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3. Those who set the stage.
3.1. Those concerned with Home Rule (for and against).

3.1.3 John Redmond and the Irish Parliamentary Party

To some extent Redmond contributed indirectly to the Rising by failing to secure an acceptable degree of
Home Rule; his main contribution, however, was in discouraging Birrell and Nathan from taking action
against those planning the Rising.

John E. Redmond (1856-1918), son of William Redmond, nationalist MP for Co. Wexford, was educated
by the Jesuits at Clongowes Wood College, Co. Kildare and at Trinity College, Dublin. First elected as an
MP in 1881, he represented Waterford from 1891 until his death. Following the split in the nationalist Irish
Parliamentary Party arising from Parnell’s involvement in a divorce case, he led the Parnellite wing from 1891,
becoming leader of the reunited Party in 1900.

Having strongly supported Gladstone’s Home Rule bills of 1886 and 1893, the achievement of Home Rule was
his life’s goal, his best opportunity arising when the IPP held the balance of power under Asquith in the period
from 1910 onwards. Opposition by the Ulster Unionists frustrated his plans, his main worry being that Home
Rule would result in the permanent exclusion of at least some of the Ulster counties, that is the partitioning
of the country. He also feared that the activities of the Irish Volunteers might hinder the enactment of Home
Rule; to guard against this eventuality he secured the control of the organisation in June 1914. He welcomed
the Government of Ireland Act, 1914 as the only measure of Home Rule then possible; its suspension for the
duration of the war postponed addressing the issue of partition.

To ensure the success of the war effort and the more speedy implementation of Home Rule, Redmond offered
the services of the Irish Volunteers for the defence of the country, an offer rejected by the government. By
encouraging the Volunteers to join the British army, he split the organisation; the vast majority, totalling
170,000 and thereafter known as the National Volunteers, followed Redmond, many of them enlisting in the
British army. Those who aspired to an Irish republic or who had simply lost faith in Home Rule remained as
the Irish Volunteers, their numbers now reduced to about 10,000.

Redmond had lived in England for many years and was out of touch with developments at home. Consequently,
the 1916 Rising took him completely by surprise. Committed to keeping Ireland within the Union, he regarded
the Rising as treason and a ‘German intrigue’. He had no sympathy with the leaders or their objective of a
republic. Nevertheless, he pleaded for leniency in the House of Commons.

Redmond was dead within two years of the Rising, not yet fully aware that history had moved on, and that the
Holy Grail of Home Rule would no longer satisfy the up-coming generation of Irish nationalists.
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MR. JOHN REDMOND, M.P.
4 Leader of the Irish Nationalist Party, who has
r expressed his ‘'‘detestation and horror '’ at the
] Sinn Fein Rebellion.
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John E. Redmond MP, leader of the Irish Parliamentary Party at Westminster. ([lustrated London
News, 6 May 1916).



3.1.3.  John Redmond and the Irish Parliamentary Party

Redmond addressing a Home Rule meeting at the Parnell monument, Sackville Street, Dublin in 1912. (Irish Independent
Collection 1).
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On the oceasion of the great Volunteer Heview and National Demonstration in Limerick
on Sunday, soth December, 1914, :

i o = o EE LT NP

Your advent to the City of Limerick at

of the peaple bled in furth of the N Cause, has always hewd
marked by the p ion of add from the Municipal Couneil of their

y devation and their constancy to the policy pursued by you, and the Party Which you
) with such consummate ability and statesmanlike toet, in shaping oul e destinie
of our Country, :

previous times, to speak at gatherings

At no previous visit had we the same reason for reiterating our loyalty to
Party, and our admiration of ¥our services in our Natlonal cause, so strongly,
heartedly, as at the present moment,

” Alter untold labours you have succeeded in having the Home Rule Act passed—all

Hat

o, fes, and i, on the part of foes, or pretended friends,
have been of no av oy

il Of the true significance and valve of your action reganding the
Volunteers the future history of Ireland will hest speak and constitate the highest tribute,

We can speak not alone for our own City, but for the whale Province of Munster,
Iﬂunmmthﬂ,mhdmmmmh #0 solidly united in their adherence to
the policy underlyl i ot exccons o the casms o thele Native Land.

As to the foture, we are ful of hopo g

- Itieh Party will not be : fact of having plac e
the Statute Book—great as that achievement was—but that you will ensure that nio da
will be likely to occur to provent it being carried into effect in the terms in which it now
tinless, indeed, the great misfortune: should arise that some rrass, ill-advised r
- o the part of some of our own countrymen, professing themselvoes Nationall
fair prospects of Ireland’s happiness, and prosperity. i
Signed and sealed in pursuance of an unanimoes vote of the Whole House
of the County Borough Couneil of Limerick, this 16th day of December, 914,

Prtvp ODoneten, 1

Adderess on silk fabric presented to Redmond by Limerick County Council, 20 Dec. 1914. It refers
to Home Rule and hopes that ‘some crass ill-advised policy on the part of some calling themselves
nationalists does not mar prospects of Ireland’s happiness and prosperity’. (Proclamations).
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Redmond presenting a flag to the Irish National Volunteers, probably 1915. (Irish Independent Collection 12C).
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Leaflet issued by the Irish National Volunteers urging members to join the British army.
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1" 1sSUED BY THE CENTRAL COUNCIL FOR THE ORGANISATION OF RECRUITING IN }REL@‘DE

Redmond allowed himself to be used in the British army recruiting campaign as in this poster echoing the well-
known Kitchener image, 25 Aug. 1915. (Proclamations).



