

















May 16, 1980

US releases 20t Division from
its operational control; after
“consulting with his own
superiors in Washington,”
Wickham agreed the 20 could
be dispatched to Gwangju.

May 19, 1980

US Commanding Gen. John A. Wickham Jr.: “The only
1ssues are the speed of consolidating power and the form
in which 1t takes.”

Korea on the Brink: A Memoir of Political Intrigue and Military
Crisis (Washington D.C.: Brasseys, 2000), p. 132.
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May 21, 1980 Gleysteen to DC: “The massive Insurrection in
Gwangju is still out of control and poses an alarming situation...”

‘...a large mob has gained temporary run of the city...”






3. KWAMG))- PRIOR TO THE MILITARY PULL OUY, A SECUL
ERDADCASY . MONITORED 8:00 P.M. YESTERDAY, MAY 21, BY FBI1S,
SAYS DEMONSTRATORS IN KWANGJUU *"INCREASED TO 1850Y000 TODAY
AND FINALLY BECAME RIOTERS." THE *"RIOTERS" WERE SAID TO
HAVE SEJZED 238 VEHICLES, ABOUT 3,500 FIREARMS, AND 46,400
ROUNDS OF AMMUNITION. LOOTING AND SHOOTING INCIDENTS WERE
OB OEalidddnd- A\ |
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DESCRIBED, WITH THE OBSERVATION THAT *KWANGJU CITY (HAS)
TURNED COMPLETELY INTO A SCENE OF HORRORS.® NO CASUALTY
FIGURES WERE GIVEN. PARATROOPERS WERE SAID TO BE DEFENDING
AGAINST RIOTERS WHO WERE FIRING TWO AUTOMATIC WEAPONS FROM

THE ROOF OF CHONNAM MEDICAL COLLEGE. RIOYERS WERE REPORTED
FIRING ON HELICOPTERS OVERHEAD.

4, AS OF 2:00 A.M. MAY 22, ARMY TROOPS IN KWANGJU WERE
ORDERED 7O PULL BACK FROM THE CITY AND TO FIRE ONLY IF
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White House Meeting

At the White House at 4 p.m. on
May 22, an extraordinary
meeting to discuss Korea took
place, attended by Secretary of
State Edmund Muskie, Deputy
Secretary of State Warren
Christopher, Assistant Secretary
of State for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs Richard
Holbrooke, National Security
Advisor Zbigniew Brzezinski,
CIA Director Stansfield Turner,
Defense Secretary Harold
Brown, and former Seoul CIA
Station Chief Donald Gregg.

‘...there was general agreement that the first priority was
the restoration of order in Gwangju...” see Gleysteen's book, Massive

Entanglement, Marginal Influence: Carter and Korean in Crisis (Washington D.C.: Brookings Institution Press, 1999)
p. 135.







Gen. Wickham “has
accepted and agreed to the
request by the Korean
government to allow the
use of certain selected
Korean armed forces under
his operational control in
operations to subdue the
crowds.”

May 22, 1980  US DOD spokesperson
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E.O. 12065 RDS-1 $/23/00 (GLEYSTEEN, W.H.) OR-M
TAGS: PGOV, PINT, PINS, PEPR, KS, US

SUBJECY: INITIAL CALL ON ACTING PRIME MINISTER
1. (S - ENTIRE TEXT)

2. SUMMARY: IN INITIAL CALL ON ACTING PRIME MINISTER
PARK. -I OUTLINED U.S. POLICY TOWARDS KOREA IN PERIOD
FOLLCWING PRESIDENY PARK’S DEATH. 1 MADE CLEAR QUR
UNHAPPINESS WITH THE EVENTS OF MAY 17 DID NOT RELATE TO
MEASURES TO CONTROL RIOTING, WHICH WERE NECESSARY, BUT TO
THE ACCOMPANYING POLITICAL CRACKDOWN WHICH HAD EXACERBATED
EXISTING PROBLEMS AND HELPED BRING ABOUT THE KWANGJU
CRIS:G. - -1 NOTED THAT WE ARE GOING ALL WE CAN TO CONTRIBUTE

TQ THE PFSTORATION OF ORDER, CITING THE STATEMENT TSSUED
IN WuaSHINGTON ANDgOUR AFFIRMATIVE REPLIES WHEN ASKED TO
“CHOP* CFC‘ FORCE*) KOREAN COMMAND FOR USE IN KWANGJU.

3.

1-5-:D WE FEEL EQUALLY STRONGLY THAT,
RESTORED, POLITICAL PRUGRESS MUST RESUME;
HAVE SOME HOPE FOR THE FUTURE
STABILIZED. PARK AGREED,
COMMENT IN HIS FIRST SPEECH, MAY 22, PARK STATED THAT THE
CROREF

SRORET

WHEN CALM IS
UNLCESS PEOPLE
THE SITUATION CANNOT BE TRULY
SAYING HE HAD MADE A SIMILAR
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TEXT OF TELEGRAM BOSEOUL 006610

4. AT MY REQUEST I PAID AN INITIAL CALL ON ACTING PRIME
MINISTER CHOONG HOON PARK (M-R: PAK CHUNG-HUN) MAY 23.

THE DCM ACCOMPANIED ME: PARK WAS ALONE., AFTER CONGRATULA-
TING PARK (WHO 1S LIKELY TO REMAIN “ACTING™ A LONG TIME
SINCE HE ALONE OF THE CABINET MUST BE APPROVED BY THE
ASSEMBLY), I OUTLINED IN SOME DETAIL U.S. POLICY TOWARDS
KOREA SINCE PRESIDENT PARK'S DEATII. | SAID THAT THE POLICY
DECISIONS OF MAY 17 HAD STAGGERED US. WE AGREED THAT FIRM
ANTI-R10T MEASURES WERE NECESSARY, BUT THE ACCOMPANYING
POLITICAL CRACK-DOWN WAS POLITICAL FOLLY AND CLEARLY HAD
CONTRIBUTED TO THE SERIOUS BREAKDOWN OF ORDER IN KWANGJUU.
THE GOVLRNMEMT’S STATEMENT OF MAY 22 MAKING FURTHER
ACCUSATIDNS "AGAINST KIM DAE JUNG (M-R: KIM TAE-CHUNG) HAD
ONLY WORSCIHICC THE SITUATION.

S. THE UNITED STATES IS DOING ALL IT CAN TO HELP IN THE
RESTORATION OF ORDER, 1 CONTINUED. WE ISSUED A STATEMENT
IN WASHINGTON WHICH HAD THE APPROVAL THREE CABINET-
LEVEL OF7:CoaLS. AND WE HAVE AGREED TO “CHOP* FODRCES
UNDER CFC COMMAND TO KOREAN AUTHORITIES FOR USE IN
KWANGJU. HOWEVER, AS WE NOTED IN OUR STATEMENT, ONCE CALM
IS RESTORED, WE ARE CONVINCED THE POLITICAL PROCESS MUST
ONCE AGAIN RESUME. I COMPLIMENTED PARK FOR INCLUDING A
REFERENCE TO- THIS ISSUE IN HIS FIRST SPEECH MAY 22. PARK
Sy
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AND STABiviy OF EAST ASIA; IN THE MEANTIME, THE COMMIT-
MENT DF T!IZ UNITED STATES TUO OEFEND KOREA AGAINIT OUT-
SIDE AGHRESS'ON REMAINS A FUNDAMENTAL TENET OF U.S.
FOREIGN POLICY. BUT IN ODUR PRE-OCCUPATION WITH THE
SECURIT RELATIONSHIP, WE SHOULD NOT FORGET THAT ECONOMIC
AND COMMeRCIAL TIES HAVE TAKEN ON AN ENORMOUS IMPORTANCE
OVER THE YEARS. IN 1979, KOREA WAS OUR 13TH LARGEST
TRADING PARINER, ABSORBING ABOUT 4.2 BILLIUN DOLS

IN U.S. EXPORTS, WHILE ACCOUNTING FOR 4.% BILLION DOLS
IN U.S. IMPORTS. EXPOSURE OF U.S. BANKS IN KOREA

RUNS INTO MANY BILLIONS OF DOLLARS, AND DIRECT U.S.
EQUITY INVESTMENT IN THIS COUNTRY AMOUNTS TO OVER 300
MILLION DOLS. ALL OF THESE TRENDS INTERLOCK TO FORM A

STRONG FOUNDATION FOR SUSTAINED GROWITH IN U.S. - KUREAN
RELATIONS IN THE YEARS AHEAD.

WILLIAM H. GLEYSTEEN, JR.
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ATELY THE ATTITUDES OF THEIR PRIMARY CON-
TACTS. .S, FUSINESSMEN ARE CAUTIOUS OVER THE LONG-TERM
STABILITY OF +HE ROK BUT LESS CONCERNED OVER DEMOCRATIC
DEVELOPMEDIT . IF THE MILITARY LEADERSHIF CAN DEVELOP AN
APPARENTLY STABLE STRUCTURE AND REINVIGORATE THE ECONOMY |
THEN U.S. BUSINESS AND BANKING CIRCLES WILL HE PREFARED
TO GO BAZK 10 HBUSINESS AS USUAL ., THE MISSTIUMARY CUMMUNITY,
IN CONTRAST, 1S ACUTELY DEPRESSED HY RECENT DEVELOUFMENTS,
CONCERNED OVE:! THE POSSIBLE MISIREATMENT OF THE MNUMERQUS
PEOPLE ATRESTED, AND CRITICAL -- OFTEN BITIERLY CRITICAL
= OF THE 1) S FDR NOT HAVING IN SOME WAY PREVENTED THESE
DEVELOPMENTS. THEY ARE QUICK 10 BRING TO T1HE EMBASSY TALES
OF RISINS ANTI-AMERICAN SENTIMENT, ARE NOT TAKEN WITH MOVES
WE MHAVE ALREADY MADE, AND CANNOT BE COUNTED ON FOR SUPPORT
IN OUR DISFIZJULT MANEUVERINGS OVER THE HNEXT FEW MONTHS.
SINCE THE "1 & CHURCH SUFPORTERS OF THIS LATTER GROUP ARE
MORE NUMERJIUS AND MORE VOCAL THAN THOSE OF THE BUSINESS
COMMUNITY. WE WOULD EXPECT THAT CUMPLAINTIS REACHMING THE
DEPARTME~N| Wi+ L BE HEAVILY WEIGHTED OUN [ME STIUE OF THIE
CHURCH-RELAT D AMERICAN RESIDENTS OF THE ROK. THESE 1wl
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The secret to Chun’s US support
was his reliance on technocratic
experts; like Pinochet’s nods to
Milton Friedman and the “Chicago
boys,” and like Turkey’s new
military rulers, Chun promoted
men friendly to American business
interests who implemented
neoliberal economic policies.



















U.S. BANKERS ®ARN KCRER OF FINANCINCG ODIFFICULTIES (C)

THAT DURING THE vISIT BANK OF KQREA GOYERNOR SKIN THIS
WEEK SHIN WAS GIVEN A UNT MESSAGE. SHIN WAS INFORMED

BY THE U.S. BANKERS THAT IF KQOREA DID NOT GET ITS POLITICAL
HOUSE [N ORDER SWIFTLY THEN 1T wOULD BE EXCEEDINGLY
DIFFICULT TO GET NECESSARY FINANCING BEYOND THIS YEAR.
MOREOYER, -EYEN IF THE HANDLING OF KIM DARE-JUNG WERE
ACCEPTABLE IN KOREA, THE AUTHORITIES WERE PROCEEDING AS

SECRET
SETRET
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WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED 8‘ ONZ OF THE LARGZ NEW YORK BANKS

-~

IF THE REST OF THE vORLD DI[D.NOT EX[ST -- A DANGEROLUS
COURSE FOR KOREA IN YIEW OF I7S EXTERNAL FINANCING NEEDS*
SHIN MAY BE ABLE TO PASS ON THE LECTURE EFFECTIVELY.

WAILE IN NEW YORK HE RECEIYVYED WORD THAT HE 1§ TO BE THE
NEw MINISTER OF COMMERCE. (RICH)
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According to William Stueck, mainstream
historian of the US role in Korea:

“The United States did nudge democracy forward in
1987, but this was under very different conditions [than
iIn1980]. By that time Chun could step down and not fear
for life and limb...a continued effort to deny elections to
determine his successor would likely produce broad civil
conflict under circumstances in which the army’s loyalty
to him below the top ranks was questionable. In that
situation the United States would actually have assumed
more risk if it had failed to press Chun against using the
army to control the civilian population.”

--William Stueck, “Remembering the Kwangju Incident,” Diplomatic History
(Winter 2002), p. 157.



Richard Holbrooke reported to the
Trilateral Commission in 1988:

“Once pressures for greater political participation become
widespread, however, stubborn resistance is an equally likely
cause of turbulence. In the new era of East Asia, this was
amply demonstrated in the last years of the Marcos regime.
The people of South Korea, by contrast, are beginning to fulfill
their own aspirations for political participation under much
more favorable circumstances, thanks to the last minutes
recognition by the government in June of 1987 that blocked
evolution might well open the door to chaos or revolution.”

--Richard Holbrooke, Roderick MacFarquhar, Kazuo Nukazawa, East Asia in
Transition: Challenges for the Trilateral Countries (New York, Paris, Tokyo: The
Trilateral Commission, 1988) p.5.
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