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sond Moral Intornsilionalism and Towards a Muterialist Aporoach)

The following two papers wore wrilten {or a vorkshop on bnternational iow al

the Beyornd the Fragments Conference, They sten largely Prom discussions in

the I Southern Afvica Group, but have also beun infovmed by discussions on the
IH{P‘J’ZL;{,LU(J(_{_((}fih‘lum}uiin They are dncluded hers as @ conbyibubion Lo the disce
umpion on Hen Roberts! motion on internaticnal sco clidariiy work, though, as

we hove not yet seen the final version of tlm:: motion, woe will have to leave
specilie comments on Lue molion unti) the next bLulletisn,

As ‘i;\m:kgtound to lhe papers, 1 quote fay Wilnon's inlroductiion written for Lhe
Beyond 1he » }“d“‘ﬁl(‘!ihn Conferasnce:

dotro,

nr starting point id two-rold. Firs stly the quite apiedling record of Breilish
secialisly over the vears sines the hesdy deys of Vielnan sold darity, in
supporting anti-inperialist liveration strugeles - and particulsrly when its
Britich imperialiom that's wnder challenge, lreland is a con Lining saga,
bl we wielle more {rom our experiences in Lie abyomal Teilure of o natbional

Vinbabwe soliddeity CRINPAILEN .

naecondly, Lhe traditional ped aponse to liberstion ~tr ugples has been Lo glorifly
bue hercic {reedom fishlers during ihe course of the slrugsle, and then after
Lhey've taken power and events haven*t twmed oul giite how one might like,

we celther denouwice the new leaders os.u buresucratic elite/ntute capitaliste

{ov wvhatever) who have 1o be overthrown by o pucty based on the indusirial workers
(however Tew workers there arc in the countryy; or clse, 211 we are Staliniste,

Wi continue Lo support the unsupportable , o

The [iest paper has threc parts: -

Joa ook at the traditions] Leit approacies to solidarity work
N 1 N 'Y o Bl . r s . L
bpowgestions for the theorelical basis of a mass, woterislis approach

Lhe tricky question of eriticsl or wicritical solidarity,

e second pupery is a Lentabtive ablempi to tackike the problem of the implications
of Prefigurative poiitics ((jb})ﬁ(.l:iliy as they have emprs tiirough Lhe women'ts
movement ) for solids rity works How do you desd y Tor example, with sexism and
1ation both uha_thin the liveration movenents and within the

ST

um Lewny diseriing
soildarity camps

ILoshonld be elear that we in no way claim to bhave solved Lhe probiems ihat
counstantly arise when you're involved i solidar ity work, ecspecially the
problem of mm.u, now and when you eriticise the national liberation wovenents,
Maybe we should hove Just left it with the fallowing cartoon:

sigy cSHE L WHAT KNG 0F' A | | You CANT, BATTY, 1T’
ﬁ% ga g@@; MANY L IGUsSTION IS, ‘f&;ﬁf-cuuw AN QLD meoa.o@ CA _




The traditional approach to solidarity work

This comes primarily from the Communist Party, who certainly dominate Southern
Africa solidarity through Anti-Apartheid, and often other campaigns as well
Leaving aside some of the intricacies of CP politics eg why support ZAPU rather
than ZAKU; this approach amounts to:

A) A moral/libetal human rights type approach appealing to the good natire and
humanity of people in this country. This does make some headway with churches
student , liberals etc and also leftish trade union leaders - but it always
fails to generate mass working class support.
A downplaylnq of the interdependency of ‘'struggles, so that the struggle to
overthrow white rule in South Africa is largely scen as unrelated to any
struggle for socialism in this country (or even struggle against racism here)
Thig leads tp a position of trying to pressurise the British State and
governimt into intervening on the side of the Blacks in SA -~ the British
State being seen in a certain neutral way, particulariy when there's a
labour government in powver. :
C} A total subservience to the pollcles/étatements of the llberaulon {especially
1f its stalinist controlled) movement - solidarity seen as uncritical support
since any interrelation of strugﬁles is ruled out). Here CP politicking
fits in very neatly with liberal paternalism/racism/guilt ? to say that we
can’t ecriticise. And since we can't criticise we only talk to the leaders
of the liberation movement - becaduse who knows, the lower ramks mlght be -
critical ? : .
D} Within the trade union movement all the effort is put into winning over -
the top leaders (more of why later) - so its anti-apartheid leaders talking
to iiberation movement leaders talking to tmade union leaders talking to -
British dovernment leaders .... and down at the grass roots other people
organice as best they can.

.
~

Phe main . {and better) opposition to this has come from Trotskyism. It can be
sharacterised as such. ‘

1} an orientation towards the working class, and most pprticularly to the
industrial working class (exelusively in the worst variants of trotskyism)
but one which is still often very moral/human rights in approach - because

B) Although they theorstically recognise the interdependency of struggles -
the attempt to make practical linkages is often (but not always) pretty poor
and- prone to abstractness and moral appeals.

C) an attitude to liberation movements which is rightly critical yet often
becoties arrogant and slanderous in its criticism. Too often the 'correct line!
ig wheeled out without much znalysishaving been made of the concrete situation
facing the liberation movements. The generally true statement that liberation
movements are peasant based and lead by elements of the petty bourgeoisie is
trotted out in the manner of '"well if you haven't got a workers vanguard
party under the leadeérship of trotskyists then what can you hope for'

D} An approach th the labour movement which is erratic in terms of going to
the rank and file or the leadership (Labour Party/TU bureaucracy). This
stems from the overemphasts in Trotskyism of becoming the leadership of
a struggle, or winning them to your views divorced from what the membership

think, Linked in to this is a practice of emphasising getting rfesolutions
passed through small union meetingd, and of over-emphasising the national
campaign so that it never builds any strong local roots '

So now we start to sketch out aspects of our alternative.



INTERNATIONALISM - MORAL OR MATERIAL ?

Theoratically we start from the nogition that workers in Britain do have a material
interest in imperielist exploitation and are not, in aneral,QOan “to be won over

by moral exhortation. BUT ve don't see this in a sStAFIE way'le, that 3rd world
gtruggles are in the vanguard and the British working class is inevitably reacticnary-
Rather that' this 'bread and butter! view of material intetesis hag different 1
peanings for different parts of the class (eg Black workers ~ see later) and a1

that it ohly has its hold over workers for as long as they identify with the

British State and British Canital. Onee they enter into a struggle against Capital
there exists the potential for winning them to an. alternatlve view of their

raterial interests (though it aln‘t casy).

Ua a theoretical level we know that a struggle that weakens imperialism, and
in this case Britain in particular, thereby strengthens British workers in their
gtruggle against British Capital{ & the multi-nationals) - but tell that to a
docker who would lose his job if marictions were implemented against South Africa.
Its not om, of oosurge, for as long as the docker isn‘t involved in struggle here.

BUT "The racist regimes of Southern Africa guarantee superprofits and cheap .
labour with little or no trade union organisatior or political rights. For
Western emplovers in the bhunt for profits, South Africa is a literal gold
ming. An unorganised factory within a multinational is a threat to all
workerg in that firm, whether the factory ig dowm the road or in South Africa
British workers therefore have a real material_interest in building
golidarity with the struggle in- Southern Africal®

~ Manchester AAM leaflet

Cr in other words traditional labour movement notions of blacking, solidarity,
combine committees can, and need to be, extended internationally. If they. aren't
then the multi nationals are going to run rings round us all as they transfer
pirreduction whare they fancy. In the 78 Fords strike the workforce learnt how
international (Europe wide in thig case) solidarity from other Ford plants
heiped to win a partial victory. In Fords and a few other places progressz is
baing made on European coordination but if that deoesn't begin to extend to

5S4, Taiwan etc then the trend towards high unemployment in Western IZuirope and
super-exploitation in the 3rd world (plus high unemployment ) will get worse,
If Britisl workers don't support S.African worlkers etc in their struggles then
sooner or later their company will get up and go ~ and all the reactionary
cries for import controls, capltal controls ete to protect Bratlsh jobs won't
save them. .

If the above represents the most fundamental link between workers there are others
of a more ideological natare - one can point out to the docker about to lose his
jow that the capital being withdrawn from dockland areas way wedl be off to righer
pastures -in S.Africa, or that ICL workers building computers for S.Africals pass
laws are probably building something similar for. the police here etc.

But the working class is wider and much more heteregenous than we socialists

(ot the ones here today) seem to think. For a start there's the black section
of the Brltlsh working class whose material 1nteredtS - Jobs, houslng, oducatlon
etc are very directly linked to rac@ism and fascism in Britain. And that racism =~
is inextricably tied in.with imperialism past and present. Media propoganda about
druyg crazed terrorists 1n Zlmbabwe may increase support fpr the likes of Smith etc
but its primary purpose. is “to promote rac1sm amongst the “white warklng class in
Britain and therefore help pave the way for tighter still immigration controls
and 5o on. "Any anti-racist movement that doesn't come to grlps with 1mper1allsm
iz living in cloud cuckoo land because the consciousness is tied together -
racist whites will talk in the game breath of !shooting hhém all in Rhodesia

and semding them all home'»rac;sts are 1nternat10nallsts 1n a porverted way as
the iasc1sts well know,

Ve (white) socialists/feminists have to recognise the links that blacks in this
country have with abroad and learn to act in support &f their striggles.

And also we should remeber that racism is not just about blacks, it also hits
Irigh people eg Irish jokes. Anti-Irish racism and the congequent support for
Britaims presence in ¥lster has opened the doouz for the State to bring in
repressive meausures here eg P.T.A.,; snatch squads, riot shields, the BPG etc.
Thize all pioneered in Ireland ~ the republicam movement has had many Blair Peach's



Yo end this sub-gection with a quote from Race Today ~ Nov 70 ~ iBuilding the
“nternational!

"Black workers are not simply manipulated on this historical chess board. We
work to send money home because ouf labour in the sweat shops of the East End
cupports a famiiy in Balglade sh, beaause the 8§ hour shift in Dagenham o on’

ondon Tvansport is necesuaFV'vo support our families and relatives ia Darbades
and Jamaica.

4% Black workers in Brltaln, we are, by definition, part of an imternational
working class. By interdependence and instinct, we aren both part of the working
class 6f the metropolis and the exported muscle oif the Caribbean, Scuth Asia
and Africa. That is not to pose a éperation 0f body and soul -~ not to say that
our muscle is here and our hearts aie there. Ho, it is te Say that the money we
send from here is determined by the needs out thoret R - B

and ?erhaps we should remember that the next time we talk about makihg'links
eltween Britis workerg and the Zimbabwean liberation struggle - that many of
those in the forefront of the liberation striggle in the rural areas were women
anl that many of those workers in industrieg linked to Zlmbabwe like uobacco.
are women, and guite a few of them bhlack as well.

A general point that comes outnof all this is that 1f we are going to try and
make material links then we hAVE to make those links pyettiy spectdfic and
rconerete. Welbve given some examples but there's many others - like nuclear

poﬁe:n in the case of South Africa a lot of work is being dome around the

Rossing Mines in Namibia and their tie up with uranium for the British Nuclear
industry - the latest issue of Manchester Anti-Apartheids trade union pub]lvaulcn

Livks'! goes intc this in depth and should be at the conference,

4 final point in this section is that some of the arguments we're putting forward
are hard ones to make and win on the shop floor - there's no way round it becauss
as we.gaid at the beginning, there is a certain material interest in British
workers supporiting Aparthéid (and racism in this country). The CP, with an
empirical knowledge of the British working class far greater than that of the
'new left', understand this - and so they avoid the problem by only relating

to trade union leaders. But even if the CP strategy actually got anywhere -

say with a Bennite government - the imposition of sanctions against SA from
above, with their consequent percieved detrimental effect on British standards
of living, would create a right wing backlash (assuming of course that the

CP and the Bennites hadn't done the necessary mass work at the base)

Critical or Uncritical Support to a Liberation Movement

Running throughout all the above is the view that struggles are interrelatead
and that in general the British working class can only be won to support for
struggle in SoAfFlCﬁ on the basis of how it fits into its own striggle againgt
capital {which isntt to deny that the principled gut internationalism of many
sonialists and moral ? outrage at racism are. . good things which we'd like to
see spread) .This leads on to how we relate to liberation movements.

We support liberation struggles and movements because at the very least, in

their anti-imperialism, they are sgtruggling against the capitalist system on

a vworld level. And our support ig qgﬂgltlonal on that anti-imperialist content

~ we don't just support any old mationalist who comes along. But since their
struggles have a bearing on our owh then we bhave a right to makes comment/criticienm
of them. BUT in so doing we have to be aware of a number of things.

a) When there is such a massive amount of propoganda being put out by the
bourgeois press attacking the liberation movement then a lot of our energy
has to go into publivally defending them and stressiag their strengths.

And so most of the criticism will have to be private - comradely criticism
of ones allies/friends who you think are making mistales. However that can't
become a total public subservience to the liberation movement bhecause that
would be creating a manipulative relationship batween thosze whe know what
the movement is'really'!like and those who read our propoganda. 1ts a tricky
problem knowing what to say when but it can bz managed.




