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MySpace

(www mvspace com)

s Users: ‘167'millionv -
|w Agesi14-35

‘;‘ . Background Informat|on

‘ MySpace is a social networkmg Web srte that allows users to iip |
| ~and I\/lySpace ‘e- marl Users can also post messages on eac other’s I\/IySpace page

‘ General|y, MySpace profrles are view able wrthout havrng
ac I\/ly%pace user’s proﬂle is prlvate |t means that the pro
“friends |

As of Feb. 2007, MySpace had an 80% share of the socral networkrng market, buytfoth'er
sites like Facebook and Bebo are growrng at a faster rate . .

Gang members have been known to post plctures of themselves or fnends on the s‘ite‘., -
Pictures include: flashing gang SIgns Wads of money drugs and guns | .

If MySpace were a country, it would be the 8““ most populous country between Braz“n'an‘d; ,:'
Pakistan. MySpace was purchased by News Corp. in 2005 for $580 m||||on .

L aw enforcement contact. 310- 969-7399 or Iawenforcement@myspace com.
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Facebook

(wvrnN facebook com)

. Users 18 milion

Ages 14 25

Background lnformatron “

. Facebook began in 2004 asa socral networklng srte for college students
According to media reports 85% fcollege students have a Facebook
| account - ;,

 |In 2005, Facebook became avarlable to hlgh school students as Well as
college students. Today, similar to MySpace Facebook is open to anyone - ‘
- with a valrd e-mail address ; .

Facebook members use the site for networklng shanng piCt'ures,' dating', and |
sending messages to their frlends . .-

Over 6 million photos are uploaded to Facebook each day
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 Twitter

(wwth|ttercom) .

a Users: 1 milion
Ages: 16 —35 .
Backgro‘u/‘n‘d Information: .
Twitter is a social networking and micro-blogging service that allows userstosend

"updates” (text-based posts, up to 140 characters long) via 'S’M‘S,‘;i;nstantfmessaging, email
and the Twitter Web ste.. . ... . - e

Users typically post several messages a day, :"usual‘ly’abwt mundane tasks and activities.
Some Twitter users post messages about meetings times andplaces. .
“Eriends” and “followers” can receive a text message, e-mail, or instant message every .
time a Twitter user posts a new message. . .. - . .

According to Twitter, the number of users and meés’ages have been dQUbling e\'/eiryf three
weeks over the past three months. - .

Twitter could be used to quickly hotify hUndreds of peoplé by sending just“o‘ne text
message. | . . '
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Cralgsllst

(mmneapolls cralgsllst com)

Users 10 mrIIron
Ages 18 35

Background

Cralgsllst is a centrallzed networK of onlrne urban communrtles featurlng free,,j

classified advertlsements and forums sorted by varrous toprcs

There have been several reports of solrcrtatron for prostrtutron and escort

~ services posted on Cralgshst St. Paul PD and Brooklyn Park PD have

~ recently broken-up prostltutron rlngs |n therr crtles after mvestrgatrons were ,_' ‘

started from postrngs on Crargslrst

Check scams EVE also become commonplace on Cralgslrst especrally in the f
Seeking Roommate Forum - ‘ . ,
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Bebo

. i:‘ﬂ‘(www.:bebo".coym)y"  .

w Users:31milion
. Ages: 14 - 20

‘= Background Information: - .
" e main audince remains staunchlyEuropean (H Web st nrelend) bt
~is fast becoming the preferred networking site for midd'e'Schocliand;‘high s

ot s experienced 17% growth so far his year, to become the thrd most. "
popular social networking site;on:theWeb;,, . =
Bebo's increased popularity can"be ‘acCO_Unte‘d,to“the ability of Similati{ies td/i .
MySpace and Facebook, plus the ability to share a “White Board” and other Web
2.0 technologies - -

A quick search of Bebo in’Apri'I 2007,,rev‘ealed se'ver"a‘l; SUSpected Crips 'Gahg |
Members living in Minneapolis. . , | . |
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| = Users: 50 million
o Ages:13-24

. ,Background|hforma’tion‘;i7y .

Hi5 i one of the fastest growmgsomal networkmgWeb sﬂeslts g rowth can ||

be attributed to U.S. high school students and a global reach. His's Web site
is translated into 7 different languages. - =

5 is similar to other networking sites (MySpace, Facebook, Bebo, efc.)

where members use the site to send messages to each other, post pictures, :
and post comments. e .
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BIackPIanet

(www blackplanet com)

el . | ‘

glackFlanel.com

Background |nf0rmatlon ; -,"k,k . E, ‘ .

BIackPIanet was Iaunched in 1999 and has become he mostpopularSOCIal-
| networkmg site forAfncan-Amencans ...

BIackPlanet is S|m||ar to the MySpace and Facebook formats Where "
, members use the site for networklng, shanng plctures datlng and sendlng
messages to their fnends . | ;

Gang members have been known to post plctures of themselves or fnends on‘ ,‘ .
the site. Pictures include ﬂashlng gang S|gns wads of money drugs and ‘
guns. . .
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MrGente

www mrgente com)

Users: 3 million

Ages 20 30

Background Informatron

MiGente ( My People”) is a socrat networkrng Web srte that targets Hrspanrc .

populations. MiGente is not Irmrted to Hrspanrcs as rt aIso counts other ethnrc;_’ﬂ'“
groupsasmembers ., | ..

While similar to other social networkrng srtes MrGente has created more ot a

community feel by havrng forums about restaurants communrty notrfrcatrons =

and news.

MiGente also mcludes a Rate I\/Ie” sectron srmrlar to the Web srte
HotorNot com.
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Xanga

(www xanga com)

; - USers40 mlulon

. BackgroUnd |nformati‘on:f .

: ~Xanga began as a site for sharrng book and musrc revrews |t has srnce
‘ become a socral networklng revolvrng around blog content ‘ "

~ Xangais a basrc srte as far as somal networkrng srtes go but searchrng for‘ -
blog content is very organrzed ' , - , ; ~

There are over 21 million a‘otive bIOgson Xanga.']'", |
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Photobucket

g (www photobucket com)

. Users: 39 miIIi’on . ‘
. "Ages:‘ 18-45

Background

- Photobucket claims to have 39 m|II|on users Who have uploaded 2 6 b||||on .
~ photos. Users can upIoad photos on Photobucket and use the photos as a @

depository for Facebook and MySpace photos

' ‘Photos are shared with other Photobucket users. Photos are searchable byﬂ .
title, tags and descrlptrons | , ; - -

Photobucket users are also able:~to post and share videos. .
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Flickr

. . ;Us‘ers: 5 million
. Ages: 18-35

= Background Ithrmation:

Flickris a photo sharing and depository

; ository site. Al photos are searchableby
tags or text that the originator attaChedlto"the photos. =

Most photos are available to the general public, tthth‘théryé are settingsto

make photos available to only a select group of people.

There is an estimated 200 miIIiOnphOtos on Flickr.
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Retalnlng Proflles and
Informatlon Gathered

. The |mproper colIectlon and retentlon of mtellli ol |

~ beaserious civil rights violation resulting in ClVIl swts as a federal ‘; -
~ "color of law" violation. Mlnnesota data pract|ces law is very

; restnctlve regardmg mtelhgence |nformat|on at th|s t|me

Profiles and postmg h|stor|es can easny be found on the hostlng Web;‘f* ij
sites. . . -

If profiles cr postmgs are deIeted by the user |n many cases the
information can be found by searchlng cached on Google or Yahoo.

. Eor Official Use ﬁmty
Property of Minnesota Joint Analysis Center




anesota Jomt AnaIyS|s Center
(MNJAC) | .

e
L Washmgton A\,‘/e‘.?Sf.i

_Suites2o .. .

"~,;M|nneapolls Mlnnesota 55401

 Office — 612-341 7002
 Fax—612-341-7058 -

~ E-mail - mfo@lceflshx orq .
Web site — WWW |cef|shx orq

 For Official Use Only
Property of Minnesota Joint Analysis Center






