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Editorial Notes by Mike Glyer

My deepest thanks go out to everybody who
supportedFile 770 for the Best Fanzine
Hugo. It's very much an honor to win, and a
pleasure to know fans like what
they're reading here.

And it was great to experience that mo-
ment together with Diana. I'd have loved for
her book to win, too -The Company They
Keepwas up for Best Related Book -- but we
were happy so many people at Denvention 3
came up to tell her they enjoyed and had
voted for it.

Free Electronic Hugo Nominees Are
Expensive! I've been laughing quietly at
myself about this since Westercon. The joke
is on me, and I'm ready to confess.

Even if it's supposed to be good market-
ing, fans are tempted to feel like they've put
one over on the universe when somebody
gives them free electronic copies of four
Hugo-nominated novels. | do, anyway. |
thought: How great is this, I'm saving fifty

or sixty bucks, and the most convenient plaﬁ%heer Terror”

to have the text is on my computer.
| felt so confident about getting everythin
read before the voting deadline that | tol

is Alan White's cap-

tion for this photo taken me at the
%as Vegas Westercon.

Kathryn Daugherty she could put me on a

spend any more hours in front of the machine
reading these novels.

On the other hand, there were times |
needed to wait for a doctor's appointment,
or watch my daughter play at the park, when
it would be very easy to pass the time read-
ing a book.

So with the Hugo deadline bearing down,
and not wanting to embarrass myself in front
of Kathryn Daugherty and Chris Garcia on
our panel at Westercon, | bought copies of
all five nominated novels and read them.
And had a great time discussing them at
Westercon.

Jerry Pournelle wrote last year that “Eric
Flint of Baen Books has looked at this
closely, and [and he finds no] harm comes
from electronic publication of a book avail-
able in print...if there is an effect it is proba-
bly positive: that is, someone begins to read
a work of fiction (authorized or pirated, it
makes no difference) and may well be influ-
enced to go buy a copy. We know that hap-
pens because people tell us so.” Now I'm
one of the statistics, and | still can't really
explain it.

How could this have happened to me, an

panel at Westercon to discuss all the Hugpeeded all my time in front of the com-experienced, canny fan? After | worked the

nominees.

puter to do my work, or complete the newuniverse for four free novels? I'm melting,

Then as weeks slipped by, | found that File 770 And | didn't really want to melting.....

Scotty and Gordo Get Only
Halfway to Heaven
The Explorers Flight mission carrying the

ashes ofStar Trekactor James Doohan, as-
tronaut Gordon Cooper and 206 others who

Cl

paid to have their remains shot into space,
failed to reach orbit after launch on Aug. 2.

essfully launched into space.

Court Divides Norton Estate

JTwo heirs of Andre Norton’s estate went t
court over the rights to 130 of her books with

joined those of Gene Roddenberry, Timothysigned in the will.
Leary and Eugene Shoemaker, already suc- Stewart argued that the will intended for

her, not Horadam, to get the royalty income
from any works published before Norton
died. Horadam asked judges to provide an

ointerpretation of “posthumous publication.”

In the end, Tennessee’s Court of Appeals

After the main engine shut down andOYalty income worth perhaps $70,000Ju'id tEat S:)elzyvsrtdvxéou!d c'?lntrol Fownght;
when the first and second stages should haw0,000 annually. , tot 0 sltpu ;S e;h |rnng t ortk;)nt SHI y gn
separated, a fuel leak in the engine chamber Norton had left Dr. Victor Horadam “the g° lré)yat 58 1 It y reprlnsl;(, ub|~ (;]rad ?m
caused the two stages to bump together. As'@Yalties from all posthumous publication of";’]ouf, retain rc;%/a ;]es 3” Wr?r S published tor
result, all was lost. any of my works.” Sue Stewart, Norton's € |kr]st time a ?r er ?atd'.d . |

Fans had waited several years for th§aretaker atthe end of her life, was named as T chl,”t of Appeals did affirm a lower
tulfilment of Doohams wish to have the beneficiary of the “residuary clause” — allcoU't decision removing Sue Stewart as ex-
his ashes orbited. His ashes would hay@ther property or money not explicitly as- ecutrix of the Norton estate in favor of an

independent third party.
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News of Fandom

Fans Present at Tennessee
Church Shooting

Fans and their family members were

among the congregants at a West Knox-
ville, Tennessee church on July 27 when a
man opened fire. They escaped unharmed,
but the gunman killed two people and

wounded half a dozen others.

Curt Phillips knew five people from
Knoxville fandom who were seated to-
gether in a pew directly in front of one of
the critically injured gunshot victims.

Debbie Hughes reported additional de-
tails online: “Our close friends Jamie
Parkey, Amy Broyles and their children
were there, Chloie Airoldi the mom of
Jamie was there and Amira Parkey -
Daughter of Jamie and the late Maia Plasil
was there as well. None of them were hurt.
Jamie was also one of the men who wres-
tled the gunman to the ground after he
shoved his mom and his middle daughter
under the pew. Amy was in the crying
room with her youngest daughter and was
shielded by glass from most of the gun-
fire.”

Chloie Airoldi, is a long time Knoxville
fan and an organizer of the Knoxville Area
Science Fiction Association.

Keep Watching for
Keep Watching the Skies

A new edition of LA fan Bill Warren's
Keep Watching the Skjethe definitive
book about science fiction movies made in
the 1950s, is on the way. Bill has turned in
the 750,000-word manuscript, along with
seven pounds of photos, and illustrations
by Frank Dietz. Howard Waldrop wrote
the introduction. Bill explains how he
became acquainted with Waldrop:

“'ve never met Howard, and only
talked to him on the phone twice (once the
day before his surgery), but years back he
wrote me a fan letter regardingeep
Watching the SkiesThis was about the
time | heard of his Howard Waldrop’s
Condensed Cream of 1950s Science Fic-
tion Movies presentation at a convention
in, | think, Denver. He acted out key
scenes from a lot of the movies. For 3-D
movies, he hid under the table and threw
wadded-up paper at the audiendéhat
guy | decided I just had to know. So we
started exchanging letters, beginning when
he was in Texas, continuing on through his
fly-fishing sojourn in Washington (state),
then when he returned to Texas.

“He wrote a story about the kids from

1950s SF movies — the boy befriended by
GUFF under glass with all the pages blown up andlaatu, the kid menaced by Martians lim
Sue Ann Barber and Trevor Clark won thedisplayed behind it. Just thought you'd like tovaders From Mars Tobor the Great's pal
2009 GUFF race (Get Up Fan Fund, this tim&now that it was aeally nice thing you did Gadge, etc. — and dedicated it to William
around). They will attend the UK Easterconand it was genuinely appreciated. Last persofichallert, Joe Dante and me.”

in April. They edged Alisa Krasnostein andt0 sign it was Buzz [Aldrin]...”

Norah Ding (aged “almost two”, with her ~ Yvonne’s reaction was, “'m so touched TAFF
mother). Voting ended November 24, withby this... really...I was not expecting this.”  vioting has opened for the 2009 Trans-
the pair receiving 88 of the 118 ballots cast. Atlantic Fan Fund and continues until April
Wombat in Financial Times 18. Steve Green and Tom Womack are stand-
Clarke Condolence That globetrotting Wombat, jan howarding for TAFF, the winner to attend Anticipa-
Book Delivered finder, was mentioned irFinancial Times tion, next year's Worldcon in Montreal.

columnist Michael Skapinker's July 22 piece  Steve Green has a long history as a fanzine
raising Tourism Australia’s new advertisingpublisher and con organizer. He's been a
mpaign. regular columnist forThe Drink Tank He
Comparing it with New Zealand’s at-recently revived the newzin€ritical Wave
empts to capitalize omord of the Rings which he co-edits with Martin Tudor. His
kapinker wrote: nominators are Randy Byers, Lloyd and
. : . “People who visit a country purely be-Yvonne Penney, Mark Plummer, Martin Tu-
Books publisher Rob Godwin took it to S8V cause thpey have seen a film ten)(/j tF()) beilightlgior and Peter Weston.
eral space conferences. . unusual. One Tolkien-obsessed US visitor to  Tom Womack is a veteran of fandom on
Fred Clarke now has the book. Godwir,, Zealand, jan howard finder (“all lower Usenet who focuses his efforts these days on
spoke with P'm by phone and reported badéase, like e.e. cummings”), told The Newfivemack.livejournal.com. His nominators are
to Yvonne: “He got the book and was genu~ . 'rimes in 2004 that part of the joy of aliz Batty, Clare Boothby, Vicki Rosenzweig,

inely thrilled to receive it. | wrote a blurb in | of the Ringgrip was traveling with ‘15 Alison Scott and Geri Sullivan.
the front explaining that it was started by you.

Anyway, he just told me that the local townOther nut cases:.

i h finall d to aive hi Yes, a blind squirrel occasionally finds a
council have finally agréed 1o give nim a, . \yhije a wide-eyed Wombat finds many
building to put in an Arthur C. Clarke mu- more
seum and the book will be going on display [S.ource' Martin Morse Wooster.]

After the sudden death of Sir Arthur C.
Clarke last spring, Yvonne Penney created
book of condolences to be sent to the Clarke
family and circulated it at conventions for
fans to sign. The Penneys brought it to A
Astra and at Corflu Silver. Then, Apogee
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“Let me make this absolutely clear. Forry Len’s wife June had contributed a 1972
is not willing to hurt himself to make a quick photo of Len for the cover of APA-L 2271
exit. He's just unwilling or desiring to get last Thursday, so | used that. APA-L has
better. He's made the choice to bide his timbeen published every week for only 44 years.
until he goes to sleep and doesn't wake up. The photo was from Westercon XXV
He's not ill with infection anymore but he haswhere Len was Fan Guest of Honor. It shows
been diagnosed with congestive heart failurélorrible Old Roy Tackett, Len as the clown
which is in early stages. His body is weakenPike Pickens, Stan Woolston, and in back
ing and he doesn't walk anymore. Dan Alderson. After Ray, | went over to
“For everyone's peace of mind, pleas&orry's so he could sign it. A nurse’s aide let
don't give weight to reports from others whome in.
may pop in and visit Forry only periodically.  Forry said “I've always enjoyed you over
I am at his side (along with caregiver Dolly,the years,” which | told him was mutual. |
close pal Pam Keesey and Earl) every datook the card to Len’s party and confessed it
from the moment he wakes up until the mowas another ruse to dodge the no-presents
ment he goes to bed. All of us who are caringule. At his 80th it had been a balloon.
for him are trying to get him to hang around
as long as possible without disobeying his

wishes for no medical intervention.” Len Moffatt in EQMM

While fans mounted vigil, Ray Bradbury| ¢ wMoffat's poem “What a Friend We Have
. proactively announced he would host Ackery, gherlock” appeared in the November issue
Forry Ackerman in 2003. Photo man's 92nd birthday party at Mystery & Ellery Queen Mystery Magazindt's

appeared in the Los Angeles Times. Imagination Bookshop in Glendale on No-;pout Holmes's alleged relationship with
vember 22. Though it was known Ackermanane Adler.
would be too ill to attend, Ackerman did The November issue is apparently off
Ackerman Severely llI enjoy the phone call he received from thegale put electronic texts are available from
Forrest J Ackerman is battling pneumoniaparty' (See John Hertz' report below.) several online services.
and congestive heart failure. He was hospi

talized in late October, then returned home . Elliot Shorter Making Progress
just before Halloween. Close friends believe A Very Merry Unblrthday Elliot Shorter's condition has improved a lot
he does not have long to live, although they by John Hertz since the last issue 6ile 770. In early May

guessed rightly that he would respond to a

he'd just had a foot amputated and was suf-
outpouring of cards and letters. At this writ-

t}he birthday party for Forry Ackerman thatfering total kidney failure. He was comatose

ing, you can send one of your own — the’® Bradbury hosted on Saturday, Novem: . ) :
ac?dré,ss < Forrest J Ackermyan, 4511 Russder 22nd, at Bookfellows (also called Mys-'n an intensive care unit, and based on what

Ave. Los Angeles, CA 90027, (1Y & Imagination bookshop) in Glendaler St B CUReR 36 B I LE0, (RS
When premature death reports hit thdvas full of people, books, a cake, Ray, j_< g '

. . i ! '
internet in early November, Forry's assistanwiiLeerg'ghaggr? %agztncﬁg Vva)nacllgwrcl)\iﬁvge?rc]) Wgﬁi;gnhﬁdhgxﬁn;hgﬁgsgél’\tlr?e\ivra?s/,seglt?nng;
Joe Moe issued a statement: ber 24th ’ y Y. well — he even voted by mail in the presiden-

|_ .

“As I've said before, Forry gleefully re . tial election.
: : . We sang Happy Birthday to Forry by .
ishes the early obits and other stuff. But it's hone, for which he thanked us from his . When Mike Walsh and Elspeth Kovar

important that friends and fans dont sufferl® - ) . ~visited Shorter on September 18 they discov-
distress from false reports and mere opinf'O™Me. the mini-Ackermansion. He is physi-o o4 "o i good spirits. He's been hear-

; ally weak but his mind is sharp. ; \ .
Lgnriéljﬁgtet?]téy,éor: exgmhple, someone Wfpté: The cake was chocolate. It had a bié,cg from folks he hasn't heard from in ...

yd heard that Forry is Starvm%hoto of Forry in a blazer with his First Fan- ell, decades. High school friends even.
himself to death." That is completely UN- y

: : e _dom badge, and a big photo-montage of T
stll':]z Zogr)(/;hh(?kselsns\r/ﬁgrs]lnr?edtl;‘iflecsulg ig?lo(nonsters. Ray spoke eloguently. So did Fred Duarte Hospitalized

: ; : ' - George Clayton Johnson and other friends. Fred Duarte, suffering breathing problems,
and lots of water and doing s best to get  _ That night was a smal unbirthday parywes taken off s return fight flom the
down For another member of First Fandom, LenWorld Fantasy Con. Fred was hospitalized in
' Moffatt, who Calgary, where he was diagnosed with dou-
was only 85 ble pneumonia, and type two diabetes.
on Thursday,

November Mike Glicksohn Surgery

20th. | asked Mike Glicksohn’s letter of comment in the
Ray if he'd july issue of theNASFA Shuttlerevealed
like to sign a that on June 2 he had another cytoscopy, and
card for Len, was still awaiting the results. Then on June 4,
and he said doctors removed his gall bladder, a major
certainly, so | surgery: “Spent four days in the hospital and
went  across apparently it takes six weeks for the nine-

the street and inch chest incision to heal up. | am coping.”
made one at a
Tackett, Moffatt, Woolston, Alderson at L.A.Con I, 1972.  ¢opy shop.
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International Mystery Revives Investigation into IRa’ Disappearance

(Above) Linda Mayfield and John Sohus in the 1980s. (Below) “Clark Rockefeller” in jail.

After Clark Rockefeller was arrested in July
for abducting his 7-year-old daughter, au-
thorities discovered he was an impostor with
multiple identifies. One of them, Christopher
Chichester, has long been sought as a “person
of interest” in the 1985 disappearance and
apparent murder of LASFS members Linda
Mayfield and her husband John Sohus.
“Rockefeller's” identity ultimately proved to
be Chirstian Karl Gerhartsreiter, born in West
Germany in 1961.

At the time the couple went missing,
Chichester was living in a converted garage
on the Sohuses’ property. He disappeared

alive and his father died of natural causes a
few years ago.)

Gerhartsreiter, aka Rockefeller, has been
denied bail and will be in jail indefinitely.
When his attorney asked Suffolk Superior
Judge D. Lloyd Macdonald to lower the $50
million bail set by another magistrate, the
judge answered: “Before me is somebody
who by his life appears to have demonstrated
a capacity -- a very ingenious capacity -- to
transform himself and to maneuver his way
around this country and the world through
deception and the exercise of obviously pow-
erful intelligence.”

before investigators could locate him. ment satellite program, but couldn’t say more Just before Labor Day weekend, with TV
In 1994, workers digging a pool in theand quickly hung up. And then the newlywedhelicopters hovering overhead, authorities

backyard of the home discovered human resouple vanished.

returned for an intensive search of the prop-

mains in three plastic bags, presumed to be The New YorkTimesinterviewed people erty where John Sohus and Linda Mayfield
those of John Sohus, although that has nevabout “Rockefeller” in the exclusive commu- were living in 1985, a home then belonging to

been shown conclusively. Neither Lindanity where he had lived with his family:
“In the understated town of Cornish, N.H.,and ground-penetrating radar, search-

Mayfield Sohus nor her remains have been

John’s mother. Using cadaver-sniffing dogs

located. where it is considered bad form to exhibiters commenced work on Friday, having

Linda Mayfield did fan art under the nameyour wealth, the man calling himself Clarkwaited until the start of the holiday week-
“Cody.” Perhaps the last person to hear fronRockefeller was driven around in an armoreend in an ill-fated attempt to minimize the
her in 1985 was an unnamed Northern Caliblack Cadillac with bulletproof windows. He disruption of life in the upscale San Marino
fornia art collector. He told the Pasad&tar  affected silk ascots and bragged that when iteighborhood. No discoveries were an-
Newsthat he placed a phone call to ask hecame to acquiring property, he could outbidhounced.

about a painting he’d commissioned, probaanyone. He said that Helmut Kohl and Brit-
bly just a few hours before she disappearechey Spears were coming to dinner....
“Among the autobiographical details hestrange coincidence — it happened in the Sher-

The Pasaden&tar Newsreported on August

LA County Sheriff's detectives’ passion
for solving the crime may be driven by a

16: reportedly told various people at variousiff's old neighborhood. Sheriff Lee Baca
“She basically said, ‘I'm sorry | didn’t get times: his parents had been kidnapped inecently described the 23-year-old missing

back to you,” the art connoisseur recalledSouth America and he needed to pay ransorpersons case of John and Linda Sohus as “too

“Things are just kind of crazy here. My hus-he and his friends were “Star Trek” groupiesmportant to go unsolved,” Baca was living a

band's gotten a job offer in New York and itwho conversed in Klingon; a private chefblock away from the Sohuses on Lorain Road

looks like I'm going to have to move right made four-course meals for his dogs; and hat the time of the disappearance.

away and I'm just running around like crazy.” became mute as a child for 10 years because

Linda told the collector that her husband hade was distraught at the death of his parents

taken a classified job working on a govern-in a car crash. (In truth, his mother is still
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Lasting Impressions: News from the World of Fanzines

Corflu Fifty Picks Curt Phillips 1t raise money for the con. Says Byers, “HéMuphry's Law implies John sometimes
Curt Phillips is the winner of the Corflu Fifty s many rare and fascinating items for salenade copyediting mistakes — he’s such a
fan fund. The fund will allow Phillips to including books, fanzines, and magazinespolished writer | find that almost beyond
go Corflu Zed in Seattle next year.

Search for the character string ‘Corflu Zed'belief.

Curt has an array of interests, the mos¥? €Bay to find these items. Any support _ o
dramatic being his participation in historical Would be greatly appreciated! Nice Distinctions #17
re-enactments. _ Corflu Zed Membership rates are: Attend-arhr Hiavaty carries omNice Distinctions
The Corflu Fifty fund is an outgrowth of INg (includes banquet): $65 US, £35 UK andy1 7 in the witty, intelligent tone that you go
the one-shot funds to bring Bruce GillespieEUropean; Supporting (receives special puly, fannish parties hoping to find. But parties
and William Breiding to Corflu Titanium in lication): $20 US, £10 UK. are hit-and-miss affairs, while Hlavaty never
2004 and Harry Bell to Corflu Quire in 2006, YS Mailing address: Corflu Zed, c/o S.gisappoints.
Then Andrew Porter proposed making this g °MPkins, P.O. Box 25075, Seattle, WA Hiayaty is a skilled practitioner of “idea-
regular tradition, to be funded by a group of?8165. Checks payable to Denys Howard. — rinning » Tom Digby's term for applying
fans commited to donate $25 dollars. UK Mailing address: Post to Claire Bri- rigorous Campbellian logic to twist an idea
The Corflu Fifty supported Steve andl€y. 59 Shirley Rd., Croydon, Surrey, CROp 5 fannishly amusing direction. Short ex-
Elaine Stiles’ trip to Corflu Silver in Las /ES: Checks payable to Claire Brialey. amples are often the best, like this one in
Vegas this year. Randy Byers says the name Hotel Deca, 4507 Brooklyn Ave NE, isqe #17:
Corflu Fifty reflects how many contributors S€attle, WA 98105. Room rates: $129  1hat would be a weird job: texting copy-
they want to have, versus the 25 they alreadg('ng/dbl)' $159 for Junior Suites. Mention ggitor. “Spell out ‘you’ again and u r fired.”
have. Interested fans can contact Rich CoafOrflu 26 to get these rates. Reservaayays interesting are Hlavaty's verbal
tions: 206-628-2391 snapshots of the annual International Confer-
ence on the Fantastic in the Arts. He commu-
Corflu Zed Bangsund’s Law nicates contagious enjoyment of everything
Corflu Zed will be in Seattle over the March EVery time I leap into a Smofs list debate, ofrom scholarly insights to new juxtapositions
13-15, 2009 weekend at the Hotel Deca. Th&€t into any kind of e-mail argument, | canof quirky ideas. He even shares my fascina-
hotel is in the University District. Randy count on making invisible typos that tion with Philip K. Dick's posthumous liter-
Byers says it's “a lovely old art deco hote|Will erupt from the screen as if written in ary ascent. (Though he’s unlikely to share
that was built in 1931, around the same timdetters of fire the moment my message hitsny feeling that this is the mundane world’s
that the first fanzines were being puinshethe list. revenge on sf writers who took an optimistic
The consuite will be on the top floor of the | just learned recently that a subset of thisiew of the future.)
building, with wonderful panoramic views of experience is so widespread it has inspired Hlavaty also makes many brief comments
the city.” Muphry’'s Law, an adage that states that “ifor entertaining connections from the political
Corflu's first progress reportAmaZed YOU Writg anything griticizing editing or news of the day. | haven't found it necessary
and CorfluZed #1is available at eFanzines. proofreading, there will be a fault of someto dwell in Hlavaty's end of the political
Along with all the crucial information about kind in what you have written.” spectrum to enjoy his mind-stretching word-
the con, it features an exhortation by John Muphry's Law was invented by Johnplay: | expect those who do will find it all the
Hertz and a reprint of an article Wally WeberBangsund, the great Australian fan writer, irmore delicious.
wrote in 1960. 1992. While it is easy to imagine Bangsund You can findNice Distinctions#17 on
Andy Hooper is running auctions on eBaeriting something of worldwide interest, eFanzines.com.

at richcoad@comcast.net

Taral Wins 2008 Rotsler Award

Toronto-area artist Taral Wayne has won the Rotsleardyngiven annually for long-time artis-
tic achievement in amateur publications of the scieit®rf community. Established in 1998
it carries an honorarium of US$300.

The award will be formally announced on Saturday, Nbezr@9, 2008, at the Los Angeles
local science fiction convention "Loscon”, held everyryeger the U.S. Thanksgiving Day]
weekend.

Taral's work is by turns serious, sexy, and satingéth a fluent line and strong composition|
At home with space equipment and strange creatures, he seadralving anthropomorphic
animals long before most in North America had heard ehamr manga.

The Rotsler Award is sponsored by the SoutherrioBat Institute for Fan Interests, a nont
profit corporation, which in 2006 hosted the 63rd World S&dfiction Convention. The award
is named for the late Bill Rotsler, a talented andificalrtist over many years. Current judge
are Mike Glyer, John Hertz, and Claire Brialey.

The 2008 Loscon [www.loscon.org] will be the 35th. Ahikit honoring Taral's work will
be in the Art Show. For more about the Rotsler Awardt, wisw.scifiinc.org/rotsler/.

Taral will be the Fan Guest of Honor at the 2009It¢on in Montreal.

vl
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Living as a freelance atrtist is a satisfyin~ movie stars, gods, warriors, millionaires,
life, full of self actualization and spiritu. cops, cowboys, cavemen, talking cats, ro-
fulfillment. bots, aliens... anyone you like! I'm a very

Of course, you have to learn to do w imaginative guy, and have any number of
out the little things most people take close, loving friends.
granted. Like clothes you haven't patcl Still, there could be improvements in
several times, and isn't several years be your relations with other people. The ones
the fashions. Like never seeing a mc who have a pulse. For one thing, as Rodney
until it's at Wal-Mart, in the $5.98 bii Dangerfield said, you don’t get no respect.
years after everyone else has seen it A priest, a rabbi, and a minister have no job
stopped talking about it. Like eating and no money either, but no one holds it
home every night of the year, and mer against them. They have a calling. You're a
rizing the instructions of KD dinner pac bum. Unless of course you get famous and
ages down to the last Biphenylate Phuk make a fortune. Then you're “my son the
preservative. Like taking aspirin instead artist” or “my neighbor the artist”. But
making an appointment with a dentist. L unless you photograph naked men in
disconnecting the phone when behind leather halters, or carve polar bears during
your credit card payments, and get fed the long arctic nights, there’s no hope of
with the recorded messages. Like get getting rich or famous. You may as well get
only the two local channels and some fu used to the idea that your parents will go to
signals from PBS because you don't h their grave knowing you never made good
cable. in life.

You'll encounter mainly two reactio The overwhelming sense of personal
to your carefree lifestyle. failure doesn’'t get much easier to bear

On the one hand people will envy yt when you learn of the rare artist who beats
freedom and independence. the odds. There is no probability at all that

On the other, people who've hear an artist the world has taken to its heart will
little too much from you about the price of produce work you would admire, or hang
that freedom and independence will tell youyour friends assume you don’t enjoy movieson your own wall. Far more likely that pres-
"get a job." or eating out, or hockey games, and stop askigious award, or $20,000 grant, was given to

I think that's the true measure of the valuéng you to come along. Then you start askingno-talent jerk for pelting a barn door with
of your art. When it comes to principle, art isyourself if you ever really had any friends.  eggs. Or maybe for exhibiting a set of cheap
priceless. But when the chips are down and But you get used to that. In time you starkitchenware nailed to a table top. Something
you stray into dubious social theory by sug-making friends on television. They're thereyou could do in your sleep if you had imag-
gesting subsidies for the arts, or complairfor you, any hour of the day. Just turn on théned anyone would call crap like that “art”.
about the bourgeois taste of the public... irset. There’s Wilma and Fred — they're usually Meanwhile, what ofour art? When you
other words, when you ask most people to puiome all day. You can always have a fewdie, what happens to it? Should you will it to
money where their mouth is, the answer youaughs behind Archie Bunker's back. Want ayour hometown art museum? Will your heirs
get is you should find geal job. Why should night out with the boys, then why not drop insell it to a major collector? Will $80 coffee
you be spared the daily grind, they now askat Cheers? You can tune in on the zany crefable books be published of your career?
What makes you think talent, skill, and dedi-at WKRP, or lend a helping hand at theDon’'t be silly. It isn't as though you had
cation make you better than other people4077". MASH. In the zone? Why not stay up dropped balloons of paint from a roof, or
huh? Get a job, and if you have time after{ate and hear a few cases on Night Court? Gzomething gutsy and progressive like that —
ward you can create masterpieces then. if you're in the mood to stroll down memory cartoon animals and drawings of space ships

Life as an artist is lonely at times. Whenlane, maybe Bogart will see the makings of asn't Art. It's illustration, don’t you know?.
your friends are at the Red Lobster, or havéine friendship in Claude Rains again tonight. Or worse, comic books. Whatever it was you
gone to seélarry Potter and Masters of Wall Of course, those afBV friends. Theyre wasted your life doing, odds on it will be
Street,you're at home feeling out of sorts. not real. When the chips are down, where arthrown out by your family or widow. For that
Actually, you're feeling short of funds, but they? Living it up with some other lonely matter, can you give one good reason why the
that's not what you like saying, time aftersoul, while you gaze in despair at the darktrash won't be where it belongs?
time, so you become inventive with excusesened tube, wishing you'd paid the cable bill No... nolcan't.

When everyone you know is at a con having énstead of buying food for the cat. Fortu- Yet, you know... For all that, as bad as it
good time, you go on the internet, hopingnately, you're an artist — you can make uggets, and as heartbreaking as the inevitable
someone will send you e-mail telling youreal friends. Spies, elves, superheroes, deteend must be...

what a swell time they're having. Eventuallytives, kings, princesses, jungle explorers, |can'timagine another life.
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Diana Glyer and Wil Vaus promote their books to an enthusiastic audience of C.S. Lewis fans, including a group
of high school students in Narnian costumes.

Diana Speaks at Oxbridge 2008 edition of thePrince CaspiarDVD, aimed at Proulx’s Sunburst is the first winner in the
Diana flew to England in late July to partici-teaCherS who want to use the movie in th@ew separate category for young adult specu-
pate in “Oxbridge 2008.” Every three years classroom. They interviewed her for twolative fiction.

the C. S. Lewis Foundation takes a group t§ours. and Diana found things going so well _ o
spend a week at Oxford and a week at Canjhat at times the crew forgot the script and Connie Willis’ Turn

bridge hearing from Christian thinkers about?ecame totally caught up in what they were i «nA no-an on Denver”

a variety of topics, viewed through the prismt@/king about. The camera man and make-upNeW Hat” is Connie Willis's entry in the

of C. S. Lewis's writing. Diana accepted artist told her they wanted to go back to, " | -y
their invitation to speak ?at a plenary segsioﬁ‘ChOOI because it was all so interesting. Dozen on Denver” series running in the

; :nRocky Mountain News:
and lead two workshops, from July 28 to In August, the Mythopoeic Scholarship™""% X .
August 8. P y Award in Inklings Studies was presented to'entIOf ‘Eool:/\rlsb?) rs]ozta,n dK%rlj?ass(?NeS?e;do;Tp?r;
Diana's plenary address tiled “C.s.The Company They Keep: C.S. Lewis anﬂ]e O)Id days Ii/’s 1924. Denver’s a mo)cllern
i ; iy J.R.R. Tolkien as Writers in Community YS. :
Lewis and the Algebra of Friendship” ex-+:! i . . metropolis now.”
plored Lewis's use of Charles Lamb's ideaDian@ Paviac Glyer; appendix by David

I~ , > .~ “Bratman, at Mythcon 39 in Connecticut. Itis  El€ven of the stories were commissioned
:)hat Olt” zlat?ll.ltyéohlfnow people is multiplied vt by the paper from Willis, and other estab-
y mutual friendships.

the highest distinction given in that field Ofl' hed wri hile th fth will b )
Oxbridge featured many acclaimed speakdtudy- o o eb v;/rrllters., o |eft N twet tWI de \'I|v|n(tj- ;
ers. The other morning plenary speaker on The book IS enjoying enough success thé?”t Dy . W|fntr;]erfot . cc_)rnhes ’ t?]n th o
the day Diana spoke was Francis CollinsKent State University Press issued a papeP!® eiﬂvero. defu ur::-r.] 16328 torsths ones
leader of the Human Genome Project. SomBack edition in October. Diana launched thé©Ver Z perio rr]om € S | 0 the phr.e'
others on the schedule were authors PhilipaPerback at a special event at Mystery anﬁint’t?r? fwere (t:hotsen éo trﬁvegt sorr]net:t.tlng
Yancey and Michael WardP{anet Narnia. magination Bookstore in Glendale, CA,?dou Se orl(\fgs ?.ma e Efl th ﬁj |b|s
Diana loved having another chance td&aming up with Will VausThe Professor of O,gy'b ptea Ingd.;) lror?y, Wta tS O# €
visit the town that's central to the history of Narmia) for a Lewis-themed evening. Over S8l & out iy O(;'W ? \{\;an Z'rto (; Ou?sﬁ 2
the Inklings. She said in an e-mail: “Oxford! 40 Lewis enthusiasts came out, some in fulffinihng B oty Seeareing fo 1 anity 1o e

What can | say about this city! The name ofiarmnian costume. EZ vl\I/E:t Igﬁtir;;r;ie Ese nc\tlgrr"c])ifetovr\rl}(l)”rsro;g Tvirgi]tr:
every street and pub and college and building about the 19203?9

is like an old friend. We had dinner at the Selling Like Hotcakes An interview accompanied her story:

Bird and Baby the first night, and I literally Brandon Sanderson®he Hero of the Ages “[Q]Your heroine thinks Denver Iéoks

pounded the brick wall with my hand to con-(volume three of his Mistborn trilogy), |ike Chicago, rather than the Wild West she

vince myself that | wasn’t dreaming.... published on October 14, was the first boo"?magined. Do you think even modern people
“We took a long tour of the Kilns and edited by Moshe Feder to reach the New, e a misconception of Denver in the '20s?

surrounding ponds and woods. | sat in thé/ork Times bestseller list, debuting at #21. “[A] | absolutely do. | have experienced

bench where Lewis and Tolkien sat to talk this with some of my New York friends who
and watch the water. There were meetings in Proulx and Hopkinson are always asking me bizarre questions about

the afternoon, and then in the evening we i what it's like to live in the West. One of m
had a lovely service of worship in the church Win Sunburst Award_s . fell it t b .ht h It y
The Sunburst Awards for Canadian Litera-€!'0OW WrILEIS came out, bought herselt a

y_\ll_f;eersvlé%vr\ﬂsofpgigrc; ,eiwrgﬁnf;;?r?#; *"MMure of the Fantastic were won by “Anthempr:nk Stelgscr)]n - which no gntehm the hlst?jrydotf
Earlier in July, Diana appeared on-camer§f @ Reluctant Prophet” by Joanne Proulhe W‘|)_|r da‘s worn - and then prO(t?'?e edto

at the request of film-makers who are prepar‘:"_nd “The New Moon’s Arms” by Nalo Hop- ?ay, eal emdu%, n:ove em out! elvery“

ing extra feature material for an educationafinson- This was Hopkinson's second win; ime we needed o go  someplace.

she also won a Sunburst Award in 2003.
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police returned... they paid $5.00 apiece at
the 2f' District Station for disturbing the
peace. The investment was at least partly
justified because the pyrotechnics had helped
Willy Ley find his way to the hotel.”

OBITUARIES

mimeography, fearsome foe of Ghu.
According to Don Fitch, Speer was diag-
nosed as terminal some weeks prior to his
death. Still, Jack had managed to attend Cor-
flu Silver in April, making his way around
with the aid of a portable oxygen supply, Bruce Dane
attentive to everything going on. The con'sgrce pane died early in the morning of July
classic moment was when fellow eo-fan Arty5 e had been hospitalized since June 2 due
Widner serenaded Jack with the first-eveg, injuries sustained in a fall. He leaves be-
filksong, written by Jack himself, hind his daughters, Meera, Kelly, Rachel,
Although the term “filksong” had yet to be kyria and Samantha; his brother Doug Pin-
invented, several of these songs were sung r; and his separated wife, Michelle.
the 1940 Worldcon. Jack created them  payig Klaus shared this memory of Bruce
by setting new lyrics with a science fictionalpgne:  “Bruce’s ability with computers
theme to familiar tunes. A snippet of one;mazed me. | remember crashing on his

goes: , ) ) couch in Sherman Oaks in the early ‘80s and
Wwe'll bU’I|d a tempo-ship awakening to see him typing away, program-
And we'll take a little trip, ming for a client directly in hexadecimal
And watch a million years go by. machine code, not in any structured lan-

In 1995, Speer received the First Fandor‘auage_ After | picked up my jaw from where
Hall of Fame Award. In 2004, he was Fanji haq dropped, he said it was easier and faster
Guest of Honor at Noreascon 4. His collectgr him than using a higher language and
tion, Fancestral Voiceswas published by compiling it later, which caused me to have to
NESFA Press for the occasion. pick up my jaw again.”
Jack Speer Having spent decades thinking of Speer as A penefit concert for Dane scheduled be-
Jack Speer, member of First Fandom anﬁ distinguished founding father of fandom, agyre his death went ahead anyway on July 18.
famed author of therancylopedia, passed € certainly was, I've tended to overlook thatrhe concert was a success,” Michelle Dane
away June 28 at the age of 87. ’ he was having a helluva lot of fun while mak-yyrote afterwards. “We got enough money to
The Fancyclopediaformalized definitions N9 history. This point is brought home by el pay for some of the final expenses.” The
for hundreds of terms in use by fans. It first 1Ty Warner's anecdote about Speer at thgpncert was headlined by Boomer Box, a
appeared in 1944. 19‘!17: WO”?,CO” LrAItI.Ourt\r(]efteSrdtayZ ht band in which Bruce had played the 12-string
Prior to that, Speer wrote the first history, ' 'oM UMe o ime that saturday nignt, g,itar,
of science fiction fandom, callddp To Now thg happy ]fallnsdwere vgguely aware of thel
in 1939. It had been very hard to find a cop)g)ﬁﬁ;%rgehioangu e'X'qﬁ;rggtetr;terrl?'sfviése;’:raa Mike Hall
of Up To Nowuntil recently, when Robert p p Y

ichael Hall died of a heart attack on August
Lichtman recreated it as a PDF edition E.mdocal phenomenon that occurred when sewéf in Fort McMurray, Alberta. g
posted it at eFanzines. It was in this zin

das caused manhole lids to lift violently in a Randv Reichardt i ¢ Decadent
Speer originated the idea of Numbered FangOrt Of municipal burping. However, the reaIW. phed Felcdar g pltr?r ? .delcgamen
doms, fanhistorical epochs, which has occuf@cts were not at all like that. During a late lnnlpedg h andom |nf h.e fTII IS,
pied r’nanyafan’s idle houré ever since. mourned the passing of this fellow DWF

drinking session...Speer had suddenly reénember'
Speer wrote the first-ever mailin Com_membered the existence of fireworks in th. e .

mentpin response to an early distribgtion ofiP pocket of the Quintessence of FooFoo, h'? Michael Hall had been active in fandom

the Fantasy Amateur Press Association. MailSUIrent auto.... Several roman candles latet; O the late 1970s until at least the late
€ rantasy Amateur Fress Association. viai 1980s or so, published extensively and par-

: : policemen in a squad car gave [Speer ang® . . X
ing comments grew into a genre of cross ticipated in conventions in western Canada,

discussion that is carried on today on Interne‘?ther far]s]l a warn[ng f"‘b.OUt discharging fire- i i
message boards. Speer also innoyvated Sevegqus within the city limits... [Afterwards], ncluding NonCon in Edmonton. He moved
: beer and Davis seem to have taken up straffom Winnipeg to Edmonton in 1979, and to

indispensable bits of faanish typography,~ : ort McMurray AB in 1994. He had been
: : . . .gic posts on upper fire escapes [of the coft ) y .
including the quasi-quote mark and the mterhotel]... Firecrackers and skyrockets werdVlanaging Editor ofFort McMurray Today

lineation. He contributed to faanish cosmol- . . the local newspaper there, since 2004.
ogy by inventing FooFoo, the ghod ofdltemated to provide variety... When the “His fanzines includedSchmagg Laid,
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New Wave Video Snagl&chmagg Monthly side and had surgery to reconnect fingers téggieCon | had the particular pleasure of

andExcuses, Excusede was also one of the one hand. sitting at a table in the Con Suite with Proc-

founding editors ofThe Monthly Monthly “Bert” Carlson was treasurer of the Seattor, Joe Lansdale and a few other Texas writ-
which appeared in twelve monthly issuesle 2011 Worldcon bid, a Rustycon 26 Boarders, and sharing an extended conversation
from Oct 1979-Sept 1980, before it becaméviember, and a popular volunteer at Northwith them.

The Bimonthly Monthlyor two more issues west science fiction conventions including

(v.3 n.1 Oct 1980-v.3 n.2 Dec 1980/JanOryCon. Joanie Winston

198“1).’ then qeaged publlpat]qn. . . Joanie Winston, 77, an organizer of the origi-
Mike maintained a significant collection Clive Newall nal Star Trek conventions of the early 1970s,
of books, fanzines and CDs. The Universitycjive Newall, Melbourne fan and ANZAPA died September 11 after several months in an
of Alberta Libraries has accepted these iRgnirinytor, passed away from idiopathicassisted living center. | remember her from
donation from his partner, Mary, and we Will o, imonary fibrosis on October 1. He is surthe 1975 NASFIC, and a couple other cons
be processing and adding these items t0 0feq py his wife LynC and children Roger of that era.
collection in the future. Among his collection 5 Estelle. Winston contributed a chapter on the first
Wer“e 35 boxes of fanzmes.. Australian SF Bullsheet #7@xplained, Star Trek Convention in New York to Jac-
Mike was a good friend to myself, «jthough drugs slowed the disease’s pro-queline Lichtenberg and Sondra Marshak's
Robert Runte"and many others. He is alreadyress for over two years, the only solutionStar Trek Lives!She eventually wrote an
sadly missed. ] ) was a double lung transplant. How-entire book on the subjecthe Making Of
Robert Runté adds that Hall, assisted b¥,er Clive's condition deteriorated to theThe Trek Conventions: Or, How To Throw A

Keith Fenske and possibly others, developef,int where his doctors did not think heParty For 12,000 Of Your Most Intimate
and published a massive, 198-page bibliogragq,1q survive an operation.” Friends

Ehy othF.fanzines..dG:aeme.nglengerdrerPem- Janice Gelb adds, “A memorial service
ers that it "was widely available in dealers, 55 hejd in Melbourne on October 6 and was D i
. : on LaFontaine
rooms of Canadian cons crca 1985/1986attended by many local fans; more frompon  LaFontaine, the prolific voice artist
International in scope. around the world sent tributes.” known for narraylting movie trailers, died

. September 1. He originated the movie trailer
”ChrIS CQoper . catch-phrase, “In a world where...” He com-
Popular British fan Chris Cooper died July 4. pletely dominated the voiceover industry,

According toAnsible Cooper had been in and made more than 5,000 trailers in his 33-
ICU at a London hospital for the two previ- year career

ous weeks, comatose and on a ventilator, but When | took a voice-over class a few
doctors were uncertain why he had suddenly years ago he was held up as the gold stan-
collapsed. Although Cooper had been fight- dard, living the life everyone aspired to,

ing a major illness for over a year, reportedly picked up by limo and delivered from studio
that was not considered the direct cause of to studio to narrate trailers and commercials

his final hospitalization. throughout the day.
Chris, a very tall fan (6" 11") sometimes That, in any case, was the legend. Com-
referred to as the Jolly Green Giant, was an puter technology had made such strides that

internationally-known sf convention runner for the last few years LaFontaine could do a
who went to his first convention in 1977. lot of his work in his home studio.

Over the years he attended over 100 cons in LaFontaine worked constantly, in contrast

8 countries, including 18 in North America. to voice-over students scuffling to land any
In 2007, he worked on the Japanese World- kind of low-paying radio commercial. There

con. is so much competition in Hollywood that

Chris once said of himself, “My real in- working at all is a degree of success in and of
terests are SF, beer, malt whisky, fireworks itself. Our instructor had credits, which set

(and the organisation of cons and beer festi- her above the wanna-bes — it didn’t matter
vals) but mos"tly I have to work as a Systems in the least if the work was announcing
Programmer.” | remember him as a friendly weekly sales for Piggly Wiggly.
and good-humored fellow, and am sorry | I have a nice enough voice, but as the late
will not see him again. LaFontaine said, it's the reading, the inter-
George Proctor pretation, that really counts. No matter how
Roberta “Bert” Carlson George Proctor, a cherished figure in Texasmuch passion | put into reading copy about
Roberta “Bert” Carlson, a Washington statescience fiction community, died August 3.ceiling fans, | always seemed to sound like
fan, died the morning of July 2 after a SaturmAn active fanzine editor in the early 1970s Worf on ST:TNG.
SUV she was driving overturned. Carlsonthe best known of his several titles Wgita- My only quasi-professional voice work
and her four passengers were on their way tdel. Proctor wrote sf professionally, and alschas been recording the caller menu for our
the Las Vegas Westercon. The rollover ocedited theScience Fiction Hall of Fame, local office phone system. Unfortunately,
curred between Ely and Wells on U.S. 93 involume Illwith Arthur C. Clarke. I'm well into the last seconds of my 15 min-
east-central Nevada, closing the highway for At the time of his death, he was an inutes of fame. Our office is replacing its
about three hours. structor in the Communications departmenphone system with a digital phone network
Jon Foster, William M. Boyde, and atthe University of Texas at Arlington. that runs off a server in Fresno and uses
Heather M. Newman suffered minor injuries.  Proctor was among the first fans whoAT&T'’s canned vocals. All glory is fleeting.
Nick Navota suffered major trauma to lefttraded zines with me. Many years later at an
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Denvention 3 Report by Mike Glyer

(L) jan howard finder; (M) Regina Reynante, Joyce Scrivher, Mike Glyer; (R) Diana and David Thayer.

Diana and | have attended Worldcons tointernet for any crumb of information about In Colorado at Last: When Diana and |
gether many times, but our itinerary for Den-the con. The crew dast Forward: Contem- connected on Friday, she knew | would have
vention 3 was unlike any of the others. Diangorary Science Fictiomaired a video blog a better time if we promptly went over to the
flew in from England after a two week speak-about Denvention’s first day, mixing brief convention center and registered: I'd feel
ing trip. | left from a Southern California interviews with fans like Michael Walsh and “real” then.
airport after dropping off Sierra with friends. Phil Foglio, excerpts from Opening Ceremo- Along the way we met Keith Kato, who
We didn't even arrive until the third day of nies and shots of a Registration line alreadgaid he’s still thinking about writing a 34-year
the con. The Friday program schedule hadhade notorious by Cheryl Morgan’s blog. retrospective of his chili parties. I'd love to
almost ended by the time we met at the Den- Tor.com was only a couple months old apublish that. We said hello to John Novak,
ver Hyatt Regency. We were left with a barethat time. Since they had posted more than 48ho told us he’s now happily retired. Andrew
sliver of time to see the con, meet up withstories about the San Diego Comic-Con, Dyer also greeted us with word that he'd
friends, and go together to the Hugo cerewas sure a flood of Worldcon news wouldretired, but added he has since found work he
mony the next night. begin at any moment. It never did. Theyreally cares about doing.

Waiting for Friday to come, | trawled the never promised it would, honestly. Diana hailed a couple she knew, recently

Love is in the Air (L-R) Jaice and Rick Foss; Dave McCarty and Helen Montgomery; Craig Miller and Genny Dazzo.
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After the fanzine panel: Chris Garcia, (?), Milt Stevens, Jeanne Mealy, Michelle Zellich, Tom Feller, Roger Sims,
Guy H. Lillian III, Joseph T. Major, Lisa Major, Mike Kennedy, Evelyn Leeper, Mike Glyer, R-Laurraine Tutihasi,
Mark Leeper, Andrew Porter, Cathy Palmer-Lister.

engaged. As we spoke with them Scott BeckScrivner and other friends. handed off our Hugo packets. We got nomi-
stead came up and wished the prospective Saturday: The next morning on our way nee pins — a flat design, nice looking, silver
groom “Good Luck” — and the groom imme-back to the convention center on Saturdayiocket on a black field. | attached mine to my
diately pointed out that Scott hadn't saidDiana and | met jan howard finder. | asked ifname badge. People speculated whether this
“Congratulations.” he knew he'd been quoted in a recEiman-  was likely to bother Mike Resnick, because it
If avoiding Worldcon registration lines is cial Timescolumn. Martin Morse Wooster wouldn't match all the rocket-shaped pins on
a really high priority for you, | recommend had sent me the clipping. Wombat said it wasis bandolier. For years such pins were ob-
registering around dinnertime on the convenabout his 2004 trip to visltord of the Rings tained through Russian fans. | guess it's not
tion's third day. Linda Ross-Mansfield atlocations in New Zealand. He wants to gosomething you find in the Oriental Trading
Registration gave immediate and undividecback when they filmrhe Hobbit and toward Co. catalog.
attention to our membership issues — wehat end had applied to work as a production Denvention did a fine job with publica-
were, after all, her only customers. While shassistant to Benecio Del Toro. tions. The pocket program was great. The
figured out what we owed, we greeted Joyce Mary Kay Kare caught up to us andSouvenir Book was beautifully designed.

(Left) Tom Whitmore; (Middle) John Mansfield; (Right) The big blue bear peeks through the windows of the
Colorado Convention Center and wonders if there are any tasty fans attending Denvention 3.
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Much more so than other years, walking aivell, everything. David's only weak-
this Worldcon really confronted me with my ness is fielding. If he actually had to
physical limitations. I've been to Denver catch the chocolate the competition
quite often in recent years on work assignmight be closer.
ments, and handled it okay despite my lack of | spent some time watching
fitness. In contrast, as | walked around Denbavid’s winnings bounce past me, til
vention | wanted to crack a bottle of oxygenthey asked a question that | should
every 500 feet. | felt like | was in the worsthave gotten — seeing that | was the
shape of my life. answer. We all realized how little of

Maybe that was a reason | expected to sébe proceedings | was hearing and |
a lot more fans riding electric carts: | noticedmoved to the front row, to the seat
very few. They've become commonplace anearest Tom Galloway that was not
Worldcons, where less mobile fans use theralready occupied by his own hoard
to get around huge convention centers. Rathef chocolate. After that my main
like the larger carts carrying passengers at tHeandicap was ignorance, but that's
airport, it takes only two or three beeping pastvhen | scored my two pieces. Know-
to make you think you've seen a lot of theming Mack Reynolds wrote
But seeing none at all in the prairie-sized’Adventure of the Extraterrestrial”
corridor that ran the length of the Coloradowas worth one Tim-Tam, a choco-
Convention Center | wondered why? Did alate-dipped biscuit imported from
lot of people who use these carts just stajustralia.
home, perhaps unable to handle the altitude? Marty Massoglia arrived halfway

Exhaustion was the reason | missed thehrough the program and from then
post-Hugos nominees party in the Sheratomn scored heavily. Ah, the golden
several blocks from the convention centermemories of once upon a time when
Consequently, Diana didn't get her HugoMarty, Bruce Pelz and | entered a
nominee souvenir, which this year was reallfeam trivia competition as the “LA
nice — the Anticipation committee gave awaySmog” and did so well. What decade
a combination pen and USB storage drive. Was that? Hm, another piece of trivia
felt terribly guilty. 1 went around Sunday I'm forgetting.
finding 2009 committee members | could beg | had much better success track-
for the favor of sending one of the extras tang at the fanzine panel -- | never
Diana. One was mailed to her later, and | wakave any trouble hearing Guy H.
delighted. Lillian 11l loud and clear. His contri-

When Diana and | went upstairs to thebution essentially was a live version
Exhibits and Dealers Room, | rested againgf what he does iThe Zine Dump
taking a seat while Diana browsed the wares.sifting through the pile of paperzines

John Mansfield stopped and filled me inhe’d brought and giving listeners
about the Aurora Awards, having seen whasome reason to love every one of
Taral said about them in the previoBde them. Also on the panel were Jeanne
770. They'd been announced at the Key-Mealy, Evelyn Leeper and Joseph
Con/Canvention in Winnipeg, John’s homeMajor. Patricia Rogers was in the
town. He felt that those who run the Aurorasaudience and | was able to meet her
had rebuffed the local concom’s attempts tdor the first time. Diana got everyone
work with them on the ceremony. to pose for a group photo as they

My hearing, problematic for years, washeaded off to lunch.
another frustrating limitation at this World-  Maybe that was compensation for
con. Even under the best conditions, wherenissing another ex-Worldcon-
program participants used the microphonehairman’s photo op, which evi-
faithfully, and | sat lined up with the loud- dently took place Saturday morning
speaker, their discussions still sounded likebout a hundred yards or so away
indecipherable mumbling. This is exasperatfrom me at precisely the moment |
ing for someone like me who makes it a priwas in a committee office asking
ority to report on the panel programming. when it would be. The less said

That influenced my decision on Saturdayabout that experience, the better.
afternoon to look for quiet program with a  Sunday. Glenn Glazer and Alli-
cozy audience. | stepped into the room wherson Hershey, handling the San Jose
Mark Olson was raining green-foiled AndesWestercon bid table, greeted me by
Mints on a small audience of fans playingsaying they had liked John Hertz's

“Trivia for Chocolate.” Steven Silver and “Wedcon” report inFile 770 about

Jim Mann were the other quiz masters. their wedding ceremony. | was glad(7op) Chair Kent Bloom; (Middle) John
At first | sat behind David Goldfarb. The he’d written it. Hertz presenting the Big Heart Awar;

scouting report on David Goldfarb expressed Don Ayres told me his hotel res- (Bottom) Laurie Mann, Gay Ellen Dennett

in baseball terms would be: great bat, baérvation problems had been solved agnd Mary Kay Kare, the Hugo

glove. He knows, by a conservative estimatethe cost of having to move every Administrator.
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Monkey's Eyebrow, Ky.; No Chicago in 2012 LiveJournal community,
Dams; Rochester; Perth, WA, and a Facebook page.

Australia; St. Pierre D Mi- The website indicates there eventually
chilon Island; Southgate; will be available for download copies of the
Spuzzum, B.C.; Sunnydale, souvenir pulp magazines the bid is creating
Calif.; and Takoma Park, and giving to $20 presupporting members.
Md.) Total ballots, 826. Fred Pohl wrote the story for the premiere

Aussiecon Four will take issue.
place in Melbourne from

September 2-6, 2010. The New Best Graphic Story Hugo

guests of honor will be Kim . . .
Stanley Robinson, Robin . WIII Be Given in 2009
Johnson. and Shaun Tan. Anticipation, the 2009 Worldcon, has an-
Perry M,iddlemiss and Rose Nounced it will exercise its right to add a
Mitchell are Co-Chairs. one-time Special Hugo category by .awa.rd-
ing a Best Graphic Story Hugo. This will
. . allow the category, added by a vote at Den-
_Chlcago Ir_] 2012 . vention 3, to take effect earlier than if it had
Hits Campaign Trail to wait on the required ratification at next
single day. He was booked into the Curtis . Th.e.Chlcago in 2012 World- yea“r's Business .Meetlng.“ ‘
that night, and was looking forward to seeing?®" bid was 9ff|0|ally Iaunghgd at Denven-  “Best Qraphlc Story,” will _cover any
its pop-culture-themed décor (such as thd°" 3. The b|d3 leadership includes Davescience ﬁcthn or fantasy narrative in graphic
floor where The Shining'sJack Nicholson cCarty (Chairman), Helen Montgomery form appearing fo.r the first time in 2008.,
leers from a poster on the wall.) Even DondSecretary), and Tom Veal (TreaSL_Jrer). N Antlupatlon will take place in Montréal,
trip to the airport had been under a Iiteralh. Thoge who believe nothlng exists unt.llithuebec, Canada from August 6-10, 2009.
its the internet can also consider the official

cloud: he was caught in a thunderstorm try;
ing to reach a covered bus stop. launch to have happened that weekend. Hugos on the Record
Sunday night's “Former Worldcon Chair 1here’s now a well-designed bid website, arhanks to arrangements made by Steven
Party” was a blast for all the usual reasons. Silver, the official Hugo Awards website
The food and wine was good, but I'd say the now has a photo of the 1982 Hugo filling the
cold bottled water probably went as fast as page instead of the little red “x” that's been
anything -- so much for the legend of hard- heroically performing that duty. The Chicago
drinking smofs. | went around compar- Worldcons of 1982 and 1991 used Lucite
ing opinions about Denvention with Cheryl Hugo rockets instead of the more familiar
Morgan, Alan Stewart, Roger Sims, Elayne chrome-plated rockets produced by Peter
Pelz, Christian McGuire and Joe Siclari. | Weston. When there was a raised-pinky ob-
got to see a few fans for the first time who'd jection on the Smofs list to calling these
been on site for days, like Kevin Standlee. “plastic” Hugos, Dave Locke blinded them
And, most interestingly, | met Erle Korshak with science: “I dunno what they were, but
for the first time, a well known fan and one Lucite is defined as a transparent thermoplas-
of the very few surviving members of the tic acrylic resin. Maybe I'm wrong, but that
first Worldcon in 1939. (Two of the sev- sounds like one of the many sins below the
eral others are LA locals Forry Ackerman ‘plastic’ umbrella.”
and Ray Bradbury.) All this talk about historic Hugos
And then the curtain came down on my prompted Taral Wayne to claim his share of
short but intense 2008 Worldcon experience. the credit for the 1978 Hugo trophy:
“I was downloading photos of the Hugo
2010 Worldcon awards and noticed that the credit line for the
. . 1978 Phoenix Worldcon was blank. | don’t
Site Selectlpn Result know who designed the base per se... What |
Melbourne, Australia .dld run unopposed for can say now is that the art on the engraved
the 2010 Worldcon, right? Or was that very plaque on the base is a piece of art of mine. It
fact the reason so many fans felt at liberty to was also used as a logo for the con, and put
shower their votes on assorted joke bids and to various other uses. | don’t have one of the
outright shows of indifference? Australia Hugos of course, but received a copy of the
captured a first-round majority with 658 engraving anyway.”
votes, but a whopping 170 ballots went else-
where. Denvention’s daily newzine pub 2009 WEC Changes Dates

lished the following breakdown:
Australia, 658; No preference, 32; None

of the above, 19; Peggy Rae’s House, 39; . .
Xerps, 58: Minneapolis in ‘73, 4; Liechten- lowing weekend, as originally announced.

stein, 2; Other, 14 (Receiving one vote each The hotel askeq the committee to.move to
were: Casa De Fruta; Columbus 2008; Kan-Chicon IV (1982) Hugo, made resolve an accidental double-booking. One

sas City. Kodacon: Miles Boss's House: wi . advantage of the change is that it restores
y with transparent Lucite. WFC to the Halloween weekend.

The 2009 World Fantasy Con will be held
October 29-November 1 instead of the fol-
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| perform a lot of weddings. It's a lot of fun, sent a Hugo.

the engaged couple, the families, the friends, Of course, there is the way that | got to
the reception, the food, the dancing. It'spresent one: winning a Fan Fund. | won
enough to bring even the worst situations an@AFF (Trans-Atlantic Fan Fund, also know
make them better. In fact, the day after myas Teh Awesum Fan Fund to the Cool Kids)
father died | was performing a wedding and iand they asked me and the DUFF winners
lifted my spirits so much that | was laughing(Steve and Sue Francis) to each present one
and smiling the entire day. That's the powemaward. Winning the Fan Funds is kinda hard,
of a wedding. But there is also terror. If youbut it can be done. If you've done years of
mess up, you've ruined what may well be theAwesome, you can run and might well be
most important day of two people’s lives. Noelected. Or you can be a loud mad man who
one is there to see you, they're there to sesalks around with a big sign and does a mas-
the marriage and you're just the one who isive number of fanzines in support and win
making it all nice and legal. You've got thethat way too. That's what | did and it worked,
pressure on you to do it right and in the endthough your mileage may vary. Do any of
no one will really care what you did right, butthat and you've got a shot, most years to pre-
will villainize you if you got the slightest sent.

thing wrong. OK, you've managed to pull the perfect
And presenting the Hugo is much thesnowjob and now you're on the schedule.
same. You're presenting a Hugo Award! Congrats,

It's a moment of utter joy. You walk in old chum! Now you get to deal with the hard
front of much of the WorldCon membership,stuffl How, for instance, are you going to
shine for a brief second when you introducenake sure that everyone shows up to see your
yourself or your cause, and then you makgresentation? Well, a lot of folks are going to
someone’s year by announcing their nameome no matter who is presenting, but you
and giving them the trophy that says thaheed to make sure your friends are there.
they're the Best in the Fannish WorldBlog about it, write to folks and tell them,
How cool is that? Of course, the folks out inmake sure you use phrases like ‘Oh, that's
that audience aren't interested in your presercool. Did you hear I'm presenting a Hugo?”
tation, they just care about the winner...unleser maybe “I sure am tired. | need to be well-
you're Robert Silverberg or Connie Willis. In rested to present that Hugo.” All of these
that case, they hang on every word. Theyhings will help you gather a crowd of folks
don't care about your talk, just what the win-who will give you support and make it easier
ner says and how he says it. It's all abouto do the rest.
keeping from messing up, because you'll hear OK, you've got your support network set
about it for the rest of your fannish life if you up and now it's time to get yourself ready.
mess up, and you'll be lucky if two peopleFirst, make sure you're going to be at World-
come up to you after and say you did a greaon. This can be difficult if it's in Japan or
job. And yet, it's still a great gig to land. And Australia or South Africa (and it would be so
here is my advice to you on How to Present aool to have a South African WorldCon,
Hugo Award. wouldn't it?) and you gotta make sure they

Let us start with getting to be the one whalon't schedule you against the Hugo cere-
presents the Hugo. That's really the roughmony. Don't laugh, but it's happened before.
part. You've gotta have a good reason to getfou've got yourself a slot, you've got your-
to present one. The best way to start is to beelf there and you've made sure nothing will
one of the WorldCon Guests of Honor. Thatstand in the way. Now you must consider
requires years and years of awesomenesshat you're gonna wear. In 2008, Rusty Hev-
Chairing a WorldCon, winning a few Hugos, elin, the long-standing fan who was awesome
writing dozens of amazing books, doing in-for more than 70 years before he presented a
credible amounts of incredible art, maybeHugo, wore a powder blue tuxedo with ruffles
being a star of stage, screen or telepictureshat made him look like a stud and a half!
Those are all ways of becoming a Guest oRobert Silverberg always wears suits so fine
Honor. You might be one of those folks whothey'd pass through cheesecloth. Me? | went
manages to do a ton of Masquerades artthe way of memorability.
other presenting-type gigs and build a long | bought a jacket at JC Penny's for 30
reputation. That might get you the roll of bucks. It was kinda like the jacket worn by
Toastmaster, and that's the guy who'll do theéDavid Tennant on the current series of Dr.
over-all announcing, provide the frameworkWho. That's the base, really. Then, | had to
for the ceremony, but might also be asked teghoose a shirt. | knew | was expected to wear
present one. Of course, you could also just be tie, and that | was expected to stand in the
Robert Silverberg or Connie Willis. Then hot lights. Now, folks who know me know
you'll always be asked to present one! Sincethat | often sweat like a Olympic marathon
at most, five or six of us might be Roberthurdler, so | can’t really wear button-up shirts
Silverberg or Connie Willis, 1 won't present too often. | also knew | needed that irrational
that as a genuine method for getting to pregood luck charm that only a long-owned and
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loved t-shirt can represent. | chose
my Fred Flintone shirt, the orange
one with the blue tie in the front. Of
course, technically it's an cravet,
but the idea is the same. So | had
my jacket and my shirt, but there
was another element. To have some
sort of signature would be nice.
Leigh Ann Hildebrand knit a lovely
and almost maddeningly accurate
12th Season Dr. Who scarf for auc-
tion by TAFF. Since there wasn't
going to be a TAFF auction at Den-
vention, | told her to bring it and
we'd start to create buzz around it
by having folks take their photos
with it. | think hit on something:
what would happen if | wore it on
the stage of the Hugos? Of course,

sure that you're ready to face the
lights, face the audience and say the
words. You'll have a few moments
to say something about why you're
up there. | was there to shill for
TAFF. so | came up with a short
and memorable pitch for TAFF. |
said that it was given to some of the
cream of the fannish crop, and
somehow | got on the list. You
make up a short segment explaining
your purpose for being up there that
will make you slightly memorable
or at least add some time to the
goings-on. If you're Robert Silver-
berg or Connie Willis, you can
make up a slightly longer schtick to
go along.

Then you have to think of a se-

it would be hot, but it would also present and Accounted For: Chris Garcia, 9ue. That's rough. |1 did a purposely

allow us to pimp it harder and draw
more money when we finally auc-

flanked by Tom Whitmore and Linda Wenzelburger.

ham-fisted pass to the reading of the
names. And that’'s another thing:

tion it off at Anticipation in 2009.

practice the names. It was easy for

So, | carried it with me until it was time to go managed to see that John Scalzi was going toy category, the hardest name was Taral
on stage, when | wrapped it around me. Thevin the Best Fan Writer Hugo a full two Wayne. If you've got Somtow Sucharitkul or
idea of using a memorable outfit to makeminutes before they announced it and |1 wa€tein on your list, you should go over their
sure folks recognize you is a decent idea.  tempted to call everyone | knew. You musthames and make sure you pronounce them
OK, you're dressed and you're there. Theesist this stinging sensation and keep youright. And double check with Neil Gai-

day of, you have to go and walk throughmouth and Blackberrys shut. man...Gaimen? Gaymen? Gaemon? That guy
things. The odds are, you'll get a series of Now, you'll probably find at least some who did Sandman. It's easy to get that one
instructions from a series of different peopleterror as you're standing in the back, waitingright. Nothing will make you less popular

I got a whole bunch of instructions and theyto go out. That's natural. Try and find a waywith the people who love the person you're
changed a couple of times while we wereo use it. | folded a piece of paper over andalking about than getting their name wrong.
going on. The easiest way to think of thingsover again. When | took it off back in the Also, make sure you remember what cate-
is that the last thing you hear is the right onehotel room that night, | discovered | hadgory you're presenting. That could be embar-
In my case, it was just remembering that mynadvertently folded an origami version of rassing too.

man lan Stockdale was gonna come anthe Last Supper. | would recommend not OK, you've gone over the names and it's
fetch me when it was time to present and hehrowing up. That can lead to problems. time to open the envelope. There are a lot of
gave me a couple of instructions. Then, when OK, the moment when you’re going to beways to go about that. You should break the
I got to the holding area, waiting to go on thegoing out is the toughest. You've gotta makeseal or sticker and then open the envelope.

stage, | got another set of instructions from

my escort. That was the last of the instrudauy Lillian III recommends zines.

tions and | followed those when | went out.

You'll be invited to the Hugo Pre-
reception. That's an awesome time. There'll
be authors who you love who will be back
there and you'll get a chance to talk to them.
| had several authors take their photos in the
Scarf and | chatted up a couple of the great
writers and artists. One of them had even
heard of my fanzine! Shocking! You should
make sure you get your share of the free eats
and drinks, but don’t take too much in the
way of booze. Slurring out on stage is a terri-
ble thing...at least if you want to be invited
back. There was a lovely cheese tray at the
reception | attended. Take all you want, but
eat all you take. That's the key.

Now, when you're backstage, you might
get a chance to see the Hugo Awards with
the plates already on. In essence, you might
know who's gonna win before the rest of the
world. Now, you need to remember that you
can't go and make a phone call to someone
who'll blab it about, nor can you blog it. |

After it's open, pull out the piece of paper
with the name of the winner. That will serve
you right with all the awards shows you
might be a part of. Read the name and take
the statue before handing it to the winner. |
chose the technique when 1 knelt down and
offered up the Hugo to Tim Miller, the ac-
ceptor for Mr. Brad W. Foster. It got a laugh,
which was what | was up there for.

And so, after all of that, you simply stand
back and let the acceptor talk. They'll thank
people, they might go on for a while, but all
you have to do is stand back and then wait
for the speech to end, the escort to link arms
with the winner and then head backstage,
where your job is done. That's it. Perhaps in
a future issue, Mr. Glyer can give you the
low-down on how to accept a Hugo. He's
certainly had a lot of practice!
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2008 Huco AWARD WINNERS

Denvention 3 Hugos held by Connie Willis, Mark Olson
(accepting for Jeff Prucher), Mike Glyer and John Scalzi.

Hugo Award Analysis: Mary Robinette Kowal's winning the Campbell
Award was a real audience pleaser, one of the most Iohélgred events of
the night. Adding interest, she not only received the awamuel|ashe re-
ceived the “Campbell Award Tiara,” an elegant piecgegfelry that went
well with her yellow gown.

A more esoteric audience pleaser, approved by faesionas explained

to them, was the sample clip frdferoeswhere LASFS member Tadao To-

momatsu, in his role as a detective, questioned one fetfies’ regular char-
acters. Outstanding!

Denvention promptly posted online the full Hugo winndrdisd the com-
plete report of the voting statistics, including the topvbks or people who
received the most nominations in each category.

Skimming over the results, | was intrigued that thic@me in the Best
Novel category validated only 50% of the buzz | heard at &Wast, where it
sounded likeYiddish Policemen’s Unioand Brasyl were duking it out. In-
stead, the online buzz predicting a strong showingTioe Last Colony
proved more meaningful, as the Chabon and Scalzi novethduhi332 to

323, Yiddish Policemen’s Uniomwinning by 9 votes. Helping to make the
finish close, whenRollback’s votes were redistributed to the remaining

two finalists, they split 104-40 in favor @he Last Colonythe other 42 votes
either showing a blank or a nominee that was already abeatinning.)

As for Brasyl although it led the field with 65 nominating votes, on the

final ballot it got only 110 first-place votes and finishethfifin fact, only 464
out of 745 ballots cast a vote in any positionBoasy!.

Scalzi figured in another race of compelling interfes the Best Fanwriter
Hugo. In last year’s cliffhanger ending Dave Langford edgdth Bcalzi by
one vote. There was no such drama this year — John Seatedstith 190
first place votes and locked up a majority early in ttematic runoff.

Scalzi made a very gracious acceptance speechtied by encouraging
people to seek out other quality fanwriters and spread thel an@und. Very
likely, his win will crystallize in voters’ minds the (daiaccurate) belief that
they can look for prospective nominees in a lot of diffekenues and media.
It will be interesting to see whether there is a ripfilece adding several new
fan writers’ names to next year’'s Hugo ballot.

In Best Fan Artist, Steve Stiles extended Braddfo$oster ultimately
winning 165-115. (And Foster’s sixth career win set a new cuenBlest Fan
Artist Hugo record.) Even though Stiles is formally theddplace finisher
(based on the count when Foster’s votes are disregatdedost interested
in the stats of the “last nominee standing,” the one theewrineeded to over-
come to get a majority. Does this result mean Stegining ground among
Hugo voters? On the other hand, Frank Wu withdrew this yegr be back
on the ballot in 2009. That obviously will affect the outegtmo.

Best Novel
The Yiddish Policemen’s Uniday Michael Chabon
(HarperCollins; Fourth Estate)

Best Novella
“All Seated on the Ground” by Connie Willisgimov’s
Dec. 2007; Subterranean Press)

Best Novelette
“The Merchant and the Alchemist’s Gate” by Ted
Chiang (Subterranean PreB&SF Sept. 2007)

Best Short Story
“Tideline” by Elizabeth BearAsimov’'sJune 2007)

Best Non-fiction Book
Brave New Words: The Oxford Dictionary of Science
Fiction by Jeff Prucher (Oxford University Press)

Best Dramatic Presentation, Long Form
StardustWritten by Jane Goldman and Matthew

Vaughn. Based on the novel by Neil Gaiman. lllustrated

by Charles Vess. Directed by Matthew Vaughn
(Paramount Pictures)

Best Dramatic Presentation, Short Form
Doctor Who"Blink” Written by Steven Moffat.
Directed by Hettie Macdonald (BBC)

Best Professional Editor, Long Form
David Hartwell

Best Professional Editor, Short Form
Gordon Van GelderH&SF)

Best Professional Artist
Stephan Martiniere

Best Semiprozine
Locus edited by Charles N. Brown, Kirsten Gong-
Wong, & Liza Groen Trombi

Best Fanzine
File 77Q ed. Mike Glyer

Best Fan Writer
John Scalzi

Best Fan Artist
Brad Foster

Campbell Award
Mary Robinette Kowal
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John Hertz's Westercon Notebook

Westercon LXI, “Burning Fan,” July 3-6, 2008
J.W. Marriott Resort, Las Vegas

Writer Guest of Honor, Kage Baker;
Graphic Artist, Lubov; Fan, Milt Ste-
vens. Attendance 320; Art Show sales
$4,800 ($1,300 at auction) by 24 artists.

It was the first Westercon in Nevada. One
of our finest fans was Guest of Honor. The
town was a palace of fantasy, the luxurious
hotel off season was remarkably empty and
cheap. | probably could have gotten egg in
my beer.

I've readLast Call The Godfatherand
Diamonds Are Foreverl don't remember
how long I've known Joyce & Arnie Katz.
When Rick Sneary moved to Henderson, it
seemed impossible he could live anywhere
but South Gate. That proved true. But no
omen; James Daugherty our chairman, and
his wife Kathryn, thrive. I'd never been to
Las Vegas.

Leaving my home airport | saw a Patsy
Cox sculpture "Los Angeles County Con-
glomeration,” two five-foot lengths of
spheres and trumpet mouths in high-fired
clay with engobe. Arriving | found Chris
Garcia setting up the Fanzine Lounge,
flanked by Leigh Ann Hildebrand and

of U.S. Toyota employees go by, and ex-
claiming "Oh look, a U.S. tour." Her Japa-

nese relatives asked "How can you tell?"
She answered "They're speaking English.”
In the Hospitality Suite, the tabletop

blockpiling game Jenga. Garcia said party
reviews in the newsletter had to be in
haiku form, so | wrote,

Building a tower
Niven and a 12-year-old
Seem to be the best.

On Friday, in the same room, | found
Tomomatsu explaining it was tipeevious
man who was asked "Why do you shake
hands?" Women knitted. In the lobby,
Reno chair Patty Wells said "l waited for
Portland hotels as long as | could." |
caught a glimpse oMatch Game S-F
Kevin Standlee could indeed call forth the
personality of a game-show host. His wife
Lisa, busy with tech, denied everything.
To the Art Show. Light here is always a
problem, hotel "function rooms" being
designed to light events very different
from ours; this year, alas, we believed the

Espafia Sheriff, the San Francisco triptych. ing among ours whenever | could. Restauhotel, although we could have brought light-
had brought, | thought, something congeniatants range from cheap to costly. The hoteing from Los Angeles, and the room darkled.
for Hildebrand; wrong again. At such mo-wants you to feel gratified, wants you to findTheresa Mather went out for flashlights. Art
ments the best thing is to go find Registrasomething to suit your reach; gambling in-Show chiefs Elizabeth Klein-Lebbink &

tion. come makes it generous. | ate at WoolJerome Scott made "1 flashlight,” "2 flash-
Sue & Steve Francis were home fronbughan's Irish pub. Garcia was moved tdights,” "3 flashlights” buttons for tour lead-
DUFF, touring the U.S. for balance. Wester- ers to stick near artwork as awards.
con being rare for them, they had readied My tour pondered, what igrofessione?
with Midwestcon; they would go to the He had the greatest power of what iswell-finishe® how do you tell? The
Worldcon; Armadillocon for a chaser. Theadmiration. burning question for me is "What do you
bad news was Bert Carlson, treasurer of the C.L. Barber see?" You can't see a person is expert. You
Seattle for 2011 Worldcon bid, killed in a car conclude it, perhaps rightly. In s-f art this is
wreck on her way. Four with her survived: acute; rightness is within a framework the
The Seattlers did not need another reason &peak of James Bacon, with whom he wastrtist invents. Lubov had brought originals of
wear black. But their show went on. starting a new fanzindourney Planetfrom several oils. Her "At the Pond" (Program

At Opening Ceremonies, Tadao Tomomaa one-shot at Orbital; Claire Brialey will be

tsu sang "Secret Agent Man," or possiblyalong, so it may not be quite like trying to .

"Secret gAsian Fan,"gin the manner F())f EIviZﬁ\/e gn a diet of )c/offee angcola_ Y9 % n poetry those.Wh(.) are skilful can

Presley, and made it rhyme with This was the debut of a Reno for so11revea an emotion in a scene and a

"Westercon." Baker said she'd just gotten amorldcon bid, and of two Westercon bids, SCEN€ In an emotion.

idea for a story that was due in October, s@asadena for 2010 and San Jose for 2011. Wang Fu-Chih

the con was already productive for herReno, possibly encouraged by Bucky the

Lubov said she was glad to be back. SteverGrab, cartoon mascot of Bucconeer the '98

drew cheers. Worldcon, and conscious of bidding fromBook front cover), a hude woman butterfly-
A Las Vegas resort hotel has a conventioPortland for a Worldcon Over There, had gowinged, prone on a leaf, had to be magical; a

hall and a casino. The casino is the center. Brad Foster to draw as a mascot Rennie thadybug was half as big as her finger, nor

really is open all hours. The electronic gam-Carpetbag. At the Pasadena party, Shergould her musculature move those wings. |

bling machines are a wonder; | passed gawkBenoun recalled visiting Kyoto, seeing a tourgave 1 flashlight to Sheriff's "Haunt,” one of
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few monochromes, a woman in snow, immo-scheduled a panel on Core Fandom. But theend art for my fanzine. He and the Katzes
bile while her hair and gown blew in the Katzes didn't attend the con. She made &nd | had all been Westercon Guests of
wind, bare-legged; another to Peri Charlifu'sMike Glyer, Gold, Kevin Roche, and me. At Honor. In Shakespeare "What's in a name?" is
"Lost Lenore," the diagonals of her fur collarthe '84 Worldcon | had been on "Who YouJuliet's line when her family is already at feud
and face for focus, her pupils fantasticallyCallin' Fringefan, Fringefan?" Stevens in thewith the Montagues. | don't thinkore Fan-

wide. audience proposed "residents" and "tourists.domwas meant as an act of exclusion. It may
Sue Francis and Larry Niven came to ReGold knew mass-media fans who consideretiave been a reply to feeling excluded; it may
gency Dancing. Fuzzy Pink Niven couldn't have been yet more innocent terminology.
so | dined with the Nivens afterward. Mat- "We were going to call iffraditional Fan-
thew Tepper didn't attend the con; who wasl hose who have no power to judge dom for a love of tradition," Arnie said. "We
first to tell him the hotel's master chef wasof other times but by their own, kicked it around for months. Show us a better
GustavMauler? We got to the Valencia Ball- should always doubt their term." But | had not come to quarrel, about
room, with a roof view, for the end of Lynn ¢onclusions. that or Webzines either. | loved these fen; the
Gold's filk concert, there being a coincidence Johnson Way to get them in my convention was to go
of her name and her birthday; then Independ- to them. We talked of Marshall McLuhan and
ence Day fireworks. Joni Dashoff said her son topology. Teresa Cochran helped.
Jared, only non-Asian in his high school,her far from core and cried "Eeuw, you read
surprised its Mah Jongg club. Similarly whenbook®" | said, "Our fanzines, filking, Mas- Cooler in the night,

the late Gary Louie found Los Angeles fan-querade, have some element of participation, Who cares how much we agree?

dom he mixed right in. Martinis at 2 a.m. insome element of art." An hour later Glyer = One mountain, one man.

the Fanzine Lounge After Dark. Hildebrandmoderated Stevens, Willmoth, and me on

and Sheriff discussed Harlan Ellison. A tele-'Fannish Trivia". In this company | was out- Back to the Marriott. Tom Galloway,
vision showed the David LyncBune | took classed. | told of Scott Shaw in peanut buttedanice & Chip Morningstar pondered debates
Sheriff to find Tomomatsu. For the newslet-at the 72 Worldcon. Stevens said, "I wasas part of a con schedule. | thought fans'

ter, Hotel Liaison. He got the peanut butter off inminds showed better in the more free-form
his bathtub. It looked awful. He gave theconversation of our usual panels. In the Fan-

Loscon toga feast maid $20. She said she'd seen worse; whaine Lounge After Dark were layered drinks,
Begs "Eat grapes.” | hear Elayne wasthat?" blue-raspberry vodka, orangecello. | heard
Say "Must have cow now." Woody Bernardi said, "Why don't you call James Joyce and Jackson Pollock were the

the Katzes? The Vegrants meet at their place

Mary Ellen Daugherty came to the Fan+tonight. Here's the phone number." | reached
zine Lounge on Saturday, looking for Chair-Arnie before the Core panel and spokeYour chief trouble is that you think
man James. She said "No relation." About heawhile. But | was a judge in the Masqueradeyou’ve got a sense of humor. It con-
late husband Walt, Westercon's Foundin@gnd couldn't abandon one duty for anotherfuses people.
Father, Alan White had built a fine display We gave Best Master to Anastasia Hunter for Max Christy
for the Art Show. Christian McGuire again "Mortals Enchanted Here," in dark cerulean
brought spectacular s-f matte and illustratiorblue; Best Journeyman to Dannae Youngard
from Local 790, .LA.T.S.E. (Intl Alliance of for "The Scottish Play," wine-red over ansame person. It was 3 a.m. Andrew Trembley
Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving Pictureaquamarine gown; Best Novice to Jeremysaid "I'm going to succeed at sleeping while
Technicians, Artists, and Allied Crafts). Check for "No-Face,” more texture in itsothers fail." At the Xanadu party Lubov said
Mather on her tour said she liked the vitalityblack than the version I'd judged at the '0&he first read Shakespeare translated by
of amateur art. To "Keeping an S-F ClubWorldcon in Japan. Tasha & Chuck CadyPasternak, now was trying English. We dis-
Alive,” Ed Green, Kevin Standlee, Mike won Most Authentic (Journeyman) ascussedTo bring home the wealth of the In-
Willmoth. Outreach, certainly; who will do "Offering to Tchernebog" from the S.M. Stir- dies, you must carry the wealth of the Indies
it? From the audience | asked libok for ling book Peshawar Lancerstwilight blue, with you.On one tentacle, translating poetry
young peoplavas ageist. A man said “Whereforest green, and frightening. Afterward Ber-calls for a poet. On another tentacle, by com-
are the hall costumes?" so | happening to berardi kindly gave me a ride to the Katzen-munication one receives what one didnt al-
hall-costume judge got up, gave Standlee haus, dropping off Ron Bushyager who waseady have. | said art was partly subjective,
rosette for his Captain of White Star Federstaying at another hotel. partly objective.
ated Spaceways outfit, and sat down. There were beets and Braunschweiger left, Daylight Sunday. Pasadena won unop-

Programming chief Kathryrn Daughertyand beer, and Ross Chamberlain who may ygtosed for 2010. Espresso with Sandra Chil-
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dress & James Briggs, to whom SMOF Rac-
ing now meant their horse Cara Blanco, a
winner on Friday, his silks a propeller beanie

in purple, gold, and green, on the sleeves
white stars. Bobbi Armbruster and the Wom-

bat took shares. To the post-Masquerade
session. "The Scottish Play" sparked discus-
sion of the relative weight of story and cos-

tume. We said, do what you deem will be

good, find your own focus, think; drama can

lose, or come-pose-turn-go win; the judges'
task is to rate a strong apple higher than a
weak orange. An entrant: how do people

learn? The Wombat said, sometimes there
are panels at cons; the West Coast has Co
tume College; local clubs. Masquerade Di-
rector Joseph Kerezman said, learn by doin
| said, why wait to be taught?

At Closing Ceremonies, Tomomatsu in
the manner of Louis Armstrong sang "And |
think to myself —" and we all joined in,
"What a wonderful world." Supper with Judy
Bemis & Tony Parker, who often have bee
where | haven't. Bemis is another SMO
Racing partner. Secret Masters Of Fando
as Bruce Pelz said joke-nonjoke-jokeAlso
Bernardi had given meévlarquee 5/6 and
Wood Pulpl with his perspective on Las
Vegas fandom around the '87 NASFiC ancf1
the '93 Silvercon, which called for their mo-
ment. | went to or was gotten by the Garci
gang. Hildebrand noted the smugness of

atheists. | said, we theists are partly to blamely',I

we must have been annoying. Geordie How

earlier with his Canadian perspective hajg

helped me think about reverse snobber
Dave Clark arrived with a copy &ebble in

the SkyHis book business, he said, had bee
good. Klein-Lebbink said the Art Show, a

third the size of Loscon's, had sold half aéé

much.

People drifted in and out of the Dead Dogi

Party. | found the Fanzine Lounge After
Dark watching animé James Daugherty
strolled over the grounds with me for an hou
or two; cooler in the night. | wanted to know

Corwverdional
2740% age

Bouchercon 38
Baltimore, MD
October 9-12, 2008

Report by Martin Morse Wooster

% knew 1 was not in our fandom when |
showed up for Bouchercon at 6 on openin
day. | normally show up around 6 the first
day of a con, but was somewhat croggled t
find that registration closed at 5:30!
Like most Bouchercons, Bouchercon 3
ad minimal nighttime programming to en-
mable congoers to take in five tracks of pro
dgramming beginning at 8.30. So | went to th
bus stop to head to where | was staying.
middle-aged African-American woman was
itting next to me and a thug walked up t
er. “Ever see a man stomped to death?” The
&hug said.
So no wonder the world mystery conven
on was in Baltimore! Here we were in
obtown! As we know from “The Wire,
Homicide,” and other David Simon shows,
altimore is a violent, depraved town wher
the cops roll the wheelbarrows out on Saturg
Hay night and toss the corpses in on Sund
morning. And as we know from the novels of
aura Lippman—you know,Mrs. David
imon—even the yuppies in Federal Hill an
anton spend most of their time committingare
lonies.
Of course downtown Baltimore is as safe
s other large cities. But the organizers of thgta
convention didn’t know that. One Canadia
novelist told me that the convention staff toldW
her not to leave the hotel at night, becausF

she would be killed.

Dichotomy, a hard word at 3 a.m.

(0]

(0)

e

convention is the tombstone of Edgar Allen
Poe, Surely someone could have organized a

visit, and perhaps read Poe’s poems, much as

Fritz Leiber did so memorably at the 1980

World Fantasy Convention. Two blocks
away, Dashiell Hammett worked as a private
detective for a few years before he became a
successful author. But the Milwaukeeans
cared as little about Hammett as they did
about Poe.

Bouchercon was a generic convention that
could have been held anywhere. The 1400
fans tended to be older than sf fans, and more
likely to be women; Bouchercon was about
65 percent female, with an average age of 60.
Over 90 percent of the panelists were au-
thors; there were no fan panels and the travel
budgets for book editors to come to Boucher-

on were severely cut, ensuring that these
editors stayed in Manhattan.

There was even less of an overlap with sf
andom than there was at the last Boucher-
on | attended in 2001. | estimate that there

would not have been more than five people

‘who were both at Bouchercon and Denven-
%ion. Larry Smith’s staff did run a table

although Smith was at Albacon in Albany)
and reported good sales; mystery fans will
also read Terry Pratchett and Jasper Fforde.
The most surprising ex-fan in Baltimore
was Scottish cartoonist Jim Barker, a fre-

‘quent contributor to British fanzines in the

1980s and 1990s. | tried to make contact
with Barker, but never managed to talk to
him. (I would have left a message at the voo-
doo board except, oh yeah, thisngstery
fandom they don’t have voodoo boards).
arker now has a magnet business, and sells
magnets with his cartoons to tourists. He also

Ss he does promotions, public relations,

His websites
magneticscotland.com and
ise.com.

Although there was a small con suite,
ffed by members of Sisters in Crime, what

and “personalized cartoons.
cartoon-

nyou do at Bouchercon was go to panels. |

ent to six of them, which was six more than
saw in Denver.
The first panel | went to was on the future

The reason a convention staffer would b
so clueless is that the con was run from Mil-%f the mystery short story, moderated by

waukee. Bouchercon has a strict four-yeaWISpy_VOICEd Alfred ~Hitchcock - Mystery

Kipling

. : . r\/lagazineeditor Linda Landrigan. The pan-
pned rotaFlon. When it came tlmg for theelis;ts, most of whom were associated with
ast Coast’s turn, there were no bidders. S

he staff ofCrimespree Magazine Milwal- ystery Brief, a website promoting mystery

- ) ) short fiction, gassed on about how Conan
one point | said something so unexpected h ee-based semiprozine, bid fpr .the ConvenDoer was really something and that Chan-
stopped. That was unexpected for me. | don?on' They ran it with some logistical SUpport y o guy, he was swell too. | then asked how
think I do it very often, and don't try to. | did rom Mystery Loves Company, thg Balti- many markets paying more than five cents a
it to Harlan Ellison once. In another hour or™Or€ Mystery book§tore. Their main hOtG’lword there were for mystery short stories.
two my airport bus would come; | didn't carelVas the Sheraton City Cepter, which, as th%he answerEllery QueenAlfred Hitchcock
to sleep. | walked through the casino and thXVyndham and the Omni, hosted a greaf

. . he Strandand invitation-only original an-
empty halls. Sometimes | wrote. fany Balticons in the 1980s and 1990s. thologies. There isn't anything else. No one

The Milwaukeeans, whether dellberatelyhas ever figured out a way to pay writers for

and indeed asked him what he'd learned. B
as fans will we drifted in and out of topics,
talking of acceptance, exclusivity, reason. A

I(')tr from tlgr&g)t.rance,sygnk;)lredk Baltlmofres rt'ﬁh online mystery short stories.
lterary traditions. Six biocks away from the = g, chercon had three pro guests of
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honor. | missed Laura Lippman’s speech, but
heard some of Distinguished Contributor
Lawrence Block’s. Block promised his fans
that he wasn't going to kill off any of his
many series and was too poor to retire, par-
ticularly given the stock market's troubles.
His fans rewarded him with the longest line
for any author; there were at least 100 people
in line and many had several books to be
signed.

International guest John Harvey was very
entertaining. He explained that he had actu-
ally written 100 books, but far too many of
them were Westerns and biker novels written
under pseudonyms for New English Library
for 300 pounds a year. Writing one 400-page
Charlie Resnick mystery a year was far less
onerous than grinding out pulp at a 10-book a
year pace! Harvey also enjoys adapting other Ngver compromise your delusions of grandeur
authors’ work for the radio, and after writing
tough detective fiction all day relaxes reading

North American literary fiction, particularly a British novelist and comedian, encouraged Capclave

Lorrie Moore, Annie Proulx, and Alice heckling as long as it met the standard of .

Munro, who is “my favorite writer writing British comedy clubs, where anyone can get Rockville, Maryland
now.” Harvey also enjoys the detective nov-on stage for five minutes and get the hook if October 17-19, 2008

els of Peter Temple and George Pelecanos. they're not any good. Bellingham said thatR
The panel that was most like a Worldcorthe all-time greatest heckler was someone
panel was the Batman panel, in which variousvho ridiculed American actor Eric Douglas. _.
comics writers and mystery novelists pon-The hapless Douglas insisted on outs?ayinglrst qff, as the WSFA wars of 2006-07 re-
dered the Caped Crusader. They asked qudsis welcome to increasing boos. “Do you ede, it's important to note who was and was
tions one might not have thought of, such asknow who | am!” Douglas said,|'™ Kirk not at’ Cﬁpclava. Alexis EnthEe ?}'"'I_?_mg
Does Bruce Wayne preserve the bedroom hBouglas’s son!” mehr.?n td'td er?t. dor Wa;.d ?:'L | ynCG.'”.I ed
slept in as a kid? Is Batman a detective? (No, One heckler stood up and said, “Nlo hl € did a el? » as hl' f har,esf ('j'an
but he does detection.) Is Alfred more likeKirk Douglas’s son.” A second, a third, and a(W orr:evgr too pa(;t n |s|at eLS eéj S)'I
Batman’s mom or is he an SAS veteran anéburth, all of who pretended to be the son OL T ‘rﬁl delpgz sal f’ 't.? cearttt at .H?.pc ave
professional armorer? (A little bit of both.) the star ofSpartacus arose. The younger thas e ed into atr?”t]”gr p? em. 1his ;N?s
How closely does Batman resemble Monk?ouglas then ran off stage, Re kseltl:on .lyear dah apclave was % €
(Pretty darn close.) Here are the winners of the 2008 Anthony ockville Hi th')l?’ 6}” tt ey arettcorgmltte to
As for the beer panel, it was pretty lameAwards. oge tm(z)geo' 1K€ ats 3t/ezt;1r, S‘. eln ance h\.NﬁS
But everyone who asked a question got a free Website: Stan UlrictStop, You're Killing 3egtlied at éblgmci):rﬂorg Smer?qberlzcai\(/jeﬁav(;, f;:”en
beer! Me! . .
| also attended the live auction, hosted by Special Services: Jon and Ruth Jordarit Sot;) when %esgzn\éentlorr]l ended in 1997,
Chris Ceepak and Donna Andrews, a Washcrimespree Magazine T . elcause ibl asb cbosen to stay In a
ington-based mystery author who also writes Best Critical Work: Jon Lellenberg, Daniel "&1alvely accessi .e suburban . venue, C"?lp_
some sf. The auction raised quite a bit ofstashower, and Charles Foley, clave is expensive; at-the-door memberships
money for the Enoch Pratt Free Library and  Arthur Conan Doyle: A Life in Letters Wereh$20 andrtareh rising to 3&65 in %039- ITh'e
the poverty-fighting Viva House. Most of the (Penguin) con ha got a tS OkW’ ? pretty goo ?rz;l]ers
prizes were signed copies of novels, but many Best Short Story: Laura Lippman, “Hardlyroom’ and two fracks of programming. 'here
authors offered something more, includingknew Her” (Otto Penzler, ed., \llv.erre]:.a few par(tjles, |nqlud|ng those for Ra-
margarita mix, gardening tools, a hand-mixed Dead Man’s HandHarcourt)) elgF Ilrll 2910 an ;{enohln 2011. | G
bootleg of Bruce Springsteen songs, and a set Best Paperback Original: P.J. Parrigh, ¢ MO ov;gng my bouc Iercont rtes:) ve to let
of toilet seat covers guaranteed stolen from @&housand Bone@ocket) 'IE)h ore f rogrammlngf, wen tto WO pane T;I.I
rest stop on the Garden State Parkway. Best First Novel: Tana Frencln The | € srge; preis. ptinetj .]\C/vas E)re y gen"erlc, a
The biggest bid was $1,500 for a TuckerilWoods(Viking) ear’r(;eb trtomt; IS that 1 ty;)u rﬁ.a tshma prsss,f
zation in Laurie King's next novel (not a  Best Novel: Laura Lippmanwhat the you ;"I er be sure no b(') s Ihp' ouian r? 0
Sherlock Holmes pastiche). Second prize waBead Know(Morrow) returnable ‘copies to a big chain who then
author Sandra Marshall, who promised to  The entire ceremony, including tributes tJ)roceeded to return all of them, causing the
Tuckerize a dog and a cat in her next novel.awrence Block and the late small press pu.bllsher_to go bankrupt.
That got $300, until one fan said she wouldlames Crumley took 27 minutes! The mor‘ellnter”estlng panel was of mem-
give $900 if Marshall would also include her | was Bouchercon member 1305 and PSS of thhe Sigma” sf grOlpr Wholpegoglcally
guinea pig. Though the novel didn't have aregistered about a month beforehand. I'd s n;est ?Departmentq Horr;}g anh ecurllty
guinea pig, Marshall promised to add oneattendance of 1400 is about right. (Unlike: ) oln. utémst scerr:arlos. lT '?’ the panel-
and the pet-loving fan ponied up $900. 2001, the con didot sell out.) SﬁS?XPSa'.”e , WasdtTe rr?SUIt Y gﬂe QtlUy tat
Sunday’s Anthony Awards luncheon had In 2009, Bouchercon will be held at the h i uﬁn.ce anld bep nology |rer:: ora?
Mark Bellingham as toastmaster. BellinghamHyatt Regency Indianapolis, October 15-18. who thought it would be interesting to have s

eport by Martin Morse Wooster
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writers advise the government on futuristfour or five levels of thoughtfulness.” He “Pulpcon” service mark lapsed in 1989, Gor-

scenarios. Arlan Andrews, analogwriter added that the best gift he had ever receivedn has been named Hevelin's successor in
who worked as a White House aide duringvas in 1986, when a convention in Louisvilleinterest to Pulpcon and has been handling the
the Clinton administration and knew whichmade him a Kentucky Colonel, with all the con’s business matters since 2002, and “any

pros to contact, aided him. privileges of that rank, including being ableuse that Jack or others on the Pulpcon com-
The official DHS pamphlet explaining theto sit in the “colonels’ box” at the Kentucky mittee made of the service mark was “only

program was called “Stranger Than Fiction?"Derby. with the express or implied authority of Mr.

and stated “who better to help DHS balance Afterwards we all had our cake and IGorton.”

more traditional thinking about homelandwent home. So Chomko and company say they will be

security than science-fiction writers? After changing the name of their pulp convention

all, Sci-Fi wordsmiths long ago told us about Pulpcon Torn Apart in Columbus to PulpFest 2009. Their website

tourist spaceships and wireless handhelghco | read Mike Chomko's September els accessible by visiting www.pulpfest.com.

communicators.” The DHS brochure addeqyyj gefending his conduct on the Pulpcon . . )
that the sf writers were unpaid and thalommittee, | wasn't surprised that a lawyer Craig Miller to Write
members of the group 'h0|d advanced degqt involved in the controversy about who the Resistance
grees—most have PhD's—and others args the right to call their con “Pulpcon.” Craig Miller has a major role on the team

medical doctors or professional engineers.” ~ chomko, Jack Cullers, and Barry Traylor creating Resistance a new Australian  sf
English majors Larry Niven and Michael hree of the seven members on the PulpcoB\ovie and television project. Tellingile
Swanwick, though, are Sigma members. : project.

i : . committee, had been pushing for changes ih7g readers that he's writing the movie script
The panelists couldn't say what they didie way that Pulpcon is run, such as holding ounts to letting the catgout of the cellg-
except to note they were well fed. They alsq; ejsewnere than Dayton, OH. In faCt'(fhane bag, but there’s a lot more to Craig's

were met by feds who couldn’t say who theycpomko went off on his own and contacte hifit
were or who they worked for. Thus it was farihree other Ohio cities about hosting th essgzissltt;llrl]tg: ttﬂznsigzrat.of a covert attemot
from clear if there was any conversation at.onyention. But the the four other committeeoy aliens from outer sgace to take over ?he
;hnedsgui%rﬂgi;gnferences between sf writefgempers - including the chair, Robert GOorgath and a guerilla-style battle to stop them
. ton — responded by voting to renew th , ;
T, v, b s vt B 0 © 7 ben o f e o, ot et e
useful in exposing homeland security offi- |, he democratic spirit that characterizeg, e interes.ting is its focus on a band of
cials to new ideas. Michael Swanwick Saidamerica of the present day, Chomko SOOI her-smart teenagers at the center of this
he was hz‘:‘lp.py to ,lntroduce the idea that ther§emanded that Gorton and another commMitzondict: not only do they have to save the
could be “victory” in the war on terror—i.e. toe member resign: world But they have to deal with school
a_world where We.could board an airplane  «j50k Cullers, Barry Traylor, and | have pormones and dafin '
with far less security than today. And Budgeciged that if we want to move the conven- g
Sparhawk found the conferences a good tijon forward, it is impossible to continue to Dillon, executive producer of That's-A-Wrap
sheet. He recalled one conference where thg, \with Bob Gorton and Don Ramlow. Productions. Who's now handing it over to
feds were photographing whltebqards—anq-hey seem to feel that shortening the congjjjer He’II,deveIop a bible covering the
Sparhawk was privately scribbling down vention to three days will be enough to turyovie and follow-on television series and
some of the best ideas. things around. They seem to think that byfhen write the screenplay for the movie
Saturd.ay night WSFA held a party. Th?creating a few generic flyers that seem to beCraig’s a terrific writer with a wealth of .
more dedicated WSFAns dressed up for itagdressed to people who already know abowy herience. I've worked with him before and
Bob Mclintosh wore his kilt. Lee Strong, Pulpcon, the convention’s troubles will be|'\row he can bring a special ma iResis-
recently retired from the military, showed off 4o They seem to think that they need tQance” said DiIIong“HeF')s o c?t el
his medal from the Honorary Order of St.geyote very little time and energy to tUMinat can handle the complicati%ns of story
Christopher, a group that honors excellencgyipcon around. They seem to think thabng character that will see us through not just
in military transportation. , communication is unnecessary.” a movie but through story after story of a
The winner of WSFA's Small Press - e trio decided to move on, and take theslevision series.” fc\]/liller V%” also ser¥/e as
Award was Tom Do,,yl-e’ for his story “The Pulpcon name with them. Jack Cullers hadyecytive prodU(.:er and showrunner for the
Wizard of Macatawa” iParadox Magazine yesearched the service mark originally regisplanned follow-on television series
Do_yle’, an enthusiastic participant in a locakeeq by Rusty Hevelin and discovered it had Miller has worked in the entertainment
writer's group, thanked his glrlfrlerJd fOr |apsed in 1989. Cullers applied to have it "Cindustry with top creators like George Lucas
accompanying him on research to Spoo"%egistered in his name. and Jim Henson and on projects ranging

Michigan graveyards.” As a result of the schism, two Pul - -

' PCONrom children’s series and young adult pro-
WSFA then presented author GoH Jamegere announced for next year, Pulpcon 38 iRrams Curious George Bgast g\]/Vz)trsl;o 251)
Morrow and critic GoH Michael Dirda with Da ; ge,

. g [9S yton on Aug 14-16 and Pulpcon 2009 iny thol ies for Showtima

Perkins. Morrow's painting showed an Irish =~ However, on November 3 Jack Cullersyroject is his background in science fiction

eived letter from Robert W. Jones, arhaying been an avid fan of the genre since

tomeykrzt%inel?t by lRo:)erlt G,(t)rr]té’n' -l;]hechildhood. In his early days in the industry,
; : er asked Jack to voluntarly withdraw NiShe \was a publicist who's been credited with
rounded by books, many of which Dirda hadappiication to register the service marksiarting fe?n-based marketing which now

reviewed favorably in thwashington Post “Pulpcon” and to discontinue using the markyyiyes ‘much of what's on the internet and
Dirda said this was the best thing he hagy the Pulpcon 2009 website. As Chomkayhat happens at the annual San Diego Comic
ever been given at a convention. David Hartgyjained in an e-mail he sent to a list thiSeon. Brodcion o HResStancdente i

well concurred. Dirda’s painting, Hartwell \yaok Gorton’s attorne -
-, o ’ : y says that althoughyynected to start later this year.
said, ‘is the greatest gift I've seen. It showsgysty Hevelin's initial registration of the Y

e

Resistancewas conceived by Andrew

official Capclave animal) in a library sur- o
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tondonltiimlandicomigcon
James Basen

Eastercon Chair, it's up to me to exert the
political will to do this.

So | did and my treasurer, Co-Chair and
committee endorsed and supported it.

| decided that we should do this in a way
that would involve other conventions, so
using common sense, Odyssey, the 2010
Eastercon was the sensible place to start.

London Film and Comic Con was the next
big thing, coming up, and | have worked for
the guys who run this event, Showmasters,
for a number of years, although due to work,
college as well as other commitments like
getting married, | haven't actually worked for
the guys for well over a year, but that's OK, |
know Jason, Andrea and Mark who run the
show for about fifteen years now and Stef
Elvis and lan still work the shows, and very
hard at it too.

These are commercial events, and LFCC
gets about 20,000 people at it over the two

- days. It's in the prestigious central London
Fans Promote LX, Odyssey and Zombiecon at the London Film and venue of Earls Court, which is on the Tube

Comic Con. Staffing the booth: Elvis, Graham Hill, John Dowd, Stef and they utilise about half of the massive

Lancaster, Dave Mansfeild and Ian Palmer. Earls Court hall two. | am not sure how many
dealers table in total there are, well over 300

Is it worth it? having a decent web page is par for thenaybe many more.

I bloody hope so. course of running a convention. Unless we | spoke to the gang at Odyssey and they

get out to wider audience, we will only attractwere supportive. My own Con Committee

One of the things | always think is thatthose who already know what we are about. ¢mbraced the idea and thought it was worth
there are ‘our’ type of science fiction fans outhave been doing this, and wrote about it idrying as an experiment to see if it worked.
there, who just haven't heard about convenbrink Tanka while back. Stef and myself are also running Zombiecon,
tions, societies and the social side of fan ac- Now it's really very important in my mind a fun convention, and we thought we should
tivity. There are thousands of readers of SEhat we are honest about what our converalso promote ourselves at an event, so this
and many of them just read, this is fine bytions are like and ensure we do not create arfijed in another odd type of convention, while
me, the more readers the better as it mearfislse expectations. | once saw this go horriblye also sought flyers from Octocon and
more books published, one hopes. wrong, when a high profile magazine in Ire-Novacon.

There is an inevitable decrease in théand, theRTE Guidgllike TV Guidestateside In my head how a table looks is just bor-
amount of readers who want to engage aboutr Radio Timesn the UK) stated that a ‘Star ing, someone sitting behind a table feels all
the literature that is their favoured reading. Offrek celebration’ would occur at Octocon, thewrong, | don’t want that type of stand. |
those that do, there are many avenues avaitational Irish Science Fiction convention. wanted an open area if possible. | wanted a
able for this type of activity. One would say It was an awesome disaster, as the caspace where people could walk into, and I
the internet is the prime ground for new fansom, expecting 200+ people had to cope withvanted something that would identify them to
finding their way, finding others who not only an influx of some 600+ and the programmeus as people who we should chat to.
want to read, but want to look a little deeperjust about coped after some serious changes Books.
who fancy reading a good critique of a workto the media end of it. Books you see are something that links us
or getting a decent referral by way of a re- So it's just no good attracting people whaall, | hope. I know there are a few fans that
view onto other worthy works, or want to justdon’t really want an SF convention, while atare ‘just’ fans, who like the socialising or the
explore their thoughts about a writer withthe same time, | feel its really important to getvriting or politics of it all, but nearly every-
others. out there and try and talk to people and leone | know who is a fan, is a fan of science

Yet the internet is only an island, althoughthem know what we are about. Now as arfiction and to that end they read books. That's



24  File 770: 154

is good and what isn’t, and condition mat-
tered a little, but | was just being selective.
Soon enough, | had filled the twelve
shelves with books, the main drop being
paperbacks, and the hardbacks, media tie-
ins and anthologies on the shelves on the
table. It looked good.

John had meanwhile driven his own
car into the venue, gotten unloaded and
had been attaching posters, pictures and
flyers to the back wall and it looked well.

Of course, | had already laid dilie
carpet and folded the front part back
underneath itself, as it was too big for the
area, and it looked stunning. | knew it
would be useful, and was just too good to
see disappear, | am ever so grateful to the
Great and Glorious Leaders for their ini-
tiative and Steve Cooper who helped get
the core of fandom, professionally publishedClaire of course offering some of their ownthe carpetto me, gosh some three years ago
work, always has been really. and helping me get my hands on othersnpow.

So, | thought if | had a shelf of books, itamongst many others, all of whom | am very After a few hours, we were sorted, we
would interest people, and if we could offergrateful to. | picked up books and in one casehatted with Jason, who knew John from a
these books for free, then this would result ihad books sent to me by post, which wasonvention in Derby called Inconsequential
anyone interested being able to be temptedeally cool Farah. | also borrowed some foldwhich was in the Aston Court Hotel, Derby,
money, or lack of funds thereof would not beable shelves from Mark and Claire, | knewin 1992, | met Jason myself at Inconceivable
an issue. they had some, as | had gotten hold of somiaconsequential Il at the Tudor Court Hotel,

| wanted space, posters and pictures oas well, but used them. So before work orwhich was really in the middle of nowhere,
the walls, flyers on a table and John Dowdhe Friday, | loaded my car with posters,but was a superb convention, in 1994.
was quick to suggest a large offering offlyers, shelves, books, forms and of course | had a quick wander about as the venue

HEY, Wwe'RE SPECIAL BrFeCTs
PoweRED ! THERES NOTHING:
TO WORRY ABOUT Y

sweets. the carpetand left for work at about 5am. | was taking shape, bid my farewells to Stef
Stef was able to get a table for Zombiecofinished up in the afternoon and drove theand the lads and then John and myself drove
and | was able to get a table for LX and Odshort distance to Earls Court. off in convoy for Croydon, on the way, Liam

yssey. Now these dealers’ tables are not John Dowd was driving down for the Proven made contact and said that he had
cheap. They cost about £140 each. | think weveekend, and was also staying in Croydorsourced a load of books in Bermondsey and
were getting about £275 worth of dealemwith me, so this was the suggested rendezhat he would collect them and pass them to
space. Now due to the connection and awmous point. He had made good time and adme in Croydon that evening. Once home, my
agreement to cross advertise Showmastessed of how one should get parking, | didwife cooked us chicken lasagne and | went to
events, we were offered the space for &o, and shortly found him, on his scooter. Seollect more books. Liam passed over a hav-
nominal fee. This was subsequently waived parked up inside the second part of the hakrsack load, in a quick stop on the street
in total at the event, which was really terriblyafter getting through various checks andnanoeuvre, which must have looked a bit
nice. Really that was VERY cool. getting the proper paper work and we set upizarre. These books were good quality SF.
So, between LX, Odyssey and Zombiethe table. The next day | was working, but over
con, we got enough volunteers to man the John had also brought books down frondinner we had time to look at transportation.
table. | went on the scrounge and variousarious Sheffield sources and | took my time.There are two tube stations that are good for
people offered me books, the great Mark an&tef had already secured our spot, placingarls Court, either side of the massive com-
one table lengthwise at one endplex - Earls Court and West Brompton. Us-
with body parts and various gore ing the interweb, we found that trains ran
Jocylean Konrad Lee in red baseball cap items, such as a real chain sawgdirectly to West Brompton from East Croy-
and Dave Lally talking to lady fans. hammer and pliers with a wonder- don once an hour and took about 22 minutes
ful tongue. The other end we hadto get there, which is superb really given the
another table length wise, and ondistance involved and Simoné agreed to drop
this | put one set of shelves andJohn off at East Croydon in the morning, as |
flyers, then | set up the other two would already be working.
sets of shelves, one upon the table By the time | showed up it must have
with the other next to this and been about 4pm. Peter Harrow had journeyed
started to sort the books. down from Sheffield and joined John on the
A couple of years lurking in table at half eight. This was fortunate as two
bookshops, followed by owning other people who were meant to help, had
one myself has taught me how tothings arise, which were important, but even
sort books, | may not be able toso resulted in last minute no shows.
spell, but | can alphabetise. |  The day had been busy; John and Peter
sorted through what we had, it both had differing styles. John offers sweets,
was quite a lot, and started to fill chats with people and then they ask about the
the shelves. | have an idea of whatbooks really being freeThe carpetseemed
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to get some attention which | think is nice, itfree stuff or dis-
is a beautiful carpet, such a wonderful pieceniss ideas, that's
of artwork, so unusual and eye catching. As What | say. Al-
watch on, | note that John describes the corthough amongst
ventions we are promoting in a way that comthe autograph, T-
plements what is going on this weekend. Peshirt, Toy, weapon
ter seems to focus on where people havand collectable
come from. This works well. His geographicsellers there were
knowledge of the UK added to his schedulea number of comic
of conventions that we must go to promotingshops in atten-
LX ,means that he is able to tell people wherelance, with quite
and when the nest convention not far froormassive stands,
where they live is on. This way other conven-and many a bar-
tions get mentioned, and this works well. gain to be found
The first thing | note is the devastation ofand a dealer from
the book shelves. The men have left it to m&urrey who has
to refill and tidy, as is my wont, and | enjoyedabout a thousand
giving it some work and restocking, althoughbooks or there-
| also had Liam’s books in Croydon for theabouts on sale,
following day, | got through a lot of our back including some
stock. nice early editions
A nice lady with a youngster complimentsof SF. | knew that
Peters attire, he is dressed in a very nice thrdmok dealers had attended the shows, but | Fully stocked, John refilled the sweet tray,
piece suit, but he misses the complimentdidn't know this dealer, who was with his this is a big aluminium bowl type thing filled
which | would have just smiled and thankedson, who runs the business, and to be honesith sweets. Offering people sweets as they
hoping for further niceties and continues ornit just shows how things can be, | never knevglow down to look at what we are on about is
about the fancy dress at conventions. | sigh dse existed and he never knew about Easteg tactic that works, people are very friendly
| note my co-chair and friend miss this open-con, although let's be honest, his stock wouldind nice, surprised that we are giving away

ing. She is a nice lady. fit in well at one. sweets, and many happily stop to chat and ask
I help, my tactic is to encourage people to Like what's that about. us what we are about.
look at the books, and briefly chat about the It just reinforces my belief that conven- | focus on the free books, | see people

books they like, are after or that are of intertions and fan endeavours, whether it be clubslow and look quizzically at the signs and
est. | step back then and allow them tar societies, need to get out to readers and Ipbokshelves, some people just see book
browse, where upon when they find somethem know that they exist and of course thehelves and make a bee line for them, | then
thing, | offer flyers and chat. | make mentionshow organisers shared my opinion that therexplain they are free and allow them to look
of our donation box, of course. Peter and Johis of course a cross over, it's obvious that nobver the books. Just like John found the day
have the donation box fine tuned, and makeveryone at the event might be interested ipreviously, it's a case that people first are
mention of the no moral need at all to pay fotbooks, or even if so, interested in extendingistonished that something is free, and then as
books, but donations welcomed, which seemtheir hobby to going to conventions aboutbook readers show interest in the shelves.
to work well with everyone. them, but amongst the thousands there are The doors open at 10 a.m., and at that
Not everyone was interested in the standgyeople who are indeed very interested. stage the ‘early bird’ customers swarm in, all
it wasn't to everyone’s liking, and that was We closed up after 6pm, there were stilheading to the far end of this vast hall for the
fine. The idea here is to target. Many peopl@eople queuing to see Christopher Lloyd andarious queues to get signatures from the
walk right by, some point at the body partsPatrick Stewart, quite late in the day, and iguests. The cult of popularity is what this
others just continue on, to the rest of the deatook another half an hour to clear the hallevent is about. Meeting a movie or television
ers. | don't mind at all. | continue to chat, The day was deemed to be worth the exercisetar is the main motivator for most here.
with no shortage of people, leaving some t@and Peter, John and myself walked to West The guests sign signatures all day, for
look at books as | talk to the next person oBrompton and separated as John and | maanywhere between £10 and £25. Although to
group. lts all go. aged to get another local train directly to Easthe uninitiated, this seems like a lot, to pur-
Croydon and arrange a pick up from the wifechase any signature online or in shops, is
| have a wander about at about half fivewhile Peter started the long trek back to Shefsignificantly more expensive. It's also about a
It's interesting the type of things that sell, andield, expecting to arrive home well after us. tiny piece of history, or owning a moment in
I must admit that | do have a slight inkling to  So Sunday was my first really full day ontime, where you can point at an injection of
some cult artefacts and memorabilia. Whdhe stand, and | really wanted to observe howdrenalin as a personal goal or wish came
could turn down som& For Vendettapro- it went, as well as getting out there and chatthrough as you meet the person from a fa-
motional material, or a replica of Han Solo’sting. Crazy Dave Mansfield turned up for us,vourite screen moment or masterpiece and
gun. This weekend though, | found myselfand again we were let down by two peopleknow you have met them and have a me-
being collared and networking, mostly aboutwhich seemed to be turning into a bit of amento of it all.
Eastercon. As | hadn't been at the shows for tiend. Nevertheless Dave was superb. | took Not unknown to us book fans that type of
while, people were interested to know what Imy time sorting out the books and filing thething now really, book signings and meeting
had been up to and what insane stuff we werghelves, and re sorting them before the haluthors has always been on the agenda, al-
pitching over at our space. opened, noting which authors had gonethough it must be admitted in a more relaxed
| spoke to a number of people, and securedhich surprisingly was a fair spread, includ-fashion, but Orbital had to manage two huge
a few cool openings, which | hopefully will ing books | would have thought were quiteGaiman queues at Eastercon, so not always.
bring to fruition for next year, never refusehard SF. There are a huge amount of personalities
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on hand, from Claudia Black (whom I don't | am not as outgoing as | expect peopleegular at Eastercon who has grown up with
know) that John keeps mentioning to Johmwould think, having been a book seller for ait, she stands with a huge Final Fantasy Gun
Landis and Tom Savini, who are althoughwhile, 1 am reluctant to interrupt people Sword as she talks to people.
personalities, are from a different end of theébrowsing at books, but offer advice and since John later notes that a lot of what we
movie industry. There are a number ofl stocked the shelves am able to quite readilthink is the ‘missing young fandom’ was
‘reunions’ where people from shows areanswer what stock we have. Again as thactually here in the hall, happy to take books
gathered again, perhaps not for some timeshelves are depleted, | restock. and flyers and chat with us. | also note a lot
and The Goodies are on hand as well as a Only for Liam’s books we would have of antipodeans. There are over a million
host of actors from Indiana Jones. Interestbeen stuffed. | note there is a lot of Pratchetsouth Africans now in South England, a huge
ingly the appeal is there for a variety of backand this seems to go well, with one girl ci-movement of people in very recent times,
grounds, genres and professions. cling a while, as she think two free books isand their accents give them away and | chat
Near to the side of the hall where we arenore than fair. Eventually we suggest for aabout Probe and the SFSA, which most of
there is the ‘Photo Booth'. This is where,donation she can have the other one shfiem don’t even know exists.
again for a fee, one can have a photo with theants. On average people give us a pound By the end of the day, well we are a bit
guest of your choice. Now that would be thefor books, some people are broke and wéred and the hall empties out at 5pm. | go
more popular ones, well popular here. ltdon’t mind, other take three and drop a fiverand get my car, | had found some on street
should be noted that what is actually populait works out about a quid a time. Some peoparking, once John had pointed out that it
is hard to define; people from middle rate TVple just want to know what we are about. = might be free on a Sunday, which was aston-
programmes can have a cult following, while | enjoy chatting about books and findishing as parking for the day was £17 al-
| have seen some huge stars just sit all dapyself being asked to recommend writerghough | had intended to park in my work.
with no one really interested. That must be &ased on the reading experiences of people, There is a marshalling system for event
humbling moment. ‘I like this — who would be like that.” | imag- traffic going into the show and eventually at
So over in this area, at different times, ane that will upset a few. about 6 p.m., we load up, the stand is taken
professional photographic team photo hun- At lunch time Dave Lally turns up and isdown in my absence, and | brush dtffe
dreds of people with a given star, and then, an immediate power house, this is our timearpetand take my time carefully folding it
few hours later you collect your photo. Nownow, people have had the signatures or phap.
that is a bit awesome and it's a revenue wintos and are wandering around. We don't The hall comes apart fast, and in no time
ner as well, because it creates another iteexpect memberships at the venue, althougive are on our way home to Croydon. Johns
that well let's be honest is very desirable tove have the where withal to take them, as weooth is OK, so he is happy to drive home.
get signed. just want to let people know that we exist.Despite his ailment he was there all day chat-
The location of this area seems to work imMhen Jocylean Konrad Lee turns up and alsting and he feels alright enough to drive back
our favour, as people circulate around thénelps on the stand. She was at the event drome to Sheffield. | ensure he agrees to text
hall, and we are within this circuit as peopleher own steam, with some fellow studentsme upon his arrival. | know how dangerous
go from the signing area, to the photo arerom Swindon or Swansea Uni | think, atiredness can be.

to, the talk area. Another big part of
the hall is cordoned and walled off
and seated for hour long talks. The
major guests all do a session, again
there is a charge, although it's about
a fiver, and questions are also taken
from the floor. The actors love
these at times as they get to per-
form, some sing, some engage in
humour and others give some really
hard answers.

By eleven in the day the doors
have opened to people paying a
lesser fee, and again another gush
flows into the hall. The first hour is
interesting and people browse by
and chat, but | perceive it as being
slow. John advises calm and states
that it was the same the day previ-
ous, by half eleven, all three of us
are chatting and talking continually.
John has a toothache, and | get
some paracetamol, one could proba-
bly find anything in this hall.

As we chat, we talk about our
conventions, (as if we own them
all) and people home in on what
attracts them or they are interested
in and we hand out flyers, web ad-
dress’ and general info as we find
what is catching peoples interest.

The following few days we get
five memberships via email. John
reckons one is a regular for sure, but
this is more than the average of one a
week that we get at this time of year.
Zombiecon picks up a couple of
memberships, and although Odyssey
don’'t know if they had an increase
with their treasurer on hols, Chair
Rita Medany is happy with what we
have done and keen to do another.

We decide that if we use the dona-
tions we get, and split the cost of a
table between Odyssey and LX, that it
would be possible to afford a table at
Collectormania in Milton Keynes.

Now this is the big one. | don't
care how big Dragon*Con or San
Diego Comic Con is, this event is,
well it is manic, but it must be the
busiest SF show in the world.

Milton Keynes shopping centre is
one huge big massive long L-shaped
mall, and at one end it has a vast open
area, a square, Middleton Square to
be exact. For Collectormania some
300 dealers tables, and up to 40
guests will appear and upon this the
masses will descend.

Its free you see. It's in a shopping
centre, there is no entry fee. Milton
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Keynes is just about equidistant from Londorpose.
and Birmingham; it has a great road system We didn't sit behind a table. We gave
and is next to the M1. The shopping centraway free books and sweets. We had people
have made it publically known that on anwho are outgoing and also dare | say, charm-
average weekend they get about a quarter ofiag and charismatic, and with Dave M, hand-
million shoppers through their doors. Theysome and cool in a more cool than John
count them in and count them out, it's a legaCoxon way.
and fire requirement and makes commercial Well perhaps it's an exception, although
sense. On a Collectormania weekend, well itve will only know that once we have run a
goes to 600,000. few others. Rita has already said that Odyssey
That's right, over half a million people. would do the same again as this year, well it's
Now maybe half that are regulars, who jusg London convention, and people were sur-
happen to be in the shopping centre, so letprised that we were promoting something
say a quarter of a million people show up jushearly TWO YEARS away. They were inter-
to see the show. Now that’s incredible. Thereested though in how that works. Sparks, who
fore there is a waiting list for dealer’s tableswas also at the show, working for Jason and
and as much as they would like to, | know theCo. on the tech end of things, (it's a small
guys cannot give us a discount on table spaceorld) also thought that if a Glasgow Easter-
| also think the free books and free sweetson for 2011 came about, that promoting at
thing will work even better, as there will be aCollectormania Glasgow would be a no
less specialised punter wandering about. brainer.
also know that there are quite a number of So onwards we go. Getting word out to the
stands that sell books as well as everythingght people. This weekend | am going to pos ,
else, the way that dealers compact so mucaround 240 letters and LX posters to shopi‘ay Bradbury'’s poetry award.
into so little space has to be seen to be bexcross the UK and some in Europe. Book-
lieved, complex shelving systems and spacshops mostly. Asking them to put up our
utilisation is the name of the game at thigoster. It's such a cheap and easy way to get Bradbury Celebra.‘t?§ .88th .
show. So we are now on the list and | am offvord out there. | was so impressed whgﬁay Bradbury celebrated his &lrthdgy n
getting more books. Orbital posters were in the comic and boog'e best possible way for a great sf writer, in a
| just think that this is a way to meet othershops in London last year, this was a re pokstore, sur.rounded. by fans with newly-
fans, who may just be interested in what weffort | felt, and we need to do the sam _yrchased copies of his latest book, feted by
do, the whole idea or concept of what a fan isEvery weekend Peter visits shops in York?'S colleagues. .
is hard to define, but if people like books, likeshire, with Flyers as well as posters and we Bra_dbury drew an overflovy agdlence of
chatting about them and fancy discussingvill be mailing posters to the libraries in aﬁNe”'W.'SherS to Mystery & Imagination Book-
them further, want to hear from authors anaxpanding area around the convention, dovﬁjf'Op. In GIenQaIe California this afternoon. I
enjoy a social aspect then | want them tdo the midlands and up to The North East. Was In the splllover crowd on the sidewalk for
consider Eastercon. Believe it or not, we ended up gettin while, looking at George Clallyton Johnson
So we have had a little success here withO00 posters, for what we would have gott rough the QOor, and Bradbury's head through
this outreach idea. Of course if it works for250 for elsewhere, and if | remember the la e 'store WmdoW' | also watched as one of
us, maybe it will work elsewhere, and | askedime | did posters, about 100, because Hayl y's Pandemonium Theatre cadre' of actors,
about whether Worldcon promotes itself atshopped around and found a really go obert Kerr, 'read .Padre Mappples sermon
San Diego Comic-Con or Dragon*Con. Theprinter, and we keep searching for ways #>rson Welles' role iMoby Dick) .
immediate response, from those wise peoplmake our OPM money stretch further. The Science Fiction Poetry Association
whom people who are er younger are meant | collected more books thanks to Liamygresented Bradbury with the 2.008 Grar!d Mas-
to consult, was not so good. connections on free cycle last weekend, tgr Poet. Award as part of his 88th birthday
Promoting Worldcon at D*c and SDCCgood eight boxes worth, although it's nofelebration.
has been tried and shown to be compreherenough, | also think a Map with pins pointing .
sively unsuccessful for getting people into USut events and calendar listing all the conven- UCLA Dedicates
Worldcons tions going on for the next 18 months will Bradbury Plaque
Of course something that is comprehenmake good wall fillers, as well a plastic stanfay Bradbury was the guest speaker at
sively unsuccessful must be well known,with the most recent Ansible — | shall seelycLA's annual library donor's dinner on Sep-
charted with empirical evidence, recorded apermission first, but that's a really neat ongsmper 19. John King Tarpinian reported,
failure with hard facts. Unfortunately when | pager that probably says more about what thighis was the first time that the event had
ask then for specifics, it all feels a bit like thatpart of fandom is about than anything else. more RSVPs than places to sit. A very special
assertion thing that some fans come out with. Of course, it's not all altruistic endeavhonor was given to Ray; UCLA has created a
| think it's called ‘Fannish Fictional Asser- ours. The moment of payback was quite spgraque that will be installed outside the former
tion’ where a statement is made, as if fact, butial. Jason and | were chatting on Saturdgypning room where he wrote ‘The Fireman’ in
upon closer inspection or dare | say investigaevening, about lots of things, and he notefhs1 and therFahrenheit 451in 1953. Mr.
tion, well it all falls apart. that John Hurt, one of his guests was leaving:s speech entertained the crowd, with many
It's not that bad actually, | am guilty of He knows how much of a fan I am of Hurfayghs and two ovations. Only Ray could tell a
FFA, but as an apprentice in the secret waysind dragged me up and took time to introdu¢gom of people at a top university that colleges
it was a bit disappointing to have vague infome, a Train Driver living in London, from gre of no value...that all one needs is a library
as apparently someone did sit behind a tablBublin. | just spoke of my appreciation of higy|| of books.”
at SDCC and only got two membershipsacting in 1984 and he approved and was
That's comprehensively unsuccessful | supreally quite nice. Payback comes in all forms.
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POSTMODERN PUBLISHING FIREWORKS
AT THE LAS VEGAS WESTERCON
BY FRANCIS HAMIT

The one panel | attended at |
Las Vegas Westercon, on A
thors and Editors, lacked i
moderator Beth Meachem

Tor Books. There was one Tol
Tadaro who took the lead aw
from Niven. He's new to Far
dom, as far as | can tell. Ho\
ever he's promoting his ow
non-profit group for writers, an
claims to have inside informi
tion about the submission prc
ess. His take is that se
publishing is a waste of tirr
and dangerous, which is curic
since his own work is self pul
lished online at his own we
site. (He apparently desig
these as a business.) Not hav
read any of his work, | can
speak as to its merit or qualil
nor am | am inspired to read
given some of the statements

WOURE ONE OF THOSE MOON HALF EMPTY" KING OF GLIYS, HUHZF"

until 1 objected to the word
“Vanity” as pejorative. The
person putting those panels
together, one “Min” (Who is
she or he? | have no idea,
myself.) didn’t like my atti-
tude, and said so. | was then
moved to one about the
Golden Age of Science Fic-
tion. Aside from having been
in it, 1 have no particular
insights or knowledge to add,
so it's not an optimal choice
for those attending it. But
“Min” does not like my atti-
tude, or perhaps my well-
known propensity for speak-
ing truth to power. | am won-
dering if this panel is de-
signed to keep the peasants
(new writers) surly but not
mutinous. There is a great
deal of blind prejudice

made. He said that the best way against self-published work
to get published is to find an agentdol- packing books. Most book boxes have beand the presumption that it must be, per se,
laborate with who will push your work to a tween 12 and 24 books each. badly done. My book, on the other hand, gets
publisher. The obvious conflict of interestin  And Barnes and Noble has no such poffive star reviews and has attained national
such an arrangement aside, | think that if afcy. Mary Ellen Keating says so. Who is sheistribution. So | am living proof that “It
agent could write to that level, he or sheThe Senior Vice President of Corporatet’ain't necessarily so”. So, for that matter, is
would simply do so without looking to pull Communications for Barnes and Noble, IncCharles Dickens who rolled his own on sev-
an amateur into the process. At anotherspoke with her today and she sent me an @ral occasions. And Walt Whitman.
point, he said that agents were demandingnail to that effect, for the record. ('m a | asked who is on that panel. | am curious
that first novels they submit to publishers bereporter, after all. | have to check that kind ofto know whether or not someone is trying to
only between 90,000 and 95,000 wordsthing out rather than just repeat it.) scare people with false information. Every
Without regard to the merit of the writing. | ~ So where did Mr. Tadaro come by thisfan wants to be a writer and lots of fans
objected that this reduces literature to a funamazing and dead wrong assertion? | have know a lot of things that are just not so.
gible commodity and that such a requirementall in to him. He seems to have some kindrhese things tend to become memes that get
simply didn't make any sense. He repliedof agenda, not that that kind of thing doesn’tepeated in our culture and a false one is
that the cause was a demand by Barnes aingppen on convention panels all the time, buparticularly nasty because it causes people to
Noble booksellers that books pack a certaiie seems to be very much interested in hawaste time doing things like trying to fit a
number to a box so that they could beng new writers toe the party line and seelstory that works very nicely at 120,000
shelved easily in their stores and that the biggency and mainstream publication rathewords into a container three fourths that size.
publishers had all aquiesced to this demand.than a do-it-yourself solution, of which manyUsually any text can be cut, but the authors’
This fails the logic test on several pointsare offered. | agree that many are not théntentions should predominate, and an agent
Having just published a book from beginningpath to success, just on the numbers. is not a collaborator, but rather a servant of
to end, | can tell you that if you want to fit a  If you simply want to have your name onthe principal, bound by law to represent his
text into a certain number of pages, it is easg book and have fifty or so copies for friendsor her best interests without regard to their
enough to alter the number of lines per paget is easy to do now and this is the businesewn.
or the space between the lines, or the size dfiat iUniverse and the rest are really in. So | will continue to query Mr. Tadaro so
the type, to do that. (Whether or not it will beAmazon is trying to capture as much of thal can determine where he got the Barnes and
easy to read is another issue. One of the tyripusiness as they can with BookSurge anBloble story or if it is just something he in-
mistakes of self-publishers is packing theCreateSpace. It is very lucrative, except fovented on his own. He was rather intent on
text into as few pages as possible to get thghe authors. pushing his point of view and cut me off
POD production cost, and therefore the cover And now there is a panel proposed orseveral times when | tried to add a comment.
price, down. Boxes come in various sizes!The Pitfalls of Vanity Publishing” for the Afterward he tried to lecture me on the
There is no “all fit one size” requirement for next WorldCon. One | was supposed to be oproper deference that fans should show pan-
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elists. It was fannish bullying, of course and,
since | have now done 102 conventions, and
dozens of panels over the last 30 years, failed
to overawe me. | politely told him to stuff it.

As you know, this WesterCon was more or
less a drive by for Leigh Strother-Vien and
myself. We had much more fun playing
poker. We went, as we usually do, to see old
friends and make new ones. We succeeded in
both. But the layout of the con was strange
and the venue one that discouraged active
participation. The size of the place seemed to
dwarf the participants. | had an eerie feeling
of being in the Mormon version of one of the
late Saddam Hussein's palaces.

The room rates were sky high and we
didn't want a third year of battling Marriott
over their damnable insistence that feathers in
the room are aine qua nonfor comfort.
(Leigh is allergic.) So we stayed elsewhere
and at a distance. | had a book signing that
Sunday. We came for three or four hours on
Thursday and again on Saturday. The one
time we visited the ConSuite, it seemed com- Anocther fan saw conspiracy and said thavollheim); Rehupa (Charles de Lint; Michael
fortable and well run, but it also seemed ahe SMOFS do this kind of thing so that theyStackpole); and SAPS (Jack Chalker; Gordon
good two miles away, and one had to passan ram things through the business meetingklund).”
through a smoke-filled casino to find it. As that the rest of us won't stand for. | looked at In this case the fascination with famous
we were sitting talking, a confused andthat on the program and didn't see anythingnames has hoist the writer by his own petard.
winded Larry Niven appeared, asked “Wherebut some rewrites to bylaws. As | understandHow can somebody understand the notion of
is the Con?” with desperation in his voice andt, (not a SMOF and not a business meetingn apa for hoaxes and still be taken in by the
headed out. | was slightly fearful for his well-fan either) any changes have to pass througtontributions of Cordwainer Bird? All of
being. The company was generally pleasantwo conventions to be adopted. As | saidCordwainer Bird’s contributions to APA-H
as it was when | visited the Green Room. above, a lot of fans know too many thingswere written by Elst Weinstein or me.

Not so pleasant were the actions of avhich ain’t so.
group of Los Angeles fans, who decided to It was a bad weekend in other ways, too. Gearing Up for Halloween
make a display of their personal disapprovaliom Disch killed himself and a Big Name the associated Press predictably readied
of Leigh and myself (it's a very long and Fan | didn't know was killed on the way t0 America for Halloween 2008 by issuing arti-
boring story and one | won't tell here). Theythe Con in a traffic accident and her fouryes apout people dressing in costumes. But
walked by us repeatedly, making a great showompanions injured. its coverage of science fiction costumers was
of ignqring us. It took me back fifty years to not what you'd expect.
th_e cliques at Montgomery Cqunty Junior It was no surprise that the article’s first
High (where | first dlscovered science flc_tlon . . example was a leader of the 501st Legion,
at the age of 12). Leigh and | wondered if we - History, Where Is Thy Sting? who parade as Imperial Storm Troopers.
had ventured to say anything to any (.)f them. The University of lowa has made a very nicedWhat was unexpected is that the balance of
they would have stopped, put .thelr flungers ™heginning in publicizing the M. Horvat fan- the article would be devoted to World Sci-
their years and loudly proglalmed | can't zine collection on its website. ence Fiction Convention masquerades. A
h_ear you." It was very amusing in a treSome  rperers also a page devoted to describingeporter interviewed Marty Gear, a veteran
kind of way. . the way amateur press associations (apafn who has presided over several Worldcon
. 300 fans at a convention used to have t&Rork. I wish its section on Contributors wasmasquerades, and he provided historical per-
times as many. Part of the reason was the SitRvss celebrity-driven: spective and comic relief all at once:
Being in a suburb of Las Vegas makes it dif- “Apas have historical signficance in that“Costuming is the second oldest tradition in

ficult and expensive to get fo. One fan tOIdmany of them contain the amateur work ofsci-fi fandom,” Gear says. ‘The first is drink-
me the cab fare from the airport was $87 -,

not a fan-friendly amount even in good times

mous genre writers and illustrators. Muching beer.

But John Hertz told me he ot a limo forOf this material predates the writers’ fame,

slightly less than $50. Most gf those | me although this is not always the case. In addi- Foss Fiction and
gntly . ! ttlon, many apa members, though not profes- P :

attending were either locals or staying elsezjna writers. were significant voices in the Nonfiction Online

where. (We got ten days lodging for less thag )14 of fanaom Examples of apas with Rick Foss displayed his versatile writing tal-

five at that Marriott.) Westercons have been.+initors of sig:,]nificant importance in the€nts all over the Internet in November. The

in a noticible decline in recent years an ield include Apa-Five (Frank Miller), APA- November 19 edition ofA CityBeathas his

younger fans have stopped coming entirely, (Harlan Ellison, as ‘Cordwainer’ Bird') nonfiction article “Angels and Aliens, How

The thin roster of guests, program items ang i David Gerrol(j' science fiction slays the city.” Also, Foss'

other attractions might have something to dg . novelette “To Leap the Highest Wall” was in

) . ; arry Niven); Apanage (Jane Yolen); Elanor ~"*
with that. Larry Niven was the only writer of (March Laumer); Fantasy Amateur (Marionthe issue ofAnalog on the stands at the same
great reputation who showed up. ' i

Zimmer Bradley, Robert Silverberg, DonaldtMme-

pa-L (Alan Dean Foster;
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ADVENTURES IN SPEEROLOGY
BY PATRICIA ROGERS

Patricia Rogers is helping sift through the
late Jack Speer’s fanzines, papers, and old
photos. It's such an incredible experience
she’s been posting about it at length. (Thanks
to Pat for allowing me to reprint her adven-
tures here.)

Adventures in Speerology #1If y'all don’t
mind | will share with you my adventures in

helping Ruth sort though Jack Speer's pa-
pers. Maybe | should be writing this up as a
continuing saga for a print fanzine, as this
process is going to take awhile. In my heart |
think every day | spend with Ruth, and going
though Jack’s papers on my own, will bring

been glued together with ancient mold |

flashed on how the first researcher of the
Dead Sea Scrolls must have felt... Just how
are we going to unscramble this?

Ruth and | talked photos some more and
she told me about some she knew they had of
Jack Williamson sitting under their apple tree
in the backyard of their first home in Albu-
querque. Tl let you know when we find
those. We also went into the closet and
looked for Jack’s beanie hat. We did find one
but not the one we were looking for.

Finally | loaded 4 boxes of stuff into the
car and headed home. Ruth said it would
help her if | would take the boxes home and

amazing discoveries. Today was packed fujack and Ruth Speer at the Store them as she goes through stuff, so she

of them and all in the space of about 3 hoursygreascon 4 Hugo Ceremony. has work space. That is fine... | will just
| had told Ruth | would drop by around 3 make my guest room into Speer Storage

p.-m., and out of respect for Jack’s noted Land until we get stuff packed up and out to

punctuality | arrived at 3 p.m. on the noseme, “Jack was the executor of Roy Tackett'she library.

Ruth had 3 boxes of papers waiting for me irestate.” “Oh My! | thought as my brain Half way home | got waylaid by a traffic

the living room. In the first box there werereeled. “Is it possible that Roy Tackett'sjam caused by an accident. I-25 became a

half a dozen envelopes of photos labelefanzine collection is here too?” Certainly theparking lot and we all just sat in our cars for

with dates ranging from 1938 to 1951. Thebag after bag of fanzines that had beeslose to an hour. | thought, “Gee - what shall

first one we opened was chock-full of treasmailed toRoy make that a real possibility. | read?” | reached over my shoulder into the

ures, wonderful photos of Jack and several Next we went into Jack’s office. Therebackseat and like the “Claw” of a carnival

that looked to me like folks at SF meetings. Wwas a five-foot-tall stack of large boxes, eaclgame machine grabbed what was on top and

stared at them thinking: Is that Ed Hamiltondn the shape of a filing cabinet drawer. Writ-brought it up to see what prize I had won.

- Is that Henry Kuttner? (And, YES! | am ten in pencil on each one was my name: In the inch of papers I picked up was -

going to scan them for y'all to see.) The nextPat.” Ruth said Jack had started writing my

envelope contained photos from Jack’s yearsame on boxes of SF papers he wanted to CORFLU progress report #1 1993

in Algeria, the envelope was dated 1945. Thenake sure | found. That was the only mo- Trans Altantic Fan Fund newsletter 1992

small black-and-white photos transported menent of the afternoon that really had me The Space Collectors Catalog

to Rick's Cafe and had all the energy of aclose to tears. | had no idea he had been do- Scientifiction First Fandom Repoifall

street bazaar. Photos of camel caravans, nang that and it made me think, “Wow - he 2001 and Winter 2002

row streets with a Moroccan feel, market-really did trust me to do the right thing.” I =~ ASFACTS\M newsletter May 1993

place scenes, Bedouin traders having aftehave to work very hard not to let him down. Notes for Bob Peterson #49 March 1993

noon tea, ancient ruins crumbling into the Ruth took me to an outbuilding and in the  First Fandom Membership Roster 2002

desert sand, and a few lovely ladies - onafternoon heat we unlocked and slid the DUFF Corroboree#4 Feburary 1993

even in a belly-dancing costume. | was comdoors open to reveal (in the words of Howard WABE#1 and #5

pletely enchanted. Every envelope held treaszarter) “Wonderful Things,” and many more  File 770#53

ures, both for Jack’s family and for SF Fan-boxes. Some were labeled FAPA, but Ruth Minutes of 1984 WSFS Business Meeting

dom. Ruth told me stories and we laughed gaid that is not necessarily what is in them Terry Hughes eulogy

lot; it was lovely. We especially had fun now. | had already seen all the boxes in the Science Fiction FiveYearljov 2001

trying to figure out who all the shapely garage but have not been up to the attic yet,

young ladies were in the photos, and one iwhere Ed (Jack’s son) tells me there are even | started reading the Science Fiction

particular who was in many of the photos.more boxes. We have our work cut out forFiveYearly and found an article by Greg

(These photos were taken long before Ruths, but for me it is a labor of love to makeBenford entitled “How to Write a Scientific

met Jack!) sure Jack’s papers are preserved and st&aper”. At one point, | was laughing so hard
The next box was full of fanzines - notogether for future Science Fiction fans tol wondered if my fellow waylaid travelers

suprise there. But wait...there was a surprisestudy and enjoy. were worried about the crazy lady in the car

they were all addressed to Roy Tackett! Sev- Ruth did tell me about the two Greatbeside them, laughing hysterically. That

eral of us in the SF club here had wondere#loods. When they were living in Washing-didn't slow me down... | just kept reading

what happened to Roy's fanzines. Weton State around 1950-1960 the basement aind laughing.

thought maybe some of his collection wentheir home flooded on two occasions. Ruth | can see that sorting Jack’s papers is

to the Williamson Collection at ENMU in said Jack did not throw a thing away but as going to be a wonderful learning experience

Portales but no one was sure. Ruth said tpicked up a file folder of papers that hadfor me. I'm just sorry he is gone and | can't
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share my joy with him. envelope off the shelf, open it, pull out a rardost covers or been though a flood. But - and
P.S. - Every zine had pencil corrections bgem cut like a magazine, read the title angou need to remember this — Jack never threw
Jack of punctuation and spelling errors. Itdate for me, then gently handed me the pulpnything away. Ruth said she would occa-

made me smile every time | saw one. to look at. Here are a few of the titles shesionally try to throw something away like an
recited to me... old broken lawnmower but Jack would get
Adventures in Speerology #2Wow - Y'all Amazing Stories August 1928 Wonder home just in time to stop this silliness and

are going to get tired of me using the wordStories Quarterly- Winter 1932; Science would lug the lawnmower up to the attic and
“Amazing” while 1 sift through Jack Speer's Wonder Quarterly Fall 1929;Amazing Sto- out of harm’s way. | was up in the attic this
life in collecting, but if you were with me you ries - October 1927¥Wonder Stories March evening and just the thought of getting a
too would find that “Amazing” really is the 1933; Science Fiction Plus run of all of lawnmower up there fills me with respect for
word that keeps coming to mind. | am glad 11953; Wonder Stories Quarterly Fall 1931; Jack’s determination.
have y'all to share these stories with becausemazing Siries - October 1930/argo Stat- While we were enjoying the pulps Ruth
I am busting to talk about it when | get hometen - January 1954Amazing Stories April  shared more gold nugget stories about Jack.
and | don't want to forget even the smallestt926 and September 1928mazing Stories When looking at one sadly water damaged
detail. May 1932; Terry and the Pirates comicsmagazine she said, “This must have been in
| didn’t get over to the Speer home todayl950’s;Science Fiction October 1939Fan- one of the Oklahoma floods.” | said, “There
until close to 5 p.m. It is monsoon seasonastic Novels March 1948fantastic Adven- were more floods?” Ruth: “Yes, when Jack
here and around 4 p.m. the skies opened upres- September 1952. Also, in an old cigarwas growing up his father did not approve of
with a heavy deluge of rain and hail, all ac-box there were lots of Buck Rogers comichim reading SF so Jack hid his pulps in the
companied by a spectacular show of lightstrips clipped from their original newspapers barn and there were occasional floods. The
ning. The storm had just let up when | arrived  Sure - | have seen pulp art in collections ofunny thing is that it was Jack’s father who
at Jack and Ruth’s but the street in front ofSF art and on-line and | love the images buintroduced Jack to Science Fiction. He felt to
their house was still channeling a deep streathere is something magically different aboutbe well-rounded you needed to read and learn
of rushing water. Ruth met me at the door andeeing them on the original magazinessomething about everything. The trouble was
commented how their front porch rarely gotMaybe it is the old printing techniques,that Jack was really struck from the start by
wet yet here it is covered with several larganaybe the size of the image, maybe just th8cience Fiction and his father only wanted
pools. wonderful quality of the art itself but | was him to sample it for educational purposes.”

The storm had cooled the afternoon so weompletely mesmerized. | could have lookedlack father was a lifetime military man and
headed right out to the garage to check ouwt them for hours and wanted to study eacRuth said Jack respected and adored him. His
Roy Tackett's papers. But... On the way topainting to see every nuance like on the coveiather’s love of knowledge and learning was
the back of the garage we were grabbed by af Science Fiction Quarterly - Fall 1929... forever a part of Jack’s life too. Ruth said
large tentacled arm and pulled over to a sheVow - These guys in the plump space suitdack loved being a boy scout while growing
of Pulps. Now | know a lot of you have col- are tethered to an incredibly cool rocket butip and loved learning about nature. He also
lected early SF pulps for many a year. | haveéhe rocket is obviously moving because it hasoved digging in the creek - something his
long read the authors in them but not cola full thrust flame.... etc...etc. So now | getfather also preferred Jack not do but that did
lected the pulps themselves. Not even harlT - why y'all collect these fragile old maga- not deter the young Jack from his creek ex-
dled many of them as most of the Pulp Congines. As of this afternoon in Jack Speer'slorations.
are in areas of the country that | have nevegarage, | truly understand. Jack’s love of learning kept him going to
lived near and rarely visited. So here Ruth The issues | mention here are all in surevery science talk he could get too his whole
and | are standing in a dusty corner of a dimlyrisingly good shape, some even in excellenife, right up to the end. He always wanted to
lit garage and one by one Ruth would take atight clean condition. Others on the shelf hadearn something new and even when they
traveled Jack never wanted to take the same
path twice. He wanted to find new ways to
get there so he might have a new learning
experience along the way.

One more note on floods. When the great
basement floods happened (mentioned in the
first chapter) Ruth said “You should have
seen the backyard.” Jack filled every inch of
their back yard with wet fanzines and pulps to
try and sun dry them. He would even walk up
and down turning the pages of individual
magazines to try and help them dry out. Poor
guy - | know how | would feel if my prized
books were in a flood. Looking through some
of the water-damaged fanzines today | noted
that mimeograph ink just turns into illegible
lines with dark blue halos when drenched.

Remember Roy Tackett's stuff? We had
started out to look at that - well, not quite
there yet, next a detour up to the attic. While
looking at the pulps | noticed a skinny metal
ladder extending up into a dark opening in the
ceiling. Who can pass up the allure of that! |
asked Ruth if | could climb up and she smiled

Andrew Porter and Mike Glyer meet Patricia Rogers before a fan-
zine panel at Denvention 3.
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and said, “Sure - Just be ca
ful.” So up | went. First
plugged in an elaborate set
power cords to hopefully brin
a little light to the darknes
above. Hey, I've read a lot «
H.P. Lovecraft - | know whe
waits in dark attics.

From what Ruth had ss
about all the stuff Jack he
been depositing up there
expected a large finished at
with a floor. Wrong. There at
open beams to be tightrog
walked/crawled on with th
always-present threat of fallir

A NoT REALLY” A HAUNTE
HOUSE, (TE JusT THAT MY
WALLS AN TALK !

onto stencil, but | do feel
bad about projects lan-
guishing, such as my
promised printing of the
balance of Swisher's
time-travel thesis, and the
decimal index of old pro-
zine stories. | think it was
May Wollstonecraft
Godwin’s husband, who
died at thirty, who wrote
“When | have fears that |
shall cease to be Before
my pen has gleaned my
teeming brain...” (He
didn't reach a very pro-

one way or another through t... found conclusion.) | sup-
ceiling into the garage below. A few looseagain and maybe | could find some of thepose it's better to die before than to keep
boards and old table tops have been placgshpers she is looking for. Ruth and her chilwriting after one has run out of ideas.
between some of the beams to help as woldren have been working very hard the last “Fen may come and fen may go, but stf
bly stepping stones. Now you think all thisfew weeks to find all the legal papers theygoes on forever.” - Jack
would slow me down. Wrong again. My need for the estate but as she has smiled and | will leave you with Jack’s words.
degree is in Anthropology and | did lots ofsaid to me on several occasions, “All we
Archeology field work in college. There is keep finding is Science Fiction papers.” Adventures in Speerology #3:Jack Speer
nothing | love more than exploring danger- In a serious talk | asked Ruth if she or hewas a very lucky man. | am just home from
ous difficult places while looking for hidden children or grandchildren wanted to keep angpending another wonderful afternoon with
treasure. And from the looks of it this atticof the fanzines or fandom papers? Rutlihe charming Ruth. Now here is a woman
fits all those criteria. Even with the couple ofsmiled and said no, that her children havevho just lost her life companion, best friend,
power cords only one flashlight-sized bulbcome to the point that they have enough stuind beloved husband of 57 years. Yet even
worked and | tugged at the cord to try andn their lives and didn’t need to collect any-in her time of grieving she is the perfect
get the light to reveal the far corners of themore. Hummm... Have enough stuff???hostess: full of life, quick to laugh, and exud-
attic. There were boxes here and there, hutibon’t need to collect any more???” | won- ing the very essence ffie de vivre A pearl
caps, an old leather 1940's briefcase and theger if | will ever grasp this concept. No. of great price.
a later 1970’s hard-sided one close by. WajProbably not. We laughed so often in the 3% hours |
in the back were large bicycle wire rims In the early evening light | headed out tovas there that even though | am exhausted
more like something from a bike in thethe shed. Inside there are many boxes neatfyom running a zillion errands today, Ruth’'s
1920’'s. About 8 feet away from me was ained up, with pathways through them. Ilaughter has energized me... Shouldn't | be
small bookcase with what looked like Fan-checked out a number of drawers and foundiving her my energy? Well, maybe it is
tasy Press size books on it but | just couldots of old video tapes, some games and toysputual.
not see well enough to tell. OK - | have toand lots of fanzines - even some in the boxes | told her of all your good wishes and
climb over there... slowly. Sigh. They were marked FAPA. Then | started looking thoughcomments on what | have written describing
just 1970's SF paperbacks which had vinyla box that was marked TBF (To Be Filed, lour forays into Jack’s ziggurat. | also gave
covers to disguise their true appearance. Aissume). Not very far in | saw a carbon copyer hard copies dspeerologyl & 2 to read.
the other end of the attic was a box thabf a letter written by Jack on July 28, 1983. ItNow | am the anxious student waiting to find
looked to be full of art but I just could not caught my eye right way because in the firsout if | will get a passing grade on my term
see what was in it from my distance. | triedine it mentionsThe Futurians Harry War- paper. | gave her veto power on anything |
to figure out a way to get over there but dener's books andrhe Immortal Stornbut it have written before it is committed to paper
cided it was going to have to wait for anotherwas the last paragraph that really blew mend asked her to please let me know if | have
day with better clothing and more preparaaway. Of all the thousands of letters everygotten anything - | used the word “wrong,”
tion. | did not even open any of the boxes savhere around me that | should find thisher more ladylike take was “interpreted in-
there are still lots of mysteries to be exploredne...Well, maybe Jack is still directing correctly.”
up there. things. Let me jump back to last night. While
OK, Really - now to look at Roy's stuff. = Toward the end of the letter Jack is talkwashing, packing, cleaning, and doing a
There are 4 or 5 stacks of file cabinet boxeig about the task of dealing with the life, myriad of other chores that needed doing in
and each stack is over 6 feet high, all full ofworks, and possessions of his parents’ estateny home before | leave for San Diego early
fanzines. We just glanced at them but everydack wrote: “...discarding much, sortingWednesday, | would occasionally take a few
thing seemed to be in good shape and wellome into categories particular to one ofmoments out and sift though Jack's 1938
organized. | will move those out of the ga-them, their ancestors... ... and keeping somenvelope of photos. Some of these photos are
rage soon and look though them more thorpapers and things for such use as | can makery small - postage-stamp size. Ruth says
oughly. of them... But it is melancholy how much that Jack enjoyed developing and printing
Ruth and | headed into the kitchen andneaning has been lost.” them himself, which explains why there are
noted the time to be almost 7 p.m. and Ruth And the last paragraph in this letter Jacknultiple copies of some photos. The pictures
said she was going to make us some dinnewrote: are so small that after a while | found myself
She suggest since it was nice and cool that | “Perhaps because | expect to live forevemvandering back to my library/office in
check out the outbuilding in the backyardl haven't felt your quiet panic to rush thingssearch of a loupe so | might better make out
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what was in them. One tiny landscape needddave seen it every day. Ruth laughed and saidlike the one full of plastic coffee cups from
no magnifying glass to identify, though it did “Wait, he would not have this (mundane)the late 1960’s, but also in there was what |
take my brain a moment to register what business paper out,” and we quickly got ouam sure is a Bakelite red and black marbled
was seeing; with a childlike smile | realizedhis last mailing ofSynapse (Which by-the- holder that once held shaving cream circa
that here was a teensy-tinesy Munchkin-sizediay, Robert - Jack had opened and made ¥10-1930. So like every good dig, there may
photo of the Emerald City. Dorothy andfile for but had not started to work on yet.be a mountain of oyster shells in your mid-
friends have just turned the last corner on thRuth says he never worked on anything untilen, but if you keep looking you may just
Yellow Brick Road and a breathtaking Emer-the last possible moment.) | also started takfind a perfect spear point.
ald City looms before them. The first thing ling documentary photos of the myriad of We took lots and lots of photos amidst our
thought was: “Oh look - Jack took a photo offiling cabinets. laughter. | said | had better get some shots of
The Wizard of Oon the TV. All the prob- After taking several dozen photos wethe attic and Ruth asked for the camera so she
lems with this statement quickly occurred toheaded to the garage and on the way dould take photos of me on the way up. |
me and just as fast | remembered that thgrabbed a few shots of the front hall and livstarted to climb and Ruth, standing below me
movie came out in 1939 and he must havéng room which are, in the words of mywith camera in hand, kept saying - “Just go
been seeing it in a theater during its openingiother, “Company Ready”. Not a SF zine inup one more rung, OK, one more, well,
run. So | pictured our 19-year-old Jack seeingight. Oh, and | did ask Ruth to pose for anaybe one more so they see your head going
The Wizard of Ofor the first time and being photo. She said, “But I'm not a Science Fic-up into the dark.” | envisioned the classic
so in awe of the futuristic design of the Emertion Fan.” | came right back and said, “ButGrand Canyon scenario: “No, really, Honey -
ald City that right then and there in the darkyou are a fan of Jack’s!” She laughed andust step back one more step.” | took some
theater he pulled out his camera and took with a soft smile said | had her there and shphotos in the attic too and of the garage from
photo of the screen. You can even see theat down for the camera. that angle.
outline of other moviegoers’ heads in the Once we got to the garage | went right We dug around for a while longer in
foreground. | feel like 1 know and like him all over to the wonderful pulp magazine area andrawer after drawer of bill statements that had
the better now because of this postage stanifstarted opening a few envelopes to place thieeen paid 25 years past and ancient Christmas
image. pulps out for aesthetic picture purposes. Oholiday giveaways in a festive card - small
Another image also looked familiar, butcourse the ones | picked up were completelplastic devices that you could press into you
took me a few more moments of thought tdifferent than those | had seen the other daghecks like a notary seal that would protect
figure out with its strange spires, angles andll | wanted to do was stop right then andyour writing from fraud. There were a bunch
shadows. Finally it hit me: here was a photdhere and open each and every one! But withf these from some fifty years back. | said to
from a World of Tomorrow, the General Mo- great determination and strength of will 1Ruth - “Well, now you are all set for next
tors “Futurama” ride from the 1939 World's wrenched myself free after talking only a fewChristmas.”
Fair - Jack must have snapped the photo frophotos. To escape the heat of the garage we took a
the chair moving past the models. WOW! So  Ruth and | went over to a wall of small filecool respite in the lovely green backyard
now we have a photo from the time and placerawers (index card size). We started openinghich is complete with fountain and recently-
of the World Con in 1939! There must bethem to peruse the treasures inside - then ttaslded gazebo. Camera in hand | headed over
more! There are some photos of individualdaughing started in earnest! Look, this draweto the shed to document the plethora of boxes
standing on what appears to be New Yorks full of old wallets, and this one is filled housed there and some of the oh-so-water-
City street corners. Also, there are shots ofvith old broken belts, broken eyeglasses imlamaged files.
lots of young men surrounded by paper andnother... Have | mentioned that Jack never Finally we went back into the living room
books. Maybe just maybe we are on the righthrew anything away? | liked the one full of and had another long chat and made a date for
track. Really, | will scan these for you when ISF pins, badges and name tags. There is manext Tuesday July 29 when | am back from
get back... | promise. There Comic Con.

will be prizes for anyone that
can identify anybody in the
photos... But remember
these images are so very
small!

| kidded with Ruth that
here we have Jack taking
photos of everything from
The Wizard of OZto the
World’s Fair - surely there
have to be World Con pho-
tos!!!l  Unless Jack filed
them separately... Always a
possibility.

Speaking of filing: Ruth
and | chatted for a long time
and | mentioned Curt’s idea
of taking documentary pho-
tos so we headed off to

Jack’s office. | got down at

the level of his chair and Jack Speer and Bob Tucker at Ditto 14/Fanhistoricon in
started snapping pictures of2001. (Photo by Keith Stokes)

Jack’s office as he would

Ruth said during our after-
noon conversations that -
“Jack tied to squeeze every
last bit out of life.” Not a bad
thing to emulate... | am sure
going to try to do the same.

Adventures in Speerology

#4: Could you feel a wave of
excitement ripple through the
force around 8 p.m. Wednes-
day (July 30th) night? While
covered in dust and fearing
every moment my large beam
was going to fall though the
smaller attic beams, | spotted
a box half-hidden under de-
bris in Jack Speer’s attic. All
I could see was the word
“Robot”. Now, | LOVE tin

Robots. My back room is
decorated in “Early Robot
and Rocketship Prime.” |
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audibly gasped when | saw that tantalizingof gentility. Say — Way over there under the rafters - Isn't
word, while trying to keep my balance and While we were talking Ruth mentioned anthat the suitcase George Bailey got as a go-
keep hold of a small flashlight - its beamSF painting with two moons that her son Edng-away gift in It's a Wonderful Life |
now shining on the object of my desire. Iremembers Jack owning but Ruth does nanoved slowly towards the box of frames and
shakily slid along the rafters, inching closer recall. On the wall behind us is another verypapers.

and started to clear away the strata coveringice SF painting of intrepid astronauts ex- The first thing | pulled out was a framed
the box. Reaching in, | gently pulled theploring a mysterious world. (This is the only cardboard print of poppies, then a rolled
cardboard treasure up from its niche betweehint of Science Fiction in the living room.) photo of the well-suited gentlemen of the
ceiling boards and read “Sensor Robot 20.Ruth also mentioned her daughter is lookingDklahoma Supreme Court circa 1948. Next
Hoping for the Gort/Robbie of my dreams Ifor a Victorian painting of a cat peering overup was a small rectangular mirror from
opened the box. Life is full of surprises anda chair. This painting had been in her roomaround 1910 in an oak frame painted forest
even though this was not the robot | wasas a child but it had frightened her and wagreen; the patterns of dust on the mirror's
envisioning, it was still pretty cool. Here wastaken down. Now, like so many things thatsurface made it look like it had been in-
a flat sensor board with a picture of a roboscare us (in a good way), she wanted it baclscribed with hieroglyphs. Next to this was a
in the center and all around it was studded mentioned the box of art | had seen in thevatercolor from the same era, of an idyllic
with lights and dials. They are labeledattic and that maybe - just maybe - those twonountain scene with sheep grazing on a
“Magnet Sensor,” “Light Sensor,” “Touch pieces of art were up there. So we picked ujillside, a mountain and waterfall behind
Sensor” and “Voice Sensor.” He has redbur plates to deposit them in the kitchen anthem. Could any painting be more appropri-
light-up eyes and a large blue dial at his roheaded out to the garage. ate for a bedroom to lull you into a restful
bot's heart. Plus, a master control dial and Last week while | was away at Comic-sleep? That was it for the art but | did rather
reset switch on the base. On the back is @on, Ruth had been diligently organizing thdike a large poster | found in the same box
colorful circuit board - which our guy Jack Pulps. Three large boxes of them! They ar¢hat said “Nuts” and the one under it that

has already wired up for us. now in date order and seem to be completsaid, “Pecans - Toasted and Cracked to Per-
The box says that our “Sensor Robot 20funs of magazines such Asnazing Stories fection”. Our Jack was a good southern boy,

can: from the beginning through the 1930’s.wasn’t he! Sadly, no cat or moons paintings
- Perform 20 different experiments Many of them multiple copies! here.
- Responds to light, sound, magnetism, On an aside - | just want y'all to know | gathered up the mirror, poppies, and

and moisture how much | must want to bring these advensheep and set them closer to the opening so |
- No previous electronic knowledge re-tures to you because right now, In My Living could take them down to show Ruth. Then |

quired Room, are all three of these boxes of pulpstarted to look around again with my flash-
- Large display board complete with alland | am dying to look though them. I sitlight.

parts here typing away at the computer and | can So - this is where old electronics go to
- Requires one 9V battery hear their mysterious stories and riveting artlie! A reel-to-reel tape deck from around

OK - insert “caffeinated drink” for “9V calling me from the other room. Loudly Call- 1960 stared blankly at me and | thought what
battery” and | resemble that description on ang! | am going to bag, rate for condition, a good costume Robot head it would make. It
good day. My new “sensitive” well-wired pal and help Ruth to sell them, but for a litlewas wedged between an early video camera
and | had lots in common. while at least | can enjoy their company. (1975) and a single slide projector (1945). In

Oh yeah. | am still balanced on a small After Ruth showed me all her work on thea box nearby was a cast iron pedal-type
board in a warm dark attic and have othepulps | loaded them into my car along with“White” sewing machine and on the other
tasks at hand - but let's go back to the beginsome beat-up water-damaged old bookside a broken Koo-Koo-Clock with little
ning of the evening. (nothing special here - really) which | will Black Forest men holding up its sides. |

On my way over to the Speer’s | stoppedake for recycling. We figured if on every looked more closely at the wire wheels | had
at Whole Foods and picked up a little suppetrip | take some trash it will help to clean outseen from a distance the last time. There
for Ruth and I. Noodle salad with cucumberthe garage. were also wheel hubs here, and even long
& sesame oil and roasted turkey. Ruth and I Now - up to the attic. Ruth found me adeflated inner tubes. On the other side of the
sat on the couch in the den and chatted for flashlight and with a playful grin wished me attic | could see a box of old chemical bottles
while about politics, news, family mattersluck and said not to fall because she couldn’and glass acid bottles with glass stoppers,
and events, then we got out some plates arghtch me. | tried plugging in a host of wiresmaybe from when Jack was developing his
headed for the dining room table. Being withand managed to get one of the lights to workown photos. | then spotted my sensitive robot
Ruth is like being with my mother or my The other was a bulb in a wire cage and aftgpal. | put his box over on top of my pile of
next-door neighbor (Mary Noel) while grow- much struggling with the cage | was able tdrames and had one last look around in which
ing up. These women were ladies in evergxtract the old bulb and put in another - stilll saw what | think was a turn-of-the-century
sense of the word. All my proper childhoodno go. Guess the flashlight would have to bevhite enamel chamber pot buried deep in the
manners bubble their way back up to themy main source of light. rafters.
surface. Dinner is in the dining room at a The attic fan was blowing a helpful  Time to head back down. When telling
table with mahogany chairs. There is no TVbreeze though the opening, which alleviatedRuth of what | had seen in Dead Electronic
DVD, CD, computer screen, iPod, Nintendosome of the stuffy heat. | stood there on théand like the tape deck, camera and projec-
Wii, cell phone, or stereo to distract us. Justadder trying to figure out how to place smalltor, she punctuated each item as | named it
two people talking in a pleasant quiet room. kross boards on the beams to be able to crawith the word, “Broken.” And she smiled.
sit up straight, no elbows on the table, pubver to my goal. After moving some boards(Maybe you didn’t know this already - Jack
my napkin in my lap and try to act like thearound and vaguely thinking, “Well - maybe never threw anything away.)
lady my mother hoped | would be. And youthis will hold me... Maybe...” | crawled up. We took our artifacts into the kitchen and
know what? - It is nice. We look at eachl swung the flashlight into corners | had notdusted them off. The mirror was lovely and
other and really listen to what the other perseen the last time | was up there. Hub capsonce polished seemed to reflect better than
son has to say. Time stands still in an oasi®ts of hub caps and suitcases everywher¢he mirrors of today. Maybe some kind of
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old silvering process. The Sheep painting wawere several “Felix the Cat” Popular Comicsdrawing of a suave character named “Smilin’

a Lyday Photogravure - | need to look that up(1945). And, lastly a 1960's reprint of aJack.” The thought that instantly sprang to
While cleaning things up we looked at al930’s Walt Disney coloring book. As Ruth mind when | saw this drawing was: | just

few comics Ruth had pulled out of the stacksand | looked through them we could not helgknow our Jack was “Smilin™ at us as we

of pulps. “Barnaby Quarterly - The Comic but laugh as we noticed that Jack had madaughed.

with a High 1Q” (1945); Barnaby seems to benotations in shorthand even in these! On the

a plump fellow with wings. Also in the stack cover of one of the Popular Comics was a

satellite was just 71 feet

HOW Tall IS the HugO? tall — something Ultraman
actually could tower over!

By Mike Glyer: How tall is the Hugo rocket? As a matter of fact, a The fairest measure of

chrome Hugo rocket is thirteen inches tall. But what reafly asking the relative size of Ultra-

you to do is put your imagination to work, then tell meéhat/sized man and the Hugo rocket

rocket do you think the Hugo is modeled on? can be found by identify-

John Hertz and | came up with this question while we disicuss- ing the rocket ship that
ing the spate of silly controversies that plagued Nippon'808iégo inspired the Hugo design.

Awards. The last one was about the Hugo Award base. Frotheall ~The official Hugo
griping you'd think the Japanese superhero Ultraman prdgticaAwards site says, “The
dwarfed the Hugo rocket. earliest Hugo Award tro-

A lot of fans thought it was perfectly fine for pdaese Worldcon phies used a rocket hood
to honor an icon from its country’s sf tradition. But faragainst, all ornament from a 1950s American automobile...” Hopefully thdit wi
fans seemed to take for granted that the figure of Ulinanas exag- soon be corrected —accurate information is already pessetiwere
gerated. No one ever asked whether Ultraman and the rodyet in  on the same site about Jack McKnight's role in manufacttinedrst
fact, be in proper proportion to one another, or how to fired &n- Hugos.

swer. Milton Rothman, chair of the 1953 Philadelphia Worldcon ifat
Ultraman is supposed to be 130 feet tall. Just how bigedoon- vented the Hugo Awards, said in his article for N@eascon Three

ceive the Hugo rocket to be? Program Bookhat they had a lot of trouble finding someone to make
In the popular imagination the hypothetical, life-siek@jo rocket the Hugo rockets. “It was Jack McKnight who came to tiseue. An

has taken on mythic proportions with the passing years. expert machinist, he turned the little rockets out of Esinsteel in his

To honor the 3Danniversary of the first Worldcon, the 1989 Hugcown shop, learning to his dismay that soldering stainlesfaie was
Award base took inspiration from the signature buildingthef1939 a new art. While doing this, poor Jack missed the whaleesdion,
New York World's Fair, the Trylon and Perisphere. Connetibethe  but turned up just in time for the banquet and the presentation.
Trylon, which stood 700 feet tall, by what was at the tiheeworld’'s The use of hood ornaments wasn't proposed until theodHug
longest escalator, was the Perisphere, 180 feet in dian® in the (which missed a year) were revived in 1955 by the Cledel&orld-
1989 base design the Hugo rocket stood in for a 700-foot-#edirto con committee. They hoped Jack McKnight would make their Hugo

Three years later, Phil Tortoricci designed the 19880s, with rockets, too, but their letters brought no replies. Nialagca asked,
special gold-plated rockets on his beautifully-made badeshand- couldn't they simply use Oldsmobile “Rocket”8810del hood orna-
painted an astronomical scene on each black stone backdromckhe ments? They ordered one of the ornaments from the leedérd Un-
ets rested on little squares of orange grating fronotiggnal Pad 29 fortunately, the rocket had a hollow underside; hood ornamehtsotli
where America’s first satellite was launched. That wasEs@orer-1  prove to be a cheap and easy solution after all. InsBe=mdJason had
satellite launched on a multi-stage Jupiter-C rocket B819m sure the Hoffman Bronze Co. prepare a pattern rocket frondédssgn, and
that by 1992 fans were used to seeing historic footage ofomsss that rocket does bear a resemblance to the 88 logo frotrutilelid of
launched with the huge Saturn V rocket, 363 feet tall (shtivém the a 1955 Oldsmobile “Rocket 88.” That's the Hugo rocket shapesén
Trylon, but still mighty big.) In fact, the rocket that labed our first to this day.

- - Milton Rothman said Jack McKnight's original
(Left) Nippon 2007 Ultraman Hugo base; (Middle) Image of Trylon  stubby-winged 1953 Hugo rocket was inspired by Willy
and Perisphere on 1939 stamp; (Right) Original 1953 Hugo. Ley. Presumably he meant the cover of Ley's 1949 book,

The Conquest of Spac€he original Hugo rocket looked
more or less like the Moon rocket Chesley Bonestell
painted for the cover of Ley's book. The general impres-
sion is of a rocket about the same size as used in the 1950
movie Destination Moonfor which Bonestell also did the
matte and scene paintings. We know that the Luna, flown
in Destination Moon was 45 meters or 150 feet tall.
(Bonestell's image has never ceased to fascinate Hugo
designers: the cinematic Moonscape of the 1996 Hugo
base, with Hugo rocket in the foreground, pays homage to
Destination Moor)

In the end, the fairest and most logical answirais
our hypothetical Hugo is the same sizdastination
Moon’sLuna, 150 feet tall. That makes the Hugo similar
in size to the legendary Ultraman, and allows us to con-
clude the Nippon 2007 base shows the two images in
proper proportion. Case closed.
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The Fanivore

Chris Garcia

Vegas. I'm going in less than 14 hours and |
still don’'t have my rental car. It's a shame |
never plan more than one step ahead. I've
got 150 copies of the Newsletter that'll hit
the tables of the JW Marriott the moment my
feet hit the cool marble of the lobby. | live
close to the edge of these things. Driving in
and arriving just as the convention starts is a
bad idea if you're running the newsletter and
the fanzine lounge, but I've never been one
to shy away from bad ideas now, have I?
And all of this is merely introduction to
my LoC, which I'll start any moment now, as
the PDF rolls itself through my slow as AOL
dial-up in the mid-1990s PC, currently over-
taxed with excessive computer history mate-
rial like the PDF of an article about the De-
sign Augmented by Computer (DAC) system
from GM in the 1960s, or the video of Katy
Perry's | Kissed A Girl that I've got on re- goes to paying taxes (or relocating to somgood pal who's joining in on Westercon fun!
peat via YouTube. Sometimes FANAC iscounty without extradition or income taxes), You know, | don’t get it when folks say
hindered by the availability of fun videos andone million is used to buy me a really com-someone isn’t fannish enough. | just don't

actual work. Such is my lot. fortable sedan that will be converted to elecget what that means. Does it means that a
That article is actually really interesting,tric and also paying most of my studentfan’ is actually a ‘pro’ in disguise? | can't
and | know that the PDF dfile 770 will  loans, and then that final million will be to figure it out. There is always the problem of

open at any moment, but alas, it is slowlypuy BASFA a clubhouse. A million isn’t that TAFF going to someone who isn't a Fanzine
rolling down the gorgeous cover that Taralmuch any more, but it could still buy a smallFan. One thing that 'm desperately trying to
put together. I'm a detective guy. It's oddplace around these parts. make sure happens is that TAFF breaks away
that 'm so much more a detective fan than a Anyhow, if we have many more meetingsfrom the idea that it's just a fund for Fanzine
science fiction fan when it comes to readinglike the one last Monday where Andy Trem-Fandom. | think it needs to be a part of the
but I can’t get enough of the combination ofbley and Kevin Roche were married by yoursBig Tent of Fandom and that’s the best way
the two. Robert J. Sawyer did some greafruly and we managed to bring more tharto make sure it survives.
detective-type novels. Of course, they had00 bucks into the coffers. Hey, it's a mail from Dave Locke, who is
Robert J. Sawyer-type endings which made Oh man, I've got a call. This'll take a also the target of the piece on the return of
them a slight step down, but then somethingnoment. It's the lovely and talented Linda!Pixel/Time & Again I've sent him an article
like The Yiddish Policeman’s Uniotomes We've gotta go over what we're doing on thefor the next issue, returning Found In Collec-
along and rocks my socks. This is the kind ofrip to Vegas. I'm driving and she’s sleepingtion to the electronic pages of a fanzine. I'll
cover that really gets me. in the car. That means no Speed Metal on thmiss Dave Burton’s work though. He's really
And now there’s enough of the PDF forway down, which will mean less of a high- good at what he does!
me to start reading and commenting...but obctane adrenaline-fueled thrill ride on the And congrats to the Glyers for being Su-
course, there’s a new distraction: the new ginvay down. per-Awesome! If you read “Handicapping
who has the cube across from me. She’s Bill Wright is one of the great folks | met The Hugos,” you'll see that | expect there to
asking me what I'm working on and | tell herwhile | was a part of ANZAPA and | think be another Rocket on the mantel of the Glyer
an eMail to a friend who writes a zine. SheMeteor Inc. is a really good idea. Can't gohousehold!
did zines back in the 1990s, like every othefvrong trying to preserve stuff in my eyes. |  Speaking of the HTH issue, you guys put
girl who's kinda cute and wore glasses did atove his zinenterstellar Ramjet Scopmnd together some interesting thoughts. Of
the time. She said the highlight of her lifel hope I'll get to meet the fellow sometime. course, since you don't find total agreement
was seeing it listed irfFact Sheet Fivel He has supported my addiction to Aussiewith my initial announcements, | am forced
know other people who feel the same. | don'Rules Football as well. to either agree with your decisions or de-
think | ever read any of her stuff, though |  Good to hear that Rusty’'s doin’ OK. I nounce you and James as some sort of War-
read a lot of zines back in those days. It waknow his son, he’'s a BASFAN too. This maylock cahootery. | will choose the latter. |
a RiotGrrl zine, which wasn't exactly in my be the most mentions of BASFA in any zinereally don’t stand a chance. | was dead last in

wheelhouse. other than thérink Tankor Science Fiction both categories last year, don't have 1/5 the
She’s gone. San Francisco Well done! Our tenticular readership of any of the other zines or writers
OK, this clubhouse matter. I've said it ontentacles are tentacling mightily! and basically am not the fannish household
record, if | ever find myself with 4 million Great. More eMails. This'll take a secondname that a Dave Langford, John Scalzi,

dollars in my hot little hands, two million Oh hey, it's one from Jason Schachat, myhallengeror File 770 are. I'm just hoping
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that | beat No Award. If | manage that, and Ible with stuff like formicivorous or Australo- do the electrical), painting, hole patching,
didn't on the first ballot last year, I'll be quite pithecine Afarensis. All English majors hatescreen door fixing, etc. | managed to finish
happy. my spelling. In truth, | will never understand the first draft of a short story.

Robert Silverberg is my definition of why it is so upsetting. One hundred years You know, Master, that we pay for such
Classy. | like Mike Resnick, though I've al- from now, many words will have strange newsuccesses. This morning | twisted my foot
most never interacted with him outside ofspellings. First and last vowels are droppingvhile climbing down from removing a curtain
buying stuff off of eBay that turns out to beby the wayside at an accelerated rate. rod. Can you picture a curtain rod, very ex-
from him. Today | am helpless in Prescott. | own gensive quality, recently put up, stationed in

You know, I've known Glenn for ages butcondo here. | consider it a family vacationsuch a way that the fabric had to drape over
I don't think I've ever met Alison. These home, but the family was not interested in theéhe vertical blind rod between the strips of
things happen. The next week was that matast few years, so | rented it out. The renterplastic. Needless to day, that curtain rod had
riage week at BASFA and Glenn’s weddingleft this lovely 5000/6000 ft. elevation in no drapes on it. The location was 95% idiotic
sounded like a lot of fun. This seems to be thérizona for Ohio. They left my little nest in and 95% impossible. The other 5% ordered
year of the Fannish wedding as I've done 2 ofhe mountains with $10,000 worth of damageHarry Potter.
them and there were 3 others that were ceNo appliance, plumbed device, wall, ceiling  Anyway, four hours later | crawled into
tainly fannish. or sq. ft. of floor was left in one piece. the kitchen to ice and tape my foot. Any in-

Must try and meet Steve and Sue Francis The saving grace is the quality of oldejury that takes four hours to swell is not criti-
at Westercon...or WorldCon...or somesuchWesterners in AZ. My plumber is an artist,cal. However, she added, feet are so fussy.
We Fan Fund Administrators have to stickpoet and man of honor. He stayed for twovou hurt them and they mock you: “Ha, ha
together, you know! hours today, but only charged for one. He didn you,” they laugh. “You can’t do anything

Must run to Tom Jones’ Birthday lunch.two jobs for the price of one. And we studiedbut sit here and write a pen-blog.” (I believe
It's Chevy's, and therefore, | must not miss it.his photography. | do not exaggerate when this used to be called a LoC.)

OK, I'm back. I'm a little too full to do say, his is the most exciting photography I Two rounds of ice in a zip-lock bag and
good commentary, but I'll give it a go. Every have ever seen. We also discussed the Profaraking tape later, I'm back in business.

File 770is worthy of...wow, | am so stuffed. sional Writers of Prescott group. And, we Aloha from Arizona, Marie.
I mean, | figured that having a 4 item combo,ended with a bit from SFWA Bulletin saying

a flautas appetizer and some flan was a tathe average SF writer makes/made $2,000 Eric Mayer

much, but wow, | am full. | might take a little year. We are both happy we have other skills

nap. and talents, ones that make decent money:
I'm totally voting for South Gate in 2010. (What do you and your plumber talk about?) ) : . o
It's my fannish duty! Don't worry, he had, prior to today, charged There's some very interesting material in

As an expert (or someone who can conme for seven hours File 770:153 James Bacon's account of his
P : iouth African target practice was fascinating,

vincingly fake that he’s an expert) on Al, I  Somehow, over the last three weeks, '
can say that those tips are hit and miss. Firstave managed talmostreturn this place to a d;?g g(]j?#i?r:hla??xepﬂgli%ii {\(/l)irnftljrey%LmSI'SSD:dl
off, absolutely correct about not letting it outcharmer. My lanai (? I'm from Hawaii. What to love cap guns. My frie.nds and | réenacted
onto the internet, but only because it'll spendlo | know?) hangs out over a creek. | thinkthe gunfight at thé O.K. corral endlessly. And
all of it’s time looking at LolCats and playing I'm supposed to day my deck hangs out OVel o4 a series of rea.lis.tic play rifles too. But
internet dominos on Yahoo. Second, yowan arroyo. What ever it is, sure is pretty. INsin many other areas of my personality m’y
should ask all those questions of any applithe distance is Granite Mountain. childhood “normalcy” vanished around the
cant for the position of Programmer of God- While | was balancing hardware stor ime | entered my teens never to return. My
like Machines, but I'd also ask if they previ- shopping, pipe and natural gas specialists ad took me out to a quarry once and in-
ously worked for Microsoft, Google or Earth-
link. If they have, that Plasma Cannon might
be the right idea. Also, once you've got the
Al, give it a cutesy name. May | recommend
something like CHiP or pOSey?

OK, now | must run and get my car and go
to Vegas, so | will end this kinda short. | love
the stuff from Mary and Eric. I've read one of
the books and it was a delight. That CorFlu
review seems like it was a good time. | wish |
had been able to go.

[[Chris, your loc left me in tears of laugh-
ter. Nothing’s more fun about editing a fan-
zine than getting locs like yours.]]

Marie Rengstorff

Dear Mars Rock & Family: It all made per-
fect sense to me. | would like to add tkide
770:153was really professional and informa-
tive. I'm impressed. And learned a lot.

Then there is the spelling issue — | never
know witch which is watt, but | have no trou-
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structed me on using a .22. | recall takinganyone else) is blogging just for publicity, asthe books.
one shot, coming nowhere near the tin caMartin Morse Wooster mentions, is a lot  Corflu Silver is turning out to be one of
sitting on the rock. | don't even recall seeingharder to say than Martin indicates. John'she more widely reported and described con-
a puff of dirt. | suspect | missed the wholeblog is obviously -- to me -- a creative en-ventions of recent years. Right aftéte 770
quarry. That was the end of my involvementdeavor in its own right. However, writers arecame in, we received Sandra Bon@sasi-
with guns. Oh, well, | never wanted to rununder intense pressure both from their pubQuote in which the report is mixed with her
for president anyway. lishers, and the reality of needing to selldescription of a more personal journey. |
Also, | enjoyed your article on Mike Res-enough to stay published, to get the word outecommend it.
nick and Robert Silverberg and the art ofabout their books. | started my blog because As for your report, | liked that you some-
toastmastership, which is also odd becaudglogging just seemed like a neat idea, a placgmes turned a jaundiced eye on the proceed-
I've never been to an sf convention. (At leastvhere | could pawn off on people the sorts ofngs. Aren’t we fanzine producers and read-
you didn't really tax me by running a reportessays | always did foGroggy. But | do ers and historians the most important thing
on a gun collectors convention) Still, | loveddisplay the cover of our latest book on thegoing in fandom? What's scifi got to do with
the comparisons with Astaire and Kelly. Iblog and often talk about the books and writit? These are slightly sarcastic questions, but
preferred Fred. He's one of my heroes. (Anding. In part it is because that's about the only think you caught that the Corflu core atten-
yeah, you guessed it -- | don’t dance either. interesting aspect of my life right now and indees asked these questions without the
mean, what is this with me?) Even though part it's because, yes, | want people to knoviongue in the cheek.
have never seen a toastmaster at work | coulsbout the books and maybe buy them so that The remark aimed at Randy, “That won't
visualize the process and understand thehave the opportunity to keep writing. As change,” was sarcastic, I'm sure. But that
requirements from what you wrote. At leastfans we take pride in our zines, writing, art,will change. Even if Randy's able to delegate
from the limited perspective of someone whadon't we? Heck, those who put on conven-all the convention work, he’ll find that just
has a hard time even speaking in public. tions publicize the cons. They want people talelegating and getting the work to stay dele-
have been on a couple of panels at mystershow up. It's a complicated question. I'd gated is work in itself. But we're good at this
conventions but as | was not a moderator actually be more disturbed by someone consort of thing in our neck of Seattle fandom.
had only to answer questions which was kindlating fan Hugos with professional Hugos Give us a small con like Potlatch or Corflu,

of like being back in school again. for marketing purposes. and we almost do it in our sleep.

| liked Taral's covers also. And in this I'm going to recommend to everyone that
case that isn't entirely weird because | doJerry Kaufman we collect reports like yours and Sandra’s
read some mysteries and indeed even some and study them so we don't put on Corflu
P.I. books. Although | doubt that Mike Ham= Zed in our sleep. We should wake the con up

mer has a tail. To tell the truth | don't think | yoks like the charming Taral front cover and plunge all fandom into ecstasy. Or some-

Mike would get on very well with Taral's gnq the slightly risque back cover are meariing.
P.l. He would probably just smile but it ; go together - Taral might want to do a few See you at Worldcon, perhaps?
wouldn’t .be a nice smile. However the COV-more drawings to show how the characters
ers are nicely done. ] got from one to the other. Gee, now that I'veBrad Foster
You offer a great compendium of fanp,q this thought, | can see how you could
news, even if some ran first on your blog.pgye sprinkled the in-between drawings
Surely you get more traffic than you indi- {hrqughout the issue. But it's all moot now.Was sorry to see | didn't even get WAHFed
cate? It seemed to me that the blog woul\nyyyay, this issue, but it just goes to show what I've
help replace Trufen which seemed to me Qiith the client in that interesting posture onalways said, it's not my locs that keeps me
wonderful idea that never took off. BeiNgthe phack cover, my sometimes nasty minan mailing lists! So to keep up my end of
pretty much out of the loop, though, 1 don't; ;s 0 the next drawing. “the usual” here, you'll find attached four
have much to offer by the way of discussing  yq, had a lot of interesting material inbrand new, fresh from the drawing board
the issues of the day, which, all consideredys jssye - | liked your comparison of Silver-fillos for your use.
is probably just as well. . berg's and Resnick’s styles. Somehow | have
‘There does seem to be a fair amount qfjsseqd every Worldcon at which Mike Res- Been playing around more with the color
sniping in your loccol, which is what is pick was the Master of Ceremonies, thoughwork, and just finished a new pice for the
called a lively loccol I guess. I must say thal have on the other hand, been at some of tHeeno 2011 bid to be used on T-shirts that |
the whether an author like John Scalzi (Okgns at which Bob was compeer, and enthink turned out nicely. I'll always draw in
joyed his style. Harlan, Tad pen and ink, like the look and feel of that too
Williams and Connie Willis much. But starting to enjoy getting my feet
have all done good jobs in wet in color, a field I've not done that much
their various styles. | do in for most of my life. Look at me, maw, |
remember the fracas at St.got crayolas!
Louiscon; one interesting bit
of trivia is that the fan who Eynice Probert
fell through the movie
screen was costumed as

Charlie Brown of Peanuts - iy | enjoyed reading File 770-153 in pdf
he was right in character.  ¢orm Though | knew | must be getting old
I read three or four of the \ynen | adjusted the zoom setting to 150%!
John the Eunuch series, and " The photo of the children being Martian
enjoyed reading more about r,cis js |ovely. My nextdoor neighbour is the

Eric and Mary's research genior lecturer in the Solar System Physics
and thinking about writing
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award. His visibility is definitely an asset,
especially since it is my long-running opinion

YeR A TVRDUE ﬁﬁﬂ) 1802 that the Fan Hugos are more of a popularity

contest based on name recognitiBtotka’s

WHAT WAS YER /W(J’OR? nomination - granted, it's a fun zine and |
always enjoy reading it — is only because the
& E‘N&L{SH T WITH cabal produced just the one issue last year,

MINORS N HOT and the voting members know its name. The

same goes for the other zinegShallenger
Drink Tank Argentus and File 770 are all
fine fanzines and are all propelled by high
name-recognition. To me, that's just not right.
| feel that the best fanzines of 2007 were
Prolapse Pixel, and el, and none of those
made the short list. Oh, well.

[[Glad to know how that high name-
recognition thing works, too, though could
you explain about File 770 not even being
nominated in 2007?Does the well-knownness
of File 770's name fluctuate, like IQ does in
Poul Anderson’s novel Brainwave? What a
great relief to know that my absence from the
research group at Aberystwyth university andavid Brin and Bob Eggleton for a Pictionaryballot had nothing to do with something like
his office is just along the corridor from theclone. | have Robert Sawyer anticipating andvoters thinking somebody did a better fan-
folk who were involved in the British Martian interested in a similar panel at Anticipation. zine.]]
project. | did create a couple of new cartoons to Be that as all this may be, the five zines

Will blogging kill fanzines? It’s certainly illustrate a Chris Garcia one-shot for Denvennominated are definitely good ones, but not
helped to push personal websites back. Oveion 3. | would have drawn you one or two if exactly representative of the field. The FAAn
the last few years I've seen personal websitegu’'d asked. Awards are, IMHO, so | guess that to me it
become nothing more than a blog, a collec- doesn’t matter which zine wins the Fanzine
tion of fanlistings and a basic bio. Eve Ackerman Hugo. They are all good ones, and for some

Personal websites used to be like, well,

like fanzines. They'd be a collection of arti-

reason | kind of hope thairgentuswins.
Why, | dunno; maybe that's because it's the
one of the better sercon zines being pubbed.

cles, stories, artwork etc and the “news” bit, just wanted to drop you a note to let you
the journalling, was a just a small part. Yougnow how much | enjoyed the recent issue. Notably missing here aiteam Engine Time
can still find traditional personal websites|qf it for my husband, Howard Rosenblatt, todnd *brg*, which are two more fantastic zi-
here and there. They are mostly built by oldehe|p prep him for Denvention. After 25 years"eS: Yeesh... o

women and tend to be heavy on the sentimen staying home with the children so | could Yeah, the bottom line is that 2007 was a

tality. have five hedonistic days of SF revelry eactygood year for fanzines. Electronic or other-

What | find really annoying is the increasgyear at Worldcon. he's a neo-convention farVise: the field is quite hale and hearty, and |
in blogs that are sponsored. | don’t min ( '

but not a neo-con) who's now enjoying the@™ hymbled to be in their company and am
blogs such as dooce.com by Heather ArmHugo Ceremonies, programming and (Ghdanjoylng the show. Good luck to all nominees

strong, that have been around a long time ar}%m us!) the WSFS business meeting as wiis year! .

built up a healthy reputation. But now every-tavel to Worldcon together. Your ‘zine helps V\(hlph remlr)ds me: | haven't read any.of
one and their dog wants to get in on the a%ring him up to speed on a lot of fan event he fiction nominees! Not a one. Same th.lng
and believes that they too can make enough,qtan history. or the dramatlg presentation categories.
money to be able to do nothing but blog, just Regards to Diana and Sierra. Keep up thgolor me an uninformed voter - but then

from their sponsors and advertising. good work, and I'll see you in Denver again, I'm not even a supporting member of

(Sorry it's so short, but I'm rubbish at
writing locs. In my defence, | haven't written
one in over 20 years!)

John Purcell

David Thayer

the WorldCon. Maybe next year.

| really loved that article about Robert
Silverberg and Mike Resnick. The only two
Worldcons | attended - MidAmeriCon and
IguanaCon - didn't feature either man being

| realize this is an issue late, but still: congastmaster, but | have long heard of Silver-

gratulations on 30 years of fan pubbing! Thisyerg's smoothness and great delivery in this

, , ... zine has had an incredible run, and | stand rpgard. This was a wonderful article. Mike
| enjoy your keeping me on your mailing list or sit, to be precise - in awe of your devotionan% is probably my favorite in this entire ,

despite my extremely low fannish output.  and enjoyment of producing this zine. Goodssye. Good stuffl Thank you for taking the
Changing my attending name from Teddyyc with the Fan Hugo voting this year. time and effort to write it. | really enjoyed it
Harvia to David Thayer for WorldCon has Getting the nod for the Best Fanzine Hugo And while | have the zine open in front of
had unexpected consequences. Since it agamination is quite the honor. When you anthne - yes, | made a print copy - that picture of
peared to Denvention 3 programming thahames Bacon were commiserating o thRlike 'Resnick and Janis lan autographing
Teddy was not coming, they sent him nGyominees | basically agreed with your duabooks made me gasp. “That couldn’t be the
invitation to participate. Since David Thayer gssessments, especially  considering ey nold o | asp. “That couldnt " he

is an unknown, they sent him no invitation tOchances Chris Garcia has for winning a .
participate. At the last minute, | recruited 9 @Wwhat? I googled in the name, and lo and be-
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hold, it most certainly is! Okay... Now

| have someone else’s fiction to search
out and read! At this rate, heaven bet-
ter have a dang good SF & F library,
because | am going to be reading well
into the afterlife.

One final note: | have been mean-
ing to order up some of the John the
Eunuch mysteries, and that marvelous
interview with Eric Mayer and Mary
Reed convinced me even more to do
so. These books sound so interesting,
and historical mysteries are one of my
favorite reading categories lately.

So many thanks for the fine issue,
Mike, and | am sorry | missed out on
meeting you at Corflu Silver. You
would have found me lurking in the
virtual consuite there, and | had a
great time heckling the banquet eaters
and listening in on the panels, music,
speechifying, and FAAn Awards. Bill
and Roxanne Mills most certainly
deserved their special award from us

Won't Kill You : Didn't | see
an earlier version of this on the
“Milton the Monster Show"?

Fanivore: Mark Leeper:
When Milius had the cinema
showing “Alexander Nevsky” |
think he was having the Soviets
being unwittingly self-
defeating. The movie was for
the Russian troops, not for the
Americans, who wouldn't be
admitted and probably wouldn't
know what it was about, even if
they could speak Russian.

And in conclusion, a fanzine
note. | installed Windows
XPATM SM © (R) Bill Gates is
GOD! Service Pack 3 on my
computer. It crashed and re-
quired a recovery. The recovery
preserved every file save one;
the Outlook email file. So | lost
my email list forAlexiad Any-
one wanting to get back on the

virtual attendees. list, or get on the list, please
Until next time, enjoy thyself and | look buy a Harry Potter book? Because the coloemail me at the address Our Kindly Editor
forward to another installment. nel took Harry's grandfather up for a flight will so kindly provide in the proper place.
once and he said “Bloody queer to do this
Greg Prickman something."? Lloyd Penney

Mars Geological Features: Given
Lewis’s attitude about this, one wonders if

| always enjoy readingile 770 and have in his reaction wouldn't have been similar toTnank for anotheFile 770 Another wonder-
particular noticed the recent poststhat of Tolkien's to the well-meaning but fy| Taral cover (he’s been very visible lately)
you've distributed from Patricia Rogers asnot-quite-thinking-it-through fan who sent s followed by your own modern research
she is sorting through Jack Speer’s collechim a steel goblet with the Ring inscriptiongecrets. Is this fanzine a collection of blog-
tions. | work at the University of lowa where €ngraved around the rim. (Nowadays, thejish articles you've been publishing online
we have a large collection of science fictionRiNg inscription would be something on thefor the past few months? That and more, |
fanzines and apazines, probably the secon@rder of “LOL I PWN ELVEZ M1111I") hope. | land on File770.com most weekday
largest in the nation. In reading Patricia’s N Jail for “Darth Vader”: “He had just evenings at work. More further inside...| am
accounts, | haven't seen any mention of &runk most of a 10-liter box of wine.” The ysing both the paperzine you sent to me, and
specific destination for Jack's materials.Force must be strong in him, for most peoplehe pdf. There’s a couple of unreadable
Perhaps I'm coming in to this midstream,would be passgd out after that.. . patches in the repro.
and arrangements have already been made, And the Prix Aurora... This is hardly (I started this before Denvention, but have
but | thought I'd write and gently inquire Ne€W. Back in the early nineties, when thergyny peen able to get to it now...I guess
about the future of the collection. As a fanWwere a lot of good CanZines out there, and %)u’ll see this when you get back. With at
myself, | am trying to build our collections, WorldCon in Canada, none of them even gofeast one Hugo, | hope.)
and would imagine Jack’s material would beclose to being nominated. Yvonne's done one thing I've never been
a great addition. It would also be an honor to A for the best electronic fanac, the probgpe to do...visit the LASFS clubhouse. I'd
help preserve the collection and make it aclem is that the best blogger of year n willjixe nothing better than to have a look and
cessible to others, while promoting Jack'sProbably be burned out by year n+1. Or higspend some time during an evening or meet-
legacy and his important role in fandom. blog may now be devoted to mosaic picturegng. Toronto doesn’t even have a central club
If in fact arrangements have already beefif construction cranes, or something elsgy society, so the point is moot, and with
made for the collection, then please disregargdually mundane. property prices in Toronto skyrocketing,
this message. If not, and you feel that Toastmasters: | understand that that ownership by any group here would be out of
Patricia or the Speer family would be inter-infamous 1968 Hugo Awards ceremony Washe question.
ested in exploring some options, | wouldonly the capstone of a hellish con. Jack chris Garcia has my US$20 for his TAFF
appreciate it if you could pass my messag&halker started telling the story of that con ateport. .. still think it would be worth it to

along to them. Thanks for your help. a Worldcon panel. He described the Mastave some paper copies of his trip report in
querade in excruciating detail, including thenis penvention fanzine lounge. That may
Joseph T. Major three rock bands and the truckload of insatisfy some people who may not be willing

cense, the rioters outside, Bob Bloch lightingg gownload for dollars, but who may still
a cigarette... The panel ran out of time. lyant to support a fan fund.

o hoped to see Jack at the next con and find out
Editorial Notes: Why do two percent of sorgle HoreBUT HE DIEL . If the Aurora Cpntrol Board that Taral
those setting out to buy “12 O’Clock High” EL hints at actually exists, | guess | never sent
Ten Rules for Building an Al That my resume in. | was amazed, too, to find that
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with one nominee in the category, DaleHope you enjoyed your trip, and it's now Fraser, but it covers in more detail. | think the
Speirs’ Opuntiastill couldn’t win the Aurora officially time to get things ready for Mon- contributors are all members of the Society of
Award for Fan Achievement (Fanzine). | amtréal. We'll see you there, and sooner with théAmerican Historians. Also | havédistory

not sure what to do about this, but | mightnext issue. Goes to the Movieby Joseph Roquemore. It

start a zine of my own. Given the result that is the least formal of the three and covers

Dale had to suffer through, who knows wha{joy V. Smith relatively few films.

might happen? No Award again? | keep all three books for reference right
| have yet to see Resnick or Silverberg in next to the television where it is easy to forget

Toronto, and while | think Silverberg was inlnteresting cover. It reminds me of a recenfh€y are until weeks after a covered film is

Toronto, possibly around Torcon 2, neithen jye journal post about writers who write SFSNOWN.
have been invited to our local SF litcon, and,q4 mysteries.
that's a shame. Resnick is a guest at Astro- | ink it's a practical idea that you postMike Resnick
nomicon in Rochester in November 2009, S0 }ems of interest to your blog and add them ta
will definitely be going. File 77Q | often recycle news, reviews into

Your Corflu Silver report...yup, we came giterent letters, blogs, etc. Just got myFile 770: 153-- and what a pleas-
back from Red Rock early. For parts of that \yhat a fun thing being a Mars rock mustnt surprise! You really did your research,
pathway we took, you needed hard shoes anghye peen! What a great experience for Siand of course I'm thrilled to be ranked with
harder feet. Yvonne went back early, and bya)1 | know some kids who told us once thaBob Silverberg among your favorite speakers.
carried on a ways, but returned with the firs,e 100k our dogs more places -- parks for Back when | was starting to attend, |
load. The Seattleites were made of sterngfa|ks, etc. -- than their father took them. Hethought the best Toastmaster/speaker in the
stuff, and came back later, having completegs 3 go0d father, btw. You are fantastic! field was Bob Bloch, followed by Isaac Asi-
the whole route. Besides, our room looked & Thanks for all the news items, and conmov. To even be considered in the same cate-
lot better than some of Red Rock, anywaygapjations to Rose-Marie Lillian for her gory as those two, and as Bob and the
I've already commented on the conventionyecognition and award and promotion as agshudder!)Female Person From Colorado, is
but we had a great time there, got to partiCisistanding teacher! Taral Wayne's report oran enormous honor.
Estrﬁelr; tphrlgcglle i(')'lljg st?:ckpg‘y%aﬁgﬂels bio(;j(?uhtt)ﬂ]e state of Canadian fandom was surprising.

X . nd elsewhere fans are fighting over fando i

very much Tl be able to get to Seattle nexizategories? The Hugo and rocket backgrourr?d?Obert Silverberg
year; we have commitments for Mo.ntrealWas interesting also; and I'm happy that
(Anticipation) and Florida (International pigna's Hugo nomination got her some goodrhank you for that lovely piece in the new
Space Development Conference). publicity. (Marketing is hard!) issue about my worldcon toastmastering, and

The locol has some commentary on the ke, your article on Robert Silverberg Mike Resnick’s. It brought back to life for me
Japanese Worldcon...it must have been g, ke Resnick as toastmasters was excel number of episodes from the past that had
pretty good show if people are still talkingen | truly enjoyed all that background andpegun to lose some of their vividness in my
about it, and as | write, |t’|s the Satt{rday ,Ofphotos. In John Hertz' article, “Again in memory. And | particularly appreciated your
the Denver Worldcon. Let's hope we're stil 5010, | joved his quote, ‘the fannish tradi'recogniti.on of Mike's skills. | don’t think my
talking Denver when Montréal rolis around. liion which understands carpe diem as fin wn_contributions to worldcon history have
hope there will be more conventions in the it every day.” | liked the article about gone unrecognized over the years, but Mike
?chjlr(i:rthat will tell all about folks like Bob john the Eunuch (historical mystery) Serie$ias done some superb work of his own, and

: too, but “Ten Rules for Building an Al That ,; . L

My loc...the condolence book for Arthur yyont Kill You” by Jonas was outstanding. (I fr:lost;dblIglsestr:):ystdaegsepva;ve\?glt”beAeSr:aziarse/valglilly
C. Clarke is still making the rounds at spacgoye 10 see good articles reprinted so MOr@nalogy seemed partiCL;IarIy apt and | was
conferences past the Washln.gton. ISDC. beome can enjoy them.) much amused by it
have taken on a second part-time job...I am - The Corfly report and shooting article (full | certainly wouldn’t want to be toastmaster
now in training to be the next membershipyt interesting information) were enjoyable every year, as you roguishly suggest - it's a
and publications clerk for the Royal Astro- 5155 plus the Fanivore letters. | learn so MUCBirenuous job, and I'm quite content with my

nomical Society of Canada. The learnin ;
curve is mighty steep on this one... Yn File 770 pretty-much-annual cameo appearance as a

i 1 Chi 1 (r s ti Hugo presenter. But, despite what you say
tha:_' Ir;oaér;?&)g;gf; enr:)'t(:]lel):ﬁ; Sar;efir?r:?,dagf iMark Leeper here, | suspect | would consider taking it on
used to be.) one more time if anyone ever asked. It's been

Tim Marion has the right idea. | read that _ a long while since I.Iast did it, and des:plte the
for so many years, the locol was the heart of hwgnted to write a letter of comment on Joechallenges Qf the job 1 suspect | stllll have
fanzine. | recognized that | might not be abidViajor’s letter of comment on my article. Yes, enough routines left to handle it again. Not

|George MacDonald Fraser and | have veryhat | yearn for it, you understand: the genera-
felt that | could at least write letters of Com_similar opinions of the value of historic films tions do move on, and just as Bob Bloch and
ment, and | have been there for 25 years arlg stoking people’s interest in history. It is anlsaac Asimov and Bob Tucker eventually
more. I've written some articles and evenOPinion I have had since | was a kid. And Igave way at the podium to whippersnappers
drawn some cartoons, but | think I'll always @M willing to give films a little leeway be- like Harlan and me, I've been quite content to
be in the locol. cause of it. If you like Frasershe Holly- watch young folk like Connie Willis and Tad

As | conclude this letter, | think the HugosWOOd History of the Worltyou shoyld also Williams take up the tas.kll once performed.
are just starting in Denver, and my fingers ardeadPast Imperfect: History According to the But | wouldn’t say no to it if it came my way
oMoviesedited by Mark C. Carnes. Historiansagain.
ompare films about history with the actual
istory. It covers not as many films as the

to afford much, and | am not an artist, but

crossed for you and Diana. It'd be nice t
have his'n hers rockets. You won't see thii
until you get back, and we'll know by then.
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Superman would find minded me in part of something the late T.
a way to off Taral's Bruce Yerke wrote in one of his privately
character rather than published memoirs, about how Walt got him
let him go somewhere a job at one of the L.A. area “defense”
else. After all, he plants.
knows too much. | appreciated Bill's mention @th! Sweet
Maybe a parallel uni- Laney! the collection of Towner’'s writings
verse would be a good other thanAh! Sweeet ldiocy!that | edited
exile location. and Pat Virzi published year before last. It
Red Dawn may should be noted that copies of this well-
seem ludicrous to a produced volume continue to be available for
non-American’s eyes, $15 each plus postage. Details are at
but the events in http:/efanzines.com/ASL/index.htm
Gruzia (or as we call In your Corflu Silver report, it'Belle not
it, Georgia) prove that Beryl, Churchill.
the current Russians In “The Fanivore” Alexis Gillland an-
may be just as danger- nounces his impending art Website (some of
ous as the Commu- it is now up), this time without mentioning
) nists ever were. | again that he cut up hundreds of fanzines in
Mike Rogers wonder if the author knew that the nameorder to more easily scan his cartoons. | un-
Wolverines would have come from the oldderstand from some exchanges on the South-

high school’s athletic teams. ern Fandom Classic Yahoogroup, of which
Time always seems to be in short supply BTW, you published my work E-mail his wife Lee is a member, that he was quite
these days. Otherwise | would have writteraddress in the last issue. While that will noincensed at my comments in this issue’s
earlier. But | do want to throw you a coupleget me fired automatically, | would appreci-letter column and has responded (or intends
of comments about the last couple of issueaste it if you would let people know that my to) in a letter to you. On that list it was estab-
of File 770. preferred E-mail address is the personal adished that as the owner of those fanzines

We fanzine fans are all aware of how fewdress: mleerog@bellsouth.net. You'd thinkAlexis has every right to do with them as he
zines make it to thirty years. You have donghat AT&T would get around to changing thewishes, while at the same time many of us
it while living a reasonably normal life. That domain name one of these days. deplored that he would destroy the fanzines
alone deserves major congratulations. Here is another news item that you mightn order to save time on his project.

The round ball building behind Bill Hig- want to note: | have taken on the job of re- Eric Mayer writes, “I believe | put out the
gins in #152 reminds me of a missed opporediting the Southern Fandom Confederatiotiirst issue ofGroggy in June of 1978, al-
tunity. You may have heard of a house in thédandbook. This will be the third edition that though my memory isn’t very reliable.” It's
Southeast Tennessee area that went up foknow of. If my memory is correct, Meade better than he thought, for indeed the first
sale within the last year. It looks like a 50'sFrierson did most of the work for the originalissue did come out in that very month — and
flying saucer and sits on the main road thaversion in 1977. Toni Weisskopf edited theit was calledCharm the name changing to
climbs up to the suburb of Signal Mountain.original in 1997. Most of the current contentGroggywith the second issue a month later.

It sold for less than | paid for my currentwill survive, but | am looking for people to  Greg Benford mentions the possibility of
digs. Had I only known, | could have lived in help bring the contents up to date. Anyonean eventual worldcon held in China. | can
a fan's dream house. On the other hand, who has knowledge of specific parts ofsort of see this, but after the bad experiences
wanted a one-story layout and the Spac8outhern U.S. fandom from 1997 to the preeof various individuals and groups dealing
House is anything but. Besides that, it gets aent could help the project by writing articleswith random repression during the recent
certain number of tourists. Who wants thaor serving as sources. Anyone who wants t®@lympics | for one would be reluctant to go

hassle? help should contact me at my E-mail addresghere even if the air was clean.

We will not see driverless cars for at least | agree with Martin Morse Wooster's
another twenty years, by which time | may orRobert Lichtman observation that since “John Scalzi's ulti-
may not still be menacing the roads. But long mate purpose in writing his blog is to get
before that — maybe within ten years — we people to buy his books” that “his work

will see cars with speed governors that rea few somewhat belated comments gile  shouldn’t qualify him to be on the Best Fan

spond to governmental transmissions fromy7g N 153, starting with an appreciationwriter ballot.” Unfortunately the damage has

antennas beside the road. The sheepificatiqg, Bill Warren's mixed review of the life of P€en done, caused a great hoopla in many

of the Western world will continue. Walt Daugherty—who will probably be re- quarters (including this one, meaning me),
All this talk of the Melbourne Worldcon mempered in the long run for his more orand we have only “assurances” from his

in 2010 makes me want to go very badly ggg passive role in providing Charles Burbe&ditor (but not his publisher) that this Hugo

Especially Melbourne, home of my favorite ith the fodder to create the concept of thavon't be used to flog his books.

non-American sport, Australian rules fOOt'“Daugherty project.” Bill provides a good

ball. It looks doubtful, though. If the con is cjye as to the part of Walt's nature that led téSheryl Birkhead

held in August as most recent conventiongyis: “walt went through life picking up one

have been, there is no way I can get awaynthysiasm after another, becoming profi

from a job at a community college duringcient enough to win awards, then largely It is always a pleasure to see Taral’'s artwork

that month. ) . dropping it and moving on to another.” — and thish is a goldmine. Thanks to both
As one who grew up watching the filmed  gjj| also notes that Walt found him a jobyou and him.

Supermanl especially enjoyed Taral’s piece gt the L.A. Photography Center at Forry's My sincerest condolences and ghood

about life at The Daily Planet. | wonder if hehest, but then also got him fired. This rethought to Terry Jeeves on the passing of
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Val. A sad moment. For instance, the cross index of fanzines is [[It's been a long time, but | don't recall it
Hmmm — | think that my first Worldcon now completed, showing 271 titles frokfian  being all that heavy — less than a couple

was an L.A.Con but | am not sure which oneto Zosma (including File 770 with 44 car- pounds. The chocolate covering was probably

If memory serves me aright, that's when Itoons. Over 30 years that's not too manyabout a quarter inch thick.]]

first met Rose Hogue (with whom | had cor-right?) about 3,500 cartoons in all. Using Henry L. Welch: | have seen more con

responded — N3F), Joe Siclari and if | amPhotoshop Lee cleaned up a lot of cartoonsgports for Corflu Silver than | can ever re-

correct, George Wells. I'd have to go andwhich | then separated, oriented and renamedjember for any convention in my 20+ years

drag out my Worldcon stuff to see if | madeas for instance, hstFile770-914c.tif, where thén fanzine fandom. Was there something

any other notes...or even if that much is corhst means that it was th& 8f however many strange in the water of Las Vegas?

rect. were on that scanned page. So far, | have 589 [[Apparently so. Lots of people were puri-
Building an Alreminds me of the mindset cartoons in the history section, with maybefying theirs with twelve percent grain alcohol

related to B horror movies, such as don'two or three hundred froffihe WSFA Journal imported from Tennessee.]]

open that door (etc.) All pretty obvious, butstill to go. Sigh. To which add 700 cartoons Erwin S. “Filthy Pierre” Strauss: You

oh such much fun when spelled out. from my three collections, 800 collaborationsworried about your news items being out of
The Sporting DayWell, at least this was with Rotsler, and a whole lot of originals thatdate, due to the Internet. But as someone who

not the typical cruise honeymoon. Congrats! were never published. only occasionally goes on the Net, | look

Robert Lichtman is confused when heorward to an hour or so withile 770to be
Robert Sabella says: “The most shocking piece of the wholesure | haven't missed any important fannish
Gilliland/WSFA flap” is that | should have news. Keep up the good work.

cut my cartoons out of my fanzines. Hey, |

Thanks forFile 770 #152 another good issue didn’t start to work on the website until after Letterhacks’ Addresses
with lots of news and articles. my radiation treatment for prostate cancer had

| congratulate Frank Wu on withdrawingP&en completed, long, long after the WSFA
his name from the Best Fan Artist Hugoﬂfip took place, and clearly separate from itgye ackerman, E-mail:
award. | have long been a supporter of “terntichtman is also shocked and appalled that | 4 jenemarshall@darlenemarshall.com
limits” on Hugo Awards, both the fan and thUId _have abused my fanzines SOgheryl Birkhead, 25509 Jonnie Court,
professional categories. | do not believe thedisplaying a hugely misplaced sense of fa[" Gaithersburg, MD 20882
Hugo Awards were ever intended to reinforcdlish propriety in the service of [my] ego.” graq W, Foster, E-mail: bwfoster@juno.com
the fact that one writer-editor-artist-fanzine- 1 SK tsk. The short answer is: My fanzines, My-nyis Garcia, E-mail:
semi-prozine is the most popular/best in th&artoons, my choice. A longer answer would g rcia@computerhistory.org
field year after year, decade after decade, ik than an organized collection, such as thadjeyis Gilliland, 4030 & Street South,
to “share the wealth” among all the best sPf Bruce Pelz (800,000 items) or Harry War- Arlington, VA 22204
and fandom have to offer. If only all contend-n€ Jr- (100,000 items) is very different fro,mJerry Kaufman, E-mail:
ers were as magnanimous as the fan artisfs hoard of dead paper (2-3000 items), which Ak aufman@aol.coms
have been. Is what | had. What | had was eight boxes iMark R. Leeper, E-mail:
| enjoyed Taral Wayne's very clever arti-the basement, fanzines from before 1974, cener@optonline.net
cle on the original tv Superman. As a comicvhen we moved here, and 32 boxes of poskgpert Lichtman, 11037 Broadway Terrace,
book fan in my youth, | found the show a bit1974 fanzines in the attic, none of which were q5yjand. CA 94611-1948
cheesy, but | still watched it faithfully and sorted, organized, or filed in any way ShapE?Joseph T Major, 1409 Christy Ave.,
remember many aspects of it. Particularly th&" form. So I cut the cartoons out, listing date | oisville, KY 40204-2040: E-mail:
line “No comment until the time period is @d place of publication, assembled them onjimaior@iglou.com
over.” | wonder how many other fans of theSheets of paper, and finally scanned them ifgic Mayer, E-mail: maywrite2@epix.net
show remember that episode? to save them on carefully labeled CDs. CreatLloyd Penney, 1706-24 Eva Rd., Etobicoke,
Mark Leeper's article on “dubious accu-'"9 order out of chaos, or reversing entropy, oNT M9C 2B2 Canada: E-mail:
racy” in historical movies was also fascinat-'S hard, tedious work, but if Lichtman thinks - ,onneys@alistream.net
ing. | am a big fan of historical fiction, and that that is my misplaced sense of fann'ShGreg Prickman, E-mail:
periodically something | read will make me Propriety, I might agree with him. However, greq prickman@uiowa.edu
jump up and go check some historical factshis own sense of fannish propriety seems tg nice probert, E-mail: serennau@gmail.com
While | can let an occasional anomaly pas§',"’“’e shifted its emphasis from fans to fanjonn pyreell, E-mail:
by, | tend to be somewhat of a stickler inZ/N€S Some time ago. i_purcells4@yahoo.com
most regards and will reject a book or a [Issue 153 Taral's cover and back cover pr " marie Rengstorff, P.O. Box 2285, Kihei,
movie for taking too many liberties with the &€ fuzzy noir, and funny. The obituary of 1 96753.2285
facts. But considering what direc- Paul Parsons was news, and noted with r§gixe Resnick, E-mail:
tors/producers do to sf books, why should wget- Your own article on Resnick and Silver- iy e_resnick@abooks.com
expect them to show any more respect t9€r9 was outstanding and funny, possiblyixe Rogers, E-mail: mleerog@bellsouth.net

historical facts? because you quote both of them in contexigyy sapella, E-mail: bsabella@optonline.net
It's probably the best piece in the issue. Robert Silverberg, E-mail:

Alexis Gilliland ragberg@attglobal.net
We Also Heard From Joy V. Smith, E-mail: Pagadan@aol.com
Erwin S. “Filthy Pierre” Strauss, 10 Hill St.,
Thank you for the 30 Annish ofFile 77Q to #22-L, Newark, NJ 07102

which I'am now somewhat belatedly respond_SheryI . Birkhead: Out of curiosity, how Daviq Thayer, E-mail:“
ing. No surprise that, I've been busy with theheavy is/was the cho_colate covered manhoIeDawd.Thayer@us.fUJlltsu.com
website, but progress is slowly being madeCover...and chocaholic (sp?) that | am, howHenry L. Welch, E-mail:

thick a chocolate layer is involved? knarley@welchcastle.com






