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File 770: 158

Editorial Notes by Mike Glyer

File 770 Gets a Hugo NominationWow. After paying such close
attention to the Hugo rules changes the last thing lexpsecting to
happen was for genuine fanzines to take five out of six spatiseon
final ballot. | certainly thank everyone who helped meke 7700one
of them.

In 2010 there were 298 nominating votes cast in the Bagiriea
category, about 16% more than last year. Aussiecon 4 reai ae-
cord for Hugo nominating votes, so it's hard to guess whdtieer
uptick in the Best Fanzine category just part of the ive@ease, or
happened in response to either the rules change opening thargate
to blOgS and WebSiteS, or to the Campaign to&yatShlpSOfa nomi- T S . YU
nated

Greater change may follow in 2011 after voters hee year's
nominating statistics and know which ones will benefit from a
push. When you look over all the Hugo categories, the impertainc
constituencies and identity groups in producing votes fiesilent.

Heinlein’'s Tea for Two: | was feeling especially civic-minded
after spending a week blogging about Peter Watts’ iha.always
intended to read Robert A. Heinleinf@ke Back Your Government
eventually anyway so | decided to do it now. He might helgitimé
about a citizen’s response to events like this. So |@etooorder a
copy.

First | went to Amazon.com. Three vendors wereinglko sell
me the 1992 paperback for $52. Others were willing to let mepa
lot more. Outrageous! Because | know these are not aptagta
copies. (Sherlock Holmes could not have deduced that mumidyqu

Then | remembered someone had written during last yesams
paign that Baen might reissue the book. What had they dooe si
then? | checked the Baen website. Good n@ake Back Your Gov-
ernmentwas available as an e-book for just $5. A sweet dealybeca
Baen offers its e-books in multiple formats. I'd be ableotal a copy
on my Kindle.

There was an option to buy Heinlein's book separatebyindlied
together with a book calleBiaxpayers Tea Partipr $10. Why would
| want that? So | hit the purchase button to order the Heiaksiook.
The shopping cart screen appeared — but it was empty. Walistl m ] ]
have done something wrong. | worked my way back to the page w Before a preview performance of his play 2116, Ray
the purchase button and hit it once more. The shopping cagnsc Bradbury shows the audience the medal he received
came back empty again. in 2007 from the French government appointing him a

The third time | tried clicking on the Heinlein/Teatpaundle. = Commander in the Order of the Arts and Letters.

This time the shopping cart showed my order. | said Aha! amtbdt
having conspiratorial thoughts. But because I'd have happily géid $
just to get the Heinlein book, I rationalized going througthwhe  criticize them if it was my fault. So | returned to tBaen site and
purchase. tried ordering a single copy dfke Back Your Governmeind you

And | thought, I'm going to blog about this. know what? It worked perfectly the first time.

The next morning | started wondering if I'd really jushélgome- So | guess | just did something dumb. | will not gehdame this
thing dumb? I've been happy buying from Baen all along. I'd ate editorial “Take Back My Merchandise.” Which just kills me.
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Cheryl Morgan Refused WHY Is TH{S BEAR AMRKE—T_

Entry to US
Fans expressed outrage that Cheryl Mor¢
was denied entry to the United States wt
she landed at San Francisco Internatio
Airport on March 13 and placed on a retu
flight to England by Customs & Border Patr
authorities.

Many overseas fans commented that thi
another reason not to come to U.S. conwv
tions, which is not hard to understand -- U.
fans also feel burdened by the country’s se
rity measures.

However, Cheryl explained online
“Contrary to much of the speculation, this h
little to do with anti-terror legislation and th
like. It has been caused mainly by the fe
that US immigration is the provenance of tv
separate government organizations — |
State Department and Customs & Borc
Patrol — and in my case they don’t appear-to
have communicated very well.

“As | result | appear to have inacverienty TN @YW S O IFandom
contravened the regulations, and therefore |
will never again be able to use the visa waiver

program. Nothing can be done about this...5ct that she was coming to the USA so oftenshould be concerned about this, in my opin-

Onlipe outrage, letter writing qal_mpaigns and  mwhen she went to State to get a visa, theipn.”
the like will not have any positive effect on ;14 her "You don’t need a visa to come and

my situation, so please don’t waste your timego for those reasons, so don't submit that

and energy.” ioation and thus ehe withdrew th : Aussiecon 4 Breaks
: application, and thus she withdrew the appli- L
CBP's action, besides keeping Cheryl fronggﬁon_ PP Hugo Nominations Record

attending the 2010 International Conference "Working from State’s reassurances,AUSSiecon 4 received a record-breaking haul
on the Fantastic in the Arts, rendered hef:heryl came to the US a couple of morePf Hugo nominations — 864. That surpasses
temporarily homeless and she unexpectedlyyas without much more than the usual borJorcon 3's record 805 (2003) and drops An-
had to find a long-term living situation in the der-crossing inspection, which seemed tdicipation’s 799 (2009) into third place reports
UK. reinforce State’s interpretation. Aussiecon 4 Hugo Administrator Vincent
Cheryl has contended with U.S. authorit.ies "But this time CBP apparently decided tgDocherty.
over her visa for a couple of years, dealing,,nce her...which makes her ineligible for
with two agencies, Customs and Border Proge yisa waiver scheme in the future. Hertz Is 2010 DUFF Delegate
tection (CBP, part of the Department of — myhether this will change State’s mindJohn Hertz is the winner of the 2010 Down
Homeland Security) and the Department ofy,q,,t \whether she should apply for the visénder Fan Fund. He led an extraordinarily
State, which have slightly different defini- thar more or less duplicates the class of pedarge field of candidates who were vying to
tions of what they will accept and somewhatp|e who come on Visa Waiver is an operbecome North America’s delegate to Aussie-
different interpretations of the rules. question at this time. con 4. The other nominees were Jeffrey Bo-
Kevin Standlee explained on thte 770 "But again, the key issue is that the twanan, Terry Fong & Jannie Shea, Melanie
blog: "CBP [told Cheryl] more or less, 'You agencies’ agendas and definitions and intetlerz and John Purcell.
should get a visa because you're coming ‘?‘nHretations are sufficiently different that Administrators Steve and Sue Francis
going so often.” Note that she was stayingheryl has been caught in the gears. Anyoneeport that 131 votes were cast. The number

strictly within the published rules and regula-yhq travels on the visa waiver scheme a loof ballots by country/region was: Australia,
tions; someone at CBP simply didn't like the

2010 Down Under Fan Fund Runoff

. John Melanie Hold Over
Candidate Boman Fong/Shea Hertz Herz Purcell Funds No Pref Total
1st Place 7 19 48 24 30 1 2 131
2nd Round - 22 49 25 32 - - -
3rd Round - - 54 32 36 - - -

4th Round - - 73 - 47 - - -
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Shields Wins 2010 GUFF Race “When | know the results of any addi-
James Shields outpolled Douglas Spencer in the 2010 GUFF rawagll Higend Aussie- tional tests or operations, Il let you know.
con 4 in September. . .
Bill Warren Out of Hospital
. . Hold Over Bill Warren, author ofKeep Watching the
Candidate Shields Spencer Funds No Pref Total Skies, 21st Century Editiois home after a
series of hospital visits. Doctors performed a
Europe 38 32 0 7 77 biopsy, did surgery to remove scar tissue
Australasia 11 4 0 3 18 from his left lung, and treated various com-
plications including draining accumulated
Rest of the 4 1 0 0 5 fluid from his left lung. He’s recovering with
World care from his wife, Beverly, and a visiting
Total 53 37 0 10 100 home health care nurse.
Geis Eye Surgery
18; Canada, 18; Europe, 5; USA, 90. of the Klingon Assault Group (KAG/ Celebrated fanzine publisher Richard E. Geis
Kanada). had cataract surgery on his left eye in Febru-
TAEE Winners Announced Lacey was a member of the Montrealy: He wrote online afterwards, "My eye

Worldcon committee and helped administeSUrgery seems to have gone well, but must
wait weeks for the eye to fully heal before

getting new glasses."

Anne KG Murphy and Brian Gray were se-

lected as North American TAFF delegatedn® 2009 Hugo Awards.

and attended the British Eastercon, Odyssey . .

2010. K/Ilke Glicksohn Medical Update .

The vote count was: Anne KG Murphy /Mike Glicksohn, unfortunately, is still in Master El Domg Better
Brian Gray, 49 first-place votes; Frank Wu,treatment for cancer. The results of his Nolt's been almost a year since my last stor’y on
30; No preference, 13: Hold over funds, 3. vember 23 cystoscopy came back positivé!iot Shorter. Through Facebook I've
for “high grade cancer cells.” So more biop__earneq he has been getting around more and

Lacey Wins CUFF sies were done in January, which the doctdf® lfeelllng better. Master El Ioofked particu-

Diane Lacey has won the 2010 Canadiagaid indicated the cancer was in the prostatlé‘ry he egant in his ﬁOCIeltyk or CreatI:ve

Unity Fan Fund, the first contested CUFFRUL not the bladder and therefore could beAnf)IC r0n|63m attire at the Black Rose Ball on

race since 2003. She'll be going to Keycorfreated with another series of bladderf-€bruary 6.

27 in May, prostate flushings (which Mike has been_  During the fall he attended the Bridge
' hrough twice before.) Birthday Party in Hope Valley, Rhode Island

There were 40 votes cast according tdn"ou! o . ide i
LeAmber Raven Kensley, last year's CLgJFF Mike had his fifth and penultimate flush-and even took charge of one side in a board
delegate and the fund administrator. She safd treatment on March 24. He wrote friendsdarme played with Iiving pieces:

it was a close race but hasn't posted the vogfterwards: , |On“L1ttGge instt;;res teov?r?ei!nsgécoErl]dc]lc:g]Ot)rei wi?h
ing totals. “My doctor suggested the current discom:°"9: P

The runner-up was Rob Uhrig, a membefort 've been feeling is probably a directthe help of the “brute squad’ — to take part

result of the treatment being successful ant! the traditional bout of livelquerques(an
stripping away the lining of my bladder/ @ncestor of checkers and chess, and one of

prostate. But he took a urine sample to tedh® oldest known board games). El took one
just in case. side of the tabletop board, and Josef .the

“Then he called up on a computer the caether, while a host of local lords and ladies
scan he'd sent me for two weeks ago. As he{@0K o the carefully marked-up floor to play
been in Mexico last week he was seeing iPUt their moves, stylishly sweeping the op-
for the first time. posing pieces off the board. Three games

“The good news? My remaining kidney'Vere playeq ... and the final score was a tie,
(which was why he'd scheduled the scany‘”th one win for El, one for his opponent,
seems fine. and one draw.”

“The bad news? There were two places on . .
the scan that he didn't like the look of. Didn't Fans Help B5 Pin Artist
like in a big way. Didn't understand, in fact,In December Elana Kestrel was fighting
and hadn't ever seen before. He said | was $tage 4 cancer and needed to raise funds by
conundrum. (I don't think that means I'mselling her inventory of Babylon 5
okay for safe sex.) "jJumpgate” pins.

“One is a small gray blob where there Years ago she created a set of pins con-
ought not be anything at all. The other is theaining B5 fans’ ASCII “jumpgate” symbol
top of my left hipbone which even to mythat even the show's creator, J. Michael
untutored eye was distinctly different (in aStraczynski, praised. He told her in a 1995
negative way) from the top of my right hip- email “...it's quite nice. By all means, good
bone. One or both or neither could be canluck, looks terrific.” At the time Kestrel
cerous. So he's going to schedule more xhought, “It is great to know that this Pin had

Elliot Shorter at the Black Rose rays and use them to decide if a biopsy (opassed THE most difficult quality test possi-
Ball. (Photo by Jason Taylor.) two) is necessary. ble within the B5 fan world.”

At Kestrel's website Jumpgatepins.com
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a stem-cell transplant procedure laterended up wittiGo Drop Dead” An Anticipa-
this Spring/Summer to fight cancer.  tion Fanzine in an Hour...kinda
“Many of you have sent your  “The theme for the art, which | got from
thoughts on my cancer,” he wrote.the audience was...tentacles and airships! It
“I'm extremely grateful to have such a did my heart good, being such a fan of both
great client base. Right now | am halfCthuhlu and Steampunk. | asked folks for a
way through. All soft tumors are cured, suggestion for a title, particularly bothering
my doctors are working on a newMarc [Schirmeister], who told me to ‘Go
chemo (Cytoxin) to get my bone mar-Drop Dead.’ That is how titles are made!
row count down so that | may enter In one of several short articles between
stem-cell transplant, so hang in therehe drawings of tentacles and airships Chris
with me! I may yet survive this battle. | Garcia pays tribute touting a Canadian
may enter stem cell in May or June!” comfort food that may possibly taste good but
Weist is the author &radbury: An  does not photograph well. It looked a lot scar-
llustrated Life, The Comic Art Price ier than all those sketches of Cthulhu.
Guide andThe Art of Frank R. Paul
From 1990 to 2001 he was a consultant 2010 Compton Crook
at Sotheby's specializing in popular Nominees

culture, overseeing the auction of Sam .
Moskowitz's collection. Nominees for the 2010 Compton Crook/

Stephen Tall Award presented by the Balti-

more Science Fiction Society are:
No.rth(west) To AlaSk,a . The Windup Girby Paolo Bacigalupi
Fans will be aboard Royal Carribean’s Dying Bitesby D.D. Barant

Rhapsody of the Seaghen it departs Soullessy Gail Carriger
Seattle next July 16 for a week spent jonannes Cabal, the NecromanbgrJona-

visiting ports of call along Alaska’s han L. Howard

Inside Passage. . The winner gets his/her way paid to Balti-
Shawn Marier, Northwest Sciencecon for two years, and receives a plaque and

Jumpgate pin artist Elana Kestrel thanks
all the fans who came to her aid.

i ; Fiction Society Vice-Chairman, told $1000. Balticon takes place May 28-31, 2010
you can see the pins online and order thefye smofs Jist fans are welcome to join the 30 The Compton CrO(F))k Awardy is pre’sented.

via email.
club members and other people alread - ] ;
The artist was diagnosed with breast canng “»The low end rooms arr)e aFl)bout $90g F?pogo the best of the first novels published each

; ; ear in the field of Science Fiction, Fantasy,
cer in 2007. She was treated in Portland, Oreaol which includes all meals. We made SUr€ Horror. Selection is by vote of the BSFé
gon and later moved to Southern Nevadayne dates should work for people who are
Within two years the cancer came back anglanning on going to Westercon and/or
now has spread to the liver. When she mad?/orldcon next summer.”

o

her appeal the tumor was showing signs of gy ther information about NWSFS plans
being under control but she was having trouso; the cruise can be obtained by e-mailing
ble affording proper food, medicine, and banwsks at info@nwsfs.org. Rooms can be
sic living expenses. booked through travel agent Barbara Marsh at

Fandom responded generously, buyingss 637.9214 or her email
enough pins to make a big difference in he[)arbmarsh@aaawin.com.

ability to afford immediate chemo treatment.
In January she thanked everyone, and re- .
ported some progress in her fight against Pat!’ICk S_tewart Lands
cancer: in Knight Club

"At my most recent oncology visit on Now he’s Sir Patrick Stewart. The Queen’s
January 19, | learned that the chemotherapiew Year's Honours list upgraded the actor
had been effective in starting to shrink theto a knighthood.
tumor. Before you guys came through for me As part of the year 2001 awards, Stewart
| was afraid that | would have to delay myreceived an OBE or Order of the British Em-
chemotherapy for an indefinite time because pire. The status of these honors descends
did not have the funds to move to a safe plackom knighthood to CBE, MBE and OBE.
for a good recovery. Because of the SF onlin&nights use the title Sir, and those awarded
community came through during a very diffi- the British Empire titles may use the letters
cult time, | now get to hope for a much after their names.
brighter future."

_ _ Anticipation Is Makin’ Me Wait
Jerry Weist Being Treated Actually the waiting is over! Chris Garcia has
When Jerry Weist notified his client list aboutposted the highly entertainirfganzine Cover
a new e-Bay auction, he also shared the latebt An Hour featuring art improvised at An-
information about his cancer treatment. Thdicipation by Taral, Marc Schirmeister and
Scoopreported in March: Steve Stiles.
“...Weist told his email client list that this The zine's official title is rather longer
will be his last eBay auction prior to enteringand here is Chris’ explanation of how he



6 File 770: 158

Corflu Cobalt group photo engineered by Mike Scott. See page 8 for FAAn Award winners.

membership. The Award is named for sci-with an equal amount reserved for the nexHugo award-winning fanzinBlokta.
ence fiction author Compton Crook, whoWorldcon to adopt the pass-along policy There are two Deputy Chairs. James Ba-

used thenom de plumétephen Tall. Comp- (maybe the winning 2012 bid.) con, a former TAFF winner, who co-chaired

ton Crook died in 1981. The award was first René Walling, who co-chaired with Rob-the 2009 Eastercon. Alice Lawson was the

given in 1983. bie Bourget, announced that the amount eadilember Services division head at Interaction
of the three Worldcons involved has or willand chaired the 2001 Eastercon.

2010 SFRA Awards receive US$22,500. Other members of the bid are Claire Bri-

The winners of the Science Fiction Research  1he pass-along policy is a commitmentley, Secretary, co-editor &anana Wings

to distribute at least one-half of a Worldcon’sJohn Dowd, Treasurer; Rita Medany, Mem-

surplus to the next three Worldcons thabership, who is chairing the 2010 Eastercon;

tions to sf & f studies): Eric Rabkin make the same promise. S and two Advisers, past quldcon chairs
Pioneer Award (for the most outstanding Just how Iarge was Anticipation’s sur-Vince Docherty and Colin Harris.

sf studies essay of the year): Allison de FrerPlUS? The details aren’'t due to be released The bid will finance it activities by the

"The Anatomical Gaze in Tomorrow's Eve,uuntil financial reports are submitted at Aus-sale of "pre-supporting” and "friend" mem-

published irScience Fiction Studidso. 108, siecon 4. A con may pass on more than 50%erships, costing £12 and £60 respectively

Vol. 36 (2), July 2009: 235-265) if it chooses, of course, thpugh | have ngvgthat will rec_eive_ discounts on membership in
Clareson Award (for distinguished ser- S€en a report of it happening. If the Antici-the convention itself.

vice): David Mead pation committee has followed the custom of

Mary Kay Bray Award (for the best distributing exactly 50% of its surplus, its \/\CON 35 Is Steaming Your Way
essay, interview, or extended review in thdotal surplus may have been US$13’5’000"Steampunk - From Alchemy to Zeppelins”
past year's SFRA Review): Ritch Calvin, which is remarkable coming from one of thei| pe the theme of VCON 35, October 1-3,
"Mundane SF 101" smaller Worldcons. 2010. The con will be in the Vancouver,

Student Paper Award (for the best paper . British Columbia area -- they're still picking
presented at the previous year's SFRA conk.ondon Bids for 2014 Worldcon  a facility.
ference): Andrew Ferguson, “Such Delight inThe London in 2014 Worldcon bid was offi-  The Guests of Honour are Author Cherie
Bloody Slaughter: R. A. Lafferty and the cially announced at the British EasterconPriest Boneshakegr Artist James Beveridge
Dismemberment of the Body Grotesque”  The committee proposes to hold the cofOn Spec Magazine Musician Heather

August 14-18, 2014 in the new InternationalDale.

Association awards for 2010 are:
Pilgrim Award (for lifetime contribu-

Anticipation Honors Convention Centre, part of the ExCeL exhi- Memberships are C$45 to July 1, C$50 to
bition centre complex in London's Dock- September 1, C$60 to October 1 (at the
Pass-Along Agreement lands. door).

Congratulations to the Anticipation commit- Leading the bid areoechairs Steve Coo-
tee for promptly settling the finances of theper and Mike Scott. Steve ran the Publica-
2009 Worldcon and sharing out its surplugjons division for the 2005 Glasgow World-
funds to future Worldcons. , con and is the deputy Facilities division head
The initial checks were delivered atr 2911 Worldcon in Reno. Mike has exten-
Smofcon to Aussiecon 4 and Renovationgje \worldcon experience and co-edits the
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Harlan Ellison can hear Heinlein speak his piece atThisi- The story concept is: “There’s someone
. believe.conwebsite, which provides free andfor everyone — even the bad guy. But how
Grammy Nominee _immediate access to a digital recording and enuch does she really know about her hus-

Harlan Ellison earned a 2010 Grammy nomiy | transcript. band’s business?”
nation for his reading ofhrough the Looking Heinlein's essay begins: “l am not going Bartlett's film has been accepted for show-
-Glass And What Alice Found There to talk about religious beliefs but about mat-ing at the Fear No Film Festival in Utah and

Susan Ellison revealed the news Decembgg s s obvious that it has gone out of style tethe Delta International Film & Video Festival
2 on Harlanellison.comsaying, *Harlan is mention them. I believe in my neighbors. lin Massachusetts.
running around yelling ‘Oh, my God! Oh, my gy their faults, and I know that their vir-  In the meantime, keep looking for Ed in
God!"” A reader pointed out that put him in ayes far outweigh their faults.” new features, commercials and music videos.
class with President Barack Obama, wWinner The most interesting lines are these: “Or else.
of a Spoken Word Grammy. , believe that almost all politicians are honest.

The reason for all this love is appareniq, eyvery bribed alderman, there are hun- Natcon 50 Commemoration
from a review in Audiofile Magazing yreqs of politicians—low paid or not paid alEans are celebrating the 50th anniversary of
Ellison's jaunty reading provides Just the 5)_going their level best without thanks Ol'the first Australian National Science Fiction
right mix of whimsy and awe for the story's giory to make our system work. If this Wereconvention, held at Sydney in 1952
rhymes and clever characters.” not true, we would never have gotten past thehe Natcon 50 Project committee plans to

The recording was nominated in the Besthirteen Colonies.” %)ublish a commemorative book and is ac-

Spoken Word Album For Children category. After reading so many of his character ively seeking photos, stories, programs

When the awards were announced Januagifine an honest .
: ; politician as one who stay§canned images, or links to such things al-
31, Ellison lost to Buck Howdy and his o ght it is reassuring to hear him say so. ges, g

Aaaaah! Spooky, Scary Stories & Sangs ready posted online. They've opened an im-
Harlan reassured followers of his website, B Bad Guv E pressive variety of technological portals to
"I had a couple of my own favorites—neither est Ba uy cver make it easy to send things to them:

of whom happened to be me, right from theed Gr.een has .made i.t easier than ever to fol-_ “You can share your Natcon mementos
git-go—but it has been a keen-o hoot of a rideJ,OW his blooming acting career through hiswith us in whateyer way is most convenient.
and you'll just have to take my sincere smil-P2ge on the Internet Movie Database. If you have a Fllckr account, upload photos
ing word on this: | am copacetic with the way That's the place | learned Ed played “Theand scanned images (or find stuff you've
it turned out." Bad Guy” inWife of the Bad GyySteve Bart- already uploaded) then tag them with
P.S. After | ran this story online | learned€tt’s 15-minute crime short. ‘Natcon50’ to add them to the pool. Or you
can email us at natcon50@gmail.com, or

that Buck Howdy is the professional name of
Steve Vaus, the brother of Wil Vaus who did
a joint book signing with Diana in 2008. It's

a small world after all....

What Heinlein Believes
Edward R. Murrow did a series of audio
essays called “This | Believe” on CBS for
four years in the 1950s. Lately tBob Ed-
wards Showon the Sirius Satellite Network
has been shining a spotlight on Murrow’s
old program, replaying one of the essays
every week.

Murrow introduced the concept with the
first installment in 1951: “This | Believe. By
that name, we bring you a new series of
radio broadcasts presenting the personal
philosophies of thoughtful men and women
in all walks of life. In this brief time each
night, a banker or a butcher, a painter or a
social worker, people of all kinds who need
have nothing more in common than integ-
rity—a real honesty—will talk out loud
about the rules they live by, the things they
have found to be the basic values in their
lives.”

Robert A. Heinlein contributed “Our

Noble, Essential Decency” to the series ankhere’s a reason Ed Green knows
recorded his own words for broadcast. Yowhere the bodies are buried.

contact us through our Facebook page. Keep
up to date with how the project is going by
following our RSS feed or follow Natcon50
on Twitter.”

Ironically, there was one thing missing
from the original announcement - an ad-
dress for sending them dead tree fanac. |
suspected some of the vintage fans who
own the old, old material they need
would relate more easily to making paper
copies. When that was pointed out they
promptly fixed up a paper mailing address
too: Natcon 50, P.O. Box 3027, Yokine,
WA, 6060 Australia
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Lasting Impressions: News from the World of Fanzines

2010 FAAN Award Winners zinesStarShipSofgresents fiction, making it prevent him from attributing the nominating
comparable to last year's winndflectric votes to the perfectly eligible same-named

The Fanzine Activity Achievement Awards ¢ - ; .
were presented at Corflu Cobalt in Winches-_\/eloc'pede and partly becausstarShipSofa website. In the end, Docherty self-evidently

ter, England on March 21. is done as an audio podcast, therefore (dbund StarShipSofavas eligible under some

Best Fanzine:Banana Wingg¢Claire Bri-  COUrSe) is not in the form of text. rationale.
aley & Mark Plummer) The idea also has its defenders. On Cheryl
Best Fan Writer: Claire Brialey Morgan'’s site both sides got a thorough air- Flaming Youth

Best Fan Artist: Steve Stiles ng. o ) _Chris Garcia set his beard on fire while cook-
Best Letterhack (aka Harry Warner Me- Their discussion interested me quite a bif,g oy March 5. Fortunately he was unin-
morial Award): Robert Lichtman In one of the exchanges Chris Garcia cOmy,req apart from his beard needing to be
Best Website:eFanzines (Bill Burns) mented, "But still, | can't think of any way in yimmeq.

Lifetime Achievement Award: Ted White Which a Podcast isn't a dran]atl(':' presentation  cpyis has been mourned his blighted sar-
Number One Fan FaceRobert Lichtman ©F that a Podcast IS a fanzine.” And Cheryy i) splendor on Facebook. My favorite
Best New Fan:Jacqueline Monahan of Morgan, defending the eligibility of a pod- among the blizzard of comments made by
Las Vegas cast magazine for Best Fanzine, tried to CONchyris's  Facebook  friends was Kate Klig-

Votes were cast by 43 fans this year. In th&!Nc€ Chris to rethink his argument b){, chal-man's insightful question: “People like that

closest race, Best Artist, Steve Stiles edgelﬁ’”g'ng him with this extrapolation: “And your face caught on fire?”

Dan Steffan by a single point. what would [you] say if Tony usgd a speech-

Celebrating a Corflu tradition, D West0-text_converter to put transcripts &tar SF 101

was chosen Past President of FWA for 2009 Ship Sofaepisodes online as text? Would - L -
The next Corflu will be hosted in Sunny-that suddenly make it a fanzine?” | was fasciWhen Science Fiction/San Francisc#100

o Y hated by the whole bphilosobhv-of-fanzinesc@me out in December the excitement of
vale, California in February 2011. Chris Y P g hitting the century mark was overshadowed

: . ; i debate. . ;
ﬁs{g;a and crew will hold it at the Domain ™2 = . e reading | wonderedb the startling announcement that co-editor

if something important had been overlookedChris Garcia and copyeditor David Moyce

, . Matthew Sanborn Smith’s fervently desiredn@d stepped down (although Chris planned to
Occam'’s Starship constitutional crisis can't possibly )grise pe.Keep writing articles), leaving co-editor Jean

On February 16, Matthew Sanborn SmithCause Hugo Administrator Vincent DochertyMarti” in full charge. At the same time, Jean
ignited a controversy by advocating thaty, .t pe forced to decide if a podcast isahnounced she was ratcheting down the fre-
people nominateStarShipSofafor the Best eligible. Here’s why. quency from bi-weekly to monthly.
Fanzine Hugo: “Because of a rewording of People who nominated StarShipSofa sim- A sigh of relief greeted the arrival 8/
the rules, The StarShipSofa podcast could bﬁy wrote down “StarShipSofa” on their SF #101, because that showed the schedule
eligible for nomination for the Best Fanzinepiots. They did not write down change had not degraded into an indefinite
Hugo. Wait. Could be? The truth is, we Can’t“StarShipSofa — only the podcast, nothinghiatus’ and also because Chris Garcia con-
know for sure until we get in somebody's gse » The podcasts are posted at http:lt[ibuted a major story.
face and force the issue by actually Scorinngw.starshipsofa.com/, an extensive, regu- Chris was the first person with access to
nominations from lots and lots of people.|ar|y updated website — which seems unihe participants to effectively report and
You happen to be one of lots and lots quuestionably eligible for the Best Fanzine@nalyze the BayCon committee’s meltdown.
people.” Hugo under the new rules. Even if Vincent® large number of committee members re-
The campaign, which proved successfuIDOCherty had a problem with the eligibility signed out of concern over the parent corpo-
stirred up resistance in some familiar cornerg; 4 podcast (no way of knowing) he has ndation’s tax status and dissatisfaction with the
of fandom, partly because unlike most fanyaason to let the existence of the podcaégadership of Michael Siladi.
Chris also has a piece about the “Anime
Expo Implosion” and the management con-
troversies that have ensued since it changed
leadership.
Both are fine examples of fannish news-
writing.
Jean Martin has taken the title of Editor-in
-Chief but she won't have to fly solo. Espafia
Sheriff will become an Editor and contribute
more in the future (though she’s been writing
fascinating conreports all along).
Rina Weisman from the original “SF in
SF” online and Tachyon Publications also
has volunteered to become the team’s new
proofreader. I'm very jealous. | wishile
770 had a proofreader. (And | know you all
wish it did, too!)
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Jay Lake Wins

Dalmas Award
Jay Lake was presented the 2010 John W.
Dalmas Award during opening ceremoniedVill San Diego Comic-Con International relocate to anottiy after 2012? The question in-
at RadCon in February. spired a sudden burst of TV and newspaper stories in Febfamjic-Con's facilities commit-
“The award,” announced the committeetnents expire in 2012. But would the 126,000-person convention leaidtitsiace and home for
“is [in] recognition of Jay Lake’s gift of the past 40 years?
himself to not only RadCon, but fandom in The San Diegdnion-Tribuneran a story “Is Comic-Con Really Leaving San Diego?” on
general.” February 21. The next day the question was echoed by televiatmms in Southern California
serving communities that would like to attract the con, Kk&A in Los Angeles.
C A Sometimes stories like this come in response tonmation released to leverage public opin-
Allce_ S Copy of Carroll ion, which is evidently true in this case. The San Diegov€ation Center Corporation has sent a
BrlngS TOp Dollar proposal to Comic-Con that would extend their contract through 2@1Be same time, it's made
The first edition, dedication copy of & concerted effort to rally public support to keep theind®an Diego.
Through the Looking-Glass, and What Alice Comic-Con spokesman David Glanzer pointed out tdJtlien-Tribunethat four-day passes
Found Therepresented to the original Alice t0 this year’s convention sold out in September, and iddalitickets for Friday and Saturday are

by Lewis Carroll, fetched $115,000 at a@lready gone. Space is
Profiles in History auction on December 162t @ premium and the
Another first edition of the book thatComic-Con board s
came with two fine original pencil drawings Peing courted by other
by John Tenniel of Alice and Humpty COnvention agencies.
Dumpty sold for $46,000. “We have to be
The auction was full of items scienceAware of our attendees,
fiction and fantasy fans would love to own.and we don’t want it to
Beatrix Potter's personal copy @he Tale be problematic for them
of Peter Rabbitvent for $92,000The Won- t0 attend the show,”
derful Wizard of OzFirst Edition, first state Glanzer said. “When
of the text and first state of the plates, cost ¥oU have to limit exhibit
bidder $51,750; an@he Time Machine: An Space and sell out early,
Invention first edition, presentation copy those are negatives, but
inscribed by the author, H.G. Wells,by San Diego trying to
brought $25,875. increase hptel-room
Inklings fans would have needed deeplocks and utilize space
pockets to take horiEhe Fellowship of the at adjacent hotels, that

Ring first British edition in dust jacket: its May neutralize some of .
new owner paid $11,500The Lion, The those things. It's not a secret that Anaheim would loveioto move up there, and they have a

Witch and the Wardrobewith a tipped-in  World-class facility and a lot of hotels and have put fodva great location, but it will be up to
autograph letter about Narnia by C. Sthe board to decide exactly what it is we can do. We hal@otoat the pluses and minuses of
Lewis, was a comparative bargain agverything. It's not just as easy as choosing a pinroa@and saying, ‘Let's go here.”?”
$9,200. Diana has wanted a Lewis auto- Charles Ahlers, president of the Anaheim/Orange Cddistjor & Convention Bureau. told a
graph for years, but just before the auctiofieporter, “Candidly, we think of Comic-Con as a good fitese we have a very nice, walkable
we blew the family fortune on a used 20070using package and a big convention center that is the largealifornia. The emotion is with
Camry. San Diego because it grew up there and is at risk afhigawt nothing lasts forever.”

Comic-Con is expected to make its decision thegp

Will San Diego Lose Comic-Con?

Phil Dick’s Dream Library
Philip K. Dick had a series of dreams about needing to finchatentified bookLetters of Note
posted a copy of the correspondence where Dick explainshasought after book isot
Heinlein’sl Will Fear No Evil:

"The first dream on July 4 was much more explicit thanbefigre; | took down my copy of
Robert Heinlein's Will Fear No Evil a large blue hardback U.K. edition, for two men to look at
Both men said this was not a book (or the book) they wereeste in. However, it was clear
that the book wanted was large and blue and hardback."

Did his dream self eventually figure out which book theyted? Yes. It was an unreadable
700-page biography of President Warren G. Harding.

A NaNoWriMo Winner
Joy V. Smith, a frequent contributor féle 770’s letter column, is one of the NaNoWriMo
(National Novel Writing Month) 2009 winners. The goal of N&WiMo is to write 50,000
words in 30 days. Writers start November 1 and must finish byeiber 30. She finished on
November 25 by writing over 2,000 words a day. Joy has wattearticle on her experience for
an upcoming issue &Working Writer
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ConverAional Eq&oﬂ' age

Reno Experiments with YA right éo reﬁeiveY;XJblicatLonsha}s full atttslng(i)nggq"niz?]tign._?Ienr:l\ﬁllizer andll(lzraigedﬂovrlett
. memberships. YA memberships cos . will chair. Tom Whitmore will coordinate

Membershlp Rate o The Reno committee has wisely anticithe program. The con will be held at the

Worldcon runners are always thinking of h5ted some of the issues that come with creSainte Claire Hotel.

ways to make the event attractive to the UPating a new class of membership. The web- SMOFcon is an annual conference for

coming generation of science fiction fans. Agjte “announces that individuals who haveeonrunners, especially those who work

lot of creative publicity telling them about 5ready purchased Full Attending memberWorldcons. Black bow tie required.

guests and programming gets released as thgins “put are eligible for the reduced YA

con approaches. However, even if somethingge - can obtain a refund of their overpay- Mythcon 41 Sets Dates

catches thelr attention, it's qlfflcult to over- ment by contacting Renovation. And they aréx thor Tim Powers and scholar Janet Croft

come their resistance to high membershipegiicting transfers of YA memberships tare two compelling reasons to attend Myth-

prices. This is especially true of young adUItE)eople who also meet the YA age criteria. .o 41 in DaIFI)as g

who are students or hold entry-level jobs an s
have limited resources. ¥ J On May 1 Renovation’s full adult attend-  1jm, powers is famous for his stories re-

) ing membership rate will increase from $14 ; ;
Just as the Worldeon is about to hapfog p Qealing the supernatural causes of history.

; $160. Three Days to Neve2006) is the most re-
pen, and newcomers are likely to hear about Discounts for pre-supporters of the ReN@ant of hiZ four Mytﬁ(opoei)c Fantasy Award-

it for the ﬁ!’St time, iS. alsp when the highestin 2011 bid will expire on that date, too. nominated novels, whildast Call (1992)
membershlp rates kick in. Student rates or Remaining unchanged are the attending, Declare(2000), won the World Fantasy
discounts have been debated for years. Tr}ﬁembership rates for children (0-16 yearsyyard.

challenge has been to create a policy thafq) and the $100 rate for young adults (17- - -
benefits a significant number of fans without ) 8 $ or young ( , fﬁé‘et g;?fet is th.eog,cé';?r %'r)]/”t‘:](gel ?(T‘e
: premier periodicals nklings

regular memberships at the graduated 12188 come 1o the con d fantasy Ilte.rature. Her.three books about
(providing a big chunk of money needed to ' %leR Tglcl)%%n |ng|udé/Varf ThtheMW(r)]rks of
run the convention.) olkien (2005), winner of the Mythopoeic

Renovation, next year's Worldcon, will San Jose to Host Smofcon  scholarship Award in Inklings Studies.
be the first to experiment with Young Adult The next Smofcon will be held in San Jose The conference will run July 9-12, 2010
(YA) memberships. Available to anyone over the December 3-5, 2010 weekend. Then the Southern Methodist University cam-
aged 17 to 21 as of August 17, 2011 (the firsr[lwgme of next year’s Smofcon is “Building pus in Dallas.

day of the convention), these membership8ridges.” San Francisco Science Fiction
will have the same voting privileges andConventions, Inc. (SFSFC) is the host or-

Tricky Pixie Announced Special Guest of Reno 2011

The musical group Tricky Pixie has been selected by the Reowvégner on a musical journey ranging from Celtic rock, tontiag and

committee as a special guest of the 2011 Worldcon. bluesy a cappella numbers, to sweetly sung circus lullabtes\&n to
A popular group in the Pacific Northwest since itteth perform- roaring tribal folk songs.”

ing in 2007, its members are S. J. Tucker, Alexander J&mams Their current album isythcreants You can listen to one of the

and Betsy Tinney, “animated entertainers, capable ohgattie lis- cuts at the 2011 Worldcon website.



April 2010 11

| was very pleased to read that Renovation,
the 2011 World Science Fiction Convention
will be offering a discount to young persons
aged between 18-21. They have also taken
an initiative with Family memberships,
something | had not even thought about, and
again something that is quite laudable.

| noted quite a few people commenting
that this was not a bad thing, but as a person
who is keen to find ways to grow member-
ships at Worldcons, | thought | should pen
some thoughts on the matter to explain why
I think this is a thing to be applauded. | also
hope people will consider other ways to help
and garner new and younger members.

Trust. Con Coms are trusted with OPM
(other people’s money) | trust them to make
these decisions. Renovation are brave to go
with the idea, but | don't expect this will
lead to a dereliction of other duties, in actual
fact, | trust that they understand that this
gives them other important responsibilities.
I need to trust them and I do.

Priority. Con Coms may have many
types of discounts, initiatives and expendi-
tures that they choose to do, to prioritise. LX
last years National Convention in the UK
gave free memberships to Eastercon atten-
dees from before 1965. Unwaged and stu-
dents and young people got discounts at LX.
Reno has prioritised Youth and Families,

and then hotels and then buy a membership.
The first hurdle is the membership. If a
person cannot afford it, the rest is irrelevant.
Discounting may make that first hurdle
surmountable.

On the cheap.Worldcon can be done on
the cheap. We need to let folks know about
local cheaper hostel accom, the food in the
con suite and the booze at the parties. It
needs to be recognized by people who can
afford to go to Worldcon after Worldcon
that not everyone has that ability. Con
Com'’s too, we need to remember. Just com-
municating relevant aspects that we take for
granted might help. | slept on a floor so |
could go to a Worldcon, as | couldn't afford
the room. That was in 2008. People can find
solutions to their other problems, or not, but
WE can fix the high cost of a membership
and let em know about the great things go-
ing on.

Book readers.We need to focus on our
core, BOOK READERS through the Li-
brary, College, Bookshop, Comic Shop
Game Shop - book consumers. We need to
get Free Book websites to link to us. Games
and Comics shops and those media are
slowly but surely encroaching into the book
field. Movies have been doing it for dec-
ades. Should WSFS have adverts - generic
ones - in the back of SF Books. How can we
get publishers to help us, and how can we

that is the priority they have chosen, ang. :
although | would like discounts for peoplnﬁil(r;:I dczzvéfllt;ss,t oaf HRoennoorvaattloLnos((:igll) let more book readers know this social ex-

under 25 and the unwaged it's not my ca travaganza of science fiction and fantasy
and there is only so much any con can do. exists?
It's a lot better than nought. It's a long game | welcome Reno’'s move,  Young people can add valueThere is
Sustainability. We need young people to but it's only a start, a bloody amazing startnothing like the enthusiasm and dynamism of
sustain the Worldcon machine. Patrick Niel-very brave and bold, but even so, we need tgouth, young people have ideas, and thoughts
sen Hayden wrote online] think this is a continue, to monitor and track and build itand these can be a brilliant contribution to
good idea, but | do find it disquieting to con-into budgeting and be prepared to repeat thisnany aspects of the con, they create a buzz,
template that, if this policy had been in effectif we don't attract new blood now, whereand are fun and sometimes can be motivators.
at the one Worldcon where | was a departWorldcons will be in 10 -15 years because oMy ‘opinion’ is that people enjoy seeing
ment head, | would have been eligible to buysuch discounts becomes slightly academic. young people enjoying cons. Anything the
a ‘YA membership,” and | wouldn’t have  Other tactics welcomed This is just one makes people enjoy cons adds value.
been the only concom member in that posiangle, one idea, one concept, not a solution, It's an investment. If, as many do al-
tion, either.” not a panacea, so we need to THINK and beeady, they volunteer, or gopher, or get in-
Not going after young people is recklessnventive and consider how we all will do our volved, become enthused, see what’s going
strategically. A discount is a start towardsbit to get young people involved. It may noton, and even think they could have a go, that
attracting young people. Other things willwork, but that should not mean we do not tryis an investment.
have to happen, but anything to bring inWe can be doing so many other things too - if Altruism not Subsidy. So much time and
young people now, helps build the future ofwe come up with them. effort is devoted to con running. Attendees
the event. Ticket first. People do not book flights, and conrunners seem to want more young

Ranges Blseouiing euth

TRyl by damgs Bazeq
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would be disappointing, especially when
thinking is free.

A start. There is a myth that once a
Worldcon does something, every following
one, will need to. This is not so. Each World-
con is its own sovereign entity, and that
needs to be remembered and respected. |
expect that | will continue to suggest to
whomever runs 2013 and 2012 that they
consider doing something like Reno, or
maybe a bit more, or maybe differently, to
their own liking, but I will still push on.

But Good Readers, what else should we
be doing, what initiatives can we take to get
more young folks involved, and interested?

TheNew Yorker'sprofile on economist Paul
Krugman had this to say about his appear-
ance at the 2009 Worldcon:

“Last August, Krugman decided that be-
fore he and Wells departed for a bicycle tour
of Scotland he would take a couple of days
to speak at the sixty-seventh world science-
fiction convention, to be held in Montreal.
(Krugman has been a science-fiction fan
since he was a boy.) At the convention, there
was a lot of extremely long hair, a lot of blue
hair, and a lot of capes. There was a woman
dressed as a cat, there was a woman with a
green brain attached to her head with wire,
there was a person in a green face mask,
there was a young woman spinning wool.
There was a Jedi and a Storm Trooper. Those

. . . ) . , participants who were not dressed as cats
people, therefore doing things like a financial Local is good too If only local people | are wearing T-shirts with something writ-

discount is not a specific subsidy, rather amvail of such a discount, that is not a probiapn on them: ‘I don't understand—and I'm a
extension of the overall altruistic endeavoulem. My first con was local too. | went on to ,qopet scientist,’ ‘I see dead pixels, ‘Math is
that is at the heart of our hobby. Being wel-do things, locally, nationally and internation- yajicious .’ Krugman has always had a nerdy
coming is life blood. ally. obsession with puns....

Worldcon is subsidised in a way. Every- A percentage of nothing, is still nothing. “Krugman explained that he'd become an
thing is paid for by members. ConcomsWe have no real idea how many young pe0acqnomist because of science fiction. ... 9
choose what to do, sometimes rightly, someple go to Worldcon. Although we may 'Ios;e'you read other genres of fiction, you can
times wrongly, this is just another choice,money if the number of people in the disoarn about the way people are a’nd the way
and in the scheme of things, not a big onecounted age group remained the same, tll?ociety is,” Krugman said to the audience,
As an area head who once had $10K cutope is that the growth in the age group wilky ¢ you don't get very much thinking about
from under him, and had to seek fundingmore than allay that cost. It is not squander\-Nhy are things the way they are, or what
elsewhere, | am aware all con coms makéng money, we can all point to something atmight make them different. What would
hard decisions. This one should be easy. = many Worldcons, which made errors or mishappen if 2

Budget for it Dummy. We are clever takes that burnt cash, but this is not one of
people, Worldcons are pretty damn neathem. The positive message, PR and angl
things, really, so we just need to figure thighat goes out alone has a value. Reno is beir??
into our long lists of finances and ensure thatalked about, already it's beneficial. ) o
it all works out. Resolved. Oops, there was a resolution NO- 1 sold in March for $1.5 million on the

First or tenth it should be amazing.passed, by democratic means at the la§Uction Web site ComicConnect.com. The
Worldcons need to be welcoming, if we areWSFS business meeting that suggested “tH@ghly sought-after issue that features Super-
not a good first con, then are we doing everybusiness meeting recommends that futur8'an’s debut originally sold for 10 cents.
thing we should be. Should we say - do noWSFS conventions sell discounted member- When | was a boy amktion ComicsNo.
come if this is your first con - on advertisingships to younger persons.” Although this ist Was selling for iny a little more than the
- of course not. Someone’s first Worldconnot binding, and may not have been german€PSt of my parents house | couldn t.afford, It.
experience should be as amazing as possible, the reasons behind the Reno Con CoroW that it's worth $1.5 million I still can't
regardiess. Many probably are, we just dontlecision, it is nice to see that Reno has dtford it Why do they even call this news?
know either way cause we don't really haveleast looked at this recommendation and
the data. considered it. To disregard it, out of hand,

uperman Comic Breaks Record
copy of the 1938 edition dkction Comics
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Takumi Shibano

Takumi Shibano died January 16 at the age of
82. The reported cause of death was pneumo-
nia.

His life spanned the founding of Japanese
fandom to the announcement of the Nippon
2017 bid. He was a guest of honor at two
Worldcons, L.A.con lll and Nippon 2007.

Japanese author Tetsu Yano, who Gene
Van Troyer called Japan’s Robert Heinlein,
said he could hardly imagine what would
have become of SF in Japan if Takumi Shi-
bano had not existed: “Thanks to his fanzine
Uchuujin we had a network that allowed us
to meet, and | feel blessed that Shibano-san
was here to create it. All of Japanese science
fiction and fandom was born as a result.”

Takumi, born in 1927, was the son of a
Japanese Army officer. Following his father's
postings, Takumi attended schools in Taiwan,
Tokyo and Manchuria. Upon finishing high
school in 1945 he was drafted into the Phys-
ico-Chemical Research Association. There he
learned the essentials of modern physics.
After the end of WWII, Takumi attended the
Tokyo Institute of Technology, graduating in
1950.

That same year he sold his first story,
which appeared under the name “Kozumi
Rei” (a wordplay on “cosmic ray”). He would
later use that pen name as a novelist and
translator of science fiction stories.

Takumi taught math for 26 years at Tokyo
Municipal Koyamadai high school, from

1951 until 1977 when chronic asthma led him

OBITUARIES

Takumi was effectively introduced to
American fans through the pages of Roy
Tackett’'s fanzine Dynatron People
became eager to meet him in person.
LA’s bid committee for the 1968 World-
con simultaneously ran a fan fund to
bring Takumi Shibano to the Worldcon.
Only the fan fund succeeded, conse-
quently Shibano-san attended BayCon,
the Worldcon in Berkeley, California.

He and Sachiko attended many more
Worldcons through the years. At Den-
vention 2 in 1981 they appeared on stage
during the Hugo Awards for the first
time to present Seiun Awards to the
Western sf writers whose translated
works had won. (The winners are chosen
by the Japanese national convention.) It
became a Hugo night tradition for the
Shibanos or other Japanese pros to ap-

. . . ear in ceremonial robes and recognize
to quit teaching and become a full-time writeRick Sneary, Roy Tackett, Takumi Shi- t)he winners. ?

and translator. Among the works he translatddano and Sachiko Shibano at BayCon in Takumi won World SF's President’s
into Japanese are Clarke’'s short story “ThE968. Photo by Len Moffatt. Award in 1984 and its Karel Award in

Sentinel” and Larry Niven'Ringworld and 1991. He received a Special Committee

“Inconstant Moon.” -
: embers responded so enthusiastically thefward from ConFrancisco, the 1993 World-
A colleague, veteran translator Hisash|" p y e@on. And he won the E. E. Evans Big Heart

Asakura, paid this compliment to his work in'(;i“r;f)h?d 'Ul]e ﬁlrztsifzueh (hlgh'uufj.int(“.space Award in 1987
- C ah ust”) in Ma Uchuuijin’s first issues :
1996: "Takumi Shibano has such a funda y ) Takumi, through his love of science fic-

mental grasp of science that he understandéér® handwritten on mimeograph stencils,. ; e
the natugr]e ofpthe ideas that the writers have.(zr?gljt had become a typset publication by 1960}i0n. achieved a rare bridging of cultures. He

he has the slightest question about anything? later years, the zine's best stories would bt@/as é gra’uousl man who wa;mly reLglp()on:ed
he pursues the answer with total dedicatiorco!lected in five professionally published ko anyontes Whe cohme.or. ques |k())lns. <© %
writing letters of talking directly with the volumes. . . herman, ° Wf?mde 'S |nvalr|a ycqmpareh,
authors. He's peerless — a real role model for Production of the magazine soon led to 'n[)e was ons ol jandom ° Iear yborgar:jlzersfw 0
translators and authors.” person discussion and the formationkaf- ~Pe€came an international ambassador of sci-
Takumi and Sachiko Takahashi married idaku Sosakivariously translated as Science®"c® fiction.
1954. They had two daughters, Miho an(giction Club or Science Creation Club), led
Minae. y Tetsu Yano. Roy Test
Takumi's fascination with SF first drew him  Takumi chaired four of the first six Japa-LASFS co-founder Roy Test died December
to join the UFOs Flying in Japan's Skies Re€S€ national science fiction conventions. H&0 of complications from a fall. He was 88.
search Group in 1956. As he explained in &lso helped establish the Federation of SF As a teenager Test helped start the Los
quote run in the Nippon 2007 Souvenir Book -angroups of Japan in 1965 and served angeles chapter of the Science Fiction
“It wasn't that | was so enamored of UFQ chairman from 1966 until 1970. League in 1934. Interviewed in 2007 about
research, but that | was interested in thOSg He wrote several original juvenile sciencehe club’s first meeting Roy recalled, “I had

basic, fantastical science ideas, so | wanted figtion novels, all published in Japan undetbeen corresponding with people through the
do SF.” The group was as close as he coul Is pen name Rei Kozunfiuperhuman ‘Plus SF magazines, and it was surprising to be in
get, but that would soon change. X' (1969), Operation Moonjet(1969), and the same room with them. There were only

At one of the meetings he threw out thdrevolt in North Pole City1977). He was also eight or 10 of us, but that was more science
idea of doing an extra issue of the group’éhe principal author ofhe World of Popular fiction readers than we'd ever seen in one
publication solely devoted to SF. Severgliterature (1978), a nonfiction work. place.” The club was renamed the Los Ange-
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now, less than three months later, he has

Phil Castora

Phil Castora, who joined passed away.
LASFS in 1962, died during the _Harmon was one of the many fans who

summer of 2009. This was not /SO enjoyed professional success in sf, writ-
learned untii November when iNg more than 50 stories for the prozines.
Charles Lee Jackson Il went to Later he gained a strong following in another

his care facility intending to
drop off some back copies o
APA-L. Phil was a past secre-
tary of the LASFS, and a truly
funny writer. | loved his letters
of comment toFile 770 — they
were gems.

Phil found a lot to laugh
about and he was legendary for
suddenly feeling something was

so funny that he would laugh
uncontrollably and collapse
onto the floor. Bruce Pelz de-
scribed this to several of us

Founding LASFS member Roy Test won a
Bronze Star as a B-17 pilot in WWII.

when | was a new club member,

fandom, the followers of “old time radio.”
f His friend Martin Grams recalls:

In 1967, he publishedrhe Great
Radio Heroeswhich to this day, is
considered a milestone for reference
books about old-time radio. Prior to
that book, there was nothing really
published that truly documented old-
time radio through interviews and
newspaper articles. Not only was he
the first to do any sort of real re-
search, but his smooth prose offered
his generation a chance to revisit
feelings of nostalgia.

In the mid-Seventies Harmon was West

les Science Fantasy Society when it left the,nq answered that | hoped to see it. “No y0630ast editor oMonsters of the MovieMar-

SFL a few years later. , don't,” contradicted Bruce, who had already
Speaking at the club’s 75th anniversarygsan it quite often.

vel's version ofFamous Monsters of Film-
land In 1977 he was presented the Inkpot

banquet last October, Roy described meet- pack in the 1970s Phil made his living forAward by the San Diego Comic-Con.

ings at Clifton’s Cafeteria when he was 13 o

fawhile as a process server, which gave him,

For better or worse, Harmon'’s early fan-

14 years old, and how his mother, Wand%n inexhaustible source of stories about thglsh fame revolved around the “Midwestcon
Test, volunteered to be club secretary as &range and ridiculous. His personal favoritd?00r Incident.” As Harry Warner wrote iy
way to come “and see what kind of oddballswas about the lawyer who had a lot of trou_\NeaIth of Fable:

I was associating with. Maybe it didn’t occur i properly filling out the necessary form to
to her | was the oddest one there. (The¥espond to lawsuit for malfeasance.
called her minutes “Thriling Wanda Sto-
ries.”

Roy joined the Army in WWII and be- Rob HO!dStOCk
came a pilot. He flew 32 missions overRob Holdstock, 61, died November 29 after

Europe in a B-17 Flying Fortress known ag_wo V\(eeks in hospital with a massieecoli
“The Bad Penny.” He earned two Bronzelnfectlon, Malcolm Edwards reported on the

stars, the Air Medal and Distinguished Fly- Trufen list.
ing Cross. g y Holdstock was a widely-admired writer of

In recent years Roy actively participated"Ythopoeic fantasy. He was a 4-time winner
in the Commemorative Air Force, spokeOf the British SC|ence Fiction Award.. As
publicly about his WWII experiences, andJanuary Magazinesummarized the high-

volunteered as a docent at the Planes éights of his literary career, "Holdstock was
Fames Air Museum in Chino. first published when he was just 20. The

short story, “Pauper’s Plot,” was published
by New Worldsmagazine. His first novel,
Ken Porter Eye Among the Blindvas published in 1976.
The death of LASFS member Ken Porterryogh he created a large and critically ac-
was announced in December 2009 by JOhRjaimed bhody of work throughout his career,

ngtz. According to Ke.n’s sister, he ha he is best known for the Mythago Wood
missed a couple of appointments. A check of

h , cle of novels. The first book in the series,
his apartment led to the discovery that he haﬁﬁlythago Wood won the World Fantasy

died some time ago. The cause of death Wayard for Best Novel in 1985. The most

not immediately known. , recent book in the Mythago Wood Cycle,
People all remember Ken as friendly andyyjlion, was published in July of this year."

easygoing, which he was, though 1 also re- - gigstock will also be remembered as a

member he had a passion to help the clutyqyjar contributor to the top British fan-
and no patience whenever an injustice Wasinas of the 1970s.

done to his friends.
Like many LASFSians, Ken appeared in Jim Harmon

Around 8 p.m. on May 27, 1954,
Harlan Ellison was engaging in the
ancient fannish pastime of tossing
water encased in paper bags from a
window when Jim Harmon happened
by the impact point of one missle on
the sidewalk. Several fans went im-
mediately to the room where Ellison
locked himself. Informed that Harlan
was not receiving visitors, Harmon
“hit the door about four times with
my fist and it splintered and fell
down,” as Jim remembered the event
later. Ellison, undiscouraged, simply
locked himself in another room with
an intact door until police arrived.
Later, so Buck Coulson toltYlimosa

readers:

The police left and that evening

Harlan came around to various room
parties, apologizing for the affair and
taking up a collection to pay for the

broken door. A bit later, Harmon

came around, ‘disguised’ in Lynn

Hickman’'s coat (which was about
half the size he usually wore), apolo-
gizing for the incident... and taking

up a collection to pay for the broken
door. Our group tossed quarters to
each one.

I's a funny part of fanhistory, but

Niven, Pournelle and Flynn's novéallen . . .
Angels— described on page 387 as a uheavyWeII-known fan Jim Harmon died FebruaryHarmon outgrew it years ago. We can count

set black man.” In years gone by he partici-16' I had the good luck to meet him for theon Harmon’'s memory remaining alive in

pated on “Why Is Fandom So White?” pan_ﬁrst time at the 2009 Loscon. Unfortunately,several different fandoms for years to come.
on the last day of the con he suffered a mild

els run at several LA area conventions. - el
heart attack and was briefly hospitalized and
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Midge Reitan
Chicago area fan Midge Reitan died January
14. I'll miss her: we talked at a lot of World-
cons and Windycons over the years.
Back in the day, whenever | ran into
Midge she was usually with Martha Beck or
Dana Siegel. It was through Midge and Dana
that 1 met and became friends with Martha
(who had already made her legendary run for
TAFF before | ever met her.)
Midge made an appreciative audience far
Dana Siegel: they had the same acerbic vifobert McCall’s mural at NASA Langley Research Center.
(although Dana’s is more so.)
Midge helped friends throw parties and

contributed to conventions in other ways,plished inAstounding(May 1946). Fans died December 17 from complications of

rarely getting her name on any long lists ,Wm'iaw through the "William Tenn” pen name, Crohn’s Disease which he had battled for 30
the exception of her service as co-chair Oht convinced themselves this was not thegears.

Windycon 7 (1980). work of a newcomer — at the 1947 Philadel- He is best known for writinglien, winner
. phia Worldcon Phil Klass gave a monologof the 1980 Best Dramatic Presentation Hugo.
Annette Carrico based on alleged mail from fans who thoughThe Guardian’s tribute to O'Bannon com-
Kentucky fan Annette Carrico passed awayTenn” was one of Henry Kuttner's innumer- mented insightfully, "Over the years, many
overnight on December 24. able pen names. connected with the film have greedily and not

Joel Zakem wrote online, "Though con- He is survived by his wife, Fruma Klass,entirely accurately claimed credit for just
fined to a wheelchair, Annette ran the corand their daughter Adina. Fruma married Phiabout everything good abaoétien But if you
suite at Concave for as long as | can remenmin March 1957, a year after they met.search out the original script on the internet,

ber (even at the Park Mammoth which had n&he wrote about their courtship: you'll see most of it was already there cour-
elevators and where the con suite was on the When Phil told me, with some trepi- tesy of O’'Bannon."
second floor), helped in the con suite at other dation, that he wrote science fiction, | Other science fiction films he co-authored
cons, and she was scheduled to be the Guest was delighted. | read science fiction. | includeLifeforceandTotal Recall
of Honor at Concave 31 in February 2010. read everything, including the backs He also directed several movies. Bill War-
She was also Fan GOH at Rivercon 23. An- of cereal boxes, though most of the ren considers the best of these toThe Re-
nette was an avid reader and one of the nicest time | couldn’'t remember writers’ turn of the Living Deada comedy sequel to
people you could meet. She will be missed." names. But | did know the name the original film that opens with a title card
Gary Robe’s 1997 articldistory of Con- “William Tenn.” | had loved the only revealing that everything you're about to see
cave emphasizes, "Annette’s contribution  story | could remember under that is absolutely true and all the real names are
cannot be understated. Since the success of a byline, and | told him so. “I loved used.
relaxacon revolves around the quality of the your story ‘In Hiding,” | told him. O’'Bannon’s career began with the low-
consuite, Annette’s tireless shopping, hauling, There was a silence. Then he said budget 1974 sf fiimDark Star It origi-
and food preparation has been central to the morosely, “I didn't write that. That nated as a USC student project co-written
Concave’s deserved reputation as having one was Wilmar H. Shiras.” “Oh,” | said. with director John Carpenter. The movie was
of the greatest consuites in all convention There was another silence. It wasn'ta not a commercial success, but it developed a
fandom." really good way to start off on a rela-  cult following among sf fans and inspired the
tionship. name of the student sf club at UC San Diego.
Michael Moslow | found that a striking coincidence for the
Michael Moslow, a fan from New York City, V'Y émbarrassing reason that | encountered Eric Woolfson

died January 7 from pneumonia. He was 57. her admission while seeking the title of thegyic woolfson, composer for The Alan Par-
According to Dennis McCunney, Moslow selfsame stoyry, which | remembered reading g Project, died of cancer on December 2 at
had a relapse after recovering from a stay ifl! 1€fTy Carr’'s collectiorScience Fiction for he age of 64. His many works included sev-

intensive care late last year. Until a fewPeople Who Hate Science Ficti@md was g5 sf/f-oriented albums — “Tales of Mys-
weeks before Moslow's death he “was stilconvinced was my favorite William Tenn gy and Imagination” (1976) based on Poe’s
wearing a trache, but was mobile and in goo&tory- writing and “I, Robot” (1977) based on Asi-

spirits.” Moslow was on the verge of retiring, ©0ing with Plan B, my favorite Tenn story /s’ Other works include “Eye in the Sky,”

from the Post Office and moving upstate withS “On Venus, Have We Got a Rabbi,” from«py amiq " “La Sagrada Familia” and more.
his wife, Naomi. Jack Dann’s collectioWandering Stars: An

Anthology of Jewish Fantasy and Science

Fiction (1974). Kippy Poyser

B WI||I.am Tenn Wiliam Tenn wrote science fiction BY Andrew Porter: Kennedy "Kippy" Poy-
William Tenn (Phil Klass) died February 7 at\hile Phil Klass taught English and comparaSe" 64, former husband of Hugo winning SF
the age of 89 from congestive heart failurey; e jiterature at Penn State University for 2 artist Victoria Poyser, died of a heart attack in
closing a celebrated life. Tenn was one Oglears. And the man with two names made 520 Miguel de Allende, Mexico on Novem-

Noreascon 4's Guests of Honor in 2004 (forlasting mark in both his professions. ber 30. When the couple were living in Olym-

the occasion producing a collection of nonfic- pia, Washington, Poyser taught at Evergreen
tion and personal essay@ancing Nakeyl He ) State College and worked extensively on
also was a SFWA Author Emeritus (1999). Dan O’Bannon Norwescon, especially its program book. He

His first story, “Alexander the Bait,” was Famed sf movie maker Dan O’Bannon, 63,45 Fan GoH at the 1981 Orycon, organized
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and ran Hatcon in Danbury, Connecticut in the An appreciation posted by the National The New YorKTimessaid, “Mr. Congdon,
1980s, designed and edited the 1982 WdBpace Society (where McCall served on thho started out as a messenger at a small New
Fantasy Convention program book, aBward of Governors) recalled numerous exawerk agency, developed an enviable reputa-
owned bookstores in Connecticut, where ples of his iconic artwork: "One can see thien as a skilled editor, tough negotiator and
published and sold SF-related posters, anfiuence Robert McCall had by going to ttehrewd judge of talent. While still a young
later in Texas, where he alsBmithsonian’s Air and Space Museum, wherditor at Simon & Schuster, he tuned in to the
owned bookstores and taught college. At this vast mural depicting man’s conquest of tbarly stories of Ray Bradbury, who became
time of his death he was planning to operMmon covers an entire wall on the Museungse of his first clients after he set up as a full-
bookstore in Mexico. He is survived by hiwain floor, as well as in old movie posters fome literary agent in 1947."
former wife and his children artist Astra Po2001: A Space Odyssey, and in a two-decade-The news made Andrew Porter realize,
ser Laughlin and filmmaker Bryan Poyser. long series of postage stamps depicting spddeed here in Brooklyn Heights, but | never
themes." met him, sigh...”
In Passing , , , , . o
Roger Gaillard, curator of the Maison d’Ail-Australian children's authd®atricia Wright-
David Weber's mother-in-lavBobbie Irene leurs from 1989 to 1996, and the editor sbndied March 15 of natural causes at the age
Wilson Rice died November 27. His e_maﬁeveral books, died of cardiac arrest on Jaofi88.
announcement assured everyone that his i 22. The Maison d’Ailleurs (translated as She wove Aboriginal mythology into her
(Bobbie's daughter) Sharon Rice-Weber, arjdouse pf Elsewhere“), is a museum of smiﬂritingi .fqr which she has been both p_raisgd
“but they afince fiction, utopia and extraordinary journegsd criticized. She was awarded the biennial
in Yverdon-les-Bains, Switzerland. Hans Christian Andersen Medal in 1986 for
her body of work. Others have characterized
Roy Edward Disney who led two Separaté:alifornia actor and producdohn McGarr, . hqr §tories as an exploitation and misappro-
revolts against chief executives of his |4&, attending the Horrorhound convention inpriation of Aboriginal culture.
uncle’s corporation, and helped revive iladianapolis, was walking to breakfast vyhen a In an Associgted Press story, publisher
legendary animation unit, died December $8' swerved out of the traffic lane and killed Mark Macleod said,"She was trying to create a
of cancer. He was 79. him. The IndianapoliStarreports the driver kind of pan Australia - a whole new Austra-
The first chief executive of the Walt Didvas taken into custody on preliminary chargéan mythology which was part non-
ney Co. that Roy unseated was Walt's oWkdriving while intoxicated causing death.  indigenous and part indigenous.”

son-in-law, Ron Miller. The second was Mj- McGarr was the executive producer of
chael Eisner. House of the Wolf Man

the Weber family are doing fine
still miss Bobbie.”

Space artisRobert McCall died February 26Litérary agenbon Congdondied on Novem-
of a heart attack in Scottsdale. He was 90. Per 30 at the age of 91.

Appreciation of Mark Owings
by Martin Morse Wooster

Mark Owings, who died of
pancreatic cancer in Baltimore
on December 30, 2009, a week
before his 68 birthday, was
one of fandom’s noblemen. |
knew him for nearly 30 years,
and never saw him get angry or
even raise his voice. He was
one of the nicest and most hon-
orable persons | ever knew.

If you had a conversation
about Owings, it usually would
be about books. It would last a
long time; his favorite words
were, “Oh, by the way...” and
off we would go on another
topic. He may not have read
everything, but he had read
more sf than anyone else |
knew. As someone commented

in a newsgroup, Owings wasJul and Mark Owings enjoying Balticon 37 in 2003.

the sort of fan who not only had
read the legendary (but rare)
stinker Werewolf vs, the Vam-
pire Woman but also could talk

about it intelligently.

His rowhouse in Baltimore’s
funky Hampden section was, as
his phone message said, “a
house surrounded by books.”
Owings’s principal hobby was
collecting used books and resell-
ing them, either at conventions
or through his mail order ser-
vice, Luna City Books. He was
also active in donating books to
the Baltimore BookThing, a
nonprofit that recycles books; he
also regularly donated books to
the Hampden Family Center and
other local community organiza-
tions. He was particularly proud
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and was fan GoH at least once. (He Owings lived in New York City for a few
was also Fan GoH at a 1980s Hexyears, working as a caseworker for the New
acon.) Owings was most active inYork City Department of Social Services.
running the Compton Crook Award When he moved to Baltimore, he went to
for the best first novel, and ener-work for the U.S. Treasury Department as a
getically read hundreds of first computer programmer, retiring in 2002.
novels over the decades in order to His last major bibliographic work was on
determine which ones were thethe Fictionmags Index, an ongoing project to
best. index all fiction that ever appeared in maga-
Much of Owings’s writings zines. Owings’s specialty was tt®aturday
were as a bibliographer. His Evening Postand he loved spending days in
“Electric  Bibliograph” column the Enoch Pratt Free Library, copying table of
graced the pages of Jack Chalker'ssontents pages and re-reading much of the
Mirage and Don Miller's WSFA fiction in the magazines he indexed.
Journal In the 1970s he published  Owings married Julanne Brandes Ochs in
about 15 bibliographies of sf writ- 1983. Their happy marriage lasted until
ers, sometimes in collaboration Owings’s death.
with Jack Chalker or Janet Kagan. Owings'’s funeral service was held at St.
Of these, the most important wasLuke’s Lutheran Church in Baltimore (a few

The Revised H.R,ovecraft Bibli- blocks from his house) on January 8. BSFS
ography(with Jack Chalker, 1973), has set up a Mark Owings Memorial Fund to
which is in over 175 public and honor Owings’s memory.

university libraries, including Har-
o —— . — vard’s. Owings also compiled bib-

. . . liographies for Fantasy and Sci-
Mark Owings at Balticon 42 in 2008. ence Fictionfor special issues de-

voted to James Blish (1972) and
of rescuing sf books discarded by the Balti+rederik Pohl (1973).
more public libraries and making sure they One of Owings’s more unusual bibliogra-
ended up in the hands of readers that wantgghies came about in the early 1970s. Accord-
them and would care for them. ing to Richard Harter, who wrote a detailed
Politically Owings was a conservative,account in 2006, New York book dealer Ir-
who prided himself on being one of the fewving Binkin, who mostly dealt with estates,
Republicans in his urban Baltimore congresended up buying the collection of a man
sional district. But his fundamental decencynamed Grill, who died without heirs. “Grill
and kindness ensured that he had manyas the complete Lovecraft collector,” Harter
friends who were liberals. writes. “He had multiple copies in mint con-
Mark Owings was born in Baltimore in dition of every edition of every book Love-
January 1945. His first fannish activity camecraft had ever written...He had copies of
in 1962, when, as a student at Baltimore Citynimeographed fanzines that Chalker had
College (which, then and now, is an elitenever seen and didn’t know existed. He had it
public high school), he met Jack Chalker, all. Chalker remarked that Grill would have
year older. Chalker, in a history of Baltimorecollected Lovecraft and his coffin if he could
fandom written forMimosa recalled hearing have.” Binkin eventually sold the collection,
about a student who “knew more about scibut not until he and Mark Owings had cata-
ence fiction than anybody else he’'d ever seeloged it asThe Grill/Binkin Collection pub-
but had the sort of mind that was like a librarylished by Mirage Press in 1975.
card catalog.” Owings’s one substantial book came about
Chalker and Owings hit it off and becameas a result of Jack Chalker’s decision to return
best friends. They were a balanced pair—o fan publishing in the late 1980s. Chalker
Chalker loud, brash, and opinionated, Owingsnd Owings decided to revise—and mas-
quiet, reserved, and secure. Owings was Jadhvely expand—an annotated guide to small
Chalker's best man at his wedding to Evapress books they first published in 1966. The
Whitley in 1978. They remained close untilthird edition ofThe Science-Fantasy Publish-
Chalker's death in 2005. ers published by Mirage Press in 1991, is a
In 1962, Chalker, Owings, and David Et-massive---and highly entertaining—reference
tlin, coming home from a Washington Sci-book that will remain a permanent contribu-
ence Fiction Association meeting on a Greyiion to scholarship. Chalker and Owings col-
hound bus, decided that Baltimore needed a $iborated on four published supplements to
club of its own. The three of them co-foundedhe book and a couple of more, which only
the Baltimore Science Fiction Societyappeared on CD-ROM$he Science-Fantasy
(BSFS). Although Owings was an activePublishers earned Owings his only Hugo
member of WSFA, BSFS was his homenomination, in 1992; he lost to a Charles
Owings was chair of Balticons 5, 6. 7 and 26Addams art book.
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2010 Hugo Nominations Announced by Aussiecon 4

Here are the 2010 Hugo Award nominees,
revealed by the administrator during the British
Eastercon on April 4. .

BEST NOVEL (699 nominating ballots)

Boneshakeby Cherie Priest (Tor)

The City & The Citypy China Miéville (Del Rey;
Macmillan UK)

Julian Comstock: A Story of 22nd-Century
Americaby Robert Charles Wilson (Tor)

Palimpsesby Catherynne M. Valente (Bantam
Spectra)

Wakeby Robert J. Sawyer (Ace; Penguin;
Gollancz; Analog)

The Windup Girby Paolo Bacigalupi (Night
Shade)

BEST NOVELLA (375 nominating ballots)
“Act One” by Nancy KressAsimov’'s3/09)
The God Engines by John Scalzi (Subterranean)
“Palimpsest” by Charles Stross (Wireless)
Shambling Towards Hiroshima by James Morrow
(Tachyon)
“Vishnu at the Cat Circus” by lan McDonald
(Cyberabad Days
The Women of Nell Gwynne's by Kage Baker
(Subterranean)

BEST NOVELETTE (402 nominating ballots)

“Eros, Philia, Agape” by Rachel Swirsky (Tor.com
3/09)

“The Island” by Peter WattSbe New Space
Opera 3

“It Takes Two” by Nicola Griffith Eclipse Threg

“One of Our Bastards is Missing” by Paul Cornell
(The Solaris Book of New Science Fiction:
Volume Threp

“Overtime” by Charles Stross (Tor.com 12/09)

“Sinner, Baker, Fabulist, Priest; Red Mask, Black
Mask, Gentleman, Beast” by Eugie Foster
(Interzone2/09)

BEST SHORT STORY (432 nominating ballots)

“The Bride of Frankenstein” by Mike Resnick
(Asimov’s12/09)

“Bridesicle” by Will McIntosh @simov’s1/09)

“The Moment” by Lawrence M. Schoen
(Footprinty

“Non-Zero Probabilities” by N.K. Jemisin
(Clarkesworld9/09)

“Spar” by Kij JohnsonClarkesworld10/09)

BEST RELATED WORK
(259 nominating ballots)

Canary Fever: Reviewsy John Clute (Beccon)

Hope-In-The-Mist: The Extraordinary Career and
Mysterious Life of Hope Mirrledsy Michael
Swanwick (Temporary Culture)

The Inter-Galactic Playground: A Critical Study of
Children’s and Teens’ Science Fictibg
Farah Mendlesohn (McFarland)

On Joanna Rusadited by Farah Mendlesohn
(Wesleyan)

The Secret Feminist Cabal: A Cultural History of
SF Feminisméy Helen Merrick (Aqueduct)

This is Me, Jack Vance! (Or, More Properly, This
is “I"') by Jack Vance (Subterranean)

BEST GRAPHIC STORY
(221 nominating ballots)

Batman: Whatever Happened to the Caped
Crusader?Written by Neil Gaiman;
Pencilled by Andy Kubert; Inked by Scott
Williams (DC Comics)

Captain Britain And MI13. Volume 3: Vampire
StateWritten by Paul Cornell; Pencilled by
Leonard Kirk with Mike Collins, Adrian
Alphona and Ardian Syaf (Marvel Comics)

Fables Vol 12: The Dark Ages Writtey Bill
Willingham; Pencilled by Mark
Buckingham; Art by Peter Gross & Andrew
Pepoy, Michael Allred, David Hahn; Colour
by Lee Loughridge & Laura Allred; Letters
by Todd Klein (Vertigo Comics)

Girl Genius, Volume 9: Agatha Heterodyne and
the Heirs of the Storiwritten by Kaja and
Phil Foglio; Art by Phil Foglio; Colours by
Cheyenne Wright (Airship Entertainment)

Schlock Mercenary: The Longshoreman of the
ApocalypséNritten and lllustrated by
Howard Tayler

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
- LONG FORM (541 nominating ballots)

Avatar Screenplay and Directed by James
Cameron (Twentieth Century Fox)

District 9 Screenplay by Neill Blomkamp & Terri
Tatchell; Directed by Neill Blomkamp
(TriStar Pictures)

Moon Screenplay by Nathan Parker; Story by
Duncan Jones; Directed by Duncan Jones
(Liberty Films)

Star TrekScreenplay by Robert Orci & Alex
Kurtzman; Directed by J.J. Abrams
(Paramount)

Up Screenplay by Bob Peterson & Pete Docter;
Story by Bob Peterson, Pete Docter, &
Thomas McCarthy; Directed by Bob
Peterson & Pete Docter (Disney/Pixar)

BEST DRAMATIC PRESENTATION
- SHORT FORM (282 nominating ballots)
Doctor Who “The Next Doctor” Written by
Russell T Davies; Directed by Andy
Goddard (BBC Wales)
Doctor Who “Planet of the Dead” Written by

Patrick Nielsen Hayden
Juliet Ulman

BEST EDITOR, SHORT FORM
(419 nominating ballots)
Ellen Datlow
Stanley Schmidt
Jonathan Strahan
Gordon Van Gelder
Sheila Williams

BEST PROFESSIONAL ARTIST
(327 nominating ballots)
Bob Eggleton
Stephan Martiniere
John Picacio
Daniel Dos Santos
Shaun Tan

BEST SEMIPROZINE (377 nominating ballots)

Ansibleedited by David Langford

Clarkesworldedited by Neil Clarke, Sean Wallace,
& Cheryl Morgan

Interzoneedited by Andy Cox

Locusedited by Charles N. Brown, Kirsten Gong-
Wong, & Liza Groen Trombi

Weird Talesedited by Ann VanderMeer &
Stephen H. Segal

BEST FAN WRITER (319 nominating ballots)
Claire Brialey
Christopher J Garcia
James Nicoll
Lloyd Penney
Frederik Pohl

BEST FANZINE (298 nominating ballots)
Argentusedited by Steven H Silver
Banana Wing®dited by Claire Brialey and Mark
Plummer
CHALLENGERedited by Guy H. Lillian Il
Drink Tankedited by Christopher J Garcia, with
guest editor James Bacon
File 770edited by Mike Glyer
StarShipSofadited by Tony C. Smith

BEST FAN ARTIST (199 nominating ballots)
Brad W. Foster

Russell T Davies & Gareth Roberts; Directed Dave Howell

by James Strong (BBC Wales)

Doctor Who “The Waters of Mars” Written by
Russell T Davies & Phil Ford; Directed by
Graeme Harper (BBC Wales)

Dollhouse “Epitaph 1" Story by Joss Whedon;
Written by Maurissa Tancharoen & Jed
Whedon; Directed by David Solomon
(Mutant Enemy)

FlashForward “No More Good Days” Written by
Brannon Braga & David S. Goyer; Directed
by David S. Goyer; based on the novel by
Robert J. Sawyer (ABC)

BEST EDITOR, LONG FORM
(289 nominating ballots)
Lou Anders
Ginjer Buchanan
Liz Gorinsky

Sue Mason
Steve Stiles
Taral Wayne

THE JOHN W. CAMPBELL AWARD FOR

BEST NEW WRITER (356 nominating ballots)
(Not a Hugo Award. This is an award for best new
Science Fiction writer of the past two years,
sponsored by Dell Magazines and administered by
the current Worldcon committee.)
Saladin Ahmed
Gail Carriger
Felix Gilman *
Seanan McGuire
Lezli Robyn *
* Second year of eligibility
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FAN NOIR

Scene 6—The Fanwriter’'s Fanwriter
By Taral Wayne

A lot of nonsense has been written about fanwriting. hee@ason |
shouldn’'t add to the already daunting accumulation.

There are the basics, of course. Grammar, vocabulariynhyt
richness of expression, metaphor, anecdote, a grasp of human
experience, and the capacity to extract from a gooddreater truth
that the reader might benefit by. It ain’'t easy. Woilse viriter never
has any clear idea how far short he falls of these bastdshe has
bettered himself. Only then can the writer look back srelrly
blunders, and appreciate in fullness just how much of aneasach
made of himself.

This has been my privilege of late, in an ongoing efforediscover
and rescue old fanwriting of mine. As I've been writing @agjmany
new things of late, my interest grew in old pieces dipgieared in
fanzines of the 70’s and 80’s. Some of those, | remembesgdnity
half bad. On re-reading them, it might have been mongraiecto say
they were only half good.

Finding old articles in past issuesSfientifrictionandFile 770
Groggy, andSticky Quartersvas only half the problem. Typing them
into Word Doc presented difficulties with almost eveeptence. Do |
replace words with better ones, rewrite whole phrasiespaw
images, or insert entire sentences where wanted? Atpehd do |
find myself writing a completely new article? Or shoulditHfully
reproduce whatever | find on the mimeographed page? Winiligfitt
be true to the archivist’s ideal, | found simply too maxgreples of
inexcusably bad writing to be satisfied with verbatim cogyi
noticed as well, many lost opportunities to make a poiatpmn. And
all too often, whatever | was trying to say was sokytinat not even |
was sure what | meant. The trick lay in achieving tgbtrbalance of
preserving the past and presenting it in a palatabte. for

It has been instructive. I'll say no more than that.

The exercise has made me more mindful of fanwritingyuels. 4Vhat
is it beyond the basics of any kind of writing that makes fine
fanwriting?

I have no doubt about what many fans would point their finders a
Bear with me while | invent a number of stereotypes, angify's
sake don’'t make guesses about who | mean. These are canigtons,
real fans.

To M. Michael Sergeant, editor 8tring Theory Quarteigood
fanwriting would likely mean anything that advances the raligio
science fiction. The question asked by Sergeant is whgilen
writing promotes the genre. Does it help bring a faveusttiter the

recognition he deserves from the public? Does it biergnse fiction
greater respectability with academia? In such fanzines the sense
that SF is a great historical movement, one that valledts footprints
in the sands of time in the same way Greek Tragedy arabEthan
Theater have. I'm not sayingwton't, but it's no matter of faith to me
that itwill, either. | have no personal sense of mission to recatd ea
insignificant development among science fiction authonstao
evaluate every last word published. Now and then an impostark

is produced that sheds hitherto unrealized light on sometasibe
science fiction genre that we must be grateful for. Butare. Sercon
writing is not for me a rich mine of satisfying fan ting.

The other extreme might be that of Hans Fritz, whosedaKan
writing sometimes seems like an exercise in navel gagamgdom is
defined on an almost regular basis in the pag&uabalas the social
ties among a fairly tight-knit group of people who sharerancon
hobby activity, and a mutual history stretching back oemades. One
joins this group by educating oneself in the minutiae of what Bob
Tucker said, and how Red Boggs got to Midwestcon, and ongadds
the collective memory with some inanity such as tryingrtter
vegetarian sushi at the Corflu banquet. There’s very nubk said
for this approach. It eliminates at a stroke the millioihgeople who
are like fans but that we don’t know, and have little redsolt’'s

major disadvantage is that cliquishness doesn't itselecanérit. One
can be very fannish, but quite dull. Nor do we all know timeesa
people, even in our tightly curved space-time.

David and Alex Irish and their fanzit@ontrol-Alt-Deletetake a
different approach to fannish writing. Here we have algagay
journal of the lives of typical fans. We know these writargd are
presumed to be interested in everything that happens to Tieryire
willing to tell us too, holding back very little. Are thapt sleeping
well because of overtime at work, and an upcoming down$iZiay
they have to avoid legumes in their diet because of fpé&sardrugs
for back pain? Are Thursday nights with the local farth@iSpotted
Dick growing stale? Will the next issue be late becafiseleaking
roof that needs fixing? Fandom has a need to know every detail
such pressing matters, and the Irishes attempt ta fllhi idea that
anything a fan does is interesting to read about grew freemsible
germ, no doubt. Yet I'm inclined toward an observation about
writing... indeed about all art... that | came across somesvwears
ago. Most of the trick isn’t in what you put in, but in knogriwhat to
leave out.

At the extreme were zines suchRi®spherby Guy Gymble.
Personalzine writing of the 70’s broke more than one ob@vaers,
and gave any number of people sympathetic readers to spilfjtie
to. Who can tell, but perhaps because of touchy-feebzjmars,
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somewhere there is a fan who was able to expose themniost
feelings, and put off that deliberate drug overdose indefyniBut
speaking for myself, those kind of zines at their mostakng tended
to give me the creeps.

Then too, there’s fan politics. There are several aphezadhe most
commonly taken is that of Kent Bowling-Greescular File. The
factsare laid out in a logical progression, both sides weighed
(should one be warranted) a conclusion is presented atdh&'ee
method is not without merit, but depends in large degreewn ho
much interest the reader brings to the subject. The appraitsh f
however, whenever you don't give a rat's ass about whasaid in
the opening ceremonies of Somecon or Otherclave. Therreade
naturally tends to browse the newsy sort of fanwritingkilog for a
subject that catches his attention. Depending on how ietfath
scene he is, this could be most of the issue, or veryoexithing.
Whether you pique the reader’s attention is hit or missn“Ballow
Buys New Bow-Tie for WSFS Business Meetings.” That'siest-
read for some people. “Meteor Impact Destroys City During
Philcon.” I haven't been to one of those in years and magityegive
the item a miss.

There is more passion if perhaps fewer statisticsarieth politics
found in any of Dan Blanc’s old fanzinekang, Planetary, Vacuum,
Tactic, Blal). Discussion centers on personalities, mainly. Who's

skillful scrivener, it's easy to imagine that the ulttméate of LASFS
funds, or how ballots are counted at Corflu is of vital irtgouce, and
forget that in reality they matter little compared iscdvering a first
edition you've always wanted, or a dinner date with soraespecial
who doesn’t mind Thai. Friendships have ended over lesshts
been said in fanzines friendship let alone as politics. Fan politics
should certainly be enjoyed, but keep in mind that this sevtitihg
is the art of finding the Perfect Wave in a demitasse.

There is a passive-aggressive form of fan writing, el 8pencer
Garp’s laments iThe Journal of Misapplied Scienca® one very
good example. In this style of writing, fandom Isn’t As Meant to
Be or at least Not Like it Used to Be. Once thisthexsn said, the
author then enumerates the many ways in which fandom faltsaghor
his ideal. Next follows a master plan to set thingstrighe appeal to
the good old days is one | respond to. | fondly remember being
twenty-two, and arguing all night in donut stops about istales
such as whether New Wave was really SF or not , and whietki#
bring the millennium. In retrospect it all seemed likestling a killer
whale in an inflatable wading pool. Nevertheless, |dotree sense of
urgency and importance that those discussions had. Butdkahen,
for one thing, and I really don’t want to go back there.dfwther, if
you can't find what you're looking for in one place, the g@aghing
is to look somewhere else. You can’'t make a page of Hyfpbema
ream of slipsheets from Boowatt.

Finally we come to the lowest common denominator of fatingr—

the pointless natterer. | won’t attempt to personify tiithh a cartoon.

No one who suspected the shoe fits is likely to see the humibult
might even be beyond him to see the humour in anything bearing on
his freedom of expression. Alas, too, there are jusinianay of them.

The nattering fanwriter ordinarily repeats whatever nesis tome
across. When he has exhausted this meager store, he sediails
of recent events in which he happened to be present. He sconsmd
minor roles as spear carrier he has been entrusted witte Warst
cases, if you can be sure of finding nothing else you inil &mple
name-dropping. It makes the writer more fannish by proxyvever,
two things are almost always found missing in natteey®dre any
hint of an original idea, and anything like an interestipigion. It
goes without saying that the writer is devoid of style, genkrally
radiates an absence of charisma that would take the mesme# out
of a Porsche driven right out of the showroom.

I've used a lot of words to describe wiat't ideal fanwriting, the
sort that a Richard Bergerdimesn’tspend a small fortune on to
collect in a leather bound edition. What, then, do | wantwitpeck
up a fanzine and start flipping through the pages?

To begin with, one has to have a sense of style. Thilcisrg
personal point of view, a way of saying things charastierio
ourselves. It shouldn’t be possible to put someone elseie pa an
article without anyone noticing the switch. Style requiregiter to
know how to chose an appropriate voice. Even while it that a
writer be himself, not all subjects can be treated the saamgue-in-
cheek is totally different from wistfulness, nor is atatement the
same as matter-of-fact. Good writing demands mastérgwh thing
is written, and the writer must be able to adapt tovdesls of his
subject. Style, too, is a matter of fresh expressiomoit't do to have
a perfect command of commonplace clichés that havedéaseing

bidding for the Worldcon? Should they? Why not? Who deserves aup vivid associations. A face that stops a clock isla@elumsy way
Hugo? What should be done about TAFF? Who do | think should béo say “ugly”. No one imagines anymore a clock that algtsébps

GoH? Few of these questions would go unanswered €Tthisrstyle
of writing has more entertainment value than factual regertThe
chief danger is that you might get caught up init. In the hafhds

from shock. A face that capsized a thousand ships, howevieesma
the reader pause and think a moment. He should actuallyepiotur
his mind the sheer blinking ugliness of an anti-Helen, ahdwasand
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ships capsizing at once. Anyone can singalysomething. There is
really little new than anyoneansay. The trick in writing is mostly
about how you say it.

It's always been my belief that before you begin to wyite; ought to
have something worth writing about. Most things are nothwariting
about, to be blunt about it. My breakfast deserves no-onesenatr
does my sore back, the unusually bad weather this winteisihg
price of corned beef and diet cola, nor the last book | fEa@sd.isn’t to
say there is a cosmic list of interesting subjects anthar one of dull
subjects, and that all things belong to one or the otherfrém it.
What makes my sore back or the price of corned beeésiieg isa
point By a point | don’t merely mean that corned beef is baupm
expensive, either. That would be tediously obvious whettgessed
in ten words or a thousand. What | mean has little to totive
corned beef at all, and everything to do with literary deszidrony.
Suspense. Mood. Surprise. Resolution. Without them thettds |
writing worth reading.

In many ways, writing is a stage trick. To tell a parbaldly that you
found a dime is not much of a story. The trick is to makethink
finding a dime has changed the entire course of your lifinabit was

Writing about individual fans.
Writing about yourself.

But does merely writing in one of these categories nitatecessarily
fanwriting?

Quite a lot of people would argue that the first categonot only
legitimate fanwriting, but the original source of alhaiting, and
they're probably right. At the same time, so many of ustgo it and
call this “unfannish” that there is clearly somethindkiag in sercon
writing. Something is missing, and fails to set sercating apart
from reviews in Analog, or collections of essays suchaSearch of
Wonder,” “The Issue at Hand,” or more recently “Enginethef
Night”. Unquestionably, sercon writing is an integral pflandom.
It can even be written in a casual style. But I'm fortzethe
conclusion that there’s no necessity to call it fannish.

It's hard to escape any conclusion other than that writing about
fandom is certainly fannish. Clubs, cons, awards and alktkahe
woof and weave of fandom. But not the life. Writing about the
materials fandom is made from, though inevitable, isgusinor
consequence of there being fandom at all. Although many faes hav

such an outrageously unexpected development that it beggaiefd bel made clubs and cons a lifestyle, clearly these things weeeted for
or that no one had ever found a dime in such unusual circumstance some other purpose than just to serve themselves. Thetyasxi

before, and likely never would again. Everyone knows a cizami
produces cards from up his sleeve, but if he is clevegutience is
astonished anyway! That's a writer’s job too, with wortser than
cards.

In addition, it's hard to place too great a value on palify. | know
that I've made much of the idea that the trick of writingtign what
you say, but how you say it, nevertheless most readdcame a
change of pace. In fact, originality is very much a mattéow you
say a thing. Repeat out loud the word “blue” over and dmeine it
ceases to register on the mind as a colour, and becoseeseless
noise like “brfl”. Now change “brfl” to “azure”, “sapphirgbr
“cerulean” and it's a colour again. To keep a readet&rést the
writer must vary not only his vocabulary, which is a smadtter, but
also in the manner in which you present an idea. For instit'se
suppose you want to write a con report. Have you writtem thefore?
Have they always started with arriving at the hotelthe first day,
and proceeded toward the last day in the order in whichsthing
happened? Try something different. Start with the firstyeall
memorable thing that happened at the con instead. Or begipour
goodbyes on Sunday, and write the con backwards as a series of
flashbacks. To be sure, there’s no such thing as a genonigityal
idea. But the writer isn’t in competition to out-do Tereimc
Shakespeare. You are the proper measure of your writingolo
best to be fresh and surprising.

So far I've talked about bad writing, and then good writingatVv
specifically is goodanwriting? This is certainly the hardest question
to answer. While good fanwriting must be good writing to begth,

it isn't enough to say that any good writing is fan writidgan Didion
isn’t a fanwriter, nor is George Orwell, though both erfatscinating
articles and essays.

Much of what passes for fanwriting does so because it liseiine
sort of writing | began with by lampooning. In short, the types
writing found in most fanzines falls into the small numbeiooge
categories:

Writing about science fiction, or related subjects.
Writing about fandom.
Writing about fan politics.

conveniences for meeting people, for discussion, for buying and
selling, for seeing new things, and for joining in soei&nts. It's easy
to see why so many fans regard tissandom, yet it has an incidental
character similar to the Cannes Film Festival, or thedaémy of
Motion Picture Awards. Is an Oscar what going to theiewis all
about? I'll concede that writing about fandom must be concasled
sort of fannish writing, but in my experience it only rgr@thieves
distinction.

With fan politics we come closer to the nitty-gritBithough fan
politics are as much a spin-off of fandom as con repotb, cl
meetings, and award ceremonies, at least when we cosvalt@ting
the politics of fandom, a critical faculty is involved.€Tteader’s teeth
encounter a little resistance as they sink into opinionsdmadg. This
is a distinct improvement over the simple list of evéhas usually
makes up a con report. Admittedly, it's easy for fan miiitig to go
for cheap effects — rubbishing easy targets, for exarBpfewith
greater thought behind the writing, the opportunities for agned
writing grow. It's clearly possible to do better, though.

One of the highest expressions of fanwriting, in my opin®ithat
which vividly portrays another fan, or group of fans. ftti®nough to
recount a list of dry facts in such writing. The choicenafdent, the
recreation of a dialog, the insights into motive, thmal$ observations
of another person’s habits all call for supreme ski#l inriter if the
piece is to come alive. Done well, the study of the fftnmenagerie
is not only entertaining but enlightening. We probably gadnem
understanding of fandom from a portrait of a Bob Shaw oy earl
Futurians than we would ever get from a recital of wefras they
published, or what years they belonged to FAPA. Of course,asy
other writing, there should be a point to the exercise aNttings
fans do are interesting. Not all fans are interesting.\iriter’s job is
to winnow through the chaff and find the needle. If he is shyeg,
there is his point.

Writing about yourself is not really too different. Toomgdans
writing about themselves ramble. They tell you their dalytine and
how they feel that moment as they sit at the keyboard. [Ehggu
know what they've been reading, who they've seen, where they've
been, and their plans for next week. But that's not faimgrithat's
Facebook. You should look at yourself as another person, semeo
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who has done something of genuine interest, and waste @otim
saying whatever comes into your mind. When writing about etfurs
you should be handled no different from any other subject. Diter
your point, chose the best way to drive it home, and thké the
rest. It is rarely done right, in my opinion. But wheisjtvery little
fannish writing can top it!

But are the criteria that make the best fanwriting #mesas those
that make any other writing superior? Pretty much, | suspset no
way that fanwriting can be judged any other way. What magdioe
word “fannish” could make below-average fanwriting into amghi
but what it is?

If good fanwriting is neither more nor less than plain godting,
we’re led to an interesting question. Is there any such #srgpod
fanwriting? When we speak of it, are we only using a giffename
for the same thing — like calling a gem a jewel? Mdsts would
certainly not deny good writing is good writing, but who wogidso
far as to say that an essay by Tom Wolfe or GeorgelDpublished
in Banana Wings is fannish? Or that an item by Bob Lichtman or
Claire Brialey belongs in Harpers? There is some diffeg, I'm sure

of it.

Here it is. Context. Whether or not we write about s@eiution or
fandom, there’s a common heritage to fan writing that ajbed
writing cannot have. It isn't much, really, but it is al¢hen | make
an off-hand reference to a “slanshack”, or “where no magdraes
before”, it's something we all recognize and appreclaten’t have
to spell out what happened, when, where, or justify itsepla our
group awareness -- It is simply part of our common experiande
outlook. We all read the same sub-texts. That's abotliai is
about good writing that makes it fannish.

Unfortunately, before anyone will produce good fanwriting, they
must first learn to write. Nothing will ever make tleaisy. Not
reading “All Our Yesterdays” from cover to cover eighies. Not
memorizing everything in “The Fancyclopedia”. Not even being
voted Best Fanwriter at Corflu will shorten by one fajperh or one
mangled metaphor the long, difficult apprenticeship aflieg to be
a superb fanwriter. Reading as much as you can by your betigrs
help. But only by consciously writing, writing, writing Wifou have
any hope of setting a high standard for others to aim for.

Dovid Levine, First Sclence Fiction

Writer on Moars

David Levine was selected by the Mars SociF. Wheeler,

Ph.D.,

Executive Officer/

ety for a two-week mission at the Mars De-Engineer Laksen Sirimanne, Health & Safety

sert Research Station in the Utah desert

Officer Bianca Nowak, Astronomer Paul

From January 9-23 the Hugo-winningMcCall, and Biologist Diego Urbina.
author served with Crew 88 as a crewman His daily updates to Twitter and Face-
Journalist together with Commander Stephebook reached nearly 2000 readers. He took
over 700 photos and 25 video
clips to use in future outreach and
publicity opportunities.
In one of his first posts after
arriving in Utah Levine admitted

that simply finding the MDRS packs and getting webcams back online.
was a challenge: Some things were simpler to fix than others:
"We did get slightly lost in that "Poking around at the computer there, |
last stretch — we were following stumbled into a deeply-buried settings screen
a vague and extremely sketchywhere all the contrast, brightness, and
map drawn on the back of a cashgamma controls were seriously messed up. A
register receipt by the clerk at thesimple press on the Restore Defaults button
Hollow Mountain — but we were brought the camera back to life. Go me!"
only half an hour behind schedule = Some others in Crew 88 had a sense of
when the white cylinder of the humor, too. Executive Officer/Engineer Lak-
hab, familiar to all of us from sen Sirimanne decided to laugh instead of
photographs even though we’d cry about the food:
never been here before, peeked 0800: Breakfast of instant oatmeal did not
out from behind a rust-colored work out well. It ended up very sticky and |
rock formation." tossed it away although | should have used it
Getting to sleep in a strangeto insulate the water pipes under the Hab.
place wasn' easy either. "The hab 1400: Lunch was Raman instant noodles
is full of strange noises at night and tea. | had two packets which had enough
— whirs and thumps and gurgles Sodium to Terraform most of Mars.
— making sleep difficult, but Being outside in a spacesuit sounded like
eventually | put in earplugs and it was David's favorite activity, although it
got a pretty solid night’'s rest..."  was also one of the most physically demand-
Once the simulation beganing: "The helmet makes it hard to see, the
Levine contributed a lot to solv- backpack makes it hard to balance, and all in
ing the mission’s technological all it's painstaking, tedious, hard work --
problems, working on power stoop labor on Mars. ...l can really see why
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bunch, but so naive in the ways of
Mars."

At home David found audi-
ences wanted to hear about real
science being done on simulated
Mars missions. His lively five-
minute presentation to 600 people
at Ignite Portland is on YouTube.
And the popularity of his 30-
minute talk at Potlatch was af-
firmed at the auction when his
MDRS mission patch and "Mars"
rock sold for $120.

Now that David's simulated
the astronauts iffthe Right Stufflespised the Mars mission is over | bet he can’t wait for
scientists so much." the real thing. And when he goes, we have a

During the second week of the mission ariver all lined up for him. Last July, Ray
snowstorm interrupted the illusion of beingBradbury was at JPL for an event and they let
on Mars. Then a couple days of rising temhim drive the Mars Rover. In honor of this he
peratures turned everything outdoors to mudyas issued the first Martian drivers license.
making it tricky to drive the rovers: "We were

slipping and sliding all over the place and the |_evine Wins Endeavour Award

rovers’ wheels were kicking up great quantipgrjand writer David D. Levine won the
ties of brown and red goo; climbing hills geventh annual Endeavour Award for his
turned into a real trial. | got stuck at one.qection of short stories, "Space Magic,"

point, and Bianca had to take over my rovep piished by Oregon publisher Wheatland , .
to get it out, but then | remembered the firs ress. The Award is accompanied by alt novel or a single-author collection, created

lesson of driving in snow -- Don't Stop, Don'ty,gnorarium of $1,000.00 and an engrave@y a writer living in the Pacific Northwest.
Slow Down -- and from then on | was fine." glass plaque. Levine's book is the first coIIec-A" entries are read and scored by seven read-
They spent the last full day in the halyiyn of stories to win the Award. ers randomly selected from a panel of pre-
cleaning it for the next crew. David humor-  The winner was announced November 2liminary readers. The five highest scoring
ously observed, "Yesterday those were valus; OryCon. The other finalists were books then go to three judges, who are all
able geological samples, but today they're jusiathem” by Seattle, WA, writer Neal Ste- professional writers or editors.
rocks. When Diego asked what he should chenson; "l Met in the Arena" by Dave The judges for the 2009 Award were Joe
with his unneeded samples, | said Throw ‘eNbuncan. who lives in Victoria. BC: "Long Haldeman, John Helfers, and Sarah Zettel.
out the airlock!" | have never before had thGWaIks, ’Last Flights and Othe,r St(;ries" byPyr Books editor Lou Anders presented the
opportunity to say that for real." Ranier, OR, writer Ken Scholes, and np Award.

A three hour meeting completed the handyord Too Near" by Kay Kenyon, of We-
over to Crew 89 on January 23. As a veterafaichee. WA. ’

of two weeks in the temperamental hab,

) 7 The Endeavour Award honors a distin-
David thought: "They seem like a smart

guished science fiction or fantasy book, either

Above right: Endeavour Award Winner David D. Levine. Below left: Finalist Ken Scholes with presenter Lou An-
ders. Below right: Finalists Kay Kenyon and Dave Duncan with Endeavour Award committee member Page Fuller.
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Introduction to New Realms of Fantasy and Science
Fiction (Xin Huan Ji€e), a Chinese SF/F Fanzine
by The Editors of NRFSF

1. Brief history of Chinese SF fanzines Roughly since the mid-1990, China SHNRFSF is a monthly SF/F fanzine. It was
China's Science Fiction had a short boonhas witnessed its second boom evidenced lgreated in April 2009 by a group of SF/F
period during 1978 through 1983, when therghe launch of a new SF professional magafans. In the beginning, other fans were skep-
were no less than four professional SF magaine and the skyrocketing popularity®W tical about how long this new fanzine could
zines on the market. Due to the suddenlBF fandom was growing fast as well. A numdast. Ten months latelNRFSF not only is
changed political environment, only one, thaber of paper-based fanzines were created amdive, but also is growing into the most rec-
is the well-known Science Fiction World circulated to fans all over the country. Someognized fanzine in the SF/F community.
(SFW) published in Sichuan Province, strug+eached the peak circulation of around 2,000. The mission oNRFSFis simple: to pro-
gled to survive and became extremely sucBut none of them kept alive for more thanvide fans with good science fiction and fan-
cessful since late 1990. As far as fanzines atthree years due to various reasons. After thiasy stories as well as non-fictions which are
concerned, to many fans' surprise, it wasillennium, fans found a more convenientnot available in these mainstream SF/F
actually not during that boom period whenplace for communication — Internet. There-magazinesNRFSF, released in PDF format
the first fanzine appeared. In 1987, wherfore it is not a surprise that web-based fanevery month, features short stories, translated
China SF was at its bottom, the first knownzines started to emerge. And to date, in fadtories, reviews, interviews, essays, writer
SF fanzineNebulawas created by a worker nearly all the existing fanzines are webzinesgolumns, and so on. Some unique features of
in a state-owned forestry in Heilongjiangeither in flash or PDF format. Some worth-NRFSFthat stand out among its 10 previous
Province. His name is Yao Haijun, who cur-mentioning ones include the first SF webzindssues:

rently is the editor-in-chief o8FW still the (Sky and Firg the only fanzine dedicated to  First, NRFSF by its title, is a magazine
No.1 SF magazine worldwide in terms ofSF studies and criticE¢lge, and the news- with a mixture of science fiction and fantasy.
circulation. letter-style ezine §F News Unfortunately, We believe in good speculative fictions.

For about 8 years\ebulahas been the none of these fanzines lasted longer than a Second, the stories MRFSFtend to be
only fanzine in China and become the virtualyear. Perhaps the most important reason edult-oriented in comparison with these pro-
linkage among Chinese SF writers, profesthat the number of members in the publishfessional SF magazines. One reason is that
sionals, critics and readers. It was brought ting team has been so small that when the kethese professional SF magazines are aimed at
the Worldcon a few times to demonstrate tgersons lose their enthusiasm and passioohildren and young adult readers as they

the west that we do have quality SF fanzinghe fanzine becomes unsustainable. comprise the largest proportion of market.
in China. When Yao put it an end to it in2. New Realms of Fantasy and Science Another fact is an ezine is less influenced by
1999, it had prouced more than 30 issuebiction keyword filters and censorship than print

over 12 years. New Realms of Fantasy and Science Fictiomagazines or even blogs and discussion fo-
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rums. It gives us more freedom to publish 2010 Prix Aurora Nominees
sr?me hstcr)]rles whlchh.otherW|se may not 9ONominees for Canada’s Prix Aurora Awards have been anndufise winners will be re-
through the censorship. . . vealed at KeyCon 27/Canvention 30 during the May 21-24 weekend.
Third, new writers are being cultivated BEST NOVEL IN ENGLISH
here. As a lmlattfer gf tf)aCNR.FSFh\";‘VS a de- The Amulet of Amon-RAy Leslie Carmichael, CBAY Books
partment solely for debut writers. We want toDruids by Barbara Galler-Smith and Josh Langston, Edge Sdiéciben and Fantasy
give new writers more opportunities to ShOW'Wake Robert J. Sawyer, Penguin Canada
case their Works.ar)d ta}ke off from h.ere. Steel WhisperdHayden Trenholm, Bundoran Press
Fourt.h, non-flcyo.n IS an essential part OfTerra InseguraEdward Willett, DAW Books
the.fart‘z'”e: lei’.”;"?“O” o ”O.rma'l'y regarded * k) | EUR ROMAN EN FRANGAIS (Best Novel In Fren ch)
as Just a Slk exick In pro esTlonEa MAagazines; o nrotocole Reston. Mathieu Fortin, (Coups de téte)
ereSW(re] take it very ,S?”OUS Y. EVEIY ISSU€ Ol »5ye de Koudriss. Michéle Laframboise, Médiaspaul
NRFSFhas ge"‘(s articles, essayﬁi 'mer.v'eWSfSuprématie. Laurent McAllister, (Bragelonne)
oCrh.rewewg.F/For ;]nstance., a mont. Y FeVIeW Ol tour en Arkadie. Francine Pelletier, AIire,
Chinese SF/F short stories on print magazinegjjes ge June 3. Le talisman de Maxandre. Elisabeth TieemiDe Mortagne)
is actually inspired by the monthly review by BEST SHORT-FORM WORK IN ENGLISH
:;icgzo:”ton in Internet Review of Science «pgyng Dreaming of Roses”, Eileen B&pmen of the Apocalypsébsolute Xpress
e - . “Here There Be Monsters” Brad Carsdwmes of Wonde(DAW)
F'.ﬂh’ In ?]d(lj't'on tc; eég/i;lRFSFlplanned d“LittIe Deaths” Ivan Dorin,Tesseracts Thirteen
a ”prljntf ant obogy of > nove egggg and«padio Nowhere” Douglas SmitiGampus Chills
;:a € d ort t?]utTrI]SSIonb in August b - It (‘j‘The World More Full of Weeping” Robert J. Wiersem&jZine Publications
urned out that the su m'SS'O’f‘S were eyor(‘j MEILLEURE NOUVELLE EN FRANGAIS (Best Short-For m In English)
our llexptlefctatlonsh.m terms o ﬁuaﬁt'ty and. ors blancs » Alain Bergeron, (Solaris 171)
quahlt)ll. e\./lfler%/t 'ngbﬁloﬁsd we ’ht e pr}nt « De I'amour dans I'air » Claude Bolduc, (Solaris 172)
anthology will be published In the coming | 5 yie des douze Jésus » Luc Dagenais, (Solaris 172)
summer. . « Billet de faveur » Michéle Laframboise, (Galaxd3
'Lha}nks tlo thle stéc'):rggFand produ%tlve tfeam& Grains de silice » Mario Tessier, (Solaris 170)
work of our lovelyN team members, for | 5 mort aux dés » Elisabeth Vonarburg, (Solaris 171)
ten monthsNRFSFhas published many qual-  gEsT \WORK IN ENGLISH (OTHER)
ity stolrlles by lasplrlng agd esftgb]llshed .aUthoifNomen of the Apocalypséhe Apocalyptic Four) Editor, Absolute Xpress
as well as a largé number orin ormative an Ages of Wondejulie E. Czerneda, & Robert St. Martin, Editors, DA\GbBs
INspiring non-fictions. It has bgen well re- Neo-Opsis Magazin&arl Johanson, Editor
CheNEd by SF_/F'; fans ?nd ]Profeds&orr:gls all ovepy, Spec Magazin®iane Walton, Managing Editor, The Copper Pig WritSrxiety
.t e country. The scale of readership IS growp;q;o Early Warnings: Canada’s Best Science Ficfaobert J. Sawyer, Editor, Robert J.
ing fast. The number of downloads on theSawyer books
official .‘t’rlebs'te 5 no 'iss than 5{200 e i MEILLEUR OUVRAGE EN FRANGAIS (AUTRE) (Best Wor k In French (Other)
Sue, with a peak number more than LU, Critiques. Jérdme-Olivier Allard, (Solaris 169-172)
One story was picked by the editors of theRevue. Joel Champetier, éditeur, Solaris
ﬁearss best SF e;ntrr:ology. Another one byLe jardin du general, Manga. Michele Laframboise, ,Fi¢chfientréal
an Song, one of the greatest contemporargkien, 3 yoir avec la fantasy. Thibaud Sallé, (Solaris 169)

SF writers in China, is now on the preliminar ~p,qni : ) N
; . que «Les Carnets du Futurible». Mario Tessier, (Sd&9-171)
ballot of the Sky Award, a Hugo-like Chinese ~ A pi5TIC ACHIEVEMENT

SF/F award mostly organized by fans.

If you would like to know more about
NRFSF please email xinhuanjie-
blog@gmail.com.

Kari-Ann Anderson, for cover of “Nina Kimberly the Merak®,Dragon Moon Press
Jim Beveridge, “Xenobiology 101: Field TripNleo-opsis#16
Lar de Souza, “Looking for Group” online Comic
Tarol Hunt, “Goblins”. Webcomic
Dan O'Driscoll, Cover of Steel Whispers , Bundoran Press
FAN ACCOMPLISHMENT (Fanzine)
Jeff Boman;The Original Universe
Richard Graeme Camer®CFSAZine
Dale SpeirsOpuntia
Guillaume Voisine, édrins d’Eternité
Felicity Walker,BCSFAzine
FAN ACCOMPLISHMENT (Organization)
Renée Benett, for “In Spaces Between” at Con-Version 25
Robbie Bourget, and René Walling, Chairs of “Anticipatidh& 67th WorldCon
David Hayman, organization Filk Hall of Fame
Roy Miles, work on USS Hudson Bay Executive
Kirstin Morrell, Programming for Con-Version 25
FAN ACCOMPLISHMENT (Other)
Roy Badgerow, Astronomy Lecture at USS Hudson Bay
Ivan Dorin, “Gods Anonymous” (Con-Version 25 radio play)
Judith Hayman and Peggi Warner-Lalonde organization, Fitk @Anticipation
Tom Jeffers and Sue Posteraro, Filk Concert, Anti@pati
Lloyd Penney, Fanwriting
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Loscon XXXVI Report
by John Hertz

Reprinted from Vanamonde 863-865

About 1,100 attended Loscon XXXVI, threw in memory of Bill Rotsler, though were boxes. “For the rest of you,” | said,
our local convention, currently at thewe missed Jerry Pournelle and Tintf'try this only at home.” Then a talk on
L.A. Int’l Airport Marriott Hotel; Author Powers. Then Keith Kato's chili. Then From the Earth to the MoorWWe liked
Guests of Honor Steven Barnes & Tanathe Seattle for Westercon LXV bid the pace and wit. It detailed conceiving
narive Due, Artist GoH Tim Rickard, party. Two a.m. in Operations, Chinesethe project, building, and firing, then
Fan GoH Christian McGuire; Art Show style Mah Jongg going strong. Someonended. | loved Michel Ardan’s superb
sales $6,800 by 47 artists. said “I'm sorry | didn’t say goodbye to four words “I won't come back.”

In the Art Show, building the Rotsleryou, | was talking to the police.” At 2:30 to moderate “There’s a
Award exhibit of the 2009 winner Dan  Saturday morning at 10, to moderat®8imbo on the Cover of My Book,”
Steffan, | had the help of Jan Bender &Blurring the Lines,” Atkins, Laura Laura Brodian, Amy Casil. Brodian,
Gary Echternacht, Robert Jansen, anBrankos, Val Ontell. Atkins said differ- widow of Kelly Freas, said he read all he
Wolfcat. | found Rickard finishing his ent genres have different expectations. illustrated, often several times; yet au-
exhibit and brought him over. Drawingnoted how Frankos’ husband de-thors might not grasp illustration, and he
Brewster Rockisince 2004 he knew not Anglicized his name to Turteltaub for aused to crack “I prefer my authors
our community. “That's professional,” different book. Computers, she saiddead.” Casil with a lapsize computer
he said; “you mean this guy is an amalook at an author’'s name, and order acshowed 200 color images of book and
teur?” Chris Garcia’s Fanzine Loungecording to how many the last book overmagazine covers suitable to the topic.
was full of fanzines, fanart displays, andhat name sold. Ontell noted how theThen Lisa & Harold Harrigan’s 32nd-
fanziners; Espafa Sheriff and Leigh Anr2001 bookSeabiscuitdrew interest out- anniversary party, where pleasant signs
Hildebrand hosted the Fanzine Loungeside the horse genre. explained32 =2 + #and 1 + 2 + &,
by Night on the party floor. | finally Toni Weisskopf took my tour of the Then Espafia Sheriffs Art Show tour.
brought something Hildebrand wouldArt Show. | was glad to see a set ofThen shopping with co-hosts Becky
drink. woodwork spaceships by Johnna Klu-Thomson and Tom Veal for the Prime

On Friday afternoon | moderatedkas. One, dark as the void, gleamed witAime Party at which, every Loscon from
“Women in S-F,” D.M. Atkins, Due, stars. Guessing right | used my magid a.m. Sunday till dawn, we try for good
Shauna Roberts, Sharan Volin. Robertour-leader power to open the ships: thejood, drink, talk.

said publishers think boys Ten a.m. Sunday, to
won’t read about girls but girls moderate “World Domina-
will read about boys. Atkins tion,” Brad Lyau, V.J.

said her 13-year-old son was Waks, she saying everyone
very particular. Due said she had an internal ape that

had a 17-year-old protagonist
who was indecisive, like other
17-year-olds. Volin said some
games let one pick a female or
a male character. A woman in
the audience said she missed
femmes fatalesThen a book
talk on The Man in the High
Castle Bruce Briant in the
audience said “Where's the
science?”; in ch. 7 Betty &
Paul Kasoura take up that very
point. We noted the wealth of
falsities: even Mr. Tagomi has
an empty briefcase.

After Regency Dancing, |

took Sheriff who was off duty Tim Powers, Diana Glyer, Rick Foss and Tony Todaro
awhile to the party Paul Turnerat 2009 Loscon.

made us dominate, he full
of overseas experiences
which, like Lao Tzu, said

maybe nat Then a talk on

Brain Wave We praised its

poetry, in both the small

sense of its choice of
words, and the large sense
of its choice of incident.

We discussed whether its
vignettes, which carried

breadth, left loose ends.
This was a book of pain and
hope. Then cleaning, the
Dead Dog party and an-
other in the Fanzine Lounge
by Night, and eventually

home.
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WexWorlds: a prejudiced report.
by James Bacon, Festival Curator

WexWorld's was the first Sci-Fi and Fan-
tasy Fiction Festival to be held in Wex-
ford, a beautiful small town of 20,000
people situated on the southeast corner of
the island of Ireland. The town is next to
Rosslare, a harbour that serves, Pembroke
and Fishgaurd in Wales, and Cherbourg
and Calais in France. Waterford Airport
has flights directly from Luton, and Dub-
lin is about a two hour drive away to the
north.

The festival was the brain child of
author Eoin Colfer who is widely popular
for his Artemis Fowl series of children’'s
books and as the man who brought us a
sequel to the Hitchhiker's Guide to the
GalaxyAnd Another Thing...

Eoin approached Elizabeth Whyte,
director of The Wexford Arts Centre
about having a festival, and then when he
came to the 2009 Eastercon he saw some
of the potential of a science fiction event
in general, enjoyed meeting and talking
with fans, loved the welcome he received
on stage, and was obviously cheered by it
all. He approached me to come on board
as a curator, with himself as patron an
offer |1 could hardly refuse and which
intrigued me.

Eoin Colfer is a science fiction fan and
reader so the idea of having a science
fiction event in his home town, was wish
fulfilment. It was going to be a tough time
for him, though. He would have com-
pleted a book tour in the UK, USA and
Germany just before the festival.

The festival concept is different from a
convention in many ways. First off, it's
spread across the whole town with activi-
ties and events in a variety of places --
three bookshops, three hoteldyana fide
Art Gallery, two Goth clothing shops, the
town theatre/hall, the town library and the
Wexford Arts Centre.

Secondly, activities are targeted at age
groups, with specific teen and children
events, other items for all ages, and items
for adults. Over the course of the weekend
a variety of activities take place, such as
talks and readings, science experiments,
comic art workshops, an exhibition on the
process of writing for a comic, fun and
active participatory activities for younger

Right: Filip Naum’s photos of
two kids’ events at Wexworlds.
© Filip Naum 2009.

children, discussions about fantastic
literature, a selection of competitions
and a cabaret.

Thirdly it's funded by commercial
sponsors, several national and local
government bodies, and the Wexford
Arts Centre itself.

In addition to Eoin Colfer, we had
Cirque Du Freak author Darren Shan,
Herbie Brennan author of the Faerie
Wars, Paul J Holden, artist for
2000AD's Judge Dredd comic and the
upcoming Garth Ennis written Happy
Valley. Nick Roche, comic artist for
Transformers, Oisin McGann, author of
Small-Minded Giants and Strangled
Silence Sarah Rees Brennan, author of
The Demon’s LexicorMichael Carroll,
2000AD comic writer and author of the
The New Heroes series, and Robert
Curley, writer on Freakshow comic and
comic book publisher for Atomic Diner.
Quite a varied and eclectic bunch, and
let's be honest, quite a superb assort-
ment.

The arts centre is in the old Corn
Exchange building, and has been refur-
bished to high standards, so now there is
a Cafe, a theatre for 110 people, which
with the flick of a switch, can smoothly
and automatically become an open space
for 200, two art galleries, which both
had exhibition by Vera Klute, who is an
emerging young artists and offices.

Vera Clute is quite the inspired artist,
with a variety of installations, mixed
media and artwork, which was very
science fictional, that fit in with the
whole theme of the weekend; she came
along to give a docent tour of the gal-
lery. (Note the stolen term)

With the weekend upon us, Ireland
took it upon itself to deftly sink in parts;
the phrase ‘grand soft day' was rapidly
replaced with 'Jesus Mary, Mother of
God.' The weather was atrocious, 12
inches of rain in a day. One guest was
trapped and another feared his house
would drown.

Yet this did not deter, and with na-
tional and local press interested in the
whole affair, | was pleased to hear Eoin
say on during a live radio interview on
Thursday that Rick Deckard was his
favourite science fiction character.

The festival had a good start on Fri-
day despite the heavy rain, and the first
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event was Eoin giving a talk
to school children in Dun
Mhuire, a classic theatre hall
on the main street. Schools
from all over the county
were bussing in children,
and by 11 a.m., there were
644 children in this hall. It
was an awesome sight, espe-
cially if you get them cheer-
ing and booing, as | did in
my introduction to Eoin.
Eoin then had them laughing
and screaming as he gave a
reading and told stories,
mostly of his childhood, or
about the hilarious conse-
quences of the language
differences between Ireland
and the United States of
America. As the children
left there was no shortage of
happy faces, although this
may be because they had all
missed about four hours of
school, and hopefully Irish
class at that.

Oisin McGann gave a
Library talk which was ex-
cellent, he is very person-
able with kids, but the best
bit was at the end. The li-
brary was one of the venues

where we had free comics;
so the kids went into a bit of
a frenzy at the end, taking

Eoin Colfer with a few hundred friends at Wexworlds Library Talk.

comics. An example of

You just cannot beat
duct tape, plastic piping
and foam, for shutting
children up, yes the light
sabre shenanigans was
very popular. Especially
exciting was the more
violent football jersey
wearing kid who decided
he was going to single
handedly murder every-
one, | was impressed
with his energy, so took
him on myself, and en-
joyed teaching him rub-
bish moves, that made
perfect sense to both of
us.

The library continued
to be a good focus of
activity, Sarah Rees
Brennan is an awesome
girl, so delightful, and
she is also very with it,
her reading went well,
paranormal romance is
very popular, although it
is a rebranding of a sub
genre of Horror that has
always been around.
More serious discussions
about whether comics are
just for boys seemed to
spark a lot of interest.

Darren Shan turned up
in ample time for his
signing and he had a

Eoin's conscientiousness is that given the Eoin and Andrew had produced, free ofnonstrous queue, he was excellent, from
weather, he had said if Oisin had any probeharge, for all present an eight page comictlephant and Castle in London and now liv-
lems, he would step in and do the readingentitied The Last Crusade through Water anding in Limerick, Ireland. It was nice to chat

The man has a can do — will do — conrunneFire. A mix of legend and mythology as well with someone who knows where Croydon is.
approach at times, which endears him no endas a beautiful twist in time. The comic wasHe is beyond nice, and was especially good

That evening we were back in the Artsdrawn by Giovanni Rigano, so essentially thewith his younger fans and when he signed he
Centre, the mothership as we had started tartemis Fowl team did a free comic, and itwrote out individual long inscriptions, tai-
call it, and Chairman of the Borough Council,was produced to the highest of standarddored to the reader -- awesome. He looks like
Anna Fenlon opened the festival, with quite a'his was given away to all at this event.an indie rock star, which might DJ of an eve-
few councillors and TD's (MP’s) in atten- Meanwhile, across the town in a hotelning, in a hoodie top, a stylish jacket and with
dance. Eoin spoke well and the large pillaiSarah Rees Brennan did a superb job leadiraurly hair and a real cheeky smile. His queue
room gallery was full. the discussion on Paranormal Romancewas becalmed with tense excitement.

Then Dr Emma J. King gave a LiquidEoin’s talk was followed by a cosplay teen By Saturday Dr Emma had a Wexford fan
Nitrogen talk upstairs in the theatre and maddisco which was more cosplay, live Gig, withclub. Her talk about the science in Eoin’s
instant ice cream, a full house again, andeen band Discord. This is something that wéook, "And Another Thing", was well at-
hugely popular. Lots of cheering and exciteneed to change for next year, having band(¢ended. Children took every opportunity to
ment as the experiments took place, thés great, much more real. The tech set up irun down to the stage to stare at her more
smashing of a frozen apple with a hammethe arts centre was amazing, beyond anythingjosely. They were fascinated as she spoke
being especially popular. | have worked with before -- 30 minutes to goabout Dark Matter, planet-forming and many

This was followed by Eoin and Andrewfrom discussion set-up to full band rig, in-aspects divined from the Hitchhiker book.
Donkin's amazing talk about the mechanics ofluding monitors and everything. They haveThis was something that really impressed me.
comics. They have produced two Artemisthe equipment in situ with an excellent techDr Emma is able to keep a whole audience
Fowl adaptations, and they sell very well.team. It was very easy. entertained, she is very personable, while her
Andrew had a whole presentation going into Saturday, Day Two, began with a stroncgnowledge enthusiasm and also the good
the details of the creation of Artemis Fowlsun bitterly shinning down coldly on a dampslides and use of the actual book made this a
comics, and both men know their work, tak-Wexford. Nearby Enniscorthy was now im-very entertaining talk. She worked closely
ing time to explain the process and answepassable. Undeterred the young Jedi of Wexwith Eoin Colfer on this, quizzing him and
many questions. ford were. going into detail on his scientific useage, in
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the  book. Education by  stealth.

Meanwhile, | was unsure how a comic
workshop would work out, but it filled to
capacity (24 youths) and they made very
good use of all the materials we brought
along. Is it natural that kids will attempt to up
their game, when provided with professional
equipment?

The big show of the day was Darren Shan
and Eoin Colfer in conversation. This was
Darren’s idea, he thought they could entertain
by having a more informal conversation, and
he was dead right. They had the audience in
stitches of laughter, and he was very insight-
ful about his questions. They both read some,
and it was a great 'discussion' -- the two of
them are very funny, Eoin has the ability of a
stand-up comedian, and paired with Darren it
was great laugh-out-loud humor. Afterwards
they signed and signed and signed for long

never-ending queues of fans. All types of
books were signed, it was pretty awesome:

Zombies on the loose at Wexworlds. (Pp.28, 29 ©Filip Naum 2009.)

Later, Eoin gave a talk aboihd Another

Thing He read part of it and then went intoentertainment evening at the arts centre; firdaugh with a short reading from her, book,
many details about the book and how it actueff we had the hostess Helena Mulkhernand then a reading by Oran Ryan, one that
ally came about, how he wrote it and how hédooking French and signing Duke Ellington was full of metaphor and insight, followed by
felt about it. Then came a stream of questionsand Edith Piaf. Then we had a belly dancesome really great poetry readings (yes, | said
Interestingly the attitude of fans prior to pub-with a sword, Alexandra Drafilova from the that) by Patrick Chapman, | especially
lication was talked about — and it was not &helashi Dancers, it was, well, we had to stopiked "Darwin's Vampire," "Saint Drac-
good aspect. Eoin told of how he was justnen and women running to the stage to bela" (which had everyone pissing themselves

going to turn off the internet, as groups offascinated. laughing) and his reading of his title poem,
people who ‘hate Eoin Colfer seemed to Local musician, on the acoustic guitarfrom his bookA Shopping Mall on Marsvas
spring up. But he explains: Paul Creane was next, with Seamus, orery science fictional.

“l was on Face book, and along the sidenouth organ and occasional guitar accompa- But then, there was something really rare
there’s a bar inviting you to join this and that.niment. Sarah Rees Brennan made everyorand delightful. Eoin Colfer had said a few

| ignore them, but one day a bar came up:
‘The Stop Eoin Colfer Writing Hitchhiker’s
Society'. It's random. It must have gone out
to millions of people.

“l joined, and it turned out to be the best
thing | could have done. | decided to post
messages saying, you know what - Yes,
Eoin Colfer is an arsehole. I've known him
for many years and | don't like him" and
‘Eoin Colfer spent an entire summer with a
Bay City Rollers scarf around his wrist’ and
‘Eoin Colfer buys jeans online . . . in the
teenager section’

‘| decided: that is the attitude to have, to
have a sense of humour.’

He said this was very therapeutic and also
that his wife was a strong support.

This was interesting and | pondered how
shameful some Hitchhiker fans were, in their
unnecessary vitriol, and how at the end of
the day, it's a regular bloke who they are
being nasty about, from the comfort of their
armchair. 1 have always felt it wrong to
judge a book before it is published and that
the customer can decide to not buy a prod-
uct, but abuse and pure spite is just wrong. It
was a good talk though; again some insight-
ful questions came from the audience.

That evening, then came the cabaret.
Caca Millis Cabaret is a regular light

Dr. Emma works her frozen magic.

times during the day that he would be read-
ing something that he had never read out
loud before, something that most people did
not even know about, something that he
could never read to kids.

And so, he appeared on stage, with a
book of crime stories, set deeply hidden
away in dark pages about Dublin, he read a
story he had written. This was not the Eoin
Colfer we know. This was a different dark,
Irvine Welsh sort of author, writing about
track-suited gueriers, a crime boss, and
inner city life, but with a streak of black
humour that was impressive. There was a
Batman reference in the story which drove
the gathered crowd, who had been guffaw-
ing and laughing, to cheering and it was
very good, violent, dark, and full of vulgar-
ity and abuse and dublinisms.

The weekend was made.

More music, Jacques Brel's "The Port of
Amsterdam,” and some amazing footage by
a local teenager Chris O'Neil who was on
stage, and due to the baying of the crowd,
was forced to endure an encore and replay-
ing.
Then, as things wound up, we had a hu-
morous clip, and it went dark and quiet, and
then we saw a man in an attic, scurrying
nearly, being pursued, and a real hush befall
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3,000 people, is doubt- of mile marker that | am convinced should be
ful, but 1,500 to 2,000, rewarded, if not with shoes, at least with a
quite easily. The format very large piece of chocolate moJsk].”
allows people to pop in Wouldn't J.K. Rowling have called Inter-
specifically and enjoy pol, MI5, the Ticktockman or somebody?
something, without com-

mitting to a whole week- Bradbury Featured

end, while those who . s
encamped were able to at Bleeding Edge Sl,gmng
get to everything. Ray Bradpury and.other contrlbutors to the
The relaxed and gen- The Bleeding Edgsigned copies of the book
ial atmosphere, and no- at the Mystery and Imagination Bookstore in
Glendale, CA on February 20.
event in Ireland also John King Tarpinian was there: “Very
came across well to Nice event. The only ones missing in action
those who had travelled Were Richard and R.C. Matheson due to their
from afar. A family from having forgotten that it was Richard’s birth-
Austin Texas become 92y when they committed to at-
i local celebrities. as it tend. Darn. We hope that he will be making
Seated: Ray Bradbury, Norman Corwin, George . ' c-ed that they it to the Charles Beaumont documentary
Clayton Johnson. Standing: Cody Goodfellow, John -+ - cied to Ireland. Premiere next month. Everybody else listed
Tomerlin, Lisa Morton, Earl Hamner Jr., John (.. ona reason. to be ét on the flyer was in attendance plus John
Shirley, William J. Nolan. that festival. Aé the fa. Shirley came down from the Bay Area.”

ther explained, where . .

the venue, and we saw Rick Deckard slip andlse would you meet so many amazing au- Ray Bradbury Week is Coming
fall, and grip to a girder for dear life, and asthors. He was joined in this sentiment, byThe City of Los Angeles will celebrate Ray
Roy Batty saved his live a real tingle ranfans from the UK, all over Ireland, notably Bradbury Week beginning August 22, his
through the audience, and then, we alDonegal, and Europe despite the weather. 90th birthday.

watched, and some even cried, as we Overall, it was a good weekend, | was Steven Paul Leiva started pushing the
watched what must be the best science figpleased, thankfully, at how well everythingidea July when his essay “Searching for Ray
tional movie moment of all time. went, and was happy at how well the variou®8radbury” was posted on the LATimes’

No humour, no postmodern ironic bull, nopanels, discussions and activities were reHero Complex blog. An advisor to LA City
laughs, just the words as they were meant tceived. Council President Eric Garcetti has agreed
be seen. Not much could follow that, really, Eoin and Eliz have already started workwith his suggestion to pass a resolution dedi-
and the night shortly drew to a close. on next year, and | would hope you all putcating the week to Ray.

Sunday continued apace, and again, tHdovember 26-28 into your diaries and con- Leiva’s celebration is gathering momen-
Zombie Morning was filled, as was the wordsider making it over for the second festival. Itum, with the LA Public Library and the
games session and the discussion alider  will be once again, The Curator. Writers Guild considering how they will
Vendettaand Watchmen Film director John [[A much short version of this report was participate. And the newspapers and TV
Vaughan gave a run through of the originapublished in Mostly Harmless the Hitch stations will be getting involved too.

Thing, and this was very good, he would fasHiker Guide to The Galaxy Appreciation

stress attitude of an

forward through boring bits, highlight hilar- Society newsletter. ]] Star Man

ity or bri!liance, and giye all present a new Ray Bradbury, who was awarded a star on

perspective on the movie. o . the Hollywood Walk of Fame in 2002, like
Eoin again was involved in discussions Timing all the other honorees has been getting extra

about turing books, into visual imagery, rierce media attention to the security measattention lately because the Los Angeles
whether it is comics, or illustrations accom-yres that kept each new Harry Potter booRimesis creating a database of features about

panying a book, or the covers. locked away until the moment sales officiallythem. Apart from adding Ray's photo, his
All the authors attended a relaxed coffe@egan |eft me thinking the release date mustntry is still generic but it should be one of
meet and greet in one of the book shopsygimportant. the easiest to research.

where people just walked up and talked Then | read Gail Carriger say that Bradbury's star is at 6644 Hollywood
about their work, in a very informal and cpangeless sequel to Crompton Crook Boulevard, which is on the south side of the
chilled way. It was no surprise that the booky,omineesoullesswas already popping up in street in front of Larry Edmunds Bookshop.

shops had stacks #ind Another Thingand  p,okstores before the official release like an  Bradbury received his star in a ceremony

even those that did not sell, were requeste, patient Spring bloom. attended by Mayor James Hahn of Los An-
to be signed. Eoin is definitely a prophet in - “\yhether it's a few days or weeks early —geles, Johnny Grant (the "honorary Mayor of
his own land. Amazon says her book was due to be reHollywood"), Charlton Heston and other

Overall, the weekend went very well. Ajgased March 30, Orbit's catalog said Aprildignitaries. It was the kickoff event for "One
departure from conventions, yet with many;g __ carriger sounded positively cheerfulBook, One City LA built around
good similarities. With the majority of the 51,0t a photo showing copies already on salBradbury'sFahrenheit 451
items free of charge it's hard to work outya|| in advance of both dates: “Blake
how many people in total attended. Eoin'nanned this shot Ghangeless on shelves
first item alone had 644 children at it, and apparently) now! Look, Gentle Reader, |
when we added all the ticket sales and fu!t)ractically have a whole shelf to myself. This
houses, it's over 3,000 seats, whether thatls yery exciting for an author and some sort
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Hertz’ On My Sleeve Zine
Helps TAFF, DUFF Theme Songs

A collection of John Hertz' fanwritingDOn

My Sleeveis available for a donation of @By Mike Glyer: Reading about the death of Vic Mizzy, composefte Addams Family’slay-
least US$5 or equivalent to TAFF (the Trarfel, finger-snapping theme made me remember many other 1960w mMé songs. As they began
Atlantic Fan Fund) or DUFF (the Down Urfo replay in my mind there seemed no end. Of course, | speet moars watching television
der Fan Fund). during that decade than in any other.

Donate in local money payable to the Fund Probabilities aside, | wonder if theme songs wereerioportant to marketing a series in the
Administrator; ask that JH be notified, wht960s than later in the history of television. It wasn't jhst successful shows like thMunsters
will then mail the zine. or TheAddams Familyr that had unforgettable songs. There were plentiyaf's whose catchy

For TAFF: Steve Green, 33 Scott Rd, Sdltemes have outlasted all the other memories.
hull B92 7LQ, England, U.K.; Chris Garcia, | loved Richard Rogers main theme Tdre Great Adventurea short-lived American history
962 W. Weddell Dr. #15, Sunnyvale, CAnthology series that aired in the fall of 1963. And | can Istith the theme from the otherwise
94089, U.S.A. forgettable astronauts-meet-cavemen sdtiesAbout Time(“It's about time, it's about space,

For DUFF: Emma Hawkes, 9/36 Cape $Qout two men in the strangest place It's about timealittsut space, About two men in the
Osborne Park, WA 6017, Australia; Sue ®rangest place.”)

Steve Francis, P.O. Box 58009, Louisville, This represented a transac-

KY 40268, U.S.A. tion from 1950s series which
often chose public domain
classics, asAlfred Hitchcock

Ackerman Tributes Among Presentsysed “Funeral March
Rondo Nominees of a Marionette.

Online voting has begun for the 8th Annug;(czgigens Wiiﬁ;h n;imcggglr(;
Rondo Hatton Classic Horror Awards. ancini's ,theme for Peter

Nominees for Best Article of 2009 inclch(\élunn The Rawhide theme
two tributes to the late ForrestJAckerman.that so engraved itself in a
Steve Vertlieb’s “The Most ‘Famous Mo jeneration’s memory that it
ster’ of Them All” originally appeared on h:-g/as an obvious subject of a
own Thunder Childsite and was recent%ke in the movieBlues Broth-
added to the newly-relaunchéamous Mon-erS being the only country-
sterswebsite.

Daniel Kirk's “How | Met the Man Behin heeslt)(;}zgsttjor}:ea:h&yvl\(lﬂz\;\g Af“rre]:d
Famous Monsters of Filmland” reminisceYsou,,Were fodder for endless
about the day Ackerman’s 1963 cross-coun%d' Magazine parodies
tour stopped at his house in Columbus, Ort'lgroving what a small world .it
His article ran irScary Monsterg70. is. whenCar 54 ended and its
Up for Best Book of 2009 is Bill Warren’R,\’lO leads went their separate
Keep Watching the Skies, American SCieWa%/s Fred Gwynn ended up
Fiction Movies of the 1950s, the 21st Centlg Tf’1e Munstersand Joe E
Edition, t.he.revised and expanded edition 8bss onit's About Tima )
the classic film study. . . We know that in the early
Any fan can vote. Send an e-mail conta s of television some deci-

ing your name and your picks to Davi ons were made in the hope-
Colton (taraco at aol.com) by April 3. ful expectation that a show

would go on for years, like

some popular radio programs had. Originally, when networkeled a prime-time show they
ordered a full season’s worth of shows, a 39-episode runsfdws that bombed died a lingering
death.

TV science fiction commonly had themes that wereempowerful than the scripts. | still en-
joy hearing the opening music fohe Time Tunnddut I'll never need to see another re-run.

The instrumental opening bbst in Spacea tune far superior to the silly stories, is one ef th
most science-fictional-sounding themes of any show frongéinee. Its music had the cadence of
a navigational instrument desperately pinging for tratekeofamiliar, and the repeating cycles
dramatized the unfulfilled search for home.

Ironically, whileStar Trekwas a much better-written show, if that Alexander Couthgme
hadn't been playing while a starship zoomed past the credlifsl Whave though of it as science
fiction music? | doubt it. Such a shrill and breezy tune sounétedtie excited humming of a
classroom of high school girls preparing for to a formalcdafeaturing Xavier Cugat and his
orchestra.

Since the Sixties there seem to have been far fEwénemes that have remained a vivid part
of the popular culture. Nearly everybody can sihg Brady Bunch Thenseng. (Well, | can't. |
alone remain pure...)
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PORT SODERICK STATION
By JAMES BACON

Douglas, was extended to Port
Soderick. At the terminus high
upon the northern cliffs overlooking
the bay, there was a Chair Lift,
described as an inclined railway but
which seems to have been a proper
funicular railway with very nice
enclosed carriages, which was put
in place in 1898, one of four Cliff
railways on the island. The DHMD
Tramway closed during WW1 and
ceased operation during WW2 and
was dismantled in 1948. The route
was turned into a roadway.

Initially Port Soderick IMR
station had simple shelters, which
with the popularity of the resort, led
to the construction of the station
building.

So the Station was built. The
lower floor has a Ticket and
Stations Masters Office, then a
Waiting Room that had two open
fireplaces and a Kitchen for staff.
The second floor was
accommodation of the Station
Master, four ample rooms.

The proportions are fine and
now there is a mezzanine in the
waiting room, giving an idea of the
amount of space in the building.
The Ticket Office is now a very
large study, the station masters flat
are the bedrooms and bathrooms

James Bacon enjoying his footplate time on the Christmas train.

and the Kitchen is the Kitchen. It's
a nice large open country style

Kitchen, although with all very

My good friends Dr. Emma J. King and Jon Ely moved to theolsle modern amenities and very beautifully done, with an Aga tuksl

Man a few years ago. They were escaping the greabpodis of
London, not so much tired of London, they are still frequeritovss

but tired of London life, which can be at a pace that isrgivimg

and unpleasant. It's easy to get caught in the machimestsaw, they
slipped out of the way of the cogs.

They bought a house, sensibly, but it also happens perbaps
every school boys dream, as it was once a fine Victdrailway
station on the Southern Line. Port Soderick Station is dpige for
an intermediate stop and is a fine impressive buildingabés like a
busy and important station.

It came about because there is a Manx National &lgacent,
leading by a beautiful mile walk to a very nice bay and begkh.

like it could be easily converted into a Mark V landégivan.

The amazing aspect of this station house is thabtheay is still
operating, but of course, it gets better, it's the IdléMlan Steam
Railway, (IMR) with steam ftrains running on three-foot oarr
gauge.

There is a passing loop built at the station and in 20®2tation
was improved and a platform was built for this loop, ls® thouses
balustrade is flush with the line, and at the end of thisdas well as
opposite are platforms. There are very nice wooden sheltethe
Platform and there is a workman's hut at the Douglas afnithe
station, it's all quite wonderful, and this is where lsvaaying for a
weekend.

railway station opened in 1874 as this was once a hugely popula | wake to the sound of my alarm going off, anil @eer, we had

tourist spot, with a Hotel, Bar, eateries and amusesriaging the
bay, attractions included, Milking on the beach, smuggleves;aa

been playing a variety of games the night beforehand, whese
great fun, but fruit cider in 750ml bottles that slides dovatlyeasy,

mystery about an Island,camera obscuraas well as jaunts into the and getting up do not mix well.

sea from a jetty.
As well as being served by the Isle of Man RailwdR), the
Douglas Head Marine Drive Tramway, that ran along thetcd@m

I rolled over, and fell back asleep, but the IMRtssown alarm
clock, and at about ten past ten, there was the tootingisfles, and
I managed to get up throw some clothes on and open thénsuxa
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see a beautiful red engine bringing il
rake of carriages. The noise, clack
clacking the steam, the smoke,
amazing way to enter the day.

The train is being banked up frc
Douglas as far as Port Soderick a 1-ir
incline, and these are special trains, ¢
running as far as Santon, as they
Christmas Santa Specials. Port Sode
is being used as a passing loop as we
an uncoupling point.

Banking means that they put a sec
engine at the rear, to push, this is a fc
of insurance, if the lead engine fails,
means a rescue is at hand, otherwis
becomes very easy and not convolu
which given the nature of the passeng
is undesirable. Also the weather me
that there is a risk of Low Rail Hei -
Adhesion which means the trains whe,
can experience wheel slip, and I
traction, a second engine keeping Cﬂfﬂf'MMO.{s
consist in motion helps avoid that. e

So there | was looking down from the
room | slept in, at men uncoupling a steam train. It doegetomuch
better. The Light engine travels back up the line to Dayglad then
the rest of the train moves on to Santon. For signagiimposes, the
driver is handed a Baton, a long metal stick that is a ghlysoken
that means he has the section. There is a signal ahtita@ee of the
station, a home signal, this indicates entry is allowed.

I come down and potter about, | know the trains go omabe, or
so they are meant to, from Douglas, and with this ahing 12
minutes to get to Port Soderick, | reckon | can shower and ha
coffee and then go out and see the next arrival. This istti®n
house, so there is no where closer to be. From the Kitchamthukt
looks south west, one has a view of the line to Santomat 8bout ten
past | head out. The two railway men who have been wattirigeir
van, have been joined by two enthusiasts, and two passeames
arrive, the banking engine uncouples, reverses out of thenstatid
pulls back into the loop and couple to the engine from 8astonow
we have a double header.

This involves six moves.

Santon Train, into Station. Douglas Train intoistaloop. Banking
Engine uncoupled, out of station.

Points changed both ends, and these are hand pointsittow
wonderful large metal wheel, like that on a sailing shipese
controlled the signals, to allow trains into the stagio

Then the banking train runs back into the loop, coufiethe
Douglas train and then both trains move off. Then the reset the
points so that trains from Douglas are coming in on tkee lin

Then the actual points, which are hand points amsvthrand the
railway men pass over the tokens if needs be betweegrglriand the
trains are given the ‘OFF and proceed. Communicatiatis 8anton
and Douglas are then made, using the hand held radionansl
professional railway radio protocols.

| stop and say hello to the men, and briefly chatention | am a
driver, and it turns out one of the enthusiasts is an erfirftom
IMR, thirty four years a driver, while the other enthusiaas been
visiting the isle of man for fifty years, having firgsied at the age of
four, and hailing from Keighthly in Yorkshire. | go in andeind to
make some coffee, and get some paper; | come and offex tea or
coffee. | sit on the balustrade and we all chat ane laawarm drink.
Talk is about railway issues, which whether it is an Etlihg at 100

Emma then came out and offered us
tea and coffee and was pleased to see

we were already looked after. Soon
enough time is passing at the Railway
men need to go to their positions. And
again the movements occurred.

Dave and Dave are the names of the
‘Per Way' men, meaning Permanent
Way. We call them P-way in London,
and in some places they are known as
Line Men. They work the tracks,
maintain and build, and know the line
. very well. They have an unusual task
e this weekend, but enjoy it, and are
friendly.

There is quite a lot going on in this
station, a lot of movements. Not to be
=z underestimated, it must all go according
to plan each time, a simple mistake a
. point miss thrown, or an error and a
., derailment could occur. These men are
professionals of the highest order, as
important as the Driver or Guard, who
rely on these men that everything is
bang on, right down to a tightened nut.

The Isle of Man is definitely a railway haven.

In Douglas on Friday we went in and had some tea dfekedo
the Railway station restaurant. The existing building is Iltlest
vegetarian eatery on the island, but the building and antési still
very much the same, as photos show. There are modelsiafisva
trains on track running above the picture rail and it's a warg dark
wooded and relaxed place. Outside, there is work going dimeAgnd
of the station there is the engine and carriage sheds)dev down the
deserted platform and take some photos of some shuntirgnmeats.

The Isle of Man is a haven for the enthusiastaif From the
Station, it is a short walk along the quay to the fegryninal, where in
the summer there are the Douglas Bay Horse Drawn Trahese
trams run along the seafront to Derby Castle which esthks terminus
for the Manx Electric Railway (MER), which are Tranmatt run off
Over head electricity. There is a level of commuamnectivity about
the Isle of Man that is mildly boggling. It really is Wwebnnected. At
Derby Castle, there is the DBHT depot, it's closed up, imw outside
at the MER terminus, there is a massive and very okirlgamobile
crane and a tram.

Emma suggests that we go to Laxey, | had hoped ttodeort
Erin, as that is the terminus for the line that goes oy Saerick, and
I know there is a bookshop there. Emma is rather like mysedf with
a glint in her eye, she explains she reckons we can do botlaJsand
that the engineering of the Laxey wheel is well worth sedildg.
travel in a Subaru Forrester, which is not a Truck, but avithra little
higher clearance, and in 4x4 mode, an ability that is equalatoy
larger Chelsea tractors. | like this type of vehielad would be torn
between an Audi A6 All Road and the Volvo XC70 Cross Country.

We reckon we can do both towns.

Laxey used to have mines, and these were pumped outskivena
water driven wheel, known as the Laxey Wheel, quite anestiag
feat of engineering. Liam Proven had mentioned in Londan the
Miners Tavern, in Laxey, which was at a point where rmitways, the
Manx Electric Railway and the Snaefell Mountain Railwaljch are
on different gauges, Snaefell is on 3’ 6", meet, and tiseaeYard for
Trams and a shed, and much switching gear, all in frottheoPPub.
There is even a siding towards the pub, identified as such.

The road to Laxey, from Douglas, passes by Derlsfl€®epot,

mph or a Steam Engine going at 30 mph, seem to have mamyorom for the MER, and the road then runs next to the Railwegslinearly

factors.

all the way there. So that's pretty cool as we sedathef the land as
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adventure about the drive, as we cut across the island, tlwer
mountains, along single lane roads, and curves and bends that

one would do on board an MER service. The trains are nangiah
this time of year.

On the way to Laxey, we pass the turn for theu@dte Glen
Railway, another narrow gauge operation, with a 2' gaudkjnst

disappear into an murky darkness. It's great fun. The wipegs
flying and the full beams and spot lights on, it's all 9te get to Port

working order, although in the lashings of rain, and torrenti&rin in no time, and easily find the bookshop which is spén. We

weather, it is also wisely closed at this time ofry@dis railway was
purely to cater for tourists travelling from the MER dothe glen
half a mile, where there was also a Zoo. It opened896, and
despite closing for both wars, there was a hiatus betd886 and
1981, when supporters of the IMR then decided to restoreilivaya
which had virtually been lost, even the engines were in digpparts

of the UK and most of the buildings knocked down. Now they lsaveisland, is closed and in darkness.

beautiful station terminus and Swiss style canopy at LheanC
where there is also an engine shed. The original stegmee Sea

Lion is still running, and is joined by a number of diesels and

battery electric locomotive replica, of one that wasdusethe inter
war years, unsuccessfully.

Soon we are in Laxey, and driving up some serous,rtasards
the wheel, and winding into a deserted car park to lbttkeamassive
engineering achievement that is the Lady Isabella. duige huge,
very beautiful, but the stiles are locked, and although onel easlily
step over them, we just take it in, the weather is @ enetrating
drizzly rain, that higher up the mountains looks like a thicig
mist, so there mountain tops are obscured, but thislideet. It
really is very fantastic.

The whole mining complex was powered by water;ithis water

browse around, and fail to find any new purchases, but it's a

pleasantly small and well stocked bookshop, and the ladyydusy
calling customers, fulfilling orders and desires. We a#@ in the
Station, which is open to the elements, and also to wes.CHmopy
giving a momentary respite from the continuous drizzlely datmg
long engine shed, now a Museum, dedicated to the railwagseof

locomotive from the Ramsey Pier Tramway, and manynesgivhich
have stopped working, but are so worth seeing, in immadolate

Back to the warmth of Port Soderick then, to b&rooted by a
rib roast of beef, roast potatoes cooked in goose ridt great
company for a relaxing evening that lasts into the nightt Erin, a
place to visit again, we reckon.

Saturday afternoon, is spent popping out, chatting with Dade a
Dave the Per-way men, and taking photos. Dave suggestsniagre

be a chance to look around the carriage and engine shedsslas |
about the Irish diesel railcars that were once used by thmtZo

Donegal Railways Committee. These railcars, built intbnil1951,

were sold on in 1961, and coupled back to back, as there was

insufficient ability to turn them, and ran well. An attenptrestore

wheel that in turn pumped out the mines, but with an abundancetloém in the Eighties and Nineties, led to an issue about &nadinc

free and fast flowing water, the Victorian engineersgdentull use of
the asset.

There is a second smaller water wheel down neaowe in the
area that was once the Washing Floors, of the mine til@sSnaefell
Wheel, has travelled around a variety of places in the &g, it's
now been fully restored, after pieces of it were found farm yard.
This wheel is in the Laxey Glen Gardens, which includesviehing
floors, but we can spy the top of it, it is somewhat Emnalhere is
also the Great Laxey Mine Railway, which runs from thauti of
the mine, to the washing floors, and is a 1-foot 7-inalgga This

wasn’'t cheap and they are still unrestored, but nearly .thdre
CDRJC bought railcars from 1906, and were pioneers in thefus
diesel railcars, in the 1930s.

I am keen to see them, mostly as they were parbig change in
railway operations, and these individual ones, were in sbbms an
improvement on previous CDRJC railcars which had an estend
engine, under a hood, where the engine in these is belowtthe ca

Dave suggests that if | travel to Douglas, and lsgeasome
managers, something may be arranged. | like this ided,saon
arrangements are in place to travel down on the 1 @am. trjoin the

passes under the MER. The railway was not used from 192% andrain at Port Soderick, and journey with the Guard. fiteriesting that

2004 it was re-opened with replica steam engines.

The car park we careened into to see the Lady laalvak also
the site of the Laxey Browside Tramway, which would haventan
incredible link, from the Mine to the wheel, but thataad gone. A
five foot gauge 1-in-4 gradient counterbalanced railway, it tiad
cars, which were brought up the hill using water, like ghéng else
in Laxey, as power. So here in this town, which admittediployed
some 600 miners, at the end of the nineteenth centuryhasnd

there is a nice moquet on the seating of the island.

It's quite a smooth journey down, and | spend some ¢imging
first to the guard and then to some station staffrahgdpires that
getting a look at the carriage sheds is nigh imposgblen the day
that is in it, so | am content to take photos and travet.Haadvise
my hosts, that instead of coming down and collecting me,thiegt
should await my arrival by train.

Then as a surprise, | am offered a space on thpldt® of an

population of about 1,800 people, there is no end of Victoriaangine, back to Port Soderick. | am of course in a differ@rld. For

engineering, and three running rail operations.

| try and enjoy the amazing experience, despite théheradt is
truly a wonderful moment, this massive structure juttingriip the
sky. Emma, ever the scientist, seems to enjoy myniaison.

We then adjourn to the Miners Tavern, as Liamsuggjested that
this would be a good spot for a beer, as there is a biedforabilia
in the pub. | am quite impressed to find that the phydiealin the
pub has been fashioned on a Tram. So the bar is in the bYexy
MER Tram, along with company crest, and a roof along thewitr
regular supports, replicating to windows of a tram. Thereven a
pull string the length of the roof, it's brilliant.

We chat with some locals, after taking some diq@freshment,
some photographs, reading some Manx, which is very much so
same as Gaelic, so | can easily speak it, and gendralhg a
nuisance, we continue, now in darkness towards Port Erin.

In this Subaru, which is essentially based on a ImareziVorld
Rally car, with four wheel drive on, and Emma givingedtions,

some of you, it would be the equivalent of stepping ihto $huttle
Atlantis, ready for takeoff.

The space is limited, and it's dirty, with coabsand dust. | find a
place in the entranceway, directly behind the driver, ogdriside,
my knee against the interior, and one outside, on the ruiboiagl,
and it's cramped, but wonderful. There are massive lumpsaifon
the floor having spilled out of the bunker, and a varietyalfes,
gauges and levers in front of me, with the fire gratevbetrese
conflations of engineering wonders.

Soon we are off and it is a gentle enough start,easead up the
hill, 1 lean out a little to get a full blast of smoked steam, and in
then to feel the furnace like heat from the fire, ancclvétirough the
tiad windows, like portholes. °

It's magical; there is something very heavy industbput the
whole motion and workings. Levers are pulled, by hands gieatéoy

rags, smoke and dust and sparks fly in and past, the moise i

thunderous, especially when we enter the darkness of a tilnatel

thanks to her iPhone, there is something of the cross counsgems to foster a feeling of underworldliness. Gaugemanéored,

The museum even houses a
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shouts are called out, signals correct and more coalng fnto the
raging inferno of a fire, the door slammed shut by the edhaw a
motion so strong and steady, that modern materials wabaltties and
smash with such punishment.

I gulp in clean flying past air, and ensure | am weedm, it is

Peel is on the Western side of the island, a bihedy across from
Douglas on the Eastern side. The Isle of Man Railway, wtda the
line to Port Erin also, had a line from Douglas tolP&here were
plans to link up the railway with Ramsey, but this did mitially
occur, so in Ramsey, some took the initiative and th@XvNorthern

indeed an experience, and the driver exchanges a few occasidalway was formed, this took an unusual route, which cufred

words. We pass a farmer, whose dogs chase us, the uhgieg them
on as they leap over wall and through hedge, barking in eemite
The winter sky, so clear now, is bright, and the outsitté reaninding
me that it is a December day, the fire, a welcome beatce as we
climb along the heights, looking over the bay.

Soon, way too soon, we are coming round turning moeadnl
towards Port Soderick. | have taken some photos on our jouandy
as | arrive in, Emma sees me and also takes a praitpl&te heaven.
| alight and offer many thanks both to the driver and firemaralsat
to the two Dave’s who have had some sort of hand inlthesve quite
the smile.

Our adventures for that day was not yet over, and em w0 Jurby
a small hamlet on the north end of the island where therelains
and much flat land, unusual on this rock, that juts out of teh #éa,
and here a private, once RAF airfield exists. Therdsis the newly

built and world class prison, which can accommodate one édindr

Ramsey south east towards Peel and turned west to rufelpana
later join the IMR line to Douglas, at St John's. Thems also a
freight line from St. Johns south to Foxdale, opened indepéydeut
operated by the MNR. By the turn of the century, all waswstit The
MER route on the eastern side was competing and impagtiog the

MNR. In 1905, the MNR was merged by the government with the

IOM, and after some serious upgrades, the railway framdRy to
Douglas was able to compete with the MER, despitmisegtwice as
long a journey.

The line to Peel and from St John’s to Ramseged in the late
Sixties, the line to Port Erin just about surviving. \Weparted a
darkened Peel, again recognising that there were so muehtondo,
than we had time for, but also slightly and pleasantlynwaut and
looking forward to dinner. After a Chinese, we played eatup
strategy games again, into the early hours.

Sunday was a late starter, and then, with thatravelted on the

prisoners and amongst the industrial and rather modern waes)o actual train service, all of us enjoying some mulled wia,we

there is one called Jurby Junk. This is two buildings; oree vird

and bizarre collection of plastic toys, umbrellas, otattas, crockery
and well, Junk. The building next to it, also part of theesamsiness,
is a little more orderly, in that it has hundreds of fefebookshelves,
and large containers, plastic and wood, full of books. There also
large wicker baskets, with massive amounts of booksreTivas no
order exactly, although some boxes and shelves did seemttinca

type of genre of books.

We arrived here, with about an hour to look through tlekhave
start and browse. | find a number of containers, withgldspenguins,
and after a few minutes find a book | have been looking ifares
February, entitled,The South African Reichpart of the African
Penguin Library series, and a book | have already read oANKe
website, so straight away it is worthwhile. | had hopeidtuibe in the
Jurby Hotel, which utilised the old RAF Mess Halls, buis very
closed and boarded up.

travelled from Douglas to Santon, past Port Soderick.

Just south of Port Soderick, the line ran paralligh vanother
railway, a miniature one, on private land, there wegetion and
railway buildings as well as crossings and loops, indigatjuite a
serious set up, all on private land, away from prying .eyessked
Emma, who said she would enquire, but that it was known esadep
affair.

This was a Santa special, and at Santon as chigeured to see
Santa in his railway station grotto, while we went he wvery nice

carriage, which had a wonderful wooden bar and very nicely

upholstered and turned chairs, where we warmed our innardyeand
as we watched the engine run around, warm ourselves ndaater.
It did indeed feel like a different world, light yearway from the

hurry and rush of a London always on the move, and | am envious of

my friends, living in this iron road idyll.

Jurby will have a Museum opening, next Easter (2010) Thex MaRailways operating.
Transport Trust have been working hard on Hanger 230 at Jumdgnx Electric Railway Douglas to Ramsey via Laxey

airfield, photos show they have quite a few vintage buses

already stored in the hanger as well as out station nouga
depots throughout the island. This is an attempt to bri

raames and Simone Bacon together on the train.

together the various transport, and one presumes, non yaitwa
exhibits. They have already had a Vintage Motorbike rally,
with 300 bikes running the TT route, and a vintage bid rally.
http://john8642.fotopic.net/

We soon depart and head off towards Peel. PassiragBall
on the way. Ballagh is home of the Orchid Line a miniature
railway operated by the Manx Steam and Model engineering
club, who run a track in the Curraghs wildlife park, nearby.
After much work the lines are now a number of loops, and
totally 3,042 feet long, some of which is double track. The
gauges are 3 1/2", 5" and 7 1/4"and the engines operate as
steam, with people sitting astride the ‘carriages’

The darkness has crept upon us, suddenly and again it is
now drizzly and foggy. | test the four by four’s brakes in quite
an unorthodox manner, but luckily with no permanent damage.
We get to a darkened Peel, and fail to see the cgstim the
higher ground, and also fail to pay a visit to the bookshop in
Peel as it closed at 4.30pm. We are also too latthéoManx
Transportation museum, which is closed, and also in Peel.
Although | have assumed this will be subsumed into the new
Jurby venue.
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Isle of Man Steam Railway Douglas to Port Erin (tbetS Line)
IMR

Douglas Bay Horse Tram

Groundle Glen Railway

Laxey Mines Railway

Railways no longer operating.

Isle of Man Railway from Douglas to Peel (The Pdaakl)

Manx Northern Railway from Ramsey to St John’s (The Nonthe
Line)

Foxdale Branch (Foxdale Line)

Douglas Head Marine Drive and Electric Tramway

Funiculars no longer in operation.
The Falcon Cliff Hotel Lift
Douglas Head Cliff Railway
Laxey — Browside Tramway

Port Soderick Cliff Railway

Miniature railways.
Orchid Line, Manx Steam and Model engineering club, runck tra
the Curraghs wildlife park, near Ballaugh, south of Jurby

TV Interviews Phunny Phormer
Worldcon Chair

A local New Orleans TV news reporter interviewed farMéorldcon

chair John Guidry for a January 6 feature about the PhunnyyPh

Phellows street car ride that kicks off the annual M@mdis carnival
season. John was attired as a chef and wore a yellow Ranger

mask.

While riding the St. Charles street carthe Phell@igped
champagne, ate King Cake, and let fly the first beads olvidweli
Gras season. They turned back at Canal, then got dfieatvillow
Street Car Barn to attend the Coronation Ball for theivast Queen
and Boss Phellow.

Do Artists Always Lose Fan Funds?

When Frank Wu came out on the losing end of the latest TAlEFarac
disgruntled friend of mine declared his surprise becalaekks such
a popular fan. But he consoled Frank with a seductive congpirac
theory — that no artist has ever run for TAFF or DUFF\aanq.

Tremendous numbers of fanartitsrelost TAFF. Terry Jeeves
did it three times (1955, 1971, 1977). Other artists who have los
include Bjo (1959), Eddie Jones (1962), Bill Rotsler (1970) Ji
Barker (1980), Grant Canfield (1983), Taral Wayne (1983), D.tWes
(1984), Luke McGuff (1989), Joe Wesson (1995), and Frank Wu
(2009).

Frank Dietz (1973) may also belong on the list. Hisifeneredits
includeLuna Monthlyand | believe he did quite a bit of art for it, but
| had trouble testing my recollection with online resedrebause he
shares a name with a well-known Disney artist.

Yet a look at TAFF history reveals the perhappraing fact that
the list of winning fanartists is almost as long as isteof losers.

Lee Hoffman won TAFF in 1956, followed by ATom (1964),
Steve Stiles (1968), Eddie Jones (1969, winning on his second
attempt), Stu Shiffman (1981), Jeanne Gomoll (1987), Deffa8t

dA995), Ulrika O’Brien (1998) and Sue Mason (2000).

The Down Under Fan Fund has also been kind to fanartifits: B
Rotsler (1977), Ken Fletcher (1979; he succeeded to the trip whe
had to withdraw, having just been hired by the
government), and the trio of Australian artists Nick
Stathopoulos, Lewis Morley, Marilyn Pride (1986).
Fanartists can't win fan funds? The real
explanation may be that the winning fanartists are
not remembered as they deserve, even by other
fanartists. Several did fine trip reports.

Clark’s Other Identity
Eric McCormack of Will & Grace fame played
Christian Karl Gerhartsreiter inwho Is Clark
Rockefeller? a movie aired March 13 on Lifetime.
Gerhartsreiter once masqueraded as a Rockefeller
scion and presently is serving time in a
Massachusetts prison for kidnapping his daughter.
He remains a “person of interest” in the 1985
disappearance of two LASFS members John and
Linda Sohus.

The online movie trailer includes the briefest
flash of human bones lying in the ground, the only
specific hint | found in any of the promotional
material that the Sohus disappearance is part of the
story.

The imposter's name surprisingly also figured
into a New YorkTimes’ profile of the late J.D.
Salinger. An Internet guide to finding Salinger's
home in Cornish directed tourists to look for a red,
painted bus stop at the bottom of a local hill. The
structure belonged to a neighbor who built it for his
child. After the child outgrew it the neighbor sold it
to another local, Gerhartsreiter, then known as Clark

Rockefeller. Thereafter tourists would turn into

John Guidry, center, helps kick off the Mardi Gras season aboard Gerhartsreiter’s driveway, demanding to meet J. D.

the Phunny Phorty Phellows Trolley Ride.

Salinger.
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The Fanivore

Marie Rengstorff

File 770is so professional that | feel | should
apologize for my rushed answers. Worse than
the act of rushing my responses is the reason
why -- | need to write fiction and snorkel
every day. The more | write letters, the less |
write fiction. If | can see enough in the ocean
to avoid crashing into a rock, | snorkel. Today
the surface shows questionable conditions.
I'm walking across the street anyway.

Yesterday was an eel day. The moray and
dragon eels were getting fat on a classic Win-
ter Solstice Feast. Visibility was pathetic. The
eels were hiding in cracks with their heads
out, catching a bouquet of passing fish that
could not see well in the muck. | was the only
human out swimming with the eels. The life-
guards were using their megaphones to warn
parents to hold onto their small children.

The record waves, the big ones, some 50
feet, were on the north shore. | live on the
SSW shore of Maui. Happy Winter Solstice. |
hope you enjoy a wonderful winter feast like
the eels.

[[Ook ookl]]

On the topic, Charlie Brown “died peace-

fully in his sleep...on his way home from (Take that last sentence as you see fit.)
One of my favorite foods is apple-wedgeghe “banned book law,” they decided | was

Readercon.” He was too young, but the con-

those books criticize U.S. political policy,
especially international political policy.”

| know | stood, astonished, frozen, with
my mouth open. | actually did. Suddenly, all
the stuff I learned about “the land of the free”
sounded crazy. At that moment, the United
States sounded idiotic. | was thinking things
like, “He must be wrong,” and “We made a
mistake when we fought the war of independ-
ence from Britain.” | was thinking even worse
things about our involvement in the battle still
raging at that moment in Vietnam.

That U.S. law was changed a few years
after | returned home from Africa, but it left a
lasting impression on me. We still have other
crazy laws. | hope you can think of at least
one of them that needs a cleanup.

On my way home 1 left a lasting impres-
sion on the international luggage inspectors at
the airport in California. Before leaving Af-
rica, | purchases a Kikuyu basket, a large one,
and filled it with the books | wanted. We
were allowed tocarry those evil books into
the U.S., just not allowed to have them
shipped to us.

The inspectors at the airport were sure |
had broken some law. The books were all
used, so it was not an issue of value and im-
port taxes. After they checked the working of

cept really appeals to me. That may soungmeared with peanut butter. Macadamia nutmporting something else that really was ille-
crass to the young readers, but those whButter is even better, but costs about $20 agal and using the banned author law as a

watch even one friend or family member die &PPI€-
[[Apples and peanut butter -- | love ‘em

long, painful death will understand. | would

cover.
My basket made no sense to them. No one

love to go do something interesting, take doo. | got reintroduced once Sierra grewbrought 50 pounds of cheap, ratty, used books

nap in the car (or whatever the means of ge€N0ugh teeth to enjoy them herself ]]
THE LAW: | don’t know the answer to the

in at the end of the trip. My family tends to Constitutional Amendment question 7i@Q |

ting home is) and not have to roll my luggage

into the U.S.
They opened every book, | assume looking
for the hollowed-out ones filled with interest-

die in their sleep at the age of 95+/- fourdol however, have another bit of old law thaing other “stuff.” They found only lovely,

years, but in their beds. They die of sleep learned the hard way. , ,
When | was in Africa (1971-3) | discov- history.

apnea.

banned books about African and political

Some years ago my doctor, age 45 offerc§fed a massive treasury of British books | had Over the decades, after reading each book
to treat me for inherited slee,p apnea,. | toldiever heard of by authors such as Wilbua few times each, | gave them all away. | have
him. if he were still in business. | would let SMith and T. Ranger. | read every one ohone of them left, but they created a lava flow

him treat me when | reached 92. That doctoFh

ose books | could get my hands on, bubf informed college students.

died before he was 50. Apparently he diedhere was too much to be learned. These Back to Maui. | can go snorkel now. The
because of his fear of getting fat and dyind)ooks were about WWI, WWII, England, thelifeguards are on their chairs and the whales

from complications of that disorder. | refusegAllies, Africa under color)ialism. By the time are jumping.
his help on that problem as well. His obses! Was ready to leave Africa, | knew | needed I'm taking 770 to the beach. | am at the

sive attitude made me nervous. copies of the piles of still unread books.
I brought up the concept of “going home”convention reports. | will go back and read
the U.S. and ordering a bunch of theséhose convention reports. | will end this year

According to the gossip, he did not eat an¥
fat for months. 0

top of page 46 after skipping through the

Any Australian child (because ofapopularBritiSh publications from a favorite usedwithout attending a single convention, al-
children’s story of being lost in the wilder- bookstore. The bookstore in Lusaka, Zambighough | attended two very informative meet-
ness) and any cultural anthropologisthad a wonderful collection for, typically, 10 ings of the Professional Writers of Prescott

(because we need to know how to eat in theents each. The storeowner informed me (AZ).

wild while on a research trip) can tell you, awould not be able to sell “that kind of book”

Writers in that area, give it a try. Not all

human cannot live for more than threel® me after | returned to the U.S. He eximeetings will be of interest because they
months without eating fat. Nuts will do. plained, “The United States does not alloncover the whole range of writing and publish-
the shipping of books into your country whening topics. | avoid poetry and self-publishing
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issues. Watch their Home Page for whatareer. The list of artists of all levels whoTaral has been around long enough to know
topics excite you. Google Professional Writ-had such favorable contacts with Don ishat the pros have a social group of their
ers of Prescott. Visitors welcome. huge, he touched a lot of folks both throughown, even as fans do, and actually go out to
Members are from all over AZ, and everhis art, and through his interest in othersdinner together in the evenings in little
include a few like me from afar with a sec-Need more people like him. clumps of six or eight or ten, and then go off
ond home in AZ. My AZ home, by dumb  Wow, Taral's 28-page convention reportto their Dirty Pro parties, where publishers
luck and the cheap price of housing in theavas amazing for the depth, and interestingly them with cut-rate booze. And some
area, is in the City of Prescott -- a really nicdor his honesty in expressing his feelingswriters, like this one, are getting up there in
town. Even cheaper houses (3 bed, 2 batloth positive and negative, about the wholege and tend to toddle off to bed toward
$100,000) can be found in nearby Prescotxperience. (And cool to get one of thosesleven or twelve at night, something that |
Valley, 20 minute drive from meetings beautiful membership badges tipped in to theertainly didn’t do forty years ago.
(summer 82 degrees, winter average onissue. Let an online zine try to compete with  Matter of fact, back then | would often
snow fall every other year.) THAT kind of extra service!l) Also loved drop in at fan parties -- | would always hit
P.S. I still need to read about the convengetting the behind-the-scenes shots of hithe Cincinnati group’s party, and the DC
tions. Instead of reading7Q | watched the fannish apartment being put up. I'd seen @&rowd’s, and Pittsburgh’s, to mention some
whales jump. The water was murky, but | gotfew pictures online, but as Taral himselfthat come to mind. But conventions were
to swim with 2 turtles. They were sleepingnoted, the great nature of the pictures mearsnaller then, the hallways were less boister-
on the bottom. One got up and swam besida photo of the photo looks like the real thing.ous, and the age gulf between the fans and
me back to some coral caves. He was a biGan get the real feeling for this display in thethe pros wasn't as wide as it has become in
male. | often wonder about those guys anghotos here. recent years. | don't feel comfortable nowa-

their attraction to human females.

[[Thanks for your latest letter -- | always
love to get them. I'm not sure if this zine ever
will compete with jumping whales. Maybe
that's the reason most of my LoCs come from
landlocked states?]]

Brad Foster

Issue #157 was waiting in the mailbox a
couple of days ago, and took me all that time
to devour what | think might be the thickest
issue in the last several years!
Great news that Dan Steffan was awarded
the Rotsler this year. Much, much deserved.
He’s not only a fabulous artist, but one of the
best designers to lend his eye to fanzines.
Also appreciated your comments to Mike
Glicksohn in the loc column regarding the
thinking behind the award. | still think Steve
Fox more than deserves the award, but going
by your comments, since he is no longer
actively around, probably not really

“eligible.” Hey, maybe you could add a Robert Silverberg

“Hall of Fame” to the award. Once a year,

days in a huge party of largely unfamiliar
fans half my age or less, and | don't think
they feel very comfortable having me
around, either. So | go out to dinner with
George Martin or Joe Haldeman or Nancy
Kress or some of the other pros Taral didn't
see, and then | go to the Tor party or the
Asimov’s party or whatever is going on that
night, and then I go...off...to...sleep....

Andre Lieven

along with the living and producing winner,

you guys could pick a fan artist from the past take umbrage at your omitting Me from

Greetings. In Taral's “To Walk The Moon”
piece there are a couple of errors of fact re-
garding the Montreal Olympics. The sidebar
on page 21 contains the comment about the
“1967 Olympic Stadium.” The actual Mont-
real Olympics were held in 1976. The sta-
dium did not exist, even on paper, in 1967.
Montreal did hold Expo 67 in 1967, as a part
of celebrations of Canada’s centennial year.

Also, that sidebar makes the claim that
the architect of the Stadium was German.
This would come as a surprise to the actual
architect, Roger Taillbert, who still is 100%
French.

Taral also comments on the SFnalism of

that you feel is worth recognition as well.your list of winners of the Best Fan Writer the stadium, and compares it to some gear in
Not everyone left behind a couple of filing Hugo who have also sold pro fiction. May | Thunderbirds, a very apt comparison. But, he
cabinets full of art to use like Bill did, and remind you that | was the (totally unde-might not know that the Montreal Olympic
some fine work (again, like that of my per-served) winner of the 1950 Retro-Hugo inStadium appeared in the late 70s Buck
sonal fave Steve), is really unknown to manyhat category, beating out such people aRogers TV series as a spaceship, in the two
folks now. Just a thought. Willis and Tucker? Of course | would not part episode “The Flight Of The War Witch.”
Thanks for recognizing the passing ohave won the award if | hadn't had a fewGranted, it was upside down, and missing the
Don Punchatz here. I'd first met Don yearsstories published professionally along theower (which was not yet installed at the time
ago when | had the nerve out of school tavay. But | did get the Hugo. in the real stadium.)
approach his fantastic Sketchpad Studio [[If you want to be in, you're IN! And As a former Montrealer, | notice such
operation to see if | could get a job. Up untilafter inspecting the list of Retro-Hugo win-things...
then | had received nothing but empty praisaing fanwriters | find adding all of you does-  Also on page 30, Taral wrote: “There had
for my art, and no jobs. Don didn't offer me n't change the answer to my trivia questionbeen no man-made objects in space in 1958
a job either, but he did give me the first hon\We can all be happy!]] except the two Russian satellites. Vanguard
est appraisal of my meager talents, and di- And I'm surprised at Taral's surprise, inhad not yet been successfully launched.”
rected me on the right path to what turnedis splendid worldcon report, that pros are so  Well, | have a personal relationship with
out, amazingly enough, to a full time arthard to find at conventions after dark. Surelythe satellite Vanguard 1, as it was launched 4
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days before | was, but | have always out-
weighed it.

It went up on March 17, 1958, and it
weighs 1.47 kg.

But, it wasn't the first US satellite or the
first satellite of 1958. Explorer 1 was the first
US sat, and it was launched on January 31,
1958.

The big Soviet Sputnik 3 went up on May,
15 1958. This was the spacecraft originally
intended to the be the USSR’s IGY satellite,
with Sputnik’'s 1 & 2 being last minute lash-
ups.

And, 1958 saw the first spacecraft to fall
from orbit, as Sputnik 1 re-entered on January
4, 1958. Sputnik 2 came down on April 14,
but, by then, there were two US satellites up.

Lots more went up that year, too. Both
into Earth orbit, as well as the first attempts to
fire at the Moon.

What can | say, space history is a passion
of mine...

David Axler

I very much enjoyed Taral's lengthy World-

con report, but was struck by one bit of irony. L . . .
In his discussion of the “..equalitarian rela-YeS: Heinlein was a fan first. Roger Zelaznykeep foreign publications and goods out.

tionship between fans and pros,” he fails td_:ertainly engaged in fannish activites. He was The American rules are just as silly. | met
note one key distinction: In general, pros _in the N3F when | was, about 1969. Of course anadlan bookdealer .at NECon (Northeast
even those who came from fandom - genelhe was a famous pro by then. But he contribRegional Fantasy Con, in Bristol RI) a few

ally don’t write con or trip reports. A small uted stories, poems, and occasional essays years back who told me that there wasvay

number may blog about their con eXperi_fanzines. I am not sure if this predates his firstor him to get his books into the US and sell

ences, but they certainly don't go on at thi’"® sales. them legally because it was labor issue.
Iength’. And the general notion that the recipi- | can add to Taral's comments about th&hat is, regulations should require him to hire

ent of an honor such as GoH (or TAEE/Closing of the US/Canadian border to com-an American to do the selling. Otherwise he
DUFF/GUFF) ought to do so as a matter of"€rce that one of the most prominent Ameriis a wickgd foreigner ‘taking a job. away from
course (even if that expectation isn't alwaysSan bookdea]ers told m_e.thalt what preventedn American. How dlq he get his books to
coincident with reality) doesn't seem to existhim from going to Anticipation was no so NECon? The answer is in one worq: smug-
among pros, regardless of their roots. much the paperwork and the fees, which cagling. | commended him for emulating this
be overcome if you are determined enoughyenerable Yankee tradition, and of course |
but a new regulation which requires anythingpought a book from him. In the real world, |

Darrell Schweitzer brought into Canada for sale to be brought imather, there already is a substantial amount

a commercial vehicle Unless the huckster of smuggling at the border, mostly into Can-

, ) just happens to own a truck classified as ada, but more DVDs and videotapes than
To answer Taral's question on page 31 aboWlymmercial vehicle, it's now impossible to books.

which pros were fans, we have to leave asidge; into Canada. There are also numerous It seems to be the Americans who are
the whole issue of someone being both, as iBgnsorship problems for some publicationsinsisting on passports for even the most cas-
the examples of Bob Shaw, Bob Tucker, angyg ¢omic-  book dealers or publishersual border crossings. You can walk into Can-
Bob Bloch. (That's it -- the way you getto becan tell you, an adult comic book which ada without showing a passport, but you can’t
a fan and a pro at the same time is to bgght he seized at the border as obscene wilet back into the US without one. There was a
named Bob. .. .) The story goes -- | think lpe"g1ay ifprinted in Canada. But it's more- time when attendees at Eeriecon in Niagara
heard him tell this once at a convention -- thaf,a, 5 censorship issue. One of the publishefalls NY would casually step over into Can-
sometime in the late “30s Forry Ackermanan american) in the huckster room at theada, either for a better view of the Falls or
was in a used-magazine store in Los Angeleyorig Fantasy Con in Calgary in 2008 toldbecause the restaurants were better over there.
and overheard this other fellow ask the proge he managed to get his (not very controveiot anymore. This may work out as protec-
prietor for the issues ohmazingcontaining  gja)) hooks into Canada by having some of hisionism on the part of the Americans. The
The Skylark of Space.” Forry recognized ayjties printed there. He then had them shippedmerican side used to be a ghost town, filled
kindred spirit and immediately recruited himq the notel, and picked them up there. This isith empty storefronts and even a shopping
into LASFS. The newcomer's name WaSgimple protectionism, great for Canadianmall that was built but never occupied. Now
Robert A. Heinlein, who was indeed a meMmyyiniers | also suspect that to some degree tliis beginning to come to life, while the Ca-
ber of LASFS in the late ‘30s and early ‘40S.canadians are afraid of being culturally overnadian side is suffering.

As this seems to have happened beforgqmeqd by the Americans and are trying to
Heinlein’s first story appeared ifsstounding
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Jerry Kaufman

Trying to write about What
Worldcon Means (To Me) seems
like a big job. I've been to 16 or
17 of them over the years. My
first was 1966, when | was 17, in
Cleveland. That's only a fraction
of the total since 1966, but | have
some sense of how theyve
changed over the years.
Obviously, they've grown, but
not because the number of people
who love reading fantastic fiction
and want to get together to dis-
cuss and celebrate it has grown.
As science fiction and fantasy
trappings have taken over all the
entertainment media - as the
media themselves have changed
and added new dimensions - the
people who respond more to
music, film, television, handi-
crafts, games and so forth have
discovered the science fictions
conventions as a way to gather.
So | think the Worldcon and
other conventions have grown by
adding on the other interests.
Have a convention primarily
devoted to reading and the people

for whom this is not the primary draw wil

smaller in British fandom, and
easier to pass through. This is in
part because the country and
population is smaller, | think, but
even there | sense the gap is
growing.

That's all kind of random. But
it's all as close as | can get to
what | think as | can manage for
the moment. Possibly a more
coherent and reasoned article will
grow out of this some day.

| should tell Taral that | was
sorry to miss Anticipation, but
Suzle and | anticipated household
expenses early this year and de-
cided not to spend even Canadian
dollars on the trip. (The house-
hold stuff multiplied beyond
what we expected, so its a good
thing we stayed home.) Of
course, now we're planning an
even more expensive trip to Eng-
land for 2010.

Taral surprised me by refer-
ring to Dr. Horrible’s Sing-Along
Blog as “some gim-crack ama-
teur production on a blog.” Did
no one clue him into the profes-
sional credits of the thing? But |
admit | hadn't seen it myself
when | read Taral's dismissal.

| my circle of New York friends, many be- I've since watched one portion, and thus

drop away and you'll have Readercon off@me not writers but editors: Ginjer Bu-decided that | must get the DVD so Suzle
Potlatch. chanan, Patrick Nielsen Hayden, John Dougand | can watch the entire thing in the com-
Lou Anders has said that writers should@S: Jim Frenkel.) Of the people that Tarafort of our living room, with extras. I'm still
go to Dragoncon instead of Worldcon if theSPeculates about, | can say that Greg Beanot sure, though, how it qualified (as a web-
two conflict because those people at Dragon/as & fan first. Larry Niven may h_ave been based production) for its Emmy.
con read. | don't doubt that if you start with abut you woulq know for sure, Mike. Taral Yeah, there’s still more,.from Taral, that |
30,000 person con, you'll find a significant oesn’t mention Bob Silverberg or Gregcould comment on, like the over-
portion who also read books. But is that theienford, both definitely fans. programming of conventions and the tiny -
main reason for attending? I've never been, But Taral's point is still well taken, that or entirely nonexistent - audiences for fan-
fhere is a growing gap between fan and praish topics like con running, fanzines, or fan
would expect not. They are drawn to thedt cons. The. writir)g workshops like Clariom_‘unds. | saw the exact same thing at Orycon
mass media aspects, which is why there iWest tell their writing students that cons aren Portland, Oregon, this year. They saved
such a mass of them. there for professional advancement: meetinthe Fan Guest of Honor from embarrassment
In Taral's report on his experiences a{editors on a more info_rmal basis, networkingonly by not haying a Fan Guest of Honor.
Anticipation, he talks about the whole fanPressing the flesh of impressionable readers. Well, I've ridden enough hobby horse for
and pro relationship. One of our major cul-They all want to be ona panel so they camne morning, and I'm galloping off into the
tural myths about fandom is the parity peplace that new pook in front of them. sunrise now.
tween fan and pro. ('m using “myth” in the In part this is a reasonable approach for .
sense of a sacred story we tell ourselveS0MeONe NEw to fan conventions, someonggseph T Major
about our culture and history, and not in théVith no_prior interest in attending such
sense of a mistaken belief.) This is based ofvents- But it misses the point of conven-
the common interest we share as readers ati@ns: Which is for me at least that we puy aAsps at 75: The melancholy thing is to
lovers of sf, and on our sense that many pro§'€Se things on for our tribal gatherings. Wg oy that the people are gone. Will Roy Test
were fans first, and further on our sense tha#XPect that others of our tribe, whether they)e ar5und for much longer? Why hasn't he
fans could become pros. publish fanzines, write stories, draw rocketyean 5 WorldCon Fan Guest of Honor?
There’s truth to a degree in all these as3hips, or whatever, will come to see the other [[Regrettably Roy Test just passed away.
sumptions, although these days | think a |0Lar-flung members of the tribe. A tribe canyypjje he deserved more attention from the
fewer pros come out of fandom. Most of the@ve many clans but they all fit tertber'LASFS than he got over the years, he would-
newer pros | know have come from the writ-And you can join the tribe (though there's &yt have been on the radar of Worldcon com-
ing workshops and the semi-pro magazineéj,'ffe,rence of opinion about how easy this is). mittees because he wasn't a national fan or a
but in the 1940s through the 1970s quite a, |'ve noted that it appears (at least superfipaior fanzine fan. He's not even mentioned
few writers were fans first. (In the 1970s, in¢ially) that the gap between fan and pro i§y Al Our Yesterdays. Only his mother is,

so this is pure speculation on my part, but
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precisely because her minutes were pubtoo were fanning alone. John Hertz' report on Ray Bradbury's
lished.]] birthday party mentions that Jan Bender had

Joe Haldeman: The SFFWA has a way Lond Penney been daunted from showing her art work at
with get-well awards. Congratulations to the the Montreal Worldcon by the prospect of
new Grandmaster. Customs problems. And yet, the Montreal

Does The Mouse Own Stu Hellinger? il resting up from a strenuous Christ- Worldcon has been blamed for a poor deal-
think | saw this in an Elastic Man comic, mas, with all the usual things...too much€@rs’ room and art show. If the dealers and
where the bad guy du issue had patented ﬂ?Sod, lots of presents, not enough exercise, ofirtists would have discovered what problems
wheel, and was demanding royalty paymentg, o right things to make us feel guilty enoughthere might be instead of assuming there’s be
out the wazoo. So Elastic Man patented firgy 45 better in the New Year, for a few days,problems they couldn’t surmount, both deal-

and then started hitting him up for paymentsanyway_ I've decided that in between the€'s and art show would have been better with
No one mentioned “prior art.”

excesses of Christmas and the further eNOre selection, and very possibly increased

Not J. R. R. Bond: Cryptology often de- cegses of New Year's, I'd get right back onS&l€s: , .
mands the knowledge of other Ianguagesmy computer and hack out a loc Bite 770 This goes directly into Taral's report...I

Herbert O. Yardley described in The Ameri-157 have to agree with him re Torcon, but then, |
can Black Chamber the struggle he had to g0 grianna Wu sure draws the great coverdVas privy to all the hard work that went into
through to get people literate in Japanese ifpesnt she? Always action-packed an&he bid, and about six months afterwards.
order to crack Japanese codes. And the S Fetty, a winning combination for me. That's when they got rid of me because the
viet codes had groups for spelling out word Coyngratulations to LASFS on 75 years ofhairman of the BoD didn't like either of us.
for which there isn’t an assigned code 9roUPanning. Many fannish organizations are! he committee, unfortunately, did a grand job
as most codes do. There was one for “THE"I'ucky to last a few years these days, o to caf ignoring all offers of help and contribu-
which indicated that they were going to qUOteenough to keep this organization not jusfions, and they did everything themselves
a lot of English text. (And one VENONA alive, but thriving for 75 years is an achieve Without benefit of outside help, and it
message said that the wife of Agent LIB-ant for all who have cared enough to giveshowed. | wanted to be a part of my local
ERAL had a first name that they used thre?ime, effort and money to the health of theWWorldcon, and | was completely shut out by
groups to send. “E - THE - L”, it turned out b | would like very much to see that 75thf€lative strangers to Toronto fandom. | still
to be.) Anniversary Memory Book. Once all mem- appreciate the fact that the L.A in 2006 com-
Westercon Notebook:| wonder if Robert bers have a copy, would extra copies be avai[pittee took us on as Canadian agents, and
Louis Stevenson knew that the first father-in— e or sale, for club fundraising? LASES'sthey treated us far better than the Torcon 3
law of James Il was named Edward Hyde’)stOry is one that others should read. committee ever did.
(He is more commonly known by his title,  The Heinlein Award that Joe Haldeman | have never flown Porter Air, but it is the
Earl of Clarendon, but . .. The current Earb 4 john Varley won may be the same and/&nly local airline that doesn't fly out of Pear-
of Clarendon is a descendant of his, bUHifferent as the Heinlein Award given to son International, but what is now known as
through a daughter of the last Hyde earl.) space advocates each year. | believe that tH@ronto Billy Bishop Island Airport, | be-
To Walk the Moon: We saw the spiders, two awards come out of the same fund. M leve... | have been inside a Q400, and | envy
all the way over at the Travelodge. So it musk,,n jimited attendance of space conferencesaral’s trip. | did very much enjoy being able
have been Spider Week/semaine de I'araignég,qwed me how few space advocates werl@ take part in awarding the Hugos...it was
up there. aware of RAH's science fiction aChieve_indeed something I've wanted to do, and it
Torcon 3 may have been catastrophic (thgents. It's almost like one group ignores thévas a lot of fun to work with Diane Lacey
time | ran into Darrell Schweitzer going to theother, and it may even sound like there wer@nd crew in helping it come about. | can't
convention center for a panel while | wasy,q Heinleins with the same name. deny that. However, a Jos. Louis won't kill
going to the Royal York to see him on that  pedical updates...Joe’s back in the hospiYOU- Having one for dessert after a plate of
panel was fortuitous) but it did have one noteg, | hope he didn't spend Christmas therePoutine will. (Just thinking about that is mak-
worthy event: The Great Donut Taste-Off.an'd Mike Glicksohn's had some cancerou_i,ng my arteries harden.)
Krispy-Kreme was moving into Canada, justagits. Do we ever catch a break, or is the | also admit that | had a good time with the
as Tim Hortons was moving into the States,odern fannish equivalent, of “Well, you fanzine lounge, so much, that | didn't get to
(There is a Tim Hortons in front of the hotelthink YOU had it bad...” Get well, everyone! see a lot of the convention itself, but that was
we stay at during the Sherlock Holmes/Arthur 15420 Tomomatsu may have announcetkay. We got to the Aurora banquet, | took
Conan Doyle Symposium in Dayton.) Sopig gafiation, but he is still busy on Facebool@rt in a voice play panel, and we gave
they sponsored a taste-off. And the scorgih the odd general announcement. ThiniCheryl Morgan her Hugo. In fact, | think that
was . . . a tiel Eight voted for Krispy—KremeH,liS is more a fafiation? might be me third from the left in that dark
as better, eight for Tim Hortons as better, an [[Maybe it's a targeted gafiation? And we photo on page 36. In the long run, an excel-
one for Al Gore. just haven't discerned the target yet?]] lent time was had by many, and | honestly
At least | had the pleasure of meeting Ta- | .gn only imagine Guy Lillian's reaction thought that after Torcon 3, we'd never see
ral at WorldCon. And Marc Schirmiester, when he read this news item, plus the inseﬁnother Canadian Worldcon again. | am
too. , that came with this issue. He has said loudij!é@sed to be wrong, and hope | may be
Sowing Dragon’s Teeth:| think we are ih4t if he's going to not win the Best Fanzine/VfoNg again in a future year. Eastern Canada
seeing a transition to “Fanning Alone.” TheHugo, he'd like Challenger to lose to a fan-has had it, and Western Canada sounds pretty
fan (not Fan) is a consumer of fannish prod irggood to me...

© zine. If blogs and websites can qualify, ) )
uct, not a participant. Dragon*Con draws My own experience when it comes to ex-

7 ) uite possible they will use their subscribers ) X )
from the media community. Yet, as reporte(f0 get on the ballot. It may an indication ofPanding the number of interests in a conven-

on a previous page of thish, once upon a timgaw old our fanzine interest is, but could it pdion is that by trying to satisfy all fans, you
the media community supported 500'pa9‘?)ossible that we'd be crowded out of the Besy¥ind up satisfying none. Each interest will
zines with a print run of over 1000. Theyfrgnzine category? feel that by giving in to others, you are failing
shifted from participants to consumers, they [We'll know soon.]] to cater to their own. | have also found that
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most people being basically lazy, somepush written SF to the side or out entirelymegacons because they would be way too
groups would rather take over an existingnuch like | detailed a couple of paragraphsnuch hassle.
con than start their own, or have others cateago, and we’d lose our own convention. A good traditional SF convention is a way
to them. | have heard of cons taken over bghould we keep to ourselves and support thi® meet people with similar interests in the
specialty groups once invited to take part byarticular interest, we will be the size wefantastic. Most of the time, these people are
an unsuspecting committee. | know of otheneed to be...if the convention goes awayery much worth talking to about other sub-
cons that are vigilant against those specialtgltogether because of a lack of interest ofects as well. It is not a chance to stand in
groups coming in and taking over...that hasidders, perhaps we should say c’est la vidine three hours and pay money to shake
been their stated intent. They won't or can’tsuch as it should be. We could fight to keefpiands with a C- or D-list celebrity who hap-
start their own con. Literary SF cons are irour annual big convention, the way manypened to get a gig in an SF movie once upon
danger not only because of reduced sales asgecial interests do, but if people can't go oma time. Feh. | will always be for the tradi-
reduced literacy, but because of predatioman't afford the expense... Increased costs dfonal SF convention that focuses on the
from others. Perhaps litcons are careful betravel, accommodation, food, etc., may alsditerature. If Mr. Resnick prefers to go to
cause we fear being overrun by the barbarkeep attendance down to those fortunate fe®ragoncon, he is perfectly free to do so. To
ans at the gate. who will be able to afford it in the future. revive an old advertising slogan, “Delta is
There are so many reasons why WorldThe average Worldcon attendee is also ageady when you are.”
cons are down in size, and you've listed mosing, and at some point, a lot of us may be The larger question is, will science fiction
of them. Thank you for being very knowl- unwilling or unable to travel. This discussionand/or science fiction fandom survive.
edgeable about the industry here. | attendedill continue as long as there are fans left to SF as a genre of literature will probably
the last few Book Expo Canada shows, as eare about it. Will there be a Worldcon intrack along with whatever happens to written
worker and as a reader, and over those thr&®25? Who will the committee be, and whatiterature in general. |1 do not keep up with
years, saw the trade show area shrink aboutill their average age be? We may not be athe field much these days, mostly because at
40% in size. Many Canadian publishers sufgood as foretelling the future as we’d like tosome point in the past it looked like the au-
fer from reduced sales, but also from in-be, but that's never stopped us before. thors had stopped writing SF and mostly
creased competition from American publish- | can judge a size of the loc it generatesoncentrated on sword-and-sorcery style
ers, so many of them have gone out of busifhree pages should tell you somethingfantasy. With any luck, there is some decent
ness. | recall there was an attempt to repladdany thanks, Mike, and while | wait for the SF being written other than the military SF
Book Expo Canada, but not even that camaext issue, | will keep checking the verysubgenre that Toni Weisskopf

about. Reed Exhibitions is a business, anthformative website. We'll see you then. manages.

will run only the shows that work. [[Is a privlege to receive such a SF fandom is another issue. Again, my
I know the origin of the name, but basethoughtful loc, Lloyd!]] current experience is very limited. But from

ball notwithstanding, if you're going to have that limited contact, it appears that fandom is

the word World in your name, you should)\. | ee Rogers graying and will die out in 10-20 years as we

expect the world to want to participate, pass off this mortal coil. There are a few

unless you're simply going to build a brick young'uns coming along, but not many. If

wall along both borders, just to keep USyike you have outdone yourself this time.they are doing anything, they might be at-
northern wetbacks from crossing the borderq¢ céurse, a 30-page con report will up thdending the anime-comics-media conven-
(There are still too many fans convinced thabagecount somewhat. Fortunately, that givegons-
they needed a passport to come to Canadgs readers some meat to chew on. The worst thing that ever happened to SF
They needed a passport to get back home, \yho would have thought that Bo Derekfandom was Star Wars. Star Trek started the
but of course, that was Anticipation’s fault.,,5,1d be a fan of Bradbury? One wonders ifPfOCess of putting SF in the mainstream, but
Huh?) The conditions for crossing the bordegy,q keeps up with the SF field in general oMr. Lucas finished the job. After his movie,
change regularly, and those changes comg just a Bradbury fan. It's hard to tell muchthere was nothing special about being a fan
from both government, but Canadian policyqm the photo, but she does appear to hav@ymore- Any female could put her hair up
is heavily influenced by American policy, aged well. (Co,me on now--we know whenliké Princess Leia and nobody would freak
and that changes with ever incident, major 0§ came out.) out. Persecution tends to make membership
minor. The two incidents at Detroit Interna- o Hertz’s Westercon report: does hdn @ group much more meaningful--ask the
tional with planes coming in from Amster- ¢,nish the pullouts or do you put them in?Christians who were fed to the lions in Ro-
dam show that the world can still be dangerThey always add just the right touch ofMan times.
ous, and those who fly will now have to re-\whimsy and seriousness to the report, almost I had never thought abolibp Catas a
duce their carry-on luggage, be patted dowWflye 2 haiku. In fact. John's writing style remake ofBilko, but Joe Major is totally
suspect-style. We will have to endure mucnends to suggest a r,-e-a-l-l-y long haiku. jfeorrect. Then again, much of Hanna-
to go to Worldcons in the future, but we will memory serves, Mr. Hertz is interested irBarbera’s output in the 50's and 60’s ripped
go. . Japanese culture. Perhaps that is why hff popular culture.The FIintston.esas the
Alex von Thorn certainly knows, as do |, reports are so distinctive and enjoyable. HoneymoonergheJetsonsas the-lintstones
that media conventions build little in the way [[The callout quotes are always selectedn the future, using a name like Yogi Bear--
of community, and for those of us who Werepy John to accent the stories in his conrelhe shows were often funny but rarely origi-
loners in our youth, having some communityport.]] nal
to bind us together, even loosely, is valuable |"45 not do much on-line fanac--mostly Mr. Docherty has taken a very sensible
to us. Part of that community is in the FUN-reading the mailing list that descended fronfPProach to the interpretation of Hugo rules.
ning of the Worldcon itself, which we would the former apa Myriad. So this was the ﬁrStAfter a few basic interpretations, let the vot-
lose if the Worldcon became Dragon*con-iy hear about Mr. Resnick’s modest propos€rs decide. If the awards are taken over by
sized. We seem to be at the size the markgjsl No, | most definitely do not want to Seethe unwashed Internet masses, so be it.
will allow, and | think that’s fine. the Worldcon end up like Dragoncon with 30 For much of fandom’s history, it was a
Allowing those other interests in WOUld-4O,OOO attendees. | specifically avoigProud and lonely thing to be a fan. Now it's
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just a lifestyle choice. Maybe it will once
again become a proud and lonely thing before
much longer.

Martin Morse Wooster

Taral Wayne's Anticipation report was highly
entertaining, and perhaps the best Worldcon
report I've read since Cheryl Morgan’s 70-
page epic analysis of Torcon Ill. (That was
the report, you recall, where Morgan main-
tained reader interest by tossing another
member of the concom into an empty elevator
shaft every 800 words.) | was pleased to learn
that Taral wore a kimono-like garment on
stage. At the time, | wondered WHY Taral
decided to wear a bathrobe, or his jammies, or
some sort of strange outfit for bedtime on
stage. Knowing that it was actually a kimono-
like garment makes me feel better...

I could well understand why publishers
wouldn’t go to Montreal. Getting stuff across
the border is a major hassle, and | could see
why publishers would want to stay in Amer-
ica. It will be interesting to see who goes to
Reno. | like the Worldcon just the way it is--
and fans should be respected for voting to
hold the convention around the world. |
would hate to see the Worldcon become a
nine-ring circus for media fans. | don’t think

sf writers would benefit from such an ar- , . . . . . ,
rangement. But then I'm just a fan, who goes - His claim to have "busted" the "myth" of  I'm not sure how much Worldcons have

to Worldcons to hang out with his fellow fen Pro presence at conventions just doesn't washin into a problem with thénage of being
and explore cities | would otherwise never” especially since he admits he doesn't knownfriendly to interests other than books, or
see. most pros by sight. | was gathering signaturewhether fixing that image would make them

As for Roger Ebert, he would have bee®" @ get-well card for Davey and had no troutarge enough to have more leverage without
an interesting guest. But | believe he has haple finding many pros we'd known for years,making them too large to be runnable (not a
major bouts of cancer which have left himand | saw many others who | recognized butrivial concern, given the long-time profes-
able to write but not speak. didn't think we had the connections to asksional staffs of Dragon*Con and Comic-Con.
Since he says later that he doesn't attend adyregional example: Boskone grew (average)
cons, | think he's talking through his hat. (cf~15% per year for well over a decade (~1975
also his "But what Worldcon doesn't haveto 1987) before being shut out of all the
problems with the elevators of one sort omplaces that could hold

Chip Hitchcock

o another?") it due to the cumulative effects of its reputa-

Taral wonders what happened to his vitual “angq g related comment on “Sowingtion as a great party convention. The re-
apartment. | can't answer for the surfaces, b, ons[sic] Teeth”: the issue of location isformed, focused Boskone has averaged a little
the supporting pipes went back to the stock§ot only who can put on the convention, butinder half the size of the more general-
of NESFA and Arisia; | discovered when | here they can find facilities. Worldcons areinterest(*) Arisia -- which is still dontrayour
started setting up for Boskone that some wagy pest 3rd-tier conventions; they're not largedescriptions of Dragon*Con and Comic-Con)
had marked sel\llera] Olf them with yellowgnqgh or expensive enough to commanda convention that people go to because their
stickies saying "ceci n'est pas une apartgpstant interest. (re expense: | know $200 fofriends go there and/or because they expect to
ment. ) ) 4-5 days sounds like a lot to people travelingneet similarly ?eccentric? people.

A few other points on his report: on their own nickel, but 10-20 years ago my

- Some spiders put out silk light enough tQyite's professional conference ran $100+ PeSam Long
carry them long distances on wind currents. Hay, including ~2 working meals per day -
suspect that they get lifted quite high in the,gte|s Jove catered meals, cf the Sheraton

thermals of a large city. Boston’s demand for $40/roomnigh i ~ -
. ght cateringy - . -
- He appears confused about the funding,, top of $160 for rooms) that drove tths been a looong time--thirty-odd years

o w
for parties; these generally don't come out o5ogton rST']f;ﬁe Imigisiocuh?gri%rﬁgre]?rn:g p?:ﬁoglac()jr tt;y
the convention budget. (The one (indirecti, 001 pid to Orlando.) IIRC, Reno was bidsee that you anile 770are still around and
exception | can think of is the discount thatyecase Portland didn't have the facilities anghriving

Worldcon presupporters get for funding bidgeattie bidders and sites could not come to '

an “ AU . .
; : | was “leafing”, if that is what one says in

expenses (e.g., parties) - but that's a tin¥greement, and San Jose was a 2nd choi ’ i

fraction of the membership cost.) g , fife e-world, through recent entriesFite 770

because San Francisco wasn't doable in 2002t the website and | came across the Decem-
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ber 31, 2009 entry “Crime and Punishment’of the missile is a little strange, even in aticipation card included. And | loved his
in which theWeekly World Newsabloid was cartoon. Or maybe not, given that the Acmevirtual apartment! What a fantastic idea! |
mentioned. And that’'s what prompts me tdogo could be on the other side. Taral's backlso admire the people who created it. And,
LoC. cover looks as if an experiment with shadingas always, the people who put the con to-
Back in the late ‘70s | read a novel bydidn't quite come off, so that it is a little be-gether, though it sounds like they could have
James Hogan|nherit the Starsin which low his usual standard, though on page 2@ut back on the programming, but | can un-
modern astronauts find a 50,000-year-oldis tipped-in badge for Anticipation is excel-derstand their wanting to utilize all the op-
human skeleton on the moon in a space suint. A minor quibble, my cartoon on page 4portunities they had. | enjoyed all the con
not of modern earth manufacture. (Thes duplicated on page 53, almost but not quitphotos too, and | think it's neat that Taral got
cover of the original paperback shows thento the next issue where no one would havéo use his speech ifle 77Q That's an op-

discovery; see the Amazon.com entry for thesaid anything. portunity most people don't get.
book.) Not so very long after that, | saw at If you check out the WSFA website, you
the local supermarket a copy of tiiéeekly will see that at the first Friday meeting in We Also Heard From

World Newswith a headline something like December Lee Strong, the club president,
“Corpse Found on Moon,” with an obviously resigned along with the treasurer and one of
faked photo purporting to be of the body, andhe three trustees. Without going into the fanghop Stewart: Well, it wasn't a typo[[The
an article about it. With some embarrasspolitical dispute involved, from what Lee « i, Bhob, that is.]] When | was in college
ment | bought a copy (I like to say at thistold me it sounds like WSFA is morphing | 4iq a weekly cartoon for the campus news-
point that | put a paper bag over my head sGom a social club into a con committee, aper. One day | decided to change my sig-
that | couldn’t be identified and mocked aswhose sole reason for being is to put on thaature on the cartoons. | recalled the fannish
“the guy who bought &WN" but | didn’'t,  Capclave. Since committee reports tend to bgy» 5nd added it in my signature. When |
really), and sent it to Hogan with a note sayboring, inflicting them on the club member- |5iar did fanzine drawings in 1960, the NY
ing "How did you know?" | got back from ship as a committee of the whole does nofyng just began using the signature as my
him a nice letter thanking me and telling meappear to be a good way to entice new meny;me.
that he’'d got a good chuckle out of the arti-bers. Lee also said that this year's Capclave
cle, which he had not been aware until | sentnade $48, after the hotel forgave severajohn Mansfield: Do you realize that you are
it to him. (He was living in Ireland at the hundred in charges. the only publication that stated that WHC
time, if | remember correctly.) What else? We enjoydthe Princess and 5409 ever happened??

On the subject of “How did you know”, | the Frogwhich had an excellent book with
wonder how, back about 1960, when he wastrong characterization and a lovely New ,
writing Stranger in a Strange Landdid Orleans setting, circa 1920. Letterhacks’ Addresses
Heinlein know that, 20 years later, there [[We'll see that eventually. Just now we're
would be an amiable, unintellectual Chiefwatching the DVD of UP now again, we like
Executive in power whose wife consultedit so much. Even made it the theme of SiDavid Axler, E-mail: DaveAxler@aol.com

astrologers. erra's 8th birthday party.]] Brad W Foster, P.O. Box 165246, Irving, TX
Another time, back in the ‘80s, | think it 75016; E-mail: bwfoster@juno.com

was, | was leafing through a mail-order cata] @@ Strong Chip Hitchcock, E-mail:

log of kitchen equipment and saw a juicer cjhi@newcastle2.com

which reminded me irresistibly of the tripod Jerry Kaufman, P.O. Box 25075, Seattle,

robotoid beings in Clarke’'Bendezvous with | g | ee Strong, a member of the Washing- WA 98165 . _

Rama | clipped out the illo and sent it t0 155 Science Fiction Association (WSFA). |~ndre Lieven, Email: andrelieven@yahoo.ca
ACC with a note to that effect, and got backyoyq fike to submit the following letter of Sam Long, 1:’?38 Cr.e.stwew Dr., Springfield
an amused thank-you note from him. Youeomment for The Fanivore section of the, - 82702; Emailgunputty@comcast.net
can see \./vhatll mean becausg thg juicer ifayt "File 770" Jose_ph.T Major, 1409 Christy Ave.nu.e, Lou-
9uest|9n is still avallabllye. on line; just put "During the First Friday in December !SVIlle., KY 40204-2040; E-mail: jtma-
Alessi lemon squeezer” in your search eNyeeting, 4 December 2009, | announced m jor@iglou.com o

gine. And a follow-up to that: | remember regignation as President of the Washingtorionn Mansfield, E-mail: pgh@mts.net
seeing in some consumer magazine -- coulgcience Fiction Association (WSFA). | did Lloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd".EtOb'COKe’
it have beerConsumer Reporfs-- a review his 1o allow others the chance to lead the ~ON M9C 2B2 Canada; E-mail: pen-

of sgyeral dllfferer.]t makes of citrus squeeZgh in directions and ways more congenia‘vl .neys@allstream.net o
ersfjuicers, including the Alessi one. They, jts membership than my vision for the clubV & ' Rengstorff, P.O. Box 2285, Kihei, HI
Alessi one §cored near the top on St”k'ng'evidently Was. 96753 .

ness.of QeS|gn, but at or near the b9ttom for w ask that everyone give their best supM' Lee Rogers, E-mail:

practicality, ease of use, and money's-worthy, ot 15 president Judy Newton and the other Meerog@belisouth.net

It was better as a piece of sculpture than asficers old and new. /s/ Lee Strong, WSFAN arrell Schweitzer, E-mail: dar-

way to make orange juice. since 1980" rells@comcast.net
. . Robert Silverberg,
Thank you for your time and attention. .
i 1l Email:ragberg@attglobal.net
Alexis Gilliland ; ;
. Joy V. Smith, E-mail: Pagadan@aol.com
Joy V. Smith Bhob Stewart, E-mail: bhob2@earthlink.net

Thank you forFFile 770:157which arrived on Lee strong, E-mail: IeeleS@yerlzon.net
Martin Morse Wooster, E-mail:

or about the first night of Chanukah. The  Thanks for the con reports, though, of mmwooster@yahoo.com

Brianne Wu cover was nicely done, suggestyorse, Taral Wayne’s Worldcon report was

ing non-specific comic bookish influences, onic1 and it iftv having th tual An-
though that pair of chainsaws as the warheadplc' nd 1twas nifty having the actual An
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