaine Maclntyre as the man'€2ds:

dom in the 1970s. He was treasurer of theho burned to death in a Brooklyn apartment ~ YOU can blame Claude Degler

Portland Science Fiction Society and personen June 25. The circumstances of his death FOr the Superfanplan

ally fronted the money for the first OryCon in and mysteries surrounding his life and iden- And you can blame “sci-fi

1979. tity attracted the attention of a New York On the Ackerman o ,
Timeswriter. His profile of the author con- 1€ Golds also led us in singing Lee’s

Joanne Siegelthe widow of Superman co- trasted Maclntyre’s acceptance as a writeCOMPosition about t:eloved LASFSians who

creator Jerry Siegel and inspiration for theand by online communities, with his everyday@ve passed.away’,' When the (Patron) Saints

Lois Lane character, passed away Februatife as a pariah in his apartment building.COMe Marching In” (to the obvious tune). In

14 at age 93 repor@omics Beat Andrew Porter was interviewed, resulting in a}l;ASFS lore “patron saints” are members who
mention ofFile 770in theTimes “It was the have contributed a significant amount

R. Lance Christie died November 4, reports bizarro death of a man who lived a bizarrgoriginally $500) to the club building fund.

David Klaus: “I dont know the circum- life,’ said Andrew Porter, a Brooklyn writer The first verse goes:

stances but | presume it was the pancreatisho was among the first to announce Mr. ON. whenwe're at the LASFS Club

cancer which he had been living with thatMacintyre’s demise, on the sci-fi fan blog ~ 1here are people we don't see.

finally overwhelmed him.” File 770.‘What was his real name? Where But Death did not Release them.

Lance and Oberon Zell-Ravenhearwas he born? No one knows. Froggy was |N€Y are ours etemally
founded the Church of All Worlds on April 7, weird, and his death is just as weird.” — playing on LASFS’ rule that once a
1962 while both were students at Westminster member, always a member, because “Death
does not release you, even if you die.”

College in Fulton, Missouri. It was named Len Moffatt Memorial , :

; ; David Gerrold's tribute to Len, posted on
after the Church of All Worlds iStranger in - yore than 60 fans attended the LASFS' MEracebook while the memorial was Snder way
a Strange Landby Robert A. Heinlein. morial for Len Moffatt on Saturday, Januaryyas read aloud by Karl Lembke. '

22 at the clubhouse.
e fi Barbara Harmon remembered when she
Donald H. Tuck Australia's first Hugo June Moffatt and her daughter Catyynq her |ate husband, Jim, double-dated with

g;vard winner, died October 13 at the age Okonigsberg were there from the fam-|en and June
' , ) . ily. Charles Lee Jackson Il served as MC, j ne Moffétt who wore her Loscon pro-
Tuck's The Handbook of Science Fictioninyoducing participants.  Arlene — Satin, peller beanie to the event spoke briefly. 'Fl?hen
and Fantasywas awarded a Special HUgo| ASFS President, and Karl Lembke, Chair-jonn Hertz. also Wearin,g his beanie. was
Award In 1962, whileThe Encyclopedia of man of the Board, were among the club offi-called up to pose with her. Hertz smiled, “I
Science Fiction and Fantasyon both a 1979 ptop . ,

cers who spoke. can think of few people who | am happier to
World Fantasy Award and a 1984 HUgo Eq Green said, “Len Moffatt was by aNYpear a family resgmbrl)ance." PP

Award (for Volume Three). , measure a great man.” Milt Stevens, who met o the occasion Marty Cantor published a
Bruce Gillespie wrote, “Don did all the SF) o 4t the first LASFS meeting he attended Npecial collection of LensCalifania Tales
work he was known for while living [in Tas- 1960, when Milt was 17, noted that while pine autobiographical articles that originally

mania] and only later came to live in Mel'man fans aot into feuds over the vears. Le ) ;
bourne. He was officially Fan GoH at AUSSie'didn’)t/ _ hegwas laid back. Anothe)r, fan ’saidPan in Marty'sNo Award There was a free

con 1, but failed to turn up, and none of us
saw him again. We knew he lived in an outer

eastern suburb of Melbourne, and that he&Left) Alf van der Pooten. (Right) Lance Christie.
seemed to have lost all interest in SF.”

Alf van der Poorten, a Sydney fan, died
October 9 at the age of 68. He was most acg
tive in the 1960s/1970s. “He was at the first™
Syncon (beginning of 1970),” recalls Bruce |
Gillespie, “and was a particular friend of
Charlie Brown, who he had met during an &
overseas trip. Alf was one of a group who _
manned theLocustable at each of the 1975,
1985 and 1999 Worldcons.”

In mundane life van der Poorten was a
award-winning mathematician.

Asenath Katrina Hammond, 50, died No-
vember 22 at Cedars-Sinai hospital in LA. |
She was active in many stfnal communi-
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(Above) Mike Glicksohn. (Opposite page) Susan
Manchester. Both photos taken by Robert Sawyer at
a party he hosted in December 2008.

(The snow must have been a shock to one of my neighlhos,
a couple of days ago, was raking his lawn.)

Perhaps as many people attended Mike’'s memorial sevieg¢-
tended Susan’s and Mike’'s wedding. “He didn’'t want to invitey ve
many people to our wedding. ‘Who would come!?’ he asked. kedvit
200"

Mike attended church with Susan only at Christmas asteE
“Mike didn't ask for this” memorial celebration, Susandsdil am
not sure that he would like it very much.”

Rev. Kate Young confessed that she was not sure siid like
Mike when Susan invited her to their home for supper. She knew
Mike was an atheist, a math teacher, and a scienaenfictader. She
was nervous. Mike won her over quickly: “Can | get youiak®’

Mike was delighted that Susan attended church: Mike adiimine
for her faith: “Susan will say a prayer for you” Mike woutell
friends who were in a stressful situation.

Mike was a twinkly child. “I don't know anyone who twin#le
like Mike did,” Manning Glicksohn, Mike's older brother by 16
months, said.

Manning taught at Humberside Collegiate for sevegals, but
moved to another school before Mike started his long catetite
same school. Manning is tall and bald. His younger brothemeias
ther. One day a student delighted Mike by asking “Mr. Glicksdih,
you used to be bald and teach French?”

Love was a word spoken often during the memorial serMan-
ning said of his brother, “Mike had a deep belief in gty of love.
Mike embodied it.” Mike loved and helped others love. AlsoKki
really knew who he was and he refused to be anyone else.”

Mike Glicksohn was a model for young Robert SawyehbeRo
attended the same high school as did Mike, but 15 yearsNakers
name was on a varnished wood scholarship plaque. “I samahis
every day. | wanted to be a SF writer. And here was dargay my
neighbourhood who had won a Hugo.” (Torcon 2, 1973, Best Fan-
zine, for co-editing Energumen).

When Worldcon returned to Toronto (Torcon 3, 2003) Rabert
Sawyer won the Best Novel Hugo for Hiominids Rob explained
that in Hominids he needed a word for his Neanderthals to use de-
scribing the best qualities of humans. The word Rob creatsd wa

copy for everyone therdt's quite a well-designed zine. Len would Gliksin. “Mike was wonderfully pleased.”

have appreciated all the Rotsler cartoons adorning his wo
Glicksohn Memorial Service
By Murray Moore

[Murray reports on the memorial service was held for Mike amdi
23, 2011 at Windermere United Church in Toronto.]

Rob explained that inserting a reference to Mike im® of his
works was difficult because Rob is not a fantasy writehdd no-
where to put an overgrown hobbit.”

“People are mourning all over the world” becauseh Raid,
“Mike was world famous among SF readers. Australia, FraBee-
many, the United Kingdom, Japan, China, all over. Mikeched
people all over the world.”

An audience member said Mike was a curmudgeon about the
internet. But “When Mike was with you, he was with you 100 per

Susan Manchester and Mike Glicksohn, | am sure, enjoyed theent. He didn't need FaceBook.”

honeymoon, nearly 18 years ago, in a hotel in Wales. Menabers

tour group, | equally am confident, clearly remember Mikioagh
they and Mike were not formally introduced.

The newlyweds were informed that the group was arriging
a.m. The Singaporeans arrived. Noisily. “Jabbering” walseldide-
scription. Mike got out of their bed, opened their roodd®r, and,
holding a finger to his lips, said “Sssh.”

Susan, when Mike returned to bed: “That seemed to work.”

Mike to Susan: “Maybe the sight of a naked Caucadianked
them into it.”

“He was very hairy, you see,” Susan explainedcmiging “my

A Mike story. A young child at a meal clearly annountidthve
to go potty. | have to poop.” Mike put his hand on the childiad
and told the child “Thank you for sharing.”

Susan’s uncle praised Mike for giving his niece “thditghio
grow, room to do that. Mike accepted people as they are.”

A Mike story. Mike attended a Blue Jays game ldsted 22 in-
nings. Mike was one of the few who stayed in his seat temnieof
the 22nd inning. The television camera panned the seats totlsbow
mostly vacant seats. “Look at this man,” the announcdr ssaning
Mike. “When this game started, he was clean-shaven!”

Former students, said a former colleague of Mjkelsen they

amazing husband” to the family and friends attending her lage h met their teacher on the street, retired since 2006, draete“Hello

band’s memorial service on Wednesday evening.

Mr. Glicksohn. How are you?” The greetings were the kmair a

Many of the places in the pews of Windermere United &@hur man who did his job. And Michael certainly did his.” Also “| tigit

Susan’s church, were filled by people who, to attend, truttigedgh
the result of a late-winter day-long snowfall.

it was important that a student be taught for one class bylitle”
Mike was a strict but fair teacher. The very young btargf his
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great friend and fellow teacher, Mike Harper, decided Mikeme
was Honey after she heard one-too-many daily phone callsiky M
when he was courting Susan. The young Miss Harper and ghers o

called Mike ‘Honey’, Susan said, “but certainly not hisdents.”
Susan’s minister was pleased to see Mike in church:ltdked
like Jesus!” She admired the sense of humour and the couritige

which he met each setback. The progress/lack of progresslse-m

which Mike sent were both “hilarious” and “life-affirmirig.

When Mike was in St. Joseph’s Hospital Mike gave hisster a
straight line. Mike wanted to know if she thought his askamgave
the crucifix in his room covered would be offensive? “Notrte,” she
told him. “I'm not Catholic.”

“Of course he was a sweet man. He was a greaehlUddusan
said. “And he loved to play card games: trump games, pokemdt
sorry if you lost money to Mike. | benefited from it.”

“He was an incredible man, a beautiful man to so mayydear

husband. Not a day went by that we did not say | Love Yowath e

other. And what else is there to say?”

After the Piper Played
By Taral Wayne

| see that Murray has already reported on the Funeral antitleft
behind that | can add.

Worse, | hardly heard a word of the service. Madialmost ex-
actly at seven, in time to see the piper in his kilid lbearskin, skirling
“Amazing Grace.” Next thing | knew | was being seated pew next
to Shirley Meier. At the altar, a woman had begun to singrdamil-
iar solo. There was an unobtrusive prayer. Susan Manclsestae,
then Mike’s brother,
next, and finally Robert Sawyer. A number of other people paid t
last respects from an open mike passed around. Now andvtioeitd!
make out a tantalizing “Mike” or “atheist” or “avocadbut never
enough to piece together a coherent thought.

After the service | talked with Robert Sawyer abtig.t Being
familiar with my hearing loss, Rob was aware that | pbbpaeard
nothing of what he said. But he added that it was a weak, @niice
that most of the speakers were too far from it as.welguess that
made me feel a little better about missing what was etydarvery
humane and entertaining service.

So | filled the time by counting heads, instead. Thexe\800
seats, and most seemed filled. My estimate is thamndr@75 at-
tended, to whom | could put names to around 25. | recognifed a
other faces as well. It did seem as though everyone itothé fan-

Manning. Mike Harper took the microphon

D

Ay

measure. We got as much as 10 cm. or four inches in the spao
eight hour working day, which is outrageous at the end of Mait
was hard not to imagine some purpose behind this lasteniviater-
blast.

Fortunately, the snow ended sometime during the servide
house on Windermere was only three or four blocks away, theogh,
it's all too easy to imagine 200 people trying to squeezea modest
two-story brick building. There was actually a line & i out of the
cold. Once in, it was as tricky finding where to step thinailhg boots
and shoes as it would be to tiptoe through a well-planned elithefi
Once past the mountain of footgear, you came abruptly eticavgall
of humanity. There might not have been 200 people in that house, but

dom who might have attended, did. The other 250 | assune wéb is easy to believe.

friends of Mike’s, family, neighbors, and people he worketh.w
Some were, indeed, Mike's old students.

There was one thing you could always say about MikeCypouif
came on the party night. Mike and Susan laid out the bestytable

The service made no bones about Mike’'s atheism ancthhat can picture, with lox and bagels, fresh pastries of all kinoigkies,

prayers were to console Susan more than to ease histodle here-
after. It was not a secular ceremony, unless one cowngspér — and

fruit, cheese, crackers and, of course, beer and wineughhoover-
heard Susan to say, “We have a little food,” the rémepfter the

no Scot would consider the pipes as anything but a religiower-obsservice wasn no waysecond place to a MikeCon. | have a weakness

vance. (I wonder who among us was Scottish?) Prayees caded

for such spreads. | tend to make a pig of myself, but simaecly

and hymns sung. Those of us who don't attend church learn ta follbave such delicacies at home, | can’t resist having oneeoftling.

the crowd and lip synch. Yet if it was a religious funeitalyas far
from stolid or grim. As Murray took great pains to mhrce, the
eulogies were sprinkled with humour and anecdotes that gjiedh
a man with a very positive outlook on life.

However, Murray was forced to return home righeratfte service,
and missed the reception afterward. | don't think he wasffahe
mark for how many turned up Mike and Susan’s home.

I should mention that the snowstorm that day was otieeofvorst
experienced in Toronto this winter, and was clearly much iatdre
year than is normal. Weather Canada warned us to expectuy
cm. — about two inches to those of you who still use #raeerican”

Maybe two of those. More of something else. And thereplenty to
go around. | probably had a spot more wine than as good ftwane
By the end of the evening | was feeling just fuzzy enoughl thrzew |
had to stop.

There was, after all, the long arduous trip homensider.

The house looked a little smaller than | rememberebuit that
might have been because of the crush of people. | belimasieven
more crowded than MikeCons had ever been. Could anyone actually
be this well-liked by so many people, | wondered? I'd feel luitky
anyone found an old cardboard carton to put me in, and if spiee
turned up to see the box taped shut. In a way, too, | eliegohony
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being there, seething with ambivalent feelings. But despy ability
to find the wrong motives behind anything | do, | was gladdl dhex
cided to heed the invitation. There were people present wadn't
seen or spoken to in literally decades. As well, tHe-igparted air of
the service continued through the reception. There were nk bla
veils or floral wreaths, but plenty of warm, humorouswarsations.
Many were about Mike, but as many about the use of Photdshop
imitate oil painting, populawers libre Edwardian architectural de-
tails, Kinder Surprises blue cheeses, and when the next issue of Coli
Hinz's fanzine was coming out. Just out of earshot Ifeand Lloyd
Penney discuss details of a Glicksohn scholarship with DavideWa
There was even a debate over whether it was better th@tiain the
cold on the verandah than endure the crush inside, but it waty a
short debate as the cons quickly won their point.

Over it all presided Susan, who was warm, open and lyi¢od
all.

You just wished it had been merely a MikeCon of ydberring a
momentary lull, shortly before | left, | asked Susan a guesthad At the 1987 Worldcon, L-to-R: Ken Bulmer, Ethel
been dreading to bring up. The best way | was able to patsit“l  Lindsay, ?, George “Lan” Laskowski, Pat Virzi, Mike
know this is too soon to ask, but I doubt I'll have opportuititypeak  Glicksohn. By Andrew Porter.
with you again for some time. | wonder if you have madeange-
ments to donate Mike’s fanzines to the Merril Collectiorthat Li-
brary?” | needn’'t have worried. She wasn't offended. &, far-
rangementsverebeing made.

It was too bad there was no whiskey. Perhaps it nhigie
flowed for me if | had asked, but none was served opeXithough |
despise the vile taste of the stuff, | would liked to havstéd one in
Mike’s honour.

LA Throws Week-Long Celebration
of Ray Bradbury’s 90th Birthday

Ray Bradbury’s hometown of Los Angeles threw a 7-day celebrat
to honor his 90th birthday. The Los Angeles City Council vaied
resolution proclaiming Ray Bradbury Week in Los Angelesyust

22-28, 2010. Steven Paul Leiva deserves a great deal of foedi . - i
engineering these festivities. (Above) Proclaiming Birthday Week: Cynthia Shor,

Here are some of the key events from that week: Whiters director of the Walt Whitman Association; Steven Paul
Guild Foundation hosted a Ray Bradbury Exhibit. The Diversity De-Leiva; Eric Garcetti, President of the Los Angeles City
partment of the Writers Guild of America, West presertestaged  Council; Ray Bradbury. Planetary Society reps hold a
reading of Ray Bradbury's one-act play, “The Better Bawisdom” birthday card (Below) On stage: Hugh Hefner,
which Leiva directed. Charles Boucher of L.A. Times, Ray and Richard

The Playboy Foundation screerfhrenheit 451 preceded by a  Stayton of Written By magazine.
discussion with Ray Bradbury and Hugh Hefner, moderated by Les
AngelesTimesreporter andHero Complexblogger Geoff Boucher.
John King Tarpinian attended: “Among the things said by Hes w
how grateful he was to have met Ray at the right timeoth their
lives. How Ray introduced him to Charles Beaumont whichltezbu
in The Crooked Mabeing the first piece of fiction publishedRtay-
boy.”

The Los Angeles Public Library's Richard J. Rior@entral Li-
brary hosted a screening e Wonderful Ice Cream Suftarpinian
was there, too, gaining insights about the performerse“of Joe
Mantegna's first paying acting jobs was for Chicago'ssAimgThea-
tre Company's production of Ice Cream Suit...which was Frayur
Abraham'sfirst paying acting gig as the tailor. Stuart Gordon, bes
known for the cult classi®®e-Animator and Joe entertained the audi-
ence about stories about filming the movie. They saidvthan Sid
Caesar was on the set filming each take was differerfuander than
the one before...the crew was laughing so hard that theythe ones
ruining the shot.”
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> note that Nick also mentioned Singaporeyou're keeping track). Needless to say, the
Taklng Hugos Home’ while my post mentions Bangkok. You maydemand was unbelievable, reaching a peak of

Then and Now want to Google the Australian term ‘larrikin.’ 403,000 page requests per minute and a total

You don’t need to be told how different air- Alternatively you may just want to kick of more than 35 million total page requests
port security is today from what it used to beNick’s butt next time you see him.” throughout the day.”
Controversies about that subject are con- Larrikinism | now know, is the name An interesting contrast to the Comic-Con
stantly in the news. But my jaw droppedgiven to “the Australian folk tradition of ir- ticket story is what happened the first day that
when | read about the problems Cheryl Mor+everence, mockery of authority and disregarthe 2011 Worldcon accepted online hotel
gan had trying to take her Hugo home fronfor rigid norms of propriety.” One might say reservations.
Aussiecon 4. She really experienced somdarrikin is the mundane Australians’ word for ~ Renovation’s hotels the Atlantis, Pepper-
thing | only vaguely worried about when | “faanish humor.” mill and Courtyard by Marriott began taking
flew home with a Hugo from another Aussie- One last note: The Aussiecon 4 committeenline reservations on January 18. The Atlan-
con 25 years ago. offered to have the Hugos shipped and almodis is the designated party hotel and it's the

| transported my Hugo to the plane in aalf the winners accepted, whether to avoidlosest to the convention center, to which it's
carry-on bag after deciding it would be safeisecurity hassles or just yielding to the coninked by an air-conditioned sky bridge.
there than in my suitcase. In 1985 securityenience. Doubtless these attributes are the why fans
checkers inspected passenger carry-ons with reserved every available room in the Atlantis
an x-ray machine at the entrance to the boa~~ on the first day.

ing lounge. | knew a hunk of solid mete
shaped like a mortar round would show
quite spectacularly so | went through the lir
rehearsing an explanation for the guard ab
my “literary award.” But | need not have
bothered, and my pride suffered a little whe
he looked up and said, “Oh, you've got one
these too.” The guard had already checked
Charlie Brown with his Hugo fotocusand
Fred Pohl with the Hugo he’'d accepted fi
Jack Williamson.

Today's scanners display an even mc
impressive image of the Hugo. Unfortunatel
the guards are not in the least jolly about it.

Cheryl Morgan had a horrible experient
trying to depart Australia with a Hugo packe
in her checked luggage. She wrote onlir
“Firstly the check-in lady did not pass m
comments about the Hugo in the bag on
security (the Thai Airways staff admitted t
this). Secondly, having found the Hug
(which | must say lights up magnificently ol
the scans — | saw a print-out), the secur
people did not check with the airline, they

When that happened a few fans felt the
committee deserved criticism, yet it's hard to
pin down what they ought to be blamed for.
Quite unlike Comic-Con’s situation, fans
wanting to reserve a room for the World-
con seemed to have no trouble getting
through to request reservations. And | person-
ally think that was the story. No system crash.
Information readily available. Either people
were able to make reservations where they
wanted, or they immediately found out their
first choice was unavailable and they needed
to pick an alternative.

That's an infinitely better situation than
the days of paper forms when it'd be weeks
before you found out whether the tourist bu-
reau had put you in your first choice or some-
where else. (That's right! When | was your
age we didn’'t have the internet, we had to
walk 20 miles through the snow to...)
And rooms are still available at the other
official Worldcon hotels.

However, all the Comic-Con tickets are
gone. Honestly, beneath the media’s surface

called the police. And the police, having got Sold Out! treatment of this as a pop culture consumer

involved, were determined to treat the wholerhis is the internet of our discontent. crisis the stories really seemed to be a coded

incident as a potential terrorist threat.” All of  Fans complain when an e-commerce siteelebration of Comic-Con’s commercial

which added up to a nightmare. crashes and keeps them from making a gdrowess.So many people want tickets they
Cheryl was finally turned loose and madesired purchase. broke the computer!

her flight in spite of everything. She wrote They also complain when a site works Surely Comic-Con’s organize{rs must be

afterwards, “Thankfully all my fears came toith perfect efficiency. delighted when news coverage increases the

naught, and the suitcase and Hugo arrived There ain't no justice! pressure felt by the City of San Diego to do

safely at baggage claim in Heathrow.” Tickets to San Diego’s Comic-Con Inter-Whatever it takes to keep the event in town
It may not always be true that all's wellpational 2011 sold out in seven hours lasfor the long term. Because overshadow-

that ends well, but as Cheryl and her HugGsaturday, February 5. Internet and TV newdd last weekend's ~story about frustrated

reached England together it's a little lessyytiets made breathless reports that the ovelicket customersis the fact that an enormous

problematic that word of Cheryl's predica- whelming demand crashed the online ticketfumber of people do have tickets and will be

ment spread until someone allegedly CONing system three times. Fans vented theigoming in July to enrich the local economy.

tacted Australian artist Nick Stathopoulos.frystration about repeatedly getting “Over

asking if the designer of this year's HUgocapacity” error messages.

base could make a replacement. He told his Ticket Leap reached out with technical

Facebook friends, “Cheryl Morgan's Hugo explanations about why their system was not o

Award may have been blown up at Singaporgrepared for the unprecedented strain: “In :

airport....” | swallowed the hook long enough 200g, [Comic-Con] sold out after 6
to e-mail Cheryl and ask if she’d subseionths. In 2010, it sold out in 2 months. On
quently discovered damage to her Hugo.  saturday, Comic-Con International 2011 sold

Cheryl cleared things up directly. “You'll oyt jn 7 HOURS (200x faster than last year if
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PN NOR |

ZFTARAL WAYNE

1 @: Which Worldcons were held from 1942 to
1945?
A: None.

2 @Q: What fanzine was published “whenever a
zombie awakens?”
A: Bob Tucker’s Le Zombie.

3 @ “Ackermanese” was what?

A: An unsystematic style of skiffy-looking
abbreviations, like “sci-fi”, and phonetic spelling
invented by “4E” Ackerman for his fanzines, and
used practically only by Forry. Unfortunately, he
successfully introduced the odious “sci-fi” to Holly
wood, whose luminati took to it like morons to
drool.

4 @Q: What fanzine did Ed Wood throw away,
unopened. Why was this ironic?

A: He didn't like fannish zines, and when he
threw away Hyphen he never knew he threw out
some first rate sercon.

5 @: What are the favorite fannish beverages
of Ted White, Moshe Feder and Joyce Katz?
A: Pepsi. Coke. And Tab, respectively.

6 @: Many fanartists have adopted names,
pseudonyms, or pen names. Name three along
with their “real” names. Initials or abbreviations
don’t count.

A: Atom, Mori, Teddy Harvia, Freff, Bjo Trimble,
Leslie Perri, Pat Patterson, Taral... et al.

7
A:

Q: Finish this sentence: “Yngvi is a
“Louse”

Scene 7

THE ONLY GAMESHOW
IN TOWN

150 Questions for the trufan

Encore of the Fannish Trivia Quiz
Compiled for Ditto 1 by Taral Wayne
File 770 Edition

8 @: Which fannish divinity holds the colour
purple holy? Why?

A: GhuGhu, the god of hectographed fanzines.
He marks his devotees with purple stains on their
fingertips, transferred from the dyes on the
masters.

Q: Who originally edited Locus?
A: Ed Meskys, Dave Vanderwerf, and
Charlie Brown.

9

10 @: Who published these zines —
Beabohema, Oopsla, and Grue?

A: Frank Lunney, Gregg Calkins, and Dean
Grennell.

11 @: What are “Soggies™?
A: Humorous cartoon characters drawn by Terry
Jeeves for Eric Bentcliffe.

12 Q: What happened in Room 7707

A: A terrific party, at the 1951 Nolacon. The bed
fell in.

13 @: What apa was Dave Langford

blackballed from at the height of his popularity,
because he was an “unknown”?

A: Oasis, 1979. One suspects too, that a certain
bias against the member who proposed him also
played a hand.

14 @: The World’s Fair SF Convention was
also known as?

A: NyCon, the first Worldcon. At the time, no
one suspected several more NyCons, or scores
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more Worldcons, would follow.

15 @:
come from?
A: Wrong! Not the Walt Kelly character, but Patti
Gray. In Esperanto the initials P.G. are pronounced
“Po Go”. She was a cousin to “Morojo”.

Who is “Pogo”, and where does the name

16 @Q: “AgBerg’is who?
A: SilverBob, or Robert Silverberg, of course.

17 @: Name the four consecutive editors of
Canadian Fandom, (aka CanFan).

A: Beak Taylor, Ned McKeown, Gerald Steward,
and Bill Grant

18 @
friend?
A: Defend him in a way that unintentionally
proves him guilty, or worse. Also to defend a friend
in a way they rather you hadn’t. The expression
comes from Les Gerber, who was very much in the
habit.

How do you “Gerberize” your best

19 @: The title of this fannish autobiography
was “Ah, Sweet ------ “

A: “Idiocy!” The “idiot” was Francis Towner
Laney who wrote this autobiographical piece about
LASFS in 1948, in many ways revealing as much
about himself as the foibles of the Los Angeles club.

20 @ The opposite of a “sercon” fan is?

A: A “voldesfan,” from “violent and destructive,”
coined by Boyd Raeburn. It's doubtful anyone ever
actually employed the word other than in jest.

21 @: Which fannish teams published the
zines Hot Shit, Swoon, Blat, Fanac, Raffles,
Retribution, or Energumen?

A: Calvin Demmon & John D. Berry, Arnie Katz
& Joyce Katz, Ted White & Dan Steffan, Terry Carr
& Ron Ellik, Stu Shiffman & Larry Carmody, John
Berry & Atom, Mike Glicksohn & Susan Wood

22 @: "AWoman's Apa, formed on a
suggestion of Susan Wood's, originally had male
and female members. T or F?"

A: True. The original members were both
genders. Some male members left voluntarily when
complaints rose against them, but a vote held some
dozen mailings later expelled them entirely. This
led to the creation of Mixed Company, and the
resignation of Victoria Vayne, one of AWA's
founders."

23 Q:
from what?

If you have “fallen armpits” you suffer

A: Twonk’s Disease!

24 @Q: “Shazbot” was a fannish expletive used
by early MSFS (Minneapolis SF Society) clubzines —
True or False?

A: False. (Mork from Ork was a member of
LASFS, wasn'’t he?)

25 Q: What was the first fanzine to win a
Hugo?

A: The Fantasy Times, edited by James Taurasi,
in 1955

26 Q: Who was “Alpajpuri’?
A: Paul Novitski, “Paj” was supposed to be a
Persian name.

27 3: A “Queebshot” is the same as a “one-
off” — True or False?

A: True, more or less, though I'm not
sure that the inventors of the “Quebec One-Shot” -
Boyd Raeburn, Norm and Gina Clarke — would
entirely agree. Each Queebshot was unrelated to the
one before.

28 Q: Who are WAW, FTL, DAW?
A: Walter A. Willis, Francis Towner Laney, and
Donald A. Wollheim.

29 Q: Who prevents your stencil stylus from
rolling off the table?
A: The benign intervention of Roscoe.

30 @:

Name three major brands of
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mimeograph machine

A: Gestetner, A.B. Dick, Rex Rotary, Roneo...
there were others, but most fans used one of these
stencil duplicating devices originally invented by
Edison.

31 Q: Name some fans who have the same
names as common Detroit products. (There can’t
be very many.)

A: (Gertrude) G.M. Carr, Joan Carr, Terry Carr,
Don Ford, Bob Tucker...

32 Q: Whatis an “LMJ”?
A: A “Loud Mouthed Jackass”, thanks to Bob
Tucker who coined it.

33 Q: Who founded FAPA in 1937?

A: Donald A. Wollheim. (Technically John Michel
is credited as well, but as he was never a member,
no extra points.)

34 Q: Complete this phrase: “It's a ----- and -
————— thing to be a fan”

A: “Proud” and “lonely”. This was before Star
Trek, Star Wars, Star Gate, etc.

35 Q: Who wore the first propeller beanie at
a convention?

A: George Young and Art Rapp, who borrowed it
from George, at Torcon in 1948. The propeller
beanie had been used in Ray Nelson’s cartoons as
the symbol of a zealous fan for at least a year

before anyone thought of wearing one.

36 Q: Whose column was “The Call of the
Klutz"?

A: Linda Bushyager, with good reason. Never
mind the fake Willis Death Hoax... Ask her about
the Disclave where she tumbled down an
embankment on the way to lunch and broke her
leg.

37 Q: Ifyou had some “crottled greeps,” you
would most likely do what with them?

A: Eat them... but in fact nobody is entirely sure
what they are.

If you didn’t want crottled greeps, “--- -

A: “Why did you order them?”

39 @: Joan Carr was a Big Name Femme
Fan, but who was she really?
A:  While fandom believed in Sgt. Joan Carr and
her fanzine, Femizine, in reality “she” was Sandy
Sanderson, a clever twiltone imitation.

40 @
fan?

A: A “Boring Old Fart”. Coined by rich brown,
who cheerfully admitted he was one. As are more
and more of us as time goes by...

A “BOF” is what sort of commonplace

41 @Q: During the 70’s and 80’s British
fanwriters were known for their KTF reviews. What
does KTF stand for, and who coined it?

A: “Kill The Fucker”, kudos to Joseph Nicholas.

42 Q;
Crew, -- --- ‘
A: “In’52.” Not to be confused with “Snog and
Blog in the Fog,” in 1957, or “WAW with the Crew
in ‘62”, the 10t. anniversary fund.

How’s this go again? “WAW with the

43 @: What do David Thayer, Teddy Harvia,
and Miranda Thompson have in common?

A: The same body. They're all one Texas
fanartist.

44 @: Whatis an “interlino?

A: A quote completely out of context, dropped
into the text as a break. Not the same as a
“dropped heading” or “sidebar” in slick magazines
or newspapers, which are lifted from the text and
blown up to catch the eye.

45 @
fan?

“Carl Brandon” was really which other
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A: Mostly Terry Carr, also Dave Rike, Ron Ellik,
and Pete Graham.

46 Q: Demonstrate “The Secret Handshake of
Fandom” — but not on me!

A: Grab someone’s balls and squee-ee-ee-ze. Ro
Nagey thought this one up to scare mundanes out
of con parties.

47 @Q: FAPA was the first fan amateur
publishing association — what was second?

A: VAPA - the Vanguard Amateur Publishing
Association. SAPS was third.

48 @Q: Bill Harry was a minor British fan, but
a major figure where?

A: In Beatles fandom. He was in school with
John Lennon, and later published an important
Beatles fanzine. Reputedly, Ringo Star attended the
Liverpool SF Group (likely as Richard Starkey).

49 @: What's the missing word in, “It's ------
fault?”

A: “Eney’s”, meaning Richard Eney, from a line
in every issue of his fanzine.

50 @: A “quiver”is what?

A: You're thinking of quire, which is 500 sheets of
paper. A quiver is a multiple cover on Quip. Arnie
Katz and Lenny Bailes borrowed the idea from Void.
But with the slight difference that the covers on
Void were introductions leading into the issue, and
Quip’s were merely covers.

51 @: We know we came first — we invented
the word “fanzine”. But which of us did in fact
introduce “fanzine” to the world?

A: Louis Russell Chauvenet, in his October 1940
issue of Detours, replacing

Who were they?
A: Bill Mallardi And Bill Bowers, of course!)

54 @: What did The Flying Karamazov
Brothers do at conventions?

A: Juggle — almost anything except typically
overweight fans.

55 @: What was the significance of “India Pale
Ale” in Canadian fandom?

A: It was the favourite brew of the Boy Wonder,
Mike Glicksohn, before he discovered whiskey.

56 @Q; Walt Liebscher’s fanzine was named
Chanticleer, after “The Rooster ---- ---- --- ---- “
A: “That wore red pants.”

57 @: Who is “Father William?”
A: Bill Bowers, aka “William’s Penn.”

58 @: Name any five Futurians who went on
to have careers writing or editing SF.

A: Fredrik Pohl, Donald Wollheim, Isaac Asimov,
Cyril Kornbluth, Damon Knight, Judith Merril,
R.A\W. Lowndes...

59 @: What is the meaning of the word
“faunch”? Use it correctly in a sentence.

A: To want something so bad you lust after it.
i.e. “He faunched for a Hugo.”

60 @Q: Who was known as “Juffus?”
A: Jack Speer, from his initials, J.F.S.

61 @Q: Who are BoSh, MiG, and LeeH?
A: Bob Shaw, Mike Glicksohn, and Lee Hoffman.

62 Q: It was said that when Damon Knight

“fanmag”.

52 @: What author wrote
Seduction of the Innocent in
1954 -- and caused something of
a sensation in fandom when he
announced he was writing a book
on our microcosm.

A: Frederic Wertham, and
the book he eventually wrote,
“The World of Fanzines,” had
nothing but good to say of us.
(Insofar as he could tell us apart
from comics or other fans, which
wasn’t far at all.)

53 @: Double:Bill was
published by two Bills, naturally.

“THE LAST cHEERLEAMER
FROM MY 1o BAYS
ST BecAms A GRAND-

e VOTHER Y
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founded SFWA, he was repeating an earlier
mistake: what was it?

A: He wrote an article years before, that
suggested the foundation of the N3F.

63 Q: “Jim Beam’s” is Kentucky whiskey,
and “smoooooooth”. But Bob Tucker was not first
to say so. Who was?

A: Red Skelton, in a famous blackout
routine about a pitch man getting drunk as he sold
his wares, imitated much later by Lucille Ball on “I
Love Lucy”.

64 @Q; Who discovered “the magic mimeo is
the one with the true fan at the handle?”

A: Jophan, as told by Bob Shaw and Walt Willis
in the Enchanted Duplicator.

65 @Q: “What noted female science fiction writer
once said that women couldn’t write science
fiction?”

A: Believe it or not, it was Marion Zimmer
Bradley who made that claim in a 1950’s fanzine.

66 @Q; Identify this series, “I, II, III, IV, V, 6, 7,
8, 8.5, 8.75, 3.1, 3.2, 3.3, 3.4, 3.5,15...

A: Issues of Outworlds in the order they were
published.

67 @Q: The symptoms of Nydahl's disease are?
A: Strictly speaking, a burn-out caused by a
last, gargantuan issue. Named after Joe Nydahl,
who published a 100+ page issue and promptly

gafiated. Commonly described, though, as growing
size of issues in inverse relationship to their
frequency, leading to a final blockbuster issue and
burnout.

68 @Q: What LA fan invented the plural of fan,
“fen”, by analogy with German.
A: Phil Bronson.

69 @Q: What's left on a page after you've read
it?

A: Eye tracks. (Arnie Katz suggests “nose
tracks” for the nearsighted.)

70 @Q: Who wrote the column “The Glass
Bushel?”

A: Bob Shaw - BoSh - author of the “Slow
Glass” stories.

71 @Q: For a brief while, Ted White edited a
slick magazine and supplemented the

reprinted European material with content by fans
such as Lou Stathis, Dan Steffan, and rich brown.
Name the magazine.

A: Heavy Metal (nee Metal Hurlant.)

72 @: What do the two fanzine cons “Corflu”
and “Ditto” owe their names to?

A: “Corflu” is correction fluid, used to
type over mistakes on a wax mimeo stencil. “Ditto”
is a brand of spirit duplicator used for printing
fanzines.

73 @
—

A: Bob Tucker.

“Hoy Ping Pong” as also known as --- --

74 Q: A tower of what, stacked carefully one
on top of the other, might reach the

moon?

A: Beer cans - but Canadian cans might be
advisable in place of the structurally flimsy
American kind, or you’d even never reach orbit.
(Try John Belushi’s trick of crushing an empty can
of Molson’s or LaBatt’s on your forehead only if you
want a concussion. American cans are so thin I
used to tear them in half to freak people out.)

75 @: Who was the first TAFF winner?

A: Walt Willis, was the subject of the first fan
fund in 1952, but TAFF didn’t come into being
until 1954, when Vincent Clarke won. Willis wrote
the legendary Harp Stateside as the first trip
report. Clarke could not actually make the first
official TAFF trip.

76 @: Shelby Vick used a process he called
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“Vicolor”, which was just a name for
smearing different colours of ink on a
mimeo drum. What else was it

called?
A: Plaid ink.
77 Q: Grant Canfield was a

cause celebre for being nominated, yet
never winning R
a fan Hugo. But who was actually
most often nominated for a fan Hugo
before winning?

A:  Stu Shiffman. 9 consecutive
times, then five consecutive times for
a total of 14. He won only once, on
the 11th, nomination.

78 Q: A “quote-cover” is?
A: A cover made from quotes, what
else!

79 @: In what colour do ditto
stencils come?

A: None. There are no such things
as ditto stencils, only ditto masters.

80 @Q: Aside from John Lennon,
who else do we know who lived in the
Dakota?

A: Richard Bergeron, until he moved to Puerto
Rico.

81 @Q: John Berry’s “The Goon Defective
Agency” employed which fannish

gumshoe?

A: Goon Bleary, private eye, famously illustrated
by Atom.

82 @: Who were the “SuAMi Press?”
A: Susan Wood and Mike Glicksohn, when they
co-edited Energumen.

83 @: The original Hydra club usually met
where?
A: Fletcher Pratt’s mansion.

84 @ Science-Fiction Fifty Yearly is
published every time the combined number of years
that Bob Tucker and Bob Bloch had spent in
fandom adds up to fifty. When did the second issue
come out?

A: Trick question. The first issue was in 1957,
and counting ahead 25 years, the second issue
should have appeared in 1982. 1982 has come and
gone. For that matter 2007 has also passed
without a third issue. The only correct answer,
then, is “never”.

War of the War-ter Towers

vty

85 @: Describe a “plonker”
A: A rubber-tip dart gun, from the days before
“weapons policies”.

86 @Q: Complete this questionable statement,
“Mike Gorra fucked - ------ ---- “

A: “A gopher hole.” Butyou didn’t say it to his
face.

87 @: Way back in his Futurian days, Damon
Knight was known as a professional illustrator?
True or False?

A: True.

88 @Q: “Ace,” of the heavy metal band Kiss,
was once an SF fan — True or False?

A: True. Gene Simmons had taken the name
Gene Klein by the time he was an active fan. It was
widely believed that Klein attended Iggy, the
Phoenix Worldcon, and supposedly demanded perks
from the concom. According to chairman Tim
Kyger, this was later determined to be untrue.

89 @: What was “The Gaudy Fanzine?”

A: Bill Rotsler’s nickname for Masque. He
decorated it with rubber stamps, photos, colour
ink, and stickers.
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There’s nine foot metal monster

90 Q:
looming over you. Your life depends on getting the
following right: “Gort! Klaatu barata... uh... klaatu
barata... *

A:  “Nicto!” Just in the nick of time. Oh? You
forgot? I bet that hurts then.

91 @:

“

Finish this policy statement: “The OE is
A: There are several possibilities, but what the
OE had in mind is “ghod.” The expression
originated in SAPS, and grew out of the phrase
“Alpaugh is ghod.” Lloyd Alpaugh was OE.

92 @Q: “Tendril Towers” was what sort of slan-
shack?

A: These Bixel St. digs were not a slan shack at
all, but a building with several fannish residents
over the years. According to Francis Towner
Laney, who had an attitude problem about it,
Tendril Towers were a den of gay activity. Other
LASFSians said he exaggerated.

93 @Q: What sort of ideology was “Michelism”,
and who subscribed to it?

A: The Futurians mainly. For most of them it
was light weight Marxism applied to fandom. But
for its founder, John Michel, it was serious
principle.

94 @: Linda Bushyager published
Granfalloon, Karass, and Duprass. From what
author did she take all three titles?

A: Kurt Vonnegut, from the novel Cat’s Cradle.

95 @: What do Ross Chamberlain, Stu
Shiffman, and ATom have in common?

A: They were leading exponents of on-
stencil fanart in their day.

96 @Q: British fan and SF writer Michael
Moorcock also wrote songs for what band?
A: Hawkwind.

97 @: In what language was whose
name rendered “Morojo?”

A: The initials of Myrtle R. Douglas
come out like that only in Esperanto.

98 @Q: Ted White was a Toronto fan in
the 1940’s — True or False?

A: True. In the original draft, John Robert
Colombo’s book “Years of Light” nearly made
that Ted White and the more famous one the
same person. Similarly, Harry Warner Jr.’s
“All Our Yesterdays” makes one John Millard
into two. In that case they are both the same
person.

99 @t Brian Burgess was well known in
British fandom for what culinary

delicacies?

A:  Absolutely awful meat pies that he sold at
conventions.

100 @: Who are DAG, TEW, and BEB?
A: Dean Grennell, Ted White, and Brian Earl
Brown.

101 @: The 1978 Worldcon was called
Iguanacon 2. When was Iguanacon 1?
A: Never. The number was an in-joke.

102 @: “Birdbath!” was the rallying cry of
what group?
A: “Seventh Fandom.” Later dismissed as the

“Phony 7t by pundits of fanhistory who were
unimpressed.

103 @Q:
Ltd.?”
A:  Ghost written fanac, produced by Willis’s
team of highly trained experts. The offer was not
meant to be taken seriously, of course.

What would you buy from “Proxyboo

104 a: Name one of the fans who lived in
the first recorded slan shack.

A: Abby Lu & Al Ashley, Jack Wiedenbeck, Walt
Liebscher, E.E. Evans.

105 @: Most of her fanart was done while
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attending university in Ottawa. She published a
zine with Susan Wood and Rosemary Ullyot, and
illustrated Energumen. But she didn’t win her Hugo
until after moving to LA and largely gafiating. What
fanartist is this?

A:  Alicia Austin

106 @Q: Everyone believes that Ted White said
(in Pong) that Martin Morse Wooster’s shirt-tails
hung out. But did they? True or False?

A: False, says Ted. Bogart never said “Play it
again Sam” in Casablanca either.

107 @: Bob Stewart, Bhob Stewart, and Boob
Stewart all had what in common?

A: Nothing really, which is why they went to such
lengths to be different.

108 @Q: To “gafiate” is taken to mean to quit
fandom. But what did it originally mean?

A: The original meaning of the word was the act
of escaping the mundane world to enter fandom. It
was only by collapsing the idea of gafiating from
fandom that the original meaning was inverted.

109 @: What fanzine was published between
hard covers and can be justifiably measured in
pounds!

A:  Warhoon 28, otherwise known as The WAsh,
Richard Bergeron’s massive

tribute and collection of the fanwriting of Walt
Willis.

When phones take over

T
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110 @: “HHOK” is shorthand for what?
A: “Ha, Ha, Only Kidding.” When the author
suspects the bull has escaped, he

closes the barn door after it with this formula.

111 @: The artist Freff was also a rock
musician, but he was trained for what other
unusual occupation?

A: Freff was a professional circus clown.

112 @: In Toronto fanspeak, what did
“Bhowling” put down?

A: Ordinary activities that were called fannish
when fans did them. It was inspired by fans
bowling at Octocon, where the hotel had its own
alleys.

113 @: Name those Canadian fans who have
won either TAFF or DUFF

A: Only Robbie Cantor, and perhaps only by
technicality. At various times Boyd Raeburn, Mike
Glicksohn, and myself have stood for TAFF or
DUFF, and have all lost. Mike and I may have the
dubious distinction of being the only two fans to
lose both TAFF and DUFF. However, when Robbie
and Marty Cantor won DUFF in 1986, Robbie was
still a Canadian citizen.

114 @Q: Complete this non-sequitur: “I had
one once, but --- ------ --- “
A: “The wheels fell off.”

115 @: Finish this motto: “Wouldn’t you
rather be reading --- “

A: “DN@” The defunct rival of File 770
published by Victoria Vayne and myself.

116 @: The dapper little showbiz
character “Qwertyuiop” used by Void and later
by Quip, got his name from what
indispensable item of fannish hardware?

A: The typewriter keyboard. The keys on
the upper line spell out his name. As drawn
by Bhob Stewart, the sporty little show
business type with straw hat and “smiley” face
represents the artist introducing the issue.

117 @: Why was Ted White’s and Dan
Steffan’s Pong in bad odor with some fans?
A: “Pong’ is British for a bad smell.

118 @: In a state of hysteria, Harlan
Ellison said, “The mad dogs of ------- ------
have --- -- -- - ——-- ¢

A: “The mad dogs of seventh fandom have
kneed us in the groin.” Typical Harlan
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hyperbole, inspired during his feud with 7t.
fandom founder Peter J Vorzimer.

119 @: Who were “VOM-maidens” and why
were they a topic of controversy?

A: The cover nudes of Voice of the
Imagination in the 1940’s were thought be to be
offensive by prurient fans. But they probably drew
more complaints for
the crudity of the art.

120 @: Who published the following 70’s
Britzines: Maya, Wild Fennel, and Zimri?

A: Rob Jackson (at its peak), Pauline Palmer,
and Lisa Conesa respectively.

121 @: Who is Ray Bink?

A: Aplay on “RAE, BNC” — shorthand among
apahacks for “Read and Enjoyed, But No
Comments.”

122 @Q: A “fake-fan” is the same species of low
-life as a “fringe-fan” — True or False?

A: False. Although they are often used
interchangeably, strictly speaking they are not the
same. A fake-fan is someone who has no interest
in SF nor fanac but enjoys the company of fans. A
fringe-fan is a fan of something other than core SF
— a Trekkie, comics fan, or gamer, for instance.

123 @: The “Void Boys” were?

A: The regular editors of Void, who were Terry
Carr, Ted White, Pete Graham,

and Greg Benford.

124 @: “Crifanac” isn’t an unknown element
that saps super powers, but what is it?

A:  “Critical Fan Activity” —the threshold to a
runaway escalation of fanac. Sometimes meant as
criticism of fans who take fanac too seriously.
Compare “fijagdh” and its opposite “fiawol”.

125 @: A “focal point fanzine” is?

A: In theory, a zine that acts as a clearing house
or switchboard for a self-defined fan circle,
producing energy and a sense of identity from the
feedback. In practice, any zine with a lot of vocal
readers.

126 @: Who wrote, “Vote for Ike, he’s been
sick,” on his envelopes, instigating a war with the
postal authorities he could only lose?

A: Bill Rotsler. As a result, an entire issue of
Masque was refused at the Post Office. The
Postmaster General had his mail opened and read
for an entire year just to show Bill what its like to
live in a Free Country.

127 @: Who rightfully styles himself “The
Hermit of Hagerstown?”

A: Harry Warner Jr. Also “The Hagerstown
Hermit.” He once said he’d rather

not be GoH at the Worldcon if it meant he had to
attend it. One could arrange to visit the Hermit in
his retreat, a large frame house with roller blinds
and old fashioned furniture. The light in the attic
where he kept the fanzine collection was burned
out, though, so you couldn’t view it.

128 @: To what low use does a “feghoot” put
the noble English language?

A: A short piece of strained humour with a
painful and predictable pun at the end. Doubtless
the author started with the pun, and worked up
some absurd story after.

129 @: Who published the first trip reports
for TAFF and DUFF, and what were the names of
the zines?

A: Robert A. Madle, “A Fake Fan in London”, for
the 1957 TAFF trip. And

Lesleigh Luttrell, “Leslie’s Adventures Down Under”
in 1972 for DUFF.

130 @: Identify the editors of the following:
alliterating LA zines — The Passing Parade,
Profanity, and Prehensile.

A: Milt Stevens, Bruce Pelz, and Mike Glyer.

131 @: What did these zines have in common
— The Wretch Takes to Writing, Space Junk, Masque,
and The Monthly Monthly?

A: They were among those to take the art of
rubber-stamping seriously.

132 @: What unique form of fanwriting was
Sandra Miesel’s specialty?

A: “Sensies” — capsule descriptions of well
known fans by colour, touch, and other sensations.

133 @: Who published the first annual
fanthology?

A:  Guy Terwilliger, “The Best of Fandom,” 1957
and 1958. There was a mere 14 year wait until
Terry Car & Mike Domina published “Fanthology
‘64” in 1972, and then three more years until
Bruce D. Arthurs published “Fanthology ‘75"

134 @: What might be a “derogation?”

A: A form of fanwriting that could almost be
called “found art”. They were satires constructed
from quotes and near-quotes, revealing the
subjects’ inconsistencies and absurdities. Boyd
Raeburn was inventor and past master of the form.
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135 @: Some fanzines have names that are
real mouth fillers or tongue twisters. Name the
editors of Interplanetary Corn Chips, Darkling and
Raving Traveling Pandemonium and Shadow Show,
Floccipaucinihilipilification, and Tandstikkerzeitung.
A:  All of them were quite good zines, and were
edited by Jim McLeod, Randy Bathurst, Mike
Glicksohn, and Don Markstein.

136 @Q: A lighthouse, illuminating the
darkness, was the unofficial symbol of what
fanzine, what fan group, and even what fandom?
A: The beacon appeared on the back cover of
Hyphen, representing the Light of Fannishness
piercing the murk of Mundania. It was the sign of
The Wheels of IF (Irish Fandom) and might almost
be the symbol of all 6t. fandom.

137 @: What will death not release you from?
A: LASFS. But not paying your dues will.

138 @: A catchphrase used in Quandry was
“Who sawed Courtney’s boat?” What was the
proper response?

A: “Courtney.” And well he might have. The
phrase was a 19t. Century headline. Out of
context is must seem ungrammatical and funny,
but it was anything but funny when two favourites
competed for a rowing championship, and one
accused the other of sabotaging his boat! In fact,
the favourite didn’t have to “saw” Courtney’s boat.
Ned Hanlan of Toronto was a once-in-a-century
athlete who could literally rowed rings around any
rival, and its quite likely New York’s Courtney
“sawed” his own boat through so he wouldn’t be
shown up next morning in the race.

139 @: Who did NyCon I’s infamous
“Exclusion Act” affect in 1939?

A: Most of the Futurians, notably Donald
Wollheim, Cyril Kornbluth, Fred Pohl, Robert
Lowndes, Jack Gillespie, and John Michel. They
were barred from entering the rented hall where
the con was held because they had been vocally
critical of the organizers, Sam Moskowitz, William
Sykora, and James Taurasi. Curiously, Isaac
Asimov was welcome, though he too was a
Futurian. He was also a Futurian with a published
story, though.

5 point questions

140 @: Name the Aussie fan who once took a
course to be licensed in the use of dynamite.
A: Eric Lindsay.

141 @: What year did Minneapolis hold its
only Worldcon?

A: Trick question. Minneapolis only ever bid for
1973, and lost to Torcon II.

142 @: The 2009 Worldcon, Anticipation, will
be held in Montreal. But it was not the first time
Montreal bid for the Worldcon. Who made the bid,
and when?

A: Andy Porter, for 1977. He withdrew the bid
before the voting.

143 @: What burning issues were fought
over in the Staple Wars?

A: Whether SF magazines should be fastened
with staples, or be glued. When it spilled over into
fandom the anti-staple side lost credibility when
their ~ zines were seen to be stapled.

144 @Q: Who did Bjo Trimble depict as “The
Squirrel” in her cartoons?

A: Ron Ellik, who'’s energetic style suggested the
comparison. Although he went along with the joke,
and wrote a column called “The Squirrel’'s Cage” it
didn’t always sit comfortably on him.

145 @: What American fan visited Britain,
won TAFF next, and then moved to the UK to
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marry Rob Hansen?
A: Avedon Carol

146 @Q: Itis widely believed that twiltone paper
was banned in the 1980’s, driving fans to scramble
for remaining supplies. What caused it to be
banned?

A: The paper making process was said to leave
traces of toxic mercury. In fact it was all a load of
bollocks, and twiltone had never been banned. I
ought to know — I made the whole story up and
deliberately spread it. Years later I was gratified to
have it repeated back to me as fact, still.

147 Q: What fanzine(s) hold the record for
the longest wait between two issues?

A: Art Widner’'s Yhos. 34 years passed between
issues 13 and 14. And Robert Lichtman’s Psi-Phi,
with 34 years between issues 9 (1963) and 10
(1997).

148 @: Who has won a fan Hugo in more than
one category?

A: Dave Langford, Mike Glyer, Richard E. Geis,
and Susan Wood, all of whom have won the Hugo
both for Best Fanzine and Best Fanwriter. In fact,
Geis won in both categories in 1975, Glyer in both
in 1984, and Langford amazingly won in both
categories in 1993, '96, 99, and 2002!

Oddly, no winner of a fanart Hugo has ever won
in a different category. (Nor even been nominated.)
There have been several potential double winners —
Steve Stiles, Stu Shiffman, Grant Canfield, and Dan
Steffan were all highly regarded as writers as well as
fanzine editor. But no fanartist has done it.

149 @: When Joe Haldeman took a bath at
Discon Il in 1974, what was so unusual about it?
A: He had filled the bathtub with lime jello rather
than water, and allegedly had

female company.

150 @: To finish up, one last question that
should be almost impossible to answer. What fan
holds the dubious distinction of being the first (and
perhaps only) person to cut mimeograph stencils
with a daisy-wheel printer?

A: 1 confess, it was 1.

Optional Bonus Question, just because I like it,
and what fan can fail to take an interest in such
fascinating matter and still call himself a fan?

Q:  Which TV show has Steven Hawking appeared
in? Not merely been depicted in, as but spoke his
own lines?

A: In Star Trek: TNG he appeared in person,
playing poker with Commander Riker, Albert
Einstein, and Sir Isaac Newton. Einstein and
Newton were only actors of course. Hawking also
did his own voice on The Simpsons, and,
surprisingly, one episode of the animated Dilbert. A
famous cosmologist confined to a wheelchair
appeared more than once on Family Guy, but on no
occasion was it Hawking playing himself. I'm not
even sure he was named.

Enuff!

Credits. I'd like to thank the many colourful,
creative, and often crackpot individuals who
comprise that collective we call fandom for being who
they were, and contributing their distinctive
character to this quiz. Secondly, but with no less
sincerity, I'd like to thank Robert Lichtman for his
corrections, and especially Arnie Katz, who made
many fine suggestions to improve the original
questions, and originally meant to give “The Only
Gameshow in Town” a home in Vegas Fandom
Weekly.

[[Editor’s Note: Thanks for playing, Taral! Do I get
partial credit in the answer to #150 for having cut the
stencils of many issues of File 770 with a dot matrix
printer?]]
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THE HISTORY
OF THE KEITH KATO CHILI PARTY
by Keith G. Kato

On Sunday, 9 August 2009, the™
Anniversary “Keith Kato Chili Party”
was held at Anticipation, the B&Vorld-
con, in Montreal's Delta Centre-Ville
Hotel. Because only events such as f
Worldcon itself, the Hugo Awards, an
Robert Silverberg's continuing unbroke
attendance at Worldcons have last
longer in fandom,File 770s Ye Olde
Editor asked that | produce a history {
this party. The Chili Party has grown (d*
metastasized) from humble beginning
into something held at LASFS fundrais

tounding from Campbell’s early
years as editor, so | attended a
LASFS meeting to ask if anyone
had copies | could use. LASFSian
Cy Condra volunteered his private
collection. Matthew also told me of
the upcoming 1972 Westercon in
Long Beach and Worldcon near
LAX.

By the 1972 Westercon | was
gainfully employed and could at-
tend, although being a neofan and
not knowing any better, | com-

ers, Westercons, Loscons, and someth : ; b muted. My earliest memory of
like twenty-two of the twenty-nine J B ; 108..0152007 Westercon is of an attractive young
Worldcons | attended from 1972-20009. ' : i | & woman in the hotel lobby scream-

has been held all over the continenta ing “Harlan!” and jumping into our
U.S., thrice in Canada, and in MelNippon 2007: Stephen Davis, Keith Kato, Grania Mr. Ellison’s arms in greeting, and
bourne, Glasgow, and Yokohama. IDavis, Miho Hiramoto and Sachiko Shibano. attaching faces to names | knew
began as an open party, but for reasens only from print. And these room
which | hope become understandable, is nowella mushrooms. Condiments are saltine gparties.... In one, | stood next to this giant
closed. John Hertz has said (correctly) it i9yster crackers, chopped onions, gratefioth physically and by reputation named Poul
impolite to discuss a closed party to a readercheeses (mixed cheddar and Monterey Jacki\nderson, who with beer in hand was leading
ship that cannot get in, but I'll explain how toand pitted black olives. At Loscons only, Ithe room singing limericks. | also attended

gain access in the modern era. also prepare a Bison chili, and offer addithe 1972 LACon |, where more faces-to-
As the name implies the Chili Party is (a) &ional condiments of brown rice, avocado,names began accumulating — such as GoH
personally-funded party | host at SF cons thathopped scallions, and sour cream. Frederick Pohl, Jack Williamson, Robert

(b) serves home-made chili, the American By necessity, when on the road, cookingilverberg, Terry Carr, Larry Niven, and a not
Tex-Mex soup/stew dish. At Worldcons | takes place in my room on a single hotplate;yet-published guy named Jerry Pournelle.
usually try to hold the party on Hugo night.to produce up to twelve total gallons. | ob- As many can relate, the “gosh-wow” fac-
One need not eat anything; some come for thgerve scrupulous cleanliness, and wear tor infected me, so | made plans to attend the
ambiance. Simple, but like onions there arenedical face mask and hair bonnet whilel973 Westercon (Oakland) and Worldcon
layers within layers. cooking. | purchase canned and bottled good&oronto). To me SF fandom is a collective of
In the early years | held parties in mydays in advance, but depending on whetherweakly- (or non-) interacting interest cliques
sleeping room, but my present Worldconhave refrigeration, | may buy meats, cheeseshat co-locate at cons, and being very neo and
modus operandis to rent a separate partyvegetables, and fruits (and definitely 100+ather diffident around new people, | was
suite for Hugo night. In addition to beer, softpounds of ice) the “day of.” | usually work having trouble finding my cliques. | also no-
drinks, bottled water, and juices, hand-alone and | miss all programming on partyticed many of the pros vanished during the
prepared fruit, vegetable, and, cheese platterday. | can’'t remember seeing but one Hugmighttime open parties. It was at this Wester-
and dishes of candies, | usually serve threeeremony in the past twenty years. | stay ugon, at a panel (endlessly repeated) on attend-
types of chili. One is a beef-based Hot veruntil 4-5 AM just to clean and evacuate theing one’s first con, where one suggestion to
sion without beans, targeted for the high engharty suite. | always generously tip the hoteieet people was to host a room party. Hmm.
of human toleration. It is usually labeled, formaids. The problem was how to differentiate myself
reasons that will become obvious, “Hot (To Prelude from every other soft drinks/beer/potato
Everyone But Bob Silverberg).” A second My first contact with fandom occurred in chips/pretzels open party.
beef-based Mild version with beans has kickl971. | was finishing my senior year at | pondered this problem and thought
but is tolerable to most. The exception wasdJCLA as a physics major, but | was also(being a physicist) that the solution obviously
Marion Zimmer Bradley, who once came toenrolled in a Special Studies English courselepended on the “boundary conditions” |
me gasping and said “I can’t imagine how hounder Professor Ben Vorpahl, for whom lestablished: Be different (hah!), cheap
the Hot must be, if what you call Mild you wrote a 254 page paper on the then-recentlyfdouble hah!), and easily done by one person
think is mild.” In MZB’s honor this pot is deceased longtime editor 8&tounding Sci- (quadruple hah!—you notice this is a geomet-
usually labeled “Mild (To Everyone But ence Fiction(later Analog, John W. Camp- ric divergent expansion). My family seems
Marion Zimmer Bradley).” In the last few bell, Jr. | encountered Los Angeles fan Matpre-disposed to entertain large numbers of
years, after a failed attempt to produce athew Tepper at Sherry Gottlieb’s old Changegpeople. During my high school years, al-
acceptably kosher version for Janice Gelb, 6f Hobbit bookstore; he told me aboutthough we were innately a family of seven,
have offered Vegetarian chili based on portat ASFS. | needed access to old issuef\s&f we hosted summer barbecue dinners almost
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nightly with several families and more thanenthused about the party, although Bobrhe kicker is alleged to be (this is hearsay
twenty gathered. My parents (back then) an&ilverberg reminded him “We're going to the only) that Jerry manfully finished his bowl
my brothers and sister (now) will host aroundvioroccan restaurant that night.” but lost his voice for a little while afterward.
fifty or so at parties, Thanksgivings, and We reserved a room with twin beds pluHarlan also accused me, in that jocular Elli-
Christmases. | observed my mother makingollaways for the con, but requested an adsonian way, of serving him “Pussy chili.” |
chili for one such gathering and thought itjoining room only for the party night. This asked how he managed to eat hot food, and he
was simple enough for me to do. Aha! turned out to be a mistake. NASFiC did notreplied it was because he had a Jewish
1974: An Experiment In Insanity sell out the hotel, and the only way the hotemother, and Pygmies from Africa would
The 1974 Westercon was at a private dorcould honor adjoining rooms for one nightcome to dip their darts in her cooking. | don’t
mitory called the Francisco Torres near thevas to put us outside the fan bloc among theecall Bob Silverberg at this particular party
University of California, Santa Barbara. Thismundanes. We did not know this, of courseeither, but that would change the next year as
was no luxury hotel. The rooms were institu-We maximized the floor space in both roomd would come under His Holiness’s tutelage
tionally undistinguished, small, and sparselyby disassembling three of the four beds andnd evaluation on what “hot” actually was.
furnished; you shared the bathroom with thestoring them in the closets. Eventually the mundanes complained to
people next door; and we took meals dormi- During preparation we encountered ahe hotel and a couple of security guys
tory-style in a large dining room. The Fran-problem in fluid mechanics—none of usshowed up. They were none too happy with
cisco Torres was the site of the first Chiliknew how to tap the beer keg. Dave Gordothe crowd size, congestion, noise, cooking,
Party. | provided maybe two cases of cannedent out and found the one guy who knowsand three missing beds. To this day there are
soft drinks, four six-packs of beer, and a sinsignificantly something about nearly every-fannish stories that | was threatened by the
gle gallon of my mother’s chili using a packetthing to help us, Jerry Pournelle. By the timehotel with ejection, arrest, and lawsuit, but |
of French’s Chili-O mix. | posted a party Jerry arrived (his first words, softly and indon’t recall things getting that extreme. The
notice, and when the door opened fans slowesbme wonderment: “Is that a kef Miche- concom became aware of the situation and
wandered in. | served the chili in small sixlob?”) we had, by trial and error, managed tommediately intervened on my behalf. The
ounce plastic drinking glasses to stretch thénsert the tap properly, so Jerry inspected ankotel agreed to let us continue (without me
number of servings, and several guests (norepproved our work. Harlan knocked on thebeing ejected, arrested, or sued) if we thinned
of whom | knew) commented how differentdoor in the late afternoon, and looking at theéhe crowd, closed the door, suppressed the
this party was. The only pro | recall droppingactivity asked “Does the hotel know what younoise, and (shown the beds stored in the
in was Terry Carr, and in retrospect there wasuckoos are up to?” | let out a frustrated semtloset) reassembled the beds.
some irony that Bob Silverberg passed thescream, not directed at Harlan but mostly in  Thus the first large version of what has
door and glanced in, but did not come in. self-pity at the realization this was a BIG job.become known as the Keith Kato Chili Party
Well that was an interesting experiment. If you've seen Chef Robert Irvine’s Food (I didn’t name it that) came into existence and
attended the 1974 Worldcon (Washington)Channel showbDinner: Impossibleyou know fannish consciousness. During the party, sev-
and the 1975 Westercon (Oakland), but didhow I felt under the pressure of the moment. eral people asked what con we were bidding
not throw a party at either. Once the party began the room quicklyfor and were surprised when told “None.”
1975: The Damn Dam Breaks filled to beyond legal capacity. As word Locus reported on it. Larry Niven said this
| also did not attend Aussiecon, the 1975pread through the con the crowd got evesingle event catapulted me to immediate BNF
Worldcon (Melbourne) to save money tobigger, eventually spilling out into the corri- status, which | find hard to believe because
begin graduate school in 1976. The WSFSlor. During this chaos | met Larry Niven andmost people at cons don’t know who | am
constitution had been changed recently t@avid Gerrold for the first time, and The (see the George R.R. Martin story from
permit the first NASFiC, which was won by Wombat, jan howard finder, who had just2003).
Los Angeles. Coincidentally, and helpful tocome back from Aussiecon that day. Jerry The year 1976 was pivotal for my life
the cause, was a $300 check (using the annuaburnelle visited several times, the last after frajectory and this memoir. At the 1976
Consumer Price Index this about $1,200 ira.m. Westercon, Bob Silverberg made his first
2010) sent out by the IRS as part of President Harlan showed up, after what | was toldappearance at the Chili Party, beginning his
Gerald Ford's Whip Inflation Now (“WIN") was a nine (or nineteen?) course Moroccaalmost-uninterrupted attendance through the
campaign. Since this was “found money” | sedinner at Dar Maghreb on Sunset Boulevardyears (with one glitch in 1993), and his much-
it aside and began talking with friends aboutHe gathered his bowl and sat in the middle offalued advice on the ingredients needed to
hosting a joint party at NASFiC. the only remaining bed, and seemed wittachieve _hislevel of hot in food. Bob, my
John Burchfield, John Scharles (both haveach spoonful to unbutton another button omsenseiof spice, suggested using tepin, which
long since gafiated), and Dave Gordon (whdiis waistband, all the while telling his Jerryhe said was the hottest pepper in the world. |
still attends occasional Loscons and WorldPournelle Chili Story. Jerry heard of this andwas instructed to “crumble a few” pods per
cons) each brought one pot of their own chilivalked across the room to offer rebuttal testigallon to kick the heat up on what | thought
for the party. | brought Hot and Mild chili mony. The event allegedly took place wherwas my Hot recipe, and I did so for the 1976
(nowhere near the recipes | now serve), bulerry, as SFWA president, visited Harlan’sWorldcon party at MidAmeriCon (Kansas
with the WIN money also brought a half-keghouse with papers to sign. Harlan had beeg@ity). | found out just how potent tepin was: |
of Michelob beer, lots of soft drinks, andsimmering his chili for several days continu-crumbled some dried pods (they look like red
finger foods prepared by my mother: beefusly, and it was represented as so vile as 8Bs) with my fingers, then wiped my fore-
taquitoes with guacamole sauce, pork-fillecbe the kind served in a shallow bowl, withhead with those fingers and raised a welt.
wonton with Chinese mustard and soy saucsalty crackers, and eaten with a teaspoon. Upon leaving the 1976 Worldcon Chili
dips, and Chinese chicken salad garnishedarlan said he served Jerry with a deep bowParty, Bob declared it “a wonderful tradi-
with lemon juice and pepper. All foods wereand a tablespoon. According to Harlan, ation” (and he ighe Pope, therefore infallible),
supplied in the typical Kato family quantities, first spoonful Jerry reacted with nostrils flar-which is when something is done more than
huge, and the taquitoes and wonton were friethg, vein on his temple bulging and throb-once in fandom. MidAmeriCon’s GoH was
on-site. We handed out business-card-sizebing, and beads of sweat on the foreheadrobert A. Heinlein, and | held a party that
printed invitations. Harlan seemed especiallyerry said it was potent but never that badyear in the hopes RAH would drop by. Unfor-
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tunately, he was unable to come because higere at this con, but could not attend mygoing to tell that rotten kid [meaning Greg
duties at the con took its toll on his staminaparty because of his fatigue. Instead, theBenford]? I'm going to take a can of Deni-
Recall, he agreed to meet with everyone whanvited me to their suite for their private son's with me and tell him ‘We don’t have
even attempted to donate blood that yeaparty. This was probably the year | handediecent stuff to eat, only this, and it's all your
establishing the Heinlein Blood Drive, also aout buttons with “Kato’s Natural Gas Com- fault.”
continuing tradition. pany” printed on them. This was inspired bya 1980 (Noreascon Two, Boston): | an-
After the 1976 Worldcon | began graduatgoke by Jerry Pournelle, who said he was nmounced my retirement from the Chili Party,
school at the University of California, Irvine, longer worried about energy shortages. Forgetith a manifesto explaining why. | cited the
eventually becoming Greg Benford’s dissertapetroleum, coal, or nuclear; just feed everysize, expense, effort, and that | could no
tion student and obtaining my Ph.D. inone Keith’s chili. longer sustain an open party of this magni-
plasma physics. In one of those “six degrees 1978 (IguanaCon I, Phoenix): | had notude. Ye Olde Editor’s favorite line from my
of separation,” in the Silverberg novéhe real con activity except the party, spendingnanifesto: “I did not begin this party to win a
Masks of TimgakaVornan-19 the protago- most of my time in my room studying for my convention, become famous, or get laid.
nist is the Schultz Professor of Physics aPh.D. qualifying exam. Neil Schulman took a(Well....)" | left my spices at home, and after
UCI. My graduate class in classical mechanbowl to Harlan just before a late-night readthree days of vainly searching for replace-
ics was taught by Jonas Schultz, whose wifeng of hisl, Robotmovie script that Asimov ments in Boston, my roommates mailed the
was a college roommate of Bob's first wifereally liked. | was told Harlan read his scriptspices via pre-FedEx airmail. | told nfhe
Barbara, and who worked with Bob on thebetween spoonfuls, and afterward asked thEmpire Strikes Backtory for the first time:

Columbia University school newspaper. assembled throng “Does anybody knowin the scene where Luke goes to Yoda's
The Once (Not Future) Parties where Keith Kato's party is?” Jerry Pournellehome, Luke removes a small snake from his
1972 (L.A.con |, Los Angeles): Attended,brought the entire Norwegian contingent abowl, sniffs whatever is in the pot and reacts,

no party held. the con to meet me. | spoke with Robert Forthen tastes it and really reacts. At the showing
1973 (Torcon II, Toronto): Attended, noward about General Relativity. The next day] attended, | heard someone say in the dark

party held. I encountered Ginny Heinlein with Jerry at“Must be Keith's chili.” Never found out who
1974 (Discon Il, Washington): Attended,poolside; RAH was home. After hearing Jerrysaid it.

no party held. praise the previous night's party, she said 1981 (Denvention Two, Denver): Did not
1975 (Aussiecon 1, Melbourne): Did not‘I'm sorry | missed it,” whereupon | said “I attend.

attend. have leftovers.” The three of us went to my 1982 (Chicon IV, Chicago): “Unretired”
1975 NASFIC (Los Angeles): Already room where | re-heated, and we had lunch. by hosting a party to celebrate passing my

discussed. gave Ginny his-and-hers “Natural Gas” but-thesis defense oral exam earlier that summer.

1976 (MidAmeriCon, Kansas City): Thetons. Much to my amazement, just a fewFirst met Moshe Feder and Lise Eisenberg the
curative power of my chili was revealed.years ago Bill Patterson, the official Heinleinday after the party, when Moshe introduced
George R.R. Martin attended, | believe for thebiographer, told me that in twenty-somethinghimself on the elevator landing and asked
first time, ditching his own Hugo Losers hours of taped interviews with Ginny she“Can | come to your party next year?”

Party. George said his (then-) wife Galementioned the chili and me about six times. 1983 (ConStellation, Baltimore): At-
Burnick was sick, but asked if he could take By the way, RAH always said “Pay it for- tended, but | don’t remember having a party
bowl to her. Half an hour later, Gale was upward,” and I'd hope my work to help organ- (I was not in the main hotel). | do remember

and at my party. ize and run the 2007 Heinlein Centennial inThe Right Stufpanel with cast from that great
1977 (SunCon, Miami Beach): This conKansas City offset my debt to him, and her, dilm, and Chuck Yeager. A Congressman who
was at the Fontainebleau Hotel, which stilllittle.) said his district was the Atlanta airport

used elevator operators. Guests told me when 1979 (Seacon '79, Brighton): Did not at-showed up to solicit SF-like ideas for a
my floor was requested the operator wouldend. At my Westercon party earlier that year;Millennium Project” mentioned in his book
say “Oh, you're hungry! and give directions upon hearing | was not going to Brighton,Window Of OpportunityHis name was Newt
from the elevator to my room. The HeinleinsJerry Pournelle said “You know what I'm Gingrich. During this Worldcon, the Soviet

(Left) The cooks at work at Nippon 2007. (Right) Anticipation 2009: The chili is served!

09.01.20
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Union shot down Korean Air Lines
flight 007.
1984 (L.A.con Il, Anaheim):
Hosted a party, but don’t remembe
much, other than | met Masamichi ar
Michiko Osako for the first time.
1985 (Aussiecon Two,
bourne): Did not attend.
1986 (ConFederation, Atlanta): A
a fan of Gone With The Wind no-
ticed while walking several miles ftc
the nearest supermarket for party su %
plies that the dirt in Georgia really i
red. g
1987 (Conspiracy '87, Brighton) ##
Did not attend. [
1988 (Nolacon 1l, New Orleans)#
Attended, but did not host a party
Why bother when the French Quartet

Mel-

Did not attend in protest of the
hotel staff's stupidity. In trying
to book a room on the “party
floor” the human on the other
end insisted no such reservation
contingency existed. | did call
Moshe and Lise during their
Wednesday pre-con  party,
though.

2002 (ConJose, San Jose):
Attended, but no party held,
having been cancelled by the
concom. At the Gripe Session,
Japanese fans made their dis
pleasure known that my party

3 was cancelled.

2003 (Torcon 3, Toronto):
Cooked in the recreation area in
the apartment where Ken and

is just outside the hotel? Robert Silverberg, Karen Haber and Keith Kato  Frances Smookler live. At Clos-

1989 (Noreascon 3, Boston): | ing Ceremonies, Fan GoH Ye
recall this was the party where Greg Olde Editor thanked me from
Benford introduced me to the famous Marvinterlife, how does a man know if he is inthe podium for many years of parties. There
Minsky of M.L.T.’s artificial intelligence lab. Heaven or Hell? In Heaven, he has amwas no reaction from the audience that this
As we three spoke, Minsky kept grabbingAmerican salary, a British home, a Chinesetatement meant anything to them. Pro GoH
and eating bread slices from the bag. cook, and a Japanese wife. In Hell, he has @eorge R.R. Martin came up next and said:

1990 (ConFiction, The Hague): Did notChinese salary, a Japanese home, a Britishdidn't know Keith was here! | love Keith's
attend. cook, and an American wife. After polite chili! How come nobody told me!” Thereaf-

1991 (Chicon V, Chicago): Anotherlaughter, we saw Sachiko Shibano givingter whenever | inform George, | kid him it's
Worldcon where I think | had a party. Forry Ackerman a neck and shoulder masenly to stop his public whining.

1992 (MagiCon, Orlando): Did not attend.sage. | hooked my thumb at them and said 2004 (ConKopelli, Litchfield Park) A

1993 (ConFrancisco, San Francisco): MyJapanese wife.” disaster at Westercon, which was held at the
room was at or above the ®8oor, and the 1997 (LoneStarCon 2, San Antonio):Wigwam Resort outside Phoenix. The facil-
elevator broke on party night. The elevatorThere was a chili cookoff at the con; insteadty was spread-out bungalows next to a golf
waiting line snaked outside the hotel. Bobof participating, | was asked to judge. | couldcourse. There were signs guiding fans to
Silverberg called to say the wait was prohibi-not since the cookoff was the same day aBarty Row, but since my party was closed,
tive, and wouldn't be able to make themy party and | couldn’t afford the time. Bob no one could find me. Only four people
party—the only time this happened. PerhapSilverberg took my place, and Karen Habeshowed up.
ten people showed up. The next day, | puBilverberg later said | would have won. 2004 (Noreascon 4, Boston): Hosted a
the food into zip-lock baggies and distributedwWalking miles in the noon sun to the superparty, but | don’'t remember much.

MREs (military-speak for Meals Ready to market taught me why Texans wear big hats. 2005 (Interaction, Glasgow): My second
Eat, although the alternate is Meals RejecteBuring the party, Rick Katze came in with overseas party. Party hosts used the Hilton's
by Ethiopians) to the homeless outside théreaking news that Princess Diana had bedmnquet kitchen, so cookirgic. was fairly
hotel. killed in a car crash. easy. (Seeing how some fans prepared food,

1994 (ConAdian, Winnipeg): The staff at 1998 (BucConeer, Baltimore): Attended,though, | never want to eat anything at future
the Louis Riel Hotel was especially helpfuland I think there was a party. con parties.) The Hilton set up my party suite
in preparing for this party. | could not find 1999 (Aussiecon Three, Melbourne): Mywith chairs, tables, tablecloths, bowls, cut-
canned pinto beans in Canada, which alsfirst overseas Worldcon—Greg Benford wadery, glasses, ice, and chafing dishes. The
happened at later Worldcons in Toronto andSoH, and it was my 25Anniversary party. door was marked “Private Party” so at a ten-
Montreal. The room had a kitchen so | couldGetting spices through Aussie customs wafoot radius one saw a semicircle of curious
cook several days in advance. After the firstouchy; imported biological matter has a badEuro-fans wondering what was going on past
night of cooking, the hotel fire alarm went history in Oz. The All-Seasons Grand Hotelthe door. The next day, the Hilton’s cleaning
off at 4 AM, and my first groggy thoughts where | stayed had a kitchen, so | could preerew and management reportedly swabbed
were “I've set fire to the hotel.” The rain setpare and store in advance. The only spillethe chafing dishes with bread slices to sam-
off the alarm—Whew! chili in thirty-five years occurred when Lau- ple cold leftover chili. Using the local Scot-

1995 (Intersection, Glasgow): Did notrie Meltzer dropped her bowl on the floortish beef, this seemed to be the most flavor-
attend. and her white tennis shoes. Next year, | sefal chili | can remember.

1996 (L.A.con lll, Anaheim): Threw two her pushing a baby carriage containing Jo- 2006 (L.A.con IV, Anaheim): My most
parties at this Worldcon; the second was aeph. Medicinal propertiesedux My chili  extravagant and well-provisioned party. My
non-chili function in honor of Takumi and cleaned out Laurie’s plumbing. Or maybesister helped, and she provided wrapped and
Sachiko Shibano, the Fan GoHs. Used #Morris had something to do with it. piled-in-a-mound sushi, teriyaki chicken,
corner room, and both party nights we got 2000 (Chicon 2000, Chicago): Attendedwonton of various fillings, and Chinese
two fireworks shows, one from Disneyland,but no party held although not willfully—the chicken salad. Harlan attended after several
another from Angels Stadium. | told a four-hotel would not permit it. years’ absence. One of my mundane friends,
way ethnic joke to a small group: In the af- 2001 (Millennium Philcon, Philadelphia): wondering why a lot of people seemed ex-
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cited, intercepted him at the buffet to ask “How do | get invited?”

“Why are you so revered?” Harlan's immedi- The only open Chili Party is now Friday
ate answer: “Because | am God.” night of Loscon, where the concom grants use
2007 (Nippon 2007, Yokohama): My mostof the Presidential Suite of the LAX Marriott
logistically difficult overseas party to prepare.for a combined open party containing Carole

One BIG problem was the cost a party suitend Elliot (“Elst”) Weinstein’s Church of
for one night—¥132,825, about US$1,150Herbangilism Wine And Cheese Party, Ro-
Several “angels” in the Japanese fan commuehelle Uhlenkott and Kenn Bates’s Dessert
nity contributed to offset this cost by 10%.Bar Party (with infamous chocolate fountain),
My room number was actually listed in theand the Chili Party with aforementioned Hot,
Pocket Program as “Closed Party.” When Mild, Vegetarian, and Bison recipes. Occa-
told Bob Silverberg about this, | sputteredsionally | make my “seven by seven” vegetar-
how listing a closed party in the open wasan vegetable soup (seven vegetables and

2009

s0...s0...s0... when Bob  suggestedseven fresh spices) or pasta with meat sauce 35th
“Inscrutable?” There was a mall nearbycontaining beef and hot Italian sausage.

where Masamichi Osako, Yasushi Okada, and Since my “un-retirement” in 1982, my

I bought everything except beef. The storaNorldcon parties have been closed. Those ANNIVERSARY
had only a pre-packaged beef-plus-porkvho knew me from the beginning are grand- KEITH

ground mixture in 150-gram sizes, with nofathered in. On a case-by-case basis | invite

butcher shop for larger orders; the clerk wasew people who share the dais with me on KATO
shocked when | asked for forty-five boxes.panels, or who take my Shotokan Karate CHILI
Yasushi got online and found another marketWorkshop, or who favorably encounter and

about 15 minutes away, that could grindengage me during the con. My rule-of-thumb PARTY

seven kilograms of pure beef. Local fans ands for invitees to be above the second standard
a restaurant owner lent me large pots and ateviation in some significant (to me) category
induction hot plate, while the concom ar-of achievement; that is the top 2%. So if you “Kato’s Nat I
ranged use of a huge, blessedly air condiare aPlayboycenterfold or a Nobel laureate s f"ra
tioned kitchen with stainless steel countersn physics, you are IN! Gas Co”

and walk-in refrigerator. | actually had | expect my guests to be polite, pleasant,
STAFF—five volunteers—so | ended upreasonable, and civil not only to me but my
personally not doing much cooking. My partyother guests. Please introduce your own
suite was half Western (rug, coffee tableguests to me. | have banned, disinvited, oMartin, Niven, Pournelle, Spinrad, Sturgeon;
chairs, sofa) and half Japanetatgmifloor, ejected some individuals for cause, and | anGrand Masters Heinlein, Williamson, Simak,
low table, low chairs, with a pit under thethe bouncer. de Camp, Leiber, del Rey, Pohl, Anderson,
table so people could sit with legs dangling Was It Worth 1t? Silverberg, Ellison, Haldeman). It seems
loose) areas separated by a sliding panel. At the 2009 Montreal Worldcon | was on alikely Greg Benford took noticed me at the
Shoes were not permitted on ttetami so panel “Why | Fan” and | said | do not con- very first lecture of his graduate Mathemati-
everyone unshod as they entered the roomsjder myself a fan in the sense fandom takesal Methods of Physics course because of my
creating a large annulus of shoes at the emp a large portion of my life. Other than sim-SF connection. This led to me becoming his
trance. Bob Silverberg said | fed him his onlyply reading SF, | do not produce a fanzinegraduate student, and my specialty in plas-
enjoyable meal in Japan, since he does netebsite, or blog, nor do | costume or filk. My mas, pulsed power, and microwaves, which
like Japanese food. | told him | don't either,only fanac is attending one or two cons aerved as my entry into the directed energy
since my mother prepared so much of it whileyear, usually Worldcon and Loscon. world and a professional career. And | met
I was growing up. By comparison, outside the SF world land made any number of life-long friends too

2008 (Denvention 3, Denver): Noteworthywork on microwave directed energy, which isnumerous to mention.
in that Bob Silverberg told me, after decadednteresting, challenging, and (I hope) impor- The conditions cited in my 1980 retire-
of trying, that | finally managed to burn histant. | have seven patents because of mmyent manifesto remain true, and today are
palate out. The Silverberg index for hot foodwork. | am a martial artist of forty-five years mitigated in that | can better cope with the
is the number of times one wipes the foreheadontinuing experience. | patronize the artsexpense. That | continue to do this party only
during the meal. Five is lethal, and once imand see anywhere from forty to fifty live pro- shows | am certifiably insane: Doing the
the past he graded me 4.9. When | saiductions of plays, musicals, concerts, andame thing repeatedly and expecting a differ-
“That’s quite an admission from you” he operas each year. And | have six cats (OKent result. My Worldcon parties now offi-
replied with Silverbergiarsavoir faire“'m  maybe that's fannish). cially end with me standing on a chair and
not the boy | used to be.” One mathematical tool in physics is thedeclaring “I am never throwing this party
2009 (Anticipation, Montreal): My 85 Dirac delta function, which can be likened toagain. See you all next year!”
Anniversary party. | wore a tuxedo for thea spike that is zero everywhere but one value, So, is it worth spending more than a round
occasion, and handed out green badge ribbomghere it is infinite. The Chili Party is a delta -trip airfare from Los Angeles to London or
(the 35th anniversary is jade) with “38nni-  function of fanac, an intense momentary blipTokyo to throw a single party, or work in-
versary gtc]” and “Kato’'s Natural Gas Co” of activity. tense hours before, during, and after, or miss
on it. My room number was changed three That said, what started out as a lark thirtyene full day of a Worldcon, or miss the
times in four days. This party was more heavfive years ago has enabled me to meet sontéugos? The multiple choice answer is left as
ily attended than normal, in part because thef the most interesting and prominent namean exercise for the alert reader: (a) no; (b) no,
hotel closed down all parties not on the partyn SF (artists Freas, Sternbach, Rotsler, Whesut Keith is stupid to do it anyway; (c) hell
floor, including the SFWA suite. lan; writers Barnes, Bear, Bradley, Brin,no; (d) yes; (e) hell yes; or (f) all of the
Budrys, Dick, Gerrold, Herbert, Kingsbury, above.
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The Heart of a City, Amsterdam

by James Bacon

| first visited The Netherlands over 2
years ago, being the destination for o
annual family holiday one year. It was
time when trips to Brittany were about ¢
interesting as it got for the school aged.
when my father decided to take the lanS&Gg
bridge to the Netherlands — by ferry and it
— it was a great adventure. It was a greg
success and | subsequently spent m{il
summer holidays there. When | was in
‘20s, | journeyed to Amsterdam annuall
with my father, brothers, friends anj
whoever else could go with me at the ti
— usually February — for a long weekend mee—
indulging in all that Amsterdam had tg™
offer. It is a fantastic city, much more th
clichéd imaginings of windmills and leg
weed.
On my last trip to Amsterdam, | travel
with my wife, Simoné — always my firs
choice in companions. She understa
Dutch after a fashion, since Afrikaans
her first language. In practice, the So
African tongue is a dialect of Dutch. T
make matters more complicated, in TI
Netherlands, Dutch is called Flemish. :
the better reason to bring her along.

lobby. | am astounded at the potential
price of rooms — an incredible deal!
But less of the future, and more of the
now. Amsterdam City Center is
compact — in the sense that you can
easily walk around to all the main
attractions. If you want to do so more
smartly, there are public trams run by
the GVB. The hotel is just about 20
minutes by train from Schiphol Airport,
and when one arrives in the city you are
immediately immersed in Amsterdam’s
own, unique European feel that is
impossible to put in words but is
everywhere in the air.

Loving books and comics, |
naturally intended to check out local
stores when | was not playing the
tourist, relaxing, enjoying good food
and having a few beers. Our first
evening was spent in “Humphries” — a
well known Dutch restaurant that can
be a bit of a bugger to get into, if you
haven't made a booking. For 23 Euro,
you order a three-course meal. The
courses are changed every month, and
specialize in seasonal local foods. The

stayed at The Grand Amrath which is about

5 minutes from the central station an@@©0 Joker comic shop.

fare is intrinsically Dutch, and always
very good. Deep, dark, wood

therefore close to everything downtown;
and — given its original office use — is both elegant amdfartable.
I know general travel writing is notRle 770thing (sometimes)

furnishing, and friendly service adds
atmosphere to the evening. After a gently paced meal, ifeyand |
ventured into the Red Light district.

but | thought that with the possibility of holding a Smofcon in Red Light districts — when safe — are always worsitral. One

Amsterdam, a small independent report would not be affiss.site
of Smofcon 2011 has been confirmed as Amsterdam.]

Schiphol is a typical airport, the only real differefetween this
one and others I've used is that Schiphol has smoking areakirgm
in the Netherlands has not been stigmatized as it has in cibere
countries, but then, also, smoking in the Netherlands isr magdely
in your face.

The Netherlands is a heavily industrialized country, Ekgland.

smells the waft of tobacco smoke on the air, and seel.ur first
venture was on a Wednesday night, and the area is quiet.rEtrés i
day and age, it is still a surprise for many Brits anceAgans to see
sex for sale in such an open — and dare one spyofessional
manner. The area only covers a few canal-side streets,sbut i
undergoing an enforced change. We noticed that “windows” s glas
doorways, really — are being bought up by the government aretiturn
into street displays. This is a rather slow processithsitclear that

The people are hard-working and eager to advance themselths.“Red Light” side of Amsterdam does not cultivate a sehskic
Agriculture, technology, electronics are all major indastrand the pride in every citizen.

countryside is dotted with factories, plants and workshopserfye We enjoyed a drink in “The OId Sailor,” a pub in the hekthe
sort. These are a people who have fought against naturdgader s Red Light district, and very much full of transient peopléhe habit
back land from the sea. As our plane flew over the coastyife and of stopping before, or after, other refreshments. Even thivwgas in
myself wondered if whether, when global warming drowns theofest the middle-of-the-week, there was a slightly-party atmasphehere

Europe, the Netherlands might be an island below sea levtctrd
by massive dikes fifty meters tall — like a well of lamd a
surrounding sea.

Of course, | know some readers of File 770 willhieking about
Amsterdam specifically as a future Smofcon venue... whetess
may welcome any excuse for a convention so long as theysiaan
interesting city. If the Amsterdam Smofcon bid wins, itvdobe held
in the Victoria Hotel. It's a sumptuous venue and the fiirse
building you see as you walk out of Central Station. Ha\akgri tea
there, | can say it's a high quality hotel with an airy bad open

is still an afterglow of the massive reception the matidootball
team received, when they returned from their defeat ithSainica.
Small pubs are frequent in Amsterdam; the smaller the batter
cannot walk far without finding one, especially on cornergv&m on
a leisurely stroll you can be tempted into any number of begui
bars. From “The Old Sailor,” we sampled one drink here antheno
drink there along the way, before finally staggering llaahur hotel.

On Thursday | spent a little time looking at comic shdpshose
the “Go Joker” which is situated on the Zeedijke, on the Sittb.
The building is from the 17 century and seems to be crooked,
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leaning oddly —
gentle push. But inside, it seemed fine. Perhaps you adoplete “
when you go in?

Inside, the shelves on the left wall are lined vidtitch comics.

“Strepboeks” is their word for them. There is a mezzanirth w

collectable and very old comics, while other shelvesksfomerica’s
best. The owner is relaxed and cheerful — an older gentlemapy, ta
direct the customers to exactly what they’re looking far.Ws in the

process of making changes in how the store was laid out. dde ‘

sorting at least a hundred boxes of comics back issues lvasbenent.
They were all in a very easy to understand order, with a séligtion
of comics in Dutch as well as in English. | found some faszinale
browsing. | was astonished to hear from the store otina¢42 comic

shops in northern Belgium carry at least one Dutch title.s&hg
Flemish fanzines are very professionally done and though urmble

read them | grabbed greedily. Soon I'd put my wife and bemeand
of the language to even more good use.

A little way up the Zeedijke, towards the pictureshiimuwmarkt,
is “Henk.” This is a small, compact comic shop, speziiadj in manga
and American imports. The shop had a sale on, and | bought a f
small sampling. | continue up the street, then, towandshar book
store. “The College” has a long hallway lined on both sidéh
books. With enough books, finally, to satisfy my need, Simo€la
head off to explore the rest of the city. We had opted to/Htyro, 24
-hour tram and bus passes, which is a much better deal tharEilro
per hour option. We rode toward the Westermarkt, wherajeged a
superb lunch at the “Wester” restaurant at the corner n§iRgracht
at the Westermarkt. It was “toasties” for me; chebaepn and egg on
pancakes for Simoné. It was a lovely restaurant and derothing
that was aimed at the tourist. We avoid anywhere that tEbeer
“Traditional English” breakfasts. When we are in the Netimgl$; we
eat Dutch food. Likewise, we avoid “Durty Nellys,” “The Xils”
and any other “Irish” pubs, preferring local establishmesmsl
beverages.

The city has an incredible public travel network, ardwade good
use of it. The trams were frequent and quick, and very atafie.
We headed to the Waterloo Plien, in what was once the walidhle
quarter, and where today there is a famous

rather as though M.C. Escher had given oneawa

De Sleghte bookshop.

pedestrian shopping mall called the Kalverstratt brings e litile
lane we nip into, called the Rozenboomsteeg. There, undereeal
ivy foliage, we refresh ourselves with a drink in “The €dbe
Docktor.” The café interior is a deep, dark brown, and ithiads are
encrusted with dust. There is not much brass to be seen.eghisfol
pub, unchanged in many years, is a step out of kilter froniukg
shopping street only two-dozen yards away.

In the evening, we sit down across the road from thafé
t'Gusthuis.” We sat next to the window over the Grinburgwaahtto
enjoy the evening. Watching the massive variety of boa@ving
through a pinch point nearby, we were amazed at how many people
own boats. Not as many as are on bikes, mind you. We deeidaist
hire a boat on our next visit.

For Friday, Simoné arranged something special — essed from
our hotel to The Central Station and walked up to Platfriihere
we have reservations for a restaurant called, “le.klass

It was like stepping into a bygone era, the word ofofean
railroads when %1 class meantfirst class In the 1890s, the restaurant
was the first class passenger brassiere at Amsterdatralcstation.

Here we ate breakfast as we looked out

Jewish Museum. The Waterloo Plien ii— biek ic sh
also known for its huge, open flea-market-@MBPI€k comic shop.

over platform 2b. Across the platforms |
could see modern electric double-deck

We found a large number and variety
stalls with  semi-professional-lookin
people spreading whatever it is they h
on sheets or tarpaulins. We enjoy
browsing, and made some few purcha
— | was especially pleased with an e
RUC gabardine, double-breasted, lom
coat for 25 Euro. We had prewousl
decided on this trip to give the numerol
art museums a miss. The Van Gog
Stedelijk Museum and Rijks museums a
incredible — | have visited them, and kno
whereof | speak — but they are tioé soul
of Amsterdam for me. This is confirme:
by a charming Dutch lady who served t
beer. We chatted about what i
Amsterdam “was or wasn’t authentic” an
she agreed that our itinerary we
Amsterdam to a fault.

After spending a time in the flei
market, we meandered back towards t
center of Waterloo Plien. We took ou
time on the way back towards our hot
our way taking us through the Flowe
Market first, then the ‘Munt Plien.” AR

trains slide in-and-out of the station. What
the scene needed, though, was a big red-
wheeled, black bodied locomotive and a
haze of smoke under the ceiling. The
ornate wood paneling, detailed ceiling and
fine artistic beams, deep green marble, the
ambiance of furniture, solidly built from
hard woods, added to the charm of the
place. In a massive mahogany display case
was a collection of blue-white Delft
pottery. We noted many Dutch people
enjoying their breakfast — a sign we had
chosen well. The leather seating was
reminiscent of Victorian era passenger
coaches. But lest it all grow too familiar, a
touch of the Dutch East Indies was
provided by palm trees, flower
arrangements and a resident parrot. You
dared not get too close, as the bird would
pop down from his massive perch,
cheekily sidle along the bar and climb on
your shoulder. He wouldn't get off, just
because you want to go.

“The Spui Book markt” is held on
Fridays, much to our good fortune. The
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(Left) Café Open. (Right) Spui Book markt.

Spui is a quiet cobbled square that was once a pond, and dorees aecond floors feel a like totally different shop, though denl very

once a week with a book fair. A wide selection and vari@fty old and second-hand books are displayed in long rows. Here the

publications were available from the local venders — inolydine

shelves are wooden and are tightly packed right to thengeilihe

who is an American specializing in English paperbacks. A ladight is dimmer and fustier, the atmosphere a dark presenceer@ne

nearby had a table of fantasy. The Spui is an area isusaled by

of the floor is a special section with interesting maembibits and

bookshops, with a branch of Waterstones (an English chammeat model sailing ships in glass cases displayed between leatii-bo
end of the square and the American bookshop and at the other entbmes of undoubted antique vintage. One wall is nothing bst gla

number of pleasant bars face the Western side of the stjoasere

cases of collectors editions for the well-heeled corseois of books.

you see what's coming. We stopped to relax outside the “Dfs if by inspiration, this suddenly seemed to be the pestewmbnd-

Beiaard.” It had about ten different beers on tap, and thigermpanu
to choose from that offers a generous bottled seledtifound the
Steenbeugge triple at 9% on tap to be especially pleadaaton tap

hand bookshop! And the floor above is only more of the same T
slips easily by, as my wife considers the too-many baokButch
that she would like.

were Trappist, Dutch and Belgian beers, including the 12%h Bus Further up the street, we find the English bookshop indisthaat

Amber.
The book market was wonderful. There were two satsisfcians
playing,

“war” sauce. There is a queue, but we don’t mind on ttéasion as
the chips are renowned. The Dutch prefer a nice satag,shke
warmed up peanut butter, but less viscous. “Frite Saucafidther
topping, like mayonnaise, but creamier, thicker and less A#ter

enjoying our chips with live music, we slipped into “The Arcan

Book Shop.”

It was an amazingly place, which can’t be comparedywizere
in the U.K. The ground floor is given to magazines and &wadf
popular culture book sections, the floor above is much biggerhas
a massive section of science fiction that dominatelddte also are

(they also have a branch on Leidestraat that we didntt)vsigood

selection of remaindered and discounted books were availatile a
and down a laneway could be found the famouscluded about thirty feet of graphic noveldatf the UK price.
“Vleminckx” and enjoy a chip lunch, double fried, with hot Belgian

developing an interest in Birkenstock footwear on salster a
refreshing drink nearby, we decide to continue our bookstovd ara
while longer, then head towards “Lambiek.”

“Lambiek” is the most amazing comic shop in the wadlK, Jim
Hanley's “Universe” in New York is impressive. “Gosh’nda
“Orbital” in London are the best the U.K. has, and give edlhbr a
decent run for the prize. (“Page 45" in Nottingham comesdlose
third.) “Outer Limits” in Melville, near Johannesburg, Soufrica,
may be the best in that whole continent. Although | yearneeaid
French, | could only salivate at the massive amounBafides

children’s lit, Horror,mangaand Graphic Novels. The novelty for usDesineesin “Album” on Boulevard Saint-Germain. In comparison

is that they stock American imports. The people stockimhkauying

with all of them, though, “Lambiek” is stithebest.

obviously know and understand the genres concerned, and don'tlt's not that it claims to be the oldest comichoEurope, or that

under-estimate the customer.

At long last | found the first book ifhe Destroyermesneries by
Taylor Anderson. This had been eluding me in the U.K. fos.aGee
store had so many other usually unobtainable American impaat
we ended up with an impressive stack to check-out. We tratéd

it has many wonderful items, or that they seem to hawestwops, a
comic shop, with a massive selection of books, and an letygaith
displays, original art, prints and unique T-shirts to viewthat it has
an appreciation of comics, displayed in the order of auttdut
“Lambiek” surpasses any store that I've ever seen for ghirgyi

bargain sections and our luck continues. Although the new booksstomer service. The help engages the customer at afenegiural

were pricier than we were prepared for, the used booksedvihe
expenses out. We did well to come here.

After this, we returned to De Sleghte, which ighlm Kalverstraat
where it intersects the narrowest part of The Spui. The $toks

friendliness that is unique in my experience.

OK, Aronn in “The Dreaming” in Seattle is incrediblebut
anyhow.

On our visit, the staff was helping my wife find d¢osnin Dutch.

like any modern bookshop on the ground floor. It specializes Bhe was looking for something similar to “Dark like Hedlgr,” but

bargains and there is a decent selection of books in Enggisingide

in Dutch. Meanwhile, | purchased some Buck Danny, The Black

the door. It is modern and clean and light. There is a degEnt Hawks (not the same as the DC one) and Biggles comics.\Wérey

section on the ground floor as well, arranged alphabeticalip airy
space at the back of the shop. The SF is multilingual, anaiatic
perhaps that readers devour science fiction in whatever laagoueyg
can, and a comment on the language skills of the Dutch. fEhefid

all in Dutch, as there are very few translated editienbut the
artwork is so beautiful, and at €2 each, they were a stdairlg a
Friday evening, one of the staff offered my wife a be&won,
everyone had a glass. We chatted comics, and they lovédubit my

We took a break to do some mundane shopping, Simoné suddenly



April 2011 43

wife attempted to speak her odd kind of Dutch. Like everyone impatient American fans | encountered in Montreal — but here, o
Amsterdam, they initially recognized the accent was namnfthe holiday, we moved at Dutch speed in Dutch restaurants. Encelste
Netherlands. They tried English, yet she continued in hekasfris, and presentation and atmosphere should not be rushed. or dretted
and you could see in their eyes that they were amused. And ket  Each serving should be significant and a few moments of telaxa
we were given a Chris Ware comic that he creasgeciallyfor between courses is beneficial. | was loath to leaveidilic eatery
“Lambiek.” my wife had led me to. But it was time to take our leand wander

Thatis world class. up the Leidsesrraat Market, where we knew we would find 8uoffi

On Saturday, we were slow to get up. The beer ahbiek” led to  fresh fruit, breads, vegetables, books, comics, t@kgtcheese, fresh
more beer, and perhaps a little too much good food. We ldiddra and smoked fish and many other treasures. No wonder thatitea<i
while, enjoying the luxury of a holiday. Simoné discovered amothef Amsterdam carried bags with them at all times.

“interesting restaurant” in a brochure, but it was litgralff the If Simoné and | had an agenda, it was beer, cultur&staow more
downtown map we had. It was just as well it was, asvegs an beer. So it was that we make our way to “t'‘Arendsnest’tte
incentive to see sights further off the beaten track thahasleso far. Harrengracht canal. Translated, this is “The Eagles 'Natiough it
But, when we consulted Google Maps, the restaurant provés tois no relation to the more famous Bavarian pub of the seme. We
closer-by than we thought. “Cafe Open” is built on a swindderithat sat outside, and relaxed. There were 30 beers on tapfdlifypes
had once been used by the railway to cross the entrance to dhéeer, and over 120 different varieties in bottles. Ad,wed could
Prinsengracht canal from the Ijmeer. The railway is d@used, but have ordered from 100 Dutch Jenevers (a local type ofdbisheven a
the asymmetrical bridge still spans the broad canal.dtle the way selection of Dutctwhiskey Everything here is Dutch. It reminded me
going through the Central Station and along the waterfrbnisk with  of the ale pub in Addiscombe, Croyddrhe Claret But this was on a
ferries taking cyclists to-and-from the North Side ofskerdam. far larger scale and with an even more antique decor. Thiebiokard

We spot the old architecture of the industrial bridgenodern listed beer up to a 13.4% bock. Simoné declined to live life
passageway was built over it — a rectangular structurtasé,gwith a dangerously in favour of a milder 11% brew.
foot bridge leading down from one side of the canal. We etar Our next stop was to be the Anne Frank Huis. This istmatsn
very modern and clean restaurant. “The Kitchen” was airythad that is nearly mandatory for visitors to Amsterdam. [omg queues at
furniture functional. From one side there was a great vighveodock all times of day — even 9 p.m. on a summer Saturday whdbulkch
and the other bank of the river. Every few minutes, a waitwo do — went on-line, well before, to book a convenient half sbofr
crossed a massive modern bridge leading to Centralogtafihis then walk past the queue and in through a second doorway esgpeciall
restaurant is just 800 meters, a 12-minute walk from thératen for ticket holders. There is a limited number of ticketsden't tell
station. We must have learned to blend in by then. NotileeoDutch everyone
couples enjoying their afternoon, appeared to realize wee wer Tickets sell outvery fast so bookwell ahead. It's an amazing
strangers. Despite Simoné’s “Dutch — or because of it —avge museum, though, and worth even a wait in line. One has to remembe
welcome. that Anne and her family hid in rooms that were an almosbfieng

Exquisite food arrives almost unnoticed, brought by anriedu annex to a building that was itself only a small jam idignet factory
waiter — there were home-made breads and seafood chowdeavwd/e with offices, and it was a very small place. The diogj has been
time for a cigarette between courses — which might not $aited the repaired and renovated to recapture its 1940's look. Unlike many

museums, where hundreds can get lost at any
- il one time, it is difficult to have more than
' A twenty people in any of the original rooms that
made up the Anne Frank Huis.

When you enter, one is lead slowly through
the exhibits downstairs. There is video footage
documenting the history of the Frank family,

I their escape from Germany to Holland, and
finally their taking refuge in the annex. One
sees the offices of the co- conspirators who hid
¢ the Franks and supported them for over two
2 years. There are displays of actual items from
the house. Then you are conducted through the
open bookcase — an image that must be
# immediately recognizable to any book reader in
&Y the western world — and into the world where
Anne spent the last of her short life.

Once in the dim Annex, one soon realizes
they are standing in an empty room, with no
furniture. (Otto Frank, the sole survivor of the
family, asked that it never be shown with
furniture — models show how it once was.)
Even so, it is surprisingly tiny. The entire
Annex where 8 people lived was barely 500
square feet.) This was where Anne Frank spent
her long days and wrote her diary. It is an
incredible experience to look at the same
floorboards and walls and imagine it was 1942.
One continues through the rest of the Annex,
and then out into the actual Museum, a modern

L%Pan y Hustrated

ONE MILLION COPIES SOLD IN PAN ALONE

(Right) Anne Frank House.
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building adjoining the Anne Frank Huis. The horror of the Holocaus
is driven home with the stories of each of the eighteteesidents

after their betrayal to the Nazis. One by one they diebutlithe Helplng the Worldcon. and the World Too

father, Otto. Then you see the diary itself, laid open lfdoaead. | . . o . . )

cannot. But Simoné’s Afrikaans is near enough to Germangkhsasv Colin Harng has invited Renoyatlon commltt.ee .members o Ih"?h
Iﬂ?ﬂ a Kiva team. Kiva is an organization that faatks
mfcr

Dutch, that she can understand the handwritten words. Outwar . - ) . .
stoic, she is soon inwardly overcome as impact of adpyoung girl, . oflna.ncg,.prowdlng financial Services such as smaﬂs!aa low- .
' ' frincome individuals and those without access to typical banking

with such wonderful aspirations and observations, brutally sdu . ; . 4
out by ideological machinery that hated and feared her meréi§"/1ceS: often in the Third World. The team would .belnddma!.mf
unrelated to the Worldcon, the members simply having that

because she was a Jew. Simoné lets her emotions speak . S
fannish connection in common.

themselves. My wife is a strong woman, of great charaeind not
easily fazed. But her feelings are much too intenserioeal. $4 ggsfar t1t7 lteam rrigrzntt)ers hatye stepped forward. Theypbtve
Who could fail to be moved? | remember once seeitm Fdank ,C i outto oatn '\r/]v d ransz?]c I'onSZIOOS doart of this

on the BBC children’s programBlue Peter He was interviewed by a olin, a pas oridcon c.“alr ( ) an part o '
childhood crush, and | may have tuned in more to watch Janet E é)rldcon commlttge, explains: “I thought that creating advation
than whoever she happened to be interviewing at the tinme.nist eam W?S a nlceb idea hbecause Il W;.S S:Jredthere \(/jV(t)uId Iabgady
have been early 1980. Mr. Frank had previously been on the sh&gnovation members who were also Kiva lenders an hay )
whenBlue Petenvisited the House, in 1976. But even when he spo joy th|§ chance to !mk thelr Interests terther' | disaght that it

' would raise the profile of Kiva with Renovation members who’

about Anne Frank four years later, he was just as captivatngde . s
Y ! J P 3 never heard of Kiva or microfinance, and maybe encourage sew

a point to read the book, soon after, and like many othengyo L : . .

rezfders felt something for Anne. She had been a g)i/rl oﬂilyig peo%le ;o join. So it reflects my personal support forakand what it
! : stands for.

older than I, but because of the Holocaust would newer ag “The first key point to say straight away is thes st an official

This is the real sense of history. When one standsewhemne R i ity (h for inst 't find it lidlé
stood and feels what she felt, the brutality of the Se¥dodd War enovation ac 'V'.Y( ence for Instance you ",VO“ indt m
our website or discussed in the PRs). As I'm sure you kneny v

becomes more personal. It happened to her; it could happeu;t yoWeII, things like official con charities are very cantieus and within

could happen to anyone of us. ; X e
PP Y any staff or member community there will be a spectruropafion

The modern building next to the House is a massiveinasolt f . ti hould h thing to do with * " ag th
contains libraries and is used for and meetings and fordmis. a rom conventions Snou ave no |ng 0 do with "causes ey

legacy to us so that we should never forget what happ@xdioor. are inherently political (with a small “p” at least)’ t&cience fiction

) : : is highly sensitive to the future of thedvarld of society
Thanks Anne’s daily outpourings, and the father who preserved thein 2 9enre 1s ST
is doubtful anyone ever will. | am grateful to Mr. Franktics efforts and the SF genre and SF fans have an opportunity, indeedtam

on behalf of his daughter. Seeing her words into print, sebimg dUt,Y_i_rt](;t%ggdf?raktﬁ;hzygﬁgdV%;Settrizn'oelac;d | openly admit to

house protected and expanded into a temple of understanding and ™ . .
Iearning— they are a giftF:o the world that hert)s oudlien. and will 9 appreciating both of the above views. SF IS a genre ofitheef full
outlive me ' of stories that help us think about the world we are in oottie one

Even though our stay in Amsterdam lasted another few; dayg we fre cr eatll?g, and | have a(;V\;ays rrl1(et trt?any f?;sb V‘t’tho (@ d‘li
the best secondhand bookshop had yet to be visited — I've not e%%esspna y) are concerned to make the worid be eweier
mentioned the Book Exchange — I no longer feel the desireitea wr ~ 2>° believe that it's wise to avoid such initiativesdoaing official

Rather, | shall sit a quiet moment. | shall share thisugith the convention activities because there IS a diversity ofiwiabout any
Dutch people, savor their conviction that the Anne Frank Hcmsesipec'f.'c cause anq that can becomg C!IVISIVE. Far betteryin m
Amsterdam as much as the bock and the tulips are. I'll wdrmler experience to provide space for special interest groupssetthat

much a part of the Dutch character the horror of invasiontlaad fandom helps those who want to come together, while not forcing

destruction of a people has become, and how far the wraingjdife partici.pat.ion or contribution on people against.their Wi”'j’
of one young German girl, taking refuge in her adopted citg, ha Thl'(s. IS ar;t ope/n teamt_— fanyone can join - click how://
made it so. I'll think about the girl who looked out of mmenfi the ——

cover of a Pan book, pretty and neat. She is embedded in my yne orThe first step is to create a personal account oa. k‘[‘Deposn
thus. T'll try to think of her, too, without her smile, reedcto skin unds, then choose who to lend them to. Colin explains s‘Gigates

and bone, incarcerated in a place of utter horror devoid of blopea direct connection between lender and receiver which makes the

humanity, her sister deathly ill, her mother and fathparsged from experience much more tangible for lenders. The idea is tacspisk,

her and presumed dead, lice infested, starving, a slave... anitlisow SO a loan of $1OOQ total will typically be covered by e.gpé@ple
any wonger that she died — crushingly — only \?veeks from libera lending $50 each in case of a default. (You lend in units of $25).

Hopefully, | will not be able to picture it at allhe real Anne When funds are repa[d to your account, you can lend them qgain, or
Frank is imm’ortal withdraw them — so it really is a loan arrangement, ncharity

donation.

“Teams are just way of affiliating the loans youken#o a social
group. If you're a member of a team (and you can be in roomeg,or
more than one), then when you loan you get asked if you want t
count your loan against that team.

“l am very taken with the idea of micro-finance aswvay to
encourage sustainable development in a tangible way, thdmerlan
aid dependency culture. I've been a member of Kiva for about 18
months now myself.”
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Aussiecon 4, the 2010 Worldcon

Patrick Nielsen Hayden

BEST NOVEL
[Tie for first place]
The City & The Citypy China Miéville (Del Rey; Macmillan UK)
The Windup Girby Paolo Bacigalupi (Night Shade)

BEST EDITOR, SHORT FORM
Ellen Datlow

BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST

BEST NOVELLA Shaun Tan

“Palimpsest” by Charles Stross (Wireless; Ace; Orbit) BEST SEMIPROZINE

Clarkeswortl edited by Neil Clarke, Sean Wallace, & Cheryl

BEST NOVELETTE Morgan

“The Island” by Peter Wattg e New Space OperaRos)

BEST FAN WRITER

BEST SHORT STORY Frederik Pohl

“Bridesicle” by Will McIntosh Asimov’s1/09)

BEST FANZINE

BEST RELATED WORK StarShipSofadited by Tony C. Smith

This is Me, Jack Vance! (Or, More Properly, This is “I")

by Jack Vance (Subterranean) BEST EAN ARTIST

BEST GRAPHIC STORY Brad W. Foster

Girl Genius, Volume 9: Agatha Heterodyne and the Heirs of the
Storm
Written by Kaja and Phil Foglio; Art by Phil Foglio; ©ars by
Cheyenne Wright (Airship Entertainment)

THE JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD
FOR BEST NEW WRITER
Seanan McGuire

Aussiecon 4 was able to brag about its Hugo voter turnoote¥it
Docherty wrote invoice of the Echidna“After the record number

of Hugo Nominations, we had high hopes about the voting numbers
and we are pleased to announce that there were 1094 valid Hugo
Voting Ballots. This total is the highest since the 2000 ltdon,

and second highest since 1988.”

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION — LONG FORM
Moon Screenplay by Nathan Parker; Story by Duncan Jones;
Directed by Duncan Jones (Liberty Films)

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION — SHORT FORM
Doctor Who: “The Waters of MarstWritten by Russell T Davies
& Phil Ford; Directed by Graeme Harper (BBC Wales)

Further Down Underness The committee proposes to hold thecon. It will draw well-known authors to the
Aussiecon 4 set the record as the |argeé/,§/orldcon in San Antonio, Texas over LaborU.K., who then might be persuaded to attend
Worldcon Down Under. The convention's D&y Weekend, August 29 through Septembethe convention he wants Irish fans to run in

onsite newsletteilVoice of the Echidnae- 2, 2013. Dublin the following weekendThat's what
ported that at the close of registration on Sun- ] _ he means by Dublin 2014.
day the con had 1673 pre-registered members EXploring Seattle in 2015 Shields is taking inspiration from Au Con-

on site and 64 walk-in full members. ThereAlex Von Thorn says that Seattle is looking atraire. the New Zealand national convention
were 74 Sunday day members. In total, therbidding for the 2015 Worldcon: “On behalf of h’e attended on the way to Aussiecon 4.
were 2034 warm bodies on site at variouSWOC, | announced an exploratory commit{t'S Interesting to note that the New Zealand
times during the con not counting Mondaytee to consider the possibility of bidding for aN&t€on the weekend before got about 150
walk-ins. Worldcon in Seattle in 2015... extra attende;e;. (normal attendance 100 — was
Even without aggregating the data intoa It is notan active bid at this time, but220)--- Dublin is much closer to London than
proper warm-body count, attendance clearlghould it become one Alex says he expects RjéW Zealand is to Melbourne, so | think we

exceeds Aussiecon 3 (1999)'s figure of 1,548be the chair. could get even more visitors as a result — 300-
400 attendence would seem credible.”
. . , . H hasized, “I don't wish t
Texas FIIeS for 2013 DUb“n 2014 Don’t Panic e _emphasize ont wis o run

. . S . | against London, rather complement it.”
Texas in 2013 bid chair Bill Parker reportslrish fan and 2010 GUFF winner James ~ james Bacon mentioned the development

they have filed the required paperwork withShields’ e-mail of September 8 titled “Dublin ¢ the | ondon in 2014 Worldcon bid commit-
the Site Selection Administrator for the Reno2014” caused a momentary spell of vertiggee ang they concluded, “No issue our end.”
Worldcon. Meeting these requirements by th@mong fans who know that's the same year gee? Ng reason for controversy. Try not to
deadline assures that the bid appears on th@ndon is bidding for the Worldcon.
mail ballot. The dizziness passed once fans
ized Shields reallywantsa London World-

di inted.
reaP—e isappointe
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SF3 Cancels Elizabeth Moon as WisCon GoH

WisCon’s parent organization $Bnnounces it “has withdrawn the of hatred for people you have defined as different, and theréfte-
invitation to Elizabeth Moon to attend Wiscon 35 as guekbnbr.”  rior and immoral, has become socially unacceptable?”

The opinions Moon expressed in her September 11 LiveJourna When interviewed bijNewsOK the Oklahomanonline, October
post about building a mosque near Ground Zero ignited widespre28iabout WisCon'’s decision to drop her as one of its guekisnof
controversy. In the wake of this reaction?PBssed a resolution on Moon reportedly said “she felt her comments were cernid really
October 3 recommending that the WisCon rescind Moon’s GoH indidn’t expect them to generate as much controversy as theylu
tation. However, several weeks passed before thanagts taken. polarization of American politics, world politics, for thaatter, she

The decision itself, naturally, has become the focusnofhar said, decreases the opportunity for civil discourse. Wigatlave not
controversy. David Klaus, a frequent contributor toRHe 770blog, mention — because of fear of backlash — and cannot discuss calmly,

felt it was an opportunity for dialog lost. because of the actual backlash and the feeding frenzygeis wfiat
Cheryl Morgan, in her blog entry, “Pressure Teli&sknowledged most needs to be brought into the open....”

the decision might be seen as a simultaneous victory ametdeff The Oklahomanarticle also reports that after the convention’s

civic virtues: decision was announced Moon responded publicly on her blog say-

“So where are we? Have we found ourselves in a vadridob  ing: “WisCon management has the right to make whatevesidesi
rule where anyone with a following on the Internet can hoand-i they think best for the convention. | do not and did not dispete th
cent writers and convention committees into doing theiribg®dOr  right to rescind the invitation.”
have we found ourselves in a world in which the ignorant express

MoonFail, wow.
By Espana Sheriff

There is a lot to say about tt
particular incident, most of whic
has been said already by peo
smarter and more eloquent thai
But | do want to add a few wort
specifically about the subseque
Wiscon decision and why
followed it with great interest.

A few years ago a loc
convention | attend regular
asked Larry Niven to be the
Guest of Honor.

At one time | would hav
been delighted by this, | ha
enjoyed several Niven nove
over the years and of course ,
the Myriad Ways is a class
collection, from the titular stor
to the oft-referenced “Man «
Steel, Woman of Kleenex
Additionally Niven is Los
Angeles fandom and therefc
I've met him at several cons a
we have many acquaintances
common. .

However at the time he w !
asked to be GOH, it had recen Hear no data See no data Speak no data
come to light that he had ma
some, to my mind, ver ©Alan F. Beck
unfortunate comments regardiiy
Spanish speakers in his role as consultant to the Depdrtofi engine. What | would like to discuss here is my reactionitareffect
Homeland Security. As a Spanish speaker, a citizen, a huntan ba&n my eventual convention activities and experience.
and a fan | took exception to his comments and the context ehwhi For starters: My objection was not to Niven attegdihe
they were made. Those in a position of power or influence dlul convention, fandom is diverse and contains many diverging
aware of the potential consequences of their words and.deed viewpoints. That's life and that’'s people and it's gerngral Good

I don't want to digress, so if you want the specifiomould Thing. Further, | would not have objected to Niven being a gurest
recommend entering “Sigma” “Niven” and “Spanish” into arsea being on panels, he’s certainly important to the genre as Inoth a
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author and a fan and quite likely has much to say that is waatinge
and much to write that is worth reading.

My objection was to the Honor portion of Guest of Horlor

personally subscribe to the ‘member’ theory of con-goingn Inat a
passive audience or ‘customer’, I'm a member, and as shetvd
always tried to participate and to help create the spagdeommunity

statement saying she was still going to be GoH, then 8EJdrent
organization, made a statement saying she was not gobeg&oH.

That's the last bit of neat and tidy in this entiesm

Espafia has the best take on the Silicon Situation b&0B, and
the protest we put into effect was simple, sly, humoemd brilliant.
People knew what we meant, people asked questions of us and it

| am part of. So when the convention chooses to honor soniigoneseemed even Larry Niven noticed... well, maybe a littlewds a

implication that honor is bestowed by the entire conventigrseth
included. Obviously there is no vote, the committee chobee&OH,
but like a government that | have not personally cast afooté still
represents me. | may not be familiar with the worlpersonality of
the GOHs, but generally speaking | trust that their cantiobs to the
field have in fact done us honor by their work as an artist gerson,
or ideally both.

Now of course a person can be a good artist and ahpooan
being, and | am not suggesting that this is the case wittnNide is
by all accounts a nice man to know. Neither am | suggedtatgan
artist should be excluded from consideration as GOH for pleesonal
life or beliefs, although | bet people known to be unpleasamarin
fact considered. But a GOH is generally picked becausthef
standing in the field.

And here is where | found myself having a hard time. €asans
that Niven was chosen as GOH were the exact same reasanas
chosen as a consultant for Sigma and given a voice of influsnite
US government. The two are not separate, his comments foame
‘Niven the respected SF author’, remove the ‘SF autportion and
the ‘DHS consultant’ goes away as well (as does ‘SF cothok
GOH’). His actions in one sphere cannot be separatedHiomiork in
the other.

For this reason | initially decided to skip the comamtiSeveral
friends asked me to reconsider, and eventually a combinaftitwo
arguments convinced me to attend. The first boiled down t@at\&re

gentle push-back on a serious issue and | think it worked.

The questions raised by the Moon Situation (variously knasvn
MoonFail, Moongate, the WisControversy, and my nomer — The
Moondoggle) are interesting on many levels. The first srihdt there
was no win position. Wiscon says this about itself oir thebsite —

“This is the world's leading feminist science fiction convention.
WisCon encourages discussion and debate of ideas relating to
feminism, gender, race and class. WisCon welcomes writersysedit
and artists whose work explores these themes as well as teyr m
fans...”

And...

“WisCon exists for the enjoyment and comfort of all convention
attendees. You agree voluntarily to abide by these rules of conduct and
you understand that SRWisCon's parent organization) is relying on
your cooperation, courtesy and good judgment. The convention
committee will only take action under these rules when the betatvior
any individual or small group either disturbs a significant percentage
of attendees or detracts from the relaxed and comfortable atmosphere
of the conventioh.

Now, read that any way you like and you can say thahaier
what position they took on the matter could be both countered and
supported. Allow Moon to remain a GoH and they can havei@user
debate about the role of dissent, views of Islam and so akenT
another way, they can't allow themselves to have somedrehas
virulently opposed religious equity and shown strong bigotry in a

ya, chicken?’ but the second and more persuasive was thk&gma public forum. You can see that there is no good answer, arehiis

myself invisible was the easiest, laziest and leasctfe thing |

to say that it was Elizabeth Moon’s mistake of postinghsauching

could do. If | felt the Spanish speaking community had been slightethen she knew she was going to be the Guest of Honor at a

then the correct answer was to highlight and celebradecsaimunity.

convention where this kind of thing is much frowned upon.

| was contacted and corresponded with the concom, who kad be Several things were mentioned as forms of prdvgstarious
unaware of the controversy, and assured them that | would mttendees, specifically by N. K. Jemisin but had been bogrcound

confront, harass or embarrass their GOH and explainétezofi what

the web in various forums, were things “...like turning mykbae her

we had planned, which amounted to a very tongue-in-chedlrring her GoH speech, challenging her when she's on panels.” Those
celebration of Spanish and Hispanic genre, which Andy Trembl#lyings might be a bit extreme, but it would also allow opputy for

dubbed ‘Hispanac'.
We got flags, sombreros, Tequila, loteria (whichyptl as a

those who still want to try to have the conversationdemiatters that
her post brought up. That's one thought. On the other hand, thely coul

drinking game is pretty deadly stuff), luchador masks, somttyprehave all the debate they want even without her there andenaould

awesome Superzan movies. We costumed accordingly; a frehd

feel threatened by having a known bigot around. That's another point.

both sporting Frieda Khalo ensembles, and spread the mesiage w Again, no great choice is possible that won't piss offeast a fair

referring to the catalyst incident at all. It was aliry silly, and
honestly with a bit more time it would have been nice tooeeshing
slightly more informative and less... um, stereotypical. et point

percentage.
One thing that has annoyed some who have been carefully
watching the unfolding of events is the brevity of the statgnon

was to keep it fun and laugh at ourselves while also being lou@gtober 21 that announced the rescinding of Moon’s GoHship.

colorful and most of alpresent

The Moondoggle:

Can’t Win, Don’t Try
By Chris Garcia

“SF3, the parent organization of WisCon, has withdrawn the
invitation to Elizabeth Moon to attend WisCon35 as a guest of honor.
Please see the SF3 statement at3h8 websité.

There’s not a lot there. It's a simple statemierigf and, to many,
completely unsatisfying. | wrote in and asked for a stateamsh got a
simple response I'm sorry, all | can say is this: It was in the best
interest of both parties, SF3 and Ms. Moon, to withdraw our
invitation. Doesn’t say much either, but it does give us a few pfonts
jumping on. Was it in the best interest of Elizabeth Moon&stM
certainly. Being in that situation where folks who have rgfro

You've probably got the Internet, so you've probably heard alheut tantipathy towards you is no fun. As for Wiscon itself, thaghnbe

Elizabeth Moon situation. There are a lot of thread®dk at, try to

dissect, but mostly, it boils down to three things: thvegee statements N

arguableThere was a ‘Draft Statement of Principals’ that showgd u
i eCube, littp://www.wiscon.info/downloads/W35eCube4.hxml

made that appeared Islamophobic, Moon eliminated all the eotsm followed by re-stating the Wiscon refund Policy. That stiisn't a
on the post, Wiscon, where she was to be guest of honale ma direct comment, but it is telling.
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Let's look at the economic effects. If a langember of the sales $7,200 by 42 artists.
Wiscon community wrote in and said they would not be attending if Espafia Sheriff, Leigh Ann Hildebrand, and Jason Schactatihos
Moon remained as GoH, then it's was almost certainlyHferbest. If the Fanzine Lounge: following Geri Sullivan at the '92 Worldcon
a single attendee would lead to a serious drop in the attendadc there was a Fanzine Lounge by Day in a hotel “function roso”
membership numbers, then there’s a good reason to rescind libénizian) and a Fanzine Lounge by Night in a bedroom suite; |
GoHship to Moon. If there is something that threatens ititglity of  brought a few dozen recent zines for visitors to lookrat,tays. Sam
a convention, then you're damn right you should move to exclude @hiang, Kate Morgenstern, and Brian O’Neill helped me build the
preferably as soon as possible. How many would make a algiéice Rotsler Award exhibit in the Art Show, honoring this yearisner
effect: for a con that has a cap at 1000? My gut says nzagbeaple Stu Shiffman.
of hundred. | chose three Classics of S-F: Fredric Browthat Mad Universe

As far as attitudinally, that's a harder call.desis, from a trolling (1949); Hal ClementMission of Gravity(1953); H.G. Wells,The
of the comments on various blogs and forums, that it's abtoil in - Time Maching1895); theUniverseandTimediscussions | led alone,
favor of the rescinding, including Jemisin and Catherynne Valenfer Gravity | was joined by Greg Benfor@imewas far the oldest and
There are several notable folks who weren’t happy with thisidec most widely popular, buBravity | guessed was our best loved, and
including Will Shetterly, who always seems to pop up in theses hour was fullest. Maybe, someone said afterwards, et
controversies. This would seem to indicate that thetelsagt some because you were with a Famous Pro. Maybe, | said, butK tie
dissent. Will there be an equally large backlash agéims decision was there for the same reason | was, and you were. dowehour
when it comes to the gate the con pulls? It's possible, ththmh kept digressing to the influence @ravity, from the more vital
numbers of respondents at the sites | was following thecfitgple of  question, what about the book was so good? @mgerseattender
days after the announcement seemed to indicate otherwise. had happened upon the NESFA Press collection of Brown’s novels

The big problem is the community and how much damagdartians and Madnes§002) in a used-book shop; on its cover an
regardless of the outcome, this entire incident may bdawe to the alien reads an issue éfstoundingshowing the great Kelly Freas
ideal of Wiscon. There were people who said that thiseesiiuation picture for Martians, Go Home(1955), by which artistic license
had soured them on Wiscon as a place of inclusion. There’ddhe i(Kelly's cover was for the 1976 Ballantine printing, nod hartians
that by including Moon, that's actually excluding those who shigeen inAstounding Bob Eggleton got to paint a cover with one of
offended and the greater inclusion is excluding her. That's #elly’s best images, what fuifime we observed, expatiated little its
interesting take. There are those who believe that tleeyraessence, fictional technology, a mark of good s-f; also of all thiilee strange
excluding dissenting points of view, which | can also kindaTkere minds it met were interacted with least.
are also those who see this as an adverse action, thef kimigathat On Friday night Bull, and Will Shetterly, came to Rege
the ConComm was against when they issued a statement iin tiREncing. On Saturday afternoon | led a tour of the Art Sheking
progress  report, eCube htip://www.wiscon.info/downloads/ as | doWhat's happening in this artwork? How does the artist show
W35eCube3.htn)l It does, perhaps, show a disconnect between tog?On Sunday from 1 a.m. till dawn Becky Thomson, Tom Veal, and
ConComm and the parent organization, and perhaps even mbhmsted the Prime Time Party, with good food, drink, cosadgon.
damaging, the ConComm took a stand, then SF3 reversedatirecirhe final event of a con is the Dead Dog Party (custdyrtzosted by
without a real thorough announcement. That sort of thing can the current con committee, or next year’s; until the dast is —), but
rough on a community that brings itself together under an limbfe there wasn’t one. At 2 a.m. on Monday the Fanzine Loungégat N
principled inclusion. Still, it might have been far worséitimg Moon  was going strong as | left.
in as GoH and then have a series of awkward confrontations. [Editor's Note: Congratulations to John for being selectedeag

So, there’s no such thing as a good answer in this dher Bay, year's Loscon Fan GoH.]
Wiscon loses with some segment of their audience. Sk@ maall,

which may well end up being the right call, but ultimately, i Stu Shiffman Wins Rotsler Award

conflicted with the ConComm’s statement. This is one hafs¢ . . ,

situations where holding off until all ships can report mightehbeen Stu S.hlffman. O.f Seatltle, WA hfa\s won this years .RotAkaarq for

the right idea. Ipng-tlme artistic achlevement in amateur publlcathnm9f50|ence
fiction community. Established in 1998, the award is givemually

and carries an honorarium of $300.

Shiffman was named the winner on Saturday, November 27, 2010
at the Los Angeles local science fiction convention “bost held
each year over the U.S. Thanksgiving Day weekend.

Shiffman’s deft portrayals of our adventures, in whiuks
historical interests and sometimes talking animals {adke, have
place us in hieroglyphic Egypt, Victorian England, or the futur
imagined by E.R. Burroughs. He won the Hugo Award as Best Fa
Artist in 1990. In 1981 he was the Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund delegate
to the British national sf convention.

The Rotsler Award is sponsored by the Southern Cakiforni
Institute for Fan Interests, Inc., a nonprofit corporatwamich in 2006
hostedthe 63rd World Science Fiction Convention. The Award is

Loscon XXXVII named for the late Bill Rotsler, a talented and prolifitst over
Report by John Hertz many years. Its current judges are Claire Brialey, Mi{ger and
John Hertz.

(Reprinted fromVanamonde915): The Los Angeles local con is
Loscon, held over the U.S. Thanksgiving Day weekend. Losceyy,
XXXVII was November 26-28, 2010 at the L.A. Int’l Marriottoke!: - .

’ . . . . . ) = o
Author Guest of Honor, Emma Bull: Graphic Artist, Phibgio: rotsFlgrr more about the Rotsler Award, please visitv.scifiinc.org/
Fans, Kim & Jordan Brown; attendance about 1,000; in the Art Show,

The 2010 Loscon [www.loscon.org] was the 37th. An exhibit of
iffman’s work was displayed in the Art Show.
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The Fanivore

AND THIS 15 OUR C/L/IZEL WORLD OF
THE CULTURED 7WENTY FIRST7 CENTURY?

THE CRETACEDUS FPER/OL, HOME TO
HUGE LIZARD-LIKE BEAST S~ ~L/NASURS!

.. [AND | WILL CRisH
THE SILVER SMASHER/
| WILL #4254 HIm,
EASH HM, GRIND

HIM INTO

BEEF JTERKY!

AND THEN . ..

VA AR

Steve Stiles

Joseph T Major There were some notorious cases of abusReserve Consumer Price Index conversion
and of overgenerous awards. A. A. Milnesite reveals that the current value of that $50
wrote a poem about that, titted. “O.B.E.”; itis $191.21. http://www.minneapolisfed.org/

Editorial Notes: Well, | boughtTake Back ends “And died — without the O.B.E. Thankindex.cfm

Your Governmenivhen it came out. Or was G0d! He died without the O.B.E.” Obituaries: See above under “News of
rushed out. Note well the introduction which  ©ne wonders if someone quoted that téandom”. And just now George Scithers has
effusively praises the H. Ross Perot campaighRrofessor J. R. R. Tolkien, O.B.E. died.

of 1992, styling it a perfect example of this Elaming Youth: It looks as if Farmer Roy Test And he never got all the honqr
sort of effort. The footnoting is aborted atChris of Ham (compare Chris Garcia tohe deserved. Are any of the other founding
dfguline Baynes’s illustrations for “Farmermembers left?

the book to print. Giles of Ham”; Chris, do you have a blunder- [[Not that | know of.]]

Right before Perot dropped his campaigrPUSS?) is recovering from his siege of fire, Appreciation of Mark Owings: | read
Only temporarily, of course, but it broke theWith three issues ofhe Drink Tankin three about the GriII/Bin!(in 9ollectior1 iln an art_icle
momentum and in that pause people came days. _ . . by Jack Chalker irScience Fiction Review
see how marginal and erratic Ross the Boss Rena Discounting Youth: With some and when | encountered Chalker at Mid-
Was. reminders of how things have changed. MidAmeriCon (I'd bought a membership some

The irony is that Lisa worked for the Re-AmeriCon was denounced for having a $50 atime before the price went up) | asked him

publican campaign in Henderson that year-the-door membership fee, with nightmareabout it. He seemed glad someone had no-

and upon readingBYG observed that many $cenarios of kids hearing of the con, ponyindiced.
of its recommendations were both valid and'P the $50 to get in, losing their badges, and Fan Noir: And now Taral is vying for a
h

useful. aving to pay another $50 for a replacementSidewise Award!

News of Fandom If we aren't dying All Fandom Was Already At War over the Introduction to New Realms of Fantasy
we're coming down with cancer. This is not 1rek ban, where angels with flaming swordsand Science Fiction(Hsin Huan Chieh):
the most cheering of news. would be posted next to the registration lineNould they like to trade?

Sir Jean-Luc: One transposition: The five ready to smite anyone in Starfleet uniform, Loscon XXXVI Report: Laura Frankos
ranks of the Most Excellent Order of the Brit-@nd this opened a second front. And thenites program purchases as to why the stories
ish Empire, in declining order, are Knightthey instituted .the hospital wrist badgeof Menedemos and.Sostratos. are not as by
Grand Cross (GBE) or Dame Grand Cros_§°heme’ and while someone else got a patiehfarry Turtledqve while the stories of Leon of
(GBE), Knight Commander (KBE) or Dame into the con for free, | got a rash. o Atrax and Jorian of Ardamgl both were as py
Commander (DBE), Commander (CBE), So we can expect the usugl criticism b)L_. Sprague de Camp. Which quds to restric-
Officer (OBE), Member (MBE). thqse vyhp haven’.t any other ideas, b_ut aréons on authors. “You can't write that, it's

The Order was instituted during the Worldduite willing to point out how wrong things not your genre.”

War in 1917, to fill in a gap in honours. &'€: , . , Or maybe not. Frank G. Slaughter wrote
Hm. Checking the Minneapolis Federalreligious fiction while C. V. Terry wrote

about page sixty because of the need to ru
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swashbuckling adventures, but the latted8. | ignored much of the data card era. &nd float around with me."
really was the former, and after a while theknew | would drop my pile of cards and "Hi Marie, I'm sending you a picture of a
publisher admitted it. loose all my information so never used onenanta ray. (attachment included)”

WexWorlds: A Prejudiced Report: Is it of those original machines. Instead | acci- "Stop with the attachments. | have an old
possible that the anger expressed at Eoidently dumped my data machine (a largeeomputer that gets overloaded easily. | am
Colfer writing Hitchhiker's books stems thing like an ugly, oversized typewriter) off going out to swim with the real rays. Come
from people who liked what Douglas Adamsthe desk and onto the floor. It took a chunkout with me."

did, and thinking that what they would getout of the floor. | accepted the punch card "Hi Marie. Il send the picture inside an

was a novel by Eoin Colfer (who is not machines when | no longer had to keep mgmail along with seven new pictures of my
Douglas Adams) with Douglas Adams’scards in the correct order. latest grandson. Then it won't take up as
name on it? Soon floppies appeared. My first wordmuch space.”

Theme SongsEvery so often the theme processing program was Apple Writer. Be- (A silent few bad words go through my
song from “Friends” sticks in my head. |fore that, | depended on text book companiebead.) "By Susie, | have to go."
only saw part of one episode. |didn't like it.to send me programs on floppies. Then went "Hi Marie. Are you having a nice day?
But the <deleted> <deleted> <deleted> son¢p floppies the second they could. Paper i$ll send you some doggie pictures and to-
keeps on popping up! too expensive. The physics and biologyday's news on the Olympics."

The Fanivore Marie RengstorffSince | instructors were upset when | did not share "Please Susie, real letters only. Tell me
was buying Wilbur Smith books during the my text book, grading, and testing programsvhat is happening in your life. No pictures.
period that “the battle still raging at that mo-on floppies. No news transfers. No blurbs about the
ment in Vietnam” was raging, | wonder. | was totally surprised they gave a hangproblems of aging or of being a woman."
Later, of course, such works were the prodThey repeatedly told me | was computer "Hi Marie. LOL, BFF, You always like
uct of an evil system that all decent peoplegnorant, so | assumed they already had arithe pictures | send."
boycotted. were using those kinds of programs. Nope. "By Susie."

Lloyd Penney The Heinlein Centennial They had never even seen such things until Needless to say, | shut down IM after a
convention committee managed to get a comore than a year after | had started usingionth. The rest of those cutsie communica-
sponsorship with a space conference (and tithem. Such vindication. Giggle Snort Calltion systems will go the way of IM, so | have
SF Research Association). | didn't see anyne computer ignorant and pay the price. no intention of starting them.

notice of the space conference at all. Men still treat me the same way. They Before the days of hard drives and inter-
cannot believe a fat old lady can free dive taet, | spent years using my own word proc-
Marie Rengstorff 100 feet and clean up her own computer. ¢ssing and data analysis program, which |

don't use a dive belt to free dive and | don'treated out of Word Star. | kept a dozen
know the correct modern computer termsgcopies of the program because floppies died

| was doing a disk cleanup and wiped everyWh!Ch leaves an impression of .ignorancepf naturall causes gfter a dozen or so uses.
thing | did not desperately need. which | totally admit to. | am going to go I am finally giving up my old Word_Star
In cleaning out my computer, | even did 6pgy the latest book, '.I'he. Internet.for Dum-manual. | thought | might need to dig out
"scan disk.” After 10 years in the tropics, myMi€s- Some communication tephmques h.avar]y old novel one Fjay -- on ten real floppy
C drive disk was un-chipped, un-rotted, andP@ssed me by. Most will remain in my delib-disks. After all this time, | would need a

un-corrupted. The trouble was, | forgot the€rate ignorance category. You would notmanual; using original Word Star is not auto-

magic words for "scan disk." It took me anPelieve IM communication with people my matic. | would need my personally pro-
hour to figure out which program was the29€: grammed disk for Word Star, the novel
same old scan disk under new nouns. "Hi Marie, how are you. I'm sending youdisks, the right kind of feed, and the manual,

That is the problem with being on com-& "0Se- (icon included)” just to open a floppy data disk after all this

puters too long. One forgets the new terms, i» Susie. The manta rays were swimtime. . . .
| first used a computer in the winter of 1947-MiNY around my beach today. Come on out Kids call a little rigid plastic box a

"floppy." That makes "kids" a very
broad term. Anyone with enough dec-
ades of life knows that a floppy

FLOPS. I think I still have my novel in
A SK‘NNY&‘.RL original form flopping around some-

L..[({E YOuU WOULTb where, but none of the hardware or
software to run it. The correct com-
BE. AN A?%WSGR puter, the floppy-disk-only machine
with no hard drive, never died. | threw
it away when it could no longer keep
up. It was big and huge, but not as big
as that first computer at MIT. The
programming room at MIT in 47-48
was as large as my bedroom. The
working parts to that computer had a
whole building separated from the pro-
gramming room by a heavy-duty wall.
When those old glass vacuum tubes
blew, they were shrapnel bombs. But
they were so beautiful, all hand blown.

WHAT SO 0F A MidR
ROLE N THE CAN NIBALO.R
Movie 2
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Alexis Gilliland

Thanks forFile 770 #158, which is
beautifully done, as usual. Bill Rot
sler's back cover is interesting in the
| don't recall seeing him use a was
before now. Maybe there are son
oil paintings waiting to surface?

A couple of my cartoons in thi
issue also appeared in the curre
Alexiad a bit of sloppiness on my
part for which | apologize. A sheet @
carefully vetted cartoons is enclose
for your contemplation and possibl
use.

“Fan Noir,” Taral's piece on far
writing was competent, but perhag
longer than necessary. In one sen:
everything written by fans is far
writing, so the question is wha
makes that writing memorable?
would say: Being entertaining. A
highlight of the current issue is Chri
Garcia setting his beard on fire.

Obituaries aren’t supposed to t
entertaining, but Martin Morse
Wooster's piece on Mark owings
reminded me of an old friend an
told me some things | hadn't knowr
and | quite liked the obituary of Ta

HAIRY POTTER

nooga, TN. However, ever since |
began to learn about the long history
of this culture | now call home I've
wanted to get involved in the "real"
fandom -- that which is a direct line
descendant, as it were, of those who
found each other in Mr. Gernsback's
letters pages. | know these folk are
lurking out there somewhere, but
how do | find them? Is there a list-
ing online somewhere of currently
extant science-fiction

clubs and societies? | live in Atlanta
and would love to make contact with
such folk if possible.

In the past, I've written, self-
published and podcasted 5 original
novels -- 2 cyberpunk, 2 general sci-
fi, 1 Arthurian fantasy. I've written
fanfiction in theStar Wars, Stargate
SG-landX-Men the Movie
universes. | have played D&D all
my life and for a few years the "old
school" Battletech, and read comic
books for 12 years in my youth. So
| think | have a lot to offer a club in
terms of fanac possibilities. At
any rate, do tell how | can become
more involved.

M. Lee Rogers

kumi Shibano. | regret to report that

Peter Swanson, Lee’s father, died on April 21
at 86 years of age. We are not going to the Nice group shot of the Corflu Cobalt folks,Please do keep us informed about Cheryl
funeral, since he left his body to a teachingeminds me of all those shots of sf club gathMorgan’s visa situation. We should always
hospital, but we will be going up to Buffalo erings from ages ago.... which also makes mexpect governments to screw things up
for the memorial service. recall how many times I've seen those oldexcept when they hired you). Even though |
photos run, with the comment of "we onlydo not want terrorists or spies to get into the
know two names in this crowd of fifty..." country, it seems rather doubtful that Ms.
Have you any way to attach names to alMorgan fits either category. At this point, |

Brad Foster

these people while they, or others, are stilwould wonder whether a quick trip to Canada
Liked your look back at the old tv theme around to correctly identify them all? Maybeor a Caribbean country would be worth the
songs. And I'd never thought about a comSOMe code-.sawy fan could help you do opeisk of not.getting back in. . .
parison betweehost In SpacandStar Trek of those things for the web version of this Reno is not the only major convention
but | think you absolutely nailed that. And where you run your mouse over the phoFoofferlng speglal rates for younger fans.. This
along with your mention dfost in Spacand and the name of the person pops up.? Or jugkar’s NASFlC, ReConStruction, is oﬁgrlng a
Time Tunnel | started thinking another b- the old fashioned version with outlines ofsmall discount to people under 25. This came
everyone and numbers, and the correspondirfgpm their Progress Report 1. It's worth a try.
pames listed below. Future fan historians Amen to Taral's point that writing about
one’'s everyday activities is not inherently
interesting. It always amazes me how many
people think that such matters are worth pub-
lishing for any kind of audience. This is only
one reason why | do not participate in social

have been enough to establish his sf musiGreetings, good sir. I've been readifite ~Media websites such as Twitter. Why in the
chops for sure! 770 for quite a while now, it's very informa- Name of the Galaxy would anyone care about
Sighed at the start of John's Loscon Repotive and | think I like most all the news about™Y everyday life?

about the artist who commented, on seeindyir. Bradbury's goings-on. Through it I've .

Dan Steffan's art "{T}his guy is an amateur?"also found Mr. Pohl's blog and Neil Kaden
Seems that "fan" will forever mean "amateur'l've been flipping through it in large blocks of;
to most people, as if once you do somethingime | really couldn't afford to lose lately, no
professionally you are no longer allowed tomatter how fascinating the subject. Good seeing you at Mythcon 41 this past
do anything for the fun of it again. Sigh num-  I've been "officially" part of fandom since weekend. | hadn't realized that you were
ber two. ChattaCon 11 in my hometown of Chatta-unaware | had been diagnosed 5 years ago

level sf series, I"'and of the Giant8,had a
cool theme that set up higher expectation .
than the show delivered. So | went to thé"eed this done now!
source of all knowledge these days, and found

out John Williams did them all, along with Carol E. Meacham
the cool one forVoyage to the Bottom of the
Sea! Even without Star Wars that would
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than fiction. Good luck to both of us. (Last
year, | was one nomination off the ballot.
This year, | am assured that | didn’'t make it
on by one ballot.)

THEY WANT 7o REGULATE
"PERWVAT(VES Aol 2

THIS ‘Eq‘eb o Will Cheryl Morgan not be able to come
MON‘"S NESDS to the US at all in the future? The attitude of

the two government agencies of We're right,

7T\ _w UHDERSW) even when we're wrong is terrible, and there

cause he was convicted of being assaulted, is
now a convicted felon, and cannot ever enter

ﬁ‘—" Y WHATS 0N OFFER! is no appeal in this case. Peter Watts, be-

p the US again.
\ . \\\ Mike Glicksohn’s health continues to
riE 50%) l\ ' deteriorate...| think he is right now in St.
,‘j}?(:’::i ‘z;{'éx / 1 | AR Joseph’s Health Centre, receiving chemo-
"_a#\;’},ﬂ'_‘ ‘?f.;." i e \,&\\ therapy. Mike Harper has been sending out
@ 23 :! Yidz ” L AN A messages to everyone, and | am pretty sure
y (Y (2 ' you've been getting them, too. So many
A7 16 stories of fans’ health problems. Ah, we used

to be so young...

Yvonne and | have offered our services to
with Parkinson’s disease — yes, | have joinethe speech muscles strong. | personallthe London in 2014 Worldcon bid. We've
the ranks of th®opamine Challengedrhis found the “Loud Crowd” sessions the best ofgot a number of years of experience in for-
got me to thinking — statistics should showall the networking groups | have access to. eign agenting, especially for L.A.con IV, and
that over 1-in-100 fans are stricken with PD, What makes Texas Voice Project uniqueve will be assisting Kim Kofmel and Spike
but neither of us could identify where thesds that this organization does not charge paParsons. We still have to get moving on this,
fans are. Without a faanish safety net, theyients for the services they receive. Texabut | hope we can lend a hand, or at least
fall out of touch. The motion related symp-Voice Project runs its program completelypass on some information.
toms, balance problems, bradykinesia, tremeff of donations. Although running the pro- The mention of Vcon 35 and its steam-
ors, memory problems, and uncontrollablegram like this is a challenge, especially withpunk theme reminds me that in August 20-
dystonia, are frequently not very visible,the current economic climate, it enables alk2, Can*Con 2010 takes place in Ottawa, the
especially in the early stages. patients who need help to receive treatfirst SF litcon in Ottawa in many years, and

People are typically diagnosed in theiment—regardless of their insurance coveragthe first Can*Con since 2002. It's also de-
50s and 60s, but live well into their 80s ancbr ability to pay for treatment. They are look-cided that steampunk will be its theme. Guest
90s. By the time you are symptomatic, 80%ng to extend the service to the rest of Texagf honour is Marie Bilodeau, and all info is
of the nerve cells that relate to dopamine arand then nationally. | have volunteered to acatwww.can-con.org
damaged. Parkinson’s is incurable, and thas a referral point, and would welcome F770 Yvonne and | had heard about Shibano-
symptoms get progressively worse. Anotheto refer fans with PD to me (or direct to onesan passing away a few weeks before this
set of symptoms that sometimes are overmf the non-profits). For more information issue arrived. | know how well LA fandom
looked are speech and swallowing problemsabout Texas Voice Project, and to view beknew the Shibanos, and we met them for the
89% of people with Parkinson’s are at risk offore and after videos, please visit their webfirst time when we were visiting with the

losing their ability to speak — and frequentlysite at www.texasvoiceproject.org Trimbles just before L.A.con Il in 1984. Has
the patient cannot even recognize there is a anyone heard from Sachiko, to find out how
problem. Parkinson’s patients who do n0t|_|oyd Penney she is?

receive speech treatment often end up with a [[They contacted me for permission to
feeding tube and may develop life- run the obituary in Uchugin, though admit-
threatening aspiration pneumonia. It's taken some real time management to get(adly that's not an answer to “how are they.”

| am writing to you on behalf of an or- caught up with various responsibilities, ang>ince then, the only thing | have heard is that
ganization that has become very important tgnap, get back to writing locs...the job huntShe and her daughter made it through the
me. It's called Texas Voice Project for .gntinues ever onward, but you've got toduake all right.]]
Parkinson Disease This nonprofit organiza- ove some fun. so here’s a loc Bite 770 | am sure some may see themselves in
tion is committed to helping those of us with;gg ' Taral's article on fanwriters, and some
Parkinson’s keep our voices and our swal- The Hugos...well, you got a nomination"@mes are lightly altered so that even | can
lowing muscles strong. Texas Voice Project.om me. For me, the thrill of being on the S€€ who's he’s writing about. | even saw
helps people with Parkinson’s improve theirp, ot for the first time is still there for me. Myself in there...the pointless natterer. | do
speech to minimize future swallowing iSSUES} e been raked over the coals by the usudfy to pass along news and opinion; | try to
Other non-profits out there include the Mi'people who think the Hugos should be shube low on bile. Good fanwriting is subjec-
chael J Fox Foundation, The American Parkdown, and | am the last person who shouldive: it may simply be what you're looking
inson Disease Association, and The Nationalge considered for this. but | won't let thatfor yourself.
Parkinson’s FoundationTexas Voice Pro- top me. The toughest,thing | had to do was Thank you for listing all the Hugo nomi-
ject for Parkinson Disease has conducteaOt to tell anyone but Yvonne for two weeksN€€S; and again for the Aurora nominees.
over 10,000 treatment sessions over the Pagkiore the big announcement at Eastercon. jou've got the Aurora winners, saw them on
four years. Upon graduation, each patient hag;; have trouble believing that | am u the website.
an opportunity to participate in weekly against Fred Pohl for Best Fan Writer, which Interesting report on WexWorlds, but one
speech groups, and other activities to keefbst shows that reality can still be Strangelphotograph caught my eye. If this convention
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took place in Wexford, Ireland, how is a kid 158 | think that young adult and family was a brief period when backwoods sitcoms
there wearing an Edmonton Oilers hockeymemberships rates for Worldcon are a goodvere the rage. | remember the "Real
sweater? idea that is long overdue. One of the reasoriglcCoys" theme and the "Petticoat Junction”
Darrell Schweitzer is right, the borderwe stopped attending Worldcon was the diffitheme, and the "Beverly Hillbillies" theme.
regulations on both sides are silly, and quiteulty and expense of taking three childrerBut would you believe | don't know the

incomprehensible. However, the Canadiaralong. Brady Bunch theme either; | don't think | ever
government usually puts in place regulations watched the program.

that the White House wants, so | suspect tha§teyve Davidson James Bacon's "Port Soderick Station"
most of the silly regulations come from about railroads on the Isle of Man was very
Washington and assorted agencies and de- interesting because I'm somewhat of a rail-
partments. road fan myself. I'm not surprised that one

Robert Silverberg: I'm surprised at your
[[Canada understandably doesn’t want tosuprise over Tara?'s surprisel? Y engine at least has a "Thomas the Tank En-

let in Americans who won't be allowed “vapq rm surprised at Taral’s surprise, ingine" face on the front. Funnily enough the
back!]] his splendid worldcon report, that pros are goarticle called to my mind a poem by Robert

Martin Morse Wooster's mention of hard to find at conventions after dark. Surel)Bums' who, had he lived a few decades later
Cheryl Morgan’s Torcon 3 report reminds Meyaral has been around long enough to know into the early days of rail travel, would doubt-
of the feeling of sorrow, yet vindication | felt o+ the pros have a social group of their owrl€ss have written "The Deil's awa' wi' the
when it was published. Many local fans Whogyen as fans do. and actually go out to Footplateman" instead of "...the Exciseman".
found out about the report were angry, but finnar together’ in the evenings in little Il have to pass Bacon's article on to a friend
had to say that Cheryl got it right. | wish Tor- clumps of six or eight or ten, and then go off of mine who's really into railroading.

con had been better, and | hope Anticipation, thejr Dirty Pro parties, where publishers

proved that Canadian fandom can do better. |y them with cut-rate booze.” We Also Heard From
We developed a solution for that at Sun-
R. Handloff con in '77 - making all of the Pros and guests

wear those orange bowlers. Best to keep youlune and Len Moffatt: On page 13, you

mouth shut about the whole thing - | don'thave one of our photos. It was taken in the
| just readFile 770 #158and | thoroughly think anyone wants to go back to orangeMoffatt House living room prior to Baycon in

enjoyed it. | especially liked Taral Wayne'sbowlers. 1968. Rick Sneary did not attend Baycon that
article about fanwriting. His remark that "One year, so we had the Shibanos and RoyTac
of the highest expressions of fanwriting, inSam Long over to celebrate.

my opinion, is that which vividly portrays

another fan, or group of fans" rings very true Letterhack's Addresses

to me. | have been reading science fiction foy enjoyed Taral's essay on fanwriting: a good
over 25 years now but to be honest | have ahalysis.
even deeper interest in the fans themselves. 1/ series theme songs from long agoSteve Davidson, E-mail:
} As M. Lee Rogers points out in his ,let,terThey give me nostalgia fits when | hear them  steve.davidson33@comcast.net
Persecution tends to make membership in fbday, as do old-time advertising jingles. ButBrad W Foster, P.O. Box 165246, Irving, TX
group much more meaningful -- ask theeps stick to theme music. How ‘bout other 75016
Christians \vaho were fed to the lions in Ro-yyestern theme songs like "Jim Bowie, JimAlexis Gilliland, 4030 8th St. South, Arling-
man times. , Bowie, he was a mighty adventuring man/His  ton, VA 22204

All of us are out of step with the world top2 46 \was tempered and so was he..." dR. Handloff, E-mail: rhandloff@gmail.com
some degree - fan or not. But there are certaify; e Gun Will Travel' reads the card of aNeil Kaden, E-mail: kaden@circlenk.com
groups of people - including fans - who areman/a knight without armor in a savageSam Long, E-mail: gunputty@comcast.net
willing to own up to it. Those are pe'ople Whojand.»  or "Johnny Yuma was a rebel/HeJoseph T Major, 1409 Christy Ave., Louis-
I feel a kinship with and | think that's part of ;55 meq through the west" or the Bonanza ville, KY 40204-2040; E-mail: jtma-
what makes fandom so compelling. theme, or the Wyatt Earp theme or any of  jor@iglou.com

dozens of others. Or of course "Dee-dee-ded&arol E. Meacham, E-mail: auntypro-

Henry Welch dee-dee-dee-dee-dee” from Twilight Zone, ton@gmail.com

and the Batman theme, and the Supermalune Moffatt: [jmoffatt@verizon.net
theme, and the theme to "The Vikings". AndLloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke,
Thanks for the number of issues of File 77®f course, "Dum-dee-dum-dum" of Dragnet, ON M9C 2B2, Canada
that you have sent me over the past year arahd in a less dramatic vein, "Love in Bloom",Marie Rengstorff, E-mail: marieor-
that | have been horribly remiss aboutwhich was Jack Benny's theme song. In the toy2001@hotmail.com
LOCing until now. | will plead FAFIA and classic vein, you mentioned Gounod'sM. Lee Rogers, E-mail:
suggest you see the forthcoming TKK 136 for'Funeral march of the Marionette", and eve- mleerog@bellsouth.net
somewhat of an explanation. | have not fallemybody associates the Lone Ranger with thdoy V. Smith, E-mail: Pagadan@aol.com
off the face of the planet, nor even stopped afinale of Rossini's "William Tell Overture". Henry L. Welch, 15290 Upper Ellen Rd., Los
my fannish activity, but my fanzine activity There's also Richard Rogers's "Victory at Gatos, CA 95033; E-mail: knar-
did get the short end of the stick.Sea" suite, which was the music to an early- ley@welchcastle.com
Despite my apparent FAFIA, | have man-50s history program about WWII; he used
aged to read all the zines sent to me, althoughne of the motifs again for the song "No
my comments will be brief. Other Love Have I'. On Saturday morning
157: Thanks for printing Vince Docherty's there was "Robin Hood, Robin Hood/Riding
update on the Hugo eligibility rules. through the glen" and many others. There



Celebrating the Life of

Michael David Glicksohn
May 20, 1946-March 18, 2011

March 23, 2011 ~ Windermere United Church

Prelude: Amazing Grace and other tunes
Words of Welcome and Gathering

Call to Worship

Solo: Love Grows Here Maureen Edwards
Opening Prayer

Remembering Mike
e Susan Manchester
Manning Glicksohn
Michael Harper
Robert J. Sawyer
Open Mic — please speak briefly

Hymn: We Are Pilgrims VU 595

Scripture Reading: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
Kelly Buehler and Sara Stratton

Meditation Rev. Kate Young

Prayers of Thanksgiving and Our Lord’s Prayer

Hymn: In the Quiet Curve of Evening VU 278
Closing Prayer

The Commendation

The Blessing and Benediction — please stand as you are able

Postlude: Lord of the Dance

ok kok ok
Organist: Carol King

Ministers: Rev. Linda Pennock and Rev. Kate Young
Piper: Tom Munroe

Following the Service you are invited to Mike and Susan’s
home, 508 Windermere Ave, to raise a glass to Mike.

They cut me down and I leap up high;
I am the life that will never, never die.

I'll live in you if you'll live in me;
I am the Lord of the Dance, said he.
(Sydney Carter, Lord of the Dance)



