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I. ANALYSIS D? REFORMISM :
BF's traoltxonal analysis of reform1sm oan be found 1n the 1977 Draft Manifesto-

"Hlstorioally reformism has.been. based. on two. main. standpoints,. Conventlonally
we understand it as the .theory. and practlce that accepts the .natlonal
‘1nterest' _thus el1m1nating the fundamental. conflict between the. classes.a

Tt forsees ‘the p0551b1lity of ach1eving soclalism. through a series of. ...
refnrms w1th1n the capltallst system,. without destroylng the bourgeois sﬁate

This denial of ‘the necessity of destroylng the" capltallst state gives rige
to parliamentariahism~ the stratégy bassed on "slowly winning ‘over‘a majorlty
inside the b ourgeois. parliament, and the reduction of class. .struggle . to a
form of pressure on parliament to pass more' rrogressive' leglslation

...But reformlsm is based on. .a deeper fault and misconceptlon~ that of failing
v uuuvluua“q the contrard ciion between ‘the forcés and relations of
production Firstly, the reformists tend +e ddantifythe ‘rélations OFf "
production solely with who iowns. the ;profit-making property. The result’ is

that they .see. socialism Ainlimited .terms; concernsd only with changing some
patterns of ownersh1p (through nationalisation) and.wezlth (through ‘ificome’
dxstrlbution) at best. They do not stand for the transformation &f all

social relations of life,, work jand -leisure, Secondly ; reformism accepts the
supposed . neutrality and- . obgectivmty of:sproduction, “Sciencs, technology

and machlnery are. .seen simply as.'productive forces' to be deveIOped régardless
of the type of society we live in. We must oppose this idea with ‘the’ nece551ty
to transform the nature of science, technology and all productive forces

under socialism."

(Towards. a New Revolutlonary: Socialist Organisatlon, 1977 pII) -

The analysis. argued. that reformism since -the: Second World Wari has been” rooted
in the type of struggle Chargcteristic of. thas period in particular on o '
sectionalism and’ delegation:. i . :

"When we talk of sectionalism we must be clear on ‘a p01nt of confu51on We
do not say that, every.struggle, if it. is.confined: to éne sector, is neformlst
and that the only revolutlonary gtruggle is:that of: the= 'working- class as'a-
whole for the -seizuré:of power, :On:the. contrary. struggles:of ong séctor” c¢an
open up the way for the.rest.of the'class and:therefore to the: revolutionary
process, No struggle is in itself revolutlonary or reformist, thig depends.:
on the ‘content, dontext and form of “the struggle The struggle of women . .on
an estate for safety barriers, for Xampl ot'reform1st if it incresases
-the-level iof antimcapitallst conéclousn@ss of the wonen, thelr organlsation

-and the' unity ‘of ‘the work1ng class in the oommunlty. .y

=Secondly,delegat1on The hablt, pushed by “ther instltutlons ‘of: the labour ‘
movement, to leave it to others-~ 'your representatives’; The ‘politics ‘which
doesn’'t stress the necessity of involving the mass of, people The best way .to
keep the working class unﬁer control At a ge' al level the conv;otion that'
a Labour: government still may del ver the ‘goods w1thout struggle;-~ :
(ibid prz) : - L




2, ANALYSIS OF THE LABOUR PARTY

(a) Exper1ence of Past Labour Governments

Since the Second World War reformism has changed 1n another way:

"The ‘Labour Party ‘and the trade union ‘machings have “been:- integratwd into the
running of ‘the: ‘system. The' Labour Party was: the: overseer of the important
post-war’ reforms ‘gimsd. to extend ‘the ‘system by using working class needs and
struggles as ‘a motoy of ‘development ~ih 'z conscious snd.planned way. . Since .

then ‘they have not' had a‘real reforming strategy; now .competing solely as-““*~
‘batter managers ‘ot capltallsm without alterlng the struptures," T .
(1b1d pII) R e i iy P T

(b)) Past Experlence of the Labour Left

The weakness ‘of the' Parliamentary Labou' uoft was 111ustra+ed durlng the 1974 79
Labour- Government B0 Plwl o Lo : R ---pa-

"The Labour left, its confidence. bac“r dented’ by “the referedun defeat ‘was
further hit by the defection ‘of left union leaders like Jones and Scanlon

and the integration of key figures like Foot, formerly: part of.the Tribune-:
Group, into the Callaghan camp. They did little to challenge these measures -
save a few nolomd ind’ token voting" rebellions.

: The  problem wi~ “iHose” who' pin: thezr hopes on the Labour 1eft 15 bnot sxmply
that- they can =0’ easily be removed from positions of" 1nf1uence "It is that
with the except ion of & few: MPs, they gre. totally unw1111ng to mobilise  any
working class: flghtback outside’ the narrow confirts of ‘Parliament. It7is

‘easy to -eriticise them for - hot’ acting as revoluticnaries, but they cannot
even funetion as an effective, opposition in purely reformist terms.':
_(Labourlng under the Torles or a 8001a1ist Alternatlve 1979 p8)

(c) Relatlonshlp of the worklng class to the Labour Party

WRR, T~ T S—— "

BF has in the past crltiCISQd what it has called a fundamental misconceptlon
about the - relatlonship of the Labour party and’ reformlsm to the ‘workirig ¢lass:

"It assumo g - that th@ maem ol tha'wcrking ‘class” identlfles with the Labour'
Party. The main evidence used is that the majority of ‘the working- class
vote Labour .and belong to the unions thHat are ‘linked to it. But ‘few working
class peOple vote Labour because they have illusions that it will advance
' soc1a11sm or even théir daily interests.:Theyvote Labour ‘as part of a
class vote against .the .Tories;, and it cannot be ‘assumed that because the
- major unions have an institutional link: to the ‘Labour Party that all thelr
:members .are conscious Labour Party supporters ol o activ1sts a :
(ibid pI5) . T o L e

3. WHETHER 'TO ‘VOTE FOR THE LABOUR PARTY i
The position adopted. by BF on: the- Labour VOte-at-the*IQTQ”eiection-Wasa:*tff"

"Except where they offer: an alterhative; revolutionaries ‘should’call" for a
vote for Labour. on. the.following perspect1ves ‘which’ can ba” adapted to slogan5°f
a) the working claes will have to fight any governmént ' : -
- b) vote Labour to keep the Torles out,

_We do not call for a: Labour vote .on: the ba31s of 1ts programme The Labour
Party is.a bourgeois.party based on working ¢lass' support. ws resect the s
view that -the Labour: Party is:a !lesset’ evzl'; and affirm that Labour '
governments areg-enemies of: worklng people ag well as- the Torles s

W& 'éall for ‘a Laboiir vote because ‘we - recognise that the working class

votes’ Labour to" aff1rm its’ own’ class 1dent1ty against what it rccognlses ST
as‘a '¢lass’ enemy "As revolutionarles do not - at this time offer a govarnmental
alternative, we~ ‘realiss that™ the working class w111 nevertheless -saek’ a choics
of government Hevolutlonarles thercfore have to 51de with the working class
in choosing . a party. built out of the working class movement rather than'*
the tradit10na1 class enemy. e :

We. recognlse that “the Labour Party 1n power presents botter condit1ons for
rovelutionaries to break mllitants from Labour, as a Tory governnent lats '_
Labour off the hook, encourages phoney radicalisation and disarms milltants.
(Motion adopted in National Ballot, Big Flame Newspaper Oct I978 p9)



4. WHETHER TO JOIN_THS LABOUR PARTY
Tha position which has been agreed by the NC on membership of the Labour Party isg

"Big Flame is opposed to entrism as a tactic in regard to the Labour Party
and does not believe that the strategy for revolutionaries should be to
seek to transform the ‘Labour Party from withon..Where BF kranches exist BF
members 4o not:ijodn the Labour-Party (It'mdy sometimes be the case that. for
specifio'ovérrlding réasons a2 mémber may need:to hold:iA:Labour membership
card. They’ should dlqou 33 tho p031tlon with their. local EF branch.)

In the case where tkere is no BF branch and no pOSSlbllltj of bulldlng a
branch in the short:.term (a. g. where there are less than 3 BF members or
sympathisers) membership of a local Labour Party is ‘acceptable provided the
folicwing:

1) the OF membor's p“rspective is to 1nvolved in independent struggle and
to soosk 1n the medium term %o build a 'BF branch.or group of sympathisers.
ii) that the comrade does not hold the perspeotlve that the Labour Party
can be transformed from within and that he/she doecs not’ devote the great
bulk of thﬁ1r polltlcal energy to w;nning p051tlons within the Labour
Party. = :
1ii) that “the comrade does not operate in 4 ‘sdcret mannar: inside the Labour
Party and docs not corceal his or hor menbership of BF. Big Flame is not
a proscribed ‘organilsation) However public acknowlsdgeimont .of membership. or
suppert for BF has to be temperad by the 'security'! situation prevailing
in regard to BF membérship in the Labour Party both-lécally-end nationally.
If there is é'déngér'of'a 'purgg ot an 1‘n'n'fidv.ial.-cozm:-'ade orsagainst.BF
naticnally the sttuation'will ¥e. raviewed: :

iv) ary memher of BF wighing to tzke up memhershlp of the Labour Party must
discuss it first with thi National Committse (and local or nearest group,
whera appropriate). BF comrades alrsady holding membership of the Labour
Party must discuss their position with their local branch and the NC.
{Motion adopted at the Nov 1980 NC, Conference Bulletin nod 1980 p3I)

5, THZ ALTERNATIVE ECQNOMIC STRATEGY

BF's perspaotlve on ‘the ' AES is linked to 1ts support for counter planning
from below' L

"We shbuld‘take into account the'élterﬁatlve economic strategy (AES) of the
Labour left, which (supported by the trade unions) will probably be
included in some form in.the programmo of a futuro Labour govarnment and
axarts at the moment a strong 1nfluance over the tactlos, strategl $ and
struggles of many militants.

We do not think that the AES prov1des a ba51s for any viablo transitlon
towards socialism., Iis many crucial weaknesses include belief in the

ability to transform capitalism from the inside, without involving in a
central way the mass of the working class. But because of the influsrce of
reformism and the AES within militant sections of the working class we shall
often find ourselves fighting alongside militants influenced by the AES

and waging the same struggles within command demands (e.g. against cuts and
closures), This has particular relevance for our notions of counter-
planning from beleow, since in making demands such ss on the state or Labour
government for funds we shall find ourselves struggling alongside people

who think that the AES and Labour provides some meaningful way forward,

As revoluticnaries, we attempt to bridge the gap between specific strugglas
848" areas of work, and a long-term political overthrow of capitalism and
the state at a general lewvel. It is at the general level of the economy and
state that the AES concentrates attention and, at present, provides for many
militants the only serious alternative to monetarism, In certain areas of
work, notably unemployment and the cuts, these ideas find some resonance
with activists looking for concrete solutions to the problem of developing
2 focus against the Tories {e.g. relating to Labour-controlied Councils),
The AES taken as a whole is statist and national chauvanist, and hence
insupportabls, but- while in no way making attempts to 'manage capitalism'-
we should seek to locate 'counterplanning from below' initiatives within
the vearied forms of struggle which the AES may help encourage at local and



'natlonal stat =] levels g1ve cr1t10a1 support to those elements of _

- the ‘AES which benefit the working: class, but give unremittlng opposition
~%Fo-thods whHich atteiipt -E0 #bifl Tha bukdsn of ‘the crieis.on to the
“workirg ¢lass which.are. counterpos@d to. our ideas of 5001a1151 or

have. the prime effect of nor1ng up capitalism For example we are

opposed to ifport contrcls, but we would use a coniext of incrsased

_state_f"tﬂrvr"*lon and yrat’ﬂ spending to presc iJr 1ndeptum u
ielass dzaaniz,” ' pon

_(MOLWOH pas szsd at 1980, Foniﬁvence Conf@rmnce Peport pI

6. THE CAUPAIGN. T DEMOCPA -3 E LABOUR ;“"

The same ‘CoénPorencs motidn 41so d1scussed Jhe atfempts“tb*demOCra%ise*the e
Labour Parfv It "ontlnued : o = : : L .

"In this cgg,egt we .should support moves to democratlse ‘the’ Labour'
Party; whilst not putting forward our own demands in this .ragpect.,
While such:moves may lead: to: 111u510ns in Labour, democratlsatlon
:strengthens the - left . asra whole: {both inside  and. outsxde .the, Labour
Party) agalnst the Labour Right, helps to:encourage. Labour Party ce
nmempers to be active in:struggles,. ‘and -helps make clearer the ... . o
‘limited’ and conradictory nature of reformist .politics in the eyes of
1mportanf sections of the working class. We should, however, note how

fsxolimited the 'democratisation’ moves are.

'_(1d1d pIO) '

Some suguestlons for readlng 6n prev1oas debates in BF on the Labour Partyf*

Article by PT in Dlscusqlon Bulletin June 1977

Articles by Bradford and Moriarty in BF/RMC DB’ July 1977, :

Articles by Duncan .and: Jonss/Brown/Courage.in Conference .Motions and .
Documents I978. e

Varlous articles in the Spec1al Bulletin on the Labour Vote DB August
1978,

Article by Duncan/McKenz1e in DB Jan" 1979,

Theses on Reformism in Conference Bulletin nol 1979 and ammendments
by Miller (Conference Bulletin no3) and Brown (Conference Guide)
plus artlcle by Johnson (Conference Bulletin no3) - '




