THE ANTI-NUCLEAR MOVEMENT - HOW BEST TO INTERVENE

The motivation for writing these notes came out of the eonference where we
pessed a motion on Huclear ﬁbapons/?ower which was excellent on overall
perspectives but some people felt the need for more practical thoughts on
- do you get involved in CKD, END, SERf, ANC or all at once, or what ?

and similar matters. lWhat I write comes out of 6 months keavily 1nv01ved
in Nottingham for Nuclear Disarmament,

1. Nuclear Power or Nuclear Missiles 7

Politically we see thaet the two are inextricably linked —~ its the same -
production proceas more or less - and that's one link we're going to have
$0 be making all the time (there are many others — see later). But in BF we
start from the actual content of peoples struggles and its nuclear weapons
(in Britain) that is motivating tens of thousands of people to take to the
streets demonstrating, leafletting, petitioning and motivating hundreds of
thousands to talk about the issue - witness some of the coverage in the
popular press (it also continues to surprise me how often when I've been
leafletting or whatever about something else peoples initial reaction has
been 'Is it Ban the Bomu'), Recent events — Afghanistan,Iran, Reagan election
Cruisc Missiles have brought the threat of nuclear war much closer to
reality. o '

In contrast the threat from nuclear power is harder to perceive and less
immediate (although if & reactor actually did melt down somewhere then
things would change rapidly). Also unlike France and F.Germany where
massive anti-nuclear power movements have developed, Britain '
a) Has had very little development of nuclear power in recent years — it

mainly occurred in the 50/60's ~ though The Tories are keen to change this
b) Has a much,muoh smaller rursl population:- 24 compared 20% in (ermany

and 30% in Frence, which mekes it harder to deveIOp local 09p031t10ns

to power stations and any ecologiwal type perspective.

56, in general in Britain it will be the weaponsg issue which will be the
leading edge in developing a mass movement ’ wath the issue of. nuclear
power - being taken intc that -movement

Locallx there will be exceptions eg around the Torness nuclear power development
in areas of potential waste dumping, around the reprocessing and enrichment
plants - where nuclear. power and associated actlvtles pose an immediate. threat

2 Local or National ?

In general decision making. ig Uery local wath hlgher reglonal/nailonai hodles
acting as coordinators, This is very healthy and reflects in part the influence
in the movement of anarch:sts/paclflsts/femlnlsts/llbertarlans (and BF?).

The Trots will papk out the appropriate conferences where they can and then
wonder why the local groups don't take any notlce of declslons passad. L

The Hottingham Example
Follow1ng E P Thompson‘s speech (700 people) and the emergence of lots of

‘the new END groun ‘to form Nottlngham for Nuclear Dlsarmament Thls Operates
on several diffent levels.
a) The gpijgggghﬂllevcl ~ monthly coordinating mectings which incresingly
are going to be more educational, semi auntonomous sub groups which
organise events, get leaflets ppoduced, provide educational material
try to build support in specific areas - trade unions,; churches
we're Just about to institute an overall Steerlng Commlttee ut deflnltely
with a low Key coordlngilng role
pe¥i¥1€h§ﬂ§;"pabllo meetings etc in their areas, Vary tremendously in gize
from 2 to 30, and level of activity (some meet regularly, others come and go
. Also we're trying to develop workplace or trade union geoups .
c) The Regional Level * we've developed contacts with many groups in the
Test Midlands ~ to share ideas & resources., Also welve just called a meeting
of 21l East Midlands groups to further this process .and perhaps organise
a regional demo at onc of the nuclear aircraft bases in the region



The ¢ther anti-nuclear groups = Safe Energy Group, Women Opposed.to Nuclear
Technology, link in in a way that is deliberately left undefined ie — NND has
1no DOllC on muklear power but that doesn't stop us talklng ahout it.

jonal Level = at the momont we traat CND natlonaily as the peOple

Thls w1¢g ﬂroJably need B0 change as the need for more m111tant actlon

at nucless sites develor~. A CHD national structure that is truly based

in its regions and local'lies will nced to be built - mass mobilisations
of civil ﬂ““ObtleﬂGe oo’ Le’de01aed’ at oonferences peoked by the left.

. e e ww s ok

stressing: thv need 10 support opp051t10n novements in Fastern. Europe eg -
SOlldurlty But it gets a b:t tenuous sombtlmes. : .

3. Stratggx o

It may be poss:ble to stop Crulse and Trﬂaent by a 51ng1e issue cgmpalgn «g'
linked in 1o the return of a Labour government perhaps. But going beyond this
to withdraw from .NATO or dismantle the whole mllltary/numi a state won't
he p0531hle with 81ngle issue politica b;cgu i the vested power 1nterests are
too .strong, .

S0 we need to Le contlnually drawing as many likks as 90351bie with other
appects of the opposition to Capital, The BF conferénce motion is good on
suggesting posslble links so I'll just do this very schematleally '

* The 1nterconnectton between all asgects of nuclear technology - weapcns,
power, waste dumpmmg, uranium mining - which leads us in to Namibia and
SHAPO who are llheratlon movenen# there, Rio Tinto Zinc, Apartheid

% The transportation and productlon of nuclear materials leads to greater &

- gtate control/pollclng/repre531on. 8o do civil defence measures which,
when we get away from all the monsense about hiding under itahles are
primarily about protecting the gtats from nuclear attack a.nd the c:nnl
protest of the survivors, : , .

* Fhich leads ub in to 'terrorism! and the way too many anti-mike people
use the argument that nuclear materials are dangerous because they could
fall into the hands of terrorists, as if they werem't already under the
control of a conspiratorial group of power mad lunatics.

# Instead of this diversion of '{terrorism' we should insteamd be drawing the
-links between the desire for 'Peace! through to anti-militarism ~ through
to anti the British armed forces ~ through to the h1ghly ooncrete demand
(have you guessed 1t) ~ Troops out of Ireland

* Unllaieral Disarmement 1eads on to European Nuclear Dlsarmament which leads
on to links between anti-nuke cempaigners in Western Murope and anti-nato
forces in Greece/furkey and, working clags opposition in Eastern Rurope
S0 if the Russians ever 1nvade Poland get your dismrmament group to call’

& lightning demo calling for Russian Troops out and support for the POllBh
WOI’kera .

* Tridest costs £3,000 pillion = which lesds in to lou of Jobl, clomt of
hospitals, sohools etc =~ Jobs not Bombg is the ory ~ which leads on to:
alterantive employment for the armaments 1ndustry whloh brlngs us to Lucas
Aerospace and alternntlve productlon plans. .

* Nuclear Power stations cost: a lot of money 100 and are hlghly uneconomlc
~ far more’ jobs bould be created in chmrgy conservailon, golar power; coal
mining, wind power. ete :

* The contrast between the supportailve, ‘decentralised soolety {and antl-
nuclear movement) that we are trying to create and the centrallsed,
militaristic, hierarchical etc'etc nuclear state ~ also an uhderstandlng
of patriarchy has perhaps more to tell us about why ageing cowboys in the
#hite House and Kremlin actually consider using nuclear missiles than

any analysis of economic class interests -~ what ruling class could ratlonal
want to see 9Q% of lts wonkforce and consumer market dead. ’

I'1l stop at that = this list isn't meant to be exhaustive - just a guide %o
what could be done and as usual not enough people to make those lirks,




#e need mass support, which means a lot of patient local educational work -
but with & verspective of forms of direct action at the end of it - involving
large nur v of people, not a smell vanguard. Occupations, civil disobedience
and such ' s will have to Vvo part of it, but so will strike action. ¥e need
a perspective that says thas orgenising in the workplace is important without
going overtcard (as the Trols sometimes do),

s Protlems

The active sunport for nuclcear disarmament is still largely 'middle class ~
ex—student' zio, We need to be aware of this and consciously direct our activity
to bresking it down - an emphasis on building support in workplaces, council
estotes and giving more emphasis to the economic waste of nuclear weapons and
power then has currently been the casec. But I think there are more fundemental
problems than the class bvase of (D,

2) Passivity

Opinion polls say that 40% of the population wants unilateral disarpament

- where are they all ? ¥e need to prganise in ways that breck down peoples
passivity:— in small groups, on a neighbourhood basis, making evemts and
meetings enjoyable, making arrangements for kids, educating ourselves about
the issues as we go, challenging hierarchies of power and expertise in the
way we organise, making people feel that they do have the power to change the
world. If we haven't got something to contribute in BF on this then we might
as well give up.

b) Russia

Try as you like you caen't dodge it. Its not difficult to point out to people
the dangers of nuclear war, or the economic waste of weapons spending. The
support for nuclear armements isg based on the need to defend ourselves
against the Russian threst. We need, in our propoganda, to tackle this head
on e

i} Explaining that thethrest from Russia is nothing like as great as our
press makes out, and that Western imperialism has always been in the lead in
developing nuclear wesponry., But its a hard argument to make becamse it
relies on a qmite sophisticated unferstanding of world politics.

ii) Much simpler to say that we are for disarmament East and Hest, but not
by government negotistion which in fact has always lead nowhere, but rather
by popular power, And so we need to emphasise our support for working class
cppogition in Bagtern Burope and Poland in particular as the example that is
in pecples minds

The End for now — Hay Wilson



