


2 Women’s Strugegle Notes

“on. ‘thé back page about How Socsa
Secur:ty Pald the H.P: Biils. lthm_
more ought to be pubhshed for unsup-..
ported mothers, about debts left by -

_their husbands i, myself never. knew.
about unpaid debts until | read the . . =
article. 1 would like to see Womens..© .
Struggle Notes published once-every. -
month instead of every two rnonths

signed G.B. LT

i thmk your first issue of

"L went to see my G.P: to ask fora

©wanted to be pregnant. | said ‘No* "
s andg he tef lephaoried: there and then

fror Tamesade Hosp;tal :
S Thig consultant called to ses me
suat home a few-days later:: He BX- S
" amined me but was unab!e o eon-
- firm whether or ot 'was pregnant '
T Aftera niirmer of falrly straight-:
1 forward guestions:he told me ta
' “attend the hospital a week later i1
. thought | was still pregnant. | would
' then undergo an evacuation abortion.
-’ was surprised that this method was
'_g._i'offered'so' f‘eadily without even a
o pregnancy test,
oo Phadn't any misgivings about
; havmg an abortion, | already have.
“ioré youny ch|[d and had had a coil
ﬁtted as | 'don’t want another child
. The abortlon by the evacuation
s method was very convement l was.:
1_--gweﬂ a local anaesthet[c The
i operatlon took about 1% hours and
- the discomfort Wwas similar to that
o ‘caused wheén a contraceptwe coil is
o fitted. | didn’t have thé difficulty of
makmg arraﬂgements far iny child
- while'F spent severa 'days in hospital.
o+ The staff were ve 5
- There was no attampt to either
- disstiade mé or.to moralise about my
S dec:s:on After the operatmn |
was left to rest for a short time and
was then able to waik home feeling
just a litte: Shaky
| haven't had; any misgivings since.
L Ef it hadn't been rade easy for me |

I had missed one period when |~
i pregnancy test. He asked me if B
“toarvange for-meto: see a consu[tant: :
: l_ Would l:ke 058y I'.really en;ov_ed.
-reading Wornens Struggle Notes' No:

B “Two articles interested mie especially
'First the one abotit Social

= article about he

_ Womens Struggle Notes was good I :
feel  it’s important for women to
know. what womien in other areas or

- situations are doing, be that'] in: the home
_or at work:: And you can never find
- orrt much informatiosi on women from

| aswspapers, even if you have the time

“ o scan through them. I hked the
" Hazards of housework page besf.as it

- showed the dangers women face

M every day in the home. T am a student

- - nursery nirse; and 1 hope at sor“e stage
you'will be doing anarticle about::
. children; and’the problems relatmg to E

F myself got referred to th:s refuge By
a social worker, but | haven't seen h:m :
since then. " | never knew soc:al ;
workers went as far as cailmg women :
man haters ‘andi{esbians; just ‘because:
of being mvoived in, Womens Centres
It is nota Soorai workers ]ob to tell
you whether_ you' fea lésbianora’
man hater:“It's their job to help you =
not tell you what you are. My opm[on :
is that the: woman_who wrote thats i
ocaal worker did
right to; beat him up ‘l WouEd have -
done the same becuase heé was' in the
wrong.: Unless you kick them up the
arse you “Stay like ivmg ducks What -
right had he,got to express hls personai
feelings about leshians: and man haters. -
Everybod_y_has.the_ _r_lg_ht _to_ Ve Some-
one like him '"sﬁou!d'u'nde'lﬁéta'rfid"-the
facts of life before judging other
people’s lives and then perhaps he'd
understand. At first we had the: most .
sympathy for the woman: m ‘the Lt
article, but after reading it over we have: . 27 Clerkenwell Close, London ECH,
012514977

most sympathy for th e in questlon;'- i : :
L NORTH; WEST dates will appear next
| also liked the article about DHSS o igier o o

¢ demo;; London,:Sat. 14th MAY:! eear-"._.
the Benyon Bilt, ‘Details’ as soon as e

: Counteract is gomg on tour with their
p!ay on nursery provision and; the €ut .
backs. ' THE DOUBLE SHIFT" 00

: APREL 18-24 North and East Yorks: G

: APRIL 25-MAY 1st Scoﬂand Edmburgh
and Aberdeen :
. MAY 278 Scotland: Dundee and Glasgow
" Contact them at Counteract Federation

We would liké: to thank Report and Moss Side Press for t

heip in the productlon of Womens Struggle Notes
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The capitalist system in which we live exploits and-
divides working class people fiom one another, and now
it is in CRISIS our lives are under mote and more stress.

. Housing, schooling and héalth care and whole structure
* “of the Welfare State are under attack.. The Sodial:
Contract is holding back our wages while prices soar.

In the last three years the cost of electricity has

THIS ISSUE of WOMENS STRUGGLE NOTES has been rocketed 123%, gas 78%; coal 85%. More and mote
produced by the Northern Editorial Collective. This people are having to face cut-offs, living in the cold or
collective is made up of women in Big Flame, a mixed . taking the risk of dangerous fires by reconnecting the
revolutionary Socialist organisation, from Liverpool and - .. . Services themselves. And food pﬂces have gonﬁ up
Manchester, with the help of women in Leeds and .. -54%in the last two years.:. 1.
Sheffield. It’s been difficult to ﬁght in the face of thls capltal-
Big Flame is in the process of investigating ways of = - ist onslaught. But'everywhete wonien-are strugglin
building a new organisation which could unite different: . 10 Improve their conditions whether on their own £in
sections of the working class novement.. At the moment -~ WOmeR's.centres, battered wives féfuges, National .~
many struggles dre isolated dnd sectional, and therefore < = - Abortion Campaign BTOUPS housmg estates or WOFK-
have less power. We believe that if we are ever going to-+ places

geet arllywﬁere htherihneeds to b;:tmore umty between The only wa‘y to get anyth mg WE Want the only way to
peopie wWio share e same polies control our own lives and bodies is by organising together-

WQME Nrg pﬁwg ﬁ resisting, the capitalists’ plans and showing our power:,

We see the growth of wormen’s power at work and in:
the community as vital to the development of a strong:
socialist movernent. - Partof this initiative is-widening
the base'of the Struggle Notes Editorial board. in the.. -
north to include any women who agree with our aims.
Struggle Notes will be a way of presenting all the

“How can wé best do'this? “How do we I{now what o
* other womeén are doing? “How can we lear fromone.”
another’s stzuggles" We think that Struggle Notes can
play an important part in helping women organise together
and communtcate their ideas.and experiences. - Local ~
‘ e women’s liberation newspapers and newsletters and other
various forms of organisation and struggle women are

involved in to show that our fight is important and has feminist magazines fike Sp?.rf: Rl_b also d.o this.
power. i : . 3EG§NN§NG

lik Asttthe Sla ml\? ttmsleswe thml; tthatta {?’T?glig n[:atgaﬁile _ _ Those of us working on Women’s Struggle Notes-ﬁﬁve:"-
© OUTUEEE INOIES 15 an AMPOTHANE CORLTIDUION 10 the . some shared political ideas which are the basis of us=

development of a strong autonomous sociakist feminist - . working together. We think that one of the main ways™

movement ;;*ag*{; gfgg;;{e tjf’gggge;gotgat‘;ggegre © . thetall women are exploited in this society is because
p g & “’whatever else we do, we are expected to do an endless &7

organisations. amount of housework, Cleaning, cooking, looking after:

children and men for no money, often trapped-in the house
with no time to call our own. - Some of us may have. .

managed to organise Giirselves so we share the housework,

But this is only a beginning, a hope of possible chiange.
For the vast majority of women our lives will only change
. significantly when we organise together th: change the =
. whole of society so it’s how we want it. This will only
. happen when the working class is united and strong and.
when women are organised autonomously wzthm a stong a
- socialist ferninist movemient:- a
We support all women’s strugglés which i increase our _
- power and confidence; and we support the ideas of the
women’s movernent.. We want to build-& workmg cIass

pective in class struggle. -

We would welcome s any woren who are mtereste
- developing Wornens Struggleé Notes to work with us
If you_ have:: any ideas, criticisms or contnbutmns for -
future issues; or would like to-selt copies of hold'a
meetmg around Sttuggle Notes we can be contacteda

Andrew Wiard (Report)

leergool 217 Wavertree Road Lwerpoo! 7. {151 263 1350
Manchestér: 14, Picadilly, Manchester 061. 223 4515
R R TE

Sheffield: 28 Fﬂey Street, Sheffleid. 0742.587120

Leeds 80 Haréhills Avenue, Leeds 7. 0532, 620535

Telecommunications worlcars demons‘&réting " London: Box 339, Rismg Ftee, 142 Drummond St. London, NWI :

'ggains’t cats in spending and loss of jobs, The went isswe wiil be produced in London for mid-June

and have some. financial; emotional and sexual independence.

perspective in the vomens s movement and a fermmst pers- )




& Women’s Strug _ie Nores

LAST AUTUMN Mrs Neta
Stewart; a widow with two
teenage sons, left her job at
Browns, the wholesale grocers

in Leeds. Her arthritis had
started while she worked in
their cold, damp warehouse and
and she couldn’t face another
winter there,

She applied to Baddey's Casi
and Carry and was employed as an
invoice clerk. Four out of five
men working in her office were.
OAPs and she suspected they all
had ‘an-~arrangement’ about their
pay, involving a tax fiddle. These
men often complained about S.S.
scroungers. '/ was armazedsaid
Neta “/ told them just how little
! got for my two boys and how:
the State had taken over twice as .
‘much out of my pocket through:

taxation than I'd ever got from them.”

This conversation was reported to
John Pinder, the managing director’s
son. it was not long before Neta
was accused of “doing nothing.”
“As soon as | got into the swing of
the work, [-quickly realised there
wasn’t really enough work, we
were all hanging about.  One bloke
was writing afl his personal mail.”
Nita explained to Pinder that there
wasn't enough work and that she haa
done all she could,  Casually she
remarked “/f you don't think I'm
doing my work properly | might as -
well feave.” Pinder replied “You do
as you like.” and that was the end
of the conversation, or so Neta
thought. _

Neta worked the next week as
usual and the week after she contra-
cted bronchitis.  The doctor gawe:
her a sick note which she sent up
with her son to the wages clerk.
(Not that she expected sick pay, vou
had.to work for the firm for at least
a year before you were entitled to

- thatl)

- employer no longer was legally

300 WOMEN at the Electiolux plant in
Luton are out on sirike for the _

Equal Pay which they are entitled to.
The women, many of whom ftrain the
‘men’ 16 do their jobs, sarn on average

L B2 per week less for doing identical

wark. -

Management are doing all they can
to avoid their fegal responsibilities over
Equal Pay. - They have. said that only
the seven. women who went to the.
Tribunal can get Equal Pay,.and that
the other 223 must go through this -
proceedurs as well.  Ann Hutchinson,
the women's AUEW shon steward,- is -
adamant that this is rubbish and that
the company, which increased its profits
from £8 - 16 million last vear, must
pay up,

But the women have another battle

When Tommy returned to
his miother the message from the
clerk was:. :

“As far as we're concerned your
mother left last Friday.”" -

“So with no P45, ng letter of "
dismissal, no money ‘and_a week -
before Christmas Neta went down :
to the Job Centre. = She was “told:!
there that she couldn’t claim for -

“eithér.

to fight with their local union. The
branch officials were either “"too busy™
r “couldn’t afford” to attend the
Tribunal to reprent the women, And
when management moved the 7. wormnen
who'd won Equal Pay off their jobs so
that they were no longer entitled to
Equal Pay, the union were reluctant
to call a factory wide meetmg that
they could ‘explain the situation and
organise a fight,

The Equal Oppurtunltles Commission
are now involved in mak;ng ‘thelr
flrst official investigation into an equal
pay dispute. . But whatever conclusions

they come up with, the women are

” glear that they are the only enes who
will be able to force the management
to pay them by organising, fighting
sticking for their rights,

E

No one | met there was in a uniign

-peopfe worked saturday morning on

They 'sfiould rever
- Al 5 worry B

the ‘base rate.
get away with that:

1 about how is will my ° “dismissal”
' prejud.rce me when | apply for my

next job? Whose going: to listen to
my story fuﬂy?"

unfair dismissal because she hadn't -
worked there 26 weeks, that an

bound to produce a-letter of dis- .
missal stating his/her reasons and
that it wasn't worth going . CE
through' the Small Claims Court for
a maximum of £386, s
It has taken Neta two mont_hs_
to get her'rightful benefit, in the -
meantime she has lost £50. that she.
was entitled to. At the end of.this.
experience she says, “4 company L
can do what they ixe. They walk: =
all over you and if you don’t just': ’
suit them, they get rid of you and
then by saying | was dismissed
they stop me getting: my benef.rt.
Sacial Security is a dirty worll toe
thern, and the media dont higlp '\ -

133%

; FIV E GIRL clerks at, Bilsto 1,
-have been awarded pay rises of bet-
“ween 74% and 133% by the central
- Arbitration Committes’ usmg a 1946
' fau wages resolution.” '

mg betwéen £15 and £23a wee
- before the ruling.” Now thenr 52,

:parabﬂ]ty issue. We were able: to lise
the 1946 resolution bedause the firm

| with local authority wages.”

'ffs,

* The girls, all under 21 were garn

ries will bé between £36 and .;E40 é
week. * A spokesman for their:
unich, ASTMS; said “Tt was a cont

make furniture for education autho-
rities 0 the wages became comparable

1) 8dITTVIHG YIS ONY



. by a High Court order.

L ;. THE OCCUPATION at Wildt Melfor textite machinery. ..

" factory in Leicester was ended at the beginning of March
The workers ware oetupying .

. against threatened redundaitcies dnd are now b;cke’cmg
24 hours a day until the manadement agrees to withdraw
-~ compulsory redundancy notices. | The wives Support

" Group which was formied a¢ the beginning of the occupa:" -

tion is still meeting and below we repnnt an mterwew
© with some of its memhers. . ' :

INTERVIEW WITH WIVES SUPPORT GROUP WED 'lﬁih _:'

Those present at Wives Support Group meeting were:
Lynne (teader)}, Lity, Chris, Jenny Nulala, Ruth, Shiriey
Margaret, Julie, Irene, Diane, Sheila.

Q. Why was the support group formed in the ﬁrq’s place?
A. “Because we love our hushands and our kids. If the men

are going to fight, we've also got fo fight. 1t's a family
matter and we've got to stick together .....what problems’
he’s got are mine, and what’s mine are his.”

Q. How many wives are invoived? :

A. “40 — it's grown a bit, but it’s got a hard core. There's

lots 'of work and a lot of women can’t come to meetings

because they can’t get babysitters. We've got a rota sysiem
based at Granby Road, and a hardship fund for the wives,
which has been collected amongst us.  If anybody has any
bother at the 5.5., and they can’t get their proper money, .
frene or Lynne or our husbands came and help.”

“WWe've picketed the Holiday Inn and the Leicester.
Mercury because there were two letters published that
attadked the Wildt workers and we had sent a lot of
letters praising Wildts and the men, and what it meant to
the community — none of these were printed.”

- “We knew all the letters were hidden,; when | got into
" the offices | tock in photocopies of the letters we'd sent.
The man said he hadn’t set eyes on them befare — then
it comes out that all the letters had been focked ina ~
© Jittle drawer by the man who sorts out the letters page
in the Mercury.” T

Because the women complained, the Mercuiy offered to
interview them for their story.......

“Mothing in the interview or story that we gave them
was printed, or why we had that interview. The public
didn’t know why we were comp.’ammg because it wasn't
written down.”’

0. What did you think of the Cowley Wwas? i
A. “We were told by the Mercury if we went against our.
husbands we'd get more coverage. Perhaps they fthe
Cowley wives) thought their husbands weren't justified
in having gone orn strike — we think our husbands are
]uStferd

“Qur men are Iosmg their jobs and that just isn't
fair, they're just moving them to Bookham, Surrey,”
where the pay is fower.”

Q. How do the kids react?

A. “Oh, they love it.”"

"My kids go to school and say my dad’s on smke, but
for a good reason. They may take his job off him, but
it’s his job:" "

- a f:ght

Wam;n s Si‘mggle Notes

’Q \Nhat about the Nleu Ch on ‘ti’ae 19th?
A, “ite hope 10 show the people of Leicester just :
exactly what we're fighting for — so that they'i’ N
take notice.  We distributed leaflets last saturday and
it was ahsolutely great.” - Im half an hour 2,000 '
leaflets had gone out: ~ They were st‘oppmg you ana‘
askmg vou about the sit-in and picket.” :
“I asked a chap — would you like to read this, it
might affect vou if vou work in a factary Fe said: -
‘won taffecf me, I'm a-brain surgeon.” so | safd “you.

’ b/eeo’mg well fook like one as well, rightt scruffy bugger.”:

Some other paople said ‘no b_uta lot taok leaflets and

were gendinely in teresred

Q. What hanpened when the occupat;on had to be ended? -

A. TThe managernent, [ think, were expecting trouble and iy

" the men showed them up by coming out peaceably and .~
singing — even the police said we couldn’ t have o’ane .. ..

better!’”

“They. came out d.'gmfred and men.”

“Theé management were really.sick bécause z‘here wasn t.
Thay lookad deﬁacted whn'e the men were grear -
it makgs me wan't to cry again.” '

Q Do vou think vou might get involved in anythmg else?
A. “At theminute | think we're just for Wildes. I think,
if we take that sort of .fme we'll be classed as m/!n‘atns

which is what we're not. We’ v just wivae!

Q. What about Women's leeratlon, and !eft groups havp _. .

they hélped you?

A “Its alot just trying to self papers, and gerus ta go fo '_
thelr meetings. Womens Liberation are very helpfu.’ rhey -
gave us.some addresses tor write to, to put olr case over in_

London. They didn’t 'ty dnd convert us, they let vou
speak, let you alone — didn’t try to mould you mto Wha?‘
they were. We weitt purely for advice and go it.”

“When you're just an ordinary housewife and a muri and
" you just do a little thing like this, it grows and grows, and
you have to be wary — somg of the things said'and the big
words used, { mean we all look at each othier and ssy ‘what s
that bloedy mean ?’so we don’t go too hrgh but we wantas e

much help as we can.”

5

L

ending of political status for mternees
London T3t March 1977

J ohn Stlmeck {Repoxt} ; _:.

' lmh wives of mternees ch,am themselvas o L
Downing Street railings to protest against the e
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MILL ROAD Maternity Hospital, Liverpool, is threatened with
closure this July, a casualty of the cuts in the NIIS and the -
‘falling birth rate.”  If it’s allowed to go in July, it’s services
would be transferred to inadequate and unmodernised wards in
other hospitals miles away. There’d be no special baby care
units as- there now are at Mill Road. = Many women speak
warmly of Mill Road, they say it’s friendly, the service is good,
equipment up to date, they can rely on the place. They've
gone back by choice for every baby, every gynae and obsketric
problem. It’s a good local hospital for women.

CAMPAIGN TO KEEP MILL ROAD T
It may not close yet though, as the campaign to keep it open: gathers.
somentum. The workers there describe themselves as non-militant. The
Action Committée say they’ve done all they can — which is write letters

to MPs, councillors, GPs and get a 11,000 signature petition up. The
only union to back them is NUPE.  The other unions say they’ll make.
sure they get jobs at other hospitals — they think the hospital should close.
The Community Health Council is opposing closure only because other
services won’t have been upgraded. If this happens, they’ll sit back and
let it close. e

reputation of Mill Road, and put
women off it, they’ve closed one of
the upgraded wards and a spacious
nursery, cramping women and babies
instead into the older, smaller wards.

When we heard the closure was to
be brought forward to July before the
necessary upgrading had taken place at
other hospitals, some women from
Big Flame and the Women’s Centre
went up to see the women in the Action
Group at Mill Road. We offered help,
to do articles and leaflets, to organise
a support group. We told them about
the Elizabeth  Garrett Anderson occu-
pation, and encouraged them to see
that occupation might be the only way
to keep Mill Road open. We suggested -
that a really important part of the
campaign would be to involve :women.
outzide the hospita; — to get them
to carry on using the hospital.

To confuse and dampen morale,
they’re advertising alternative jobs for
staff at other hospitals. So some people
have left, and their jobs of course
haven't been replaced. But many of
the workers:left are now refusing to
be interviewed for alternative jobhs.

THE SUPPORT GROUP
The support Group was started by 3
of us in Big Flame
== ~ One of us works in
another Hospital and we’ve been invol-
ved in the struggle against the cuts
‘producing leaflets for the Liverpool
" hospitals. We did one about Mill
" Road for other hospitals. As the
Support Group gets bigger, involving
“'more women in the Womens Move-
ment, We intend doing leaflets for
the many Jocal factories employing
. thousands of women. ~ Some of the
woriten who work in Mill Road seem
710 be getting more confident about
" “cominig‘out on the streets, petitioning
fallig birth rate, maternity services - .~ and being prepared to address meetings.
must be: ‘rationalised.”  This will --~ . We’re hoping they may organise a
mean ‘more travelling for women to . meeting inside the hospital for
other materiiity units stretched to.. -~ . wotkers and outsiders with the EGA
capacity, and giving ‘a poorer standard - film and speaker. At the moment
of care. They've already closed things are progressing well with the
wards at Mill Road, and.at the nearest street petitioning and talking to
maternity hospital, Oxford Street, the women, but we recognise that a ot

We organised a petition with
posters-about Mill Road, which
we’ve had on a stall in the city
- centre and local markets on
Saturdays. .

HEALTH BOSSES STRATEGY -
. Despite the growing and warm :
response to stop the closure, we have
to face the fact that this alone won’t. .
stop the Area Health Authority’s
“plans. - They say they must cut
spending ( ‘and this is particularly
~.bad in Liverpool} and because of the

ratio of medical staff to patient is
now three times less than at Mill
Road. And to try and lower the

more hard work will need to be done
to organise this support into effective
opposition to AHA plans. :

AS A BLACK woman, 1 felt the need
to relate to other black women as a
special need because it is an oversim-
plification te see cur problems as

the same as all women whatever our

colour. We are superexploited firstly
because we are black, secondly because
we are women. We have to streich

an analysis of this society wider, for
even if and when we are iid of a
capitalist system, we will still be left
with racism. We will be no better:
off.

Ten years ago we set up a black
womens group, but fell out over wigs.
In a discussion we fell out because
some women couldn’t come to terms
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ONE PARENT families have their: own: Fpecnfsc probiems in
coping with getting énough ‘money together to live on; finding
a decent home and overcoming isolation and lonkliness:

. Tris, Rose and Irene are all one parent famlhes and they chat
here about. their experiénces. Lo T

fris * <Because ! was homeless I put myself in Moorbank a hostel for
mothers and children in Manchester. It was terrible, 1 got put in an . =
attic room and given ofie’ blanket for my kids cot;© We didn’t get proper * -
nourishment and evelyhody was run down. -+ The warden used to say “It’s.
good: enough. for you ot — You'te just ‘chip Butty Kids.” - To get some-
thing' decent to eat we had to pinch her keys.  Girls were really pressur--
‘ised to eive up their kids, you had to he awfully strong because they kept
“siiying you couldn’t give your:kid this or that and they had adoption papers:’
ready. -* The social. workers that came went round that place with theic... . -
eyes:shut. In the end we ail got so fed up.we locked the warden in her ..
room... She had'a book on ts all saying what kind of mothers we were. .
We. buned that.m'the garden :':_We sent” for councﬂiors and got Granada

_'_'.“I had: tembie trouble gettmg a councﬂ ﬂat After { had the-
baby 1 Iweci in’ some. terrible’ bedmts and 1. was ill. . [ sat in.the Town Hall
and Tefused to. budge until they gave me a flat;- { got one of the Ancoats "
. Walk -ups. People just. tread down on unmarried mothers; they assume :

you're a bad lot.” o L

Rd'se'"- - “The commumty worker on Ancoats organssed 7 one parent fa;mly
aroup. - About ten women were involved, just organising trips for the kids
-and havmg social evemngs -for ihe women to get them out of the house so
.they didn’t go.mad. ~ The group broke up but me, Ins and Irene {started to
Tun A volunﬁary advice serwce _ o :

Rose “R ‘tamned ot to be: ‘a 'real stroke of luck cause we got a JOb out of
it We got Job Creation for' six months and hope to get it extended. It’s .
“hetter than social security.” : :

Irene  “When the weather gets better we li try and set up another one’
parent family group. There are lots around: here but they won’t all come -
Big Flame photu sut and say so, they keep themselves to themselves.. We've started a food ..
co-op. We buy fruit and veg at Smithfield Market (a wholesale market) and:
sell it on Saturdays at wholesale prices. We've also started an. action group-
with others from Ancoats walk-up flats, We all want to get rehoused, but -
we want the council to maintain the {lats properly while we're. still here. If:-
Fm in these flats much Ionger I wont be able to let my kid out to. play nntﬂ
_he’s about six.

with the fact that we shouldn’t imi- .
ta:ie our white sisters, The group _ gefgré ‘European influence in .~ finance a conference later in the year -
faaiefi. . Africa, socialism was practised in which can act as a forum where black

Since then I have attended womens  spme piaces. The women were once  Women from around theUK can duscuss' g
groups, but as arule black women did  a000n rying to inflict the mhibitions  the education of their kids. Hopefully -

not participate in these. The politics European women have developed the conference will act as a focus-

of these groups. in theory were good sifice the industrial revolutmn onto - where we can teach each other and

but ‘they had not analysed exactly what yug black women. exchange experiences. . RETA
a racist society inflicts on us black We feel a need to relate to each It’s early days yet. The group is-. o
women.  For example we attended other as black women and since getting stronger and sueer of ourselves.
a meeting with women from Angola October we have met regularly each While we are working well we prefer he'Ip
on the platform and right away white  week. = Education for our children has and guidance when WE ask for it,

women started asking about nursery evoked much discussion. We all feel 1ot when others, no matter how well
provision. They secemed to dismiss this is a multiracial society, but this is meaning, think we need it. - The white .
the extended family as a means of nowhere reflected in the teaching in left is often well meaning but not well =
child care in African society. They schools, in fact it is often racist. thought out and can easily undermme

didn’t take it into consideration. We organised a fund-raising event to people in the group..
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SPANISH

THE SPANISH WOMENS DAY

of action organised by Mujeres
Libres {Free Women) last spring,
was a major turning point for the
Spanish Women's Movement.

The post Franco government was
beginning to ease up on political
repression which gave space to
feminists and socialists to organise.

DEMANDS

The crowning point was a meeting
attended by over 1,000 women when
militants of various women’s organisations
including the leaders of the textile workers
{at that time, in the middle of a strike),
hammered out a fen point programme
of women's rights. It could be cansi-
dered more advanced than the classic
demands of the British women's move-
ment. It called for the socialisation of
housework as well as for the abolition
of those laws whcih discriminate against
the woman in sexual matters, such as
prostitution. It ended with a demand
for the legalisation of abortion, free
on demand within the national health
system.

FASCIST HERITAGE

The press began to take up the women's
guestion, printing word for word

in many cases statements made

by feminist organisations. The

memory of Franco began to

recede, and there was growing
intolerance of his fascist heri-

tage.

""Fascism not only wiped out al! the
gains made by women during the Second
Republic {1931-39) but also laid a firm
legal base for discrimination against

women in every sphere of life. A fascist : A BO gﬁN

law is still in force which makes adultery ~ Abortion is a very serious offence, even
by a woman (though not a man} punishablethough. sex education is non-existent

by long prison sentences. Divorce is and officially persecuted.

illegal and women have no property rights In a short space of time the feminist

in marriage. A woman who recently groups have succeeded in turning abortion
‘faced a jail sentence of seven years had and contraception into public issuss.

it reduced to six months after demonstr-  Many of the left wing parties are taking
ations by women in-several cities.. Single UP positions of support on these questions.
mothers and women who become pregnant Some doctors are COU"HQEUUISV carrying
while working are usually sacked without ©ut abortions, despite the 12 year penalty
appeal. Women under 21 are subject if they are caught. It.seems that one of
to total control by their fathers. the first acts of any newly elected govern-

REAr T ..;\(y

‘Decent Housing — mot Human Beehives.’

The combination of Catholic morality
and fascist Hatred for the woman can be
sgery at its worst when it comes 1o prosti-
tution andabortion. Prostitutes, who
have recently begun to organise against
police repression in Barcelona, are hunted
vigourouslty off the streets, although it is

vmé»ﬂdﬁ *D q;\ "
COUMENAS -

30th June 1976 — netghbourhood assocuatuon in Madrad demonstrate furv

NAS,

ment will be to changé the law on:divorce
and marriage.. Scared that these repressive
laws may be about to disappear, the Church
is now arguing that it hassolé rsghts of
decree over gquestions of matriage:” But the
Church is fikely to find itself out in the”
cold. Anti-clericalism is far strongst in

unheard of for thelr clients to be prosecuted.Spain, and it is worth réemembering that

in another strongly Catholic country,
Italy, the Vatican got knocked back when
it tried to revoke the law gmnrg the right
to divorce.

HOUSEWIVES

Spanish women are not only'cam-'
paigning on abortion and divorée.” There
are many well established organisations.
On the one hand are the feminists and
then there are the housewives associations.
These organisations have been campaigning
over amnesty for political prisoners, espec-
ially the women like Eva Forest who have



been neld for yéars without rial. Lately; .
the campalgn has been’ extended to th
COMIMON Prisoners who iricItids: many
women convicted on sexist Taws::
(adultery, prostltutlon abcntlon} : And
they-have fought in the citigs” ‘agai 5t the
appatling social condltlons which fall
most heavily on women's shoulders:
Last year in Sabadell, a satellite town .-
of Barcelona, women and:chifdren marched
through the centre demanding better
schools. The police waded in with
truncheons. The resilt was. another march
of protest, supported by teachers and .
factory workers,and a.general strike which
continued until the police released the
women they had arrested.
SOCIAL CONDITIONS

Very few women work outside the
home, and then only in a restricted range
of industries. Spanish capitalism fias been
so well supplied with cheap male labour
that it has been able to afford keeping the -
women at home. Somie feminist organi-
sations argue that the key to liberation

is in bringing women out of this ‘ghetto’

and integrating thern into the workforce.
Others, rejecting this as uiidesirable and
unlikely, put the stréss on worrien orgam
sing in the community. [t is sirnilar’ to
debates among English feminists. o '

Now, hiousewives orgamsations
in Madrid are organising a boycott of
the markets in protest against price rises
Inone district of Madrid, Las Aguilas, .-
women have launched a ¢ampaign for
control of a projected market so that they
can reduce the.effects of the monopoly.
power of the food companies., Profiteering
g} Smin goes unrestricted — land-speculation
and gerry- building are rife..,

Women have. been very. :mportant in..
the fight against. bad social conditions. .-
For example, the Plla_r_ district p_f.:Macjnd_
with a population of 125,000 has no..
nurseries, only a quarter of the needed
secondary school places, no. recreation or
social facilities and only twa surgeries .
for the entire population .

This year, the womens movement in
Spain has taken an important step forward
with the creation of a national federation
of feminist organisations. There are also
local coordinating committees at city
level which have just organised big
meetings to celebrate International -
Women's Day. - :

You can find ovit more about Spanish’
women and their struggie, especially
against the prisons, by contacting the .
Free Eva Forest Campaign at 338 '
Earlham Si., London W.1.

THESE POEMS are selected from two workmg class wrlters groups = the

Wo'mén’s' Sfruggie Notes 9

Scotland Road Writers’ Workshop which operatés in an Irisk Catholic
dockside area of Liverpool, and the Liverpool 8 Writers’ Workshop, a
predominantly, but not exclusively, black group. The Scotland Road group
has produced two mapazines — Foices of Seotland Road and Nearby ( land 2)
and is about to produce a third. The' nowly-formed leerpool 8 group is
about to produce its first publication, Anyone interested in either of these
groups could write to 1 Wyndcote Road, Liverpool 18,

SINNERS

So, she’s a sininer. _
Who casts the first stone?
The tax evader? . - . '
Moral judgements so easy to mak
When they’re on someone else;
Examine your motives

Look at your lives

Have you never cheated’
Stolen or lied

Had sexual adventures Wlth

Barbara K rlda?‘e { 1 3 } Other men’s wives

o Vozces [/ Scotlana’ Road (1) Sonow we're all sinners '~
ﬁ : f_ - Wheo casts the first stone? -

Fris Warburmn

WAVE OF HER HAND

Waving her hand at me.

. All she ever does

Do this Babs, do ™ :

that Babs, be a good glrI Babs, mmd

the baby, Babs: That’s - .. _

all she-ever says to me, never hei'e 5

two bob, gixl; want to go out gn‘]'?

She don t know the - :
meamng of go out, oh I hate bemg young.

SATURDAY NIGHI

Liverpool 8
' {'“Oh; Not s agam
- Poor Sheila despairs, i o :
' As she watches her husband IHE THIEF AND THE WHORE

“They” say she’s a whore

Sidl
idle around the stairs, d “they” say he’s a thief

“* She Kriows very well

.What that simpering means, ﬂ: ;2;3;32 are many
ity happened 80 often before, ‘But those who bother ed

- That grinning is only the prelude To meet with this fa mﬂy
l"o.belt flst and boot : - Found that she sxmply i

Was friendly and warm,

: -(I)]il a]:(;;thrg ;; 1ssh:;l ald Weléomed all to h_e_r fnex_ldly abode.
be forbidden by law. He too was friendly, .- -

* She 'was a familiar sight . But a bit absent minded,
In the hospitals now Borrowed things he forgot to return

They were legally married

So the children did not deserve
The title “They” gave them..

{h how 1 wish that

Those who spread rumours -
The whisperers, realised it is tney
Whe are the thieves and the whores.
They steal others good names
And prostitute honour.

Iris Wdfb'u'rtcin:

: Because of Saturday mght

-Ier parents were dead : :
And her mothersin-law thought
_ It was Sheila’s own fault
For provoking her son. _
g Qurck' rush to placate him
_ Offer him coffee or tea
" Or anything to divert him
No ‘matter what.

Too late she fhought- N
As she felt the first blow _

- Befose Tosing Wer consciouisness
She formed her last thought
“Will he kill:me this time”

There must be lots of you who've,
written poems or short stories ..
but not known who to show .
them to. |We'dlike to see _
them so we can have a regular
page for your writing.

Iris Warburtoa' '
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THE HEALTH SERVICE, which WE pay for is getting worse and worse — especially for women.  We use it most, both -
" for ourselves and our children. Even when women are healthy, they are still likely to need health care sometime — for .
" birth control, pregnancy, abortion or the menopause.  But now the cutbacks mean less facilities and less paid work, as™ -
 well as more unpaid work, time and worry at horme. .. o e
Even if we get money put hack into the NHS, waman will still have to fight (o be treated properfy. Our problems are -
considered trivial — often dealt” with by giving a prescription of valium. Women are rarely giverr information about ™.

~what is happening. Overworked medical staff think we are _jus

" have to be overworked to think that either!)
. We dont see why there should be any mysteries about our badies!  We need a health service that sui

t troublesome if we dare to ask guestions, (and they don’t:

tsus. To help

j spread information about our health we want to include an article in each ssue of Womens Struggle Notes, dealing
-with particular problems. We would welcome any comments, helpful hints and experiences from other women..... ...

CYSTITIS - C

Lots of women get eystitis. ltisa
feeling of discomfort when you pass
water — usually described as a burning
sensation. With this comes the urge '
to pass water often even though

there is only a small amount to pass.

~ These symptoms are due to inflam-
mation of the bladder and its outlet
pipe, the urethra, which may bleed
slightly,

URINARY _SYSTEM

W
Normal intestinal bacteria, called: -
E.Coli, can often cause cystitis by
getting into the urine, usualfy from the
anus.  Because the anus, vagina and. .
u:'rethri'a are close together in women,

it is easier for the bacteria to get to

the urethra. Cystitis can also occur

if the acidic balance in the urinary
system is upset, or if your resistance is
fow. It islikely to occur when there

is'damage from childbirth or intercourse,

althcugh no-one has yet explained why
some women continually get itand -
others don't.

S Al CURES -

PREVENTING CYSTITIS

1. Help the natural defences of your
bladder. Keep up a good flusing through
effect by drinking large quantities of |
fluid so as to maintain a urine output -
of at least 2 litres (5 pints) every day..
Empty your bladder frequently — at -
least 6 timesaday.

2. One bath a day is not sufficient. -

It is riegessary to keep a special flanriel
for the purpose of washing the perineum
{+his is the skin area around the entrance
to the urethra) each morning and
evening and: a/ways after passing a stool.
No sttong soaps, deordorants, anti--
septics; creams or powrders, just simple
coolwater. = oo

3. I your symptoms are related to
sexual. intercourse occurring regularly
sometime during the 48 hours after
intercourse, you may prevent attacks

by the following measures: both
partners wash before intercourse with
plain cocl water, . Dry gently. Use

a lubricant KY Jelly By Johnson and
Johnson to prevent soreness and
bruising, Empty yvour bladder within
15 minutes of intercourse.

4. if your normal urine burnsand

you néed to' pass watey guite a lot,

it could be that it is too strong.  With
biue litmus papsrs frond the chemist,
test one i yolly urine. 1 it turns red -
there must be an uncomfortable amount
of acid crystals gresent, so drink plenty
of water. [If the urine hurts then a

leve] teaspoon of bicarbonate of soda

in water will also help.

IF LEFT UNTREATED, cystitis can
tead to a kidney infection, so you need
to see a doctor, ..

IF AN ATTACK STARTS -

Drink % pint of water avery 2(_)'1
minutes. Drink barleywater and eac
hour for three hours take a fevel teas-.

poon of bicarbonate of soda to fessen .

© the burning sensation..  Keep warm and
- wash the perineum front to back after:

every visit to the lavatory. - After these
three Hours the attack will have lessened
sufficiently for you to go to the doctor.
Avoid tea and coffee which can irritate
the bladder. Try a hot'water bottle on
your abdomen and back, and soakdn a
hot bath e

WHEN YOU GO TO THE DOCTOR.

Take with you a specimen of urine
50 it gan be tested to make sure you do
have cystitis. Usually the treatment is
pitls, taken several times a day for
about two weeks. The symptoms
should disappear after a couple of days.
Doctors usually prescribe aniibiotics_
which don’t always succeed because
they may only treat the symptoms
and not the cause. They may cause
vaginal infections like thrush. If the
cystitis keeps goming back it may be
necessary to go for an X-ray to make’
sure that the bladder and kidneys are
working properly. S

For more information on cystifis write
to the U & | Club, 9e Compton Road,
London N.L Tel: 41.359.0403 for- -
the publications: Self help in Cystitis
and Understanding Cystitis. =
Also free leaflets are available from
The Health Education Council,

78 New Oxofrd Street, London,

WC1 1AH called Cystitis - what you
should know about it. Mi)c_h of the
information in the article above is
taken from this very useful teatlet.
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'} just couldn't

see the pom“& of Ewmg

: *.20% of all women in the UK take

: -_ant:-depressants or. ts‘anqutlhsers._-" R
¥ Drug companies: spend £32mil
: :a"year on: advertlsmg in the UK, .
S * Total spent on nursery education
Chyall Iocal edugat:on authorltles Sl
Swas ‘Fomil.

“* Roche emhezz!ed £12 877 0{](}
"':from the NH$ between . 1966-70,

- and 1973/4, enough to- build all

ﬁ:'the 97 health cenfres whose con-
structlon was frozen in 19771,

WOMEN IN BR!TAIN today consume twice as many tranquahsers
and anti-depressants as men. Why are women so much more:; -
vuinerable than men to depression when we are a!l Victims: of the
same exploutatwe system? i

The following interview with Jenny, a 29 vyear e!c% mmher of two_fmm' :
Leeds, reveals some of the specific “hazards’ of Being a houseWife whlch can_-- ol 3
lead to & dependency 0!‘! anti-depressants like Valium. L :

HOUSEWORK on paper how to spin my'mcney o]
“The husband likes to come home o but | didnt want toscrimip and: sa\re
his tea on the table, telly and feet up.  gng worry all the tidrie. :
The neighbours all around you gxpect .
certain things like posh furniture, carpets
a clean hotse, nicely dressed’ kids... I
feel pressure from all sides — the.: _
" capitatists want a well looked after. . .
worker and the commumty “frowns on
the ones who can’t cope.: - [ only’ :
women would share.theirfears and:” _
anxieties they'd soon:find out {hat all c
us: neighbours feel the same.’

KIDS — A FEELING OF EMPT!NESS '_ '
You feel you have to do certain’ “thirds
for the kids or you're letting them: _
down, not being a good mother.You .
meet a bloke, settle down, have 2or
3 kids and’ ther you find yourself" =
stuck at home, lost all contact with’
your old’ friends becatise you don’ t go
out: any- imore “and your feel empty: :
You: feel like:something's’ mussmg and
then tmmedlately you think you' re not
normal;: there's something lacking in
your ability as woman ‘and miother:.

| hate housework, my. life totally
revolved round.. childven, but 1 used
to get depressed because® | felt my .
life wasn't. whole, now ! know that
'm a person and | can fight back.
Once you start struggling. it msght e -
for a zebra crossing or free glectricity

1 DEPRESS!ON

: eit Elke E was really scared ‘3% nc l
_'was gomg to have four teeth out: WLth
. mo¢ laughing gas:: ! was convinced: 1
- wids going to d|e .| just couldalt: see
e the pointof Iwmg any more, nothmg
matiered, . - However hard | tried: [
couldn’t manage to enjoy. myseif
kept remembering a song. calied: '

- that all there is?" - 1 went back ’co 'the

} psychiatrist and. she prescrlbed vahum

" and Anafranit 10, | took these tablets’
~ for six months, three of each- 'dav andﬁ'
"began to feel better : '

o ?akmg va!mm. io Jenn\/ now is’
~jiist a part of h‘fe. The same’ goes
for over 20% of women in thls
“country.. Jenny says "takmg vahum ¥
- away from working class women is"

" fike taking a life belt. from a drown-
ing man, " \We certainly don't want:
4o abolish valium; but rather abolish .
the system that gives rise to the nesd. '
. Roche, the big chemical fifmn that -
produces valivm enjoysa profit maygm RO
of 40-50%. Are we as women being:
drugged into submission, while <7

you're begtnmng to. fight back at: - - o ...ﬂ§ ihat S " big business profigs from our:
h 1§ Then C S : 7
\\llvojtf;:f get(zzfresses you. | S aii 'th eﬁ”@ §§?9 . depression??

MONEY
Money is a prob|em for everyone but_
more so for the woman. She-has the
responsibility for making sure- every-’

‘ane's fed, the rent and bilis are paid HAK@RQS _ iggy §E§§k§ @l@t 'ﬂ!@ %@Wﬁ

Having to struggle all your life is very. Jj. . MOTHIER of twe Lily Rrown blacked out part of 8
‘depressing, never being able to afford . ' . town when she tried to restore her elettricity: supply:
the nice things. : _ TR ~“out, ‘off because of unpaid bills.. Yesterday: Mrs.

Brown, aged 22, of Garden Street, “Mexboroush,
| went to-a psychiatrist once, for a S Yorks, was put.on probation for a year: at Doncaste'
year. All the help offered was to get s o : aiter jamrning . a s screwdrwer m the fuse—box i
someone to sort out my money prob- : e _ __
tems. . | could do that myseli. K _
Althnugh { was £700 in debt, | knew S S R




L. WORKED in a shop for nearly eleven vearsalthough - State nurseries are tatked about at coil'e'gé as pré-school
Y 9
since | left school | had Wanted to be a nursery nurse. prows;ons as if places are provuﬁeci for all children. 1t's not
Unfortunately | had the courage toi glve up' my ]ob to. True they are riot prowded asa nght OnEy 34% of middle
go to college at the same time as the govemment class children have access to nursefy places be that private
decided to malke education cutsl i or'otherwise, and only 16% of working class chlldren have
Two weeks after the course started'we were told that only access. Priority for state nursery places is based on bad socml
* three grants had béen allocated between ninety: students: ~conditions. Some nurseries have waiting lists of two .
" Unfortunately lots of the mature women had to leave the course hundred “children, these kids witl have & school place before they

because of having no means of financial support; or, they. needed eve;lg?e;near ;hde f:;ont of a Qursery m(rjattgg lists - o o
the money to supplement the famriy |ncome We go to our Kids have'a right to gaod educational and play.

_ coﬁege one week and work in a nursery the next. 1 don't facilities provided for by the state. - Despite the obvious need
" receive any sort of financial aid so ! am dependent on mv hhs- for nurseries, it's unlikely that there will be a job for me or the
‘band. other 200 students at the end of the two year course. ...

Working with children is very hard work, lots of my romantic 1 ¢ cuts.mean that no new.nurseries are being built-and.
images of kids are rapidly disappearing. This is not the fauft in some places they‘se even closing them down. .
of the kids } work with, | love them, but it's the circumstances While we're at college, there is plenty of demand for’ our
| have to wark in with them. A nursery nurse hastobea . unpaid work in the existing nurseries and sclools where we
mother, nurse, teat:her and cleaner. You prepare the kids food, train. They are crying out for unpaid students to suppiement
wash dirty napp:es and clothes and you clean — the kids, the their existing staff and save money. Even if yoll re Iucky enough
nursery toys, the floors, the toilets, even the playground. That's to get a job the wages as usual for working with Kids, are low —
what every mother has to do anyway and it's hard enough With _|t s seen as; women s work and ‘not very important.’ No men are
one or two kids. The problem is magnified a hundred times : emp..loyed: in:nurseries and very few in infant SChOOES Ng_men
when there are only a couple of you trying to cope, WIth aver done the nursery course ! wonder th elen
thirty two klds Their needs are immediate an‘d-_' U - e A SMILE FOR £300
NURSE RY NURSE Christella McCloskey was supposed to
smlle a!l {he time she was at work. But one day she found
she just coilldn’t, had a row with her boss, and was sacked.
" The. smile was back yesterday as she was awarded: more .
B than £300 _compensation by an :ndustnal tribunal for
R unfalr digmissal. .
“She was under orders to smi!e and be happy and cheer-
'ful at her‘work at Warley Green Kindergarten, Smethwu:k
because we are short of paper’? Kids will jUS’t lose then’ enthu """ One day, when she was in the process of divorcing her
siasm especially if they can't get materlals or =parents_are t06 " hipshand, the roof of her flat had blown’ off and she had
‘had a row. with workmen she could not manage a smile

 FUNDRAISING
APPEAL

We need money tc keep
Struggle Notes going.If -
you like what we're doing
please give us whatever”
you can, penmes or pounds

and newty built nurseries not even beiny f;tt'e'
opened. in 1948 when they needed women,

Fau mg pmw WITH YER PENNIEs
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