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David Gilbert is a North American Political 
Prisoner.  The Civil Rights struggle of the 60s 
exposed David to the sham of US democracy 
and embodied the beauty of collective struggle.  

In 1965 he started the Vietnam Committee at 
Columbia University in NY and became a 
founding member of Students for a Democratic 
Society (SDS) there. In 1967, David authored 
the first SDS pamphlet on US Imperialism and 
participated in the Columbia Strike of 1968.  

After about 8 years of organizing in the above 
ground movement, David joined the 
revolutionary underground, spending a total of 
10 years living clandestinely, actively resisting 
imperialism with arms.  

On October 20, 1981, he and other comrades 
were captured at Nyack, NY during an 
attempted expropriation by a unit of the Black 
Liberation Army and other white revolutionaries 
(known as the Revolutionary Armed Task 
Force, RATF). During the expropriation attempt, 
3 officers were killed. Charged and convicted of 
felony murder, David is serving a 75 year 
(minimum) to life sentence.  

David was a pioneering force in the prison 
struggle against AIDS from 1987 to 2001. He 
has remained a staunch opponent of 
oppression still dedicated to human liberation. 

 

 
 
Since September 11, we have witnessed the 
increasing criminalization of dissent, although 
this tendency was in evidence many years ago.  
As a result, there are almost 100 Political 
Prisoners and Prisoners of War (PP/POWs) in 
North America. In light of this current climate of 
repression, it is even more imperative than ever 
that we continue to struggle against this 
systematic injustice.   
 
PP/POWs are those persons who have been 
sent to prison for their conscious revolutionary 
political activities on the streets. Though all 
prisoners righteously struggling against the 
repressive prison system should be supported, 
PP/POW's deserve the priority support of the 
revolutionary movement that they have 
sacrificed their freedom to build. As anarchist 
POW Ojore Lutalo has stated, "Any political 
movement that does not support its political 
internees is a sham movement!" 
 
 

 
 
 

www.montrealabcf.org

For more information on how you 
can help David and other 

Political Prisoners, contact the 
Montreal Anarchist Black 

Cross  Federation 
montrealabcf@ziplip.com 


