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Practical History

This pamphlet was prepared for the Zerowar conferernce which was heéddlamgong on the 8th
of December 2002.

“Sabotage th&Var Efort” is the text of a leaflet distributed yo War But The Class &

(NWBTCW) at an anti-war demonstration in London in February 1991. NWBTCW was reformed
during the 1999 Kosov@/ar and again in 2001 to oppose thedi@nTerror”. They have a website
at: wwwgeocities.com/nowar_buttheclasswar

“Lessons from the tBuggleAgainst the GulfVar” was written by the communist grodpfheberand
appeared in the first issue of their annual magazine in 228R2eben have a website containing most
of their articles at: wwvgeocities.com/auftheben2.

“Do You Remember the Fir§ime?” was written in early 1998 when a new US/British military
assault on Iraq seemed immindntactical Historyhave a website at:
www.geocities.com/CapitolHill/Senate/7672

These includedim Brassil an ex-army nurse who went into hiding. He said: “as a nurse, | am disgustec
that massive funding has become immediately available to fight a war when for years we have seen t
National Health Service starved of fundinghother reservist and Falklands veteran declared: “"There’

no way I'll fight to fill their petrol tankers”.

Also in the UK Lance Bombardi&fic Williams deserted from his regiment and spent the war on the
run, turning up at anti-war rallies to denounce the war for oil.

Terry Jones, aAustralian sailgrwas put on trial for going absent without leave from HM@&i8laide-
a warship destined for the Gulf. He said that he was not prepared to die “to protect US oil lines”.

As with every other aspect of the wegsistance in the military was censorEide father of a British

RAF pilot noted: “They interviewed our lad for the telly out there. He said it was all for a bit of oil and
it wasnt really right.They spoke to his mate after that, and his mate was a bit more. pteaid they

were there to do a job of work and would get on with it the best they could. It was his mate the:
eventually broadcast”.

The families of military personnel also spoke out against the Redatives of US servicemen and
women set up the anti-war Military Families Support Netw®he parent of one Marine wrote “now

you have ordered my son to the Middle East. For what? Cheap gas?”. In the UK, the mother of a 1
year old soldier wrote in a letter to a national paper: “My son is very precious to me and | do not war
to see him risk his life for oil”.

REPRESSION

The war was used as an opportunity to step up repression across theAvimtplis ‘anti-terrorist
campaign’saw 62,000 troops and police deployed in ItalyFrance, 200,000 troops were deployed
and police leave was cancelled. In the UnitedeS Cheryl Lessin, of Cleveland, Ohio, was jailed for
a year for setting light to the US flag.

35 Iragi servicemen who were students in Britain were held as POWs at Rollestone military priso
camp on Salisbury Plain. 3gab detainees were put in jail, and a further 167 were depditede
included anti-Saddarrabs. For instancAbbas Shiblak, a Palestinian who had publicly criticised
Saddam as a member of @b Oganisation for Human Rights, was held for several weeks before
being released after a well-publicised campaign in his support.

In February 91 there werd &rrests outside Home f@@f in London at a protest in support against the
war and in particular the detentionAfab nationals.

AND FINALLY...
A special mention to whoever provoked the following patriotic letter to the Sun in 1991:

“Your Page One flag will stay in my window until Our Boys come home in glory- even though someone

smashed my window” (the Sun had put out a full page Union Jack on its front cover with the captior
‘support our boys and put this flag in your window”).
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In September 1990 a group called GAHr Resisters staged a protest at the Farnbordiu@now, the

UK’s main annual public display of military aircraft and weapons systems. Slogans were painted on a
British Aerospacdornado jet, and two people climbed on top of the jet with aWsoin the Gulf”

banner

STOP BUSINESS AS USUAL

The BP refinery in Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania was picketed, as was the Chevron Oil HQ in San
Francisco (28/8/90). N@/ar but Clas&Var picketed the London headquarters of the oil company BP
Their leaflet we declared “@ivont die for oil profits- Clas$Var not OilWar”, and supported strikers

on the North Sea oil rigs as well as opposing war in the oilfields of the middle east.

Financial interests were also dated. In October 1990, 350 took part in demo in San Frangisco’
financial district. Called to protest against the “destruction of the planet and its people by the corporate
and financial cartels” it focused on corporate links with the @®df. The world headquarters of
Chevron Oil were blockaded, and a US and Chevron flag buFregtic was blocked in Markett&et

(San Franciscg' main street).

On 21 January anti-war protestors blockaded the entrance to the FratddlrEschange and pelted
the dealers with eggs and paint bombgdgust a liveTV show was disrupted with a banner reading
“There’s always German money in weapons when theney slaughter in the world”.

A spontaneous demo in San Francisco blocked the golden Gate bridge. Police cars were set on fire and
aTV station disrupted. In Chicago roads were blocked for four hours. In London 31 were arrested in
a sit-down protest blocking tifaf near Parliament he toll booths on the Severn Bridge were occupied.

AIDS direct action groupCT UPstaged a “Day of Desperation” in N&erk on January 23. Protestors
forced the CBS national evening newktbé air when they invaded the set shouting “FAJBXS, not
Arabs”. 500 activists shut down Grand Centradti®n for an hour during the evening rush hour
floating a lage banner reading “Money f&iDS not war” to the ceiling with helium-filled balloons.

RESISTANCE IN THE MILITARY
The most dEctive action against war is of course the refusal by soldiers toTigatraqi war ebrt

was destroyed by the mass desertions of soldiers, and it was this that caused the war to come to an end

so quickly

Unfortunately in the Coalition forces there was no mass resistance of this kind, but there was significant
opposition to the waBy the end of November over 50 US service people or reservists had declared
their refusal to go. In Nework, theWar Resisters League had received more than 400 phone calls
from soldiers, including 12 members of one company of 150 Marine reservists. Paul Dotson, a US
Marine Corps reservist stated: “I emphatically refuse to kill for oil in the Persian Gulf”.

The US army issued new regulations preventing soldiers from filing for conscientious objector status
until they were in Saudhrabia. Some soldiers tried other ways of avoiding the front: there were
reports of 300 cases of self-mutilation among US troops in Germany whowléhi'to go to the Guilf.

US Marine JdfPatterson sat down on the runway in Hawaii and refused to board the plane due to take
him to the Gulf saying that he refused to fight for “American profits and cheap oil”.

In the UK, 410 compulsory call-out notices were issued to reservists (mostly medical personnel), but
only 314 turned up as ordered on 5 Janwsirieast 25 reservists publicly refused to serve in the war
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SABOTAGE THE WAR EFFORT!

We do not yet know the full scale of the massacre in the Bflican be sure though that many have
already been killed, and that many more working class people on both sides will die until this war i
stoppedThe idea that the war would be over in a few days is looking as stupid as the claiortbat

War One would be over by Christmas 1914.

Itis not just in blood that our class is expected to pay for theAwdine Daily Mirror put it on the first

day of fighting: ‘All of us must steel ourselves for whatever hardships, shortages and sacrifices we me
have to makeAnd we SHALLhave to make thenThis doesrt’'mean that people like Robert Maxwell,

the Mirror's millionaire ownerwill suffer. It means that the rest of us will be told to put up with price
rises, longer hospital waiting lists (7500 beds have been put aside for the military), conscription
ecological disasters and whatever else the war throws up.

Behind all the hypocritical garbage about freedom, democracy and liberating Kuwait, this war is abot
the naked pursuit of profit by rival capitalist gangst€le real issues are control of the oil fields and
crushing the class struggle in all the countries involved.

But we do not have to accept our rulemsirderous power gamekhere have been many occasions on
which the working class, in and out of uniform, has stopped WhesFirstWorld War ground to a halt

as a result of uprisings in Russia, Hung&grmany and elsewhere. British Government plans to start
another war in Russia immediately after had to be abandoned when soldiers went on strike demandi
immediate demobilisation.

TheAmerican war dbrt in Vietnam collapsed partly because of mass refusal to fight by trbloigs.
ranged from sitting down on the battlefield to blowing uficefs (‘fragging’) - in 1970 even the
Pentagon admitted to over 200 fraggings.

During the Iran-lrag/Var there was mass desertion on both sitlesre were at least two occasions
when the Iraghir Force was used to bomb mutinous Iraqi troops. Saddam Hisséarhous chemical
attack on Halabja in 1988 was carried out because the city was full of army deserters.

The war can and must be opposed on the home front as well as in the armed liemeebave been
massive anti-war demos throughout the world. In France and Holland people have blocked munitior
trains. In Spain and Italy millions of workers and high school students have gone on strike against tt
war. In San Francisco a cop car was burned on an anti-war demo and the Golden Gate bridge has b
blocked several timeénti-war groups are being set up in hospitals and other workplaces in Britain.

We can also refuse to pay for the war in any way by resisting attacks on our living standards - b

carrying on refusing to pay the poll tax and other bills, by striking for morebyaypposing cuts...
Only class war can stop the bosseat.

KEEP THE HOME FIRES BURNING!



LESSONS FROM THE STRUGGLE
AGAINST THE GULF WAR

A new cycle of working class struggle is tentatively egimgy in continental Europe over austerity
measures required by the Maastridhéaty But here in Britain any optimistic anticipation of the
prospect of struggles is tempered by the shadow of a recent defeat. For since the historic and inspirational
turning point of the poll tax rebellion, the resurrection of autonomous and uncompromised class hatred
in Trafalgar Square and the mass refusal of austeatycome the defeat of the anti-war movement.

The GulfWar may not have had arfegt on the working classability to wage defensive struggles in
response to comingfehsives, but the revolutionary Left have still to come to terms with our failure to
prevent the successful slaughter of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi proletarians. It is as if the blood of
those thousands of Iragi mutineers and deserters carpet-bombed on the road to Basra is somehow on
our hands; the anti-war resistance in Iraq was so successful it rendered the Iraqi state incapable of
defending its gains in Kuwait at all, while the impotence of the anti-war movement in the US and
Britain virtually gave the murderous representatives of US/UK capitdé blancheo have Iraq

bombed back into the Middkges.

In order to exorcise the ghost of this defeat we have to undertake a critical reappraisal of where the
anti-war movement went wrong. Moreoyete have to reassess our own attempts to prevent the war
and how we influenced the strategy pursued by the anti-war movement as a whole. It is not enough to
say as many who confined their opposition to grumbling over their pints must have done, that the
outcome was inevitable, that the war couldré prevented, that we could never defeat the forces of
war, backed by the UN, the police forces and the mé&thiaVietnam war is a recent enough reminder

of how a seemingly omnipotent warachine can be rendered impotent by concerted opposition amongst
soldiers and the class from which they are dramal. right up until the commencement of Operation
Desert $orm, despite the propaganda which accompanied Operation Desert Shield and the lack of any
effective redress to it by the anti-war movement, opinion polls suggested that around 50% of the
population were opposed to military intervention. Not a bad foundation from which to build an active
and efective opposition.

Our failure was not inevitable. Nor can it be solely blamed on the left-liberal leadership of the anti-war
movement, for their success in controlling the movement reflected our inability to mount a successful
challenge to the leadership, their positions, and most of all, their str&mgye have to look at our

own role in resisting the wawhat we did right and wrong, the strengths and weaknesses of our
strategy

ANTI-WAR STRATEGY

The experience of our class has shown us how capitalist wars cdedveelf opposed. For the sake
of analytical clarity this opposition may be divided into three separate strategies which are in reality
particular yet interelated aspects of the overall struggleese may be roughly defined as:

i) undermining support for the war by stressing the class antagonisms involved;
i) actively sabotaging the staseability to conduct a war and;
i) precipitating a crisis ‘at home'.

400,000 took part in a marchAwgiers, where youths stormed the UN headquarters, ripping down the
flag and burning itThere was a massive demonstration in the city of Kassala in Sudan, while in
Morocco 300,000 were on the streets of Rabat to oppose th&sweaell as sending troops to support

the Coalition, the Moroccan government used the army against the working class aTtoops.

killed at least 100 people during riots in December following a one-day general strike for higher wage
after subsidies on basic foodd$tuivere cut on the orders of the IMF

In some countries just the act of taking to the streets was dangerdusken police opened fire on
anti-war demonstrators and Birté&ftumbas died under torture after being arrested on a demo at
Ankara UniversitySix people were seriously injured when police open fire on demonstrators in Batman,
65 miles from the Iragi bordeFhe town is near a US airbase from where bombing raids against Iraq
were launched.

Police banned anti-war demonstrations outside embassies in New Delhi, claiming protests could strz
India’s ties with countries involved in the wdtolice shot dead three protestors in Pakistan. On 6
February500 police smashed a 50 strong anti-war demonstration in Egypt. Four days later riot polic
swamped Cairo after rumours of another march.

BLOCKADE THE BASES

In Germany there were frequent attempts to block military depots and ba#tettiesend of November

US military transport was held up for four hours by a blockade of Mannheim harbour in southerr
Germany|In January10,000 blocked the entrance to the US Rhine-MaifBase outside Frankfurt.
Hundreds held up an army train in the alpine city of Chambd&hyary vehicles were set on fire at the
armed forces barracks in Haan, near Hilden.

In Holland, before the war started, protestors were active against the transport of US arms through t
country en route to the Gulf. Many groups joined to try and block the movement by trains, lorries an
boats, with people getting arrested for sitting in front of trains. Incendiary devices were used to sabota
railways.

In Turkey there were bomb attacks on am@office, a USArmy building and thémerican Consulate.

In Italy there were attempts to blockade Malpanese airport near Milan to prevent it being used to refu
US B52s. Months after the warficfally finished, there were bomb attacks on the homes of two Italian
air force pilots proclaimed as national heroes for their part in the slaughter

Army recruiting ofices were picketed. In January 1000 high school pupils demonstrated outside &
military recruiting ofice on Broadwayl9 were arrested. On&-year old said: “I'm angnMy uncles
probably going to die.Who cares about 0il?” In Detroit, riot police broke up a demonstration outside
the Military Entrance Processingg8on. Leicester Dirediction Movement picketed their local army
recruitment diice, and the dice in Brighton was also blockade®combined forces recruitingfafe

in Hanley Soke-on-Tent, was damaged in an arson attack.

There were demonstrations outside several naval bases in the US andWastimer USAF base,

MA. At the send dffor the one Greek warship being sent to the Gulf, relatives of Greek citizens in Iraq
and Kuwait staged their own demonstration to voice their opposition. In England there was a demo
USAF base aAlconbury The police limited the number of demonstrators to 60 for “security” reasons.
1500 demonstrated at Fairford in Gloucestershire, from where B-52s made flying bombing raids.
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There were also strikes against austerity measures related to the Gulf crisis. In January there was a
general strike in Bolivia against a 33% petrol price increase.

In Britain there was no strike action, but there was some workplace anti-war at®@tgttended a
London-wide meeting of Healiorkers against thé/ar and anti-war groups were set up in at least six
London hospitalsAt the London Hospital iVhitechapel and North Manchester Hospital there were
small demonstrations linking the war to cuts in the NHS.

At Great Ormond Beet childrens hospital in London, wards were closed because fewer private patients
were coming from the middle east (the hospital relies on private sector income to help finance free
health care on the site). On 10 October hospital workers staged their second demonstration against the
cuts, demanding that the government provide funds to preventaHeaflet put out by ®.S. Health

workers Group says: “This war must end. It threatens the lives of millions in the Middle East and it is
now endangering our health and our jobs”.

Anti-war groups were also set up amongst media workers, civil servants and Baliéisbm workers.

At arms manufacturer GEC Marconi (makers of navigation, radar and missile guidance systems), the
war coincided with the sacking of 800 workef¢orkers opposed to the wamganised an unii€ial

overtime ban and go slow on equipment headed for the Gulf, slowing down production and stopping
some equipment from getting there.

ON THE STREETS
Across the world, millions of people took to the streets to protest against the war

On the weekend before war broke out 100,000 marched against war in London, 15,000 in Manchester
10,000 in Glasgow3,000 in BristolThere were also protests in many smaller towns.

On the same weekend a quarter of a million marched in 120 German/ééibsver 200,000 marched

in 150 towns and cities across France. 100,000 marched in Rome, 40,000 in Brussels and 60,000 in
Istanbul. More than 75,000 attended rallies in Madrid and Barcelona, which ended in clashes with
police.There were demos in Switzerland, Norw@weden, in over 30 cities and towns in Canada, and

all across the USA.

Thing hotted up as the threat of war became reality on 16 Jaf08r@00 marched in San Francisco;
in the same city 1000 people were arrested in a single day of prot®gésHimgton, 250,000 marched.
Bank windows were bricked and a fence torn down outside the FBI building. Wnigedes, blood
and oil was poured on the steps of a federal building.

In Germany roads and railway lines were blocked and department stores set on fire. In Berlin petrol
bombs were thrown in clashes outside the US diplomatic mission. Education came to a virtual standstill
as teachers and pupils joined demos.

In Paris police were stoned, shop windows smashed, rubbish bins set on fire after aAlersiertfam,
street fires were started outside the US consuldiere were lage protests iustralia, where the
government sent two frigates and a supply ship to the Gulf. 30,000 marched in, Sydinelng

Vietnam veterans. 15,000 marchedakyo.
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Let us consider these in turn.

i) Undermining the notion of a national interest

The war in the Gulf has served to decimate a once combative oil producing proletariat, to reassert t
role of the US as global policeman in the wake of the Soviet Unamifapse, and also to stimulate
another round of capital accumulation based on military procurefieese results may well have
been considered during the build up to the,wad could have been factors in deciding to pursue the
aims of theAllies by military means rather than through sanctions. But the primary aim Aflige

was to resecure the flow of Kuwaiti oil revenue into the US and UK banking systems, essential for th
financing of the US deficit. In other words, the war was fought for the interests of US and UK capital,
for their need of injections of finance capital from Kuwait, which have amounted to $60 billion invested
in the US alone.

On the other hand, it was to be the working class who would be made to pay the price farfthe war
refusal of Iragi troops to fight was not anticipated, so casualties amongst British as well as Iraqi troof
were expected. On top of the despair of the families from whom they would have been taken, th
working class as a whole was expected téesafs NHS wards were to be denied to us in order to treat
the troopsAs it was, patients had operations cancelled in preparation for this eventuality

Although the financial costs of the war have beegélgrrecovered through reluctant contributions
from Japan and Germany and other oil states such as Dubai, UAE etc, and the massive profits frc
subsequent arms sales to the region, the costs were always liable to be foisted onto the shoulders of
working class through higher taxes, cuts in public services, and pricdtisggovernment also hoped

for another ‘FalklandsFactot, rallying a nation divided over the poll tax behind the flag of the
bougeoisie.

In order to successfully oppose the war it was crucial that the anti-war movement stress that the w
was to be fought for the interests of the capitalist class alone, and to decisively situate itself in oppositic
to those interest¥his could be done through the usual means of propaganda such as leaflets, bannel
grafiiti, fly-posting, public meetings, and through high profile actions.

Not only is this essential for building an opposition at home that knows why it opposes the war and ce
thus formulate tactics such as strikes and civil disorder which reflect the class basis of that oppositio
but it is also essential to encourage ‘disloyalty’ amongst those troops expected to fight. Historice
examples abound of desertions and mutinies making itimpossible for rival capitalist interests to compe
by means of wamnot least irVietnam where US troops were often more inclined to kill théicers

than the supposed eneifly And there is evidence to indicate that a concerted refusal to fight in the
Gulf War was not an impossibilitiEven without the social unrest ‘back horielt formed the backdrop

to resistance iWietham, many troops refused to go to the Gulf, including at least 23 of tkeelit&’
force,The Marines, who are currently in jail for desertibhere were also cases of warshepsoute

to the Gulf being sabotagednd Bush showed that he did not have absolute confidence in the loyalty
of the US army when ammunition was taken away from all enlisted men and women on bases
visited during ‘morale raisingdtips to SaudArabia during Operation Desert Shield.

Examples of this strategy were seen in Germbosh during the build-up to war and once it had
started. IPAugust of 1990 a liv&V show debating the Gulf crisis was disrupted by anti-war protesters
with a banner reading: “Thesalways German money in weapons when themey slaughter in the
world.” And on January 21st 1991, anti-war protesters attempted to make clear in whose interest tt



war was being fought by blockading the entrance to the Frankfurt stock exchange and pelting the
dealers with eggs and paint bombs.

ii) Sabotaging the war machine

Fighting a war is huge logistical exercise requiring the coordinated movemen ts of troops, weapons,
ammunition, and supplies from wherever they are stationed to wherever they are réteiaullity

of military commands to perform this operation is clearly dependent on a number of factors, including
the reliability of those workers not required to fight but who are nonetheless essential for this logistical
exercise, and if cooperative themselves, on their ability to function without interfefémepresents

many opportunities for sabotaging the wdokf and indeed there were a number of instances of such
sabotage against the GWfar. For example iugust 1990, 4000 maintenance workers on US bases

in Turkey went on strike for higher payus deliberately hampering the waioef And in France in
September 1990, workers held up a ferry carrying troops to the Gulf, albeit for only 12 hours. In Italy
there were attempts to blockade Malpanese airport near Milan in order to prevent it from being used to
refuel USAF B-52 en outebetween bombing raids in Irag and British bases.

In Germany frequent attempts were made to blockade military depots and barracks in order to disrupt
the mobilisation for the wafransport command supplies were also blocked, holding up the movement

of the raw materials for the military bases of the British American troops stationed in Munster
Bremerhaven, Frankfurt, Berlin and elsewh@itee tactic of disrupting the transportation of military
supplies was also used in France on several occasions, and in Holland, where trains supplying troops
in Germany were persistently sabotaged, derailed, and blockaded.

iii)Fermenting Crisis at Home

The backdrop to the end of théetnamWar, a result of the refusal dimerican conscripts to fight for

their state, was a severe social crisis in the UnitegSandVestern Europe. One of the ways in which

that crisis manifested itself was through civil disorder in opposition to the Wéetimam. Footage of

the riot in Grosvenor Square may look like a Keystone Cops movie compared with what Britain has
seen in the last decade or so, but it was nevertheless an important moment in the international crisis
which led the US tate to pull out oVietham and confront the crisis it wasfeuing in its factories,

streets, campuses and ghettoes.

Again, examples of this strategy were seen in opposition to theNaulGeneral strikes occurred in
Pakistan, ItalyTurkey and Spain, although they seem to have been successfully restricted to one day
only by union bureaucracies token 1/2 hour stoppage against the war occurred on January 18th 1991
at a firm in Bremen, Germangnd later that month, also in Germadraft resisters forced to work as
hospital orderlies went on a 3-day strike in opposition to the war

Demonstrations against the war occurred virtually everywhere imagiAablsome of these, although
not enough, spilled over into direct confrontations with the forces of the state. For example, in
Bangladesh, police were forced to use batons to contain demonstrators on September 3rd 1990.

Waging Class War against the Bosses War..........

It can be seen from the above outline that there were a number of attempts, using various strategies, to
wage the class war in continental Europe against thedafetalist war in the Gulf. One could no

doubt find many other instances of anti-war resistance abroad if one was determined to search beyond
these few examples which, despite a virtual media blackout on such aetergyavailable to the anti-

war movement thanks ¥ar Repot, Counter Information and a leaflet by3.M. Combustion(2)

hospital orderlies went on strike for three days in opposition to theawaiin Italy 100,000 workers
and 30,000 students stopped work on 22 February

Students took action in many placesTarkey 70% of universities were hit by anti-war boycotts in
November 1990At a school in suburban Berkley (near Detroit), 30 high school students were suspende
after staging a sit-in. On 22 January there was an anti-war strike at School of Oriert&icamd
Studies, London. Sidents there ganised against intimidatory security measures and racism against
Arab students. One Egyptian student told of how “On the tube a guy looked at me and said ‘Irac
bastard’And you get ‘bloodyArab™.

Dockers and seafarers were often at the forefront of action, perhaps not surprisingly given the key rc
of ships in moving troops and supplies to the Gliife departure of French ground forces for Saudi
Arabia was delayed when seafarers on deray requisitioned to carry troops demanded danger money
before agreeing to sailhe ferry left Corsica after this dispute was resolved, but it was held up for
another 12 hours on 21 September on the docksid@ieuddn, by workers opposed to the whr
February dockers in Marseilles refused to load containers full of military materials destined for the
Gulf.

In Japan, the shipment of supplies to US troops was delayed when seafarers refused to leave
without an additional 30% on base salaries to compensate for the military nature of the voyage. Spani
seafarers stopped a passenger ship from sailing to pick up French troops and take them to the Gi
they refused to let it sail unless its crew had volunteered and were getting increased wages for salili
into a danger zon@he Spanish government had chartered the ship as part of its support for.the war

Even where strike action was not explicitly against the ivaften threatened the war@ft. Early in
August 4000Turkish maintenance workers on US- run bases, including 1600 at Incirlik, the main US
air base, went on strike over payis threatened to hamper any plans for an air strike against Irag- a
military source stated, “It is ditult to see how any major operation could be launched in current
circumstances'The strikers were ordered back to work by the government who declared that the strike
was “harmful to national security”.

In December a strike wave spread throligrkey, starting with 50,000 miners in Zonguld#@4ong

with wives and supporters they set iof January to march on the capitalkara demanding a 600%
wage rise. 200 were arrested when riot police stopped the march. In Bursa, 30,06kint dilustries

went on strike, and 105,000 engineers went on strike from 26 Decet@[#90 workers in the paper
industry came out on strike in Janudriye strike wave even spread to east London wher@@@@sh

and Kurdish workers went on strike in support of an illegal one day general strike at home. 55 peop
were arrested in clashes with the Metropolitan PolibeTurkish government responded with a two-
month ban on strikes, imposed on the grounds of the ¥eat.éespite this ban there were anti-war
stoppages and go-slows.

September also saw a virtual general strike in Greece, lasting three weeks, over plans to abolish put
sector pensions- strikers were threatened with being drafted into th&amopuntrys only weapons
factory was occupied by nearly 3000 armaments workers. In December 1990 almost every Gree
college and 2500 high schools were occupied by studergg.were opposing cuts, tighter discipline
and re-oganisation of exams and entry requirements, but anti-war sentiments were also expressed. (
marches slogans such as “Money for books not warships” and “send the education minister to tt
Gulf” were shouted.
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DO YOU REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME?
RESISTANCE TO THE 1991 GULF MASSACRE

| can't remember a worse time.... On 16 January 1991, the UnatesSwith support from Britain and
the other Coalition powers, launched a massive military attack orirtiacso-called “GultVar” was

in actual fact a one sided slaugh®&y the time it dficially finished on 28 February 1991, an estimated
quarter of a million people had been killed, most of them Iraqi civilians and conscripts.

For most people in thé/est, the war was just®/ spectacleAs some grditi in Sheffield put it “Hi-
TecWar kills and maims, but the media gives us video ganTé®.depressing lack of a movement
able to seriously confront, let alone stop the massacre has to be acknowledged.

The limited anti-war movement that did emerfailed to sustain itselVith a few exceptions, most of
those active in it implicitly accepted the spectactefinition of the warOnce the bombs stopped
falling and CNN stopped broadcasting from Baghdad, the war was declared to. Beompsr returned
home, and radicals moved on to the next campaign. But the war was far from over

The imposition of UN sanctions, backed up by the threat of military force, has killed more people than
Operation Desertt8rm. Much of the bombed out civilian infrastructure remains unrepaired as sanctions
block the equipment necessary to repalMiterborne diseases are endemic, malnutrition common,

and medical treatments scarce, some of them subject to sanctions. In 1996, aid agencies reported that
one third of children stéred from stunted growth or impaired intelligence due to lack of protein.
Truly as Brecht put it “their peace finishe$ what their war has left ovér

Despite the failures of the anti-war movement, we cannot allow it to be erased from bigienyally

now that airborne slaughter is back on the agenda and a new movement is Aemdsdhe world,

millions of people took part in demonstrations, strikes, sabotage, desertion and other acts of resistance.
This is not a comprehensive list of all opposition last time around. It daashide the massive
movement of resistance in Iraq itself, which needs its own pamphlet. Nor does it include any critical
analysis of the politics of the d&rent movements opposing the war

The aim here is simply to give a flavour of the range derkht tactics that were used in order to
inform attempts at resistance to Bill afehy’s new military adventure in the Gulf.

STRIKES
In several countries workers went on strike against theowagainst attacks on their working conditions
resulting from the war

In Bangladesh there was a one day general strike in September 1990 protesting against the despatch of
Bangladeshi troops to the Gulit least 50 people were injured when police used steel- tipped batons
against demonstrators. In Pakistan there was a general strike in February against the US bombing of
Iraq. Palestinians in the city of Jericho held a three day strike in mourning for the 300 killed in the US
attack on the Baghdad bomb sheltdilitants defied the Israeli imposed curfew to call for action
through their megaphones.

In the first week of the wamore than 2 million Spanish workers stopped work for two hours demanding
an end to the war and the recall of three Spanish warships. In Germany draft resisters forced to work as
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One could criticize many of the actions which occurred as tokenistic, such as the one day strikes. B
the point is that these actions, whether limited or exemptanid never succeed in stopping the war
unless they spread beyond those countries whose involvement in the war was relative§apjpiog

the war meant that the class war against the Gulf war had to be taken up in those countries central to
UN backed coalition: the US and the UK.

.......... Or not as the case may be.

Early signs from the US were encouraging. On the 20th October 1990, 15,000 marchedroriNew
and there were demonstrations in 15 other major chie$ US activists appeared willing and able to
take direct actiorA San Francisc@V station was disrupted, a cop car set alight on a demo, and the
Golden Gate Bridge was blockaded on several occadibase actions were not generalised however
and it appears that anti-war activity soon became dominated by left-liberal campaigners, of whor
someone wrote iEchange$6/67(3):

“They have brought their experiences with a vengeance into the new movement by demandin
compromise with the status quo ideology and calling for protest within the context of peaceful
obedience to the authorities so as to gain their respect. Mgayworking through the system’.
They tell us we must put pressure on elected representatives.....we must elect bette
representatives..... Theyge that we ‘support our troops’, not hurt their feelings by criticising the
job they do, and that we should express patriotism while criticising government gicyust

prove that we deserve to be listened to by obeying the rule of law andaordéry respecting the
police”.

This strategy of constitutional protest was an absolute failbieattempt to base the opposition to the
war on an alternative interpretation of the interests of US capital, and thus exploit the divisions whicl
emepged within the US capitalist class, meant that Bush was given a free hand once Congress h
voted in favour of military action and the bgeoisie buried its diérences and rallied to his support.
The failure of the anti-war movement to root itself in a class opposition to the interests for which the
war was to be fought can be measured by the overwhelming support for the war registered in opinic
polls, even allowing for their notorious unreliability

Here in Britain the anti-war movement registered its disapproval of the goverspelity towards

the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, and, as in the US, sought to do so peacefully and constitutiohally
course the anti-war movement was not a homogeneous mass, and contained within itfereny dif
perspectives united in their opposition to the,waany of which were fiercely critical of the CND/
Tony Benn leadership. But the anti-war movement remained within the parameters set out by th
leadershipThese parameters derived from their political perspeciives; accepted the pre-supposition

of a national interesThey accepted the legitimacy of the United Natidiey accepted the ‘need’
re-establish the Kuwaiti regingetontrol over Kuwaiti oilTheir opposition to the war was thus based

on a diference of opinion on how to achieve the goals of US/UK capital; they even advocated the
pursuit of these goals by starving the Iraqi working class through sanctions.

As aresult the anti-war leadership would never have countenanced the actions requiredeicinan ef
opposition to the waiThey wanted no repeats of the 1956 street battléghitehall against British
intervention in Suez, a possibility they were only too aware of following the momentous gepoger

of class violence ifirafalgar Square only a few months before the Gulf ciiibis grip that the leadership
maintained on the anti-war movement meant that it amounted to nothing more than a few peacef
marches to Hyde Park where any anger could be safely dissipated. No action was taken which challenc



the authority of the state or undermined its ability to wage theTwarmovement was confined to
peaceful protest while the state was engaged in the mass slaughter of Iragis.

We have not yet answered the question, howegdno how it was that the forces of pacifism and social
democracy were able to contain the anti-war movement. It is not within the scope of this article to
provide a comprehensive answer to this question, comprising as it would not only a ciftiqtséyism

and anarchism, but also discussions of the psyche of the British working class and its experiences of
wars. But we can start to answer the question by undertaking a critique of one group that should have
mounted a challenge to the leadership of the anti-war movemektaNBut the Clas8Var.

NO WAR BUT THE CLASS WAR

NWBTCW was a loose collection of revolutionaries who came together in opposition to th&/agulf

As they clearly pointed out in their leaflets, their opposition to the war was firmly rooted in a class-
analysis rather than some form of moralistic liberalisne"Wnt pay for the bosses war” was the
headline on a leaflet distributed during the prelude to the"faiin all bossesivars, its us who will

be told to kill each other and die in the battlefields while those with most to gain from the war sit at
home and count their profits “ it continuéd well as providing the cannon foddé&hose of us not in

the front line will have to pay in other ways....... s.its who will be told to tighten our belts and put up
with cuts in jobs and wages.”

NWBTCW also seemed to know what would be required for fatiéfe opposition to the war: “Only
escalating the class war can prevent the massacres of both war and fpigasesugh as those by oil
workers can not only make working conditions safer but can sabotage the national ecoalkinty it
harder to wage wafruggles like that against the poll tax can also undermine national mobilisation
towards warOthers can sabotage the war machine directly”.

For various reasons howey®WBTCW limited itself to positing the class war idealkew if any;

steps were made towards actually realising it in pracgie®\orkers Scud (4pointed out, “a call for

general class struggle opposition to the war became an emotional cushion”. How and why this came to
be will hopefully become clearer as we follow the evolution of NWBTCW through the unfolding of the
Gulf War.

Resisting the build-up to War:

Following the commencement of Operation Desert Shieddigust 1990 NWBTCWvas formed at a
meeting in London to discuss ways of mounting dacti’e opposition to the waAmongst those
present were representatives from Hackney Solidarity GAmgrchist Communist Federation, Class
War, AnarchistWorkers GroupWildcat and assorted individuals including one of us from Brighton.

A proposal on the agenda was that we begindarase a demonstration outside one of the major oil
company diices in London. But rather than discussing this and other suitable actions the meeting soon
became focussed on the fact that AWMéG had adopted th&rotskyist line of supporting an Iraqi
victory in the warTheir agument that they supported the Iraqi state militarily but not politically cut no
ice with the rest of those present who pointed out that an Iragi military success, in itself a virtual
impossibility, could only be pursued by the imposition of military discipline on the Iragi working

class: suppressing the class struggle, shooting deserters and communists, torturing those who actively

opposed the war etc.

The AWG were quite rightly expelled from the group. Had they not been there would have been
endless problems over basic positions to be conveyed in the gpsapagandaVith the rest of those
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NOTES

(1) Eds’note:A short account of the quasi-mutiny by US troops irileénamWar is contained in the
US-produced leaflet “The Persian GurrA OneWay TicketTo Atlantis”, available fromAufheben

for a SAE.

(2) BM Combustion, LondoVC1N 3XX. CounterInformation(quarterly bulletin), Pigeonhole CI,

c/o 11 Forth $., Edinbugh EH1, ScotlandWar Report, c/dNew $atesman and Societifoundation
House, 38 Kingsland Road, London E2 8DQ. It should be noted in passing however that the internation
circulation of counteinformation and i dissemination could have been much mdieeft. Hopefully

the developing European Counter Network will facilitate a more rapid and co-ordinated circulation of
struggles; seeondon Notefor more info on the ECN. London Notes , c/o Box LN, 121 Railton Road,
Brixton, London, SE 24.

(3) Echanges et Mouveme®&M Box 91, LondonVC1N 3XX.

(4) Workers Scud, 40p plus postage, Box 15, 138 Kingsland High Road, London E8 2NS.

(5) Eds’note:Whilst we still know relatively little about the Shi'ite uprisings in Southern Iraq, the
proletarian nature of the Kurdish uprising and the assistance given to the Ba'athistsegistehg

of it by theAllies and Kurdish nationalists have since been documented. 8réDdysThat Shook

Irag- Inside Information Fron Uprising”, available fronAufheberfor a SAEA much more detailed
account, including an appendix on the Kurdistéorkers Councils or ‘Shoras available for 65p

from BM Blob and CombustionLondonWC1N 3XX.
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CONCLUSIONS

We made some serious tactical errors during our campaign against thiée@We pinned our hopes

on the anti-poll tax struggle, and left too much of the responsibilitgafising autonomous resistance

to the war to comrades in Londdkle have acknowledged our mistakes howgbvelieving that self-
criticism is an essential moment of revolutionary praxis. In printing this article we hope to contribute
to a similar process of self-criticism amongst others involved in NWBT@N3 will know much

more about what actually happened within the group tharhissarticle should also help others who
were not directly involved to learn from our mistakes.

To be fair to NWBTCWhno-one anticipated that the war would be over so quickly; we all underestimated
the potential for revolt of the Iragi armiylad the war continued and the corpses and wounded started
arriving in Britain then NWBTCW may well have been in the front line of agitation against the
closure of NHS wards for the warf@it. And the anti-war movement may well have been galvanised

by the deaths of British troops in a way it wady the slaughter of Iragi civilians. But NWBTCW

must acknowledge that it failed consistently over a period of six months to do what was so desperately
requiredVarious practical suggestions were made by various members, but were not put into practice.
Not, it would seem, because other proposals were deemed to be fectieeefout because the group

was ultimately content to defend the right position, the historic class position in all its purity

In other words, the NWBTCW group seems to have seen its role as a predominantly ideological one.
The truly internationalist position had to be broadcast to the movement afidothehad to be
denounced or attacked, leaving the grip of social democracy and pacifism intact. Even when the
CND/Benn leadership were threatening the RCP with the police because they refused to toe the
patriotic line, NWBTCWwere more concerned with getting into fistfswfith the RCRhan challenging

CND’s complicity with the state. For many years positions regarding the nature of the Soviet Union
have served as the ‘litmus test’ for determining the ‘authenticity’ of groups within the British left that
have claimed to be revolutionaWas it the collapse of the Soviet Union and the declining relevance

of these aguments that led to members of NWBTQWcoming preoccupied with distinguishing
themselves from the rest of the (‘always coungsolutionary’) Left?

We cannot do anything to change what happened during théeMaulbut we can learn from our
mistakes And with it looking increasingly likely that the British state will be involved in a joint
attempt to intervene militarily ifugoslavia, to ensure that the carve-up goes along the lines desired
by German capital, we must be ready to make sure that they cannot get away with their bloody
crusades so easily again
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present in agreement over the need to escalate the class struggle against the war in solidarity with
working class of Iraq, rather than implying that they should forsake their own struggle, the expulsior
of theAWG shouldhave allowed NWBTCWb press ahead withganising efective actions to sabotage

the war efort. But as time went on it became clear that the meeting, andginaemnt with theAWG,

had a diferent efect on those present. NWBTCW many respects came to see its role as one of
defending a class position on the wather than having a class position as a necessary but (in itself)
insufficient prerequisite for taking practical steps to stop theliaroncern with defining itself primarily
against the position adopted by the varidratskyist sects seemed to be at the expense of a practical
challenge to the boundaries of peaceful constitutional protest imposed by the Benn/CND leadershi

Let us examine exactly how it was that this failure became manifested. Following the meeting thi
various groups and individuals involved threw themselves into the task of escalating the class strugg
in order to undermine the mobilisation towards.vBait rather than attempt this squarely on the terrain

of anti-war resistance, as had been originally proposfedtsaivere directed almost exclusively towards
the on-going struggle against the poll tax.

Those of us in Brighton also directed our attention towards the struggle against the poll tax, and tt
important associated work of supporting poll tax prisoners. But the neglect of anti-war activity itself in
the hope that confrontation with the state over the poll tax would figenifto counter the movement
towards war must now be seen to have been a major mistake. It is obviouhddimdeed was clear

at the time with the ditching dhatcheythat the state was attempting to conduct a tactical retreat over
the poll tax. Our attempt to turn their tactical retreat into a rout, and thus create a political climate i
which the state would find it increasingly fitilt to pursue the war was well intentioned, but there
turned out to be no real practical way of pressing home our advantage and seekirgeeadaler
confrontations.

Only when the war actually began in January did the enormity of this tactical error become obvious
Not only had the rest of NWBTCWlso devoted their practical egers towards other struggles like

the poll tax, but any sort of ganisational work in preparation for the outbreak of the war had been
entirely neglected. No plans had been laid for an immediate response to the start of the war such a
demo or an occupation. Ndfefts seem to have been made to make contacts with other groups, suct
as those who had been involved in Cruisewatch and the like, who would be prepared to take some fo
of direct action against the wdihere was not even a decent network for communication between and
throughout the various ganisations and individuals who had been involved in the initial meeting.
This haphazard approach tayanisation continued through the duration of the war and served to
compound the earlier mistakes.

The War Begins

As the pictures came through of the bombing of Baghdad, following the passing of the UN deadline fc
withdrawal, many people were filled with horror and suddenly became aware ofémeyiof the
situation. In Brighton there were spontaneous demonstrations, and in London anti-war proteste
conveged onTrafalgar Square. But it soon became blindingly obvious that the neglect of planning of
any sort of autonomous direct action had proved coBtly CND network had already established
itself as the focus for opposition to the wilne fact that we could not immediately provide any
alternative focus for opposition to the warfocus that would have been capable of developing
increasingly dective tactics and drawing in eviarger numbers, as the town hall riots had done with
the poll tax struggle, meant that we had to start from scratch and begin by opeithiiripe movement

as it had become constituted under the guid®ony Benn and CNDWe had to find ways of starting
from within the movement and carrying people beyond the boundaries set out by the leadership.



Not only had aganisational matters been so neglected that we found ourselves in this position, but it
soon transpired that NWBTCW was in a worse state than it had been in at the start. Meetings began but
the venue was apparently switched a number of times without keeping people informed, and so it
seems that many of the original participants were thereby excluded. Sectarianism or sityjpicigy?

still, the person who had the contact list disappeared for most of the duration of theakiag
coordinating and communication matters even moffedit. Indeed, we in Brighton did not receive

any mailouts whatsoever from NWBTGC\éspite providing a contact address at the inaugural meeting
and making subsequent requests to be kept in touch.

This haphazard approach t@anisation may noyhoweverbe seen as symptomatic of the shift in the
groupsraison d’ete: The narrowed base was even less adequate for putting practical proposals into
action, but was perfectly capable of putting together leaflets outlining the gimogtion and calling

for escalated class struggle.

Here in Brighton we belatedly began to take action to sabotage thefovarTéfe local Committee to

Stop theWar in the Gulf, dominated by pacifists and supported by the, $atPreduced anti-war
resistance to “peace vigils”, standing peacefully and if possible silently around a statue in the middle of
town. Not surprisingly this inspired no one and went unnoticed by everyone. But a blockade/picket of
the Territorial Army HQ was oganised and attended by the NV@REments in the peace movement,

by hunt saboteurs, squatters and the members of Suss&aPREksistersThis was far more inspiring

for those involved, spilling over into sdigfs and forcing th&A to ring for the police, a van-load of
whom arrived as we were leavirigshame it had not been got together earlier as this type of action
contained the seeds which could have grown into mass civil disorder

There were various other low-key autonomous direct actions around the coamgimg from putting

in the windows ofArmy Recruitment dfces to occupying the toll booths of the Severn Bridge. But a
national focus was needed, by neccessity in London, and all that was happening were the peaceful
marches to Hyde Park, g@ly ignored by the media.

NWBTCW distributed a leaflet on the demonstration following the outbreak of the war entitled “Sabotage
the War Effort!” Following a brief outline of mutinies iWWW1, Vietnam and the Iran-lraq wait
continued: “The war can and must be opposed on the home front as well as in the armed forces”, and
cited the attacks on munitions trains in Europe and the burning of a cop car and blocking of the bridge
in San Franciscdlhen it uged that “V& can also refuse to pay for the war in any way by resisting
attacks on our living standards- by carrying on refusing to pay the poll tax and other bills, by striking
for more payby opposing cuts.” NWBTCWanted to keep the home fires burning, but evidently this

was to take place away from the demos and over issues only indirectly related to. fiteeydrad

made no plans to try to make the demonstrations we were on anything other than peaceful and
inconsequential.

On discovering a few days before the next national demonstration that NWBTCW had not worked out
any practical initiatives for it, we desperately tried to figure out a way of stirring up some serious
disorder on it. But attempts to find out the route of the march were fruitless, so we were unable to work
out any potential tgets for a lightning occupation, impromptu picket or well placed brick. So on the
day before the demonstration we were forced to settle for producing a leaflet which we hoped might
fire the imaginations of the demonstrators, particularly those grouped around NWRIr@¥f the
heading “Clas®VarAgainstThe OilWar” and an introduction it declared:

“Already nearly 50% of the population opposes the, Wwat so far this massive opposition has
remained lagely passive. It will only succeed when it actively confronts the forces for war and
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once it goes beyond the boundaries, set out by CND and its friends, of peaceful constitution:
‘protest’...With much of the opposition to this war being censored by the mass media it is vital
that we make our presence felt. It was a glimpse of our anger on the 31st of March last year th
contributed to the downfall gthatcherToday we must show that anger agévle. must refuse the
states right to define the nature of this demonstratihile they ask us to march peacefully
between police lines they are murdering men, women and children.”

Fighting talk is never enough, of course, so the reverse of the leaflet showed a suggestive map
central London locating the following buildings: th@erican Embassyhell Mex House, Esso House,
Texaco HQ, Mobil Oil HQYickers HQ;TheAdmiralty and the MODAs it turned out the demonstration
avoided all of these potential geats, only passing near to thmerican Embassy which was so heavily
protected by police that it would have been the least desirable of thertillalve&Shoped that the
leaflet might force NWBTCWo work something out for the next time. Just in case, howeseer
decided that we should formulate a concrete proposal of our own and attend the next NWBTCV
meeting, to take place a week before the next national demonstration.

Just before the next meeting tiéed forces finally launched their groundfefsive to retake Kuwait.

The bombing campaign had continued for weeks, destroying residential areas, sewage plants, hospit
and other civilian as well as military ggats, and now they were going to move in for the\kih.were

all expecting to see the body bags donated by DuPont bringing the corpses back for burial. Once ag
we were filled with anger and a renewed sensegeiay But at the NWBTCWhneeting the discussion

was primarily concerned with the necessdmyt still insuficient, oganisation of public meetings
against the war and how to deal wiitotskyist hecklersThen we put forward our proposal, and to the
credit of those present, thegency of the situation and the need to respeusivelywas accepted.

We were to:
i) Mobilise our forces as best as possiBlé NWBTCW contacts and virtually every anarchist
group in the country were to be informed of a meeting point near the main demo at which the:
were to convege at a specified time. It was to be made clear that we would nmforendédiately
to take some unspecified form of direct action.
ii) Conduct a lightning occupation of Shell Mex House, only a few hundred yards from the main
assembly point and with no visible means to prevent our access.
iii) Send others dfto inform the gathering demonstrators of the occupation and persuade many a:
possible to join us or help defend the occupation with a mass pickie¢i8rand.
iv) See how the situation evolved and respond accordingly

We shall never know whether the plan would have worked in practice. It may have failed , or it may
have been the moment at which the anti-war movement launched itself beyond its previous limit
never to return. But we did not find out, for between the notification of contacts and the day of the
demonstration the war was ended by the mass desertion of the Iraqi conscrifpherdgmonstration

itself was small and dejected. But worse still, virtually no-one turned up at the secret assembly poi
aside from ourselves. It was a missed opportufatythe first reports were already coming through of
the heroic uprisings in southern Iraq; we could have at least discussed possible solidarity actions h
there been enough of us. & it was those present were simply demoralised by the failure of others,
and the rest of NWBTCWh particulay to turn up.
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